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From the President and the Director

Riding a roller coaster. Sitting on pins and needles. Dodging bullets. 

Mixed metaphors aside, we look back—ultimately, with great relief and gratitude—at a tumul-
tuous year. First came the shock of proposed severe budget cuts, which would have devastated an
already beleaguered Society. Next came the outcry—from all quarters of the state, all over the
nation, indeed, all around the world.  

People from all walks of life took the time to contact the state budget-makers to oppose the
deep cuts by describing why the Society matters in their life. As you will see later in this report, their
letters often wax eloquent.

Meanwhile, the Society’s Board of Curators, its members, and the state’s citizens campaigned
to reduce the cuts so the Society’s share of sacrifice was proportionate to that of other state agencies.
The long and broad-based effort, coupled with the letters, e-mails, and phone calls of our support-
ers, all targeted the decisions-makers in the capitol.

This support contributed to the bipartisan 16-0 vote by the Joint Finance Committee, 
effectively reducing by half the budget cuts faced by the Society, and contributed to the Governor’s
signing the budget bill into law with that provision intact. It demonstrates the effectiveness of
groups and individuals banded together in common cause to support the Society’s underpinning of
history and history education in Wisconsin and the nation.

Of course, with continued financial problems facing Wisconsin, the end is not yet in sight.
Please stay tuned.

Yet, in spite of the year’s fiscal turmoil, we have some very good things to report.  

• The Board of Curators adopted a set of recommendations for safeguarding the future of the
Library-Archives in challenging fiscal times.

• At this writing, legislation that enacts many recommendations made by the 2002 
Governor’s Commission on Historic Sites (see page 3) was unanimously passed by the 
Assembly Tourism Committee and the Senate Higher Education Committee, with final 
votes pending this fall.

• The Society and the Wisconsin Historical Foundation launched an entrepreneurial program
that supports revenue-generating initiatives at the Society.

• Online resources on the Society’s Web site at www.wisconsinhistory.org continue to grow, 
from a consolidated portal to the Society’s offerings for teachers at www.wisconsinhistory.org/
teachers to a site offering a look at Wisconsin’s people and places through structures docu
mented in the National Register of Historic Places at www.wisconsinhistory.org/archstories
to Civil War service records for Wisconsin soldiers available at www.wisconsinhistory.org/
genealogy/ogrs.

• WHS Press is rapidly growing its book list and sales are strong; Society books took 2nd 
and 3rd place on our distributor’s (UW Press) best seller list last year.

• The Society adopted its first marketing plan, which includes redesigning the Society 
Web site (the new site will premiere soon) and establishing annual themes for Society 
programming.

There’s more, as you’ll see when you read the highlights section of this report.
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Board of Curators
Call for Nominations

The nominating committee of the Society’s Board of Curators invites Society members to
suggest possible nominees to the Board of Curators for members whose terms expire in June
2004. Send your suggestions to:

Nominating Committee
Wisconsin Historical Society
816 State Street
Madison, WI 53706

All nominations must be received by November 30, 2003. 

The Board of Curators is a working board and its members should be willing to devote time
and effort on behalf of the Society. One of the requirements for nomination is that the
nominee be a member of the Wisconsin Historical Society.

Curators whose terms expire in June 2004:

Ness Flores, Waukesha
Mark L. Gajewski, Madison
Charles E. Haas, La Crosse
Fannie E. Hicklin, Madison
Judith Nagel, De Pere
Janice M. Rice, Madison
John M. Russell, Menominee
Anne M. West, Milwaukee 
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Safeguarding the Library-Archives: A committee
appointed in spring 2002 studied the library and archives and issued a
report recommending measures for maintaining the collections and safe-
guarding their continuation as a great cultural and educational resource. 

The committee met five times and submitted its report, Safeguarding
a Public Legacy, to the Board of Curators at the Board’s February 18, 2003,
meeting. The report presented the following findings:

• The Library-Archives is broadly recognized as among the best 
research collections on Wisconsin and North American history in 
the world.

• Measured by the value of its collections, the Library-Archives is the 
largest asset owned by the Society, worth over $1 billion.

• The Library-Archives budget, including all funding sources, has 
declined relative to other Society divisions, since 1996.

• For 2002–2003, Library-Archives state tax-appropriated funding has 
declined in both absolute and relative levels. 

• In proportion to its responsibilities, Library-Archives funding ranks 
at or near the bottom of those for a group of similar research collec-
tions.

• Library-Archives funding is insufficient to support its statutory man
dates and its Society role, notably in collection acquisitions that will 
be needed to study the history of recent and current events.

• The Library-Archives has the potential to increase and diversify its 
non-state-appropriated funding.

• The current lack of a bibliographer position impedes both studied 
development of collections and realization of full benefits of closer 
cooperation with the UW–Madison.

• The critical lack of adequate storage space in which to expand collec-
tions and the severe overcrowding of collections limits collecting and 
threatens preservation of existing holdings.

• While the Library-Archives provides records management and 
archival preservation services for state government, it does not 
receive fees or other revenues to support these services adequately.
Read the full text of Safeguarding a Public Legacy at 

www.wisconsinhistory.org/libarch_study.
The Board of Curators adopted the Committee’s report and recom-

mendations at its February 18, 2003, meeting.

Historic Sites Commission Report: In February 2002
then-governor Scott McCallum established a commission to study the
Society’s statewide network of eight historic sites and recommend ways to
ensure their sound future.The group met four times and issued its findings
in July 2002.

Commission chair Mark Bugher noted, “The commission’s report is
breakthrough recommendations with new, innovative, and creative
approaches to some very old problems.” 

Most notably, the commission recommends that the legislature
exempt the Society from future efforts to recall earned revenue to the leg-
islature for any purpose. Further suggestions include building stronger
partnerships between historic sites and qualified support groups to share
governance, including both the risks and rewards of operating historic sites;
and increasing involvement of local support groups that have a vested
interest in the sites’ success.

At this writing, the state Assembly and Senate are voting on a legisla-
tive bill that codifies the recommendations.

Online Genealogical Resources Expanded: The
Library-Archives’ Online Genealogical Research Service allows researchers
to submit requests at www.wisconsinhistory.org/genealogy/ogrs. A fee is
charged for the service (Society members receive a discount).

This year staff added Civil War service records for Wisconsin soldiers
and an index to biographical information on more than 100,000
Wisconsinites to the birth, marriage, and death records that were intro-
duced in 2001–2002. 

The Year in Review 

Society Defenders Speak Out

When in early 2003 Wisconsin state
government, faced with a $3.2 billion
deficit, proposed cutting thirty posi-
tions and $1.5 million from the
Society’s already bare-bones budget,
people spoke out.Their message—
which came from around the state,
across the nation, and all over the
world—rang loud and clear: the
Wisconsin Historical Society is a
national treasure, and the reduction
would prove devastating.
The following excerpts from local his-
torians, scholars, high school National
History Day in Wisconsin participants,
genealogists, a coalition of seventy-one
state organizations, and many others
say it in their own words:

Donald E.Thies,Vietnam 
veteran, Bronze Star recipient,
and contributor to Voices of 
the Wisconsin Past:Voices from
Vietnam edited by State Historian
Michael E. Stevens

“The Society is an important institu-
tion in the state of Wisconsin. I’m
going to be fifty-five years old this year
and I can still remember my very first
grade-school trip to Madison and the
Society.

“Being a Vietnam veteran, I took great
pride when they published Voices from
Vietnam. So much so that I donated to
the Society all the original letters that
I had written home from Vietnam and
that my mom had kept for all those
years.”

American Association for State
and Local History Statement of
Concern, adopted by AASLH
Council in June 2003, Nashville,
Tennessee

“State libraries and archives, historical
collections and museums, historic sites,
and other historical resources are not
frills to be discarded when budgets are
tight or to accomplish particular politi-
cal agendas.They are essential trustees
of our democratic inheritance.

“AASLH emphatically urges all
Americans and the public officials who
they elect to continue to invest in the
federal, state, and local resources and
institutions that are the custodians of
our democratic experience.To do any-
thing less dishonors the heritage upon
which we build and threatens the
future we aspire to create.”

Theodore L. Hartridge, Madison 

“At age sixteen as a UW pre-med 
student, walking up Langdon Street to
Science Hall, I recall observing the 
construction progress of the new
Memorial Union building on one side
of the street and the magnificent
Historical Library on the Mall side,
built twenty-six years earlier.At the
Historical Library, we students spent
hours in the pleasant reading room, a
study away from the dorm.The excel-
lent sources on general history led me
to genealogical references on my for-
bears Byron Kilbourn and Dr.William
Thorndike, who were among the
founders of the city of Milwaukee. Not
even the National Archives can claim a
more extensive library or repository
comparable to the WHS collections.”

Why the Society Matters Why the Society Matters

See and read thousands of explorers’ views of
North America from a new Society Web site at
www.americanjourneys.org.

The library closed to the public for a month last
spring for a major reorganization of the stacks,
involving some 650,000 books, which addressed
problems caused by insufficient stack space.

This campaign affiche for Victor Berger is
one of several thousand visual materials at
www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi.

Civil War service records for Wisconsin 
soldiers were added to the Library-Archives’
online genealogical service.
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Wisconsin History Explorer: At www.wisconsinhistory.
org/archstories a new Web site developed by the Division of Historic
Preservation uses properties documented through the National Register of
Historic Places program to tell stories about Wisconsin people and com-
munities. The stories are drawn from over 2,000 National Register listings,
allowing history enthusiasts to explore the historical legacy of our state.
Brief historical segments link to informative summaries of individual his-
toric properties. 

The Society’s historic buildings office staff developed the site working
with both volunteers and in partnership with other state agencies and
communities.  

Villa Louis Phase Two Completion: A documentary
restoration of Villa Louis and the Dousman office building interior spaces
in Prairie du Chien was completed in May 2003. An extraordinary
amount of original material—fragments of wallpapers, carpets, invoices,
photographs, and collection of artifacts over 90 percent original to the
estate—gives the project a rare degree of authority.

A Jeffris Family Foundation challenge grant helped the Society raise
the additional funds needed to complete the project.

The next and final phase of Villa Louis restoration will begin in 2004,
again assisted by a challenge grant from the Jeffris Family Foundation.

Culver’s Restaurants Partner With Historic
Sites: Culver’s restaurants throughout Wisconsin and Culver’s
Franchise partnered with the Society historic sites during June by featur-
ing one million tray liners promoting the sites. A coupon on the tray liner
offered a discount to any site.  Additionally, Culver’s helped welcome vis-
itors to historic sites on the annual Visitor Appreciation Day, June 8, by
providing a coupon for a free Culver’s custard cone.

Old World Wisconsin Offers Digital Tour
Guides: Old World Wisconsin, Eagle, introduced hand-held audio
tour guides, which allow visitors to select narrated descriptions of points
of interest throughout the site. 

Old World Wisconsin joins the National Parks and the Shedd
Aquarium in Chicago in offering the new technology, which the Friends
of Old World Wisconsin supported with a major grant.

Court Decides Burial Disturbance Case: Precedent
was set recently when a part-time resident of Green Lake County was
ordered to make restitution to the Circuit Court, donate $500 to the
Society, and pay for a land survey for damaging a cataloged Native
American mound on her property.

The substantial disturbance, in violation of Wisconsin’s burial sites
preservation law, involved a linear mound that is part of a larger mound
group originally reported in 1906 to contain twenty-one conical and effi-
gy mounds. In 1997 archaeological fieldwork documented the presence of
two linear mounds, four ovals, two panther mounds, two bird mounds, an
octagonal enclosure, and one dog-shaped mound.

As part of the agreement with the landowner, the damaged mound
has been restored to its earlier original contours.  

National History Day Participation Grows: The
National History Day, an academic enrichment program aimed at middle
and high school students, continues to grow in Wisconsin.  The Society
administers the program with staff from all divisions and uses it to expose
students, teachers, and parents to a wide variety of Society resources.  

This year, participation at the school level doubled, from approxi-
mately 1,900 students to nearly 4,000.  Student attendance at the state
event, held at the Society’s headquarters, also doubled from 182 to nearly
400.  Two new regional competitions were established this year, in Green
Bay and Madison, joining the existing events held in La Crosse,
Milwaukee, and Stevens Point.

Entrepreneurial Projects Launched: The Wisconsin
Historical Foundation launched an entrepreneurial initiative fund that
uses private donations to support revenue-generating projects at the
Society. This year’s projects included 

• Hiring a private-sector retail consultant to devise a business plan 
that increases sales and profits at historic sites’ museum stores; 

• Adding a pilot online purchasing capability to Library-Archives 
services and products available on the Society’s Web site, www.
wisconsinhistory.org; and

• Developing a heritage real estate service that will list on the Society’s 
Web site historic properties for sale to help realtors find buyers inter-
ested in rehabilitating historic buildings.
Revenue generated by such projects stays within the Society, first to

replenish the entrepreneurial fund for other revenue-generating projects,
and then to support the new program.

Arnita Jones, executive director
of the American Historical
Association, and Bill Cronon,
University of Wisconsin–Madison
Frederick Jackson Turner
Professor of History, Geography,
and Environmental Studies and
member of the WHS Board of
Curators, urgent call to AHA
members to defend the
Wisconsin Historical Society

“As you undoubtedly already know,
the severe budget crisis in Wisconsin
poses a severe threat to the Wisconsin
Historical Society, unquestionably one
of the nation’s leading historical insti-
tutions and owner of the world’s
largest freestanding library dedicated
solely to North American history.The
cumulative consequences [of current
and proposed cuts] for all of us who
care not just about the history of
Wisconsin, but the history of the
United States and Canada, can only be
disastrous.”

Ken Burns, producer of acclaimed
historical documentaries,
Walpole, New Hampshire

“Budget cuts shouldn’t destroy nation-
al treasure.The Wisconsin Historical
Society is nothing less than a national
treasure. It has spent the past century
and a half collecting books, manu-
scripts, photographs and other docu-
ments that represent an indispensable
record of the American experience.
The films I make wouldn’t be possible
without such materials.

“We are all in debt to the people
of Wisconsin for supporting this great
institution, and I hope they’ll do every-
thing they can to protect it in these
difficult financial times.

“To gut these programs is to
erase our past.Without a past, we
have no future. It’s as simple as that.”

Why the Society Matters

Edward H.Able Jr., President and
CEO of the American Association
of Museums,Washington, D.C.

“A museum is not simply a collection
of exhibits. It is an expression of its
community’s deepest values and aspira-
tions—a preserver and presenter of
the heritage that the community wants
most to convey, not only to those who
do not know that community, but also
to its own children. It is a place where
members of the community can come
in times of adversity.They come to
gain strength by remembering who
they are and who they would like to
be.

“As the most visible and central
guardian and public teacher of
Wisconsin’s important history, the
Society needs to continue providing as
many of its services as possible to
Wisconsin citizens precisely in these
most difficult times.”

Anna-Lisa Dahlgren, high school
student and National History Day
participant, Madison

“Ever since fourth grade I have experi-
enced the Wisconsin Historical Society
in action.While writing a report on
famous Wisconsin women, I found
myself in the archives and library
numerous Saturday mornings.This con-
nection became ever stronger when, in
eighth grade, I participated in National
History Day.Through this process I
learned even more about the extensive
archival collection the Wisconsin
Historical Society possesses, like the
visual materials archives, costume
archives, and microfilm room.The
intrigue in seeing historical papers peo-
ple actually read and letters they actu-
ally wrote was tremendous.”

Why the Society Matters

The Year in Review 

Culver’s restaurants served up one million tray liners promoting the historic sites.

The Wisconsin Historical Foundation
entertained 130 Society supporters
at its annual Director’s Circle event.

Student participation in the National History Day 
program in Wisconsin more than doubled in 2003.
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Historic Resources Database Online: The Wisconsin
Archaeological and Historic Resources Database (WisAHRD), which
comprises the Archaeological Sites Inventory, Architectural History
Inventory, and the Bibliography of Archaeological Reports, is now avail-
able in a user-friendly comprehensive format as an online subscription.
Historic Preservation Division staff amassed the data over the past century
in its role as the official state clearinghouse and repository for records per-
taining to all such properties. The division is by statute responsible for
administering, managing, and preserving the information.

Smart Growth Guide Published: In spring 2003, the
Society published a guide to help communities comply with Wisconsin’s
comprehensive planning legislation, which took effect in 2000. The book-
let provides background information about comprehensive and cultural
resource planning, a recommended cultural resource section, and a chap-
ter about community sponsored cultural resource surveys.  

A copy of the guide is available free upon request from Rick Bernstein
at rabernstein@whs.wisc.edu, or online at www.wisconsinhistory.org/
histbuild/smartgrowth/smart_manual.html.  

Jefferson County Potter’s Fields Restored: Jefferson
County is restoring and preserving the county’s old potter’s fields with
guidance from the Society’s burial sites preservation program. The county
has cleared and surveyed the boundaries of two of the known cemeteries
on the property of the former Jefferson County Poor Farm and Insane
Asylum. 

Jefferson County’s first “poor farm” opened in 1854 and housed the
poor, infirm, and insane all under one roof. Laws passed in 1878 encour-
aged counties to construct separate facilities for the insane. In the 1920s
another statewide movement encouraged construction of a separate facili-
ty to care for the ill. 

Restoration Gems Featured Online: From the John Palo
Homestead at Oulu to the Copeland Service Station in Milwaukee, the
Society’s historic buildings office has begun featuring some of Wisconsin’s
notable restoration projects online at www.wisconsinhistory.org/
histbuild/buildings/restorations. Many of the project owners received
income tax credits administered by the Division of Historic Preservation. 

First Maritime Park Established: The Society’s state
underwater archaeology team collaborated with the City of Sturgeon Bay
to add Wisconsin’s first maritime park to Wisconsin’s Maritime Trails
Program, at Bull Head Point. The program regionally links Wisconsin’s
extensive historical maritime sites.

Bull Head Point has a long history tied to the area’s once thriving
limestone industry and features three shipwrecks, visible from shore: the
Oak Leaf; Ida Corning; and the Empire State, all of which date to the nine-
teenth century 

Society archaeologists documented the wrecks with assistance from
East Carolina University faculty and students and volunteers from the
Wisconsin Underwater Archaeological Association. The site was placed on
the National Register of Historic Places this year.

Museum Exhibits: The Wisconsin Historical Museum opened
two new exhibits: Unpacking on the Prairie: Jewish Women in the Upper
Midwest, viewed by 10,939 visitors during its ten-week venue, and Inside
the Fence: Reclaiming History at the Badger Army Ammunition Plant, a pho-
tographic show documenting the past activity and present condition of the
Badger Ammunition Plant.
In conjunction with the Library-Archives Division, curators produced an
exhibit on the signers of the Declaration of Independence, exhibited first
in the Capitol rotunda and later in the Society Archives Reading Room.
Created a special exhibit case that recognized the fiftieth anniversary of the
Milwaukee Braves. The case opened in conjunction with one of the muse-
um’s new “Taste of Wisconsin” programs, which featured the Braves, hot
dogs, and cracker jacks.

Due to popular demand, the museum extended Icon Wisconsin, an
exhibit featuring the official, and the unofficial, state symbols.

Museum staff updated areas of the permanent exhibits, including
removing fragile artifacts and replacing them with photos or replicas;
enlarging labels for easier reading; adding new graphics; and rearranging
case objects.

George Miles,William Robertson
Coe Curator,Yale Collection of
Western Americana,Yale
University Library, New Haven,
Connecticut 

“For more than a century, scholars,
librarians and archivists from across
the United States have recognized the
Wisconsin State Historical Society as
one of our country’s premier institu-
tions.The Society’s programs of col-
lecting, organizing, and preserving the
record of American history have been
among the finest anywhere in North
America. Moreover, the Society has
enjoyed an enviable reputation for
facilitating original research, for sup-
porting teaching, and for educating the
citizens of Wisconsin and of the United
States.A model for all of us who work
in research libraries, it has been seen
as a testament to the wisdom of the
people and the government of
Wisconsin.

“In the long run, the people of
Wisconsin benefit not only from the
extraordinarily successful programs
that the Society provides for them on
a daily basis, but also indirectly from
the many ways in which the national
community of scholars, librarians and
archivists supports the Society.
Scholars choose to teach in Wisconsin
and talented librarians aspire to work
in Wisconsin because of the Society.
National organizations underwrite 
programs at the Society because of the
state’s demonstrated support and the
Society’s record of achievement.All of
this is endangered by the current
budget proposal.”

Why the Society Matters

Charles L. Cohen, history profes-
sor and director, Religious Studies
Program, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Madison

“The Society reaches across and
beyond the state in a variety of ways.
Its historic sites and museum teach
residents and tourists about our mate-
rial past; its children’s publications
entertain (and instruct) the young
(one of the primary reasons I joined
the Society when I came to Wisconsin
in 1984 was to obtain its historical
chapbooks for my daughter); the
Wisconsin Magazine of History informs
both “buffs” and scholars; and the
Library and Archives—which house
one of the finest North American col-
lections in the United States, a
resource warranting comparison in its
field with the Library of Congress, the
New York Public Library, Houghton
Library at Harvard, and the
Sterling/Beinecke Libraries at Yale—
attract researchers from around the
world. Students of American history
around the country know the
Wisconsin Historical Society not as a
mere state agency or, for that matter, a
run-of-the-mill historical organization,
but as arguably the premier institution
of its kind.

“The Wisconsin Historical Society
is an anomaly, an institution one would
expect to find in California, New York,
or even Michigan, states far more pop-
ulous and wealthy than Wisconsin. It
has gained that stature by the efforts
of people, beginning with Lyman
Draper [the Society’s first director],
over one hundred and fifty years. If 
we squander this legacy now, we shall
never enjoy its like again.”

Why the Society Matters

The Year in Review 

The Society’s historic preservation services
are now more accessible than ever, online
at www.wisconsinhistory.org/histbuild. Wisconsin Historical Museum offered two new exhibitions, on Jewish women in the upper Midwest

and a celebration of the Milwaukee Braves’ fiftieth anniversary, an extension of Icon Wisconsin, in
addition to the permanent exhibits depicting Wisconsin history from before the fur trade to “Y2K.”
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Museum Collections News: Museum curators accessioned
some 1,300 non-archeological objects into the permanent collections and
entered more than 25,000 object records into the collections database,
bringing the total number of object records to over 151,000.  Of these,
more than 2,500 objects were digitized, bringing the number of objects so
imaged to more than 8,000.

Museum’s Educational Offerings: More than 24,000
schoolchildren from fifty-five counties participated in a variety of education-
al offerings presented at the museum.  In the summer of 2003 the museum
offered a variety of special programs aimed at middle school students. 

Adults attended the “History Sandwiched In” lunchtime programs, a
film series on Jewish films, and a variety of receptions, lectures, and fam-
ily activities. In addition, the museum launched a new adult dinner/lec-
ture series, “A Taste of Wisconsin.”

Museum staff worked with other Society divisions and Wisconsin
Public Television staff to produce three new state history documentaries of
which one, on the stories of WWII Wisconsin veterans, broadcast in May
2003. This documentary continues with a new segment in November
2003. The third program features stories from Old World Wisconsin and
premiered in July 2003.

Museum Archaeology Program: One of the program’s
major excavations among the fifty-nine archaeological sites investigated
this year in different parts of the was at the “Sheard Road” site.
Archaeologists discovered the site in 1998, finding it was the location of a
local landmark known as “Captain Trowbridge’s Place.” In 1836,
Trowbridge came to Wisconsin from New York state with his family as the
first Euro-American settlers in Dover Township. 

The program also entered into a new partnership with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, to assist in the identification and pro-
tection of archeological sites on public lands overseen by the DNR.  MAP
has been participating in a similar partnership with the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation for forty-six 46 years.

WHS Press on Best-Seller List: The Society Press
continued to grow and gain recognition with it books taking six of the top
twenty positions on the UW Press’s best-seller list for the calendar year
2002.  The books and their sales rank are: 

2. Indian Nations of Wisconsin by Patty Loew; 
3. Working with Water by Bobbie Malone and Jeff Gray; 

12. Learning from the Land by Bobbie Malone; 
15. Wisconsin Indians by Nancy Lurie; 
18. Digging and Discovery by Bobbie Malone and Diane Holliday; and
20. They Came to Wisconsin by Julia Pferdehirt.  

As of April 30, 2003, these six books had registered sales of more that
$105,000 in the previous twelve months, and in the last several years they have
brought in well over $300,000. Indian Nations of Wisconsin alone has had sales
of more that $100,000 in the last two years. In the twelve months preceding
April 30, 2003, the WHS Press’s entire book list generated more than $250,000
in sales, this compared to sales for the entire list in 2001 of $102,000.

Society Adopts Marketing Plan: Members of the Board
of Curators and Society staff worked together to develop the first Society-
wide marketing plan. The plan includes five initiatives: redesign the
Society Web site; establish annual themes for Society programming; aug-
ment communication about special programs and services with teachers;
establish a donor event that honors contemporary history makers in
Wisconsin; and devise strategies to work with the professional media to
place “history in the news.”

School Services Grow:The school services office has had more
contacts with school districts to provide information on adopting books
and teacher’s guides for fourth-grade classrooms. The office’s Bobbie
Malone has conducted outreach efforts at conventions, such as Wisconsin
Education Association Council and Wisconsin Council for the Social
Studies.  She has also successfully conducted day-long workshops in coop-
eration with the School of Education-Outreach at UW–Madison and dis-
tance-learning sessions through the Pyle Center on campus. 

Wisconsin Society for Jewish
Learning, Inc., Milwaukee

“The Wisconsin Society for Jewish
Learning, Inc., has collaborated with
the Wisconsin Historical Society
throughout our forty-seven-year histo-
ry. In 1955, our organization created
the Wisconsin Historical Society’s
Jewish Archives. . . .

“Preserving Wisconsin’s heritage is
vital.The services and programs
offered by the Wisconsin Historical
Society serve as the educational tools
in facilitating this critical task. . . .
Outside of the classroom, school field
trips and visits by individuals, groups
and families to various sites and muse-
ums statewide serve as invaluable edu-
cational opportunities.Within the
Jewish Community, our Day Schools
utilize the resources of the Wisconsin
Historical Society through regular trips
to Old World Wisconsin and Madison.
Researchers, scholars and inquisitive
citizenry, including those from the Wis.
Society for Jewish Learning, utilize the
Wisconsin Historical Society’s Area
Research Centers throughout the
state. . . .

“We of the Wisconsin Society for
Jewish Learning take our task to enable
all of Wisconsin’s citizens to share in
the collective history and heritage of
our ancestors most seriously.We have
had an excellent mentor in the
Wisconsin Historical Society.”

Why the Society Matters

Paul Boyer, Merle Curti Emeritus
Professor of History,
UW–Madison, Madison

“In my years at UW, I made frequent
usse of the historical society’s vast
resources, both in my own research
and in my teaching.Without question,
the State Historical Society has over
the decades been a key reason for the
status of the Wisconsin history
department as one of the top pro-
grams in the nation. Its outreach func-
tions throughout the state have won it
justifiable fame. But this is not merely
a local or a state resource; it is quite
literally a national and world intellec-
tual treasure. . . .

“I plead as urgently as I possibly
can that the historical society be
shielded as much as humanly possible
from devastating cu8ts and crippling
losses of positions that threaten its
very survival as a viable cultural, schol-
arly, and public institution. Institutions
such as this are not merely cultural
ornaments to be admired, they are liv-
ing, growing entities that must be
nourished or they will wither and
eventually die.”

Why the Society Matters

The Year in Review 

WHS Press continues to grow, both in its offerings and sales.

The Society webmaster created a portal for Wisconsin 
schoolteachers at www.wisconsinhistory.org/teachers.

Special programs by Society authors drew crowds
at the first annual Wisconsin Book Festival.
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Library
• Dakota Conflict of 1862. Bethesda, MD : LexisNexis. 4 microfilm reels.
• Documentary History of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Administration. Bethesda, MD : LexisNexis. 

15 vols.
• Monthly Progress Report, Miller Park, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Milwaukee, WI : Southeast 

Wisconsin Professional Baseball Park District, 1997-2001.
• Papers of the NAACP, Part 12, Selected Branch Files, 1913–1939, Series A, the South. Bethesda, 

MD : University Publications of America, 1991.  20 microfilm reels.
• Papers of the NAACP, Part 14, Race Relations in the International Arena, 1940–1955, Bethesda, MD : University 

Publications of America, 1992.  21 microfilm reels.
• Records of the Michigan Superintendency of Indian Affairs. Washington, D.C. : National Archives, 1942.  71 microfilm reels.
• Soundex Index to Naturalization Petitions for the United States District and Circuit Courts, Northern District of Illinois

and Naturalization Service District #9, 1840–1850. Washington, D.C. : National Archives, 1951.  183 microfilm reels.  
• Territorial Papers of the United States Senate, 1789–1873.  Washington, D.C. : National Archives.  20 microfilm reels.

Archives
• Elmer W. Henderson: Papers, 1938–1990: Henderson was a Baltimore native and lawyer who 

served on President Roosevelt’s Fair Employment Practices Committee (1941–1948), which inte-
grated black workers into the war industry. While on assignment for the FEPC, Henderson was 
denied service in a Southern Railways dining car.  He complained to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and, with the backing of the NAACP, appealed his case to the U.S. Supreme Court.  
In 1950 the court ruled that segregated dining cars violated the Interstate Commerce Act.

In addition to working for the FEPC, Henderson was the executive director of the Illinois State 
Commission on the Urban Colored Population (1940–1941), the executive director of the American 
Council on Human Rights (1948–1955) and legal council to the Committee on Government
Operations of the U.S. House of Representatives (1955–1982). Henderson taught political science at
Howard University and Sociology at Dillard University and was an adviser to Adlai Stevenson during
his 1956 presidential campaign.

• Frank Custer Research Files: The files consist of journalist Frank Custer’s research on Madison and its history, including sub-
ject files, card files, and photographs. The subject files include news clippings and typewritten notes arranged alphabetically by
subject as well as a series of original manuscript editions of Custer’s newspaper column, “Looking Backward,” which he wrote 
for the Capital Times. 

• Additions to Papers of Robert MacNeil: The additions cover the years 1953–2001 and consist of files documenting MacNeil’s writ-
ings; sound recordings of speeches by and interviews with MacNeil; and moving image material of and relating to his journalism career.

Manuscript material includes research notes and drafts for MacNeil’s books, Breaking News,  Burden of Desire, The Voyage, 
Charles, Karla, and Paperweight; viewer correspondence and press coverage of his retirement from the “MacNeil-Lehrer 
Newshour”; production notes, press clippings, and publicity for “MacNeil-Lehrer Newshour” programs; and transcripts from 
“Weekly World Report”, July 1953–April 1954.

• LeRoy John Gates Photographs: Images created and collected by LeRoy John Gates, an entrepreneur, riverboat pilot, hops 
farmer, and photographer in Kilbourn (now called Wisconsin Dells), during the middle of the nineteenth century. 

• Alan North Williams Photographs: Official wartime photographs created and collected by Williams during his service in 
World War II as a photographer’s mate in the U.S. Navy and working for the Public Relations Bureau of the Headquarters of 
the Commander in Chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas (CINCPAC). 

Included in the collection are images of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor; aerial photographs of Vietnam, China and Japan;
informal and formal portraits of military personnel and civilians including William F. Halsey, Chester W. Nimitz, and Ernie Pyle
among others; and scenes of land, air, and water battles and their aftermath.

• United Garment Workers of America Records: Records of the labor union, which was organized in 1891 and primarily 
represented employees in the work clothing industry.  In December 1994, its 15,000 members merged with the United Food 
and Commercial Workers.  Included is a constitution and a history of the union’s label; minutes (mainly 1912–1947); wage-
scale agreements and correspondence with the Union Made Garment Manufacturers Association (1905–1952); administrative
policy books; and subject file s concerning WPA sewing projects, southern organizing campaigns, and raids by Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers, International Ladies Garment Workers Union, and other unions.

Acquisitions Highlights

Mark D. Bugher, Chair,
Commission on Historic Sites;
Wayne McGown, Chair, Library-
Archives Study Committee;
Mary F. Buestrin, Chair, Legislative
and Government Relations
Committee, Board of Curators;
Bud Gussel, President,
H. H. Bennett Foundation, Inc.

“The [late] great popular historian
Stephen Ambrose, who grew up in
Whitewater, got his first job in history
as a mail-room clerk for the Historical
Society during his undergraduate years
at the University of Wisconsin.
Ambrose went on to a career distin-
guished by his remarkable ability to
write for everyday people. ‘History,’ he
said, ‘is everything that ever happened .
. . it is through history that we learn
who we are and how we got that 
way . . .’  The Historical Society has
continued to educate Wisconsin 
citizens throughout fifteen decades 
of public service.”

Why the Society Matters New Microfilm Equipment: Thanks to fund-raising efforts
of the Wisconsin Historical Foundation, the Library-Archives acquired
new microfilm cameras and film-scanning equipment and received fund-
ing to microfilm the papers of the Kohler governors, Walter J. Kohler Sr.
and Walter J. Kohler Jr.  

No current staff member can remember when the Society last pur-
chased new cameras. (The equipment in use today was acquired second-
hand and dates to the 1940s and 1950s.) 

Grants from the Charlotte and Walter Kohler Charitable Trust,
$172,498, and the Kohler Trust for Preservation, $75,000, financed the
equipment purchase and microfilming project.

Local History Workshop Partnerships: Budget 
reductions forced the Society to partner with outside organizations to share
the cost of delivering services.  Staff reductions last year led to the Society’s
joining the Wisconsin Federation of Museums to deliver training services
to local historical societies and museums around the state. Workshops were
delivered in Manitowoc, Eagle, and Prairie du Chien.

Historic Sites Offer American Journeys:
Programming at historic sites in the summer and fall of 2002 and again in
the spring and summer of 2003 featured the theme, “Rediscover the
Character of America.” Responding to the national mood and people’s
concerns about current events, the historic sites emphasized stories that
illustrate the character traits settlers and citizens relied on during challeng-
ing times in an earlier Wisconsin. 

Friends of Wisconsin Historical Society: The
FRIENDS of the Society sponsored several programs, including teas, at the
Nelson Dewey Home at Cassville and at the Eagle Centre House Bed &
Breakfast at Eagle. A three-day coach tour of southeastern Wisconsin
explored maritime history with stops at museums and lighthouses and a
sail on the S/V Denis Sullivan, a three-masted schooner. The FRIENDS held
its 53rd annual meeting at Ten Chimneys, the renovated estate of late the-
ater greats Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne.

Madeline Island Site Expands: The State Building
Commission approved $400,000 to stabilize the Madeline Island
Historical Museum foundations and connect the Capser Center with the
museum’s historic structures. The results will include better electrical, ven-
tilation, and storage conditions and improved visitor service facilities 

The Year in Review 

The historic sites offered an “America’s Journey” theme, including a special
exhibition of American Indian dolls at H. H. Bennett Studio & History Center
in Wisconsin Dells, and a celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of Wade
House in Greenbush.



For more than a decade
the Kohler Trust for
Preservation has provided
funding for a variety of
programs and projects at
the Society. One such
project was funding the
re-creation of the water-
powered Herrling sawmill
at the Society’s Wade
House and Wesley Jung
Carriage Museum in
Greenbush.

Herbert V. Kohler, trustee,
explains that “the Kohler
Trust for Preservation is
dedicated to Wisconsin
projects which restore
elements that have had a
dynamic influence on our
heritage.We are pleased
to support the Wisconsin
Historical Society in its
efforts to preserve our
past.”  

The Society and the
Foundation are grateful
for the Trust’s many years
of exceptional support.
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The Wisconsin Historical Society and the Wisconsin Historical Foundation
gratefully acknowledge the many individuals and organizations whose con-
tributions made possible our services and programs during the year ended
June 30, 2003. We regret that space limitations preclude listing the many
supporters who contributed less than $100, but acknowledge their support
with warm appreciation.

Benefactor
Story

Herbert V. Kohler,
Trustee

• Additions to William Henry Upham Papers: Additions to the papers of Upham, the seventeenth governor of Wisconsin 
(1895–1897), consisting of biographies; family histories; correspondence (1908–1954); army commissions and military records
(1862–1869); a scrapbook with political clippings; the transcribed diary of Upham’s first wife Mary Kelly (1869–1912); deeds,
pensions, contracts and wills (1907–1925); and a political cartoon depicting the gubernatorial race of 1894.

• Kenneth Edgers Photograph Negatives: Negatives of images of actor Spencer Tracy from an album compiled by Edgers, Tracy’s
roommate at Northwestern Military and Navel Academy in Lake Geneva and at Ripon College in Ripon, (1920–1922). The 
images depict Tracy and Edgers camping on Fox Island in Puget Sound, Washington during the summer of 1921; on tour with
the Ripon College Campus Players production of The Truth from December 22, 1921 through January 6, 1922; and Tracy’s 
parents with their Kissel automobile. 

• Cartoons by Bill Sanders and Joe Heller: Original political cartoons by Sanders and Heller for the Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel
and the Green Bay Post-Gazette, respectively.

• Bay Shipbuilding Company Records, primarily from 1946–1986. The firm, of Sturgeon Bay, is known for the construction 
and refitting of large Great Lakes cargo carriers. Collection includes records of two predecessor firms, Christy Corp. and Leathem
D. Smith Shipbuilding Co. The records consist largely of blueprints and photographs, which represent the full spectrum of 
modern Great Lakes vessels as well as several post-World War II vessels built for the U.S. Navy, several research vessels, numer-
ous Wisconsin ferries, and tugboats. Most prominent among the ships is the Edmund Fitzgerald which documentation also 
includes information contributed by BSC to the investigation of the Fitzgerald’s sinking.

• Papers of Robert Froehlke, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin law school and executive for Sentry Insurance Company,
who served as assistant Secretary of Defense (1969–1971) and Secretary of the Army (1971–1973). 
The papers document Froehlke’s time in Washington, D.C., from 1969 through 1973 and include correspondence concerning
Froehlke’s decision in 1974 to speak out in favor of amnesty for draft evaders and his testimony before Congress.

• Papers of John “Jack” Kole, chief of the Washington, D.C., bureau of the Milwaukee Journal from 1970 to 1989. Prior to that time
he was a staff writer for the Journal in Milwaukee and then in the capital bureau (1963–1970). 

Kole’s coverage of Wisconsin and national government politics and politicians is represented by files on Les Aspin, Robert 
Kasten, Melvin Laird, Gaylord Nelson, David Obey, Alvin O’Konski, William Proxmire, Henry Reuss, Clement Zablocki, 
Henry Maier and others.

Wisconsin Historical Museum
• Two classic Harley-Davidson motorcycles—a rare 1941 FL model and a 1991 Heritage Softail 

Classic.
• A potato chip can and promotional clown (“Tato”) doll documenting Madison’s Red Dot Foods in 

the 1940s and 1950s.
• An 1848 painted trunk brought by Norwegian immigrants to Hudson in 1869.
• Chanukah decorations used by a Racine family in the 1950s.
• A cap and medal worn by a member of the Milwaukee Nest of the Polish Falcons in the 1970s 

and 1980s.
• A bandstand used by a polka band in Pulaski in the 1980s and 1990s.
• A robe and hood worn by a Darien member of the Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s.
• A club used in the 1934 strike at the Kohler Company, Sheboygan.
• The gown worn by Sue Ann Thompson to her husband’s 1987 gubernatorial inauguration.
• Political campaign ephemera from the election of 2002 .
• Three pieces of marquetry furniture made from scraps from the U.S. Forest Products Laboratory in Madison in the 1930s.
• Instruments used by a Wisconsin dairy inspector in the 1970s and 1980s.
• Clothing and equipment used by the Wisconsin Conservation Corps in the 1980s and 1990s.

Old World Wisconsin
• A flax spinning wheel, free-standing distaff with decorative pewter inlay, and a yarn reel, all 

handmade, dating to the mid-nineteenth century and used in Rotenberg in the Wurttemberg 
region of southwestern Germany.  

Villa Louis
• Several purchases were made to complete room furnishings as part of the site’s restoration, including 

lighting devices, antique glass lampshades, a desk, picture frames, and a small match safe.
• Other items, mostly upholstered furnishings, received conservation treatment and new upholstery 

and were returned to the site.  
• Certain framed paper and textile items were digitally reproduced, enabling curators to put 

fragile originals in storage and exhibit their state-of-the-art digital reproductions.

Acquisitions continued
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Patrick R. Suprise
Janet M. Swanson
Fran Sweeney
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Thomsen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Tibbetts
Town of Washington Island
Township of Liberty Grove
Trapper’s Turn, Inc.
Barbara W. Trefz
Theodore A. Tuschinsky
Mr. and Mrs. David V. Uihlein Jr.
United States Forest Service
University League, Inc.
Bernard F. Van Dinter
Maureen C. Van Dinter
Mr. and Ms. Thomas J. Varney
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Vergeront
Kenneth M. Viste Jr.
Voith Fabrics
Walter J. Vollrath Jr.
Duard and Dorothea Walker
James A. Walz
David J. Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Edward S. Waterbury
Catherine and Terrance Webb
Weimer Bearing & Transmission
Lois S. Weinberger
Kenneth and Virginia Whitcomb
Joyce G. Wiese
Margaret C. Winston
Alfred J. Wojta Jr.
Woman’s Club of Madison
Bob and Nan Woodburn

Jennifer Younger
Chris Zengler
Trudy Zibit
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Zillner

Founders Club 
$100 – $250
Anonymous (3)
Mr. and Mrs. David Aardappel
Gerald and Althea Abitz
Thomas H. Achtor
Sandra M. Ackerman
Darwin Adams
Elizabeth and Lynn Adelman
Admanco, Inc.
Tenny Albert and Candace Weber
Judith M. Albrecht
Mr. and Mrs. Kent F. Alcott
Alice M. Alderman
Vana L. Allen
Mr. and Ms. Charles R. Amera
Karen L. Ames
Arnold V. Anderson
Debra A. Anderson
Henry Anderson and Shirley Levine
Mr. and Mrs. Laurens Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Anderson
Phil and Marge Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Anderson
Sidney R. Anderson
Dennis Ansay
Dennis A. Antonie
David Apker
Michael and Rima Apple
Mr. and Mrs. Jerold W. Apps
Peter Argersinger
Barbara J. Arnold
Thomas Ashman
Alton Ask
Kenneth J. Augustine
Gary Austin
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard M. Backus
Julie Bacon
Isabel L. Bader
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Baehr
Marjorie Bakken
Robert and Janice Baldwin
Bernice A. Balicki
Ford Ballantyne III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Balsmeider
John A. Baneck
Virginia J. Banta
Baraboo National Bank
Baraboo Public Library
Mr. and Mrs. Kent M. Barlow
Burton Barnard and Beatrice Bigony
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Barnes
John H. Barrette
Stephen and Martha Bartenhagen
Clinton R. Barter
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Bartholow
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Bartlett
David D. Baskerville
Douglas G. Batty
Mary Jane Baucom
Mr. and Mrs. Don Bauer
James L. Baughman
Willy D. Baum
Marion R. Baumann
Mr. and Mrs. William Baurecht
Paul H. Bautzmann
Gordon Bebeau
Lawrence Bechler and Patricia Struck
Elinor A. Beck
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip W. Becker
Mr. and Mrs. David Beckwith

Kevin A. and Wendy M. Behnke
Leonard W. Behnke
Donald A. Bemis
Mr. and Mrs. Norlin Benevenga
Royanna Benjamin
David L. Bentheimer
Robert and Barbara Bentley
Mr. and Mrs. Niles Berman
Jon and Char Bernander
Kevin and Kay Bernander
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Bernd
Theodore Bernstein
Goodwin F. Berquist
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bertelsen
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Berthold
Norman and Stella Berven
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice B. Better
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund F. Bettinger
Janet Beuthin
Mr. and Mrs. Grant C. Beutner
Bruce and Patricia Biermeier
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Billings
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Bird
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bird
Patricia Bjerning
Jane E. Bjorklund
Leila I. Blajeski
Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Blake
Eleaner L. Blakely
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Blank
Irene M. Blau
Mr. and Mrs. Don R. Bleser
Roger G. Blocks
Robert Bocher and Mary O’Connor
Frederick W. Boelt
Robert Boelter and Maureen 

Kennedy
Donald F. Boettcher
Brenda J. Bohmann
Sharen Bold
Helen B. Boley
William A. Bolgrien
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Bolz
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Boock
Mr. and Mrs. Larry L. Borchert
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Borgkvist
Dale and Ann Borreson
Robert and Mary Bosben
Ms. and Mr. Virginia T. Boyd
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Boyd
John W. Boyle
Mary E. Boyle
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Boyle
Mr. and Mrs. Mark T. Braden
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bradford
Patricia A. Bradford
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Bradley
Carole Brandt
Mary A. Brandt
Mr. and Mrs. Daryl P. Braun
Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Bremer
Mrs. Frederick L. Brengel
Paul L. Brenner
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Breunig
Dennis N. Brewer
Warren Brewer
Brian A. Mitchell Construction
Mr. and Mrs. Elwood A. Brickbauer
Michael K. Bridgeman
Jim and Mary Brill
James and Anne M. Broderick
Lynndon Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace C. Brooks
Bill Brown
George C. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Howard J. Brown

Julia M. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. James Bruckman
Thomas L. and Joyce E. Bruckner
Richard Bruins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Brumder
David and Diane Buck
Julia J. Buehler
Barbara C. Buenger
Frances L. Buffham

Honor Roll continued

Earlier this year Terry and
Mary Kohler made a
grant from the Charlotte
and Walter Kohler
Charitable Trust which
revitalized the Society’s
preservation micro-imag-
ing capability.The gift
enabled microfilm labora-
tory staff to purchase
much needed new equip-
ment, including a micro-
film camera and scanner,
which are essential collec-
tions-preservation tools.
The papers of former
Wisconsin Governors
Walter J. Kohler Sr. and
Walter J. Kohler Jr. were
the first collections to be
processed with the new
equipment.

The Charlotte and Walter
Kohler Charitable Trust
concentrates on specific
projects on which it can
have a significant impact.
Gifts to the Society seem
especially appropriate
because Charlotte Kohler,
the donor of the trust,
took great interest in his-
tory. Supporting preserva-
tion efforts struck Terry
Kohler, son and grandson
of the governors, and his
wife Mary as “an ideal use
of funds.”

The Foundation and the
Society, particularly the
staff of the microfilm lab-
oratory, extend a warm
thank you.

Donor Story
Terry and Mary Kohler
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Ernst J. R. Bunde
Barbara E. Burdick
Richard R. Burgess
Dean and Rose Burkard
Eugene P. Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Burke
John M. Burke
Raymond L. Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Burney
Thayer W. Burnham
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Burnside
Mr. and Mrs. Edward O. Busby
Vincent Busenbark and Stella Steel
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Buss
Mary K. Buss
Nadine Butler
Bruce A. Butterfield
Carol J. Butts
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Buzard
Patricia Byington
Mr. and Mrs. Clint Byrnes
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Calder
Patrick L. Call
Joan Callaway
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Ted A. Cannon
Wallen J. Capper
Alan D. Carey
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Carpenter
Julie Carpenter
Edith Carpenter-Neu
James Carson and Mary Bumann
Susan J. Carson
Mr. and Mrs. John Carter
John D. and Janice G. Cartwright
Jane F. Cashin
Richard D. Castle
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Cayce
William A. Chaney
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald E. Chappell
Robert W. Chase
Florence Chaulklin
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Chesen
Ping Chiu
Russell J. Christesen
Conrad J. Christianson
Robert Christlieb and Maura 

Donnelly
Andrea S. Christofferson
Bill Christofferson and Karin Borgh
Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Cibula
James Cieslak
Mr. and Mrs. Allan H. Clauer
Mr. and Mrs. William Clayton
Verallyn Cline and M. Cline
Kathryn R. Clusen
Mr. and Ms. James A. Coburn
Groff and Lila Collett
David and Annabelle Collins
Audrey M. Conant
Mr. and Mrs. Julian H. Conkey
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin L. Conney
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Francis W. Connors
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Conta
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Cook
Sharon D. Cook
Guerdon and Jan Coombs
Lucy Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Quentin E. Copeland
Mary A. Corriveau
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Corton
Audrey M. Cotherman
Mr. and Mrs. Campbell Craddock

Timothy Crafts
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Craig
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Crane
Mr. and Mrs. Jay H. Cravens
Doris B. Crawford
Cress Funeral & Cremation Service
William Cronon and Nan Fey
Larry D. Crummer
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew B. Crummy
Molly Culver
Robert and Muriel Curry
Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert Curtis
Mr. and Mrs. William Dagnon
David L. Dancey
Randall Davidson
Susan DeWitt Davie
Elizabeth C. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Erroll B. Davis Jr.
Robert W. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Roland B. Day
Robert I. and Ann C. De Mars
Allen Dearborn
Thomas A. Dechant
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Decker
Gene R. Defoliart
Javier and Michelle del Pino
Ronald and Margaret Delaney
Mr. and Mrs. John N. Delmore
Phyllis L. and John C. DeLong
Joan S. DeMars
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Denniston
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Densmore
Melissa Destree
Katherine Deutsch
John Devereux and Lynn Harmet
Julia M. Devlin
Larry and Nancy Dewey
DeWitt Ross & Stevens
Richard and Sue A. Dexheimer
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas L. Dexter
Larry Dickerson
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Didier
Walt J. Diehnelt
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Diemer
Franklin G. Dill
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dittman
Mrs. Alma Dobberfuhl-Dobbert
Emily P. Dodge
William T. and Anita T. Doering
Joyce A. Doperalski
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Dorner
Robert and Nancy Dott
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace H. Douma
Mary T. Douros
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Dove
Margaret Draak
Ida M. Draxler
Hazel Drebus
Edward and Kathryn Drexler
Lee S. Dreyfus
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Driessel
Thomas J. Drought
Drum Corps World
Dan Dubois
Mary Duckert
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Ducklow
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Dungar
Kenneth J. Dunn
Timothy J. Dunn
Mr. and Mrs. Alan W. Dunwiddie
Mr. Robert S. Duxstad
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Dybis
Patrick Eagan and Lloyd Eagan
Charlene L. and Bernard Easterday
Anthony J. Eastham
Ralph Ebbott

Carter J. Eckert
Judith L. Eckert
Elaine M. Edwards
David K. Egan
Greg Egtvedt
Rosemary Ehle
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce F. Ehlke
Marc Eisen and Connie Kinsella
Jane M. Eisner
Mr. and Mrs. Gerhard Ellerkamp
Carmen and Lou Ellen Elsner
Marge A. Emidy
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald H. Emmerich Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Engleson
Nan Enstad and Anne Enke
Leon D. Epstein
Margarette L. Erdman
Daniel R. Ernst
Susanne Esch Fountain
Thomas L. Eschweiler
Mary Jo Esenther and Christopher 

Capelli
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Esler
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Eulberg
Howard V. Evans
Marilyn H. Everitt
Stephen Faber and Jacquelyn Meyers
Jon E. Fadness
Mary A. Fahl
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Fairchild
Ann L. Falconer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Farrell
Franklin B. Farvour
Karen E. Faster
Marjorie S. Fay
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Feist
Donald H. Feldbruegge
Dan Feller
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Fellows
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Fernholz
Betty Ferris and Rowan 

Nelson-Ferris
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Ferry
Donald A. Fetting
Mr. and Mrs. George Field
George and Suzanne Field
John Findorff
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Finn
Harold G. Fischer
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Fish
Louise Rogers Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Dean D. Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. John Fjelstad
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Flaherty
Arvid M. Flanum
John A. Fleckner
Jim and Evey Fleming
Lorraine A. Fleming
G.W. Foehringer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Forbess
Mr. and Mrs. John Foreman
Mr. and Mrs. Relton L. Forrester
Genevieve M. Foss
E. M. Foster
Susan Foster
James R. Fowler
Jan M. Fox
Marie E. Frank
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Frasch
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick D. Frawley
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Frederick
Kurt Fredrickson and Nancy Eisner
John S. Freiburger
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Frenn
Russell Fridley

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Friedlander Jr.
Robert F. Fries
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Froehlke
Cozette T. Fruits
Joseph Futtner
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Galanter
Peter and Peg Randall Gardner
Mary E. Garvens
Dennis N. Gatling
S. R. and Catherine A. Gavinski
Mr. and Mrs. DuWayne Gebken
Kathryn A. L. Geddes
Mark and Erica Gehrig
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Gelatt
Scott Gelbach
Laura Gellott
Genealogical Research Society of 

Eau Claire
Jon Peter Genrich
Julie Gentz
Mary H. Genz
James H. George
William J. Gerbrick
Barbara K. Gerloff
James J. and Jennifer Gettel
Neil Giffey
Victoria E. Gigante Miller
Dorothy J. Gilbertson
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Gilboe
Ronald Giles
George R. Gilkey
Michelle R. Giuliano
Margean Gladysz
Mardi and Bill Glenn
Marjorie Gnewikow
Lynne Goldstein
Richard A. Gonce
James J. Goodwin
Michael A. Gordon
Mrs. and Mrs. Simon Gorwitz
John Gosney and Eleanor Dean
Mr. and Mrs. Lyman E. Goss III
Beverly J. Gottlieb
Peter Gottlieb and Laura Gottlieb
Karen Gotwalt
Gina E. Gould
Scott G. Gourlie
Gerald Graff
R. Grant and Stephanie Reynolds
Roger B. Granum
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Green
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Greenwald
Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Greer
Mr. and Mrs. Ron H. Greve
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon J. Grieshaber
Marcia Manning Griskavich
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O. Griswold
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Grode
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Grogan
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Grube
William S. Guenzel
Flores Gumz
Anita Gurda
John Gurda and Sonja Nelson-Gurda
H. Robert and Barbara Gussel
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh F. Gwin
Gary Haas
Charlotte Haase
William and Harva Hachten
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Hahn
Mary V. Halbman
David Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Hall
Mary R. Hall
Merwin S. Hall II
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hallada

John Hallinan and Joyce Tikalsky
Mary Ann Halvorson
Mr. and Mrs. Jay R. Hamann
Mary Jane and Phil Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Hammer
James S. Haney
Susan J. Hangiandreou
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome M. Hannon
Roger D. Hansen
Helen M. Hanson
Sarah Harder
Joyce Hardwick
James Hardy and Diane Del Rossi
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B. Harper
John T. Harrington
Turner Harshaw
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Hartzell
Jean S. and Philip R. Harvey
Karl G. Hasler
Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. Hasselkus
Anthony Haswell
Ruby Hatlestad
Wayne Hatz
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hauke
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Hauser
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Hausmann
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Hawk
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Hawtrey
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hayden
Paul and Philia Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Hazard
Joseph R. Hazinski
David Healy
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert S. Heavenrich
Michael J. Hecker
Michael Heffernan and Barbara 

Zellmer
Laurel B. Hefty
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Hegwood
Stephen J. Heil
Helland Law Offices
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley J. Hellen
Phyllis R. Helmer
Mr. and Mrs. Orrin L. Helstad
Ronald J. Hencik
Philip J. and Betsy Hendrickson
Anne W. Herb
Hercules Contractors & Engineers
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Herro
Stephen Herzog
John P. Hess
Paul Hessman
Mr. and Mrs. Charlton Heston
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Heumann
Mr. and Mrs. Cal Hewitt
Nancy Baldwin Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Owen L. Hill Sr.
Rosemary C. Himmelsbach
Pat Hinckley
Edward M. Hipke
Historic Milwaukee, Inc.
Larry Hochman and Rose Meinholz
Steven Hoecker
Kenny Hoeschen and Vesla Bemis
Enid P. Hoffman
Greater Green Bay Community 

Foundation, Joan and James 
Hogan Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Roy G. Holly
Mr. and Mrs. William Holmquist
Darryl O. Holter
Edward J. Hopkins
Charles F. Hopper
John J. Hosmanek
Matt Hostak
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Hotz

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Howden
James P. Hubbard
Joseph F. Huber
Donald Huebner Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joel A. Huebner
John W. Hughes
Timothy Hughes
Lawrence V. Hurley
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Hutterli
Mr. and Mrs. Merrill Hyde
IBM International Foundation
David P. Ihle
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
John Imrie
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L. Inhorn
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Injeski
International Harvester Collectors—

Alabama Chapter 23
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Isaksen
Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Ivey
Mr. and Mrs. Arvid Iverson
Alice Jackson
Gloria B. Jackson
Helen M. Jacobs
Jeffrey Jacobs
Sally Jacobs and Joseph Mingle
Matthew and Benjamin Jagoe
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Jagoe
Patricia M. Jameson
Anne Janda
Michael C. Janowak
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Janssen
Mary Jautz and Krista Jautz
Jean L. Jaworek
Jay Kay Foundation
Richard C. Jensen
Jeanette Jerger
Mr. and Mrs. Mike John
Virginia F. John
Mr. and Mrs. Dan C. Johnson
Gordon L. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Johnson
Katherine A. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Norman C. Johnson
Rosemary B. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Johnson
Susan Johnson and Camille 

Guerin-Gonzales
Eloise Jolivette
Carol Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Lee B. Jones
Virginia M. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Jopek
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Jordens
Joan Jorgenson
David Jowett
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Jung
Mr. and Mrs. James Kackley
Donald and Barbara Kaiser
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Kamholz Jr.
Neal C. Kamla
Charles Kamps
Wayne and Patricia Kankelfitz
Stephen Kantrowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Karch
Anne M. Kasuboski
Arlan and Lori Kay
Mary Ellen Kearney
Robert A. Keller
Richard D. Kelley
Timothy L. Kelley
Carla J. Kelly
Pamelia C. Kelly
Carol A. Kemen
Mary Jean and David M. Kennedy
Patrick W. Kenny

Merita L. Kenyon
Deborah Kern
Judith L. Kern
Kettle Moraine Uniserv
Joan B. Key
Catherine Kilby
Kimberly-Clark Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Jerrald W. Kindschi
Carolyn P. King
Mr. and Mrs. John G. King
Renee R. Kittell
Mary E. Klein
Thomas J. Klein
Mr. and Mrs. James Kleinhans
Carl F. and Anieta S. Klinzing
Todd and Patti Klotz
Ray Knippel
Richard J. Knitter
Gregory E. Knoke
Terrence Knudsen
John S. Kobiske
Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Koeller
David Koenig
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Koenig
Melvin J. Koenigs
Kathryn Kohler
William C. Kohler
June Koplin
Lauri V. Koski
James E. and Linda J. Kotoski
Robert A. Kraig
Mr. and Mrs. Keith M. Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Kramer
Carol M. Krause
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Krause
Virginia Kristensen
Nancy H. Krohn
Mr. and Mrs. Orvil R. Krueger
Charlotte K. Kruse
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Kruse
Beth Kubly and Jim Weeks
Mr. and Mrs. Galen D. Kuebli
Bob Kuehn
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kuehn
Jan Kulcinski
Sonja M. Kulnick Maden
Thomas Kurtz
Maryanne Kurtzweil
Kathleen A. Kwallek
William G. Laatsch
Mr. and Mrs. M. Alan Ladwig
LaFollette Godfrey & Kahn
Anna K. Laird
John F. Lampert
Mr. and Mrs. David Lane
Jerry Lang and Maria Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lang
Marvin Lansing
Jeanette R. Laris
Mr. and Mrs. George N. Larsen
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Larsen
Mr. and Mrs. William Larsen
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Larson
John Larson
Ronald L. and Karen J. Larson
Arthur J. Laskin
Mr. and Mrs. Eric D. Lawson
Ilene E. Lawson
Michael J. Lawton
Alan Lee
D. Bruce Lee
Mr. and Mrs. David Lee
John Leemkuil
Wayne A. Lemburg
Roma E. Lenehan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Lenz

Claude E. Leroy
Allan and Sandra Levin
Jeffrey C. Levy
David E. Lewis
David W. Lewis

Honor Roll continued

Society member and
donor Meghan Vesel of
Atlanta, Georgia, has
never lived in Wisconsin,
though she says her roots
are firmly planted in the
state.When her father
died in 2001, she carried
on his quest to discover
his genealogical roots.
Her search has taken her
to Society headquarters
in Madison several times
to consult the collections
of Wisconsin and national
newspapers, books, litera-
ture, vital records, and
miscellaneous resources
(including the U.S. and
Canadian census returns).

During her visits to the
Society Meghan has been
struck by “the responsive,
courteous, and profes-
sional archives and refer-
ence staff [which] has sig-
nificantly enriched my
research experience.
They have assisted me in
posing new questions to
delve into and address
unsolved genealogical
mysteries. Additionally,
the Society’s resources
have enabled me to iden-
tify broader historical
trends with political, eco-
nomic, and social impacts
within my own family his-
tory.”

The Society and the
Foundation are grateful
for Meghan’s support and
enthusiasm.

Society
Member Story

Meghan Vesel
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Mr. and Mrs. Philip H. Lewis Jr.
Russell F. Lewis 
Leroy G. Lewiston
Joseph A. Libnoch 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Lichty
Roland R. Liebenow 
Margaret M. Lindem
Patricia Lindholm
John A. Lindquist
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Lipscomb
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Livingston
Mary Lloyd-Jones
Mr. and Mrs. John Lochner
Linda Lockhart
Robert Loesel
Patricia A. Loew
Eloise Lohr
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard E. Long
Jerry T. Long
Marianna S. Look
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Loppnow
Thomas P. Lorden
David T. Lowell
Victor F. Lubke
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lucey
Renata A. Lucht
James Luckow
Mr. and Mrs. Neill H. Luebke
Bjoern Christensen
Thomas B. Lundeen
Nancy O. Lurie
Grace M. Luther
David and Marjory Lyford
Janet C. MacDonald
Mr. and Mrs. John N. Macdonough
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Macklem
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Maddrell
Madison Area Doll Club
Madison Gas and Electric 

Foundation, Inc.
Patricia Maenner
Mr. and Mrs. David Mahnke
Daniel L. Maki
Mr. and Mrs. Roger J. Manlick
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Manning
Raymond R. Maples
Marathon County Genealogical 

Society
Kristine C. Marbourg
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Maring Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Carl R. Marschke
Ellen M. Martell
Geraldine Martens
Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Marti
Lois Marti
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick E. Martin
Jill E. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Martin
Paul E. and Nichelle L. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. K. L. Marty
Mr. and Mrs. Francis W. Matusinec
Virgil Matz
Mr. and Mrs. Ted May
Mr. and Mrs. John McAnelly
Laura L. McAuliffe
Marie S. McCabe
Mr. and Mrs. Michael McCanles
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel M. McCarthy
Gerald McCarthy and Sarah Elliott
Mr. and Mrs. James McCarthy
Joan M. and Robert C. McClyman
Mary Anne McCoy
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis E. 

McDonnell

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McGoey
Wayne and Hildy McGown
Sylvia W. McGrath
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. McIntosh
Mrs. and Mrs. Robert McKelvey
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. 

McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael McManus
Milton R. McMillen 
Keith McMiller
Roger E. McMullin
Peter J. McNamara
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. McNeer
Mr. and Mrs. George S. McRoberts
Catherine R. McTavish
Doris A. McVicar
Virginia A. Mehregan
Gladys S. Meier
Mr. and Mrs. David Meister
John F. Mellinger
Sally Merrell and Ely Leichtling
Ronald V. Mershart
Daniel Meschefske
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore C. Mesmer
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Metzger
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Ed L. Meyer Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy P. Meyer
Alice M. Mianecki
Karen Middleton
Gerry M. Miller
James R. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Miller
Willis H. Miller
Betty Mindemann
Mary J. Mings
Mississippi Valley Archaeology 

Service
Gene Mitchell and Janis Arnovich
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Mitchell
Marjorie A. Mlodzik
Patrick E. Monahan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Montag
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Moore
Louis J. Morgan II
Michael Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Moris
Mr. and Mrs. John Morledge 
Morrick Concrete, Inc.
David Morris
Stephen D. Morton
George Mosher
Albert A. and Sandra L. Muchka
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew A. Mueller
George P. Mueller
Lee Mueller
Shirley L. Mueller
Sharon Mulak and Lloyd Velicer
Dennis Deppisch and Georgia 

Mulcahy
Gerald J. Mullin
Teresa Mulrooney and Paul 

Eastwood
Jane S. Murphy
Mary Ellen Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Musil
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Naegele
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Nagel
Phyllis J. Nagler
Inaam S. Najem
Josephine Nattkemper
Dorothy M. Nehlsen
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas K. Nehs
Harold L. Nelson
James Nelson and Marie Dorgan 

Nelson

Erling and Marlys Nelson
Wava J. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory H. Nettesheim
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Nettles
Ivy E. Nevala
Ron and Donna Newell
Daniel W. Nickolie
Cynthia L. Nielsen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Niemiec
Robert A. Nimz
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Nix
James B. Noble
Buzz and Katherine Nordeen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Norene
Northern Illinois University
Gary Nosacek and Cynthia Jones-

Nosacek
Jeffrey A. Nowicki
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent O’Hern
Mr. and Mrs. William C. O’Loughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Mark T. O’Meara
Hans Oberdiek and Constance 

Hungerford
Rich Oberhofer
Robert C. Odell
Herbert W. Oechler
Mr. and Mrs. John Ogden Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Ogilvie
Bernard Olejniczak
David W. Olien
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Olson
Margaret S. Olson
Sally Onsrud
Richard Osborne
Loren H. Osman
Peter Ostlind
James C. Ostrander
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ottum
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Overman
Cyril M. Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Owen
Steve Owen
Verona Owens
Elizabeth C. Paddock
Robert W. Paddock
William H. Page II
Harvey H. Pahl
Leonard F. Pampel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Parchem
Mr. and Mrs. George Parkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon E. Parks
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Paska
Mr. and Mrs. Zorba Paster
Jacqueline M. Patch
William H. Patch
Allan and Patricia Patek
Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Patterson
Nancy J. Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Patzke
Joan Paulson
Mary E. Pautz
Ray L. Pavlak
Ann F. Peckham
Mildred Pedersen
Mr. and Mrs. John Pederson
Mr. and Mrs. Walter W. Peltz
Mr. and Mrs. Roger G. Pence
Clara Penniman
Donald L. Peotter
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon R. Perlick
Mr. and Mrs. William Perloff
Virginia M. Pete
Kenneth R. Peter
John E. Peters
Janet Peterson and Maryann 

Stephenson

Mr. Kent A. and Luanne O. Peterson
Alan Petit
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Petzborn 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Pfeifer
Mr. and Mrs. Fred D. Pfening III
Ruth Pientok
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Pifer
Deb Pionkowski
Plastics Engineering Company
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Pope
Patricia J. Popple
Lewis A. Posekany Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Poser
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Powell
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Powles
PPG Industries Foundation
Betty E. Presnail
Gary G. Pressentin
R. Priest and Landon Storrs
James W. Primley
Henry T. and Elizabeth Pringle
Jeffrey T. Pritchard
PS Cuts—Sandra K. Brandt and 

Patricia E. Hoesly
Ellen J. Purcell
Raymond M. Quant
E. John Raasch
Renee Radcliffe
George D. Radler
Edgar F. Raines Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. L. T. Ramge
Herbert J. Randell
Madison Community Foundation, 

Richard and Lorraine Ranney 
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Rebernick
Mr. and Mrs. Don D. Reeder
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Rees
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Reeve
Daniel H. Reigle
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Reilly
Gloria N. Reinke
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Remaker
Susan Remington
Ron D. Remy
Robert B. and Jean S. Rennebohm
August and Sara Renner
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon E. Renschler
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Retallick
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip J. Reuter
Bill Reynolds
Daniel Reynolds and Laura Wagner
Tyler Reynolds
Nancy Reznichek
Thomas L. Rhorer
Mr. and Mrs. George Richard
Roland P. Richards
Ronda K. Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon T. Ridley
Mary B. Rieder
David J. Riehle
Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Risser
Esther Leah Ritz
Peter Ritz and Carrie Macklin-Ritz
Robert Ritzenthaler Chapter, WAS
Lynn and Paul Rix
Robert Cox Realty
Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Robinson
Donald C. Robinson
Zeta A. Roby
Dennis W. Rocheleau
Rock County Civil War Round Table
Perry J. Rockwell Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert L. Roderick
Richard L. Roe

Betty J. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Ronning
Patti Rooney
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne L. Rosenow
David Y. and Peggy A. Rosenzweig
Fred and Mary Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ross
Donald A. and Marie M. Roth
Ambrose E. Rowell
Roy Tull Real Estate & Appraisal
John M. Russell
Dale R. Rustad
John H. Saemann
Mr. and Mrs. Kayvon Safavi
Joseph C. Salmons
Janet Samuels
Margaret Sanborn
Sandretto Family
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene C. Sandvig
Eugene Sasman and Adelin Van 

Dort
Mr. and Mrs. S. James Sasseman
Shirley Sather
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry A. Sauby
Charlotte M. Sawyer
Leslie G. Saylor
Janet W. Scalpone
Ursula R. Scharrschmidt
H. Steven and Mary Schatz
John Scheiding
Mary Schellinger
Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Schenck
Janet Schipper
William and Linda Schlaak
Jane Schley and Lisa Herrmann
Delores Schmid
David A. Schmidt
Joseph E. Schmiedicke
Kenneth F. Schmitt
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Schmudlach
Berneice Schneider
David P. Schneider
Mr. and Ms. James H. Schneider
Lillian L. Schouten
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Schroeder
Roland Schroeder and Mary 

Mowbray
Mr. and Mrs. August J. Schuette
Donald R. Schuette
Mr. and Mrs. Dale W. Schultz
Jeff Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Merlin H. Schultz
Timothy M. Schultz
Elaine Schumacher
Patrick R. Schuppe
Frieda Schurch
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Schutt
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Schwab
Carol L. Schwanz
Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. Schwartz 
Douglas & Eleanor Seaman 

Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick H. Sebranek
Richard and Katherine M. Seiders
William J. Seipp
William A. Selle
William Senn and Gale Gstalder Senn
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Sernovitz
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Serrie
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Setchell
David Seubert
Richard H. Sewell
Marlyne J. Seymour
Richard M. Shackelford
Shafer Pharmacy Inc.
Grace and Joseph Shaw

Laurel E. Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad J. Shearer
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Sherman
Neil and Jacqueline Shively
Le Juan Shrimplin
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Shriner Jr.
Michael G. Shucha
Diane Thaler
Lois A. Siler
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Silseth
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Singer
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus G. Singer
Jerry C. Sitzman
James J. Skiles
Joseph Slater
James S. Slattery
James W. and Mary K. Slocum
Darrell C. Smith
Mr. and Ms. Hall M. Smith
Katherine M. Smith
Kathryn J. Smith
Kathleen Smith-Zaremba and 

Thomas Zaremba
Cindi J. Snap
Georgia L. J. Snoke
Helen L. Snyder
Leonard J. Sobczak
Sokol/Sokolice Milwaukee
Robert C. Sommerfeldt
Wesley S. Sommers
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Sonneland
Juanita S. Sorenson
Adrienne Sosinske
Kathy Sosnouski
Shirley S. Spelt
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene L. Spindler
Paul G. Spink
Springs Window Fashions
St. Croix Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa Indians
John A. St Peter
James R. Stark Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Startt
Dave and Denise Statz
Jack F. Steele
Dick and Ruth Steffen
Elinor N. Stege
Mr. and Mrs. Jack H. Stein
Elizabeth J. Steinbrenner
Jack D. Steinhilber
Gerald G. Steinke
Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Stekel
James L. Stensvold
Lorraine R. Steuck
Mr. and Mrs. C. Edward Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Stevenson
Cynthia and Carl H. Stiehl
S. C. Stoddard
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd R. Stollfuss
James B. Stoltman
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Stoneburner
Richard L. Stoughton
Katie S. Stout
David R. Strabel
Ruth E. Strand
Dean A. Strang
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick P. Stratton Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Streck
Barbara Strecker and Susan Strecker
Tom and Sondra Streckert
Rose Studebaker
Lorilee K. Stutte
Mr. and Mrs. William Sugars
Marvin R. Summers
Milton Sunde

Honor Roll continued
William A. Swano
Audrey E. Swanson
Kathleen O. Sweeney
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. Sweeney
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Syring
Stanley Talarek
Thomas H. Tanner
Fannie T. Taylor
Harvey C. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Terry F. Teelin
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Tennies
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Tewksbury
Harriet A. Tews
Thomas W. Thatcher
Mr. and Mrs. Earl R. Thayer
Boston Consulting Group
Carol M. Thee
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Thiel
William and Barbara Thiel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Thompson
Louise W. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Thorngate
Barbara Thornton
JoAnn Tiedemann
Thomas R. and Beverly A. Tiedt
Mr. and Mrs. Otto E. Tiegs
Betty Lou Tikalsky
Alice Toepel
Curtis W. Torgerson
John and Caroline Icks Torinus
Town Of Delton
Patricia Townsend
Elizabeth L. Trepte
Harley C. Tretow
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Troller
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Troupis Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Tuchman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Tucker
Tuesday Club
Robert J. Turner
Gerald E. Tuttle
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tuttle
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Twaroski
Carl Ubbelohde
David V. Uihlein Sr.
Beth and Andy Ukasick
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Underkofler
United Food & Commercial 

Workers Union Local 1444
University of Hawaii Library
University of St. Thomas
University of Wisconsin Fond du 

Lac County
University of Wisconsin–Oshkosh
Jeanne M. Vacula
Michael Vahldieck and Julie Horner
Charles Valenti-Hein and Denise 

Valenti-Hein
Jacque D. Vallier
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Van De Bogart
James and Nancy Van Dinter
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Van Dyke
Mary E. Van Gorden
Darryl L. Vandervort
Jan Vansina
Elizabeth C. Vaughan
Stephen L. Vaughn
Mary Vespia
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Vetter
John I. Vlossak
Frederick Vogel III
James M. Voss
David T. Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Walters

The Wisconsin State
Genealogical Society
(WSGS) is a nonprofit
organization which seeks
to encourage, facilitate, and
improve the quality of
genealogical study in
Wisconsin.

To the surprise of many,
WSGS does not maintain a
genealogical library. Instead,
the organization actively
supports the library of the
Wisconsin Historical
Society, which is one of the
largest and most highly
regarded genealogical
research facilities in the
United States.

WSGS President Jack
Brissee notes that genealo-
gists who visit the Society
library and archives have
ready access to a full range
of historical materials, thus
opening avenues to
research in family history
that many genealogists in
other locations do not
even know exist.

“We think of the WHS
library as ‘our library,’” says
Brissee,“and for that rea-
son WSGS supports it with
monetary contributions,
partnerships in genealogical
education, and in fund-rais-
ing events, and the volun-
teer contributions of
WSGS members.

The Society and the
Foundation warmly
acknowledge WSGS’s 
support.

Business
Partner Story

Wisconsin State
Genealogical Society
WSGS vice president,

Roland Littlewood 
helping a genealogist
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Bobbi S. Ahrens
Debra Anderson
Jerry Anderson
Norm Anderson
Sue Ann Anderson
Barbara Arntz
Ken Artlip
Lois Artlip
Linda Bachowski
James H. Backhaus
Richard Bagley
Andrea Bailey
Hannah Bailey
Jane Balcer
Brett Barker
Becky Barkhaus
Stephanie Barnes
Dolores Bartels
Jim Bartelt
Dan Bartlett
Colleen Bayley
Christina Beach
Sarah Beck
Rad Becker
Jean-Margret Beech
Dallas Behnke
Kelly Behnke
Kathie Benhart
David Benjamin
Don Bergman
Jane Bernhardt
Wanda Bintzler
Liz Birkhauser
Beth Birkholz
Susan Birkholz
Janet Biskobing
John Bissett
Wil Bloy
Karen Boedecker
Carol Boettcher
Carrie Bohman
Mary Boisvert
Colleen, Gene, Jeff Bouzek
Jill Bremigan
Lynn Broberg
Lisa Brockman
Chip Brown
Peg Brown
Mae Bryant 
Shelly Buenzli
Ellen Bunn
Joe Burant
Donna Burgette
Helen Burke
Peggy Burkhard
Theresa Burns
Gabrielle Cain
Cheryl Calder
Kent Calder
Rick Callaway
James Cargill
Samantha Carr
Betty Carroll
Paula Cascella
Rob and Penny Cetnar

Luella Christensen
Cheryl Christenson
Heather Christenson
Helena Christenson
Randy Christenson
Sarah Cizmas
Dann B. Claudon
Sarah Clemen
Donna Clemons
Terri Connell
Sarah Cook
Christy Coombs
Lynda Cooper
Lorraine Count
Samantha Count
Laura Cramer
Mary Jo Cross
Marcia and Terry Crowley
Julie Cull
Craig Culver
Julie Curti
John Cyr
Anna-Lisa Marie Dahlgren
Dairyland Drive Assn.
Yvonne Danhouser
Maureen Day
Jennifer Delatorre
David Dell
Tim Deluhery Jr.
Maxine Dennis
Joe DeRose
Jennie Devereaux-Weber
Elizabeth Diedrick 
Nancy Dignon
Sara-Jean Dostal
Rita Dow
Jim Draeger
Kris Draper
Diane Drexler
Shirley Droste 
Maureen Drunasky
Dan Duchrow
Craig Dunigan
Eileen Dunne 
Craig Dunnigan
Darlene Durand
Jason Durocher
Margaret Dwyer
Jesse Easley
Joshua Easley
Sueann Edenhofer
Michael Edmonds
Jerry Eggleston
Anna Ehler
Richard Ehrenberg
Betsy Ellis
Jessica Ellis Stouffer
Jennifer Elmer
Lawrence Elmer
Lynn Elmer
Gordy Emery
Barbara Essock
Dolores Ethier
Robert Ethier
Russel Evans

Jonathan Evert
Guy Fay
Francis Feider
Karen Fetzer
Katie Fetzer
Karen Field
Tom Finley
Janet Finn
Finnish American Society
Harry Fischer
Sandy Fisher
Ariel Ford
Katie Foster
Julie Franki
Nancy Franz
Marilyn Fredrickson
Joan Freeman
Brad Friend
Virginia Fritzsch
Audrey Fuhrmann
Merle Fuhrmann
Tamara Funk
Gwedolyn Gaines
Sue Galkowski
Monica Galligan-Cain
Jane Garner
Ken Gelhaus
Andrew Gerbitz
Bea Gerbitz
Ruth Gierich
Susan Giese
Linda Ginkel
Wales Girl Scout Troop 241
Louise Gitter
Lorraine Goeden
Alicia Goehring
Dick Gonyo
Cindy Goodman
Peter Gottlieb
Lee Grady
Dan Graff
Karen Graff
Donna Greenwood
Rich Grybos
Jess Gunther
Tom Gutzke
Charles Haas
Sharon Haberkorn
Carolyn Hackler
Jon Hale
Allen Hall
Henry Hall
Stephanie Halle
Leah  Hamann
Becky Hampton
Warren Hansen
Harriet Hapke
Ben Hardin
Mike Harrington
Rita Harrington
Monica Harrison
Richard Harrison
Kristie Hart
Marilyn Heiden
Betty Heim
Ray Heim
Melinda Heinritz
Dwayne Heitzman
Hildegard Helf
Pat Helgerson
Margaret Hendricks
Ernst Hensersky
Fannie Hicklin
Jennifer Hildebrandt
John Hildebrandt
Cheryl Hirte
Jeanie Hoffmann
John Holden
Richard Holden

Volunteers Charles Hollenberger
Nancy Hollenberger
Tom Holman
Rebecca Holmquist
Mary Homiston
Cynthia Hopp
Jeanette Horn
Linda Howard
Marion Howard
Bree Hughes
David Hunzicker
Georgia Hutchison
Karen Hyde
Local Union 494 IBEW
Sarah Ihrcke
Betty Isleb
Bob Jacek
Serena Jacobson
Erika Janik
Cary Janisch
Sally Janisch
John Fenton
Deborah Johnson
Rebecca Johnson
Rosemary Johnson
Irma Jolliffe
Jug Jouppi
Bob Kaczynski
Ida Kahn
Jonathan Kasier
Don Kasper
Michael Kastern
Harriet Keller
Lynn Kepper
Kathleen Kiefer
Millie Kies
Michael and Linda King
BaeRuth Kirschbaum
Eloise Kirschbaum
Helmut Knies
Carol Knutsen
Laura Koch
Phil Koch
Michelle Koehn
James Koelsch
Mary Ann Koester
Mary Koll
Karel Kotnik
Beth Kowalski
Susan and Gordie Kremer
Jim Krikelas
Joan Krikelas
Marge Krohn
Sharon Krueger
June Kuefler
Carol Kumlien
Annie Kurtz
Joliana Kurtz
Gerry Kutchera
Jeff La Marre
Donna Labrenz
Melissa Lacasse
Joyce Lainberger
Charles Lange
Jean Lange
Ellen Langill
Carolyn Larson
Lindsay Larson
Lowell Larson
Zak Larter
Ruth Lathrop
Gloria Laundrie
Maren Lee
Russ Leitz
Evelyn Lembach
Norman Lembach
Laura Lenz
Ali Lenzendorf
Dennis Lenzendorf

Now more than ever, virtually every Society program ben-
efits from or relies on the service of committed, energetic,
and knowledgeable people who donate their time and
expertise. The Society extends its warmest appreciation
for the support of all volunteers, regretting that space
restrictions preclude listing all but the following individu-
als whose contribution for the year exceeds fifty hours.
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Anonymous (31)
Margaret Ahlgren
David H. and Nancy K. Aronson
Ray and Hazel Bayley
Stephan J. and Miriam R. Bensman
Todd I. and Betty J. Berens
Willis and Ruth Bloedow
R. Jerome and Patricia A. Boge
Ann L. and B. Dean Bowles
George Nau and Eleanor A. Burridge
E. David and Mary Jean Cronon
Scott M. Cutlip*
Jennifer Eager Ehle and 

Stephen P. Ehle
Estate of Mary Enerson*
Richard A. Erney
Leslie H. and Barbara Fishel jr.
Mark and Janet Gajewski
Dick Grum
Hugh F. and Edna H. Gwin
Lorenz Heim
Melinda V. Heinritz
Ann Bardeen-Henschel
John O. Holzhueter
W. Pharis and Carolyn Horton
Mrs. Peter D. Humleker Jr.
Donna M. and Rasmus B. A. Kalnes
Joan B. Key
Irma K. Korbitz
Ann L. Koski
Roy C. and Anne H. LaBudde
Robert A. and Dorothy H. Luening
M. Lynn Main
Estate of Violet Eugenia Erickson 

Marans
Eugene G. McLane

Robert B. L. Murphy Society

Ann M. McNeal
George H. Miller
Willis H. Miller
Peter J. and Lisa A. Moris
Mr. and Mrs. H. Nicholas Muller III
Robert B. L.* and Arabel Murphy
Irene M. Newman
Allan R. and Patricia K. Patek
Gregory Postles
David K. and Eleanor L.* Radtke 

Estate
James S. and Ann Wartinbee Reeve
Irvin and Mary Sather
Ruth M. Schoenfeld
Donna J. Sereda
M. James and Joan L. Severa
John D. and Karen A. Singer
Rod M. Starcke and Family 
John C. Street
David R. Stucki
Dawn E. Stucki
Natalie A. Tinkham
Carol T. Toussaint
John B. Toussaint
Mrs. Harvey E. Vick
George L. Vogt
James A. Walz
Laurie A. Wermter
Charles E. and Ruth Werth
Florence Whitefield
Edwin P. and Barbara M. Wiley
Helen B. Wyman*
Estate of Myrtle N. Zache*
Robert S. Zigman

* Deceased

Honor Roll continued

The Wisconsin Historical Foundation honors individuals who benefit the
Wisconsin Historical Society through deferred gifts with membership in the
Robert B. L.Murphy Society.Murphy (1905–2001) was a founding member of
the Wisconsin Historical Foundation and actively served on the Society’s Board
of Curators for forty-two years, serving as its president from 1958–1961.The
Robert B. L. Murphy Society was established in his honor in 1998.

Accurate Business Service
ADMANCO, Inc.
Alliant Energy Corporation
Alpha Investment Consulting 

Group, LLC
American Family Insurance Group
Appleton Papers, Inc.
Robert W. Baird & Company
Banta Corporation Foundation

The Baraboo National Bank
Beyer Construction
Boelter & Lincoln
Brian A. Mitchell Construction
CGSchmidt Construction, Inc.
Chem-Al, Inc.
The Coburn Company
Cress Funeral & Cremation Service

Business Partners

Memorials

Richard Cibula
Merle Curti
Ella R. Dunbar
R.G. Foehringer
Thomas R. Gettolman
Graham Hawks
Dr. Aaron J. and Olive T. Ihde
Barbara Pekel Jones
Juergen Heideking

Theadora Kubly
Kerstin Sandber
Art Schaefer
William F. Stark
Margaret Wagner
Verona M. Wagner
Michael David Wittenwyler�

Myrna Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne A. Williamson
William L. Williamson
Candace Wilmot
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D. Wilson
William G. Wilson
Elizabeth B. Wing
George Wirz
Wisconsin Antique Power Reunion
Wisconsin Archaeological Society
Wisconsin Archaeological Survey
Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation
Wisconsin Underwater 

Archaeological Association
Edward and Diane Wojnicz
Harold J. and Betty J. Wolf
Stephen R. Wolf
Lois G. Wollan
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Wolter
David Wood and Jane Doughty
James D. and Merle L. Woodburn
William J. Woolley
Judy Wright
Lucille Wright
Ygdrasil Literary Society
Spenser Yost
Susan M. Zaeske
Daniel J. Zehren
Reynold W. Zeller
John G. Zeratsky
Mr. and Ms. Gregory J. Ziegler
Louise Ziegler
Richard J. Ziemann
Iris M. Zimmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ervin A. Zippel
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D. Zirbel
David Zurey
Carl and Margaret Zutz�

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Wanasek
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Warns
Washington Island Farm Museum, 

Inc.
Nadine L. Waszak
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Watter
Alan Webster
Charles M. Webster
Joan Weckmueller
Eugene and Jackie Weeden
Neal and Cathy Wegner
Ralph C. and Norma C. Wehlitz
Larry Wehrs
George Weidner
Ray D. Weinhold
Frances L. Weinstein
David M. and Beverly DeSomer Weiss
Joanne L. Wells
Paul Wertsch and Kay Heggestad
Charles H. Westcott
Joan K. Westgard
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Weston
Carol L. Wetzel
Hank and Judy Whipple
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice E. White
Raymond J. White
William B. White
WI Slovak Historical Society
Paula M. Wick
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Wickstrom
Mary T. Wieser
Mr. and Mrs. Duane F. Wilcox
John and Shirley Wilde
Eve Wilkie
Mr. and Mrs. Dale R. Willi
Mr. and Mrs. Dale B. Williams
Dorothy L. Williams
J. Nash Williams
Margaret A. Williams

Society friend Lorenz
Heim has been instru-
mental in preserving two
important photograph
collections, the H. H.
Bennett glass plate nega-
tives and the photographs
of Angus McVicar.

Lorenz was particularly
captivated by the McVicar
collection since he per-
sonally knew Angus and
his family. In fact,Angus’s
son introduced Lorenz to
darkroom development,
and he’s been printing his
own pictures ever since.

A visit last year to the 
H. H. Bennett Studio and
History Center,Wiscon-
sin Dells, inspired Lorenz
to support efforts to pre-
serve Bennett’s original
negatives.

In making his gift, he
stressed,“I don’t want
these glass negatives to
be destroyed,” (he had
heard about other institu-
tions discarding similar
collections—something
the Society would not
do).

In addition to supporting
the Society in 2003 with
these two projects,
Lorenz recently joined
the Robert B. L. Murphy
Society.

The Society and the
Foundation thank
Lorenz— who often visits
the Society to research
his family’s Wisconsin 
history— for his 
generosity.

Murphy Society
Member Story

Lorenz Heim (right)
with State Archivist 

Peter Goottlieb

Families and/or friends of the individuals listed below generously directed
memorial gifts to the Wisconsin Historical Society.

J.P. Cullen & Sons
CUNA Mutual Group Foundation, 

Inc.
Drum Corps. World
Hercules Contractors and Engineers
Isthmus Architecture
Jackson County Bank
Kikkoman Foods
Kohler Company
Lands’ End, Inc.
Madison-Kipp Corporation
The Marcus Corporation 

Foundation, Inc.
Marshall & Isley Foundation, Inc.
Marshall Erdman and Associates
Mead & Hunt
Mead Witter Foundation, Inc.
MGIC
Michael, Best & Friedrich
Nelson Foundation
Northern Lake Service, Inc.
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance

Company
Phoenix Resource Group
Pleasant Company

The Printing Place
Project Solutions, Inc.
The QTI Group
Racine Federated, Inc.
Robert Cox Realty
Roy Tull Real Estate & Appraisal
Rural Insurance Companies
Shafer Pharmacy, Inc.
Speckled Hen Inn Bed & Breakfast
SPEX Eyewear
Springs Window Fashions
Sub Zero Foundation, Inc.
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Trappers Turn, Inc.
Twin Disc, Inc.
Urban Land Interests
U.S. Bank–Madison
Voith Fabrics
Webcrafters-Frautschi Foundation, Inc.
Weimer Bearing Transmission, Inc.
Windway Foundation
Wisconsin Physicians Service�
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William Doub
Marc Duff
Duncan Group
Robert  Edgers
Bettie Eisendrath
Timothy Ericson
First Congregational Church 

(River Falls)
Fond du Lac Public Library
FRIENDS of the Wisconsin Historical

Society
Robert F. Froehlke
Richard Haney
Bert Hart
Ethel Henderson
Glen and Pam Hilts
Eugene and Karen Honzik
Sheridan Huss
International Association of 

Machinists, Local 251
Helen Isensee
Maggie Jungwirth
John W. Kole
Kathy Kouzmanoff
Stanley I. Kutler
La Crosse Public Library
Richard N. Larsen
Carroll B. Lewis
J. W. Lockhart
Jane Lyon
Robert MacNeil
Madison Dietetic Association
Madison Jewish Community 

Council
Madison Maennerchor
Fran Margulies
Dean Mathews
Elizabeth Messerschmidt
Helen L. Metzner
Willis Miller
Minnesota Historical Society
Stephen Mohr
Jayne Mullins
NAACP—Milwaukee Chapter
National Committee Against 

Repressive Legislation
Kenneth K. Neitzel
Mary Connor Pierce
Dudley Pierce
Earl Pingel
Steven J. Powers
John Proctor
Public Relations Society of America
Beryl (Pete) Pullen
Joy Reisinger
Henry Reuss
Marcella Rodewald
Marc Rodriquez
Denese Sanders
Judy Skog
South Central Federation of Labor
Marilynne Strassburg
Superior Rotary Club
Gordon Sussman
Stephen T. Taylor
Teaching Assistants Association
William H. Tishler
United Food and Commercial 

Workers
William H. Upham
Vietnam Veterans Against the War 

(Clarence Fitch Chapter)
Delores Wagner
Ruth V. Waterman
Diane Wiedenbeck
Allan and Ellen Williams
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Library–Archives 
Donald Ackerman
Robert M. Akamatsu
Patricia Albers
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile 

Workers Union, Local 2268
American Association of Colleges 

of Pharmacy
Americans for Democratic Action  

(Greater Washington Chapter)

Clarence A. Ardelt
Donna Arne
Elizabeth Verwiel Baker
Florence Barnett
Robert Bean
Colleen Bell
Paul Boyer
Jamie Cope
Rod Dary
Door County Maritime Museum

Donors to the Collections 
The Wisconsin Historical Society and the Wisconsin Historical Foundation gratefully
acknowledge the organizations and individuals who donated artifacts, historical
records, photographs, and other items to Society collections.The following list includes
significant donations made, and accessioned, during the 2003 fiscal year.

Nancy Lersch
Leah Lestina
Patricia Lew
Chuck Linstrom
Bill Loesch
Linnea Loesch
Bob Longstreth
Brian Loohaus
George Loshaw
Joanne Loshaw
Stephanie Lowden
Cyndi and Chris Luster
Donna Madison
Lynsey Madison
Lillian Magnus
Robert Magnus
Elizabeth Mahan
Kris Malmberg
Bill Malone
Bobbie Malone
Joanne Maloney
Margaret Maly
Tina Maly
Sally Mandell-Rosen
Carolyn Mattern
Molly McCarragher
Don McCollum
Janet McDonald 
Chris McFarlin 
Audrey McGarvey
Norm McGarvey
Art McGlothlin
Jean McMahan
Ann McNeal
Roger Meerdink
Tony Megna
Connie Meier
Dick Meier
Ruth Meier
Jan Metrusias
Midwest Oxen 

Drivers Assn. 
Abigail Miller
Harry Miller
Steve Miller
Nada Moeller
June Mohr
Monica Mooberry
David and Deb Morel
Julie Morello
Danika Morphew-Tarbuck
Jennifer Motszko
Kay Mueller
Stephen Mueller
Jayne Mullins
Tess Mulrooney
Sue Munson
Vera Murk
Trent Nichols
Carla Nickelbein
Katherine Nierengarten
Ed O’Brien
Virginia Oakland
Kori Oberle
Nicole Ohmen
Dolly Olsen
Iris Ost
Donald Otto
Joan Otto
Donald Papke
Erin Passehl
Judy Paul
Mark Pedretti/Prairie du 

Chien H.S. Biology Club
Marilyn Penn
Carol Perko
Shari Perko-Carr

John Peters
Suzanne Peters
Joan Petzold
Lisa Pfaff
Beverly Phillips
Richard Phillips
Marge Pifer
Rick Pifer
Kathy Polich
Barbara Pomarnke
Carol Porter
Prairie du Chien Women’s 

Civic Club
Abby Prill
Mattie Rademacher
Josh Ranger
Michael Rawson
Jean Reese
Ollie Reese
Hildegarde Rehbeck
Tom Reich
Linda Renaud
Bob Rettammel
Ellie Richards
Jim Richards
Wanda Richards
Mike Rider
Sue Rider
Barbara Rink
Francis Ritchie
Linda Ritchie
Nicole Ritchie
Stephanie Roberts
Jim Robinson
Joanne Robis
Shari Roehl
David Roettger
Sue Roettger
Dale-Harriet Rogovich
Paul Rogovich
Jason Rozumalski
Eli Rubin
Lynn A. Rusch
Bob Ryan
Robert E. Ryan
Andrija Sabol
Andy Sabol
Carolyn Sand
Sandy Sander
Elizabeth Scanlon
Steve and Kari Schaal
Gladys Schaefer

Why Do You Volunteer?

Wisconsin Historical Museum Volunteers Share

“One reason I trained as a docent was to learn about the history of
Wisconsin, my adopted state, and in particular its Native Americans.
Furthermore, I enjoy sharing this history with the schoolchildren who visit our
Museum. Nowhere else can they receive such a ‘hands-on’ education in
Wisconsin history.”

“I became a Museum volunteer because I’m retired and have the time, plus I
enjoy teaching children. I find history fascinating and valuable for daily living and
want to help others to that point.” 

“I became a Museum volunteer because I work at home (writer with 
a Ph.D. in history) so wanted an out-of-the-house activity with human contact.
Also, as a newcomer to Wisconsin, I wanted to learn about Wisconsin history.” 

“I developed an interest in Wisconsin history from teaching fourth grade.
[The grade in which students are introduced to state history.] I became a
Museum volunteer because I was looking for an opportunity to continue my love
of teaching into retirement and was looking for a way to meet new friends.”

Gerry Schlecht
Cindy Schlimgen
Gloria Schmid
Lorelei Schneider
Erica Schock
Bunny Schoen
Nicholas Schonberger
David Schrupp
Darlene Schultz
Dick Schultz
Helen Schultz
Mary Schultz
Val Schultz
Barb Schwab
Kathy Schwarten
Lora Schwenn
David Seligman
Donna Sereda
Robin Sheldon
Char Shirvin
Nancy Simenz
Phil Simon
Robert Simonson
Elliott Slauson
Bill Smith
Jenny Smith
Ralph Smith
Kyle Sondergard
David Spies
Betsy Spleas

Kimm Stabelfeldt
Bud Stamm
Dottie Stamm
Erich Stapelfeldt
Emma Starzewski
Sharon Stauffer
Tiffany Stein
Barb Stelloh
Ken Stelloh
Michael Stevens
Luann Stibb
Jacob Stockinger
Lois Stoler
Richard Suleski
Terri Sundberg
Lorraine Tacke
Martha Tessene
LeAnn Tevsh
Matthew Tevsh
Michael Tevsh
Judy TeWinkel
Ken TeWinkel
Tim Thering
Amy Thomas
O. J. Thompto
Sue Thornton
Tim Timmerman
Vicki Tobias
Bob Tom
Charlie Tom

In the 1970s, a Society archivist
approached Wisconsin native
Richard Quinney, a professor 
emeritus of sociology at
Northern Illinois University
and former Fulbright lecturer,
about donating his photo-
graphs and papers to the
Society Archives. Quinney’s
involvement in social change
and his academic work as a
sociologist made his material
important to Society collections,
especially its esteemed social
action materials.

Over the last three decades, Quinney has deposited materials
every four or five years, including the manuscripts of the books
he published during the period, correspondence, both profes-
sional and personal, and unpublished manuscripts. He also
donated the photographs featured in his three autobiographical
books  Journey to a Far Place, For the Time Being, and Borderland.

The photographs are of the landscapes of Walworth County
and DeKalb, Illinois, as well as photographs taken in his travels
to Ireland, China, France, New Zealand, and England.

In 2002, Quinney donated to the visual archives the color pho-
tographs (on slides) that he took in 1969 of the construction of
the World Trade Center (accession number M2002-085). See
the photographs and read Quinney’s accompanying essay in
the Autumn 2002 Wisconsin Magazine of History, online at
www.wisconsinhistory.org/wmh/pdf/wmh_autumn02_quinney.pdf .

Quinney also is making provisions to donate to the
Society his complete collection of photographs and negatives.
Likely to be included are the negatives and photographs of his
family over the last one hundred years, as well as family albums.
These materials will represent the life and work of one
Wisconsin family on a dairy farm that was established in 1868
by Quinney’s great-grandparents, shortly after emigrating from
Ireland during the famine.

Quinney notes,“I am pleased and honored that all of these
materials will be preserved for use by the public and by future
researchers of Wisconsin history.”

Donor Story
Richard Quinney

Volunteers continued Jan Touve
Les Touve
Warren Trede
Maxine Triff
John Trinko
Carol Tritz
Dorothy Tubeszewski
Lorraine Turner
Kostyn Tyksinski
Lois Tyler
Richard Udelhoven
Judy Ulery
Jamie Van Dyke
Elsa Varland
Lloyd Velicer
Villa Louis Carriage 

Classic, Inc.
Tom Villand
Susanne Villar
Lila Vollmer
Chuck Waity
Walworth Cty. 

Vocational Industries
Carly Ward
Ben Watson
Waukesha County 

Correctional Services
Greg Wegner
Dick Wehmeyer
Terry Wehse
Gladys Weissenborn
Diane Welch
Donald Welch
Perry Welch
Calvin J. Wheeler Jr.
Hank Whipple
Jim White
Meagan Wilkie
Jan Wilkinson
Mary Williams
Matt Williams
Jennifer Wilson
Michael Winters/

Eagle Scout Project
J. Anne Wittmann
Dallas Wixom
Grazyna Wojnarowicz
Dave Wood
Loni Wood
Ayako Yoshimura
Marion Youngerman
Daisy Zhang
Jessica Ziegler
John Zimm
Iris Zimmer
Fred Zittel
Steven Zittel

Wisconsin Education Association 
Council

Wisconsin Federation of Women’s 
Clubs

Wisconsin Library Association
Rebecca Young
Zoological Society of Milwaukee 

County

Wisconsin Historical
Museum
James Anderson
Susan Anderson
Daniel Arndt
Janice Arndt
Robert Badame
Rosemary Badame
Marie Barness
Lelia Bascom
Bayfield County Land Department
Floyd Bender
Laureen Bender
William Bewick
Luigi Biundo
Nunzia Biundo
Judith Boehmke
Thomas Boehmke
William Bohl
Rose Ann Bonnell
Paul Bourcier
Jane Brock
Ronald Brock
Diane E. Buck
James Butcha
Beth Cathcart
David Champine
Richard Cherney
Andrea Christofferson
City of Peshtigo
City of Watertown
Adaline Claflin
Floyd Claflin
Frances L. Coy
Francis Cutler
Harvey Dahnert
Margaret Dahnert
Carol Deback
Harold Deback
Steve Dedio
Rick Demeuse
Michael Di Loreto
James Draeger
Thomas Dura
Joanne Dyskow
Ray Ellis
David Erickson
Tracy Erickson
Theresa Farr 
Donald Fenner
J. Furseth
Gatzke Farms, Inc.
G.A. Friedli
Floyd M. Gills Sr.
Stanley Gobrecht
John Goetz
Rachael M. Goetz Trust
Guy A. Gottschalk
Louis Grassman
Marvelene Grassman
Kelly Hamilton
Laurel B. Hefty
Daniel Hegewald
Viola Heise
Arthur Helminiak
Dolores M. Hensgen
Mildred Beahm Holt Estate

Jardin des Plantes, Paris, 1991.
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Ex-Officio
Peter Arnold, OWW Director
Patricia M. Nelson, Friends of 

OWW Executive Director

Memorial Pendarvis
Endowment Trust Fund
Beverly Harris, President
Phil Crawford, Vice President
Jim Stroschein, Secretary-Treasurer
Eric Kyser
Raymond Nortman
Allen Schroeder

members from Mineral Point
David Pamperin, Madison

Stonefield Endowment
Trust
Charles Lange, President, Cassville
Jane Bernhardt, Cassville
Julie Cull, Glen Haven
Stacy Martin, Lancaster
Alice Richter, Cassville
Tom Vondrum, Glen Haven
David Pamperin, Madison
Allen Schroeder, Mineral Point

Friends of Villa Louis
Dale Klemme, President
Kathy Koch, Vice President 
Kati Forsythe, Treasurer
Luanne Neumann, Secretary
Penny Lenzendorf
Paul M. Porvaznik
Dawn Slyfield 

H. H. Bennett
Foundation
Bud Gussel, President
Tom Diehl
Jim Mattei
Jean Reese
Tim Tofson
David Pamperin

Burial Sites
Preservation Board
Robert F. Boszhardt, La Crosse
David J. Grignon, Keshena
Rosanne M. Meer, Madison
Robert D. Powless Sr., Odanah
Patricia B. Richards, Elm Grove
Clarice Ritchie, Crandon�

Fellows
Richard N. Current, South Natick, 

MA
Leslie H. Fishel jr., Madison
Joan E. Freeman, Madison
Alan T. Nolan, Indianapolis, IN
William F. Thompson Jr., Madison

Bette Arey, Hales Corners, 
Vice President

John P. Hess, Spring Green, Secretary
Bob Elmer, New Glarus, Treasurer
Robert B. Thomasgard Jr., Madison,

Ex-Officio Officer
Tom McKay, Belleville, Executive 

Secretary
Nijole Etzwiler, Baraboo, Past 

President

Members-at-Large
John Englesby, Morrisonville
Mary Jane Herber, De Pere
John P. Hess, Spring Green
Andrea Marple Wittwer, Hayward
James Schinderle, Mayville
Jo Anne Yaeger, Waupaca

Regional Representatives
Michael Aubinger, Ashwaubenon
Marilyn Canfield, Wind Lake
Bob Elmer, New Glarus
Lavern Kruse, Loganville
David Lane, Crivitz
Helen Robinson, Rural
Rose Rumpff, Sheboygan Falls
Patricia Schroeder, Park Falls
James Schumacher, Chippewa Falls

Historic Preservation
Review Board
Diane Al Shihabi, Middleton
Bruce T. Block, Milwaukee
Jane A. Carroll, Madison
Robert P. Fay, Two Rivers
Thomas C. Hubka, Milwaukee
Kelly S. Jackson, Lac du Flambeau
Dan J. Joyce, Kenosha
Diane Kealty, Whitefish Bay
William G. Laatsch, Sturgeon Bay
Erica St. Angel, Portage
Philip H. Salkin, Verona
Valentine J. Schute Jr., La Crosse
Claudia G. Smith, Menomonie
Daniel J. Stephans, Madison
Eric J. Yonke, Stevens Point

Friends of Old World
Wisconsin
Officers
George A. Dionisopoulos, President
Michael W. McNeely, President-Elect
Lynda J. Cooper, Vice President
Robert L. Hanley, Vice President
Eloise Richards, Secretary/Treasurer

Directors-at-Large
Karen H. Carlson 
Warren E. Hansen 
Patricia E. Kern
Terry Ladwig
Stephen L. Nass 
Kristine M. Roepsch 
JoAnn Friend Villavicencio 
Barbara M. Wiley 
Paul R. Wiltsey Jr.

Honorary Directors
George A. Evans Jr.
Betty J. Isleb 
Carolyn T. Larson 
Lowell L. Larson 
Judy Wojta
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Boards
Serving the
Wisconsin
Historical

Society

Board of Curators 
Officers 
Patricia A. Boge, La Crosse, 

President
Mark L. Gajewski, Madison, 

President-Elect
Anne M. West, Ephraim, Treasurer
Robert B. Thomasgard Jr., Madison,

Secretary

Members
Ruth Barker, Ephraim
Thomas H. Barland, Eau Claire
Murray D. Beckford, Cascade
Mary F. Buestrin, Mequon
Thomas E. Caestecker, Green Lake
John Milton Cooper Jr., Madison
William J. Cronon, Madison
Craig Culver, Prairie du Sac
Laurie DeWitt Davidson, Marinette
Ness Flores, Waukesha
Stephen J. Freese, Dodgeville
Charles E. Haas, La Crosse
Beverly A. Harrington, Oshkosh
Fannie E. Hicklin, Madison
John O. Holzhueter, Mazomanie
Gregory Huber, Wausau
Margaret B. Humleker, Fond du Lac
John Kerrigan, Dubuque, Iowa
Ellen D. Langill, Waukesha
Genevieve G. McBride, Milwaukee
Judy Nagel, DePere
Janice M. Rice, Stoughton
Fred A. Risser, Madison

John M. Russell, Menomonie
John Schroeder, Milwaukee
Dale Schultz, Richland Center
Carlyle H. Whipple, Madison

Curators Emeriti
E. David Cronon, Madison
Janet S. Hartzell, Grantsburg
Nathan S. Heffernan, Madison
William Huffman, Milwaukee
Howard W. Mead, Madison
Frederick I. Olson, Wauwatosa
Robert S. Zigman, Mequon

Honorary Curator
George H. Miller, Ripon

Ex-Officio
Bruce T. Block, Milwaukee, 

President, Wisconsin 
Historical Foundation

Delores C. Ducklow, Middleton, 
President, FRIENDS of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society

John Grek, Ashland, President, 
Wisconsin Council for 
Local History

David W. Olien, Madison, Senior 
V.P. for Administration, 
University of Wisconsin System

Wisconsin Historical
Foundation
Officers
Bruce T. Block, Milwaukee, 

President
Daniel W. Erdman, Madison, 

Vice President
Sheldon B. Lubar, Milwaukee, Vice 

President
Walter S. Rugland, Appleton, Vice 

President
Edwin P. Wiley, Milwaukee, Vice 

President
Rhona E. Vogel, Brookfield, 

Treasurer
John D. Singer, Madison, Secretary
W. Pharis Horton, Madison, 

Assistant Treasurer and Secretary

Directors
Hartley B. Barker, Scottsdale, 

Arizona
Patricia A. Boge, La Crosse
Robert M. Bolz, Madison
James D. Ericson, Milwaukee
Rockne G. Flowers, Madison
John J. Frautschi, Madison
Mark L. Gajewski, Madison
Richard H. Holscher, Lake 

Tomahawk
Margaret B. Humleker, Fond du Lac
Ralph C. Inbusch Jr., Fox Point
W. Robert Koch, Madison
Roy C. LaBudde, Milwaukee
Paul Meissner, Milwaukee
Jodi Peck, Milwaukee
Peggy A. Rosenzweig, Wauwatosa
Richard L. Schmidt, West Bend
Robert S. Zigman, Milwaukee

Directors Emeriti
Thomas H. Barland, Eau Claire
George H. Miller, Ripon
Carol T. Toussaint, Madison

Friends of the
Wisconsin 
Historical Society
Officers
Delores C. Ducklow, Middleton, 

President
Donna M. Kalnes, Eagle, Past 

President
Mary Jane Herber, De Pere, Vice 

President
Eugene L. Spindler, Verona, Treasurer
Kathleen Thompson, Madison, 

Secretary
Alicia L. Goehring, Madison, Staff 

Liaison

Trustees
Judie Balderson, Danbury
Jane B. Bernhardt, Cassville
Elizabeth Diedrick, Edgerton
Chuck Hatfield, La Farge
Ellwyn L. Hendrickson, Menomonie
Fannie E. Hicklin, Madison
Charles R. Hilston, Madison
Richard N. Larsen, Oregon
Dorothy McNall, Janesville
Richard L. McNall, Janesville
Lauri D. Morris, Madison
Luanne Neumann, Prairie du Chien
Jeanne Petermann, Plymouth
Patricia J. Popple, Chippewa Falls
Gerilyn Schneider, Madison
Shirley M. Speilman, Wautoma
Riene Wells, Eagle

Circus World
Museum Foundation
Officers
Merlin E. Zitzner, Baraboo, Chair
Brian L. Morello, Brown Deer, Vice 

Chair of Administration
John S. Lloyd, Oak Brook, IL, 

Vice Chair of Planning
Renee Boldt, Appleton, Secretary
James L. Kieffer, Baraboo, Treasurer
William F. Greenhalgh, Baraboo, 

Treasurer

Members
John J. Burke, Milwaukee
Paul Endres, Baraboo
William F. Fox, Milwaukee
John C. Goodall Jr., Glenview, IL
David Hoffman, Black River Falls
Dean Jensen, Milwaukee
Wayne McGown, Madison
Jack McKeithan, Milwaukee
Fred D. Pfening III, Columbus, OH
Roy J. Reiman, Greendale
Fred A. Risser, Madison
John Russell, Menomonie
John Seaman, Sanibel, FL
Terry K. Shockley, Madison
Les R. Smout, Clearwater, FL
Dean Steinhorst, Baraboo
Donna L. Strong, Brookfield
Robert B. Thomasgard Jr., Madison

Wisconsin Council
for Local History
Officers
John Grek, Ashland, President

Christine Sinkule Estate
Barbara Lester Smith
John Sollman
Charlene Steinmetz
Franklin Steinmetz
Earl Stephenson
Karl Stibbe
Patsy Stibbe
Joseph Stoltz
Catherine Taylor
Joseph Terry
Pamela Terry
Sue Ann Thompson
Jule Tipler
Robert Tipler
University of Wisconsin–Madison 

Geology Museum
Robert Van Hulle
Marvin Van Rite
George L. Vogt
Virginia S. Walker
Jerome Watzke
Clayton Weis
Russell Weis
John Welsh
Ken Westphall
Jennie Westphall
Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation
Wisconsin Governor’s Executive 

Residence
Wisconsin Governor’s Office
Wisconsin Historical Foundation, Inc.
Wisconsin Veterans Museum
Edwin Witte
Leonard Wiza
Dorothy Wolverton
James Wunderlich
Gerald Zarecki
Ervin Zander
Arthur Zorn

Historic Sites
Old World Wisconsin
Kris Babe
Wilbur and Pearl Benoy 
Lissette Bruss 
Eric and Audrey Erickson 
Carol Haug 
Elmer Koehler 
Kathleen Lashley 
Diana Ludtke Stefan 
Rhonda McNurlan 
Fred Michaels 
Marlene Nieto 
Ellen Penwell 
Florence Miller Petterson 
Gerald and Marian Pontel 
Bev Remington 
Caryl Robers 
Ken Schenian 
Arden and Judith Spiegel 
Anthony Torzala
Dorothy Vallier 
Michael and JoAnn Youngman 

Pendarvis
Josephine Garland Nattkemper 
Chris Kubicek 

Villa Louis
Charles Lange 
Kohler Foundation 
Nancy Thurn, Goldie Clanton
Brian Coleman 

Donors to the Collections continued

Alice Hopp
Jeff Huser
Sandra Huser
John R. Ihde
James Jaworski
Tracy Jaworski
Frances Johnson
Selma Kappleman
Deborah Kmetz
James R. Kempfer
Virginia W. Kiefer
James A. Kipp
Thomas M. Kitchen
Darren Kluck
Elizabeth Kluck
George Kontos
Ann L. Koski
Marvin Krall
Evelyn Kulhanek
John Kulhanek
Lois Laper
Loralee Lasley
James Laurent
Paul Leach
Pamela Lesnick
Timothy Lesnick
Walter Machulak
Susan Curtiss Maron
Carolyn Mattern
Roman Meier
William Mick
Dorothy Mielke
William Moore
H. Nicholas Muller III
Wayne Nejedlo
Donald Neu
Gloria Neu
Brenda Nichols
David Nichols
James Nidy
Amy Nordin
Glen Nordin
Everett Parduhn
Janine Parduhn
Payne and Dolan, Inc.
Margaret Peterson
Sharon Peterson
Eleanor Green Piel
Pine River Builders, Inc.
Hannah Pinkerton
Michael C. Polzin
Loren Price
Chad Przybylski
Rudolph Raschka
Jane Reynolds
Pamela Rockwell
Scott Roller
Florence Romberg
Wayne Romberg
Rosewood Cemetery
Arlene Roth
Richard Roth
Dennis Rutta
Ellen Rutta
John Scheper
Yolanda Scheper
Beverly Schlieckau
Harold Schlieckau
Ronald Schmidt
Richard Schwab
James Selle
Mary A. Selle
Bernice Shallow-Goetz
Arthur Simpson Estate

Michael Douglass 
Note: The Jeffris Family Foundation
made a significant donation to facili-
tate the purchase of Dousman fami-
ly artifacts including, jewelry, silver,
linens, ceramics, glass, kitchen tools,
photographs and related material. 

Circus World Museum 
Charles Aknin-Singley
Fran Boas Allison
Roy E. Altenbach
Gene Baxter
Margaret Berg
Ian Bernard
Big Apple Circus
David Carlyon
Margaret Carney
Marjorie B. Carver
Jerry Cash
Carolyn Chaney
Charles Colley
June Coates
John C. Corson
Don Covington
Malcolm H. Craven
Fred Dahlinger
Jerry Dahlke
Janet M. Davis
Robert C. Dewel
Evelyn Drimmer 
Robert R. Edenfield 
William L. Elbirn
Gordon Emery
Elisabeth Engel
Frank Ernst
David Fitzroy
Stephen T. Flint
Sabina S. Freeman
John C. Goodall Jr.
Judy Griffin
Ernst Günther
Paul C. Gutheil 
Robert J. Harris
Trudy Harris
Robert A. Heber
Jane Heckman
Walter G. Heist Jr.
Timothy J. Herrick
Tim J. Holst
Nancy C. Hook
Giovanni Iuliani
Dominique Jando
John Kaler
Carol Kelly
Robert Kitchen
Richard Lokemoen
Lynden Lyman 
Douglas D. MacLeod
Linda M. Marlow
Eric McConnell  
John H. McConnell
John Mellowes
David Meyer
Dwight Miller
Dale Monsell
Keith Nelson
Dean O’Brien
Bill O’Daniel
Greg Parkinson
Matthew L. Pinion
John F. Polacsek
Chester Poniatowski
Greg Renoff
Dale and Evelyn Riker
Joseph W. Rogers

Kris Ruff
John M. Russell
Hermann Sagemüller
Helen SaLoutos
Yvette Scheven
Dorothy Schneider
Walter Scott
Claudia Shannahan
Ed Sheehan
Charles A. Singley
William L. Slout
Scott Suther
Susannah Taylor
Timothy N. Tegge
Stuart Thayer
Bill Thompson
Sandy Tielens
Wartman Chandler Appraisal 

Associates
Richard Whitmarsh
Richard Windsor
Dietmar Winkler
Katharine G. Wolf�



Revenues—$18,326,748*
1. State Appropriations $11,044,545 60.7%
2. Earned Income $ 4,740,187 26.1%
3. Endowment Earnings $   772,947 4.2%
4. Federal Grants and Contracts $ 1,030,443 5.7%
5. Gifts and Bequests $   601,351 3.3%
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Expenditures—$18,415,903
1. Historic Sites $4,121,657 22.4%
2. Historic Preservation $1,619,987 8.8%
3. Museum $2,630,942 14.3%
4. Library-Archives $3,974,659 21.6%
5. Debt Service $1,395,719 7.6%
6. Public History $1,512,909 8.2%
7. Executive Office $ 435,193 2.4%
8. Administrative Services $2,282,337 12.4%
9. Program Revenue Lapse $ 442,500 2.4%

* Fiscal 2002–2003 revenues do not include full
reimbursements on all federal grants.

State Operating Support
Fiscal Years 1999–2003

The Wisconsin Historical Foundation, a not-for-profit
501(c)(3) organization, was established in 1954 for the
sole purpose of supporting the Wisconsin Historical
Society and its programs. Specific funtions include
fund raising, membership, special events, and external
relations for the Society. 
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Wisconsin Historical Society
Minutes of the Annual Meeting

Madison, Wisconsin
June 13, 2003

The 157th Annual Business Meeting was called to order by the President, Patricia Boge at 1:00 P.M. at the Wisconsin Historical
Society headquarters building in Madison on Friday, June 13, 2003.
President Patricia Boge’s Remarks

Good afternoon and welcome to the 157th annual meeting of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. In a few moments,
you will hear Director Bob Thomasgard’s “State of the State” remarks so I won’t attempt to steal his thunder. For the second spring
in a row, your Board has had the onerous duty of approving drastic budget cuts resulting in the elimination of staff positions and
programs. This was not done lightly or easily. Two special board meetings were called in March and April to deal specifically with
the budget. Again, Bob will address this in some detail.

On behalf of the Board of Curators, I’d like to concentrate on thanking a number of people for getting us through a difficult
year. The danger, of course, in thanking people by name, is that somehow, someone gets left out, and for that I apologize.

• First of all, I want to express appreciation to the staff, including supervisors, who’ve redoubled their efforts to provide 
quality service under extenuating circumstances.

• I’d like to cite the Division managers, who collectively share duties across division lines to allow the business of the Society
to move forward seamlessly. In particular, I’d like to recognize David Pamperin who heads the Legislative Advocacy com-
mittee, as well as his colleagues in this effort: Betsy Trane, Ann Koski, Michael Stevens, Peter Gottlieb, David Seligman, 
and Alicia Goehring. These people educate the Board with a focused process for working with the legislature.

• The Board—my board, your board—has done an outstanding job this year, from coming to extra meetings, to serving on 
committees, to rallying to the cause of communicating with the Joint Finance Committee, the rest of the Legislature, and 
the Governor. For that I have to mention board member Mary Buestrin for chairing the Legislative Relations Committee, 
as well as our four legislators: Steve Freese, Greg Huber, Fred Risser, and Dale Schultz. This has been an education for all 
of us. One lesson we learned: you don’t just go to legislators in a crisis; you continue the dialogue during the good times 
as well. One other board member deserves special mention—Bill Cronon. Dr. Cronon, using his vast electronic network, 
rallied his history colleagues from all over the world in support of the Wisconsin Historical Society.

• John Singer and his hardworking staff of the Wisconsin Historical Foundation are to be commended for continuing to 
reach new fund-raising goals and increasing Society membership to almost 13,000.

• The media was especially helpful in getting the word out about the plight of the Society. Thanks again to our division 
managers, who met with the editorial boards of the state’s major newspapers. Aided in all of this is Bob Granflaten with 
his strong contacts with all of the media.

• One year ago, I stood up here and announced the departure of George Vogt, the Society’s director. Since then, Bob 
Thomasgard has assumed the role of acting director—for the third time! He’s been filling not only his job as associate 
director, but director as well, and for this the board cannot thank him enough. He’s agreed to stay in this position as the 
search for a new director continues.

• And lastly, I want to thank you, the members, supporters, and lovers of history. It is because of your support, because of 
your letters to the governor and legislators, and because of your attendance at Joint Finance hearings, that we are where 
we are today. A recommendation to amend our budget and reduce the cuts passed unanimously, 16-0, by the Joint 
Finance Committee, and is working its way through the legislature. We don’t know what the governor will ultimately do, 
but we can hope—always hope. Our board, staff, legislators, and friends will continue to advocate for the Society.

I leave you with a quote from documentary filmmaker Ken Burns, in his response to Bill Cronon: “Without a past, we have
no future. It’s as simple as that!”
Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was distributed at the meeting. 
Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the 2002 Annual Business Meeting held on July 13, 2002, in
Milwaukee. 
Election of Curators

Nominating Committee Chair Beverly Harrington reported the results of the 2003 curator election. 
A total of 4,270 ballots were returned for the curator elections. The percentage of returns is approximately 22. The number

of ballots returned is up from 2,809 last year. 
The following seven individuals were incumbents of the Board and were re-elected to serve three-year terms:

Thomas Barland—Eau Claire William Cronon—Madison
Murray “Chip” Beckford—Cascade Patricia Boge—La Crosse
Genevieve McBride—Milwaukee Carlyle “Hank” Whipple—Madison
John Cooper Jr.—Madison
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Staff

Executive Office
Robert B. Thomasgard Jr., 

Director
Margaret Maly, 

Administrative Secretary
Betsy Trane, Administrative 

Policy Advisor
Robert Granflaten, Public 

Information Officer

Administrative Services
David Seligman, Controller
David Bambrough
Carol Benson 
Clarence R. Ditsch
James O. Ellis
Errol Erstad
Paul Hamilton
Mary Hanaway
Paul Hedges
Alice Jackson
Peter Oemichen
Iris Ost
Robbie R. Recker
Jeffrey Ritchey
Brian Schroeder
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(left to right) Deirdre March, Margaret Maly, Carolyn Matney, Leslie Eisenberg, and Kelly
Hamilton celebrate Carolyn’s 31 years of service at her retirement party, May 29, 2003.
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• Affirming the Library-Archives’ mission
• Renewing collaboration with the university
• Increasing and improving collection storage space
• Diversifying funding sources
• Receiving support from the state for state records management

Mr. Thomasgard reported on a number of facilities projects that were completed during the last year. At the Villa Louis his-
toric site in Prairie du Chien, the second phase of the “documentary restoration” was completed in May. Approximately $375,000
was spent to update security systems at a number of the Society’s locations. Approval has been granted for moving a building, build-
ing repair and an addition at our Madeline Island facility. He also noted that funding has been approved to improve the structur-
al integrity, exterior, and building systems for the train shed at Circus World Museum in Baraboo. 

The Society’s membership currently stands at 12,700, which puts us in second place for historical society membership in the
nation. Mr. Thomasgard stated that we have members from all seventy-two counties in Wisconsin, all fifty states, and fifteen coun-
tries. He said that the Wisconsin Historical Foundation has successfully raised $2.3 million in private gifts for the Society this fis-
cal year. This represents an almost 20 percent increase over the amount raised last year. He stated that this shows that a lot of peo-
ple appreciate the Society and what we do and have stepped forward to support our organization. 

Mr. Thomasgard noted a special gift of $250,000 from two Kohler families for new microfilm cameras and scanning equip-
ment. The addition of this much-needed equipment will speed the processing of the senior and junior Governor Kohlers’ papers
and update the equipment in the microfilm lab. The Wisconsin Historical Foundation also provided $90,000 in loans for entre-
preneurial projects. 

Another important initiative has taken off during the past year—marketing. The Board of Curators has approved a marketing
plan. As part of this effort, the Foundation will recruit the first-ever marketing position for the Society. 

Mr. Thomasgard stated that over 1.5 million discrete individuals used our Web site last year. Currently an effort is underway
to redesign the Web site to update it and make it easier to use. Another effort underway is the use of “annual themes” to give some
interpretive continuity throughout the Society and to highlight what we do, as well as provide relationships between our programs. 

Our marketing plan includes increasing information given to teachers about special programs and services available through
the Society. Work is underway on a major donor recognition event to honor “history makers” throughout the state. It is hoped that
this event will eventually become a major revenue stream for the marketing program. Mr. Thomasgard discussed how incredibly
supportive the media have been with the Society’s budgetary problems. He stated that the Society would continue to work closely
with the media to publicize our programs, and noted the value of that programming to the state. 

Mr. Thomasgard reported that the Society partnered with Culver’s restaurants to market the historic sites through an in-kind
contribution of one million tray liners featuring the sites. These were used in all Culver’s restaurants in Wisconsin during the month
of June. Culver’s has also provided coupons for 8,000 waffle cones to be given to paid visitors at the sites. 

The Museum had five major exhibits during this fiscal year. Exhibits featured the fiftieth anniversary of the Braves, Jewish
prairie pioneer women, the Badger Army Ammunition Plant, Icons of Wisconsin, and the signers of the Declaration of
Independence. 

Director Thomasgard stated the Society has had a great deal of success in improving service to the public. The library has
recently been closed to facilitate moving an estimated 650,000 books to simplify access, relieve some congestion, provide addition-
al growth space, and integrate the collection. This was possible due to the acquisition some additional off-site collection storage for
infrequently used materials.

Records in our Museum collections database have been increased from 25,000 to 151,000, and digitized records have been
increased from 2,500 to 8,000. He reported that over 130,000 records of archaeological and historic resources have been combined
into a single, searchable database. A “webmaster” has been hired, and has initiated the redesign of our Web site. In our historic preser-
vation division, our review process for impacts on cultural resources has been revamped to save time on a state and national level.

The Society partnered with the Wisconsin Federation of Museums to deliver training services to local historical societies and
museums. To add value for visitors to Old World Wisconsin, hand-held audio tour guides have been introduced. 

Mr. Thomasgard highlighted a number of other program successes, including:
• Six of the top twenty titles on the University of Wisconsin Press’s best seller list are Society publications.
• Our book list generated over $250,000 in sales. This is double last year’s amount.
• National History Day participation has more than doubled, with nearly 4,000 students across the state participating. 
• Over 24,000 schoolchildren toured the Wisconsin Historical Museum. And even more visited the Society’s historic sites this year.
• The Online Genealogical Research Service program has seen tremendous growth in orders, generating $25,000 in revenue 

last year. Also, a number of services have been added, including Civil War information and biographical resources. 
Old Business

There was no old business.
New Business

There was no new business.
Adjournment

The 157th Annual Business meeting adjourned at 2:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted,
Robert B. Thomasgard Jr., Secretary
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One individual was newly elected to serve on the Board:
John Holzhueter—Mazomanie
All eight individuals listed above will serve three-year terms that expire in June 2006.
Twenty-three of the ballots were disqualified because they were returned blank, or because they voted for more than eight indi-

viduals. 
Director’s Report

Director Bob Thomasgard said that it was nice to see so many people at today’s annual meeting. He stated that this last year
has been the most interesting and challenging since he began working for the Society twenty years ago. He noted that since George
Vogt left the Society eleven months ago, there have been a variety of challenges, including several extreme budget threats. 

Mr. Thomasgard said that he was happy to report that the Society has met those challenges and accomplished much in the
past year. 

He explained that there were three separate pieces of legislation that have mandated reductions in the Society’s operating budg-
et for 2002-2003. Together, they required the following cuts:

1. $1,345,900 GPR and 15 GPR positions (including nine layoffs)—permanently
2. $567,800 GPR—one time 
3. $422,600 PRO (earned revenue)—one time

Concerning the 2003–2005 operating budget that begins with the new fiscal year on July 1, Mr. Thomasgard stated that the
governor originally proposed a reduction of 30 GPR positions and $1,500,000 in each year of the biennium. He noted that with
125 authorized GPR positions in the Society, this would mean a 25 percent reduction in staff. 

Director Thomasgard stated that thanks to intense advocacy efforts, the Joint Finance Committee has proposed a reduction of
15 GPR positions and $750,000 annually. The welcomed relief from the Joint Finance Committee has been a result of much hard
work from many sources.

Mr. Thomasgard thanked Mr. David Pamperin, the Historic Sites Administrator who has led the internal advocacy committee. He
noted that David has put in a significant amount of time and effort in bringing about the relief. (The members applauded Mr. Pamperin
for his work.)

Mr. Thomasgard thanked the four legislators on our Board, Senator Fred Risser, Senator Dale Schultz, Representative Steve
Freese, and Representative Greg Huber for all the work they have done on behalf of the Society. He also thanked the other Board
of Curators members, especially Mrs. Mary Buestrin, for the help they provided to the Society by contacting key people and
explaining the importance of the Society programs. 

He said that it was very heartening that over seventy organizations, representing almost 135,000 members, formed a coalition
that sent letters in support of the Society’s work. They represent a wide spectrum of organizations that each uses the vast resources
of the Society in different ways, with one commonality: that the Society is vital to the citizens of the state. 

Mr. Thomasgard cautioned that the budget reduction process is not over yet, and noted that advocacy efforts are continuing
in the hopes of protecting the decrease in proposed cuts to the organization. He thanked the media for wanting to learn and under-
stand more about the Society. He stated that we must keep the momentum going, and keep informing people about the Society’s
programs. 

In talking about the state’s capital budget, Mr. Thomasgard stated that the Society is in desperate need of a collection storage
facility. He noted that our current facilities are “packed to the gills,” and that we have tried repeatedly to get approval for a storage
facility. This year, almost all of the capital budget requests were denied due to the state’s economic situation. However, our request
was an exception. The Society’s request for an $8 million facility was deferred, with a recommendation that we work with the uni-
versity and their collection needs. 

Mr. Thomasgard stated that he would be spending more time on this project in the next twelve months. 
The Society owns 250 buildings in the state (including structures at Circus World Museum). Mr. Thomasgard explained that

the Building Commission has reserved $800,000 for “catch-up” maintenance of our buildings. He noted that this is very good
news. The money would be in addition to other monies that we compete for to maintain the buildings. He noted that so far this
fiscal year we have been successful in acquiring $2.5 million from the Building Commission for building projects. 

Director Thomasgard talked about two major programmatic studies that have been completed during the last year. The stud-
ies provide direction for the Society’s two largest programs, the historic sites and the library-archives. 

At the request of the Society, Governor Scott McCallum appointed the Historic Sites Commission. The Commission submit-
ted their report to the Governor on July 15 of last year. Recently, a separate piece of legislation has been drafted to address the nine
recommendations of the Commission. The legislation (Assembly Bill 328) currently has forty-five sponsors and will help the
Society with future operations of the sites programs, as well as provide more flexibility in several areas for the entire Society. If passed
into law, the bill would do the following:

• Increase management flexibility
• Improve partnership opportunities
• Protect earned and gift revenues
• Create authorizing language for dedicated building stewardship

The second report prepared by the Library-Archives Study Committee was approved at the Board of Curators’ February 2003
meeting, and includes eight recommendations, including the following:
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Digest of Board Actions
October 19, 2002 – June 13, 2003

At Eau Claire, October 19, 2002
• Approved the minutes of the July 12, 2002, meeting in Milwaukee
• Accepted all nine recommendations of the Governor’s Commission on Historic Sites and encouraged Society staff to work 

with the Department of Tourism and other partners to maximize sites promotion using existing marketing resources
• Deaccession the following items:

#1959.86–Ford Model T—four door, five passenger touring car
#1983.301–Sears Motor Buggy, Model 6
#1964.255–Flax Hetchel

• Approved the application of affiliation for the Nichols Area Historical Society
• Approved the continuance of affiliation (end of probationary period) of the Amery Historical Society, the Eagle Historical 

Society, the Jacksonport Historical Society, and the Trempealeau Community Heritage Society
• Directed staff to proceed with all deliberate speed to:  (a) place all of Wisconsin’s eligible shipwrecks and their attendant arti-

facts, not already so placed, on the National Register of Historic Places of the United States Department of Interior, (b) take 
any other appropriate action(s) to establish the state’s title to and ownership of our historic shipwrecks and their attendant 
artifacts, and (c) proceed to give the general public legally sufficient notice of the State’s title to and ownership of our eligible
shipwrecks and their attendant artifacts through all reasonable and appropriate means

At Madison, February 15, 2003
• Approved the minutes of the October 19 2002, meeting in Eau Claire
• Accepted and implemented the eight recommendations of the Library-Archives Study Committee as listed in the 

Committee’s “Safeguarding a Public Legacy” report
• Reaffirmed the broad strategic mission of the Wisconsin Historical Society and all the functions that we serve. The Board 

reserves all judgment and affirms the commitment of the board as we move forward into a difficult budget situation
• Approved the applications of affiliation for the Hyde Historical Territory, and the Mid-Continent Railway Historical Society
• Approved the continuance of affiliation (end of probationary period) of the Freemont Area Historical Society, the Lomira 

Historical Society, the Ole Brule Heritage Society, and the Tomahawk Area Historical Society

At Madison, March 22, 2003
There were no actions taken at this meeting.

At Madison, April 12, 2003
• Approved a resolution for Carolyn Matney, who retired from the Society on May 30, 2003, after almost 31 years of service
• Approved a budget reduction plan
• Stated that the Board of Curators and Society staff continue to work with members of the legislature and the Joint 

Committee on Finance to soften the severity of the Society’s budget cuts by:
1.Asking key legislators to support eliminating the linkage in the governor’s budget between specific numbers of position 

cuts and the target figure for dollar cuts, thus allowing the Society to manage the budget cuts on the basis of dollars 
only rather than on both dollars and positions;

2.Seeking an end to the legislative practice of making state agencies return earned revenue to the state’s general fund in 
order to plug holes in the state budget. The program revenue lapse undermines the state agencies’ efforts to help sup-
port themselves outside the state budget process by earning revenues through admission fees, gift shop sales, and other 
entrepreneurial initiatives; and

3.Asking legislators to reexamine the severity of the Society’s proposed cuts, which exceed those ordered for most other state 
agencies, and to reduce the target reduction of $1.5 million to bring the cuts in line with those ordered for other state 
agencies.

• Recognized the distinguished service of Mr. Roy LaBudde for his dedicated service on the Board of Curators

At Madison, June 13, 2003
• Approved the minutes of the February 15, March 22, and April 12, 2003, meetings in Madison
• Approved resolutions for Jack Lohrentz, who has worked for the Society for over twenty years, primarily in the area of 

financial management; and for Jerry Viste, who has served on the Board of Curators since 1982, including two terms as 
Board president

• Approved a revised GPR  budget reduction plan eliminating $750,000 GPR and fifteen GPR positions
• Deaccessioned a collection of rocks and fossils (Activity Number FD2003.23), and donated them to the University of 

Wisconsin–Madison Geology Museum
• Approved the applications of affiliation for the Delavan Historical Society, the Milwaukee Schools Historical Society, and the

Oulu Historical Society
• Approved the continuance of affiliation (end of probationary period) of the Mercer Area Historical Society, the Mountain 

Historical Society, and the Rochester Area Historical Society
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The Society’s statewide network of historic sites intro-
duced new special programs in 2003 in addition to their
running favorites. Pictured are three generations of a
family watching a temperance rally at Old World
Wisconsin, Eagle.

Participation in the Society-administered National History Day
in Wisconsin academic enrichment program more than doubled,
to 2,000+ students, in 2003. Pictured is one of the national final-
ists, sixth grader Elizabeth Howell-Little of EAGLE School in
Madison, showing her colors in Washington, D.C.

From the sagas of Vikings in Canada in AD 1000 to the diaries
of mountain men in the Rockies 800 years later, a new Web

site at www.americanjourneys.org features thousands of eyewit-
ness accounts of North American exploration and settlement

taken from rare books, original manuscripts, and other materi-
als in the Society’s library and archives. Funded by the U.S.

Institute of Museum & Library Services and by private donors,
American Journeys is a collaborative project of the Society and

National History Day. It’s created for students exploring
National History Day’s 2004 theme,“Exploration, Encounter 
& Exchange,” and everyone else who loves American history.

During the 2003 academic year more than 24,000 Wisconsin
schoolchildren learned about state history through tours,
special programs, and hands-on activities at the Wisconsin

Historical Museum on Madison’s capitol square.

Wisconsin’s World War II veterans tell the greatest stories of
their lives from the home front to the front lines in a new docu-

mentary history project, which includes an interactive Web site
(www.wisconsinstories.org/worldwar2) and a documentary series.The

Society produced the programs, Wisconsin World War II Stories, in
partnership with Wisconsin Public Television and in association

with the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs.

The Society’s underwater archaeologists continued
their study of some of the hundreds of historic
shipwrecks in Wisconsin waters. Over the summer
they posted daily reports of their surveys online,
at www.wisconsinhistory.org/shipwrecks/notes, of five
Lake Michigan shipwrecks, including the steamer
Appomattox and the schooner Lumberman. The
team also dedicated the state’s first maritime 
park, Bullhead Point at Sturgeon Bay.


