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BYLAWS

of the

PREANMBLE

These byl aws shall supersede all previous bylaws and amendnents thereto
and shall be consistent with the provisions of Chapter 181 and section
44.03 of the Wsconsin Statutes and with the articles of incorporation
and all subsequent restatenents and amendnents thereto filed with the
Secretary of State under which this organization is incorporated as a
non-stock, non-profit corporation affiliated with the State Historical
Soci ety of Wsconsin and shall govern the adm nistration and activities
of this organization. Furthernore the provisions of Chapter 181 and
section 44.03 of the Wsconsin Statutes and Roberts Rules of Order shall
govern the proceedings of this organization not herein provided for.

ARTICLE |. PURPOSES AND OBJECTI VES

As stated in the articles of incorporation the purposes of this

organi zation are exclusively educational and shall be to preserve,
advance, and dissenm nate in the manner hereinafter prescribed, know edge
of the history of

Section 1. Li brari es, Miuseuns, and Historic Sites.

a. As time and circunstance and the will of the nenbers
dictate, this corporation may establish and operate a | ocal
hi story museum a |ocal history library, and one or nore
hi storic sites. These facilities nmay be conbi ned i nto one
facility or may be separate facilities. Singly or in
conbi nati on they may be devel oped and operated solely by
this corporation or they nmay be devel oped and operated in
co-operation with any ot her educational organization, city
council, county board, or state or |ocal agency or such
civic or patriotic organizations qualifying for affiliation
under the provisions of section 44.03(2) of the Wsconsin
St at ut es.

b. To the extent to which human and financial resources shal
permt, practices and procedures in the collection,
accessioni ng, catal oging, use, and display of nuseum and
library materials shall be consistent with standard site,
museum and |ibrary practices and procedures such as those
recommended by the Ofice of Local History and ot her
di visions of the State Historical Society.
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The president shall cause applications for state and federal
tax exenpt status to be made, and such status shall be kept
in force through the filing of subsequent annual reports as
required by the Internal Revenue Service and the W sconsin
Depart nent of Revenue.

Section 2. Research and Publicati ons.

a.

The resources of this organization nmay be used for research
and publication ranging fromprojects in oral history and

hi storic sites inventories and sites maps and marking to the
printing and distribution of newsletters, periodicals,

books, and such other literature as may relate to state or

| ocal history.

Books and research materials and such other literature or
publications related to state or |ocal history not created
by this organi zati on may be purchased for the organi zation's
i brary or nmuseum

The purchase of books and literature described in the
foregoi ng paragraphs nmay al so be nmade for resale or for free
di stribution to nmenbers, schools, libraries, and such other
institutions as may be determ ned by the board of directors.

Section 3. Other Prograns and Activities.

a.

The expenditure of funds to pay for speakers and ot her
expenses of neetings and special events for the menbership
and/ or for the general public; for tours; for junior

hi storian projects; for m scell aneous nuseum site, and
library related activities and adm nistrative and operating
costs; and for such other programs, projects, or activities
for the furtherance of the purposes for which this

organi zation is incorporated nay be made in the manner
approved by the board.

ARTICLE I1. MEMBERSHI P

Section 1. Qualifications.

a.

Any person, institution, or organization may becone a nenber
of this corporation upon paynent of the dues stipulated for
the classification of menmbership for which the applicant
appl i es.

Menmbership shall term nate automatically for non-paynment of
dues thirty days following the date on which paynment is due,
and that date shall be . Menber shi ps
term nated for nonpaynent of dues shall be reinstated as of
t he date paynment is nade.
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Section 2. Cl assification and Dues.

a.

Menber shi ps shall be of cl asses as follows: annual
fam |y, junior, contributing, business and professional, and
sust ai ni ng.

The annual dues for each class of nmenbership shall be in
such ampunts as the Board of Directors shall determ ne

Section 3. Voting and Privileges.

a.

Each annual nmenber shall be entitled to a vote of one at al
neeti ngs of the nmenbership and shall be entitled to such
benefits and privileges as shall be set forth in the
regul ati ons and proceedi ngs of the organi zati on.

Each adult included in the famly nmenmbership shall be
entitled to the sane voting rights and privileges as pertain
to the annual nenbership.

Non-adults included in fam |y nmenbershi ps and juni or

hi stori an menbers shall not be entitled to vote except under
such circunmstances as shall be set forth in the regul ations
and proceedi ngs and they shall enjoy such benefits and
privileges as shall be set forth for their enjoynment and
appreci ation of menbership.

Life nenmbers, if any, and such individuals who subscribe to
busi ness and professional, sustaining, and contributing
menmberships in their own nanes as individuals shall be
entitled to the sane voting rights and privileges as pertain
to annual nenbershi ps.

Busi nesses, industries, institutions, and any other

organi zations or groups subscribing to sustaining,
contributing, or business and professional menberships shal
be entitled to such voting rights, benefits, and privileges
as shall be set forth for themin the regul ations and
proceedi ngs of this organization.

ARTICLE 111. BOARD OF DI RECTORS

Section 1. Conposition of the Board.

a.

The Board of Directors shall consist of directors and
t hose officers to whom board status is inputed under the
provi sions of Article IV of these bylaws. The total nunber
of menmbers on the Board of Directors, including those

of ficers and directors, shall be :
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El ections to the board shall be in accordance with the
provi sions of Article V of these byl aws.

Ot her honorary and/or ex officio appointnents to the board
of directors nmay be made as the board shall see fit.

Section 2. Power s of the Board.

a.

The Board of Directors shall have the power to conduct the
affairs of this organization and to del egate such authority
as is not otherwise set forth in these bylaws. This shal

i nclude the approval and authorization of the expenditures
of the organization; the hiring and term nation of

enpl oynment of staff menbers; and the creation and

i npl ementation of policies for the devel opnent, operation,
and mai ntenance of facilities.

The Board of Directors shall have the power to create or
term nate an executive commttee, special boards of trustees
or advisors, and such permanent and special conmttees as
are deened necessary and which shall i1include a nmenbership
conmttee, a nomnating commttee, a programconmttee, a
publicity or public relations commttee and such
accessioning and catal ogi ng and nuseum and |i brary
conmmttees as shall be required. The manner in which

comm ttee chairnmen and commttee nmenbers shall be appointed
shall be set forth in the regul ati ons and proceedi ngs.

ARTI CLE | V. OFFI CERS

Section 1. Classification of Officers.

a.

The officers shall be a president, vice president,
secretary, and treasurer and such officers shall be nenbers
of the board of directors for the duration of the termfor
whi ch they are el ected.

Ot her officers such as chapl ain, sergeant-at-arnms, and
curator historian nmay be el ected or appointed w thout board
rank as the Board of Directors may determ ne.

Section 2. Duti es.

a.

O ficers shall performthe duties traditional to their
offices and in conformty to state statute and Roberts Rul es
of Order and nmay assunme such other duties as the Board may
request anong which may be the chai rmanship of special or
per manent conmttees. However, no two offices of board rank
may be conbined with the exception of secretary and
treasurer.
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Al officers and directors shall famliarize thenselves with
t hese bylaws and the articles of incorporation upon their

el ection or appointnment, and it shall be the duty of the
secretary to distribute such copies to the individuals

i nvol ved.

ARTI CLE V. ELECTI ONS

Section 1. Directors

a.

Directors shall be elected by the menbers at the annual
neeting of the organization. At the first election of
directors one third shall be elected for a period of one
year, one third shall be elected for a period of two years,
and one third shall be elected for a period of three years
so that thereafter one third of the directorships shal
become vacant each year and el ections to these vacancies
shall be for a period of three years.

Vacanci es anong directors occurring before the expiration of
termshall be filled by election of the Board of Directors
and those so el ected shall conplete the termof the director
at large they replace.

Section 2. Officers.

a.

O ficers with board rank -- president, vice president,
secretary, treasurer -- shall be elected by the Board of
Directors at a special neeting of the board i medi ately
follow ng the annual neeting to serve for a period of one
year and until their successors are chosen.

O ficers without board rank as specified in section 1b,
Article 1V, shall be elected by the Board of Directors at

t he annual election neeting to specified or indefinite terns
consistent with the nature of their duties and as determ ned
by the board.

Vacancies in all offices occurring before the expiration of
the specified termof office shall be filled by el ection by
t he Board of Directors and those so elected shall hold
office until the next scheduled election for that office.
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Section 3. The Nom nating Conm ttee.

a.

The nom nating commttee shall prepare tickets of candi dates
for vacanci es at each special or regular election of
officers and directors. The tickets shall contain only one
name for each vacancy. The presentation of the ticket at
the election neeting shall constitute the report of the

nom nating commttee. The request for nom nations fromthe
floor shall follow the presentation of the nom nating
conmttee' s report.

The nom nating commttee shall also be responsible for the
di stribution and counting of ballots at the el ection
neetings. The presiding officer may announce the results of
the election after the tabul ati on has been conpl eted, or he
may request that the chairman of the nom nating conmttee
shal |l announce the results.

ARTI CLE VI. MEETI NGS

Section 1. Meetings of the Board of Directors.

a.

The Board of Directors shall neet

Speci al neetings of the board may be called by the president
or by any three nmenbers of the board, and each director
shall be notified in person or by mail as to the time and

pl ace of such neeti ng.

of the Board of Directors present and eligible to
vote shall constitute a quorum at any regular or speci al
neeting of the board.

Section 2. Meetings of the Menbership.

a.

The annual neeting of this organization shall be held on the
in the mont h of each year. O her
regul ar nmeetings of the nenbership shall be held

Speci al neetings of the nenbership nay be called by the
president; on the instruction of the Board of Directors; or
upon the witten request of of the nmenmbership. \When a
speci al neeting of the nmenbers is called each nenmber shal

be notified in person or by nmail as to the tinme and pl ace
and purpose of the neeting.

of the nembership present or voting by proxy shal
constitute a quorum at any annual, regular, or special
neeting of the nmenbership.



-7 -

ARTICLE VII. AFFILIATION WTH THE STATE HI STORI CAL SOCI ETY

Section 1. Authority for Affiliation.

a.

This organization is an affiliate of the State Historical
Soci ety by virtue of incorporation under the provisions of
s. 44.03 of the Wsconsin Statutes, and shall accordingly
recei ve such benefits and nmeet such responsibilities as are
stipulated therein and as may ot herw se be defined through
mut ual consent and through action by the Board of Curators
of the State Historical Society.

As an affiliate this organization is a nmenber of the State
Hi storical Society and of the Wsconsin Council for Local
History and is entitled to a vote of one at all general
neeti ngs of the Society and the Council.

This organi zation may term nate affiliation through
restatenment or amendnment of its articles of incorporation
and anmendment to its bylaws. The State Historical Society
may termnate affiliation by formal resolution of the Board
of Curators, a copy of which shall be deposited with the
Secretary of State.

The follow ng shall be causes for termnation of affiliation
by the State Historical Society, but extenuating

ci rcunst ances shall be taken into account before action to
term nate affiliation is taken by the Board of Curators:

(1). Failure to hold annual elections for three consecutive
years.

(2). Failure to submt annual reports to the Office of Local
Hi story for three successive years.

(3). Consistent failure to hold neetings for the menmbership
as set forth in paragraph a, section 1, Article VI of
t hese byl aws.

(4). Failure to maintain state and federal tax exenpt
st at us.

(5). Failure to maintain proper donor, accessioning,
cat al ogi ng, and financial records and m nutes of the
neeti ngs.

Section 2. Responsibilities.

a.

It shall be the responsibility of this organization to
submt an annual report to the Ofice of Local History of
the State Historical Society which shall include the results
of annual el ections, the nanes and addresses of all officers
and directors, and such other information as nay be
requested at given times for the purpose of accunul ating
data for the benefit of this and other affiliated

or gani zati ons.
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The State Historical Society shall be notified of all
changes in the articles of incorporation and the byl aws.

In order to protect the interests of donors and contri butors
this organi zation shall install and maintain standard
accessi oning and cat al ogi ng procedures and shall maintain
state and federal tax exenpt status as required by
paragraphs ¢ and d of section 1, Article | of these byl aws.

Section 3. The Role of the State Historical Society in Affiliation.

a.

The State Historical Society shall send notices and
announcenents of the neetings and activities of the state
society to the president of the organi zati on whose nane
appears on the current mailing list, and whenever practical
such notices and announcenents may be sent to the officers,
directors and nenbers of this organization to the extent to
whi ch the organi zati on provides the State Historical Society
with current menbership mailing |ists.

The organi zation shall receive w thout charge such
publications and periodicals as the State Soci ety shal

det erm ne, but such publications will include the W sconsin
Magazi ne of History, Colums, and Exchange. Exchange, the
O fice of Local History newsletter, shall be sent to al

of ficers and directors whose nanes are on the State
Society's current mailing list, but only one copy of the

ot her publications shall be sent and they shall be nmailed on
behal f of the organization to the president.

To the extent to which staff tine and funds permt, the
State Historical Society shall extend its professional and
technical services to this affiliate. In general such
services shall be without cost to the affiliate, however,

ext ended and costly services nmay be negotiated on a cost
sharing basis. The Ofice of Local History is designated as
the principal liaison officer and advisor for the affiliate.

Section 4. The Wsconsin Council for Local History.

a.

This organi zation shall be a menber of the
region of the Wsconsin Council for Local History, the
associ ation of the affiliates of the State Historical

Soci ety established by the Board of Curators in 1961 through
the authority of s. 44.03(5) of the Wsconsin Statutes. All
menmbers, officers, and directors of this organization are
entitled to attend the annual regional conventions of the
council and its annual state convention held in Mdison.
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The president of this organization or an appointed del egate
shall attend the regional conventions to give an oral report
on the activities of the organi zation, or, whenever

circunmst ances prevent shall submt a witten report to be
read by the regional chairman

In the year in which the nane of this organi zation reaches
the top of the list in the annual rotation of the names of
the affiliates in the region the president of the

organi zation or his/her appointed del egate shall serve as
regi onal convention chairman. 1In the year of service as
regi onal convention chairman the organization shall sponsor
and conduct the regional convention over which the president
shal | preside.

ARTICLE VIII. DI SSOLUTI ON

Section 1. Voluntary Dissol ution.

a.

In the event this organi zation shall be unable to maintain
its facilities or to sustain its activities, notice of
intent to dissolve shall be sent to the State Historica

Soci ety whereupon the state society shall supply necessary

| egal forms and instructions to be followed in effecting the
di ssol uti on.

Upon ratification by the menbers of a vote by the board of
directors to dissolve the organi zation the foll owi ng steps
shal |l be taken:

(1) Satisfy all liabilities and obligations;
(2) Satisfy all conditions stipulated in agreenments with
donors;

(3) Distribute all remaining assets exclusively for
educati onal purposes to one or nore historical
societies, libraries, nuseuns, or educati onal
institutions state, county, town, or nunicipally
operated or incorporated exclusively for educati onal
pur poses in accordance with s. 181.51 and s. 44.03 of
the Wsconsin Statutes and section 501(c)(3) of the
I nternal Revenue Code.

(4) Conplete the appropriate legal fornms certifying to the
results of the vote on dissolution and conpliance with
t he above procedures for dissolution and distribution
of assets, submtting the same to the State Historical
Soci ety and after approval of the Board of Curators the
docunment shall be filed with the Secretary of State.
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Section 2. Involuntary Dissol ution

a.

In the event the organi zati on becomes so inactive that there
are no remaining officers, directors, or nenbers to effect
vol untary di ssolution, proceedings for involuntary

di ssolution may be initiated by the State Historical Society
in accordance with the provisions of s. 44.03(3) of the

W sconsin Statutes.

In the inplenmentation of involuntary dissolution

proceedi ngs, title to such property, records, and

col | ecti ons not otherwi se provided for in the articles of

i ncorporation and byl aws of the organization or in the
agreenments of donors shall be vested in the State Historica
Society and all renmaining assets shall be distributed in the
sanme manner as stipulated in paragraph b, Section 1, of this
article of the bylaws, with the first offer being made to
what ever county or |ocal governnental unit that nay have

ai ded the organization financially.

ARTI CLE | X. ~ AMENDMENTS

These byl aws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of nenmbers present
or voting by proxy at any regular neeting or special nmeeting called
t he purpose, provided the amendnent is either submtted in
witing to the nenmbership thirty days prior to the neeting or
presented for an announced open discussion at the neeting prior to
the one set for action on the anmendnent.

for



CERTI FI CATE OF ADOPTI ON

It is hereby certified that the foregoing bylaws of this corporation

wer e adopted by

nmeeti ng at , Wsconsin on the day of
19

by the followi ng vote:

Nunmber of nembers having voting rights

Nunmber voting in person or by proxy
(I'n person ; by proxy

Nunmber voting for ;. Nunber voting agai nst

Pr esi dent

Secretary
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