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Map: The Society Around the State



816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706
608-264-6440
www.wisconsinhistory.org

Our Mission

The Wisconsin Historical Society helps people connect to the
past by collecting, preserving and sharing stories.

Organization

The Society is one of the largest, most active
societies in the nation. Founded in 1846, the

Board of Curators. It is both a state agency and a private membership organization. It
receives about 65 percent of its funding from the state of Wisconsin, and the other 35

Fact Sheet

, and most diversified state historical
Society is governed by a 36-member

percent comes from membership fees, admission fees, gifts, trust funds and grants.

Archives

The Archives serves as the state’s official archive and holds all
historical state records. It collects manuscripts and artifacts from
private individuals and organizations. It also holds extensive visual and
sound records, including more than 4 million historical photographs,
posters, oral history recordings, and motion picture films. A network of
13 area research centers make the collections readily available
statewide. In addition to Wisconsin history, holdings include several
collections of national scope:

=  Early American exploration & settlement

=  Social action movements, such as civil rights
*  Mass communications history

= U.S. labor history and business records

Library

The Library is the official state historical library as well as a nationally-
recognized U.S. and Canadian history library, being designated as an
official documents depository by the governments of Wisconsin, the
United States and Canada.

As a University of Wisconsin-Madison library, it provides reference
services in person, by phone, by mail and online. It lends in person,
statewide and nationwide through interlibrary loan. Holdings include:

= 3.8 million North American volumes
= Second largest American newspaper collection in the U.S.
= Extensive U.S. and Canadian history collection

Wisconsin Historical Museum

The Museum, located on Madison’s Capitol Square, contains four
floors of permanent and rotating exhibits, an orientation theater, and a
Museum store. Exhibits and programs document Wisconsin’s history
from prehistoric times to the present day, focusing on:

=  Prehistoric history and Wisconsin’s settlement
= Agricultural history, industry and tourism
=  Political and environmental history



Old World Wisconsin, Eagle, WI

Outdoor living history museum of farm life

Pendarvis, Mineral Point, WI
A restored Cornish miners' colony

Villa Louis, Prairie du Chien, WI

Historic Preservation-Public History

The Division of Historic Preservation-Public History helps people
preserve places of enduring value and presents a fresh perspective on
history through publications, programs and services.

Public History Programs
=  Enhance history education in Wisconsin's schools
= Publish history books for schools and the public
= Assist over 375 local historical societies and museums
=  Publish the quarterly Wisconsin Magazine of History
*  Conduct the National History Day program for more than
10,000 students

Historic Preservation

The Society is the federally designated state historic preservation
office. In partnership with communities, organizations and individuals,
it works to identify, interpret, and preserve ancient and historic places
for the benefit of present and future generations. In that role it:

=  Administers the Wisconsin portion of the National Register of
Historic Places

*  Administers tax-credit programs for historic building
rehabilitation that, in 2009, spurred $60 million in new
investment and created 1,310 jobs in Wisconsin

*  Conducts underwater archaeological research

=  Provides assistance to local organizations and government

= Reviews public projects for their effects on historic properties

»  Administers historical marker and burial sites programs

=  Maintains historic building, archeological and burial site
inventories

Historic Sites and Museums

The Society’s network of 10 historic sites promotes tourism and
provides for the comprehensive study, appreciation and enjoyment of
Midwestern frontier history.

The historic sites and museums, located throughout Wisconsin, include:

Wade House, Greenbush, WI
1860s stagecoach inn, sawmill and carriage museum

Circus World, Baraboo, WI
America's circus museum, built on the original
site of the Ringling Bros. Circus winter quarters

Magnificently restored Victorian country estate Stonefield, Cassville, Wi

1900s farming village, Agricultural Museum and

Madeline Island Museum, La Pointe, WI Governor Nelson Dewey home
A museum of Apostle Islands exploration and

settlement

First Capitol, Belmont, Wi
The birthplace of Wisconsin’s territorial government

H.H. Bennett Studio, Wisconsin Dells, Wi
Historic studio of the man who made Wisconsin

Dells famous
2-11

Reed School, Neillsville, Wi
A 1940s one-room school
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Strategic Framework

MISSION

The Wisconsin Historical Society helps people connect to the past

by collecting, preserving and sharing stories.

Guiding Principles

To reach out and partner with the broadest possible public

To present and promote sound and authentic history

To share our riches of staff, collections and services in ways that captivate and respect our many audiences
To collect and safeguard evidence of our diverse heritage according to the highest standards of stewardship

bl ol a

VISION

We will work toward a future in which all individuals, families, communities and institutions
actively use history to understand their own stories and the world around them, and to pass their

heritage on to succeeding generations.

STRATEGIC AREAS

In order to advance our vision and achieve our mission, the Society is focused on the following four strategic areas:
1. Strengthening audience connections
2. Building and preserving accessible world-class collections
3. Increasing support for the Society

4. Ensuring the Society is a great place to work



Wisconsin Historical Society

Business Overview

Organization

1. Formed as a membership organization in 1846 and was chartered by the Legislature in 1853

2. Governed by a 36-member Board of Curators, with 24 elected by the membership

3. Organized into four divisions and Director’s Office (which includes Information Technology)

/o o
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Library-Archives

Historic Sites and Museums
Historic Preservation-Public History
Administrative Services

Wisconsin Historical Foundation — fundraising and membership support
Circus World Museum Foundation — operates Circus World
Historic Preservation Review Board and the Burial Sites Review Board

Friends groups

Staffing Resources

1. Permanent and project positions — 142 .45 full-time equivalent positions

2. Limited-term employees — majority at the historic sites

3.  Volunteers — about 250,000 hours annually (i.e. the equivalent of another 120 FTE positions)

Financial Resources

Operations Funding 2010 — 2011

a. State tax revenues $14,183,300 63.7%

b. Earned revenues $3,241,000 14.6%
Transfer revenue $2,553,000 11.5%

d. Federal revenue $1,216,500 5.5%

e. Endowment revenue $609,900 2.7%

f.  Gifts and grants $387,600 1.7%

g. Other revenue $68,600 3%
$22,259,900 100.0%

Facilities Funding Sources

a.
b.

C.

Building Commission monies
Division of State Facilities monies

Gift monies



Facilities

1.

2.
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The Society owns and operates nine historic sites and owns but does not operate Circus World Museum,
which is operated by Circus World Museum Foundation under a lease-management agreement with the

Society.

Historic Site

Circus World

Old World Wisconsin
Wade House

Madeline Island Museum
Villa Louis

Stonefield

H.H. Bennett Studio
First Capitol

Pendarvis

Reed School

The Society owns two major buildings in Madison — the Headquarters Building and Wisconsin Historical
Museum — plus 225 additional buildings located at the 10 historic sites:

Historic Site

Circus World

Old World Wisconsin
Wade House

Madeline Island Museum
Villa Louis

Stonefield

H.H. Bennett Studio
Reed School

First Capitol

Pendarvis

Location

Baraboo

Eagle
Greenbush

La Pointe
Prairie du Chien
Cassville
Wisconsin Dells
Belmont
Mineral Point
Neillsville

# of Buildings

39
84
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Organizational Chart



Budget



Final 2010-2011 Budget Bill

Authorized Expenditures and Positions by Source of Funds

State Tax Monies

Staff and Support

Fuel and Utilities

Debt Service

Black Historical Society

Other Funding Sources

Earned Revenue
Federal Revenue
Gift and Grants
Endowment Revenue
Transfer Revenue
Other Revenue

Total
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Wisconsin Historical Society

$

2009-2010

10,127,100
1,190,100
2,131,900

84,500

$

$13,533,600

3,241,000
1,216,500
400,400
609,900
2,587,900
95,600
$8,151,300

$21,684,900

(106.15)

(36.39)

(142.54)

$

2010-2011

10,094,500
1,222,300
2,782,000

84,500

$

$14,183,300

3,241,000
1,216,500
387,600
609,900
2,553,000
68,600
$8,076,600

$22,259,900

(106.15)

(36.39)

(142.45)
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State Funding Sources

1. State Tax Revenues (designated as GPR)

Within this funding source, the state authorizes expenditures of monies for three main Society purposes — general
program operations, utilities and debt service. General program operations include monies for personnel (e.g.
salaries and fringe benefits for permanent and non-permanent employees) and supplies and services (e.g. travel,
telephone, security, etc.) About 85 percent of state tax revenues received by the Society for general program
operations are for personnel costs. GPR is separately authorized for (a) utility costs for Society-owned-and-operated
buildings (including in the biennium, Circus World Museum) (b) debt service costs for Society building projects
financed with bonds backed by state tax revenues and (c) in the second year of the biennium costs to prepare Society
collections scheduled for relocation to the Storage Facility .

2. Earned Income Revenues (designated as SEG)

Within this funding source, the state authorizes expenditures of endowment and earned income monies. The
Society’s endowment income can be unrestricted or restricted as to its use. A Board of Curators policy controls the
maximum expendable amounts in each category annually. The Society’s sources of earned revenues include monies
from admissions, sales and services and Department of Natural Resources monies to cover a portion of the Society’s
operational costs at the Northern Great Lakes Center in Ashland.

The Society is authorized to expend an estimated SEG total that, in the case of earned revenues, can be exceeded
only if more revenues come to the Society than originally estimated.

3. Federal Revenues (designated as PRF)

Within this funding source, the state authorizes expenditures of monies received from federal agencies for ongoing
program operations (e.g. the Historic Preservation program) and special projects (e.g. the grant to preserve the H.H.
Bennett glass plate negatives). The Society is authorized to expend an estimated PRF total that can be exceeded only
if more federal grant monies come to the Society than originally estimated.

4. Gift Revenues (designated as PRO)

Within this funding source, the state authorizes expenditures of monies received by the Society directly and
indirectly (e.g. collected by the Wisconsin Historical Foundation and Friends groups and, subsequently, given to the
Society). The Society is authorized to expend an estimated PRO total that can be exceeded only if more gift monies
come to the Society than originally estimated.

5. Transfer Revenues (designated as PRS)

Within this funding source, the state authorizes expenditures of monies received from other state agencies. In the
state’s accounting system, the PRS designation applies to expenditures in the “receiving” organization to
differentiate them from expenditures in the “providing” organization. The Society receives PRS monies from (a) the
Department of Administration to cover a portion of the Society’s operational costs at the Northern Great Lakes
Center in Ashland through the Library-Archives Division and of our Burial Sites program through the Historic
Preservation-Public History Division, (b) the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for archeological services for
highway projects through the Museum Division and (c) preparation to move collections into the Storage Facility.
The Society is authorized to expend an estimated PRS total that can be exceeded only if more transfer monies come
to the Society than originally estimated.
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Services for Elected Officials

Contact: Kate Easton, Government Affairs Coordinator, at 608-264-6442

. Limited reproductions of historic images
Historic images of Wisconsin people, places and events, plus regional and
national history from the Society’s vast collections. Visit our website to view a
sampling of our images at www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi

. History research assistance
Help researching for public presentations on Wisconsin or U.S. topics

. Local history information
Statistics and guidance for Wisconsin local historical organizations

. School tour information
Insights on educational programming for the Wisconsin Historical Museum and
10 Wisconsin historic sites

. Historic preservation advice
Clarification of historic preservation processes, including help with restoration
techniques and tax credits for homeowners and commercial developers

. Family history research assistance
Access to genealogical resources in Madison and statewide through interlibrary
loan and 13 Wisconsin area research centers

. Online resources
Access to digitized American history records and books, made possible in part
through our partnership with Google Books


http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi

Wisconsin Historical Society

Online Resources

The Wisconsin Historical Society serves more than 15,000 people every day through its website. You and your
constituents will find dozens of tools for investigating the state’s heritage; thousands of pictures, articles, books,
documents and artifacts; and friendly, prompt replies to your questions.

What can | do online?

. Find answers to constituent questions

. Grab photos to use in presentations and
publications

. Copy text for newsletters and press releases

. Get background for meetings, speeches, and
publications

«  Subscribe to updates like “This Day in Wisconsin
History”

What'’s in it for my constituents?

«  Online shopping for gifts and historic photos

«  Resource help for K-12 students’ school
assignments

. Lesson plans for teachers

«  Trip planning information on historic sites and
museums

. Vital records and other genealogy data for family
history

. Historical photographs, maps and birds-eye views

. Advice on saving older homes for property owners

. Guidance on historic preservation regulations for
developers

Online Tools

. Dictionary of Wisconsin History
www.wisconsinhistory.org/dictionary
- 10,000 biographies, definitions, place
names and essays linked to original historical
documents

. Topics in Wisconsin History
www.wisconsinhistory.org/topics
-Encyclopedia articles on more than 100
subjects, people, events and “A Short History
of Wisconsin”

Online Collections

Architecture & History Inventory
www.wisconsinhistory.org/ahi
-Historical and architectural data on 120,000
properties, from barns to railroad bridges

Local History & Biography Articles
www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba
-16,000 newspaper and magazine stories for
every Wisconsin county, nearly every town

Maps
www.wisconsinhistory.org/libraryarchives/maps
-Historical and reference maps related to
Wisconsin and the Great Lakes region

Museum Collections
www.wisconsinhistory.org/museum/collections/online
-More than 4,000 objects of all kinds,

photographed and described

Turning Points in Wisconsin History
www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints
-50 pivotal events in Wisconsin history
explained through 1,000 original documents,
essays and lesson plans

Wisconsin Historical Images
www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi
-Nearly 70,000 historical images online

Wisconsin Magazine of History
www.wisconsinhistory.org/wmh/archives
-2,500 articles, 1917 to the present, on all
aspects of Wisconsin history

Wisconsin in the Civil War
www.wisconsinhistory.org/civilwar
-More than 16,000 pages of diaries, regimental
histories, soldiers letters, articles and maps

For More Information, contact:
asklibrary@wisconsinhistory.org or call 608-264-6535
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Wisconsin Historical Society

National History Day Participation
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Services for Local Historical Societies

The Wisconsin Historical Society offers a variety of services to local historical societies. Our experienced staff can
provide advice on subjects ranging from care of museum objects to preservation of historic buildings, often through
the Society’s website at www.wisconsinhistory.org . Below are staff contacts (608 area code unless otherwise

noted).

General Assistance and Affiliations
The Society operates offices in Madison and Eau
Claire to assist local historical organizations.

Contacts

Rick Bernstein, 264-6583

Southern Wisconsin, Madison
rick.bernstein@wisconsinhistory.org

Janet Seymour, 715-836-2250
Northern Wisconsin, Eau Claire
janet.seymour@wisconsinhistory.org

Museum Collections

Curators from the Museum are available for
consultation on the care of collections, identification,
documentation and collection management.

Contact
Paul Bourcier, 264-6573
paul.bourcier@wisconsinhistory.org

Museum Expertise

Museum staff provides information on exhibit design
and fabrication, legal administration issues, education
and interpretation programs and volunteer programs.

Contacts
Jennifer Kolb
jennifer.kolb@wisconsinhistory.org

Exhibit Primer

This basic guide provides guidance on producing
small exhibits and information on exhibit cases,
lighting, artifact mounts and labels.

Contact
Doug Giriffin, 264-6561
douglas.griffin@wisconsinhistory.org

Youth Program Development

Beth Lemke from the Museum can provide ideas and
share success stories in developing educational
elementary school programs in adherence with DPI
Standards.

Contact
Beth Lemke, 264-6567
beth.lemke@wisconsinhistory.org

Teaching Kits

The Museum has developed teaching kits that
provide hands-on activities and instruction guides
primarily used in classrooms but also applicable to
museums and historical societies.

Contacts
Denise Wiggins, 261-2461
denise.wiggins@wisconsinhistory.org

Beth Lemke, 264-6567
beth.lemke@wisconsinhistory.org

Elementary and Middle School
Student Programs

Sarah Aschbrenner from the Historic Preservation-
Public History Division can provide ideas and advice
on ways to involve children in local history.

Contact
Sarah Aschbrenner, 264-6487
sarah.aschbrenner@wisconsinhistory.org

Middle and High School Student

Programs

Sarah Aschbrenner from the Historic Preservation-
Public History Division can assist in involving
middle school and high school students in local
history through the National History Day program.

Contact
Sarah Aschbrenner, 264-6487
sarah.aschbrenner@wisconsinhistory.org
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Building Restoration and Techniques
Jim Draeger can field questions regarding how to
properly restore or rehabilitate your historic building.

Contact
Jim Draeger, 264-6511
jim.draegerl@wisconsinhistory.org

Applying for Tax Credits for

Rehabilitation of Historic Homes
Let your members know how they can apply for tax
credits when they restore their historic homes.

Contact
Mark Buechel, 264-6491
mark.buechel@wisconsinhistory.org

Burial Sites Preservation
State Archaeologist John Broihahn answers questions
about protecting burial sites.

Contact
John Broihahn, 264-6496
john.broihahn@wisconsinhistory.org

Archaeological Sites Protection
State Archaeologist John Broihahn answers questions
on identifying and protecting archaeological sites.

Contact
John Broihahn, 264-6496
john.broihahn@wisconsinhistory.org

Maritime Preservation and
Archaeology Programs

Underwater archaeologist Tamara Thomsen can help
answer questions regarding historic maritime
resources, including lighthouses and shipwrecks.

Contact
Tamara Thomsen, 221-5909
tamara.thomsen@wisconsinhistory.org

Applying for National Register of

Historic Places Status
Daina Penkiunas can help answer questions on
nominating a building, site or district to the Register.

Contact
Daina Penkiunas, 264-6501
daina.penkiunas@wisconsinhistory.org

Researching Historic Buildings or

Districts
Joe DeRose helps answer questions on how to
research historic properties.

Contact
Joe De Rose, 264-6512
joe.derose@wisconsinhistory.org

Working with Government Agencies

to Protect Historic Resources

Chip Brown can provide information about working
with agencies to ensure that government projects do
not have a negative impact on historic resources.

Contact
Chip Brown, 264-6508
chip.brown@wisconsinhistory.org

Landmarks Commissions

If you represent a local historic preservation
landmarks commission and would like to inquire
about technical assistance or training.

Contacts

Rick Bernstein, 264-6583

Southern Wisconsin, Madison
rick.bernstein@wisconsinhistory.org

Janet Seymour, 715-836-2250
Northern Wisconsin, Eau Claire
janet.seymour@wisconsinhistory.org

Historic Preservation Assistance to
Nonprofits

If you represent a nonprofit organization and want
technical assistance or training regarding historic
preservation planning projects.

Contact
Jim Draeger, 264-6511
jim.draeger@wisconsinhistory.org

Historic Photographs

Visual Materials Curator Andy Kraushaar answers
questions on the care and preservation of
iconographic materials and photographs.

Contact
Andy Kraushaar, 264-6481
andy.kraushaar@wisconsinhistory.org
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Paper Conservation

Conservation Specialist Katie Mullen offers advice
on the care and handling of paper artifacts, including
books, manuscripts and visual materials.

Contact
Kathleen Mullen, 264-6489
kathleen.mullen@wisconsinhistory.org

Maps

Reference archivist Harry Miller can assist with
questions about maps, atlases and cartographic
materials.

Contact
Harry Miller, 264-6459 or -6560
harry.miller@wisconsinhistory.org

Questions on Wisconsin or American

History Facts
Library staff will answer factual questions about
Wisconsin or American history.

Contact
The reference staff, 264-6535
asklibrary@wisconsinhistory.org

Wisconsin Archives Mentoring
Service Local historical societies can get advice
on how to care for their archival collections through
the services of volunteer professional archivists by
phone, email and, in some cases, on-site visits.

Contact
www.uwosh.edu/archives/wams
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Genealogy Website Questions

Refer genealogists directly to the Society’s website
for a wealth of information about researching their
family history.

Contact
www.wisconsinhistory.org/genealogy

Genealogy Research in Madison

If you need to speak with a genealogical specialist, a
reference librarian trained in genealogy is available
during library hours.

Contact
Wisconsin Historical Society Library,
264-6535

Genealogy Research Statewide

You may also advise genealogists that they can find
research resources at any one of the 13 local
Wisconsin Area Research Centers.

Contact
www.wisconsinhistory.org/archives/arcnet

Fundraising

The Wisconsin Historical Foundation provides
assistance to local historical societies by answering
questions related to fundraising.

Contact
Diane Nixa, 261-1378
diane.nixa@wisconsinhistory.org
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Wiscons

Ellsworth H. Brown

Director

Greg Parkinson
Deputy Director

Alicia L. Goehring

Director of Special Projects

Margaret C. Maly

Executive Staff Assistant

Kate Easton

Government Affairs Coordinator

Program Managers

Michael E. Stevens

Historic Preservation and Public History

Matthew Blessing
Library-Archives

Cheryl Sullivan

Museums and Historic Sites

Wisconsin Historical Foundation

Diane Nixa
Chief Advancement Officer and Co-Director

Wes Mosman Block
Chief Operating Officer and Co-Director
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Contacts

608-264-6440  ellsworth.brown@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-6581  greg.parkinson@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-6515  alicia.goehring@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-6440  margaret.maly@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-6442  kate.easton@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-6464  michael.stevens@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-6480 matt.blessing@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-6434  cheryl.sullivan@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-1378  diane.nixa@wisconsinhistory.org

608-264-6443  wes.mosmanblock@wisconsinhistory.org
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Name

Ellen D. Langill

President

Conrad Goodkind
President-Elect

Sid Bremer
Treasurer

Ellsworth H. Brown
Secretary

Betty Adelman

Dave Anderson

Jon Angeli

Angela Bartell
Rep. Terese Berceau

Laurie DeWitt Davidson

Norbert Hill, Jr.

John O. Holzhueter

Greg Huber

Carol McChesney Johnson

Will Jones
Rep. Steve Kestell

Bernie Long
Ex Officio

Chloris Lowe, Jr.

City

Waukesha

Whitefish Bay

Green Bay

Madison

Mukwonago

Malone

Lancaster

Middleton
Madison

Marinette

Oneida

Mazomanie

Wausau

Black Earth
Madison
Elkhart Lake

Waunakee

New Lisbon

Wisconsin Historical Society

Board of Curators

Occupation

Professor, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee

Retired Partner, Quarles & Brady

Dean Emeritas, University of Wisconsin-
Marinette

The Ruth and Hartley Barker Director,
Wisconsin Historical Society

Owner, Heritage Flower Farm L.L.C.

District Director, 7th Congressional District
of Wisconsin

Retired Director, Grant County Department
of Social Services

Retired Judge, Dane County
Wisconsin State Legislator

Retired Director of Human Resources,
Engstrom Helicopter Corporation

Director of Education and Training
Oneida Nation

Retired Staff Member, Wisconsin
Historical Society

Judge
Marathon County Circuit Court

President, Taliesin Preservation Inc.
Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Wisconsin State Legislator

President, FRIENDS of the Wisconsin
Historical Society

Owner, Lowe Consulting



Rebecca Martin Madison Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
Ex Officio University of Wisconsin System

Judy Nagel De Pere Vice President, Investments,
Wells Fargo Advisors LLC

Jerry Phillips Bayfield Owner, Old Rittenhouse Inn
Sen. Fred A. Risser Madison Wisconsin State Legislator
Brian Rude Coon Valley Director, External Relations

Dairyland Power Cooperative
Michael Schmudlach Brooklyn Owner, Mike Schmudlach Builder

John Schroeder Oostburg Former Chancellor, University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Sen. Dale Schultz Richland Center Wisconsin State Legislator

Sam Scinta Onalaska Publisher, Fulcrum Publishing
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