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The backstory
•Website

•App

•Location‐centric

•Nonprofit

•Funded by agencies including 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities, Organization of American 
Historians
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Behind Clio
•David Trowbridge
•Associate professor, African‐
American Studies

•Marshall University
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Clio today
•37,1364 entries (October 21, 
2020)

•“Yelp for historians”
•Every entry reviewed by Clio 
editors

•Minimum of 3 citations per entry

•Public history professionals
•History volunteers!
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Logging in
Go to https://theclio.com/
◦ Look for Login button on far right
◦ Prompts you to register
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clio
ENTRY  CREATION

“Our highest priority is providing 
original, accurate, and well‐
written content to the public. 
Thank you for making this 
possible.”

https://www.theclio.com/web/



Clio 
components
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* Introduction (5‐8 sentences)

• Including Sources (minimum of 3; more better)

* Backstory (6 paragraphs)

* Links (to 5 books/articles/sites/videos)

• Caption is another Source

* Images

* Location



How to create 
an entry Text instructions: 

https://theclio.com/howToCreateEntry

Same page contains links to 4 videos:
How to create a Clio Entry Part 1: Location

How to create a Clio Entry Part 2: Introduction and 
Backstory

How to create a Clio Entry Part 3: Sources and 
Citations

How to create a Clio Entry Part 4: Photos, Links, 
Audio, and Video
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I. Location
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Mandt Wagon Works employees. Courtesy Stoughton Historical Society.
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Jefferson Street walkbridge, Stoughton, WI, 1909. 
Courtesy Stoughton Historical Society
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II. Overview and 
Backstory
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III. Sources 
and Citations
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IV. Photos, Links, 
Audio and Video

Ibrahim.ID [CC BY‐SA 4.0 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses
/by‐sa/4.0)]

10/29/2020 (C) CATHERINE ARNOTT SMITH 2020. NOT TO BE COPIED OR SHARED WITHOUT EXPLICIT 
PERMISSION. 21



10/29/2020 (C) CATHERINE ARNOTT SMITH 2020. NOT TO BE COPIED OR SHARED WITHOUT EXPLICIT 
PERMISSION. 22



Sanborn Fire Insurance Map

Stoughton, WI

1912

From the Library of 
Congress
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Catherine Arnott Smith
Professor, 
The Information School
University of Wisconsin‐Madison

casmith24@wisc.edu

Clio
clio@theclio.com
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