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WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY - 

WISCONSIN COUNCIL FOR LOCAL HISTORY  
MINI-GRANT APPLICATION  

AFFILIATE INFORMATION 

Name of Organization: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE OF PROJECT: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  

   Archival Supplies            Past Perfect    Storage    Digitization 

  Climate Control                 Computer hardware           Training Conservation Supplies   

1) CATEGORY OR CATAGORIES INTO WHICH THE PROJECT FALLS (SEE INSTRUCTIONS)

2) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION A CURRENT AFFILIATE OF THE WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY? *

  YES    NO  *Organization must be an Affiliate to apply

3) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION CURRENT IN FILING ANNUAL REPORTS? *

  YES       NO    *Annual report must be filed prior to applying for a mini-grant

4) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION LISTED ON THE IRS WEB SITE AS A PUBLIC CHARITY TO WHICH TAX DE-
DUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE MADE? *

   YES   NO      

*Check eligibility: https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
or contact Wisconsin Historical Society staff for help at fieldservices@wisconsinhistory.org

Badger History Group

PastPerfect Upgrade and Data Loggers for BHG Archives
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5) HAS YOUR ORGANIZATION APPLIED FOR A MINI-GRANT DURING THE PAST 5 YEARS?
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  

6) HAS YOUR ORGANIZATION BEEN AWARDED A MINI-GRANT DURING THE PAST 3 YEARS?

7) IF YOUR ORGANIZATION  IS A FIRST-TIME APPLICANT, HAS IT CONSULTED WITH FIELD SERVICES
STAFF?

  YES    NO  

  YES    NO  

   YES    NO  

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  

IN 300 WORDS OR FEWER, TELL US THE STORY OF YOUR ORGANIZATION: 

The Badger History Group (BHG) is a volunteer-staffed, non-profit organization dedicated to collecting,
preserving and sharing the history of the Badger Army Ammunition Plant before, during and after its tenure
as a propellant production facility in Sauk County WI. It serves the communities of former residents,
workers and their families, historians, and the general public—mostly in Sauk and neighboring counties. A
locally and nationally significant archives, BHG collections hold unique items like objects, documents, oral
histories, and a range of visual materials, only a small percentage of which have related materials in county
and regional repositories. Given the complexity of the subject matter, the archives also has global value for
genealogical exploration, military history and weapons manufacture, industrial architecture and design, and
environmental management. Moreover, it is in a unique position to bring together diverse historical sources
to interpret the effects of politics and culture on land and its use.

Since the group’s creation in 1998 at the closure of the plant, it has evolved from a productive, loosely
organized working group to a 501(c)3 organization with an elected Board, formal membership, on-site
museum (with >1000 visitors annually), archives, newsletter, website and other public outreach activities.
Along with its active collection of personal interviews and other documentation, and producing its own
interpretive materials, the group received thousands of records, photographs, plans, documents and other
materials from the ammunition plant. BHG has received several grants for its interpretive projects, e.g.,
from Wisconsin Humanities Council for the photographic exhibition "Inside the Fence", which displayed at
several public venues including the WHS Museum in 2002, and the video documentary "Powder to the
People" in conjunction with Wisconsin Public TV. BHG also produced the award-winning book "Powder,
People and Place" by member Michael Goc.
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IN 300 WORDS OR FEWER, TELL US THE NEED OR PROBLEM THE PROPOSED PROJECT WILL ADDRESS: 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  

IN 300 WORDS OR FEWER, TELL US HOW THE ACTIVITIES OR PRODUCTS TO BE USED IN THE PROJECT 
WILL ADVANCE THE NEED OR HELP SOLVE THE PROBLEM YOU HAVE IDENTIFIED: 

BHG is a small volunteer organization that cares for a huge amount of archival materials, many of them
inherited from the massive records of the former BAAP. Despite ongoing work to accession and archive
these records, a huge backlog necessarily remains. In early 2020, supported by a $1000 grant from the
Greater Sauk County Community Foundation, Dr. Heather Sonntag led an inventory and assessment of the
BHG collection—comprising some 391 accessions and 20,000 catalogue records of 19 material types—and
identified needs for its protection, management and accessibility. The project found that “the BHG archives is
well documented and maintained, implements archival standards, and manages collections with a
PastPerfect database. In fact, the archives and museum are remarkable in extent and condition, especially
considering limited staff and funding. Invaluable assets of the organization include a huge, diverse wealth of
historical themes and materials, and a dedicated, innovative and professional-caliber volunteer staff.”

The assessment project made detailed assessments of the % of accessions needing various types of work,
and concluded that the archives database and protection work is about ¼ complete. It identified short- and
long-term needs ranging from the ongoing work of cataloging, identifying and describing materials, to more
specific projects that will require new, well-planned effort and funding. For example, an estimated 65,000
items still need to be cataloged, which are mostly Army photographs and negatives, and many large-format
technical drawings and plans.

Among the most immediate, short-term needs was an upgrade in archival software to accelerate and improve
archival tasks and internal access. This upgrade would also allow the resolution of other long-term needs
such as a more detailed collection-wide inventory and location documentation, and improving public access
thru the website. Another immediate need was to assess preservation needs such as humidity and
temperature control.

For a nationally significant collection, with some 20,000 catalogue records of diverse materials, and
another 65,000 to go, PastPerfect 5.0 (PP5) is a must, by increasing capacity, functionality, speed and
efficiency. This is necessary, since the current archivist and other volunteers are advancing in age and
their knowledge and dedication are irreplaceable, for example to identify archival materials such as the
purposes of Army photos, and the identities of sites, processes, and people portrayed. PP5 will help
resolve long-term needs such as expanding the BHG website in order to include controlled public access
and to encourage engagement in the museum, the collection, and the organization. The Inventory
Manager software add-on will help the collection become better documented and organized in the near
future, and longer term to streamline and improve its monitoring and internal access, and allow us to do
periodic assessments much more readily and with less effort than characterized by the recent
assessment project.

AALHS membership allows us to receive 20% discount on the PP5 and upgrades, as well as its other
benefits such as professional development and guidance for BHG staff and board, and its Standards
and Excellence Program for History Organizations.

The Reibel text was recommended for grantees by the 2019 mini-grant webinar.

The 2 humidity/temperature loggers will collect and store data on critical environmental conditions in our
archives and museum, located in a former Army building which is not climate-controlled. These will be
shared among the 6 storage/museum rooms and vaults, and help guide us to improve conditions; or at
the least to document the need for new or improved facilities, perhaps in the form of a multi-purpose
visitors center, long discussed by various stakeholders at the former BAAP.
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PLEASE PROVIDE US WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF SOURCES AND USES OF FUNDS 
FOR THE PROJECT: 

SOURCES OF FUNDS 

MINI-GRANT FUNDS: $________________________ 

MATCHING FUNDS: $________________________ 
_________________________ 

TOTAL PROJECT FUNDS: $________________________ 

USES OF FUNDS 

SYSTEMS AND SOFTWARE FOR RECORDING,        
INVENTORYING, AND ACCESSING COLLECTIONS: 

$ ____________________ 

MATERIALS AND ITEMS TO MAINTAIN AN               
APPROPRIATE ENVIRONMENT FOR COLLECTIONS:  

$ ____________________ 

CONSERVATION MATERIALS:  $ ____________________ 

TRAINING MATERIALS AND EXPENDITURES         
(ANY TRAVEL AT $0.14/MILE) 

$ ____________________ 

HARDWARE FOR COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT AND 
ACCESS:

$ ____________________ 

_________________________________ 
TOTAL PROJECT FUNDS:   $ ____________________ 

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE:___________________________________________      DATE: _________________ 

PLEASE SUBMIT 1 PAPER COPY OF THIS APPLICATION TO: 

FIELD SERVICES PROGRAM  
WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

816 STATE STREET 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53706 

CONTACT US WITH QUESTIONS: 

JANET SEYMOUR 
715-836-2250     janet.seymour@wisconsinhistory.org

KRISTEN LEFFELMAN 
414-988-8655     kristen.leffelman@wisconsinhistory.org

THANK YOU! 

540
540

1080

671

260

149

1080



Proposed budget for Wisconsin Historical Society mini-grant, from Badger History Group  

Past Perfect 5 upgrade $  348 
PP Inventory manager 236 
PP nomenclature upgrade 32 
PP User Guide 16 
PP Training CD 39 
AALHS membership 98 
Reibel Collections Manual 51 
Temperature/Humidity Data Logger (2 @ $130)    260 

TOTAL $1,080 

50% requested from mini grant $   540 



2020 

• WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY -
WISCONSIN COUNCIL FOR LOCAL HISTORY

WISCONSI N MINI-GRANT APPLICATION 

HISTORICAL 
SOC IETY 

AFFILIATE INFORMATION 

Name of organization: Norskedalen Nature & Heritage Center

TITLE OF PROJECT: Caring for Norskedalen's Collection

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING 

1) CATEGORY OR CATAGORIES INTO WHICH THE PROJECT FALLS (SEE INSTRUCTIONS)

ii Archival Supplies D Past Perfect i Storage D Digitization 

�n-... 

�� 
�o•Y 

WISCONSIN 
-co1:NCH IJ'Oll-

Local History 

ii Climate Control D Computer hardware □ Training D Conservation Supplies 

2) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION A CURRENT AFFILIATE OF THE WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY?*

i]YES □ NO *Organization must be an Affiliate to apply

3) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION CURRENT IN FILING ANNUAL REPORTS?*

Ii] YES ONO *Annual report for 2019 must be filed prior to applying for a mini-grant

4) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION LISTED ON THE IRS WEB SITE AS A PUBLIC CHARITY TO WHICH TAX DE-
DUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE MADE? *

Ii] YES □ NO 

*Check eligibility: https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
or contact Wisconsin Historical Society staff for help at fieldservices@wisconsinhistory.org







PLEASE PROVIDE US WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF SOURCES AND USES OF FUNDS 
FOR THE PROJECT: 

SOURCES OF FUNDS 

MINI-GRANT FUNDS: $ 700.00
---------

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 942.10
---------

TOTAL PROJECT FUNDS: $1,642.10
---------

USES OF FUNDS 

SYSTEMS AND SOFTWARE FOR RECORDING, $ _______ _
INVENTORYING, AND ACCESSING COLLECTIONS: 

MATERIALS AND ITEMS TO MAINTAIN AN $ 1, 642 .10
--------

APP RO PR I ATE ENVIRONMENT FOR COLLECTIONS:

CONSERVATION MATERIALS:$ _______ _

TRAINING MATERIALS AND EXPENDITURES $ _______ _
(ANY TRAVEL AT $0.14/MILE) 

HARDWARE FOR COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT AND $ _______ _
ACCESS: 

TOTAL PROJECT FUNDS: $ 1,642.10 
--------

PLEASE SUBMIT 1 PAPER COPY OF THIS APPLICATION TO: 

WISCONSIN 
FIELD SERVICES 

HISTORICAL 
PROGRAM 

SOCIETY

MADISON, 
816 STATE 

WISCONSIN 
STREET 

53706 

THANK YOU! 

CONTACT US WITH QUESTIONS: 

JANET SEYMOUR 
715-836-2250 janet.seymour@wisconsinhistory.org

KRISTEN LEFFELMAN 
414-988-8655 kristen.leffelman@wisconsinhistory.org

4 





2020 

• WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY -

WISCONSIN COUNCIL FOR LOCAL HISTORY

WISCONSIN MINI-GRANT APPLICATION 

HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

,_ - -

AFFILIATE lNFORMATION 

Name of organization: Sauk County Historical Society Inc.

� 

TITLE OF PROJECT: Computer Hardware Upgrade for Curator

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWrNG 

1) CATEGORY OR CATAGORIES INTO WHICH THE PROJECT FALLS (SEE INSTRUCTIONS)

□ Archival Supplies D Past Perfect D Storage D Digitization 

...-n, 

�� 
WISCONSIN 
-cot;�CIL l'Oll-

Local History 

,, . 

--

□ Climate Control ii Computer hardware D Training D Conservation Supplies

2) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION A CURRENT AFFILIATE OF THE WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY?*

Iii YES 0 NO *Organization must be an Affiliate to apply

3) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION CURRENT IN FILING ANNUAL REPORTS?*

Ii) YES ONO *Annual report for 2019 must be filed prior to applying for a mini-grant

4) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION LISTED ON THE IRS WEB SITE AS A PUBLIC CHARITY TO WHICH TAX DE-
DUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE MADE?*

Iii YES O NO 

*Check eligibility: https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
or contact Wisconsin Historical Society staff for help at fieldseNices@wisconsinhistory.org







PLEASE PROVIDE US WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF SOURCES AND USES OF l=UNDS 
FOR THE PROJECT: 

... ,), .. ,. - -

SOURCES OF FUNDS 

MINI-GRANT FUNDS: $ 649 .00
---------

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 650.00
---------

TOTALPROJECT FUNDS: $_1
_

,2

_
99

_
.o
_

o _____ _ 

USES OF FUNDS 

SYSTEMS AND SOFTWARE FOR RECORDING, $ ______ _ 
INVENTORYING, AND ACCESSING COLLECTIONS: 

MATERIALS AND ITEMS TO MAINTAIN AN $ ______ _ 
APPROPRIATE ENVIRONMENT FOR COLLECTIONS: 

CONSERVATION MATERIALS: $ ______ _ 

TRAINING MATERIALS AND EXPENDITURES$ ______ _ 
(ANY TRAVEL AT $0.14/MILE) 

HARDWARE FOR COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT AND $ 1, 299 .00
-------

ACCESS: 

TOTAL PROJECT FUNDS: $ 1,299 .00 
-------

PLEASE SUBMIT 1 PAPER COPY OF THIS APPLICATION  TO: 

FIELD SERVICES PROGRAM 
WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

816 STATE STREET 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53706 

THANK YOU! 

CONTACT US WITH QUESTIONS: 

JANET SEYMOUR 
715-836-2250 janet.seymour@wisconsinhistory.org

KRISTEN LEFFELMAN 
414-988-8655 kristen.leffelman@wisconsinhistory.org 

4 



2020 

• WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY -

WISCONSIN COUNCIL FOR LOCAL HISTORY

WISCONSI N MINI-GRANT APPLICATION 

HISTORICAL 

SOC IETY 

AFFILIATE INFORMATION 

Name of Organization: Wisconsin Maritime Museum

TITLE OF PROJECT: Flag Collection Rehousing

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING 

1) CATEGORY OR CATAGORIES INTO WHICH THE PROJECT FALLS (SEE INSTRUCTIONS)

Ii] Archival Supplies D Past Perfect Ii Storage D Digitization 

� 
WISCONSIN 
-COUNCIL FOR.-

Local History 

□ Climate Control D Computer hardware D Training D Conservation Supplies 

2) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION A CURRENT AFFILIATE OF THE WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY?*

Ii.I YES □ NO *Organization must be an Affiliate to apply

3) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION CURRENT IN FILING ANNUAL REPORTS?*

� YES ONO *Annual report for 2019 must be filed prior to applying for a mini-grant

4) IS YOUR ORGANIZATION LISTED ON THE IRS WEB SITE AS A PUBLIC CHARITY TO WHICH TAX DE-
DUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE MADE? *

ijJ YES □ NO 

*Check eligibility: https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
or contact Wisconsin Historical Society staff for help at fieldservices@wisconsinhistory.org







PLEASE PROVIDE US WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF SOURCES AND USES OF FUNDS 
FOR THE PROJECT: 

SOURCES OF FUNDS 

MINI-GRANT FUNDS: $ 604 , 05
---------

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 604 ,05
---------

TOTAL PROJECT FUNDS: $1,208 .1 0 
---------

USES OF FUNDS 

SYSTEMS AND SOFTWARE FOR RECORDING, $ _______ _
INVENTORYING, AND ACCESSING COLLECTIONS: 

MATERIALS AND ITEMS TO MAINTAIN AN $ _______ _
APPROPRIATE ENVIRONMENT FOR COLLECTIONS: 

CONSERVATION MATERIALS: $ 746.00
--------

TRAINING MATERIALS AND EXPENDITURES $
--------

(ANY TRAVEL AT $0.14/MILE) 

HARDWARE FOR COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT AND $ 462.10
--------

ACCESS: 

TOTALPROJECT FUNDS: $
- -- -----

NAME 

PLEASE SUBMIT 1 PAPER COPY OF THIS APPLICATION TO: 

WISCONSIN 
FIELD SERVICES 

HISTORICAL 
PROGRAM 

SOCIETY

MADISON, 
816 STATE 

WISCONSIN 
STREET 

53706

THANK YOU! 

CONTACT US WITH QUESTIONS: 

JANET SEYMOUR 
715-836-2250 janet.seymour@wisconsinhistory.org

KRISTEN LEFFELMAN 
414-988-8655 kristen.leffelman@wisconsinhistory.org
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