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WHLTE MAN'S WAR

The Civil War Service of the Green Bay Tribes

By Russell Horton

ompany I was a big part Indian, and good skirmish-

ers.” So wrote Elisha Stockwell Jr. about a unique

component of the 14th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry
Regiment in his memoirs some sixty years after the Civil War.
Composed largely of members of the Oneida nation, the
company saw action throughout the South, including the
siege of Atlanta under General William T. Sherman. The fact
that many of the men were Native Americans so impressed
Stockwell, a private in Company I of the same regiment, that
he prefaced every mention of Company F in his memoirs with
a statement about the number of Indians in the group. Stock-
well’s memoirs, written in 1927 and published in 1958, are
one of the few known primary sources to mention specifically
the role of Wisconsin’s Indians in the Civil War.

Company F’s story, however, is but one part of the larger
story of the hundreds of Wisconsin Indians who participated
in the Civil War. An estimated five to six hundred Native
Americans from the Badger State, out of a total Native popu-
lation of nine thousand, joined the Union army during the
war. While Native men in Wisconsin had taken part in other
armed conflicts during the antebellum era, both as allies and
enemies of the government, the struggle between Union and
Confederate armies represented a unique situation because
the Civil War was the first major armed contflict in the United
States after the federal government instituted its “Indian pol-

icy.” This official policy had consisted largely of taking land
from Native peoples, pushing them further west, and attempt-
ing to “civilize” them through formal education and the
imposition of European agricultural practices.!

Each of the seven Native American nations residing in
Wisconsin during the Civil War era had experienced massive
land loss due to these government policies. Due to their prox-
imity to Green Bay and other white settlements, the Menom-
inee, Oneida, and Stockbridge-Munsee nations in particular
had been pressured by government officials to abandon many
of their traditional ways, particularly their customs of warfare.
Yet in spite of this treatment by the government, these three
tribes provided a total of almost three hundred volunteers—
over cight and a half percent of their combined populations.
The service these men offered prompts the question: why
would these people risk their lives on behalf of the very gov-
ernment responsible for their increasing loss of land, tradi-
tions, and overall way of life??

There is no all-encompassing answer to this question.
Rather, a variety of circumstances and occurrences led the
Oneida, Stockbridge-Munsee, and Menominee nations, often
called “the Green Bay tribes,” to join the Union effort. To
begin with, they hoped to keep the Wisconsin land that they
currently occupied. The Oneida and Stockbridge-Munsee had
only started to arrive in Wisconsin from eastern North Amer-
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Although William Dole, Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, acknowledged that
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WHS Series 49, Box 8
Robert Grignon’s offer of “Two hundred Menominee warriors” combined
a show of loyalty for the Union with an assertion of the traditional role
of Native men as warriors and protectors. No answer from Governor

Randall appears in any military documentation.

the lifelong loyalty of the tribe,”
Menominee soldiers like the unidentified
men in the two photos here received
minimal recognition, especially when
compared with the celebration of soldiers
from other ethnic groups.

Neville Public Museum of Brown County



ica in the 1820s, after controlling several million acres of terri-
tory in the New York state area following the American Revo-
lution. The Menominee, for their part, had ceded huge tracts
out of their millions of acres in the northeastern quarter of the
present-day state of Wisconsin. By 1860 all three peoples
found themselves on reservations—the Menominee had
230,400 acres, the Oneida 61,000, and the Stockbridge-
Munsee 46,000. As tides of white settlers arrived
in Wisconsin, even these comparatively tiny
parcels of land were at risk of being
wrested away from the tribes, and the
native people themselves removed
to lands west of the Mississippi.
Tribal leaders hoped that a
show of loyalty as the state
prepared for war would
influence the United States
government to let them
remain in Wisconsin.-
Next, enlistment and
substitution bonuses of-
fered a strong incentive to
serve in the military.
Although government
agents encouraged all
tribal members to farm, the
Menominee and Stock-
bridge-Munsee lived on
some of the worst farmland in
the state, a fact acknowledged
by their agent. Many families left
the reservations to seek seasonal
work in nearby white communities.
Those remaining on the reservation
grew increasingly dependent on govern-

ment annuities.
Faced with such
bleak economic
situations, Native
men could see
joining the army
as ameans to help
their families.
Although res-
ervation life had
produced a con-
stant state of
economic hard-
ship, the deter-
mination to remain
in that location
had led to a
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cause.

Image ID 1909

Thomas Bigford, at left in cap, and another government official, seated, swear in two Union recruils.
The man on the right may be Adam Scherf of Stockbridge. The state of the Native men’s
clothing underscores one of the primary reasons tribal men volunteered—the bleak economic crisis
on the state’s reservations.
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In a letter dated May 16, 1861, Augustus Gaylord expresses his concerns about
using Native men as soldiers.

their conflicts.
life, however,

warfare.

growing number of interactions between Native and white families.
This caused members of the Green Bay tribes to feel a strong
connection to the United States and its citizens, and this com-
munity connection was yet another circumstance that supported
the men of the various tribes to want to support the Union

Finally, the participation of Native men provided a
way to continue traditions of warfare and honor

that all three tribes valued. As European
nations had arrived on the continent, the
Oneida, Stockbridge-Munsee, and
Menominee had each formed
strong alliances with the new-
comers and supported them in

Reservation
emphasized

peaceful agriculture and
education, thereby present-
ing little opportunity to
fulfill traditions involving

These traditions varied
with the tribes themselves,
of course, but some ele-
ments apply to all three.
Warriors were always men,

although Oneida and
Mohican
were matrilineal in structure,
so women made decisions that
affected war’s timing and prac-

communities

tices. For the Menominee, warfare
was not common until the mid-seven-
teenth century, but for the Mohicans,
constant conflict with the Iroquois had

been a way of life
before European
contact.  Euro-
peans
brought a new
way of fight-
ing, large-scale
battles
close-
ranked groups
of soldiers. Trad-
itional
warfare, by con-
trast,

also

using

na-tive

often con-
sisted of a series of
quick raids, with
man-to-man fight-
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ing. In some traditions, the warrior’s primary role was protector; in
others, warriors ex-perienced visions and acquired special
knowledge to en-able them to face death, in either taking a life
or in relinquishing their own. The spiritual growth and elevated
tribal status associated with warfare were part of the warrior tra-
ditions in many tribes. None of these ends sanitize the acts of
violence, which included bloodshed, terror, and sometimes tor-
ture and cruelty. Yet in both practice and consequence these tra-
ditions shared much with analogous European customs, being
seen as necessary, and as a coming-of-age experience for youth.
Whether this final reason for serving in the Union army was the
most important or not, it was arguably the most personal, and
as such, perhaps the strongest. When combined, all of the tradi-
tional and practical elements of participation indicate that the
Civil War presented the Menominee, Oneida, and Stockbridge-
Munsee with important opportunities to improve their lives.”

wept up in a war fever, Wisconsin responded with alacrity

to the federal government’s call to arms in 1861. Thou-

sands of men volunteered for the Union army in the war’s
early years, including many recent immigrants of foreign birth.
Wisconsin’s volunteer regiments had among their number several
units that identified strongly with a particular ethnicity: the 9th
and 26th Wisconsin were known for their large number of Ger-
mans; the “Scandinavian Regiment” was the 15th, which had
many Norwegian and Swedish troops; while the 17th Wisconsin
was predominantly Irish and sported company names like “Mul-
ligan Guards.” Although members of the Menominee, Oneida,
and Stockbridge-Munsee tribes were among the first to volunteer
for service, they received a very different response from the wel-
come that other ethnic groups enjoyed.

In the months following Fort Sumter, Wisconsin governor
Alexander W. Randall received scores of letters from men
offering their services in the War. One of the more interesting
of these letters came from the city of Oshkosh, penned by
Robert Grignon, a descendant of Pierre Grignon, a trader
who came to Wisconsin in the late eighteenth century. Over
the years, the Grignon family became influential among Wis-
consin’s Indian populations, and Robert was part Menomi-
nee. In the letter, dated May 8, 1861, Grignon wrote, “T'wo
hundred Menomonee [sic] warriors under my command ten-
der their services to your Excellency during the present trou-
ble. They are all well armed with rifles, sure at forty rods and
anxious to serve under the stars and stripes. An immediate
answer will oblige.” Instead of readily accepting the offer of
loyal men, though, Randall apparently ignored the letter, as
no reply appears in the official correspondence, or among the
private papers.®

Another letter, dated May 16, 1861, from Augustus Gay-
lord, Randall’s choice for Wisconsin’s Adjutant General, to
Military Secretary William Watson may explain why.
Regarding the possibility of Natives’ serving in the army, Gay-

lord observed, “Of the propriety of using Indians in the pres-
ent contest with our brothers, so long as there are so many
volunteers from civilization, there may be some doubt.” The
problem did not arise in Wisconsin early in the War, because
there was no lack of white volunteers. The state had begun to
raise about twenty regiments of infantry, three of cavalry, five
of artillery, and one company of sharpshooters. Clearly, the
governor and other state officials could pick and choose
whom they wanted or did not want in their regiments, and
they did not want Grignon’s two hundred Menominee, nor
any other Indians.”

Governor Alexander Randall’s choice to not seek re-elec-
tion in 1862 spared him further contemplation of the Native
soldier issue, and his successor, Louis P. Harvey, died tragi-
cally in April 1862, fewer than four months after taking office.
Edward Salomon, who became governor as a result, faced a
problem that his predecessors had not foreseen. As it became
apparent that the war would be a lengthy affair, enthusiasm
in the state began to wane and the number of white volunteers
plummeted. By the beginning of August 1862, the federal
government threatened a draft if Wisconsin could not meet its
quota of troops. Knowing that a draft could cause major
morale problems, Governor Salomon sought ways to find
men for the army and avoid conscription.?

On August 5, 1862, he sent a telegraph to Secretary of
War Edwin Stanton stating, “I am applied to by parties who
offer to raise a battalion or more of friendly Indians in this
State . . . Can any encouragement be given them?” The
answer, sent the very next day, was blunt: “The President
declines to receive Indians . . . as troops.” With that, the state
of Wisconsin underwent its first military draft in November
1862. Native Americans as non-citizens were exempt.’

Adjutant General Augustus Gaylord (right), left no doubt that as long as
enough white men were willing to fight, the army was not interested in
Native men as soldiers. This would change as the war dragged on.
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Yet in the year that had passed between Grignon’s rejected
offer and Governor Salomon’s reflecting on the service of
Native men, more than a score of Oneida, Stockbridge-Mun-
see, and Menominee warriors had already enlisted in the
Union army. Why would Salomon ask about the appropriate-
ness of allowing Native Americans in the army when the state
had already accepted a small number of them as soldiers? The
answer lies in how most Native men enlisted in the war’s early
years. While the majority of whites joined in large groups,
alongside friends and others from the same community, the
Native men who enlisted in 1861 and 1862 did so indi-
vidually or in very small groups. Thus the scattered
Native men escaped the attention of state officials.

en Wisconsin regiments went off
to war, it was customary to
commemorate the occa-

colors. As reported by the Wis-
consin State_Journal, on Febru-

sion with parades, speeches, and
”
ary 22, 1862, in Madison,
Governor Harvey

the presentation of regimental T
during the ceremonies that “The
Celt have
invaded our soil [and]. . . . The
ranks of our army are filled no less
promptly by the alien and the native
born.”!0 Nearly every ethnic com-

munity, even the newest to these
shores, was celebrated for the con-

remarked

Norsemen and the

tribution of its particular troops.

No celebrations were recorded
for the most native born of all, how-
ever. Five Mohican men were among
the first Natives to enlist in the state of Wis-
consin. On June 15, 1861, Alexander
Abrams, Henry and John Davids, Jef-
ferson Fiddler, and Jeremiah Welch
enlisted at Fond du Lac and were mus-
tered into Company A of the 3rd Vol-
unteer Infantry Regiment. Averaging
twenty years of age, these men partici-
pated in the battles at Antietam, Chan-
cellorsville, and Gettysburg, and later
joined General Sherman’s march
through the South. Their frequent
appearances on the casualty list attest to their bravery in com-
bat. Fiddler, discharged with a disability after being wounded
at Gedar Mountain, rejoined the regiment and died while
fighting in Georgia, in May 1864. Henry Davids received
wounds at Antietam, Chancellorsville, and Resaca.!!

“Mar-Ko-Me-Te, a Menomene Brave” is

the title given to this image of a traditional
warrior by the artist Thomas L. McKenny
in his book, History of the Indian Tribes

of North America. The desire to reclaim
the cultural traditions of warfare and merge
ancient customs with modern war was one

of the most important reasons why young

Native men chose to enlist in the Union army.

Six of the roughly twenty Menominee men who served in
Company K of the 17th Volunteer Infantry Regiment enlisted
early in 1862. Joseph Antoine, Jackson Corn, Charles
Grignon, Alexander and John Kitson, and John Law served in
the Western theater of the War. They participated in the Octo-
ber 1862 battle of Corinth and the historic siege of Vicksburg.
The regiment also served in the South under Sherman later in
the war. John Kitson, who sustained wounds in the assault
upon Vicksburg, chose to reenlist at the beginning of 1864,
along with Law, Corn, and Alexander Kitson. Antoine and
Grignon succumbed to disease in the course of their service,

as did a large number of Civil War soldiers.!2
William Hill, Daniel and Joseph
Matoxin, James Otter, Louis Peters,
Jonathon Smith, and Henry Webster of
the Oneida nation enlisted in the
11thVolunteer Infantry Regiment in
October 1862 and were divided
among three different companies. Like
the 17th Regiment, these men fought in
the West, though they participated in
less well-known battles like Bayou
Cache before being called to Vicks-
burg. Following the Union victory
there, the regiment traveled to
Louisiana and remained in the
western theater for the duration
of the War. Desertion, like dis-
ease, was a common occurrence
in the Union army and tribal
members were not immune to
it: James Otter deserted in

August 1863.13

While these men were not the
only members of their respective
tribes to enlist during the War’s first

three years, their experiences demon-

Rare Book E77 M1313 Vol. 2

strate that Native men in Wisconsin
regiments experienced the war much as
white soldiers did. Members of all three
Green Bay tribes were wounded and
killed in battle, and suffered from dis-
eases. As the war continued and men
grew tired of its hardships, some
decided to renege on their commitment
to the army and return home. Overall,
in companies of about one hundred
men and regiments of close to one thousand, small groups of
Stockbridge-Munsee, Menominee, and Oneida attracted lit-
tle notice from state officials and citizens.

While the men in service fought in obscurity, the Green
Bay tribal members who had stayed at home found themselves
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under the scrutiny of their Wisconsin neighbors. In neighbor-
ing Minnesota, members of the Dakota Sioux nation killed
more than four hundred white settlers between August 17 and
24, 1862. This event sent shockwaves through the region.
Beginning in the western portion of Wisconsin, an intense fear
of Indian attacks spread eastward. At first, the most feared
tribes were the Ojibwe and Ho-Chunk, who had brethren in
Minnesota. Though the U.S.-Dakota Conflict did not spark
atrocities in Wisconsin, many cities near the three reservations
suffered varying degrees of alarm in 1862, including Green

Bay, Appleton, Fond du Lac, and Milwaukee. !+

At a time when any suspicious event could be
blamed on the Confederates, this isolated event
brought loyalties into question. The Green
Bay tribes had done nothing to bring such
suspicions upon themselves, but continuing
to do nothing, and hoping that the whites
would realize that they intended no harm,
was not enough. They needed to take
positive action to allay the unfounded
fears of their neighbors.

They received some support from their
government agent, Moses Davis, who
wrote, “I do not think that there are any
good reasons for such apprehensions [of an
‘uprising’ in Wisconsin]. The Indians who
have the rights of home in this State are thor-
oughly loyal.” The Menominee report-
edly held a special council in 1862 “for
the purpose of expressing their loyalty
to the federal government.” The fol-
lowing year the tribe petitioned their
agent to inform the president that they
refused to follow the example of “his
bad red children.” This particular
response, while showing quite clearly the anxiety that the
Menominee felt, failed to achieve its goal. White Wiscon-
sinites, swept up by the panic, chose not to hear or not to
believe the Menominee and their agent, and they continued
to fear all Native Americans.!d

Enlisting in the Union army was the most effective way for
the Green Bay tribes to attempt to prove their loyalty to the
federal government and avoid repercussions from the panic
around them. Although the decision they had made to avoid
notice by enlisting as individuals or in small groups had
allowed them to serve, they now needed to advertise their serv-
ice in order to improve general misconceptions about them as
potential traitors. Indeed, it was two weeks before the Sioux
uprising in Minnesota that Governor Salomon was informed
that the government would continue its no-Indian-soldier pol-
icy. It should be no surprise that the policy became more res-
olute after the violence in Minnesota.

Dr. Horace O. Crane, in portrait here,
examined recruits from the Green Bay area
and commented that the Native men were

generally fit to serve, although he questioned
their ability to participate in traditional battle.

et changes came in March 1863, when the federal
government passed the Conscription Act. The new
legislation provided a system for a military draft but
stipulated that a drafted man could choose to hire a substitute
to serve for him. Wanting to avoid another draft at all costs,
Governor Salomon had the enlistment bonus raised from
$100 to $302 to encourage volunteers. While the increased
bounty encouraged many more Wisconsinites to volunteer,
the federal government’s continuing calls for more men led to
another draft in the state.!6
The Conscription Act of 1863 directly affected the
Green Bay tribes in several ways. The increased
enlistment bonus drew additional individuals
and small groups of Natives to the Union
army. By taking the place of a white draftee,
a Native man received the enlistment
bounty and, sometimes, an additional
monetary bonus. As the federal govern-
ment continued to demand troops, the
state found it harder and harder to meet
its quotas, and state officials searched for
ways to avoid further drafts. They would
again turn their attention to the state’s
Native populations.

The federal government granted the
states permission to enlist “colored” troops in
1863. While it seems that this authorization
referred specifically to African Ameri-
cans, by the beginning of 1864 Wiscon-
sin had begun actively recruiting
Native Americans as well. Like whites

WHS Name File

at the beginning of the War, members
of the Green Bay tribes now enlisted
together in large groups, often over a
period of several days. As bounties and
bonuses rose, Natives also continued to substitute for con-
scripted men in the ongoing federal drafts. More Oneida,
Stockbridge-Munsee, and Menominee men enlisted by far in
the last year and a half of the war than in the first three years,
due to the continuing effects of the Conscription Act of 1863
and the government’s active recruitment of Natives.!”
Misconceptions about Native soldiers soon surfaced as their
numbers visibly increased. Elisha Stockwell’s memoir of the
Civil War and his comments on Native service (cited at the
beginning of this article and below), provide an apt example
on several levels. While all of his remarks pertained to the
Oneida men in Company F of the 14th Volunteer Infantry
Regiment, the author himself never recognized a tribal affilia-
tion, never differentiated between tribes or among individuals.
The most common stereotype had two parts: while con-
signing members of the Green Bay tribes to the roles of mas-
ter woodsman, scout, and sharpshooter, it held that they
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Boarding schools served to pressure Native people to abandon cultural traditions and assimilate into white culture.
The Oneida girls shown here are Celia Okimife[?], Lizzie Morgan, Adele Quinney, Maggie Melotte, Josette Kinea,
and Nettie Schooner. The boys names were not documented.

disliked traditional, Western-style pitched battles. The report
of a doctor named Horace O. Crane is an example of military
perceptions of the role that Oneida, Stockbridge-Munsee,
and Menominee men played in the war. Crane examined
over one hundred of Wisconsin’s Native Americans in the
Green Bay area in order to determine whether or not they
were fit for the army. After writing that he generally found
them to be in good shape, he noted that “officers command-
ing these men [said] that they were good soldiers, being
unsurpassed for scouting or picket duty, but quite unable to
stand a charge or artillery fire.” Crane readily accepted this
second-hand information that about Native men’s tendencies
in battle, yet the doctor was in Green Bay, examining recruits,
who were not yet battle-tested. The officers who relayed the
information to him may have had some previous experience
with other Native soldiers, but only as individuals since no
large numbers of tribal men joined with any recognition of
their identity until the final two years of the war.!8

Stockwell of course was a comrade, not an observer, but he
also related incidents that endorse the image of Native men as
master woodsmen, sharpshooters, and scouts. One incident
occurred while the regiment marched toward Atlanta with
General Sherman. During some light skirmishing, a Confed-
erate soldier, using discarded railroad ties as cover, had
pinned an Oneida man behind a large stone some distance

away. While the Confederate was waiting for him to come
out, “the Indian’s gun came over the end of the rails and there
was nothing to do but surrender. [The Confederate soldier]
asked the Indian if he was the one that went behind the stone.
The Indian said he was, but wouldn’t tell the Reb how he got
out without being seen. The Reb said he had read of the Indi-
ans doing such things, but didn’t believe such yarns, but had
to believe it this time . . . The Indian just laughed at him as
did the rest of us.”

Stockwell amply demonstrates both the Confederate sol-
dier’s and his own willingness to believe that the Oneida
man’s almost mythical stealth was derived only from his being
“Indian.” He also reveals that the stereotypes about Natives
were present in the south as well. 1

Indeed it seems that Union officers believed these stereo-
types, and because of these beliefs often assigned members of
the Green Bay tribes to scouting duties. While describing the
march of Sherman’s army through Georgia, Stockwell states
that Company I stayed ahead of the rest of the regiment as
skirmishers, commenting, “They were mostly Indians.” For
him the ethnic background of Company F was a sufficient
reason for them to have served as scouts.?!

Skirmishers played a far more visible, and dangerous, role
than scouts. Hardee’s Tactics, the soldier’s bible during the
war, describes them as follows:
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. .. Skirmishers will be thrown out to clear the way for, and
to cover the movements of, the main corps to which they
appertain; accordingly, they may be thrown out to the front,
to a flank, to the rear, or in the several directions, as may be
deemed necessary. . . . They will render their movements sub-
ordinate to those of the main corps, so as constantly to cover
it in the direction they were thrown. . . . The movements of a
body of skirmishers, though made in loose files, require to be
systematized, in order to give their commander the means of
directing them according to his views, and with the greatest
promptitude.’!

War’s most unusual and unsuccessful assaults: the Battle of
the Crater, also referred to as the Petersburg Mine. Union sol-
diers dug a 510-foot-long underground tunnel from behind
the Northern army’s lines to just below the Confederates’
defenses, where they planted explosives, which went off on the
morning of July 30. Company K rushed the startled Confed-
erate lines, and the Menominee men paid dearly. At least sev-
enteen received wounds, became prisoners of war, died, or

were listed as missing as a result of the battle.2*
Company K saw further action, and sustained additional
casualties, at Weldon Railroad in Virginia. They stayed with
the Army of the Potomac for the dura-

“The
Indians were good skirmishers, but did-
n’t like the open country or pitched bat-
tle,” it was a strong testament to their
courage and abilities in battle. He made
his assertion that Native men had a

So when Stockwell wrote,

preference for skirmishing after relating
an incident in which a “Company I
Indian” had been placed on guard duty
in a relatively open area. When Stock-
well tried to find him later, the Oneida
man ‘“had gone down the road some
forty rods to the woods” to acquire
some cover.?? It certainly may be that
Stockwell’s Oneida comrades did show
a stronger preference for skirmishing,
but it 1s equally viable that the Native
men were regularly assigned to skir-
mishing duties because the precon-
ceived notions of their abilities, present
from the day of their recruitment phys-
icals, allowed for few other assignments.

According to records,
Oneida, Mohican, and Menominee

infantry

men performed well in heavy fighting
too. In fact, early Native enlistees had
taken part in two of the bloodiest battles
in the War: Antietam and Gettysburg.
But the most apt example came from
the 37th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry

Menominee Indians in Council.

A Glimpse at the Cause of the |
Troubles In Minnesota!

Other Tribes Implicated with Sioux!

The Bouth ImTM the Movement! |
THE MENOMONEES LOYAL!
No Danger Here--No Cause ;or Fear.

BIEECILES OF MENOMONEE CHIEFS,

From the sbawano Journal of Sept. 8k,
I'roce:dings of & War Council held by the
Menomones Indians at Kesheon, Aung. 28th,
1 1862, for the purpose of expressing their loy-
| ulty to the govertinent of the United States,
| and their willingness to assist their Great Fath-
cr in kecping peace upon the northern frontier.

"I'he loliowing Chicls were present:

Ah-co-ne-may, Head Chief of Nation,

Ke-she-pa Second Chief,

Shoo-na-nee, head War Chief,

Careow, Kaman-e-kin, La-mote, Shoe-wai-
tuk, \\I;nu-k\c-fhl?n. \\'al;]-nlwo-shu. Nau-wa-to-
pe-nech,  Ash-ke-na-wich, Mah-pe-ta-powess,
Wauy-kah, Chiefs of Bands. =

STATEMESNT OE M A4 l-CHE-TE-NIED,
.. e says that lust spring hie had & tulk with

Green Bay Advocate

An insurrection by the Dakota Sioux in
Minnesota brought panic to the neighboring
state of Wisconsin, and tribal communities,

even those with men serving as soldiers,
Jell under suspicion. The Green Bay
Advocate’s article of September 11, 1862,
“Menominee Indians in Council,” supported
the tribe, but alarm still reigned throughout the
Green Bay region.

tion of the War, taking part in the final
storming of Petersburg in April 1865.
After Lee’s surrender, they traveled to
Washington, D.C. and participated in
the Grand Review before their final
muster out of service. These Menomi-
nee men represented the largest con-
centration of Native American soldiers
in any of Wisconsin’s Civil War compa-
nies, yet no primary sources recognize
their efforts as an ethnic group loyal to
the Union. The sources list the appar-
ently Native American names of
Menominee casualties, but offer no cel-
ebration of the group as such, or of the
community that produced these
heroes.2?

The Oneida of the 14th Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry hold the distinction
of being the largest concentration of
Native American soldiers in a Wiscon-
sin regiment. About forty Oneida
served in Company F of the 14th, while
at least ten more belonged to Company
G. These men helped to replace the
killed and wounded of the veteran reg-
iment. Most enlisted in December 1863
and January 1864 in large groups, like
the Menominee of the 37th Regiment.
Historian Laurence M. Hauptman has
noted that, because of this pattern of

Regiment’s Company K, with its many Menominee soldiers.
In May and June of 1864 at least forty Menominee men
enlisted into the new regiment. They generally joined in
groups rather than individually, including over twenty
between May 14 and 20, showing a trend of mass enlistments
similar to that of whites at the beginning of the War.?3
Company K joined General Ulysses S. Grant and the
Army of the Potomac in their siege of Petersburg, Virginia on
July 23. Exactly one week later they participated in one of the

mass enlistment, fighting in the Civil War could be viewed as
a kind of societal event through which Native American men,
in this case Oneida, fought beside friends and kinsmen.26
Arriving at Union-held Vicksburg in March 1864, the
Oneida in Companies F and G soon became a part of Sher-
man’s Army of the Tennessee and took part in the Atlanta
campaign. As the War drew to a close, the 14th traveled west
and saw action in Tennessee, Arkansas, and Alabama before
being mustered out in October 1865. Close to twenty of the
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Oneida men in these two companies were wounded, died, or
became seriously ill as a result of their service in the War.
Although the Oneida of Companies I' and G did serve as
scouts and sharpshooters, as observed by Stockwell, they also
took part in the Battles of Atlanta and Nashville, as well as less
well-known conflicts at Tupelo and Spanish Fort.
Like the Menominee in the 37th, they challenged
popular stereotypes while fighting, and dying, for
the Union.2’

he sacrifices of the Green Bay tribes during
the Civil War, almost completely unno-
ticed by whites at the beginning of the War,
garnered some attention in the conflict’s final years.
As mentioned above, Dr. Crane and Elisha Stock-
well noted that Wisconsin’s Native American popu-
lation contributed men to the Union effort. In
addition, the Indian agent of the Green Bay tribes,
M.M. Davis, brought attention to this fact. In Sep-
tember 1863 he wrote in his annual report to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs that “some twelve
or fifteen members of [the Stockbridge-Munsee]
tribe... have enlisted in our volunteer regiments
now in the field.” The following year William Dole,
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, reported that
Menominee participation in the War “attest[ed to]
the life-long loyalty of the tribe.” Continuing his
commendation of the tribe, he wrote that Menom-
inee men “make brave and enduring soldiers, com-
ing easily under discipline.”?8
Agent Davis also forwarded the figures for
enlistment among the Green Bay tribes in his 1864
and 1865 reports. According to his count, one hun-
dred and twenty-five Menominee, one hundred
and eleven Oneida, and forty-three Mohicans
served in the Union army. With the combined pop-
ulation of the three tribes totaling 3,281, they had a
participation rate of eight and one-half
percent. That compares quite favorably
with the general Wisconsin participa-
tion rate of about ten percent. Historian
M. M. Quaife aptly asserted that the

P13

Green Bay tribes’ “record for loyalty in

the Civil War was one to put many a

white community to shame. . . . induced
by no fear of conscription, they fur-
nished a surprising number of volunteers . . . “29

Although no written primary sources specifically address
why these men chose to fight, tribal oral histories agree with
official histories produced largely by European Americans, in
suggesting relevant factors. Dorothy Davids, a Stockbridge-
Munsee historian, pointed to enlistment bounties as a major
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Although the Ojibwe are not one of the
“Green Bay Tribes,” their treaties with the
government, like those of the Menominee,

tried to guarantee the maintenance of
reservation land. The Ojibwe presented this pipe
at the Council of 1844 to James Duane Doty,
the prominent frontier leader.

reason that Mohicans enlisted in the Union army. Laurence
M. Hauptman, in his written account of the Oneida of the
14th Regiment, saw the same factor at work: “Oneida youth
were enticed by large monetary payments to become loyal
recruits for the Union.”30

enominee oral history suggests an addi-

tional reason for participating in the

Civil War. Tribal historian David
Grignon spoke of a feeling of being bound to the
United States by the Treaty of 1854, which estab-
lished the Menominee reservation. He said that the
tribe saw their participation in the Civil War as a
symbolic “sealing” of the treaty, assuring the
Menominee of a permanent home in the territory
of their ancestors. Robert Grignon’s offer of
Menominee soldiers, tendered a mere month after
the War began, supports David Grignon’s analysis.
Anxious to affirm the recent treaty, Menominee
men were quick to aid the Union. The Oneida and
Stockbridge-Munsee had also recently signed
treaties granting them reservations in the state after
being moved to Wisconsin from the East Coast. A
desire to avoid further displacement probably con-
tributed to their participation, as well.3!

Yet white settlers continued to populate the sur-
rounding area and encroach on reservation lands,
and in 1887 the government passed the General
Allotment Act (also known as the Dawes Act),
which “provided for the allotment of Indian Reser-
vation lands . . . to tribal members with their con-
sent.” Rather than continue the communal life of
the reservation, a certain amount of land would be
given to each tribal member, and the federal gov-
ernment would sell any remaining land.32 The
Oneida and Stockbridge-Munsee had their land
allotted, and several decades passed before they
regained their reservation status. The
Menominee resisted intense govern-
ment efforts to follow suit, and the tribe
avoided allotment. The Dawes Act
clearly showed that the government did
not view the Green Bay tribes’ partici-
pation in the Civil War as “sealing” the
treaties that guaranteed them reserva-
tions in the state.33

The plethora of works covering the American Civil War
forces modern scholars to constantly search for previously
unexplored topics of study. The field of Native American his-
tory, by contrast, is largely unexplored, but popular trends in
scholarship call for raised awareness of Native contributions to
American culture and society. Interest in the Civil War looms
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In the aftermath of the Civil War, GAR posts sprang up thronghout
the northern states, providing Union veterans with financial and
community support, as well as the camaraderie of fellow veterans.
Above are twelve Oneida members of the GAR, ca. 1907, standing
in_front of Parish Hall in Oneida, Wisconsin.

large in both academic and popular history, but although sev-
eral books cover the topic of Native participation in the Civil
War, Wisconsin’s Native men receive passing mention at
best.3* Work that attempts to combine Civil War history and
Native American history can fill important gaps in both disci-
plines. Indeed there is an interest in and work being developed
on the Menominee GAR post, as well as greater exploration of
the connections between traditional warrior culture and mod-
ern military service. The involvement of Native Americans in
the Civil War is an unwritten chapter in the history of specific
tribes and regions, and such studies can show the role played
by American Indians in one of the most important events in
American history. W4
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