
Choosing a digital version of Wisconsin: Our 
State, Our Story  

Customers may choose between two digital versions of the textbook: 

• Chromebook-optimized version: This version is recommended for schools and districts
that use Chromebooks, because it allows students to increase the size of the text and

offers larger images. It can also be used on iPads and other tablets with small screens.

• PDF version: This version is recommended for use on devices with larger screens, such

as laptops and desktop computers. It can be used on tablets but is not ideal for devices

with small screens.

This document highlights the most important differences between the two versions so you can 

make the best choice for your classroom. (Please note that all digital textbook licenses purchased 

under one access code must be assigned to the same format; it is not possible to assign some to 

one and the rest to the other.)   

Design 

The design of the Chromebook-optimized version is simpler than the PDF and print versions of 

the textbook. Images are larger, and less text will appear on the screen at one time. 



Also in the Chromebook-optimized version, the amount of content that appears onscreen will 

change based on the device’s screen size and the size of the browser window. The following is 

an example of how the screenshot above would look when the browser window is minimized. 

Students can change the size and style of the font by choosing the “Aa” symbol in the blue 
navigation bar. This allows each student to choose the text size that is most readable to them. 

The Chromebook-optimized version also has reflowable text and images, which means that 
segments of text and/or images that do not fit on the screen will automatically be pushed onto 

the next. Because of this, a caption may appear on one screen and its corresponding image on 

the next. To make it easier for students to understand the image they will see next, the caption 
appears before the image.



The PDF version mimics the design of the print book. The content on the screen is fixed and 

will not change based on the size of the device’s screen or browser window. 

The italicized caption on the lower right in the above screenshot corresponds to the image of 
the spear points that appear on the subsequent screen: 



Key Word Definitions 

In the Chromebook-optimized version, key words are underlined. When students tap or 

click on the word, they are taken to a Key Word Glossary. Tapping or clicking on the word in 

the glossary returns them to the page where the word first appeared. 



In the PDF version, key words are highlighted in the text and defined at the bottom of the 

screen. 

Table of Contents 

In the Chromebook-optimized version, a student can choose the bullet-list button to open an 
interactive outline of the book’s contents, which appears in a blue navigation bar at left. Links  
allow students to skip directly to certain chapters or sections. This allows students to easily 
navigate to specific sections without clicking through multiple screens.




