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Welcome to the April 2026 edition of Capitol Connections—your source for the latest news and
updates from the Wisconsin Historical Society. Our mission to collect, preserve and share stories is
made possible by continued support from the Wisconsin Legislature and administration. Thank you!
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Building the Future of Wisconsin History—Together

A new chapter is underway at the Wisconsin Historical Society! With the launch
of our refreshed brand identity and redesigned website this month, we are
building on our longstanding legacy while inviting new audiences to experience
the life-changing power of history across all 72 Wisconsin counties and
beyond.

“This is an important moment as we introduce a new look for our organization
and more welcoming experiences both online and in person,” said Christian
Overland, Ruth and Hartley Barker Director & CEO of the Wisconsin Historical
Society. “We feel a sense of responsibility to meet people where they are at as
new generations access and interact with history in evolving ways. | hope
people feel inspired to dig into the many resources available to them to put the
power of historical perspective to work in their daily lives.”

Watch our video to see the new look and check out our press release for more
information on how we are working to connect more people to our services,
destinations, historical resources and renowned collections.

READ THE PRESS RELEASE
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Wisconsin History Center Reaches New Heights

Construction of the Wisconsin History Center on Capitol Square reached a major
milestone yesterday with the topping out and permanent placement of the steel
beam signed by Wisconsin legislators and staff last year at the State Capitol. We
hope you have been watching with pride as Wisconsin's premier destination for
history reaches its full height, knowing the state's leadership is transforming this
long-supported vision into a reality that will benefit Wisconsinites in every corner
of the state for generations to come.

With a soft opening slated for late 2027 and a public grand opening expected in
early 2028, the center will expand access to history for communities statewide.
Thank you to the legislators and staff whose support and signatures helped
make this moment possible!

Upcoming Event Highlights

Spring and summer bring a full lineup of special events, day camps at the
History Maker Space and Old World Wisconsin, and upcoming field trip
opportunities at WisHistory destinations across the state.

Keep an eye on your capitol mailbox for summer event listings and all-new field
trip opportunities coming to the Wisconsin History Center—this will be great
information to share with students and educators in your district!

Plus, mark your calendar for this can't-miss-event—Independence Day Weekend
celebrations at Old World Wisconsin! This signature event will celebrate the
beloved historic site's 50th anniversary, the nation’s 250th anniversary, and the
opening of an all-new Welcome Center for guests!

More events:

May 10: Moms Get in Free at Old World Wisconsin! (Eagle)

May 22: Madeline Island Museum Community Open House (La Pointe)

May 23: Military Service Day at Circus World (Baraboo)

June 13: Making Wisconsin: A Hands-On History Day at First Capitol (Belmont)
July 10-12: Carriage Driving Days at Wade House (Greenbush)

July 18: War of 1812 Battlefield Walking Tour at Villa Louis (Prairie du Chien)

Click here for a complete listing of WisHistory events!
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Wisconsin Students Shine
at National History Day State Contest

Wisconsin students from districts throughout the state made a splash at
regional National History Day contests this spring, and more than 400
participants moved forward to the state contest on April 25 at UW-Madison.
Projects represent an opportunity for students to use critical thinking while
learning about local history and developing presentation skills. Students who
advance from the state contest will join thousands of peers from across the
nation for a chance at top honors at the National Contest in Maryland this June!

In The News &

BBC: The ancient US discovery predating the pyramids

CBS 58: Dozens celebrate dedication of commemorative historical marker
honoring Wisconsin's early Chinese immigrants

Wisconsin Public Radio: Hmong refugee’s new memoir recounts journey of
making_a home in Wisconsin

Wisconsin State Journal: Scott O'Donnell is back to lead Circus World at an
exciting time

Ashland Daily Press: Red Cliff Elder to have regalia on display at new history
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center in Madison

WMTV: Honoring Vel Phillips, a Wisconsin trailblazer

WJJQ: Wisconsin Historical Society ‘History Makers Tour’ Coming through North
Central Wisconsin
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Photo: Bordering the shore of Lake Monona, Frost Woods Historic District is a collection of
126 residences representing the state’s largest concentration of International style houses.

Recent Listings

National Register of Historic Places:

» Peniel Church (Fond du Lac County)

* Platteville Army National Guard Armory (Grant County)
» Paul Kuehl House (Grant County)

» Frost Woods Historic District (Dane County)

State Register of Historic Places:

» Calvary Baptist Church (Milwaukee County)
» East Troy Electric Railroad (Walworth & Waukesha Counties)
e F.J. King_Shipwreck (Door County)
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» State Bank of De Pere (Brown County)
» Upper Lone Tree Historic District (Green Lake County)

Special Thanks: Advocacy Day 2026

The Wisconsin Historical Society hosted our 9th annual Advocacy Day event on
February 11. Advocates and staff members met at the Madison Public Library
following meetings with elected officials. Thirty-nine advocates participated this
year, supporting the Society’s mission in meetings with 46 representatives and
25 senators! Thank you to all who dedicated their time to making this a
successful Advocacy Day.
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