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Return to Nama' o Uskiwamat:

The Importance of Sturgeon 1n

Menominee Indian History

By David R. M. Beck

N April 17, 1993, the Menominee

Indians of Wisconsin celebrated the
return of the sturgeon to Namd'o
Uskiwdmit, or Sturgeon Spawning Place,
the name the tribe has used for Keshena
Falls on the Woll River since before the
creation of the Menominee Reservation
in 1854, After several vears of pressure
from tribal members, and months of ne-
gf.‘lliili.i.{}l'l with the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources (DMNR), the state
agr :_*ui to provide the Menominee with
the sturgeon required for the renewal of
this celebration, a part of the tribe’s heri-
tage dating to its earliest history, and to
formulate and implement a pl:m {ur rein-
T_r{]t_tu:_]ﬂg .‘\-L'Ll.'lg{ OT1, OTHCE dmn !1Tl'|.:lﬂ}| LAl
basis of the Menominee economy, into
Menominee waters.!

Avrnor's xoTe: This article s based upon *The
Importance of Sturgeon in Menominee History As
Viewed Through Some Documentary Sources,” a
paper written lor the Menominee Indian Conserva-
ticn Commission in January, 19495, Portions of italso
appear in the author's doctoral dissertation, "Stege
and Survival: Menominee Responses toan Encroach-
ing World™ (University of Tllinois at Chicago, 19494,

' Newspaper articles discussing the 1993 celebra-
tion and the process leading 1o the return of the
sturgeon inchide front-page stories by Michael ]
Boucher in the Shawano Peader for January 29, 1995
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Atthatcelebration, alter the nwaditnonal
opening ceremonies and welcomings,
tribal elders and members spoke about
the historical and cultural significance of
sturgeon to the tribe, Recognition was
given to the family which had continued
to offer prayers and ceremonies to the
sturgeon despite a century-long absence
of the fish in wibal waters. The tribe’s
director of historic preservation, David J.
Grignon (Nahwahquaw), led dancers in
performing the Fish Dance. Afterward,
the tribe fed nearly five hundred people,
including tribal members, the negota-
ton team of the DNR, and outside visi-
tors, in a feast that included sturgeon and
wild rice.® The cultural and historical sig-
nificance of this event cannot be over-
stated.

The Menominee have lived in Wiscon-
sin longer than anyone else. Tradition-
allv, thev based their economy on the
]1=llllt.i| abundance of the forests and wa-
terways which defined the landscape in
the wake of Wisconsin sreceding glaciers,
This environment provided myriad food
SOUINCEeS "n-'u.'t"i.flllh' l:«'IJQﬁ U‘f gﬁ"lf_fi wiatenr-

Y. M. Baguatosh-Aragon, ”
Keshena Falls”
10403,

Sturgeon Rewrn o
Menominer Tribal News, Apnl 22,
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fowl, fish, and edible plants. But for the
Menominee, two stood out above all oth-
ers: the wild rice from which the wribe
derives its name, and the lake sturgeon
{Acipenser fulvescens in scientific Latin, or
reema o in Menominee terms), which ran
upstream to spawn each spring as water
temperatures warmed. The sturgeon—
an oddly prehistoric-looking fish which
might grow to four or five feet in length
and weigh as much as 200 pounds—pro-
vided much-needed sustenance and nu-
trition aflter the harsh
Wisconsin's northlands, often saving tribal
members from starvation in this critical
[!'HI'ISIIIDH ]'jll:_‘r'lﬂd.

HROUGHOUT the pre-contact vears
and well mnto the nineteenth cen-
tury, the Menominee nation consisted of
several bands, somenmes as few as half a
dozen, sometimes nearly a dozen and a
half, cach autonomaous, each with its own
economic territorial base which shified
throughout the year according to a sea-
sonal cvele. The entire nation came to-
gether only for religious purposes or at
the annual rice harvests, which generally
occurred in September.

During the spring, each band moved
from its inland winter hunting grounds,
which ranged throughout much of cen-
tral and northeastern Wisconsin, to the
shores of Lake Michigan or points along
Lake Winnebago and the inland riverways,
After a harsh winter, the Menominee re-
lied on maple sugar and sturgeon and
other fish in their spring spawns to give
them the sustenance they needed to re-
build body strength, The sugar helped
sustain people, but it was the sturgeon
which restored them to health.

The Menominee people spent the
summers gathering roots and berries,
growing corn and squash (among the
southern bands), and fishing and hunt-
ing. From late spring to early autumn, the
Menominee enjoved the abundant fruits

a4

winters of

of forest, garden, and waters. Later in the
fall, the various bands assembled for the
annual rice harvest, The rice was treated
and dried for use during the bitter-cold
months of winter. The ripening rice also
attracted flocks of migrating wildfowl]
which were easy prey for native hunters.*

The most difficult period for survival
in Wisconsin'svaried climate was of course
winter. As the different bands returned 1o
their winter hunting grounds, families
carried their rice with them, o thicken
the soups and stews made from game
such as beaver and deer killed during fall
and winter hunts. These helped sustain
Menominee people until the spring har-
vest of maple sap and lake sturgeon re-
stored their strength and health,

From their earliest contact with the
Menominee in the seventeeth century,
the French recognized the importance of
sturgeon, The fish remained an impor-
tant source of food well after the tribe
settled ar its present reservation site in
the early 185(F's. The fur trade which
brought the French into Menominee
country had wide-re dchutg effects on
Menominee culture, but it did not se-
verely disrupt the Menominee economy
as it did that of other tribes. "Lllthngh
some individuals became indebred 1o
traders, the tribal economy remained
firmly rooted in the rich resources of
their homeland.

HIS economy was not significantly

disrupted untl after the American
arrival in the Menominee country.
Menominee furs were just the first of
three vital resources which the Ameri-
cans wanted from the tribe; the others
were the land and the forest. After the
close of the War of 1812, which ended

*Archeological studies confinm the use of nets o
capture wildfowl in the rice ficlds, for example, See
Carod 1. Mazson, Imiveduction to Wisconsin fdians:
Prehistory to Statefiood (Salem, Wisconsin, 1988), 108,
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Menomines Indicns fisfeing, frovn o watercolor 0y Franz Solzfoder, The howsing s
not Menominee, From .I'-I:l.ﬁ l.'.;rlﬁlﬂlr.ln' I!'.'.'.lr'."r-'.-'f.l:f.l.'r.

British hegemony in the Old Northwesy,
the newcomers went after the natives'
reseurces with a lust that eventually
crippled the Menominee cconomy. As
Americans encroached on Menominee
land, the tribe was forced to negotiate a
series of treaties which diminished the
tribe’s land base until, by the mid-18530"s,
the natural resources still accessible
proved inadequate to sustain the trnibe,
The governmental food allotments pro-
vided in return for the land cessions failed
to meet tribal needs as well, The reserva-
tion created in one small part of the
Menominee homeland still |:|1'01.-'iciﬂr,1 fish
and some game, but as the surrounding
white pu:}pu]ulin:n grew, the Menominee
were increasingly restricted from leaving
the reservation to hunt, fish, and gather

food. By the end of the century, mosi
Menominee were reduced to living a
]th‘}]gl‘r, Tllilrgi'l'!'dl ﬁ‘xiﬁ'll'n('{" 0on 1#']'1:-”_ re=
mained of their tribal homelands.
Logoing dams in the latter half of the
nineteenth century slowed the progress
of sturgeon swimming upstream, hut the
real blow o the Menominee came in 15892
when a concrete dam was built for a
papermill in Shawano, only a few miles
downriver rom the tribe's reservation,
This effectivelvsiopped the sturgeon from
returning o Keshena Falls, and the few

" Derived rom interviews conducted with
Menominee people by the author between 199 and
1994, The interviewees were offered anonvmity,
which some accepied
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fish that remamed above the dam eventu-
ally died. In 1926 a power dam built just
three miles south of the reservation fur-
ther restricted sturgeon maobility, Later
attempts by the Menominee 1o restock
the sturgeon in the small area which re-
mained open inevitably failed.! While
some Menominee continued to cateh stur-

geon at other sites, the fish as a basis of

the economy was destroyed. At the same
time, relentless pressure by the Ameri-
cans on the lake sturgeon nearly caused
the extinction of the fish, which had once
existed in abundance throughout Lake
Michigan and its watershed. By 1860, ac-

cording to the Wisconsin Department of

Natural Resources, “the lake sturgeon was
considered anuisance by commercial fish-
ermen, whostacked the fish like cordwood
on shore and lelt them to rot.” Ironically,
soon thereafter,
sturgeon roe For caviar, of sturgeon oil,
and of isinglass (a pure form of gelatin
made trom the fish s swim hladder) cansed
the fish to be overexploited by the fishing
industry. This lasted well into the twenti-
eth century. The sturgeon population has
never recovered.”

LTHOUGH 1t was a kvji.'.'x'llm{' of the
Menominee economy until well into

the reservation years, the role of sturgeon
in Menominee life has been given suar-
prisingly little attention by scholars, How-
ever, primary source materials written by
Euro-American visitors to Menominee
country as well as Menominee oral tradi-
tion heavily document the historical and
cultural significance of the fish o the

*Maureen Mecoged, "Lake Sturgeon,” Wisconsin
Deparmment of Natral Resources. Bureau of Fisher-
ics Management, publication FM-T0488 (Madison,
December, T988), 1; CGonrdon B, Pricgal and Thomas
L. Wirth, *The Lake Sturgeon, Tis Life Fhistory,
Foology and Management,” Wisconsin Department
of Watural Resources, publication 240-70 ({ Madison,
19531, 4, 15,
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the increasing value of

tribe. Through these sources, we can gain
a deeper ;1p|}n.'r.‘.'1;ltim1 of Menominee
identity in relation to Wisconsin’s natural
environment. We can also hf.fgin to see
why the return of sturgeon to Menominee
witers was such a momentous occasion,
In terms of the study of American In-
dian history, both written and oral sources
have their hmitations, Written documen-
tation created by French, British, and
American observers who visited or lived
among the Menominee represents a West-
ern point of view. No matter how objec-
tive or sympathetic they were toward the
native peoples, none of the observers were
Menominee themselves; thev therefore
understood Menominee culture only from
within their ewn cultural contexts or bi-
ases, and thev were writing their own
history, not Menominee history. On the
other hand, however, their documenta-
tion frequently offers the most readily
accessible record we have of Menominee
lite in the years of early contact.
Menominee culture, hike most Ameri-
can Indian cultures, 1s !'listurif_'all}' hased
in oral tradition rather than on the writ-
ten word. This means that tribal history
and culture have been passed from gen-
eration to generation by memaorization.
To this day, much of the most imponur:t
and even the most accurate data about
the Menominee must be gleaned from
oral sources rather than from written his-
tories. Without these oral histories, we
lack a complete picture of the tribal past.
However, hecause of the misuse of oral
tradition by both government otfficials
and scholarsinwavs that have often proven
detrimental to the tribe, Menominee
people possessing knowledge of their past
have been understandably reluctant to
share this information with outsiders,
Judicious use of documentary history
as it i1s informed by oral history can re-
shape our knowledge and understanding
of Menominee history. For example, the
written documentation of the tribe men-
tions sturgeon only briefly; but the fish
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plays a far more significant role in the
oral tradition. For this reason, we need Lo
examine the primarydocuments and writ-
ten histories more carefully 1o see how
they treat sturgeon,

The documents cited below were cre-
ated overa pm'ind of more than two and
a half centuries, French missionaries
and fur traders wrote the earliest ones,
based upon their direct experience and
ohservation. The same is true of some
carly American documents, but others
were writtén in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries by ethnolo-

gists who incorporated a large degree of

oral history of the Menominee. From
these various sources—written and oral,
ancient and modern—it is possible to
piece together a picture, or rather a
kind of mosaic, depicting what the lake
sturgeon meant, in economic and spiri-
tual terms, to these earliest known set-
tlers of the place that came to be known
as Wisconsin.*

" Cither oral history for this artiche was collected
in a paper by Kathy McDonough with assistance
from David Grignon entitled *Menominee Tndian
Tribe of Wisconsin: The Importance to Menominee
Culture and Tradition.” (Copy in author’s posscs-
sion.] The American scholars and observers whose
works are cited helow came in twor waves, The first
group arrived in the 1820's and 1830%, the carly
American vears, in the employ of the War Depart.
ment or as local rraders and missionaries. Arooand
the end of the nincteenth century a second group
arrived. Two of these, Walter |. Holfman and Alber
Ernst Jenks, worked [or the Smithsonian Institution's
Burean of Ethnology, 5 A, Barretr and Alanson
Skinner worked for major museums in Milwaukee
(i.e. the Milwaukee Public Museum) and New York
(the American Muscum of Natral History and the
Museum of the American Indian, Heve Founda-
tion b, gathering material objects for the museums’
collections and publishing their observations in
musenrn bulleting and journals. Leonard Bloomfield
and Felix Reesing worked in the late THE0s and carly
1930°s as academics. Keesing worked bath in the
documents and through oral sources, while
Bloomfield relicd on aral sources 1o do a linguistic
study of the ribe, All of these observers wrote prolili-
cally about the Menominee,

N order to understand the importance
of sturgeon to the Menominee, we
need to know not only its use as suste-
nance but also its role in the social, polit-
cal, and spiritual life of the tribe. This
role dates to the very origins of the tribe.
Alanson Skinner. an ethnologist who
wrote prolifically on the Menominee,
observed in the 1920°s thar “Smrgeon
played so important a part in early
Menominee economy that they receive
frequent mention in mythology.™

Walter |. Hoffman, the Smithsonian
Institution ethnologisi who studied the
Menominee for the Bureau of Ethnology,
wrote that the Menominee creation story
places the tribe’s origin at the mouth of
the Menominee River, where the Bear clan
first organized, and at Lake Winnebago,
with the creation of the Thunderer or
Eagle clan, According to tribal history,
when the Bear invited the Thunderer to
become his brother, the Bear brought wild
rice, and the Thunderer brought corn and
fire to the new family. Other animals in-
vited into the family by the Bear included
the Beaver (a woman) and Elk, 1o be di-
rectly related o the Thunderer, as well as
the Sturgeon, who was 1o be the younger
brother and servant of the Bear, In time,
the Crane, Wolf, Dog. Deer, and Moose
were also adopied.” All of these animals,
including the sturgeon. eventually became
leaders of Menominee hands.

In other versions of the story, the sour-
geon also plays a key role. In 1913 Skin-
ner described the tribe’s origins as re-
lated to him by a wibal elder. When the
two Bears first became a man and awoman

TAlanson Skinner, Material Cultwre of the Menoming,
in F.W. Hodge, ed,, Frediaen Notes and Mosogregais, vl
20 (New York, Musewmn of the American Indian,
Heve Foundation, 1921, 1959

" Walter James Holliman, The Menowini frdians,
in Foarteendh Awweeal et of the Burenn of foifinofogy o
the Secretary of the Smathsenian Tnsiitution [892-43 vol,
14, part 1 {Washingion, [HGG), 30-44,
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at the mouth of the Menominee River,
the man immediately built a wigwam. His
next act was to build a canoce “in order
that he might go out on the waters and
catch sturgeon, which were very abun-
dant at the foor of a nearby cataract,
where they had been created lor the use
of man. [He] wasvervsuccessiul in aking
sturgeon.” His wile then prepared the
abundant catch of sturgeon: “First she
split them from the head down and drew
them; then she hung them over a frame to
dry. When they were sufficiently cured
she cut them into flakes and made the
first sacrifice and feast 1o all the powers.™
The first Menominee thus relied on the
sturgeon forsustenance. Inaddition, they
used the sturgeon for religious purposes;
namely, to thank the higher powers which
provided them with food.

In 1928 the linguist Leonard
Bloombield recorded a third version of
the origin story in both Menominee and
English. When the first Menominee (the
Bear clan) came into the world, they
brought with them a keule: They carried
the ketle 1o the river, which Ihu found
tobe “full of sturgeon.” The tribe's leader
used the ketle to cook sturgeon and feed
his people. Because he was thus able to
provide for his people, the other clans
brought him their own foods and joined
the Bear."

O this dav, Menominee elders recall
the sturgeon’s role in the story of

the tribe’s origins. In it, the Sturgeon,
whose responsibilities included keeping
the wild rice and serving as the tribal
historian, is the vounger brother of the
Bear: “Because the sturgeon was the his-

* Alanson Skinner, Sociad Life and Cetemanial
Srendles of the Meronnred fndiaas, vol, X111, pare [ of
Anthropological Pafiers of the American Museum of Nalui-
rad Histery { New York, 1913, 8,

" Leonard Bloombeld, Menamine Texts (New
York, 1928), TO-75,

38

torian, he knew things that the other
totemns did not, hence, this placed the
sturgeon close to the Creator of all
things.”"" The Sturgeon became the to-
tem for one of the tribe’s clans. In all of
these histories of the tribe's origins, the
great fish plays a significant role in both
physical and spiritual sustenance, As one
elder recalls;

When the sturgeon came up the
Woll River to the falls [at Keshenal,
some sturgeon were taken for a cer-
emonial feast. . .. Spiritually and
culturally there is significance in all
Menominee feasts. Like the stur-
geon, Menominees live by cuﬂeq
The feasts, for example, occurred
during the most opportune moment
forthe taking of the sturgeons based
upon the sturgeon’s cycle of repro-
duction. Offerings are always made
in the way of pravers of thanks and
tobacco out of respect for allowing
the people to take sturgeon, The
pravers were to maintain balance,
peace and harmony in their envi-
ronment and in nature,'*

In addition, swurgeon became con-
nected with the traditional Menominee
religion—the Metawin—which isstill prac-
ticed today. A ceremonial dance was held
to welcome each season, and the spring
dance “concurred with the run of stur-
geon.” The Dream Dance ceremony was
performed both before and after the stur-
geonwere taken. Sturgeon was alsoserved
on feast days, including those associated
with the Metawin."

ITTEN information regarding the
bplr]mdl ]l‘ld[lt‘rt‘]‘:-]'l]l‘l of sturgeon
to the Menominee is scant. Little has

" MeDonough and Grignon, "Menominee In-
dian Tribe of Wisconsin,”™

" fhiad,

[,
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Nugrrr weakeng, fron The 18th Annual Report of the Burean of American
Ethnology, 18961897,

been formally recorded by non-Indian
observers. Although several visiting schol-
ars recorded aspects of Menominee reli-
gion, none understood the traditional
religion within a tribal context. Their
observations are therefore superficial and
misinformative. Walter Hoffman, for ex-
ample, simply tried to scientifically dis-
sect parts of Menominee religious cer-
emony in order to debunk its religious
nature and expose it a5 a kind of cha-
rade " The Menominee were well aware
of this, Partly for this reason, and partly
because of its sacred nature, they refused
to share certain aspects of their religious
beliefs with non-Indians. '

Before their first contact with Europe-
ans in the mid-seventeenth century, all
the Menominee bands came to the rivers
in the spring when the sturgeon ran. In at
least one instance, two bands tought for

N Holtman, The Menomin Incdians, 79, BH=92, 9=
102, 157,

control of access to the all-imporiant fish-
ing grounds. This incident first appears
in the documentation in 1823, in the
journals of C. C. Trowbridge, an army

oflicer stationed at Green Bay who over

the years recorded ethnological data
about numerous tribes.

In the historyas related by Menominees
to Trowbridge. the incident happened

5 This is understandable when we consider, for
example, that Alanson Skinner prided himself on
obtaining sacred information by sulwerfuge—for
example by breaking into people’s homes when he
knew they were away, or plving them with alcohol 1o
loosen their tongues, In addition, many Menominee
sacred objects were taken, legally and illegally, from
the reservation for use in museums. Such thefis
peaked between about 1910 and 1930, but contin-
ued at least into the 196075, See David R M. Beck,
" "Colleeting Among the Menominee’: The Failure
of Ethnologists to Destroy an Indigenous Culoure,”
paper delivered at Native American Siudies Confer-
ence, "Survival and Renewal: Native American Val-
ues,” Lake Superior State University, October 24=
25, 1991,
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“fifteen or twenty vears before the arrival
of French troops in the country.” In all
versions, one band lived upstream and
the otherat the mouth of the Menominee
River.'"When the lower band builva dam
blockading the river, preventing the stur-
geon from swimming upriver to spawn,
the two bands wraded insulis and eventu-
ally attacked each other. According to
Tl'm\'hr"idgl.". this was the only civil dissen-
sion of any importance in ttlbdlhhlun Lo
that peint. Significantly, the cause was
the disruption of the supply of sturgeon
during the spawning season.” Had the
band upstream not been able to catch
sturgeon during the short-lived spawning
season, manv would have starved,

In 1936, during the Great Depression,
the Works Progress Administration (WPA)
collected Indian legends in Wisconsin,
and recorded this dispute also. Directly
quoting Menominee Louis Bernard, the
WPA researchers recorded the same civil
dispute as had Trowbridge, Hoffman, and

e onlv disagreement on this poing is Patricia
K. Qurada, The Memomines fadians: A History [ Norman,
197490, 11, and Carl Brog, “The Menomuinee Indians
on the Menominee River,” in the Wisronsza Academy
fevieae (Seprember, 1977), 2728, These authors
refer to this as a war berween the Chippewas and the
Menominee, Krog begins the story “according to
lepend,” and credies Fro Allowes with deails, anfor-
tanately without citation, while, also unfortunately,
Ourada cites no sources Tor this interpretation.

T Excerpts from C.C. Trowbridge's "Account of
the Menominee Taken at Green Bay, summer of
1823, transcribed from the Leonard Bloomfield
FPapers, Nadonal Anthropological Archives;
Sminthsonian Insttution, pp. 4-56; Hoffman, The
Menomini fedsens, 217-218; Alanson Skinper and
Jahn V. Satterlee, Folldore af the Memoiing i, vol,
NI, part HI of Anthropological Pagers of the American
Micsewme of Neturad History (New York, 1915), #45-
446; "Batle of the Pierced Forehead,” in Works
Progress Admimstration, Charles E. Brown, Wiscon:
sin Place Nawe Legends or Weeonsin Indian Place Loz
endds (Madison, 1936), pp. 3=38 (ranscribed by
Rosalvn LaPier; copy in the Wisconsin State Ar-
chives, State Historical Sociery of Wisconsin, Madi-
son )i author's interviews with Menominee people,

40

Skinnerand Satterlee. Bernard began his
account with a statement showing the
importance of the spring run of sturgeon:
“In the water the fish were running up-
stream to spawn, And with the first return
of the fish came the great sturgeon, the
prize food fish of the Indian. They were
speared. netted, and trapped unidl each
band had an abundance lor immediate
use as well as fish to dry, ™

The documents show that the sturgeon
retained this place of highest significance
among fish into the twentieth century.
Leonard Bloomfield recorded a story
written down by ]nhn V. Satterlee called
“The Hunter's Treat.” This story says that
when two men go hunting, whocver
catches the game offers the otheragener-
ous treat. Il they are in a canoce spearing
sturgeon, the one who spears the stur-
geon gives the canoe |mr1d|{r half’ the
fish, as a gesture of generosity,” The im-
portance of the fish was thus translated
into social etiquette.

T should come as no surprise that the

first white contactwith the Menominee
occurred at the mouths of rivers. When
the French began to establish a perma-
nent presence in Menominee country in
the late 1600°s, and began to record their
observations, they noted the importance
of sturgeon, among other things. Nicho-
las Perrot, a French cowreurs de bois, lived
in the Green Bay area for a large part of
the period from 1655 to 1699, He learned
the languages of manv of the Indian na-
tions that had moved inte Menominee
country during those tumultuous years,
and he was one of the few French traders
too document his firsthand obsernvations
inwriting. Perrot’swritings, most of which
have since been lost, are widely .',lr_'ceptcd
as forming the basis of Bacqueville de la
Potherie’s works on French and Indian

" Brown, “Batle of the Pierced Forehead,” 34.
" Bloombicld, Menoming Texis, 6=4,
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relations in the Lakes Country. In de-
scribing the Menominee, La Potherie said,
ratse a little Indian corn, but live
upon game and sturgeons: they are skill-
ful navigators. If the Sauteurs [Ojibwa]
are adroit at catching whitefish at the
Sault, the Malhominis [Menominee| are
no less so in spearing the sturgeon in
their river.” He continues, “For this pur-
pose |spearing] they use only small Ca-
noes, very light, in which thev stand p-
right, and in the middle of the current
spear the Sturgeon, . .. [O]nly canoes are
to be seen, morning and night.” He adds
that sturgeon were an impnr[.nn tood
source “all vear round, ™

“they

* Bacqueville de [a Potherie, “Savage Allies of
New France.” in flistoire de UAmerigue Sefrlen frionade.
in Emma Helen Blair, trans, and ed., The Indian
Trabes |.l_|f the 1V If.'l.'.'-".l Wlieeiand ||'.i'||'.l.- |-'J|'|"r~". i r.lr.lI |r'||'lrJ|'H|' |'r| the
Gireat Lakes, vol. 1 (Cleveland, 1911), 304; EXCETE
From Bacqueville de la Pothene’s Histoie del A merige
Seplentrienale, published in Paris, 1722 and 1753, in
Collections of the State Historical Sociely af Wisconsin, vol,
V1 i Madisorn, U0 r.'n;i_:I H=Th

French missionarvies ikewise observed
the \cik[]il_:{:mt't: of the sturgeon to the
Menominee, The earliest Jesuits to carry
out missionary work among the
Menominee were Fathers Claude Jean
Allouez and Louis Andreé, Fr, André served
among the Menominee and other tribes
in the area beginning in 1671, when he
attended, in an official capacity, the
French annexation of the tervitory by
Francois Daumont de St. Lusson. But he
began his service Lo the Menominee in
HFH(I..H ular Fashion in 1I;|h|1| of 1673, He
described the occasion in a lengthy letter
published in the Jeswit Relations,

He found the Menominee River band
walting on the hanks of the Menominee
River for the sturgeon to make theirspring
run upstream. Ihe fish were late, and had
already entered the other major rivers
farther south on the bay—prohably the
Peshtigo, the Oconto, and the Fox, which
were maore distant from the mouth of
the bay and the main body of Lake Michi-
gan. (Fr. André did not know it, but the
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sturgeon first begin spawning in the bayv’s
southern rivers; when water temperatures
reach 53 to 59 degrees Fahrenheit, de-
pending upon water conditions, The Fox
River, fed by a warmer climate area than
the Menominee river, warms upearlierin
the season, generally by anywhere from
several davs to a week. )

No doubt the Menominee band was in
dire need of fresh fish in their dier after
existing all winter on dried fish and game
and whatever rice they had preserved in
the fall. {By then. oo, the spring sugaring
season may alreadv have passed.) Per-
haps the sturgeon were a little later than
usual that year in coming o the
Menominee River, Inanv event, to hasten
the coming of the fish. the Menominee
had raised a banner to the sun, which
they recognized as “the master of life and
ol fishing, and the dispenser ofall things.”
When Fr. André inquired about the ban-
ner, he was informed “that it was a sacri-

fice—or rather, to use the expression of

their language. ‘an exhortation.”™

The Jesuit believed that the Me-
nominee lacked religion, and he was
dutv-hound o bring it to them, He pro-
claimed them “superstitious,” and he mis-
took their spirituality for “superstition.”
He might have recognized the difference
if he had contemplated the difference
between exhortation and superstition, the
two words he used in describing ther
spiritual customs. But Fro Andreé had been
taught that all who did not believe in fus
God believed in [alse gods, or in none ai
all, which made them at best supersti-
tious. His training rendered him inca-
pable of taking Menominee religion
seriously.

Fr. André spoke tooa large part of the
proup, all but three elders. "After dis-
abusing them ol the idea which they had
of the sun, and explaining 10 them in a
few words the principal points of our
Faith,” he asked them to allow him to
replace the “picture of the sun™ with “rhe
image of Jesus crucified.” The Menominee
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permitted this, and he quickly made the
switch. The next morning, a bounteous
run of sturgeon surged up the river where
the Indians were encamped. The
Menominee, said Fr. André, were “de-
lighted.” and thev said to him, "Now we
see very well that the Spirit who has made
allis the one who feeds us. Take courage:
teach us to pray, so that we may never feel
hunger.”

According to the priest. this wondrous
event gave this band of Menominee a
large dose of confidence in the power of
Christianity, Thereabier. many listened to
his teachings and showed affeciion for his
God. Though he asked 1o wach only the
children, many adults came 1o listen as
well, especially at night afier they fin-
ished the work of [ishing. Fr. André re-
ported that he made a great impression
on the tribe. OF course, the Jesuits pub-
lished their Relations in order o raise
money o support their missions, so
they tended to report only the most glori-
ous of stories, and olien these might be
exagrerated.”!

HE Jesuit missionaries left the Green

Bay area in 1707, and though both

the fur rrade and French-Menominee con-
tact continued, little ethnographic infor-
mation was written down for the next
century, Indeed, itwas notuntil the Ameri-
cans began to move into the area in the
1820°s that these kinds of observations
were again recorded. But throughout this

Fr. Andre's story appears as "Letter from Fa-
ther Louis André, Of the Mission of the Folle Avaine
(Menominee), Near the Bay des Puams (Green
Bavy, April, 1673," in Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed.,
Fhe fesuil Refutions, vol, 58, pp. 272-281 Information
regarding spawning habits of sturgeon from George
Howlew, Jr., telephone conversations, |anuary 7,
1995, and George O, Becker, fshes of Wiseonsg
(Madison, 1985, 221; Fricgal and Wirth, “The Lake
Sturgeon, Iis Life History,” ¥ Mecozea, “Lake Suur-
wean,” f,
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period, the Menominee continued to rely
on sturgeon as an important food source,

In 1820, Secretary of War John Calhoun
sent the Reverend Jedidiah Morse 1o re-
port on conditions among the Indian
nations throughout the United States and
its territories. Among many other things,
Morse reported that the Menominees’
main subsistence was of wild rice, and

that fish comprised an important part of

the diet in spring, summer, and winter.
“The fish, consisting principally of stur-
geon and salmon-trout, are in the great-
est abundance in the Bay,” he wrote.™ C.
C. Trowbridge in 1823 reported similarly
that the Menominee subsisted mainly on
sturgeon, which they speared through
theicein thewinier, when “theyare taken
in great number.”

Fr. Samuel Mazzuchelli; a Dominican
missionary from Europe, served among
the Menominee from 1830 to 1834. He
oo observed that the Menominee speared
sturgeon through the ice. The winter fish-
ing season was one of the best times to do
mission work, he wrote, because a signifi-
cant portion of the tribe gathered cither
along Green Bay or Lake Winnebago in
order to be near the sturgeon fishing
grounds. These would have been the
bands of Menominee withwhich the priest
had the most contact Mazzuchelli
described the winter fishing in 1834

The Indians . . . make a hole in the
ice about avard across, and letdown
by a cord a little wooden fish which
they keep in motion, Stretched at
full length with head over the hole
and under cover the better to see
below the ice, they watch for the

B Ri,"'l. .J(‘didi;ill Morse, A Hr'lfmn' fer .';l'fr.l'rlrr.l_'i; -".if W
af the Unded Slates, on frdian Affmrs, Comfrisinge a
MNarrative Tour Performed (New Haven, 1822}, appen-
clin, 47-45,

' Trowbridge, “Account of the Menominee,”
transcribed from Leonard Bloombeld Papers, Na-
tional Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Insti-
tution, H4=55.

sturgeon as he makes for the litde
wooden decoy. Then the skillful
Indian with a barb [astened to a
pele spears the swrgeon, which,
afier a uscless ﬁlr'uhgh,,_ becomes
his prev. Thisis the principal means
by which many Indians get their
food in winter.

At this time, Mazzuchelli observed,
Menominee fishermen not only used stur-
geon for sustenance but also sold it to the
local white population *

During the same period we occasion-
ally catch a glimpse of the important role
plaved by the sturgeon in the letters of fur
traders who lived in Menominee country.
John Lawe, writing to Louis Grignon in
January of 1820, for {*xampﬂe observed
that the late date at which ice had yet to
torm on the bay forced Indians to wait
ht"f'm't'1he}=c:~:11|ir| begin theirwinter spear-
ing. In February of 1824, Lawe wrote to
James Porlier that the lake had not yet
frozen, which caused great hardship to
the Menominee:

[T]he Winter has been so Open &
mild this Year thar the Lake is not
vel taken to this Day so that there
has not been a single Speared Stur-
geon has been brought to the Bay
this Year, the Indians is all a Starv-
ing & it is quite a famine for them
There is nota Single bit of lce at the
Follavoine [Menominee River|
nothing but the bare Beach the Netts
has catch’d bt few fish 1 do not
know whartis agoing to become of us
it will be quite a famine in the bay
this Year.®

#Fr. samuel Mazzachelli, *Visits to Indians on
Their Fishing Trips—Remarkable Circumstances
Connectedwith Them-—Many Conversions in 1834,"
in The Mewmons of Felfer Somuel Maozzuchell), €LF,
chap. 24 (Chicago, 1967), 101-105,

# John Lawe 1o Louis Grignon, Green Bay, Janu-
ary 11, 1820, and John Lawe to James Porlier, Green
Bay, Febroary 3, 1820, both in Collections of the State
Hj_i.'.-_.n.n.qF_'-,'....”'.;-r_-u; of Wiseonsin, vol, 20 {Madison, 1411
ed. ), 147-14%9 and 331-334.
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Although relatively little was written
about the Menominee by early observers,
wherever the sturgeon are mentioned
their importance to the tribe comes
through. In the 1840°'s the armist Paul
Rane visited the Menominee, where he
made the well-known painting which cde-
picts Menominees spearing fish ar nighi
from bark canoes, (The painting is repro-
duced on the outside back cover of this
magazine.) This piciure graces the cover
of a hook on the Potawatomi, where it is
used o show a sivle of fishing similar to
that of the Potawaromi ="

N the vears from 1820 through 1854
the American population in Wiscon-
sin grew dramatically. American loggers
cm(l speculators coveted Menominee re-
sources, and federal officials purchased
Menominee land by means of a series of
treaties which shrunk the Menominee
land base and destroyed the tribal
economy. U5, officials ]mp: d o remove
the Menominee from Wisconsin entirely.
In 1836, the vear Wisconsin became a
territory, Governor Henry Dodge pur-
chased 4 million acres of Menominee
land. The vast tract included all of the
tribe’'s northern lands from the Wolf
River east to Green Bav; evervthing north
to the Bay de Noque in Michigan's upper
pf_nmaulta. and land east of Lake Povgan
[rom the Wolf to the Fox as well. A treaty
of 1848 secured the balance of Menom-
inee land in Wisconsin and called for the
removal of the tribe to the Crow Wing
country in Minnesota, But tribal leaders
never planned to leave, Theyinserted an
escape clause in the treaty which eventu-
ally led to subsequent treaties in 1854
and 1856, which established the present
contours of the reservation, When the
Menominee settled there, on the much-
reduced remnant of their ancient home-
land, many tribal members spent their
first vears enduring extreme hardship
and near-starvation.

-+

The nucleus of their new reservation
home—HRKeshena Falls—was such an im-
portant fishing place that the Menominee
called it Name v Uskindmit, “the sturgeon
spawning place.” Alanson Skinnerwrote
of the site;

Up to the time that the whites placed
dams on the Woll [River], Keshena
Falls, on the presecnt reserve, was a
great resort of these fish in spring.
Here the high water that follows the
thaws and rains beats against a mass
of rock, making a drumming noise.
Menomini folklore declares that this
is the music of a mystic drum be-
longing to the manitou who owns
the cataract. They say that when this
drum heats, the toads and the frogs
begin their mating songs, and the
sounds call the siurgeon to the pools
andeddies below the cataract. There
they formerly spawned and were
then speared in large numbers.™

Felix keesing observed that the
Menominee chose their present reserva-
tion site hecause of the natural resources
in the vicinity, including the sturgeon.

“ The painting is titled “Spearing Salmon by
Torchlight,” but experts at the Menominee Historic
Preservation Department say that it would be an
accurate depiction of Menominees spearing for stur-
geon aswell, Kane, in his Wanderings of an Artisd Among
the fndians of Nertl Amerfea (Toronte, 1925), 21-22,
titles the original sketch of this picutre as“Spearing by
torch-light on Fox River.”™ He painted it while staving
ata Menominee camp in preparation for observing a
Menominee annuity pavment. The photo ofthe paint-
ing appears on B Davdd Edmunds, The Potanoalonis:
Keepers of the Five (Norman, 1978), duost jacket and
following page 58 There are, however, distiner difter-
ences betweeen Potvsatomi and Menomines meth-
ods of spearfishing, as documented in the author's
interviews with Menominee people,

S5 A Barren and Alanson Skinner, “Certain
Monand Village Sites of Shawano and Oconto
Counties, Wisconsin” i Bulletin of the Public Masen
af the City af Mifwmukes, vol. 10, no. 5 (March 4, 1932},
52,

Hskinner, Material Caloare of the AMenomini, 194,
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Kesherna Pafls, a frentisth-cendury pretare thad s gives some serise of e Soene

deserified by Adamsore Skiveeicr on the greceding fae,

*The river at this point [the [alls] was
celebrated as a breeding place for the
sturgeon,” he wrote, adding that he had
been told by tribal members that "every
:-;prir;g [Menominees | would assemble on
either side of Keshena Falls te [ish for
sturgeon.” Tribal member Weshonaguet
Mosechart later recalled, *After I grew up
to manhood [ came upon the present
Reservation. My people were accustomed
to roam all over the present Reservation
every spring when the sturgeon came up
the Woll River as far as Keshena Falls. Tt
was the custom of all the Indians from the
various bands that were scattered far and
near to gather together at the Keshena
Falls to catch the fish and [we] would
amp there tor mon ths fort he purpose of
catching the sturgeon. ™

I'he ethnologists who visited the tribe in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies to gather material for their publica-
tions and museum collections first noted the
difficulties caused by the erection of perma-
nent damson the Woll River. Hoffiman, who
studied on the reservation in the early 18907
and published his work in 1836, was the first
scholar to remark upon these problems:

Frevious 1o the erection of dams in
Wolfriver, great numbers ol sturgeon

* Felix M. Kecsing, The Mernamini Indians af Wi
corvin: A .".."-'m'_l.'u,' Theee Confuries if Couleaval Comalec! aqmid
Clrargre | Madisom, 1987 ed; oviginally published in
L93ay, 148, 152 Deposition in Keshena, 25 Angust
1913, interpreter Reginald Oshkosh: witmesses
Reginald Oshkosh and Frank Wilber, Menominee
Historic Preservation Department.
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migrated upward each spring to
spawn, and Indians were then sta-
tioned along the river at favorable
places ready to cast the spear when
the fish appeared. Many of these
tish are from 4 to 5 feet in length.
The excitement during their cap-
ture was intense, and even now
frequently forms the topic of ani-
mated conversation rf*imi:]g tor by-
gone days.™

Citing Hoffman. Keesing observed that
“sturgeon fishing on the reservation had
come to asudden end with the erection of
power dams lower down the Wolf river.”™
As one tribal elder todav recalls, after the
clam was built, “the Menomineeswere forced
to goelsewhere for sturgeon. Families would
send a few individuals to the Oconto River
to catch the fish and bring back wagons of
sturgeon for the people to feast.™

Jenks, inastudy entitled Wild Rice Gath-
erers of the Upper Great Lakes, observed that
of all the foodstuffs regularly consumed
by Indians of the region at the end of the
nineteenth century, sturgeon and dried
beef ranked highest in “flesh-producing
substance, ™

Skinner's 1921 publication contained
a section on tribal methods of preparing
and cooking fish. He included instruc-
tions for drving sturgeon roe, which could
then be made into roe pudding, roe dump-
lings, and ro¢ cakes. He presented tradi-
tional recipes for all three of these, as well
as a recipe for raw, fermented sturgeon
roe.” Thirty vears had passed since the
dam was builr, but Skinner'swritings indi-

Y Hoffman, The Merowmin: Indians, 273,

YO Reesing, The Menomini frdians of Wiseonsin,
1946,

* McDonough and Grignon,
dian Tribe.”

* Albert Ernst Jenks, The Wild Rice Galherers rJJI".’-I’u
Liprper Lakes: A Study in Amerivan Primitive Keonowicsin
Nineternth Anwwal Repont of the Buremnw of Awmervican
Ethnaelogy (Washington, 1901 ), 1080-1085.

“ Skinner, Material Culture of the Menoming,
205=2006,

“WMenominee In-
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cated that the Menominee still knew nu-
METOUS WaVs 10 Prepare sturgeon,

Even as late as 1993, over a hundred
vears after the building of the first
Shawano dam, tribal members recalled
old recipes. Sturgeon heads, for example,
were used o make soup, a special 1reat
reserved for the elders. Sturgeon oil was
used as medicine. Sturgeon was used “to
heal headaches, ear aches, and some eve
problems. according toone elder.” People
also remember that it was used to treat
tuberculosis.™ Thisis confirmed by Phebe

Jewell Nichols in a novel puh[i%hfr(l in

19350, Sunrise of the Menominees. Nichols
was married o Angus Lookaround, a
Menominee, and she well knew tribal cus-
toms and lore. Her novel recounts the
courtship of a white woman and a
Menominee man during the 1920°s. In it
the voung man, who later becomes in-
volved in tribal politics, rails against the
Indian Bureau for its heavy-handed treat-
ment of Menominees:

“You see, Indians can no longer get
the food to which racially they were
accustomed. Bear meat, venison,
wild goose, sturgeon, all have the
calories so much talked about,
The dam at Shawano has kept the
sturgeon out of reach of the Me-
nominess for thirty VEeATS. The
game laws forbid the Indians fish-
ing below the dam. You ought to
hear my [ather tell of all the food
and other uses 1o which the Indian
puts sturgeon. They even used the
oll for the *sick lungs folk.” . . . In
any event, wild game food is scarce
now. In place ofit those old Indians
are frequently doled out rotting
pork and wormy flour for rations.
No wonder they say "hard times.” 3]

“ McDonough and Grignon, “Menominee In-
dian Tribe": author’s interviews with Menominee
preople.

i Phebe Jewell Nichols, Swnrise of the Menominees:
A Stary of Wiseansin fndians (Boston, 1930], 41-42.
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[ he Bells D on the Wil Rirver, shawn here, wray above Kestena Falls where e
sturgeon stofed, bul it is smilar fo the logring daons sehich docked the movemend of
the shurgesn elienhere.

Al-l- of this documentation, rom the

earliest French observers to the
scholarsand researchers of the early twen-
tieth century, confirms the significant
place of sturgeon in Menominee oral his-
tory. The fish served as sustenance, as
medicine, and as ceremonial food. It
formed a basis for the tribe's origins
and its clan system, and it became an
integral part of the wribe's spiritual life
and identity.

As a food sowrce, the sturgeon pre-
vented starvation and provided impor-
tant nutritional sustenance, especially
during the winter when it could be taken
111r'm_1;_§|1 the ice, and in the .ﬁpl'ing Spawn-
ing runs, when it could be speared or
netted on the Menominee, the Woll, and
other rivers that debouched into the great
bay. In the early 1850's, sturgeon plaveda
significant role in the selection by tribal
leaders of the site for the reservation, The
fish remained asignificant source of food

to the tribe long afier the federal govern-
ment began its unsuccessful campaign to
make farmers out of the forese-dwelling
Menominees. With construction of per-
manent dams on the Wolf River, the tribe
began to be deprived of sturgeon, and
this caused hardship and suffering. By the
18905, the federal agent was making an
effort to stop the Menominees from leav-
ing the reservation in scarch of subsis-
tence foods, even in times of hunger.
The federal government was supposed
to protect, not to abrogate, the right to
these food sources. The 1854 treaty which
established the boundaries of the
Menominee reservation had guaranteed
the Menominee the rights to this land “to
be held as Indian lands are held.™ In

ToArcle Twao, “Treary with the Menominee,
18547 in Charles |. Kappler. ed., fodian Trnties,
F7TR- 1883 (NewYork, 1972 ed; originally published
in 194K, H26G.
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Menominee Tribe of Indians v, United Staies,
a landmark fishing and hunting righs
case, the T.fnit('fl States Euprt‘tl‘u" Courl
decreed in 1968 that “treaty language
requiring u*wlhﬂlml lands 1o be held as
[ndian lands are held” includes the right
to fish and hunt.” The court also ruled
that the Terminaton Act of 1954 as ap-
plied by the federal government o the
Menominee did nei abrogate the tribe's
fishing and hunting rights. ™ This act, part
of a broad federal Indian policy, had at-
tempred to eliminate all federal responsi-
hilities to the Menominee nation in an ill-
fated effortwhich was overturned in 1973
when the tribe achieved Restoration.™ In
the 1968 ruling, the high court did not
address the issue of the Indians’ spearing
sturgeon during the spring spawning run.
[t ean, however, be inferred thar thiswounld
be included under the rights retained by
Menominees in holding lands "as Indian
lands are held.”

Yer the significance of sturgeon goes
well bevond its economic use as a food
source. The sturgeon became institution-
alized in the clan structure of the wribe’s
governance. It also became instimtional-
ized in tribal folklore, and even a cursory
sty of oral history shows that it holds
religious significance. Its role in the very
origins of the wribe has accorded it a place
of political, social, and religious impor-
tance as well,

Though its significance has remained
relativelyune \i[’]](‘]]ft’i by scholars, the role
of sturgeon in Menominee history and
culture was never forgotten by the tribe’s
spiritual leaders, historians, and elders.
These people kept its place in the culiure
alive even when the fish itsell was unavail-
able. They did this by remembering the
stories, by passing on to succeeding gen-
erations the knowledge ol the wavs in
which sturgeon were used by the tribe,
and by making regular spiritual offerings
1o the g great fish. The retarn of the stur-
oeon 10 Nomd'o Uskindmit in the last de-
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J: Herzberg,

cade of the twentieth century is compli-
cated by the wanton destruction of the
mid-nineteenth century and the subse-
quent over-exploitation of the fish for
both isinglass and caviar well into the
twentieth century. The sturgeon popula-
ton has never recovered from these as-
saults, and today the fish is considered a
threatened species and classified as “rare
over much of its original range ™" How-
ever, its return o Menominee waters
marks an event which reconnects some
important threads of Menominee history
and culture—threads which were broken
long ago by European and American in-
cursions into the world of Wisconsin's
earliest inhabitants. It is therefore some-
thing from which all the peoples of Wis-
consin candrawa measure of satisfaction.

B Excerpt from Mensminee Tribe of Indians o
Uinited States (391 LLS. 404, 88 5. O 1705, 20 L. Ed.
2d 697 (LS. Sup. G 19681), in American Indian
Resource Instituce, dndian Trtbes as Sovereign Govern-
merils {Oakland; California, 1988}, 115,

! Termination and restoration cncompass the
maost-studied erain Meneminee history, See Stephen
"The Menomines Indians, oo Treary
v Termination,” in the Wisrensin Magazdne of fistory,
GO:267-320 (Summer, 1977), and “The Menominee
Indians: Termination to Kestoration,” in the Ameri-
can Mvdian Law Reotew, 5:143=168 (Summer, 1975);
Ada E. Deer, “The Menominee Restoration Act,”
in the American fadinn Culfuve Conter fowrnal, 4:79=
30 (Fall, 19%3); Nancy Oestreich Lurie, “The
Menommee Indians, Menominee Termination: or,
Can the White Man Ever Overcome a Cultural Lag to
Progress with the Indians:™ in The fndiga Hisiorian,
4:31-43 (Wincer, 1971 ), and “Menomines Terming-
tion: From Ru-tnmlun to Colony.” in Human Chae
nizebion, 31257270 (Fall, 1972}); Deborah Shames,
col., Frevdom with Reservation: The Menominer Sirgpde to
Save Thetr Lared and People (Madison, 1972); and
Nicholas Peroll, Menominee Byiens: Dbl Terniir-
fiowe and Restoration, T954-1074 (Norman, 1982,
The later analvees the enactment of the ermima-
rion policy and Menominee resistance wit from the
perspective of poliev-making theory.

“Pricgaband Wirth, " The Lake Stargeon., s Life
History,” 15-16; George C, Becker, “Sturgeon Fam-
ily—Acipenseridac,” in Fabes of Wisconsin {Macdison,

1683,
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After the establishment of the
Minois Lottery o 1974, the debate over
whether Wisconsin should sponsor her
own lottery heated up once agnin as
arguments raged on hoth sides of the
issue, Proponents expected that a lottery
wrield provide property fox refief, while
opponenis. [ike the maker of this
bumper sticker. disagreed.

by Jonathan Kasparek

t noon on September 14, 1988, amid much fanfare and press cov-

erage, Governor Tommy Thompson scratched the latex coating

off of a new “Match-3 ticket and became the first person to play
the Wisconsin Lottery, His ticket did not win, but this did not deter Wis-
consin residents who eyed the million-dollar jackpot: the state sold tickets
totaling $3.5 million that first day in almost 4,300 retail outlets. Most
players lost, of course, but a few lucky winners claimed prizes; eleven won

$5,000 and another hundred won $500. The Wisconsin Lottery was off

www,wisconsinhistory.org
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Wissonsin Loltary

A “Maich 37 ticket like the one Covernor
: Tommy Thompson scratched off ar the
Wisconsin's prohibition on gambling was strong throughont the ;FJSB fﬂtj:m;, R @fg

history of the state. In this 1955 photo, an official takes a
stedgehammer to a pile of impounded stot machines.

WHI Image D 2047

to a strong start, but controversy remained. Members of the Wisconsin
Conference of Churches protested the opening ceremeonies in five Wis-

consin cities, angered that the state would sponsor what they considered

immoral and addictive behavior.! Ironically, these few protestors upheld

a long tradition in Wisconsin—gambling of any kind had been illegal
since territorial days, and the long and controversial movement to legal-
ize it raised questions ever the statc’s moral authority and the need to

protect its citizens.
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Ameriean compinies aned state governanents began anthorizing loteries
long before the Revolutionary War; but the popularity of lotteries began fo wane i
the 1830s becanse of widespread corruption. The tickets shown above rased furds for
the Dismal Swamp Canal Company of Viegina (1827 ); the Pennsytvania Canol
Company (1795); the states of Delaware and Georgia (1845); the “bishops fund of
Connecticut (1826); and Harvard college building projects (1774),
By the 18405, most states had outlawed lottertes,
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In fight of rowing alarm over rampant gambling, Governor
Jofin Bluine approved o low in 1923 that allvwed the
goverument to confiscate any prize won in a game of chance,

ambling was an issue even belore statehood, Delegares
to Wisconsins 1846 consttutional cotvention squab-
Bled among themselves over a number of divisive
issues—property rights of married women, banking, black
suffrage—but the prohibiton of loteries received universal
support, Article VI, Section 7, read simply, “The legislarure
shall never authorize any lottery,”™ Not a single delegate
opposed the ban on the convennon floor, and the puble
reacted favorably as well, Residents of Wisconsin Territory
did not rafy the 1846 constodion, but when a second con-
venton metin 1847, delegates retained the prohibition on lot-
teries as a matter of course. Again, the ban met with
overwhelming acclaim. Citizens of Dane County passed a
resolution in support of the proposed constitution in March
1847, citing the fact that it “prohibits Iotteries, the grand
scheme of :-;u-'imjiing."": Likewise, the Racine Advocare
praised the new document for ensuring the legislamre had no
power to authorize “the immorality of loteries. ™
This hostlity to lotteries can be explained, in part, by
moral concerns, but it also reflects the eagerness of territorial
leaders to learn from other states” disastrous experiences aller

the American Revolution (1775-1783). By the 1340s, 24 out of
33 states had created a lottery to finance schools, orphanages,
or public works: m the days before income tax, it provided an
casy means of generating revenue, Even some private organ-
tzations, including Harvard Universiey, velied on loteries for
financial support. They proved w be immensely popular: in
1509, lottery sales nationwide exceeded %66 million. State
governments did not run the lotteries directly but, rather,
contracted with  private management companies that

received a percentage (up to 23 percent) of the gross income.
Supervision by negligent managers, however, quickly became
a problem, and, by the 1830s mismanagement and corrup.
tion caused a number of lotteries o fail, Moreover, the moral-
istic fervor spawned by the religious revival during the
Second Great Awakening led many people to question the
use of lotteries, The reform impulses generated by this wide-
spread, evangelical movement led o the creaton of societies
dedicated w abolinon, wmperance, and even w the eradica-
tion of lotteries, Not surprisingly, Pennsylvania, New York,
and Massachusetts, states at the center of most antehellum
reform, became the first to abolish lotteries in 18335

Seetlers in Wisconsin were cortainly familiar with the lot-
tery debacle in other states; fully a thivd of the state’s popula-
tion i 1850 had migrated o the werritory from New York or
New England, This Yankee predominance was especially
notable in political leadership: the first seven governors were
all from New York or New England, as were 88 of 124 dele-
atcs to the 1846 conventon.” The delegates, cager to learn
from the mistakes of their home states, included the ban on
lotteries as mater of good social policy. Furthermore, the
constitution’s terse ban revealed an underlving general hostl-
ity to gambling, which also reflected the Eastern backgrounds
of the framers. Any game of chance, be it lottery, poker, or
roulette, was strictly prohibited. In 1858, the Territorial Leg-
islature, meeting in Burlingion (lowa—uanil 1838 Wisconsin
Territory extended west o the Missouri River), established
draconian laws o prevent and punish gambling. Participar-
ing in a game of chance carried a fine of up to $500, and a
person runmng a gambhing table could be fined up to 51000
or imprisoned for three months, The statutes enjoined jus-
tices of the peace w destroy confiscated gaming devices in
public, and lackless gamblers could sue w recover their
losses.” Legal authorities adopted remarkable rhetoric in
dencuncing the evils of gambling, William C. Frazer of Penn-
sylvama, newly appointed judge of the eastern districe of Wis-
consin in 1837, opencd his court n Milwaukee with a
blistering attack, “A mambler,” he wld the grand juey, “was
unfit for earth, heaven or hell . . . God Almighty wonld even
shudder at the sight of one,”

But the best efforts of the consttuaon and judiciary could
not stop such a common practice as gambling —what people
said in public did not always squace with what they did in pri-
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vate, Judge Frazer didn’t tell the jury that he, himself, had
been up until dawn that morning playing poker with some
Kentucky friends he had met at the tavern where he was
hoarding, and his experience was hardly umique. In the
booming lead region, poker players wsed Mexican and
French cotns when American specie was unavailable, Visitors
to Nichols's tavern in Mineral Point saw men playing the

popular card game “Faro,” a roulette wheel, and hundreds of

dollars stacked along the tables. Young army officers sta-
ticmed at Forts Howard and Crawford regularly plaved cards
with civilians.” Gambling, as in so many frontier conumuni-
ties, was simply part of the social fabric and a significant
aspect of tavern culture, Throughout the nineteenth century,
gambling continued to be common in taverns, county fairs,
lumber camps, and vacation resorts, Northern Wisconsin
communitics such as Hayward and Hurley became notorious
as lawless centers of vice—it was said that “the four tonghest
places in the world are Camberland, Hayward, Hurley, and
Hell, " Local law officials were reluctant to risk menrring
the wrath of their neighbors by interfering with a popular
pastime that was often quite lucrabive for tavern and hotel
CPCLALors.

Diespite the widespread exisience of gambling, there was
no quesdon aboue the scae's policy, which rematned roored
in the belief that gambling was & maoral problem o he
stamped out, In addition to existing statutes, the legislature
repeatedly stiffened gambling laws o pumsh some of the
miore flagrant practices and ban some forms of gambling that
the authors of the original stamites never imagined. Some
utiscrupulous vetailers, for example, sold goods with the pre-
tense that with the purchase came the chance to win a prize.
In 1875, the legislature outlawed this pracrce. Policy shops-
private lotteries much hke the more fambar “numbers”
racket—were outlawed i 1883, and organized betting on
agriculiural futures (comumonly called a “bucker shop™) was
outlawed in 1903.'Y A few clever bookmakers wied to get
around gambhng laws by arguing that placing a bet on a
horserace was reallv a contest of skill, not chance, dependent
on one’s knowledge of horses. In response to mereased bet-
ting on horse races (cven at the state faic), the legislature, in
15597, putlawed bookmaking and betting on “the resuli of any
wial or coneest of skill, speed or power of endurance of man
or beast . . . or upon any other uncertain event or oceur-
vence,” ™ In fact, gambling continued to so alarm legislatars
that, in 1923, Governor John Blaine signed a law that made
a prize won in a game of chance subject to forfeimre,

n spate of the state’s clear siand, however, public opimon
was hardly monolichic, and indeed began to shift toward a
greater openness of some forms of gambling. Although
there was stll a vociferous element that decried the immorality
of atyy game of chance, arguments aganst gambling began 1o

W'k I'r~r',i.::n 0 41345

President of the Tavern League of Wisconsin, Frank Deichsel,
poses with a slot machine in Wiesaw for this photo dated 1942,
Many tavern vwners relied o revenne from slot maclines and

otlter gumbling apparatis,

4}

i

www.wisconsinhistory.org

—_



[zo2548 BP.ged  &/15/0¢

2:57 PM Page 4l

WisconNsIN MAGAZINE oF H1sToRY

emphasize the potential tor
-;‘:J]'r‘u}'lEiq'nl, Tl jllh[ I|!'|{'
moral questions, Turn-of-
Milwaukee,

of Mayor

the-century
under the rule
Dravid Rose 1 pardeular, be-
ame infamous for being a
wide-open ciry in which city
aldermen sold “heenses™ w
gambling hmﬁ("‘ for as much
as $500.°° The exposure of
[mluu'ﬂl corrupdon in Mil
Ankee sugrested that opimaon
had shilied: people tended @
view gambling less as a prob-
lem caused by individual
moral lapses and—Ilike so
nuany other ssues 0 the pro
gressive era—mniore as a social
problem caused by irrespon-
sible businesses and abetted by
corrupt politicians, God may
have sopped shuddering at
gamblers, but he sull
frovmed upan corruption.
Slot machines in particu-

thiose who saw the owners as
another sinister organization

W Imags D 32262

their hard-earned money,

Despite incrensingly stringent  pgier averns and road-

lerivs, slof wechanes were o
prominent feature in many
Wisconsin toverns and
roaidfiorses,

houses kept a few slot
machines set up in a corner
for costomers w play while
drinking and socializing;
private clubs also offered
discreetly-placed slot mach-
ines for members o try their
luck. The companies that manufactured these slot machines
leased them w avern owners, who then received a percentage
of the profie. One Waukesha tavern owner kept half the sl
machines’ winnings, which netted lom over 55000 a year. I
have two machines,” he told an investigative reporter for the
Milwaukee Journal “IF it weren't for them, T'd be broke” In
fact, during the Prohibiton Era (19191933 slot machines
became such a farmliar scene in tourtst areas that some resores
and taverns depended on them o stay profitable, which raised
the quesion of exploitation. How nmech of an “hones
chance” did players have if tavern operators could adjust the
machines for different levels of payout, especially if they then
profited from them?® Those who opposed slot machines were

lar earned the wrath of

ot o bilk mmocent folks of

waorried less about the lack of moral fiber ef those who pulled
the lever and more abour the I:t1R|_:r‘|L}'|||E-::1u-t GPErAToes whio
played tourists for suckers, thereby giving the entive state a bad
name, Increased pressure on public officials w remove slot
machines had lole effect. Sheriffs claimed to be incapable of
elinminanng them, and one rucfully observed thar as soon as he
confiscated one, two mare could show up n its place. 15 Jron-
il_‘}|]'|:;'. law enforcement officials had a Ej:l':"lh_," _q’c‘.-nd idea of how
many illegal machines exasted i the state. By the end of the
1930s, the Intcrnal Revenue Scrvice had regastered more than
10,000 slot machines in Wisconsin, assessing a 530 federal 1ax
om each one % Slot owners evidently had good reason o fear
the taxman more than the sherifl

The state now had more to worry about than illicit gam-
bling and local grafi: the ennre state’s reputation was at stake.
The number of gambling devices continued to rise, and by
1945, there were at least 45,000.7 In his annual message 1o
the legislature, Governor Walter Goodland of Bacine pointed
out that Wisconsin ranked number one m the nation in the
number of gambling machines, despite its complete prohibi-
tion on gambling.

Beports indicate that slot machine owners and operators
have become so emboldened as to bribe officials in some
localides, and bave gone tw the exeent of providing fonds for
use in loeal and statewide electinns. Wisconsin, with its
whaolesome heritage of sturdy honesty, and with its reputation
tor progressive legislation and enforcement of its laws, cannot
afford to jecpardize its place i the sun by permitting such
festers on the body politic, to grow and develop.'®

He went one o call for a new ant-gambling law o stamp
out the problem. Again, despite the widespread presence of
gambling, the public
and graflt—seemed o approve of the governor's
Both Goodland and Rature governor Vernon Thomson of

.ﬁ]]illlt{ttd 1]'.-' :-'Illr‘il'ﬁ -:':-J'm'k__';;ltli;r.l'{l L:]'i]th’.
positon.

Richland Center, who introduced the bill inw the legislature,

WHS magee 1D 41347

Wisconsin's rank as first ine the nation for its nember of
goemibling merchines was of great concern fo
Covernor Walter Goodland (right). He is pictured here
disenssing Grant County’s gambling problems with
Dhistrict IFHJHH"Ir John Grindell. and Sheriff, Alovs Klaas.
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The front and back of a Jennings slot machine, ca. 1350, When a winning combination appeaved on the reels,
it lever inside the machine would move a slide. releasing an exact member of coins,
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As a member of the
Wisconsin legislature in
1945, future governor Vernon
Thomson introduced an anb-
gamblmg lmwe that permtted
{ow enforeement io revoke
the figuor license of any
establishment caught with
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just latteries: officially, any
game that involved an ele-
ment of chanee, offered
some kind of prize, and
required the contestant o
offer something of value w
play (what the Wisconsin
Supreme Court termed a
“consideranon™) was a lot-
tery and therefore uncon
growing
ramber of businesses wied

stitutional. A

tor use ratfles or conests o
attract  customers, and
although the pubhc tended
to tolerate these [pronmo-
tions, the state held them
tor be illewal nonetheless. In
1908, Attorney  General
Frank Gilbert ruled that a

slot mactunes. cigar machine, which usu-

ally sold one cigar per
nickel bur was also rigged w randomly dispense several for a
pickel wosome lucky cuswomer, was an illegal gambling
machine. Although the customer always received something
of value, there was still the potential to win “free” r':gnr.r:.'-” A
sirmlar promation that offered a free punch on a punchhboard
(a large set of paper-covered pigeonholes with prizes in some

of the holes) with the purchase of a five cent postcard was
declared gambling even if there was a prize in every hole.~”

Police officers publicly destroved confiscated ot machines, 1955,

Every one of these schemes contained the three elements of
prize, chance, and consideration, and was therefore constitu-
tivnally prohibated. Some businesses tried to get around the
laws by allowing anyone w participate in promotional rafles
withoul paving a fee or even making a purchase, For exam-
ple, in the kate 19305, a theaterin La Crosse sponsored regu-
lar “bank mghts” during which anyone could enter the lobby
and fill out a ticket. During the show the winning number
was announced, and the holder had threee mnutes to claim
the cash prize. If no one claimed it, the prize money rolled
over undl the next game. The Wisconsin Supreme Gourr,
however, ruled that the very act of entering the theater was
“ronsideration” because the theater benefited by increased
attendance at its movies, =

Complicating the issue was the fact that by the early twen-
ticth century, bingo games became a popular fundraiser for
churches and charitable organizations. Again, the stae’s high-
est court ruled thar gambling sponsored by churches was no
less a crime than gambling sponsored by private businesses. In
1935, Adbert and Marie Multerer and Edward and Marie
Zrimnsek, tavern owners i Milwaukee, were comacted of
allowing the second Hoor of their building at 1118 West North
Avenue w be used by local religions groups for bingo games,
As many as 1K people paid 23 w 33 cens o play in the
evering and alternoon games lfor prizes from $2.50 to
H165.00. There was no question that the games met the legal
defimbion of gambhing, and the fact that they were for chan-
table purposes had no impact on the state’s ru]]ng.g-" MNor
could local governmenis authorize any kind of ralfle 1w raise
money o benefit the enore community, as New London at-
termpted to doin 1938, Adtor-
ney General Orand Loomis
declared 1t illegal, although
he admitted that absolute
prohibiton was impractical
and that state-supervised
gambling could have social
benefits, “We reach this con-
clusion somewhat reluc-
tantly,” he  wrote, “as the
plan is obyviously aimed at
promoting the business
mterests of communtties, | ..
But if" the scheme contains
the elements of a loteery, it
cannot e Hl]me't:d however
meritorous its motive, 20

Loomis® muosings  mir-
rored the thinking of many
storeowners and managers

WH Image 1D 41345 who began lobbying the leg-

islature to allow such promo-
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tions, Because of the strict interpretation of the an-lottery
clause of the consitution, Wisconsin residents could not even
participate in natonal sweepstakes, even if the only requiremen
was o mail in a posteard. The legislature did oy o legalize such
participation.™ but the Wisconsin Supreme Court overturned
the law in 1935, declarmg that the increased revenue generated
by the drawings met the legal defimtion of “cor sicderation.” ™ In
other words, since the sponsoring business stood to gain from a
raffle (and why else would it run one?), it was unconstimtional,
In April 1963, vears after the legislaoure first debated the issue,
Wisconsn voters altered the consimitional prohibition on gam-
hling for the first ime. The 1965 amendment overnirned that
1'n|'m§_’ ;md ;1Hn“‘i‘d Wisconsinites to participate in promaotional
giveaways. | Critics of the proposal did not argue that such par-
ticipation was in itsell wrong, but they did argue that it would
open the door further for gambling, or that te bill would ben-
efit Large businesses at the expense of small, local ones who
could not aflord to offer ther customers prizes, David Garley,
member of the Democratc National Cominittes, opined in the
April 1st editon of the Capital Times that *“The constitunonal
amencment s the ‘st step off the cliff” into an abyss of uncon
trolled lotteries and gambling in our state. 1is primary purpose
15 1'|.ulhi11-;_{ baut 1o water down the anly constitutional safeguardd
we have in our sate against gambling.”® Nonetheless, the
amendment passed overwhelmingly, 454,390 o 194,327.9%
Businesses could now hold drawings, and Wisconsin residents
could mail in their box tops like everyone else, all for the simple
chance o win a prize.
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This pofitical cartoon illustrated the behef that legalizing
charity gambling would boost organized erime
encourage professional gamblers,

pponents of the 1965 amendment were right about one
thing: it did lead to further loosening of the restrictions
on gambling, The irony that businesses could now make

WHi Image IO 17287

Police officers maffled refrigerators outside the Capitol for their benefit pienic in this
1933 photo, In the mid-nwentieth century, bingo and raffle games became popular
Sfundraisers for nonprofit organizations despite the foct that they were illegal,

use of lomeries and raffles to promote
their private inferests even though
charities were stll protubited escaped
few, and the
charitable bingo gained momentum,
since the Wisconsin Supreme Court
had ruled bingo illegal in 19407 law
enforcement officials found themselves
in an awkward posiden—umo sheriff
wanted to arrest the local priest for wy
ing to raise funds for Jaddie camp.
Organizations lobbied heavily for the
legal right to bingo, and berween the
9405 and 19705, the issue came before
the legislature frequently. By that nme,
many other states were beginning to
legalize charitable bingo. In April
1973, Wisconsin voters overwhelmingly
approved an amendment o nonprofit
prganizations to sponsor bingo games
for fundraising by a vote of 643,534 w
391,499.% Almost immediately, church
groups and local chambers of com-
merce began pushing for the legaliza

movement o legalize

44
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fen of raffles as well Again the measiue was
successful, not because of an overwhelmingly
popular desire to gamble, but because of a
comcerted lobbying effort and the recognition
that such activity could be socially beneficial.
Despite the dire predictions that legalized
raffles would bring increased “organized
crime,” the amendinent passed 483,518 w
200,473 30

The legislation of both bingo and raffles
seemed Bke reasonable adjesonens w che
state constmton; only a very broad inter-
pretation held thar it prohibited all forms of
gambhing and not just a state lottery, The
success of these endeavors, however, lent
strength to arguments for a starewide Lot
tery—clearly, regulated gambling could bring
social benefits, and dire warnings of mafia
influence proved unfounded, The idea wasn't
new, and iromcally, the impetus to legalize s enakit
gambling for charneable and promotional pur- __'h',-gﬂ.wn,
poses had first come from New England, the '
area that had provided so much hostility to lot-
teries in the mineteenth cenmury, In 1963, New

Hampshire anthorized the first lotery in the state T i

3 edlrii- 5 5 o= 2w . = ¢
United States since the Cival War, and many ] r'm. oe awarded. soni® W'parltfx '-"-'t.a'r.n-ped' 3
looked to it as an example of how regu- ‘?E- for a ust af_wir;g? & ; -

lated gambling could benefit not ouly
businesses and chariable organiza-

tons, but also the stare dself, Within

ten years, the rest of the Northeast fol-
lowed New Hamipshire’s example.

In 1987, the movement for a state lot-
tery culminated in a proposed constitu-
tongl amendment authorizing the = ;
Wisconsin legislature o establish a state e e e

i Gl i |

h g m—
e i St

e e R ]

lottery—exactly what the constimition ; Tl ;

ariginally farbade. Members of the legs- - e = '

lature were under increasing pressure 0 B Van Muys. ©A ' The News”
propose such an amendment. Propo- National sweepstakes and promotional giveaways were required to nclude the
nenes avgued that people wanted o game- staternent “void in Wisconsin™ in their fine print. In 1965, Wisconsin voters altered the
ble and were doing it anyway, plaving in consiiiutional profulition on gombling, which ellowed state residends to participate.
the Illinois Lottery which had been

established i 1974, Others expected a state-run lottery to pro- from people who found gambling © be morally wrong or con-
vide property tax relief, a perenmially popular subject, especially trary o the ideal American work ethic, and from people who
since New Hampslore had no sales or income tax. Opposition worried that loteeries and lottery advertising were designed o
to any gambling, however, was still strong, A 1965 proposal deceive participants, *7 As with the legalization of bingo, pro-
operate a state lorery to benefit public education failed, * and gressive arguments were also raised. Senator President Fred
in the 1980s, opponents of the state lotery again claimed it Risser, of Madisan, cited studies that showed lotteries specifi-
would lead to an increase in organized crime, require bigger cally targeted the lower and working-class people who could not
state bureancracies, and create a populaton of gambling atford to throw their money away, asking, “Is the purpose of the
adkdices, The ethics of gambling were stll under question, both state to try to skim money off of people?”* Calling the lowery
AvtumMn 20406 4h
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“regressive and nefficient,” Assembly Speaker Tom Lofius, of
Sun Praivie, pointed to the long odds of winming a jackpot and

i Despite argurnents

cilled the measure a “tax on stupadity.™
against a lotiery from both liberal Democrats and conscrvative
Republicans, the legislature passed the proposed amendment
and subimiteed it w the voters.

Wisconsin voters have never passed up a chance to loosen
gambling restrictions, and the state lottery amendment
passed overwhelmingly 739,181 to 301,942.% Although the
state-run lottery passed casily. the vote on a second proposed
amendment to allow on-track pari-mutuel betting  was
extremely close—ir passed by a margin of 500000 vores out of
1.1 million cast.t Strongest opposition to racetrack betting
came from the rural areas of the west and central portions of
the state, snggesting that gambling for property tax relief was
clearly more popular than gambling for profit. In less than 40
years, the state had moved from an absolute ban on gambling
to allowing vaffles, bingo, bertang on races, and even running
a lottery of 1ts own. The next year, people began purchasing

Althouoh the staie
consiion i
the lottery 1o
informarional
advertisimg anid
profuiliies all
jrr'r.u'Irr.l|'f|'rf||'1f

Pasler prove fieniil
[fuzzv the line
between
information and

T o By ot pick 6 ;
promodion can be. numhtﬁjiyf‘b;"}:lll through 54!

mmstant win scratch-off games and picking six numbers out of
15”1_.-' in the |'||_:-E){::-t ni'-=11"r1';i.l'|g it rich,

The movement to legalize gambling in Wisconsin illus-
trates the complexities of enforcing social policy in rapidly
changing vimes, Undonbtedly, the authors of the state consti-
tuton had the best inerests of the staee in mind when they
minally drafied the ban on Intteries, even i gambling contin-
ued imabated, Lax enforcement, however, did not cause the
eventual changes in the law, Changes in businesses” adwer-
tisement and promoton, quickly adopted by charnitable
orgamzations and local govermunents, pushed the idea that
trying o win something for free was not inheremly wnmoral
and could well prove beneficial, The progressive Taith i gov-
ermment regulation of private indusiries to protect the pub-
he—ndicated i the move agamnst slot machines —contnues
in the state’s rigorous supervision of all state gaming, from
bingo w raffles w “Supercash.” And, the abiding human
desire w risk a buck in the hope of winmng the big game
should not be overlooked. 4
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Hand-colored photo of two enrollees at Devil’s Lake. Young men in the CCC program
learned the valuable skills necessary to compete in jobs such as construction.




THE CIVILIAN
CONSERVATION
CORPS IN
SAUK COUNTY

BY ROBERT J. MOORE

ver two million teenagers and young adults served in the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) before it was dis-
banded in 1942, It was one of the most successful of

the New Deal relief programs set up during the Great
Depression of the 1930s. CCC camps were established in
all states. Their mission was to provide teenagers and
young adults meaningful work in outdoor conser-
vation projects, While camp numbers fluctuated
from year to year, the peak year of 1935 saw
2,110 camps in operation nationwide. In June
1935, there were 103 camps operating in Wis-
consin. Most of them were located in the north
woods area of the state or in the rolling farm-
lands of western and southwestern Wisconsin.'
Young men who entered the program had to

be unemployed and between the ages of eighteen
and twenty-five. They also had to be willing to sign
up for a minimum of six months. Upon enlistment,
the men were given a physical exam and assigned to a
company of two hundred men. Theirs was a soil, forest, and
parks conservation effort that had never been attempted before
on such a scale. Even the National Park Service, with its repu-
tation for preservation and conservation, didn’t have nearly

-

CCC patch Madison, Wisconsin, 1933-1941
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Devil's Lake camp as seen from the top of the bluff in 1937. The tents
to the right of the buildings were temporary and most likely used as

storage or as comfortable summer sleeping quarters.
the ne

labor.

There was a lot of backbreaking outdoor work to be done,
but the CCC boys rarely complained. For many of them, it was
an adventure and an opportunity to get away
became independent from their parents, but that independ-
ence came with the realization that the folks back home

When this photo was taken in June 1935, there were 103 CCC camps 7 the bills. Despite
operating in Wisconsin. This panoramic group portrait includes CCC 55 es d of the month, enrollment in the
companies 2615 and 2669. L w and robust.”

e 3L1G AND 266 TUNE 1335.



Thousands of teenagers throughout Wisconsin signed up,
among them Jim Mitchell. His story of finding the CCC was

not typical of all recruits but was nonetheless representative of

what a large number of young men went through during the
Depression years. Jum’s [ather came home one day in 1933 to
announce to his family that he had lost his job. “It was the first
time m my life I ever saw my father cry . . . it weighed in on
you,” remembered Jim.? The 16-year-old from Kenosha
decided the best thing he could do was get away and look for
work. The young runaway lived the hobo’s life, hopping freight
trains, and sleeping in makeshift shanties in the woods near the
tracks. It seemed like a romantic lifestyle when he dreamed
about it in his Kenosha bedroom, but things quickly changed.

“I don’t think I was 20 miles down the road . .. and it was cold

Interior of CCC barracks, ca. 1935

and miserable. Hell, I knew right then I made a mistake.”*
Later, during conversations in the shanty towns near the rail
vards, he heard about the CCC. Three meals a day, sleeping
in your own bed, and being outdoors all day planting trees,
improving trails, and building roads. Traveling buddy Peter
Lijinski thought the CCC was a great idea, but Jim was wary.
He heard the US Army was running the camps. They talked
and weighed their options. Jim said, “I balked at the idea of
having some army guys push me around . . . Little did we real-
ize that this stark encampment was the haven thousands of
boys like ourselves needed.”

Jim was only partly right about the army. Army othicers
would be assigned to each company and would be responsible
for the young men while they were in the camps. It was made
clear that the CCC enrollees were not members of the mili-
tary, but they would have to follow a set of rules that the offi-
cers enforced. Barracks inspections, roll call, KP, and evening
parade formation were some examples. But outdoors, at the
job sites, they would be under the control of what became
known as the technical services. These were the government
agencies that planned and executed the outdoor conservation
jobs. There were a number of agencies competing with each
other for CCC workers, but in Wisconsin (and most of the rest
of the country) there were three technical agencies that got the
most supervisory assignments: the US Forest Service (a part of
the Department of Agriculture}; the National Park Service
(NPS); and the Soil Conservation Service (SCS).°

The CCC boys who worked under the direction of the NPS
at Devil’s Lake State Park—the most visited park in the state
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COURTESY WILLIAM HEIBL

COURTESY OF WISCONSIN DNE, DEVIL'S LAKE STATE PARK

Education Advisor Anthony Heibl (left) and the command staff at As chief project superintendent for all CCC work at Devil's Lake,
Camp La Valle, 1936. Next to Heibl is Camp Commander Lt. John Eugene Odbert, seen here in 1939, was responsible for the timing,
Joseph, Medical Officer S. Leavitt, and Second-in-Command Lt. George pace, and quality of building and trail projects in the park.

Watson. Heibl would later serve as education advisor at Devil's Lake.

became the center of attention thanks to the popularity of the
area. Prior to the turn of the twentieth century, train service
from Chicago and Milwaukee had taken visitors right to the
water’s edge. Later, the automobile made travel easy from else-
where in the Midwest. Because of its location, CCC duty at
Devil’s Lake was perhaps the most attention-getting assignment
in Wisconsin. The camp, designated SP-12, was operational at
the lake for all but two of the nine years the CCC operated,
with CC.C Company 2669 handling all project work.”

COURTESY OF WISCONSIN DNR, DEVIL'S LAKE STATE PARK

Serving in the CCC was never thought of as high profile or ‘
high status work. Yet there was certainly an element of L TTHE
romance and pride attached to the new organization. The
allure of'working in the CCC often depended upon which tech-
nical agency supervised the jobs at a camp. The work of the
forest service that involved planting trees and breaking trails
in the mountains of the west was the way most people envi-
sioned CCC jobs. However, duty in America’s national forests,
including Wisconsin, could feel like time spent in a lonely out-
post. Camps were in remote areas and lew citizens observed
the good work that the young men were doing. Even after the
CCC program ended, it was almost impossible for later gen-
erations to figure out which forest improvements were put in by
CCC boys, as opposed to those constructed by contract labor-
ers years later.

The NPS was perhaps the most visible of the technical serv-
ices that worked with the CCC, As caretakers of the national
parks and monuments, tourists by the millions crossed paths
with friendly rangers each year—even during the Depression
days. Wisconsin officials partnered with the NPS to make
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improvements to the fledgling state park units. The young
crews that worked in the state parks of Wisconsin became the
face of the CCC, even though much of the work they did in the
parks was not unlike other CCC companies elsewhere in the
Badger State.

No one had more knowledge of CCC projects at Devil’s
Lake than NPS project superintendent Eugene Odbert. While
most of his reports to superiors were confined to unadorned
facts, he took time to remind CCC administrators in Washing-
ton DC why this camp was special. He described Devil’s Lake
as “ ... anatural wonder attracting thousands of visitors each
season. Add to this the spectacular geological formations . . .
plus the inspiring beauty of the wooded hills and vales and you
have a lure which has pushed to the background many a man’s
resolution to be back at the office on Monday morning.”®

Odbert, along with NPS regional planners and state park
officials, developed an aggressive building program that was
mtended to make park visitors more comfortable while also

highlighting the natural landscape of the area. The pride of

the program would be construction of a bathhouse on the
north shore of the lake. Odbert brought in local tradesmen,

called local experienced men (LEM), to teach the CCC boys
how to put up buildings. The NPS had put together building
standards that called for a rustic style emphasizing local mate-
rials. Devil’s Lake was surrounded by quartzite cliffs that had
long been mined for construction material, and the CCC used
the same lavender quartzite to build the lakeshore bathhouse.

The completed bathhouse, the CCC-built parking lot, the
administration building, and other north shore campground
structures are an enduring tribute to the young men and the
LEMs who trained them. But working at Devil’s Lake pro-
duced longterm benefits other than the buildings. The projects
also taught the CCC boys construction skills that would serve
the young men after they were discharged and went back home
to find a job. It was also something special for the CCC boys
partly because those skills were generally not taught at the Soil
Conservation Service camps nor at the US Forest Service
camps in northern Wisconsin.”

Roosevelt’s goal to put young men to work on conservation
projects was not the only mission of the CCC. Administrators
soon discovered that many of the enrollees arriving at the
camps lacked basic educational skills—some of which were nec-
essary to complete jobs in the field such as construction of
buildings. Thousands of enrollees nationwide were not able to
read or write. Thousands more had not finished high school.
The president made it clear that the CCC was intended not
only as a forest and farm conservation effort, but also as a
means to increase an enrollee’s skills and maturity. The result-
ing education component was voluntary for the young men,
but the response was so positive that the CCC hired one more
person per camp to manage the program. '’

The camp education adviser was a civilian, oftentimes a
school teacher. His job was to organize classes for the men not
only in the basic subjects like English and math but also to offer
vocational classes that were often connected to the jobs the
men did during the workday. Such classes included land survey
methods, blueprint drafting, forestry, auto mechanics, and typ-
ing. If the education adviser was unable to teach those subjects,
he enlisted members of the technical staff or even a knowl-
edgeable young enrollee. The education adviser was also often
the camp confidante to the enrollees, listening and helping the
young men resolve personal problems. !

In 1938, Anthony J. Heibl came to Devil’s Lake as educa-
tion adviser. Heibl's background and experiences at the park,
and elsewhere in the CCC system, was a good example of what
the organization was looking for in a civilian adviser to young
adults. Heibl had earned an undergraduate degree in physical

An enrollee works on the pride of the Devil’s Lake CCC program
projects, construction of a bathhouse on the north shore of the lake.
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CCCinsignia patch, 1934-1935
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education [rom the University ol Wisconsin and had planned
to pursue a career in coaching. Unable to get a regular teach-
ing job, his skills were nonetheless coveted by the CCC. He
had teaching credentials and knew how to organize classes,
conduct meetings, and advise students. Another necessary duty
taken on by many educational advisers, including Heibl, was
journalism adviser to the enrollee-directed camp newspaper. '

Perhaps Heibl’s most rewarding duty of all was organizing
and overseeing the camp sports programs. Enrollees were active
in setting up their own teams, but they often turned to the
adviser for help. For example, Heibl was the coach of the bas-
ketball team and scheduled games with other CCC camps. He
acted as the game releree and ran the intrabarracks basketball
competition at Devil’s Lake. Thinking about how his rulings as
a referee would affect his enrollee relationships, Heibl
remarked, “Here’s where I find out who my friends are.”"

When not engaged in sports or other recreational opportu-
nities, the young men looked forward to spending their free
time in the nearest town. For the CCC boys at Devil’s Lake,
Baraboo was the closest destination. Going to town was like
being on vacation. Every Saturday and Sunday, citizens of
Baraboo could find CCC boys in dress uniform proudly walk-
ing around the town square. For those with money to spend,
the local movie theater was always a popular destination. A 25-
cent admission made it possible to temporarily leave the real-
ity of CCC duty and escape to places far away. An extra bonus
would be finding a girl who would go along.

Devil’s Lake enrollee Clarence Guetzkow recalled, “[ J]ust
a half a block off the town square was the Alpine Restaurant.
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CCC worker at Devil's Lake, undated

Alot of guys liked to go there because it was easy to strike up
a conversation with the waitresses.”'* A more common pas-
time was the ritual of strolling around the town window shop-
ping or maybe sitting on a park bench admiring the young
ladies. Their military-style uniform with a green and gold
CCC patch on the shoulder identified the boys as members of
the tree army, but it also made the young men looking slightly
older. Many who thought they could get away with it confi-
dently walked into a Baraboo tavern and sought out a bar-
tender who would serve them a drink. Sometimes it worked.
Whether it was in town or back at camp, making your own
fun was part of life in the CCC. But sometimes the young
men’s choices were surprising. After a hard day outdoors, for
example, who would want to get additional exercise? Enrollee
Bruce Budde remembered that “some nights after work a

wisconsinhistory.org
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bunch of us would cross the road in front of our camp and fol-
low the trail up the bluff just for something to do.”" It was a
punishing hike, even for young men, but the views from the
top were splendid, and there was no supervisor present to tell
the young men to get down.

While it was true that Devil’s Lake grabbed most of the
attention and publicity connected to CCC work, there was
another camp less than thirty miles to the northwest. Camp
LaValle (SCS-9) was a fully functional and permanent CCC
camp with a full complement of men and plenty of work to do.
But like a younger sister in a big family, this camp was over-
shadowed by the accomplishments of her flashy older sibling.
Both Devil’s Lake and LaValle were camps with the same over-
all mission: to give young men work experience in outdoor con-
servation. Both camps were located in Sauk County, and both
began operation at about the same time. But that is where the
similarity ends. At Devil’s Lake the camp itsell became a tourist
attraction. The young men serving there interacted with visi-
tors on a daily basis. It wasn’t like that at LaValle.

Tucked into the hill country of northwestern Sauk County,
the small community of LaValle (in 1940, the population was
408) was similar in size and function to thousands of other rural
communities across the Midwest. Many of the CCC boys work-
ing at the nearby camp had come from hardscrabble towns just
like LaValle. The CCC camp (SCS-9), just a little over a mile
south of town, was under the project jurisdiction of the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS), rather than the more recognizable
National Park Service. LaValle’s mission, work history, and level
of public attention was quite different from that of the high-
profile camp at Devil’s Lake. The LaValle unit was part of a
series of camps set up to deal with severe farmland soil erosion.
All the SCS supervised camps were located in what is known as
the Driftless Area. The characteristics of the Driftless Area
determined the location of over twenty Wisconsin CCC camps.

The Driftless Area was an important part of Wisconsin's
geologic past, a part of Wisconsin that escaped extreme glacial
activity during the Ice Age 10,000 years ago. The lack of gla-
cial leveling resulted in a landscape characterized by rolling
farmlands and woods, typical of stylized postcard views of
America’s Dairyland. Unfortunately, the hillsides were subject
to careless planting techniques and overgrazing, and the result-
ing soil erosion carried away nutrient-rich topsoil and had a
negative impact on crop yields.'®

The work of reversing the effects and preventing future soil
erosion was lonely, and only a few people would ever see the
results of the various agricultural projects. Yet the LaValle
efforts were no less important than the work done by the
Devil’'s Lake crew. Some would say the work they did to control
erosion and save topsoil was in the long run more important
than anything the other technical services did for individual
people.'” But their work was on farms, and besides local com-
munities and farmers, few people knew they were there.

PHOTO COURTESY OF RICHARD MCDAVITT

Enrollee Frankie Culetta getting in some practice after work. Sports
was such a big part of CCC life that camp commanders arranged for
gymnasium space in nearby towns when winter weather made
outdoor games impractical.

AUTUMN 2011
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Al Ringling Theatre, Baraboo, 1946

SCS-9 sat on leased [armland situated on a hilltop south of

LaValle, in the middle of rolling country and off the main
travel routes, the perfect spot to fulfill its mission. When the
camp opened in July 1935 (about the same time that perma-
nent camp buildings were going up at Devil’s Lake), LaValle
project superintendent A. C. Wojta announced, “We are here
only for the erosion control [and] we would like to work out
the erosion problems with the farmers. We are not here to try
and tell them how to farm.”'®

The SCS contracted with local farmers to address to soil
conservation and erosion control problems on their land. The
resulting projects included brush clearing, hillside terracing,
and tree planting. The CCC boys did the work, and the farmer
agreed to provide some materials and to engage in prescribed
conservation practices for at least five years after the work was
done. The CCC boys at LaValle went out to remote farms each
day to construct “soil saving” erosion control dams in gullies
and steep watersheds. The most beautiful of the dams were
small masonry notch dams using native limestone. Smaller still
were poured concrete dams that blended into the hillsides. The
kind of dam necessary for a particular gully or watershed was
determined after study by the camp’s technical staff of agron-
omists, foresters, and engineers. The other work projects were
pick-and-shovel jobs such as stream bank protection and [ence
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Main Street La Valle, ca. 1940

building. Like the Devil’s Lake crew, the LaValle boys worked
in teams of three to fifteen men, with each team working on
several projects at the same time. Success of the LaValle camp
depended on keeping farmers informed about what was tak-
ing place in the area and also convincing them to sign on as
partners in conservation projects. It was a far cry from the
Devil’s Lake camp’s work constructing tourists’ amenities with
the National Park Service. "

wisconsinhistory.org



William Tylutki was one of the
young enrollees working at LaValle in
1936. While many of the LaValle CCC
boys were Wisconsin natives, "Tylutki
and a few others were from out of state.
Young Bill was a sell-described street
kid from Dearborn, Michigan. “As a
young high school student I worked as
a newspaper kid, a bowling alley atten-
dant, and anything else 1 could find. It
seemed I was always doing something
on the street.” The truant officer at
school—whose house was on Bill's

paper route—began to see what kind of

future awaited the young man.
“There’s a better life,” he told Bill. “Try
the CCC.™

At LaValle, Tylutki got an assign-
ment driving a truck. “A typical day for
me was to get the work crew and their
equipment loaded in the back and
drive them out to the job site.” Bill also
remembered a very specific command:
“Never overload the truck.” Those
were the words often uttered by Ist Lt.
John Joseph, camp commander at
LaValle. “I drove a 14 ton government
truck and I remember figuring in my
head the number of men we had in the
back of the truck and what their aver-
age weight might be. We then had to
estimate the weight of the tools and
other equipment and hope we hadn’t
gone over the limit.” Cargo weight
wasn't the only thing the camp com-
mander was concerned about. “He was
strict on speed limits on the highway
too,” said Bill. “Those trucks had gov-
ernors on them that only allowed a top
speed of 45 miles per hour.””!

Supply runs and quarry work took
the Devil’s Lake boys outside the park
boundaries, but Bill remembered, “Our

camp at LaValle was for soil erosion work and the Dewvil’s Lake
boys were building things in the park, so we never saw each
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CCC workers pose at a rock formation at Devil's Lake, undated.

) = o Sometimes CCC enrollees climbed the bluff, even after a grueling
other during the day.””* The Ableman District near Rock day of work, to enjoy the beautiful views.

Springs was a quarry location for Devil’s Lake workers, and

crew from Devil's Lake was at work there obtaining flat red

sandstone for the bathhouses at the park. It was almost halfway

between the Devil’s Lake and LaValle camps, but as Bill
explains, “We did quarry work at LaValle too . . . But our
quarry was for crushing limestone, not mining sandstone for

AUTUMN 2011
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Located in farm country south of town and away from the main road, the La Valle camp never got the attention given to the Devil's Lake camp

despite having the same number of enrollees.

CCC crew installing a drainage canal in Vernon County to control erosion, 1937. Enrollees from
the Soil Conservation Service camp at La Valle were doing the same work at the same time on
farms in Sauk County.

flooring. Our crushed lime was used by the farmers to spread
on their fields. All our work at LaValle was intended to benefit
farmers, not tourists.”>

The most noticeable and frequent contact between camps
was through sports. Baseball was by far the most popular team
sport, but basketball, track and field, and boxing were also
high-interest activities. All CCC camps formed teams, and
Devil’s Lake and LaValle played in the same league. Since
LaValle and Devil's Lake were so geographically close, it was
logical that a friendly rivalry developed. But since it was “all in

fun,” the camp newspapers didn’t gloat
or boast about defeating their neigh-
borhood opponent. “I played baseball,
basketball, and boxing,” said Bill. “I
remember a guy knocked me out once
during a boxing match. It was a good
thing I was just in it for the fun of it.”**
Even when the camp teams didn’t play
each other, Bill remembered driving
the LaValle boys to Devil’s Lake on
weekends just to watch or participate in
informal baseball or softball games.
Off-duty hours were about the only
opportunity for the men ol the two
camps to meet and talk. Naturally, the
biggest draw for the LaValle boys on a
free weekend was to go to Baraboo or
the lake. “Of course we all wanted to go

A0 1M NOSIOYIN "TIAHTS IDHNOSIH NOLLYAEISNOD TWNOLLYN FHNLINIHDY 401430 5N ASIEIHN0D

to Devil’s Lake on our free time,” said
Tylutki. “We even hitch-hiked if we had
to. But if we planned ahead the cook
staff at LaValle would make a group of’
us sack lunches to take to the lake for a
Saturday trip. We didn’t go to the
Devil’s Lake CCC camp but we did see
and talk with the Devil’'s Lake guys when we happened to see
them around the park. We were all just kids then, so we didn’t
have a lot of important things to talk about. And that didn’t hap-
pen very often. I imagine after working in the park all week, the
Devil’s Lake kids had different places to go on the weekend.”*
Besides the obvious attraction of Devil’s Lake, the LaValle
CCC boys had their own less scenic hangouts closer to camp.
While Baraboo was the closest town of any size, Bill remembers
that Reedsburg became a destination of choice for many of the
LaValle enrollees, mostly because it was just a few miles down

12
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Masonry notch dam under construction on a farm in Vernon County, 1934. CCC enrollees supervised by the Soil Conservation Service (Local
Experienced Men, standing on right), including those at La Valle, built dozens of similar structures as a way of controlling erosion by slowing

storm water flow.

the road from the camp. Bill recalled, “The guys knew some
girls in Reedsburg, so that became a popular spmf'%

Even closer than Reedsburg was the town of LaValle. The
town was small and there wasn’t much there to keep the boys
entertained, but there was a small tavern. “I remember the tav-
ern in town very well,”said Tylutki. *It was a memorable spot
because they would sell you bottles of beer and liquor if you
drank it at the bar. They didn’t check our ages. I guess they
figured if we were in CCC uniform, it was OK. But that wasn't
the only reason to go to town. Once in awhile they would have
a street dance in LaValle, but that was about it for fun.”?’

If enrollees could not get to town, they stll found ways to
have fun. A particular form of farm country entertainment was
especially memorable for a city kid like Bill Tylutki. “We had
a couple of kids at camp who had farms in the area, one near
Cross Plains. Somebody worked out a deal to get a movie and

projector and we sat in the grass and watched movies outdoors,
using the side of a grain elevator as a screen.””

By late 1936, Tvlutki had heard rumors about job opportu-
nities back home. After Bill served out his enlistment, he made
his way back to Dearborn. Things were beginning to turn
around for the auto industry, and he was fortunate enough to
get a job at the glass [actory at Ford Motor Company. His
CCC working life at LaValle was a short six months, but he
never lorgot Wisconsin.

The LaValle camp closed in 1937. It was the start of a trend
of camp closings. All the enrollees at LaValle served out their
enlistments and either went home or were reassigned to
another camp. As for Bill Tylutki, he thanked his lucky stars
that he had a job. Of his CCC experiences he said, “1 remem-

ber it most as just a good, good life. That truant officer in
. . . 49C
Michigan was right.”*”
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This 1934 terrace outlet project from Coon Valley, Wisconsin, is designed to channel water down a hillside while protecting cropland from soil
erosion. The La Valle camp enrollees engaged in identical work in Sauk County.

CCC workers in trucks

Thanks in part to its location and eye-
catching building projects, the CCC camp at
Devil’s Lake continued until late 1941, While
the bathhouse and other buildings remain at
the lake as a visible reminder of the Devil’s Lake
camp’s efforts, Camp LaValle was quickly for-
gotten, its projects hidden in the woods and
farm fields. While the efforts at LaValle are no
less important, CCC work at Devil’s Lake seems
to live on even for those who never served there.
CCC veteran Emil Pradarelli served at Long
Lake near Iron River in the heavily wooded and
lake-studded part of extreme northern Wiscon-
sin. Winters were long, the spring season was
muddy, and the pleasant summer weather attracted swarms of
mosquitoes. It was tough duty. In 2004, Pradarelli attended
the memorial tribute to the CCC held at Devil’'s Lake. Later,
he was asked il he saw duty at Devil’s Lake in his younger days.
“No,” he said. Then he paused lor a long moment, sighed, and
slowly added, “That would have been nice.”’ Wi

wisconsinhistory.org
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County map of Wisconsin and Michigan including major
ports from Mary Lincoln's travels, 1887
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Cartes de visite, so named for thedr size (which resembled a small
calling card), became popular in the 18505 and 18605, They were
taken with a spedially designed camera and the images could be
printed on.one sheet of photographic paper, then cut up and
mounted on pocket-sized cardstock, This photogragh |s a8 composite
image that uses a Matthew Brady photograph of Lincoln reading to
Tad with a superimposed image of Mrs. Lincoln seated next to her
husband and another of Robert in military uniform standing behind
his fathers chair, ca. 1862, Although Willie's death Is-acknowledoed
by his absence from the picture, Mrs. Lincoin is not shown in
MOurming dress.

n the vears lollowing Abraham Lincoln's assassmation on

April B 1865, s widow Mary Lincoln raveled through-

out the United States and Eorope. Most of her travels were
ll.lll. I..]J"'Iltl'll |J'| .|||'r W J!'Tr"‘-l)(:ll':l.]!'lll.l .|.r|-l| l]ll' illll"l:'l"\.'i.{l.i.(.lll‘-
af others, One briel venture s less widely known. In August 1867,
(AL iR ':'i!_'ll| T |'|I|i|"'| ..llllﬁ"l |||'r iill‘hll'l.ll':lill." |-|1'1'|!|'I_ ."\Inl]"\ I.i'lil'llil
deparied from Chicago with her voung son Thomas (*Tad™) on
a steamboat excursion o the Lake Stiperior region. Although
nio letters have been found from Maory Lineoln during this ame,
the writings of peaple she met and newspaper accounts of the
day, many of them only recently brought to hight, provide us a

;;|ir11|lv' into this ittle-Koomwn « ||.|]1|-_-|' of her life

€05

W RGE

For Mary Lincoln, still mourning the loss of her husband,
the journey was hopefully a pleasant repricve —steamng along
il [..uku' Hupq'r'i--r -||-.-1'|'Fi|u'. entranced by the wilderness,
cooled by the birisk breezes, and blessedly umavware that she

Sy s STHEN [y .--:'|.-|r|||_' .|'|I:I'“l:1.||r|-llI .ia_',urn:’.in;.._; rl'.li1_'l"l:i'!|.

Mary Lincoln’s Early Life

Mary Lincoln was known to be intelligent and articulate,
also temperamental, high-spinited, and fercely loval 1o her hus
I::I||||I.1 ..I.Il‘l |.I'|'il|1", HI 81 r||"|| |='l| 'I':hIII':' |||||':'i||'.\_'| ]I1] Hji."i’f:l il]]l!
ever sinee for what was believed 1o be her emotional instabil-
iy, she remains revered by others for her devotion o her leg
endary husband

Mary Todd was born into a wealthy famby in Leximoton,
Kentucky, on December 13, 1818, Her father, Robert Smith
Todd, was a prosperous merchant and Bentucky stawe legislitor,
Her maother, Eliza Parker, was from an anstocrats fmily hersell,
She died when Maryv was jost six vears old, an early eventina
succession of tragedies in Mary's life. Mary would never become
cloge to the wonan her Gther marvied after her mother’s death,
although she became very fond ol her halfsisters and brothers,
Mary enjoved all the privileges ol an upper-class « hildhood.
ahe received an exceptional education fora voung woman of
her tme, avtending the Shelby Female Academy and Madame
Mentelle®s boarding schoal Tor yvoung ladies, where she excelled
in her studies and learned to reéad and speak French fluently,
Lexingion was o center of slave acty i'l_\ in the e |‘_-. 18005, and
tlll .lulll il:l'\. WEIE hlil".('l-l"ll[il'?"" '||||_"|'|'|"l !"':I 5 E:"-'Ill.;l[:l‘h i ||i|1|i|l|ll’1i
memorics (along with: her hoasband’s sorong feclings) con-

tributed to Mary's later abolitionist views

The Congressional Committee accompanied Lincoln's body all the
way to Springfield for his funeral. They are pictured here in May 1855
in front of the Abraham Lincoln home, which was decorated with
mourming ribbons.

wisconsinhistory.org



While residing with her older sister,
Elizabeth Todd Edwards, in Spring-

LHBANY OF TIRE

feld, Hhnois, Mary was introduced to
the hardscrabble lavwyer and Wlinais
state legislator Abraham Lincoln. The
couple was married at the Edwards
home on November 4, 1842 ane they
soion had two sons, Robert, born m
1843, and Edward (Eddie);, born in
1546. It was also in 1846 that Abra-
ham Limcoln won a sear i the US
House of Representatives. Affer his
congressional  term ended,  he
returned o Springfield and resumed
an ncreasingly successful law practice,
Dwring this ome, four-year-old Eddie
Lincoln died after a prolonged illness,
the first ol three Lincoln sons who
would die before Mary, Within the
next three years, two more sons were
born, Willlam (Willie) in 1850 and
Tad in 1855. Abraham Linceln’s polit-
ical activity intenstfied, and Mary vig-
(81 rll:f.|.'|\' 1-m[‘.lplc‘:ll'[rti andd :'r't{‘u!ll‘;lg_{'f! hiz
ambitions, After un unsucoessful run
for U'S Senate, he was elecied ilTl"‘ii:-
dent two years later, and the Lincoln
family moved ine the White House in
early 1861

The White House vears were painful for the Lincolns. The
Crval War consumed nearly all of Abraham Lineoln's P esiden-
tial tenure, More than 620,000 Tves were lost in this bloodiest
war i American listory, with the human suffering extensive
North and South alike. President Lincoln agonized over the
unending bloodshed and his military decisions, Mary Lineoln
endured malicions crincism for her Southern heritage (while
privately grieving the deaths of three Confederate half-brothers),
and the coaple suffered yet again the loss of a beloved som.
eleven-vear-old Willie, to typhoid fever in February 1862,

Lincoln was reelected president im November 1864, and by
IJIiL'i-.-"Ll‘Jri.] 1863, the end ol the war was in hi.glu. Robsert B, L
had surrendered at Appomattox on April U, Spring was in the
air, the war was officially over, crowds celebrated i the streets
of Washington 1), and, as Mary wrote i a letter on April 13,
“We are rejoicing bevend expression .. 7' Such was the atmos-
phere when the Lincolns attended a celebratory performance at
Ford's Theatre on Good Friday evening, April 14, The rejoic
ing ended when John Wilkes Booth ok Abraham Lincoln's
i with a single Buller to the back o his head as he sat by his
wife in the presidentzal box.

After her hushand’s death, Mary Lincoln sank into incon
solabsle griel T was several weeks before she was able to com-

Thexmas (Tad) Lincoln, age 11, by photographer
Mathew Brady, April 1864

pose herself and return with her surviv-
'lll:r." 30N, lh.'l'ﬂt':..l-nl]l.'-':.':'ur-n]rl Robert
and twelve-year-old Tad, to Hlinms.
The family was now three, and Mary
related to-a friend: “As dear little Tad-
chie, often sovs, ‘three of us on earth, &
three in Hesyven ) ™

In July 1867, two years after setthing
in Chicago, Mary, Robert, and "Tad
Lincoln were summoned back o
Washingtom, DC, to testify at the trial
of John Swrratt, one ol the accused
conspirators in the presidential assass
nanon A rekurn o \"\-:::-.h1|.1|gir'.'r:|, the
seenie of so much gricl and pain, must
have seemed a formidable task for the
weary and hearthroken Mary, and she
declimed the mp.

I her sons” absence, and hoping o
find “rest & quiet,” Mary traveled the
short distance 1o Racine, Wisconsin, to
investigate a boarding school for Tad.”
She decided against envolling him, con-
fessing o a Friend, “how can 1 be sepa-
rated from my precious chilel,” and was
soon back in Winois." But she did not
remain for long: within days of her
return, she embarked on a Lake Supe-
rlar excursion. She was accompanied by Tad, described by

Mary's cousin as “a gay, gladsome, merry, spontaneous fellow,
hlll.llllEHE' over with innocent fun” and whom _\ﬁn-:.' ;4.1,]r|1il|,4'1'||:.

described as her “troublesome sunshine Taddic ™

Tourism and Steamship Travel
in the Lake Superior Region

In the late 18605, Lake Superior was bustling during the
summer months with hundreds of fishing, cargo, and passen-
ger vessels, The entire regon was expeniencing a robust revival
of tourism afier a decline during the Civil War yvears. The canal
and locks at Sault Sainte Mane, Michigan, had opened over a
decade carlier, in 1855, allowing continuous ship travel
between Lake Superior and the other Great Lakes. By the sum-
mer of TBGT, Y ol the finest steamboars on the Great Lakes
werne brngming tourists o the Lake Superior ports,

Az early as 1857, John Disturnell had published his mave]
wiicle Upper Lakes of North America, which included seenic
descriptions and lucrative advertisements for steamship lines
and “Grand Pleasure Excursions” around Lake Superior. One
advertisement for a steamboar route from Chicago o Mack
inac and Sault Sainte Marie proclaimed: “TISUAL FARE, §8,
meiuding meals. & . ESUAL TEME, 48 hours™ Disturmel]
pulbihished a subsecuent volume i 1863, m which he degeribed
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Modern photoagraphic view of the scenic Pictured Rocks on the Lake Superior shoreling
between Sault Sainte Marie and Marquette, Michigan

the Takes as “now bemg whitened by a large et of sail-vessels,
in addition to the swift steamers and propellers which plough
the waters of these Grear Lakes, ransporting annually large
numbers of passengers. and an immense amount of agricul-
tural and mineral products, to and from the different |:=r:rll-."'

The predominunt steamers during this tme were the “pro
pellers”—steam-powercd vesscls moved by underwater pro-
pellers that replaced the earbier paddie-wheelers. They offered
numerous advaniages as they operaied with smaller crews,
recuired less fuel, and were cheaper to build." A distinetive fea-
ture of lifie aboard a propeller-driven steamer was the constant
'\'H"-Ilii”l HI'“I'I'E“I‘ll |]'n llll" E]rifl“'“l'l' ] !IIL' I-u.'l-':‘1"--|.'] L! |.|.|“'|:||.'d
through the water,”! Most steamers could travel at fifteen knots,
or a little over seventeen miles per hour. Fire was an ever-prosent
danger; in the evenings the red hot sparks and fames could he
seen spewing from the stacks and o wayward wind could blow
therm back on deck of nto the hold. o l}l'uix']h't's- accomimiodated
|l|1'i'|' ]lii‘!H!'HL_"ﬂ'I'H i.II sl roorms illl'l'l'l"-.'l" l]l_'l'k il]lli |I“'i'|' T L'|‘l il'l
halds below deck. Also on deck was the main cabin, or dining
room, where hungry passengers were served their meals at long
tables running lengthwise in the cabin, Here also passengers
could gather by the wood stove on chilly evenings, the cozy st
liuu illimminated l}‘f.' hyrass u-ii—i.ll!l.I‘Jh' E'L'.mg'lj:l_L_; nluu!il'!. lram g’i]!?-
bals that held them level even as the vessel rocked. !

A further description of daily life aboard a propeller in a
travel account was published shordy after the tme of Mary's
by a waiter
appearcd with a “great dinner-hbell in his hand™ and prome:-

excursiort. Mealtimes were announced whao
naded around the deck. ' In the evenings, passengers weary of
the hrisk outside air convened in the lamp-hit cabin for reading
0O ElITiets, l’][l 2 II!'L[t‘iiI’"I] 1hl,' L]iliil'l}_': |i[|ll1" WCre I:'“."*l:l'i'fl
agrainst the wiall and the charrs moved on deck o aceommodate
music and dancing: *The floor was crowded with dancers; all
formality was laid aside; stmmpers danced wath strangers, and
ewen that relic of the past, the slow waltz, had its devotees.” ' On

a more somber note, during times ol dense fog, the whistle

sounded all night at regular intervals, “a
dreary, dirge-like note; that kept sleep from
our eyes, and filled our minds with visions
of possible ships sailing silently across our
course in the mist, or unseen propellers
bearing swiftly down upon us . 7!

! n.lki' 3

steamer excursions provided a refreshing

For many Americans, (sreat
reprieve from the summer heat and a
glimpse at a wild country and iis array of
.]H[!'i.:'_{lii'l]g r'f'""i'iltl'IHH. i|'|| 1||(Ji||g ||:|.|li"'|'h.
explorers, missionaries, miners, and
Ojibwe and other native peoples living
along the shorelines: They were also an
adventure, not for the faim of heare. The
weather was hil][]l't't]i_i'l:lllll' and notori-
ously stormy; tragic collisions, lounderings, and hres were com-
mon. |n the year in which Mary Lincoln visited Lake Supenor,
951 disasters were reported and 211 lives were lost. ™ Yet hardy
tourisis soight the adventwre, Various shipping hoes competed
[or thetr busimess and published advertisements m iravel guides
and big city newspapers. Touted pastimes, beyond seeing
“wonders of almost indescribable interest,” ineluded I'RpJn-
ratiom, hunting, fishing, tent camping agate hunting, visiting
the great iron and copper mines, and observing “authentic
Indian ceremones,”"

Just three months belore Mary's journey, the May 1867
Harper's New Monthly Magazine featured an illustrated cover
stary on the scenic Pictured Rocks arca located on the Lake
Superior shoreline between Sault Sainte Maric and Marquette,

Announcement
describing the Union
published in the
Lake Superfor Miner,
October 26, 1867
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This ad for a Great Lakes Excursion on the Union ran in the Chicoge
Tribune on August 12, 1867,

Michigan. Mary may have perused this editon of the popular
periodical, perhaps dwelling on these words: “Asteamboat is a
much more wonderful thing than Solomaon . . . ever dreamed
of . ... one of them will take you from cither Buffalo ar Chicaga,
and in a very short and eventful trip vou find voursell, some
fine morning abowt sunrise, far out into Lake Superion, glass in
hand, looking southward, trying to make out whether it is rocks
or sand banks that you see.”"

Mary and Tad Lincoln’s Excursion on the Union

For several days in mid-Aueust 1867, the Chicago Thibune
carried a small notice announcing an upcoming Lake Supe-
riar excursion by the propeller Lnion, scheduled 1o depart on
Wednesday evening, August 14." Robert Lincoln, who had by
then returned 1o Chicago from the Surratt trial in Washing-
ton, wrote on-August 13, “My mother will be here tomor-
row,” ™ This may refer to her returning from Racine or to her
visiting s office. Mary made no mention of it in any corre-
spomdence beforehand, why or when she decided 1o join the
Lake Superior excursion remains unknown.,

Perhaps Mary wished to sec for hersell the scenic wonders of
which she heard and read, or perhaps she was encouraged by a
concerned Robert, She may have been inspired 1o seck adven-
ture tor o diseonsolate Tad who had o recently lost s father, or
she might have been invited along by a thought-
[ul friemd, There 15 one bit of evidence to support
this latter possibility. During the excursion, the
ship stopped as scheduled at Onionagon, Michi-
gan. Here Mary visiteed the family of a voung girl,

Jean Prinee Durfee, who later rermimisced abou

WHI AL E D 9IS

that day, recalling Mary Lincoln's introduction
of one of her raveling companions as the wile of
former Senator Rice, her “very good friend."™
Mathilda Rice was the wife of Senawr Heory
Mower Rice, who had been clected as one of the
frst US senators fom Mimnmesota. Henry Rice
had been a fur trader and a federal agent for
Inchian alfaics; he was also known as the founder
of Bayfield, which had its official beginnings in
1856.7" At the time of Mary’s visit, Rice was likely
promoting development and tourisim in the Bay-
field area—perhaps Mary had been mvited by
Mathilda Rice 1o accompany her there. Whatever Mary™s rea-
sons for joining the excursion, she may have deaded quickly,
which would have mvolved last-minute scurmving and prepara-

ton— Fad purchased a par of “Calf Ganers™ (hoots) from a lake-
front wholesaler on the day of the scheduled departure. ™
The propeller Liman was built in Mamitowoe, Wisconsin, in
1861, The ship bore one mast, and it was “a staunch Little
seamer™ nearly 170 feet long and 26 feet wide. There is addi-
tional descripive information about the Union in a newspaper
adverisement from the ime of Mary’s excursion: “Having been
putin fine order, and the Cabin enlanzed, she has now superior
accommaodations for Passengers, having large and airy State
Rooms, with a number of Family Rooms which will aceammio-
elate o family of six or cight persons. The table will be supplied
with the best the market alTords; and it will be the study of the
officers to make her a first class boat; and w0 make the trip to the
passengers a5 pleasant as possible.” The advertdsement also pro-
claimed that a “trusty Messenger will go on the Boat, taking
charge of all express and valuable packages, &e {sic] s
The Union was advertised w depart Chicago on August 14,
But there was some delay and the shup actually departed one
day Later, perhaps because of weather or mechanical problems.
Or perhaps more tme was needed to stow below deck the
“sundries and 18,574 bu wheat” the Union twok on for the ulg-
mate destination of Bayvhield. Whatever the cause for delay,
sometitne on Thursday, August 13, the ship steamed out of the
harbor and commenced northward.” The weather that day
was seasonable, the emperature reaching eightv-one degrees
by mid-afternoon with gentle to breesy winds. ™
For two weeks and one day, the Union would be home for
Mary and Tad Lincoln. Mary didn’t keep a diary, though for
much of her lile she was a prolific letter writer, often penning
several letters a day. There i3 no correspondence from her

The Charles N. Ayan was wiecked in a storm on Lake Michlganin
1897, The weather was stormy and unpredictable on the Great Lakes,
and shipwrecks, collisions, and fires were concemns.
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while an this vovage —she either wrote none or
what she wrote is lost, so her daily activities or
her responses to the hustle and bustle of the
excursion cannot be captured. Whether it was
her wish or niot, newspaper accounts provide evi-
dence she was not able to travel anonymously,
According to the schedule for Mary Lincoln’s
exeursion, the Union’s first stop afier departing
Chicago was Milwaukee, cighty-eight miles 1o the
north, a trip of about seven hours: Perhaps many
al the passengers disembarked while the Union
took on additional cargo of flour, eats, carn, and
sundries.”” The Milwaukee newspapers, noting
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the presence of Miary Lincoln and her son,
seemed quite enamored with the voung Tad. The
Sentined of August 17 commented: “Mis: Lincoln,
widow of our late martyred President, passed
through this city yesterday with her little son Tad, en route for
Lake Superior, Tad made his appearance on ‘Change, and
attracted considerable attention.! *™ The Daily Milwaukee
News of that same diate provided more information:

The Union, of Rice Brothers lake Supenior line, passed
Milwaukee vesterday on her way to the straits. Among
her passengers were Mis, Abraham Lincoln, and her son
Tad. While the vessel lay at the dock, M Rice accom-
panied Tad to the Chamber of Commerce and presented
him quuieily to a number of gentlemen. He stated in con-
versation, that he was twelve years ofage on the day he

: E e : = o
entered Richmond with his Gacher, alter is surrender.™

Pubsequent advertised siops lor the Union along the Wis-
consin shoreline of Lake Michigan included the harbors of Port
Washington, Sheboyemn, and Manitowoe, where, most likely,
passengrerd again disembarked and reboarded while cargo and
fuel were Ipaded. There are no newspaper accounts of Mary
visiting any of these lakeshore towns,

As the excursion progressed, other passengers were certainly
aware of the black-clothed Mary Lincoln and her young son.
I's not known exactly how many passengers traveled on the
Uhion, Purh;q.ps a total :Ji'l'l.u'nt‘!.' (] .--i:r,lv:..'.'"r L'!Eﬂu'tuh."th'll} h pi‘jul'
tor the Late 1800s, no records were kept of passengers on Great
Lakes vessels, " Did Mary encourage friendly approaches from
her fellow passengers? She may have done so reluctantly, since
she had written during her visit to Racine just one month ear-
lier, “I occasonally, see persons whao call - . . vet to be candid, |
would prefir, that my present solitude, should he unbroken,™

Assuming the Union stopped at Manitowoe as scheduled,
the vessel headed from there across the open water, northeast
toward Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan. Here; on August 14,
three days atter departing Chicago, the vessel navigated the
locks and gained entrance to Lake Superior. The weather was

The propeller ship Union was built at Manitowoc in 1861, For two
weeks and one day in 1867, it would be home to Mary and Tad Lincolin.

decidedly unfaorable as the Union passed through. Loeal
shipbuilder Jesse Wells Church hosted Mary and Tad Lineoln,
writing in his journal, “*“Wind NW. a gale—rainy- cold
UNION up [headed upward to Lake Superior]; Mrs, Lineoln
and son Teddy on board; came into the howse and talk and
drink wine—nice party on board. "

Perhaps the passengers braced themselves against a cool
breeze as the Unron then headed swest, J!I.Ils_{g'ili_;.: the southeérn
shores of Lake Superior. About one hundred miles from Sault
Sainte Marie, the Union passed the scenic Pictured Rocks,
widely known for their awe-inspiring formations. Ship captains
were known to slow their vessels and drift past the immiense
sandstone structures rising from the chilly waters —even by
monnlight if at night
surrealistic beauty,

ane allowy their passengers 1o enjoy the

The Lnion continued along the rugged Michigan shore-
linyer, most likely stopping as advertised at Marguetie; then Han-
cock, Houghten, Eagle Harbor, Copper Harbor and Eagle
River on the northward-protruding Keweenaw Peninsula, and
then Ontonagon, beforve traveling the seventy-fve miles to its
final destination of Bayfield, Wisconsin,

Ontonagon resident Jean Prince Purfee, w0 whom Mary
Lincoln introduced her traveling companion Mrs. Rice: later
deseribed the steamboat actvity during the tme of Mary's
visit; “[T]he boats were filled with passengers taking the trip
from Buflalo and the lower ports to the head of Lake Superior
atcd back. The birats putin every port on the way, several hours
io unload and reload freight, Somerimes the hours ran into
dlays and nights according to the freight they carried. Always
i the stop was made m daylight, there was plenty of time for

H
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the passengers to go ashore and satisty their curiosty as to
whether the inhabitants lived in houses that had windows, o
lived like the Indians in wigwams.”™

Durfee recalled the day that Mary, Mrs. Rice, and four
other travelers disembarked from the Union and were hosted
by Durtee’s familv. Aficr being wold by Mary thar she would
be visiting La Pointe, Durfee advised her not to stay at a par
tcular hotel there, as it was “full of knot holes and the men
ST !-'-HIEI:'”:litli__“ AW f'Lll.'-:H.' A |-.1r': ngiu'[l and t’L'||Ji::{l that thi':.
would only be there long enougl to see the church and the old
mission she had heard so much about. She assured Durfee she
would see her again on the return wip. Dorfee was o be dis-
appointed-—the return visit did not take place, as the Umon

passed Ontonagon during the night on its return voyage,
Durfee provided a visual desenption of her famous guest:
“Mrs. Lincoln was a little dumpling of & woman with beaug-
ful dark eves and hair, and one of the sweetest smiles T ever saw,
.o Iremember the pretty dolman Mrs, Lineoln wore as itwas
uflu*;tk'!l. black =ilk and tmmmed with wide ir.'! H'i.]:lll._"l', which |
couldn’t help hngering all the time she wlked o me” Durfee
also commented, “P've wondered since why the newspapers
spoke of her so unkindly. T thought she was lovely.”™ Durfee
made no mention of Tad Lincoln in the party of travelers.
Aler Omtonagon. the Union's next stop was Baviield, i
fnal destination. Here the ship was unloaded ol its wheat and
t|I|||:'1' 'l."il:1| foodstullzs aned then restocked witly o car Ko ol hish
for the return wrip o Chicago, Baylield at that time was a
busthing young wwn and bad become the primarcy port of the
region, supported by small-scale fishing, lumbering, and, more
recently, tourism. ™ To aceommocdate the influx of tourists, fine
bistels and eateries had been established, an area resident laie
proudly recalling: “They [the tourtsts] lingered 1o eat our white
fish and went away o praise i
Mary Lineoln’s presence in Bavhield did not go unnoticed;
the town was “all agog™ at her stay there.!! Longtime resident
Delia Whittlesey Chapman later recalled that Smith's Hotel in
Bayhicld entertained after the Civl War several distinguished
persons, including “Murs, Abraham Lincoln and son Robert
[whio] were guests there for one day, Mis. Lincoln was then fiv-
ing in Chicago and on this occasion making a wip up the
Lakes. " Although Chapman mentioned Robert as Mary's
companion, all contemporary newspaper accounts indicate it
was Tad. Unforcunately, there were no local newspapers pub
lished in Bavficld during the time of Mary's visit, and Smith’s
Hotel burned to the ground, with all its records;, in the 1880s. "
As Mary had imphed in her conversation with Jean Prince
Dhurfess; she and Tad did indeéd visin La Pointe, the tmy village
on the southern end of Madeline Tidand, just three miles across
the: 1H-I,:.' {ream H'.L'_v.'hl'h.‘l. This site of missions and churches and
cemeterics, discribed in one guide as “the fary region,” was
well-known 1o Lake Superior wourists, enjoving a reputation as

Lp

"a place of romantic interest—a place of relics and ruins.”

e | MLAGE T A3

The Unian® first stop after departing Chicago was Milwaukes, where
Tad visited tha Chamber of Commerce shown in this photo,

Mary and Tad's presence here was referenced inoa letter writ-
ten soon after by a Father Trabee, who wrote: "Even the wile of
Lincoln, the late president of the United States, spent two days
at LaPonte [sic] and when she heard the Indian givds sing so
beawmafully i the chure

1. .‘il"l'l"' WS 30 1”1{["”'[' Il"l;.ﬂ :Ii |~ hl“'l:j Ears.
A son of Lincolin also was there and Father Chebul gave him a
goocl reprimand hecause of his mmproper behavior in church,”™"

The Unfon mest likely departed from Bayhield and began the
return jotirney to Chicago during the weekend of August 23
25. The Sarurday, August 31, edition of the weekly Lake Supe-
rior Miner, reporting on the provious week's activitics; noted that
“Mrs. Lincoln and ome of her children was on board of the Pro
peller Union.” " They were on the return trip by this time.

There is no more documentation of any port visits by Mary
..Ill"] I!..-"lil I...illl"; |]’| “!lri] rI“'El' -1|'ri'|':|.| ;[| hi il'\-’\'.lll"ﬂ'l' j{g'..lh]. "-"-'llli'!:
was duly noted n the August 29 Seatnel: “The propeller
Unmion, of Rice's Lake Superior Line, arrived in this port ves-
terday afternoon with a full load of passengers, among whom
were Mrs. Lincoln and her son Tad. Clerk Rice informs us that
Mrs, Lincoln received distinguishied attentions at Houghton,
Bavhield and other points.™"

The August 51 Lake Superior Miner also reported that the
“First Storm of the season [had] commenced Tuesday nighi
and continoed for nearly: thirty hours; being very severe
indeed.” ™ This inclement weather apparcnthy stalled Marvs
return Lo l-_.'|:|i1.';1gu —the Times of l‘-l'ifl.'i‘l.', .-"'ulgl.hl 30, I'L'i]l]l'lt‘!]
that the Union had arrived the day before, but it had heen
“compelled to Lay up at the Manitou Island on Tuescay nighe,
an account of the swormy condition of the lake,™™ Manitou
Istand, off the coast of Michigan directly across from Wiscon-
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Mission Church at La Pointe on the southern end of Madeling Island,

[B870

sin's Door County Peninsula, offered a safe harbor {or ships

enduring Lake Michizan storms ™

excursion ending under pleasant circomstuncees similir (o those

ol 1t !h'_L,,"J'nlJilu,_:. L

-I‘h'l'l."".. mn |'I|"idﬂ'jl.. "ﬁlllul]"ﬂ ]pl ]., .\-hll':n ill]ri llll.l:]
returned (o the place from which: they had
departed ffteen days earlier, having raveled
ovier 1,700 males Grom Chicago 1o Bavbeld and
back. Four davs alter their arrival, on Septem
ber 3, the Chi g Firmes r1'|:|:l|'||'|'[ that “Mis,
Lincoln and “Tad® have returned to this city,
with the mtention of remaining throush the
present fall and the winter 2 Yot this was not
to bie—the restless Mary Lineoln would post a
letter from New York City within two weeks, ™

,'\;r-:-lr'|:¢ FANE YUar afier her exeursion on board
the Uniton, Mary wrote a letter to D Rober
King Stone, the Lincoln family plysician, She
offered a mift we him:

May 1 request your acceptance of this ‘Indian
Medicine pouch.’ which was presented me
last summer, as coming direct from an Indian
Chief—1 met with i, in the lake Superior
region, Some months Smee. Remembering
Wi ll.ll'.lT}lH't't'i.{lEUlI l:li.'."]rl'f. liliuu that 15 uncom-
mon, 1 feel asured that you will look apon this
relic of 4 wild region, with interest.™

e RiAL b STOHE L

By the time of the Union’s
arrival m Chicago, the weather was seasonable and calm. the

e all of her known correspondence, this is Mary Lincolin’s
only mention of her journey 1o the “wild region.”

' Her appraisal
of the expenence remaims a mystery,

Accompanied by her
|II'F(".'4'1_| -I:']f]. -” i..'\. !Jll'\-'\-il!‘]i" by '\-lll"l'l'li"'hl' hEH' l'r!if.l':.'f'rl. !:H.'i "'||I-|.l1_||:|l
along the Lakes Superior and Michigan shorelines and that
"\III' |;'I|:|||.|i.| SOmMc 5 |ii.|,l"' n.||]1| 'l'lh";l."ﬂirl' :.1|I|.1Ir'|§.1 |t“|r ACTOIMIT-
dating residents and picturesogue scenery

Her Life after Lake Superior

I'his Lake Superior voyage ocourree just prior to Mary's ill-
fated clothes-selling fasco in New Yook City
fumic-raising attempt at selling her porsonal ens that wionild gen-
erate public ridicule and 2[1[‘]]'L1'.I]il[fll:ﬂ].-'
Eorope one year bater, and then T
July 1871
Fhis swas a0 nem |':.' unhbearable Ililw'ih_-.' [ f\!:ll'y'. whio mew hiad

lost three out of four sons i addiien to her hushand.
With Tad's death, Mary’s cmotional state crumbled. Robert
still survived., but he was married and had his own fanmly, Tad
had been Mary's constant companion,

an unsuccessfal

' She and Tad raveled o
ad died from poeumonia in
, just twi monihs after their return to the Umted States;

anel withoot him she
was devastated. Overwhebmed I.l!- '_:]'it {. .'"nlut"g.' |.-J."lr.'il}.' returned
o Wiscensin an the summer of 1872 o
healing waters at Waukesha,™

condition deteniorated

-I"I"L ‘-ul'ﬁ].tli L 1.|n:'-r|1 1!“.'
Alter her return to Chicaeo, by
she displayed bizarre spencing habits,
sought encounters with spiritualists and stances; and suffered
delusions that people were trying 1o kill her.™ In 1875, Robert

w.lu':'i'u.-cru“!l. |:|-Ii|iuh|'1l1u]:;|x'- hl't Ltt't']ilft'ili['l!-ill]l anel she Wik
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Mary Lincoln’s letter to
Dr. Robert King Stone,

js ,"ﬂ <. - the Lincoln family
i A physician, dated July
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subsequently committed to a private sanitarium in Batavia, -
nois, She secured her release several months later and became
a vagabond, wandering throughout Europe, often seeking
seclusion, dressed in black mourning attire, “a very broken
hearted woman™ as shie described hersell, ™

She would eventually return (o her gster’s Springlield home
in the spring of 82, She was, by that tme, chronically all,
partially blind, and crippled by a back injury, Living in relative
obscurity, preferring a darkened room. Mary Lincoln died
there on July 16, 1882, ar the age of sixty-three, in the house in
which she had married Abraham Lincoln almost forty vears
previously, [t was most likely a welcome reprieve for Mary, who
had previously penned: “*When the summaons, comes for my
departure, 1 will gladly welcome it—{or ‘there, the woary, arc
at Tesr. " 0N
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A YANKEE WHIG
IN MILWAUKEE

Rufus King Jr. and the City’s First

Public Schools
—
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All told, Rufus King Jr.'s time in Milwaukee was relatively short, lasting
from only 1845 to 1861, Yet his efforts in shaping the foundations of the
eity, which was granted its municipal charter in 1846, were significant. |
This is particularly true of his work developing Milwaukee’s first public,

ar “common,” school system, where his mark is still visible in the schools

and streets that bear his name. King’s efforts were informed by a

strong Whig tdeology that he hoped would knit the expanding —~ /
nation together—economically and culturally—through |
ratlroads, canals, newspapers, and, at last, government- —r C /./
sponsored, tax-supported schools. e —

whw

ne T Mo

' 7

_—— . I . =l;|--":,l'j.-..’
E 2 -y
.. ;i.: ‘-‘!l.’ 1

r '|L'~"'

-
s np T TR TR " o

e, A R
- - T i Ly



Knitting the Nation Together
On August 12, 1855, newspaper editor, local school board
member, and Whig Party crusader Rufus King Jr.
a train in Milwaukee, bavely able m conrain s excitemen
for what lav abead. A natnwe New Yorker who had relocated
to the Midwestern city a decade earlier, King was embarking
on a multday journey tm Saine Paul, Minnesota. This journey

boarcled

was of particular importance @ him because it had been made
possible by the recent extension of The Milwaukee and Missis
sippi Railroad, a project, hoth expensive and laden warh delays,
that fimally connected King's adopted home on Lake Michigan
with the Missisappi River at Prairie du Chien,

From Praine du Clien, King took the steamship War Eagle
to Saint Paul. The cutting-edge swifiness of tas fnal leg, he noted,
“a distance of three hondved miles . Jin] just thirty-six hours,”
represented perfectly w him thieconnective power of the Missis-
sippi, which he often referred o londly 28 the “Father of Waters.”
“Every minnte of 10 was . . o aoalloved enjoyment,” he wiote, tor
it wag a new experience and almost a nesw life for us all.™

As the trip unfolded, King recordred his experiences in great
detail. sending portions back o Milwaukee where they were
published in lengthy installmens in the Miwaukes Senrinel,
the newspaper that King himself both owned and edited.® More
than basic travel writing, Ins documentation of the trip reads hike
an advertisement for the Milwankes and Mississipgm Raolroad
aticd the towns through which it passed. 1o those King met along
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Rufus King Jr, seated in uniform, ca. early 1860s

the way in places like Whitewater, Madison, and Black Farh,
the arrival of the railroad meant easier movement of manufac.
tured and agriciliural products. [ealso promised a hostof new
possibilities for the future of the state and nanon, az well as the
rale that government and business, perhaps working together,
might play i that future, Whether it was through railroads,

MJ

The steamship War Eagle, which King took fram Prairie du Chien to 5aint Paulin August 1855
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The Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad and its connections, printed by J. H. Colton & Co,in 1855

canals; or ideas carried by newspapers and welegraphs and in
schools, King was certain his Whig ideals were making life better
for himselll and for the rest of America, 100,

As American political parties go, the Whig Parey oper-
ated [or a short Hme, from 1833 o 1856, Obscuring s hiseor-
ical legacy further, the two presidents produced by the Party,
William Henry Harrison | 1840) and Zachary Taylor [ 1848, died
a monthand sxteen months, respectively, afier taking office. The
Whigs are often remembersd notnetheless becanse the program
ol nafonal development they advanced was siraightforward and
cohesive, and becanse it put them directly ar odds with their
formidable Democratic Party foes. In short, the Whigs were the
big government party of the day, believing the federal govern-
ment should protect domestic industries with tariffs, subsidize
internal improvements, and, most divisively, permit a national
bank o regulate currency and make tax monies available for
govermment investinent in private enterprises,’ Defenders of
the Whig platform, though far from homoegenous, tended o be
elite: husinessmen ar prolessionals, farmers with des o larger
miarkets, residenes or natives of New Englanc, and members of
New England-style Protestang churches,

By contrast, the Demacratic Party, the parey of Thomas
Jeferson and later Andrew Jackson, tended o behieve ina small
government, preferring to relegate powers 1o state and local
governments and expand personal liberties for white males.
Accordingly, it attractecd much of the slaveholding South, as
well as large swaths of recently arrived immigrant groups like
Germans and Trish Cathobics, whe, historian William Reese has
noted, “rightly concluded that the largely Protestant Whigs were
hostile 1o their religion and culture.™ The differences between
Whigs and Democrats often plaved ouralong these ideological
and demographic lines,

Given thar King himself was a Whig through and through,
his trip to Saint Paul carried no shorage ol political weight,
Uniting the nation and comvineing others to join him in the
causewas both lis passion and polineal preocoupaton. As such,
he raved in the Seitfne! aboud

the muldtude of thriving hle twns wiich have
sprung up along the banks of the upper Mississippi
within the past four or five vears. and which form so
miany nuele for the business of the adjacent country.,
.« - [The peaple] all wear a thrifiy, wide-awake look;
the houses are neatly buily, the villages tasiehlly
planned; the stores are well-lilled and apparently
well-patromzed, and in almost all of them the near
spires of church and schoolhose complete and
crown the pieture.”

By King's disunetly Whig logic, the growth ol railroads
and increased navigability of tivers brought the possibilivy
of thriving, busy towns “crowned” with the sure symbols.of
a populace committed w d commen moral eabure: a church
and a sethoalbouse:” “None but a‘sober, actve, intelligent,
selt-relying, and enterprising people.” he continued, “could
.« have wrought such magical changes along the banks of
the mizhiy Mississippi.”™ This was the America that King
wanted to develop: one thar uneeasingly expanded, one that
“modernized,” and one that had httle nse for separating capi-
talism, republicanism, and a morality based in Protestantism,
all of which would move it forward into "2 new life for us all™

Given Ring's polincal leantngs, his contribations are all the
maore fascinating in that they took place in Milwaukee, a city
known for Democratic Party dominance thar lasted well i the
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1Eit0e, The ‘iil!lEJ]L' et is that Milwaukes"s often Géerman, olten
urmmagrant, and often working-class Democrats —never wholly
against public schools, but always suspicious of unchecked
government growth—held the mavor’s office and common
council majority for much of the seoond hall of the mneteenith
century. As part ol their chines, thev set the City's sl bndeet
and played a role in choosing school Board menbers,

Diespite the notable changes Milwankee made w s schoals,
many the result of King’s efforts, the nuances of city politics
remained ever-present, The-esiablishment of a permanent
public:high school in 1868, which King and his allies began
advocaring for as early as 1846, was the clearest manifestarion
of this process ol political give-and-take. No matter the era,
school reform does not gecar ina vacnun; it often akes place

on a banleheld of conflicting idenlogies, as the expenience of

Rufus King Jr. in Milwankee makes clear,

A Whig Worldview

Bornin 1755, Ruhis Ki e Sr— Ti!u_'.g andfather andd e :-‘.']':.-'Hln["

Rufus Jr.—wasa graduate of Harvard, a delegate 1o the Conn-
ncital Congress, and a signcr of the US Consatton, He was
twice a U5 senator from New York, the nation’s minister to
Careat Brivmn, and the Federabise Paroy cancidae foe vice pres
ident in 1804 and 1808 and or president in 1816." Despite his
illustrious political and diplomatie career, bis loss i the 1816

A portrait.of Rufus King 5r, the grandfatherand namesake of the
Rufus at the center of this story, painted by Gilbert Stuart, ca. 1819-
1820, The elder King was a graduate of Harvard, a delegate to the
Continental Congress, and a signer of the U Constitution.
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presidential glection is typically remembered ag the Deginning
of the cnd of the Federalise Party, Historan Danie] Howe wiites
that its members were doomed by “their failure to develop a
nationwide coherence, a filare for which their last nominal
standavd-bearer, Bulus King [Sr], must bear a good deal of
the respensibility, ™"

-|-|'|-m§_"11 it miay b i "-:iTI.'.Ii'I].t.H‘IiI' HEE =LY that the Fedearalist
Party gave barth to the Whig Parey, there 15 a grear deal of
overlap between the wwo, particularly with respect 1o demo
sraphics and belicls regarding the parameters of federal and
state power, Rufus King Jr was only a child when his grandt.
ther lost the 1816 election, but it is perhaps no coincidence that
thie Whig Parey of his day worked o cultivate a “nationwide
coherence,” not only m politics, bat also in econamie, cultaral,
and moral dovelopment,

Rufus King Se's festborn son, Charles. was not as well-
ko as s facher bor ronetheless led o disongoshed Tife, He
fought in the War of 1812, was elected to the New York State
Asgeml .~|':.- in 1814, and later served as ]}E’-"..\iil.h_']]l! ol Calumibia
College from 184% 1o TG4, The strongest connecton bebween
him and his eldest son, Rufus, born in January of 1814, was
s work in the newspaper business, Fulus Jr, was destined w
become a journalisy, oo, and bos father’s rise wotie helm of the
New York American when Rufus was nine vears old undoubt-
edly informed his understanding of the biver and personal
nature of the pineteénth-century American press, a ruthless
intellecrual network often fueled by differences of partisan poh-
iics and sectarian religion,

Adfver big gradwavon from West Podnnin 133, King Jojoined
the Armyv Corps of Engineers, where he -r|||i-::|¢[':. dismngnished
himsell and was awarded with his own attachment of engineers,
charged with increasing the navigability of the Hudson River,
Shortly after, they were sent 0 survey the boundaries of Mich-
izan, Ohie, and Indiana, which, in the words of biographer Perry
Hill, oy hawe “planeed the seed of westward anmacaon”™ i the
yinmg King. " King Jr. miwed seamlessly from one project to the
next while H-'J'x-'i]'lg i the COrPs, bt willi I':Jiil“]}' lili= in the preace-

e arny proved oo mnndane for his tasees, Instead, he ook a

jorb as a surveynr [or the New York and Erie Railroad, which was

conyvenienthy owned by Dis uncle, James King. Soon afier, in 1838,
he moved w Albany o ke up his father’s longime profession.
joining the staft of the Alliany Advertser. 't

Orer thie mext twio VEALS, KiHHJr'.'H pn]iﬂl' al arar ascended
rapdly, 1 part because of his capaaties as a newspaperman, but
no doubt, oo, because of the substantial social connections his
family alforded hirm, Most fornatouosly, he caughi the atention
of arupeand-coming Whig polincian, William Seward. whao,
as the recertly elected rovernor of New York, was devel ypIng
a national repuration o his ehetorical power Impressed by the
twenty-five-year-old King, Seward named him adjunet general
of the state, a position King would oceupy for all four years of
the governor’s regime | 183016437, 5
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A portrait of governor of Mew York William Seward, who
appointed a twenty-five-year-old King adjunct general of
the state in 1839, Seward, aleng with his adviser Thurdaw
Weed, served as political mentors to King,

As important as gaining access w Seward’s adminisoation
was King's inroducaon to the movernor’s mose trusted adviser,
Thurlow Weed, who was ]rf"l'l,l..'l,i:l.\i “the most ]5()‘.\.-‘I_"|'E.I il E"th]“-
tcal boss i the counmy,” according to istorian Dords Kearns
Goodwin,™ In concert with the polincal handiwork Weed did
[or Seward, he also served as editor of the influenal Albany
Evenmg fonrmal, and in THH, persuaded King wo lsave his post
at the Advertiser tn become his associate editor. King, honing
s journalistic crabt during this period, was, as Hill put i1,
“absorbing the Whig doctrine at the master’s feet, ™7

Lt was during thas period that King got his firse taste of the
political barde surrounding public schooling, When Seward
was elected, the New York Giry schools were governed by
what historian Carl Kaestle deseribes as a “sell-perpetsaring
philanthropic board,” the Pablic Schaol Society, This Prot-
estant-dommnated entby was at adds wath the an's Gatholi
schools, which received limited public funding and, as an 1H440
survey found, served only a portion of the ciry's Lish Catholic
youeth, leaving thousands v acend no sclool ac all, privace or
public. ¥ Many Whig polinciang and school reformers; o the
1[i=.l‘-1'n;v:. of Cartholics, saw the ]_‘luh]il,'. sehools as tools of cultaral
asaunlaiion, nseful i making Irish Catholic children less Trsh
and more Amencan, and less Catholic and more (vaguely)
Prowestant, The ciy's new Catholie bishop; the outspoken John
Hughes: regularly awacked the public schools, condemmning
their use of the Protestant Bible, their aveidance of teaching
scripiure explicitly, and, perhaps most egregiously, their
practice of teaching all smdenes, Catholie or othersise, that
Ciathohes were “necessarily, morally, intellectually, infallibly,
a stupid race.""

Despite the mounting tension, Seward chese 1o refrain from
digging the trenches deeper. Instead, inan address auned at the
city’s Catholic populaton, he stated that huniversal educadon
was the poal, they should have “schools in which they may be
instrncted by teachers speaking the same binguage as thermselves

"]{I:l-._-lv.'|.1'n!]g|'L F;u:ghl h1.' Ay sl orin any i;!l'|g||:;'|g<"'- is Berter than
wnorance, desice i see the childven of Catholics educated as
wiell as those of Protestancs; not because 1 want them Cacholies,
bt because 1 want them w become good citizens,™ Though
paternalisic atis core, Seward’s willingness o erertain more
expansive nodons of culmral and religious pluralism within a
framewark of Whig school reform is noteworthy, and it wauld
continue to nfluence King in years to-come, In fact, levters
exchanged between the two men reveal that they spoke at length
and with grear passion about the most pressing issues of the
day; inclading
annexation of Texas, and the direcuon of their beloved Whig

hevond public education—abolitonism, the

Parey writ large.

Three years later, in the summer of 1845, Weed was
approached by the two owners of the Wisconsin Territory's
Milwauvkie Datly Sentined who, familiar with Weed's polincal
celebrivy, were looking for some advice, The Senonel was then
known in the Northeast as, in the words of historian Perry
Hill, “a stavmch but somewhat lonely ourpost of Whiggery in a
wilderness of rampant Democracy,”* It had gone through six
editors m its first eight years of exastence and was once again
foundering. Rather than buay the paper himself or reach oun i
i exrensive contacts alveady stanoned 1 the Micwest, Weed,
in a rather unexpected move, recommended the services of his
trusted associare editar,

By chance, Kimg had visited Mihwaukee only a few months
prior as part of an extensive journalistic report on what he called
“western journeving™ for the Evening Jouwrnal, Perhaps excited
by the posabilites of what he had seen, he novonly accepeed the
affer w become editor of the Senmne! bar purchased the paper
L ig[ﬂ."' This Bolel dlevision, !I]'||}I|}_'I’|| il 1_'H'JI‘."I!"'I|_ toi e Ei!iatlc:i.’di‘l.'
nnwise, served as a symbol of his pneqmviocal comnmmomient o
the: move west,

King's Life in Milwaukee

King arrived i Milwaukee in September 1845 on a 5;11*:11115|1i]|
firtingly named Empire State, Accompanying King were his
wili, Susan Eliot, and therr onesyvear-old son, Charles Jr. The
young family stayed foe a short dme in the United States Hoel
wlhile they sentled ineo city [ife bur eventaally moved o a modest
Astrame house at the northeastern corner of Mason and Van
Buren Sreets, which befiore long was known by Iocals as “King's
Clarper,

Given his deep engagement with politics even before his
arrival i Milwauker, King would have been well aware of the
power held by the Democrate Party in his new city, He may have
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been surprised, however, o learn of the depths of its power, as well
as its continued saccess, which lasied long after his departure ain
LHG1 Within Incal polites. for example, Afteen of the city's first
84616870 were [Tom the Democrang Party,
When King himself was persuaded o ran as the Whig mayoral
sndidate i 1850, he was qm:ndh defeated by a [ourta-one
margin by a Democrar, Don Alomeo Joshoa U Tpluvn, Ax the
state level, Milwaukeeans supported the Democrance candidate
for governor inevery election between 1846 and 1881, and the
pattern in national poliocs followed a similar end >
The ciy's sizable German and leish populaton; more than
any cther Gotor, ueled Demncratic dominance dhuring the frse
thirty-five vears of Milwaukee polites. Largely workmg-class
and Foreagn-born [or. over nme, the children of foreign-born
parcnts), Democratic voters often vigwed the Whig Party and
later Republican Party as. in the words of the Milwaukes Dailv

SIXICET Layors

News, for the “privileged few.™* When the Republican Partv of

Wiseonsin was olfficially formed in 1854, the German-language
Milwaukee newspaper Volkslreund reported that it represented
“a Holy Alkance of abolinonists, Whigs, Know-Nothings, and
Sunday and Cold Water lanates,™

Inaddition to the ideological deaw of the Demecrane
Party, many of its voters were fiithinl supporters of the polit-
ciangwhao hailed from the city’s ethnically partitioned wards

Demaocratic leaders from largely Irish neighborhoods (such
as State Senator Ed MeGarry, four-term Mavor Edward
(rNeill,
such as Sate Senator Frane Hocbschmanno, ciry conneilogn
Angustus Greulich, and Volksfiennd publisher Moritz Schoef-
fer) amagsed vores becanse they adeptly ganged and aricn-
lated the interests of thewr electorate, and then delended those
interests in ity and state polines. To many Milwaukeeans
with Democratic leanings, government, of which public educa-
tina was animportant part, was uot wholly detested, but i
continual growth represented an unwanted regolation of the
lives af citizens, ™

Unafraid of the challenge, King methodically edged Tng way

it Milwaukee's polincal scene, hnding that his most mean-
ingfil suceess came when fashioning himselfas 2 concerned and
energetc school reformer. Startng in the mid- [840s, he used
the platiorm of the Sentinel wopublicize his case, After tonring
the city's schools, which in 1845 sull charged tuinan and often
housed thewr stadents i inadequate facilines, be wrote in the
Sentmned, “There are butowo school houses, one of these hardly
deserving of the name,” and “there are upwards of one thou-
sand childeen | . foe whose education oo adequate provision
has vet been made™ Sensing indifference 1o his initial plea for
public schools, he followed s report with an editorial a lew

King purchased the Milwiaukie Gaily Sentinel in the summer of 1845, using its platform 1o fashion himself

a5 a concermnead and energetic school reformer.
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SENTINEL BrLipixg—MILWAUKEE 1843.

Milwaukee’s Sentinel Building, 1843

weeks later, statng, “It is for them [apponents of publie schaodls]
tey .l‘-;'l'_.' _— ['-.'.'|||'I |!'|r_'t'| in \\i]l [ |:|:’.:f-| Ealh c'!'lv;-:]'n'-ﬂ i|'| rEIr* |r[1r_i {is 5;11|-t'::_']'
those children to roam the streets inodleness |, L . or o gather
them within the folds of the public schools, and train them up
1o be intelligent, virouons, and wseful members of society,™ Like
Seward, King preferred e frame public schools as vehicles for
citizenship and civility, though their assimilationise rraits were
often i.I'L'.Ii'IH-!'I.]. "l.'k-]ll,'.l! g [ n'a.'::u'fl (_'I-:||:31||-[-.|irul -:'.'] 1 :-r}] :'L-I-r}i'[nn]'
Henry Barnard sisited Mibwankee i 1846, King printed his
speech in full in the Sentine], Turther revealing his position:
public schools should, as Barnard believed, unify a populagon
of “wxed characer, varying ceeeds; conflicang sentimenrs, and
ditfterent habisof the several classes.”™

Given the steady atrention King and the Sentned pad 1o
the Milwaukee schools, it seemed appropriare for the cin's polit
ical chite o send lim o Mincral Point carly in 1846 for the
tervitory's first education conventon.” Held two years before
Wisconsin became astare, the cormention was charged with
drafiing a list ol edueaton recommendanons far the staie's
canstitution. Much of what they submitted was predictable:
the state shouald appoint a superintendent, oegamze local asso
clations to “priomote a proper attitade om educanonal matrers,”
and Lacilitate the formanon of teachers’ asocanons. Revealing
hopes Tor a Wisconsin that would mireor is northeastern peers,
which King could deseribe in great detail, the convention alsa

aclvocared that the state Build sehool systems thiat were “sinilar
to those established wathin the past few yearsin, . New York
and Massachuseus,” which bave “conuhuted so materially to

imyprove the character” of schools in those siates,™

King was able to parlav his ime in Mineral Pomt into a
Seat onoa atzens’ compmttee tasked with drafing the school
provisions for Mibwaukee’s first city charer,™ Their proposals
were approved by the Territorial legislanire a short time after
with liethe clebate. King printed the adopted Lws o their enlivery
i thesennne!, eduorializing m an mtrocnonen thar

The general prosisions . . . are sitilar 1o thase in
[oece in the cities of Albany, Rochester, and 1 laca;
though they dilfer in some respects from each
of these svstemns, We entertan the hope thar our
Ciommon Schools, under this new svstem, will ere
lang take rank with thase admirable insdtunons in
New England and New York, where the children of
the commaonwealth mest and mingle togedher and
drink from the same Tount of Knowledge, Vire,
angl Patriotsin.™

The laws speafied that the comumon schooks be admins:
tered by a school board of commmssioners congisting of three
representanyves from each of the city’s wards, selacted and
approved by the mayor and the common council—both oFwlhich
wiere cotnrolled by the Democrane Parry thoongh the 705
The appointed hoard held the power w select and monitor
s teachers and principals, select rextbooks and curricula,
set tmton tates (10 deemed necessary), and manage facilities.
Impartaniy, the common council and mayor maingamed the
authority o allocare the school bodger, thius deternuning the
bomndaries of the syseenrs geowtle, ™
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The Milwaukes charter also addressed an issue thar was
noticeably absent from the state recammendations: the language
ol instruction. The charter stated, *Noschool | .. shall be enni-
tled w any share of the monys [sic] raised or received for school
purposes .. unless the English larguage be tanght therein as a
branch of Educanon. ™ “Branch of educagon™ in this ingianee
was key. English as a standalone subject would be required an
Mibwaukee, but individial schools wouald maintain the freedom
to teach all other subjerts—science, history, and geography, e
example—in a language of their choosing, presuimably one thar
st fully mer the needs of thetr smdems, King refrainedd from
commenting explicitly on this issue in the Sentinel, and one
might speculare he was remembering Seward's expenence in
Neay York miore than a decade before, His hands-ofl approach
paid off. After a stnt on the cinzens’ committee, he was chosen
as e of his wanrd's represeniatives to the board, and at its inau-
wural meetng, his fellow members, many of whomn were Demno-
erars, elected him board president.™ His goal, and theirs, was
to provide iion-free public educaton o the cnes children.

It3s mooncevabile that a Whig ke Kang —n a ey dominated
by the oppositon —coul] éam a seat atop the public school svstem
without demonstrating a keen sensitivity (o the cultural, lnsaste,
andd religious differences thae surrennded bim, Whiledr may have
Been his sheer political acmity that won him the hoard presidency,
itis more likely —considering his mentar Seward's approach o the
New York City schoals —that King fund this form of diversity,
nperatng within a lroader framewnrk of cormmon schoal reform,

conygdetely acceptable becavse, uldmately, i facilivaeed the expan-
sion of statesponsored educaton. King appeared o believe, in
Seward's paternalistic words, that “knowledge trught by any sect
ot inany language) is better than ignoranes.” becanse i the
end, 1t leads stadenes *o become good citizens” The moment
solidificd the city’s acceptance of King and his involvement with
its public schools,™

By the end of its frse full year of work, King's hoard had
manzged to considerably expand student envollment while
keeping thie schools entirely free, To do so—omna $2,700 budget
that preciuded the constructon of new buldings—the board
negotiated with local Methodist and Catholie churches 1o hold
classes in their basemens and often had w hod eachers willing
w accept 4 meager 3300 salary for nine months of work.” The
micdel proved unsusiaingble. Milwaukee s common couneil,
unwilling o increase the budget for the 1848 school vear,
suggested the board charge mition to offser the looming hscal
shortfall: led by King, the commassioners considered b ulii-
mately dismissed the idea. As the board stated inthe Silwaukes
pubilic schools GrseAnneal Repore: *Ieis the desive of the Board
tn make the Public Schools, as far as possible, Free Schools; w
throw open the door w all, without money and wathont price;
tor shut out all disnnetions, and o place on the same fhotng and
to treat with strict equaliey, the children of our iy, no matrer
what the condition, creed, or circumstance of the parenes,”™*
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POPILS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SMILWUIUREE. !

L) F
A The Pupils must all Hppane at the appuimted hours, with
their hunds and fees clean ; and hair combed, Tree rom lioe,
ieh, sealidl head, and other contagious dizenses 3 and  with
their elothes clean and mended, o
2, They muost be eareful of their schiool books ;- which ire not
to bie soiled, torn, ot serilbled in. ,
3 They most be regalarin their attendonce § and never loiter
tar oF from achoal,
4+ They must ohey their instructors; and strietly observe the
riles atdopted for their goyernment.
3. They must attend di‘:ignuﬂlf' to their studies,
6. They must not study aloud, or mske any improper gestures,
oF UnnECEEsry nodac, -
7, They must neither write, tall, nor whizper 1o each other du-
ring sehool hours, -
. Thf}mnm not lenve their seats withoat permission ; nor
remiin at play longer than the time preactibed for them.
9. Fhey must in’ nll eases speak the tuth,
10, They must not quareel witl, strike, or abuse caeh other;, on
any iopasion.
11 They must not, eilher in speaking, or writing uss profiuns,
indecent, or offetnsive longuage | . |
12 They should be politc and respectful in their behaviour ;
7 and neither de, norzay, anything io injure the poron, foel
ings, or proporty af their neighhors, or assoeinios,
13, W sehiolur shall be admitted into the sehool room, who does
not ¢ within fifteen minutes of the appointed  hour.
. 14 Noue but the ehildrin of setual residents, chall be admitted
into the Poblic Schowls ; and hﬂ[i!lp“ shall be reeoived, in
any quirter, afior the end of the first month, unless the E;
renis havaresenily moved into the district, or the pupil 3
been detnined from schonl by sickness, or other sulficient
By order of the Beard of School Commissioners,

onnse. s &EG, President.
H. f+ Abbey, Sevrelary. -
i keee, Fez, 1HAR G ny
= -

The school board, headed by King, mandated a rigorous set of rules
for public school pupils,
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While King and the board echoed the heliel, commaon
amemg pulbihc school leaders natonally, that tax-sapported educa-
tion conld reward personal meritand prevent the hardening of
sovial elass divigions, the children of Milwaukes who labored
on the streets and in mdostry, whose parents needed thiem o
contribuee financially, likely saw the issue differently. Whether
boy or girl, German or Irish, black or white, education came at
tivy great a cost for many famibies. Purther, on the question of
race in partcular it isworth noting thar, while black children
could coneemwabby atiend the public schools in Milwaukee, their
fathers would niot even secure the right wvote unml 1H57, after
years of petitioning both locally and in Madison. As in any era,
educational expansion did not mean racial equality

Nonetheless, in Hght of the board’s commitment o fres
education, King used the Senting! 1o bnild support for increased
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municipal fonding for school construction projects. In May
|47, the city held a special election concerning a rax increase
(lene-fourtle of one percent) that would provide S13000 over
a ten-vear period lor the erection of multiple school bild-
ings. Imploring his fellow Milwankeeans, King suggested the
current infastructure could only accommuodate one-thard of
the ciry’s children and rermnded them that there was “but a
simede respectable Public School House inthe city.” Rellecting
onee more bis ties o che lavger Whig reform movement, he
also made numerous appeals to the city's republican sensibility,
fear of lawlessness, and civie pride. “Universal Education is the
cornerstone of e Republican Institutions,” he wrote m a May
| editorial, and “apon this foundanon, and this alone, can they
rest safely and seourely.” He continued, *Every doflar expended
upon cur Pablic Schools s, L saved inthe expense-of onr Jals



COURTESY OF BALWALEFE FISELSC SCHIMNLS

Rufus King International High School still stands today on'West Olive Streetin Milwaukes,

and Poor Houses™ and leads to “the preservaton of Liberty,
and the maintenance of the Law,™

Milwaukee’s population increased more than tentold
between 1840 and 1830, and with i, the number of taxable
vitizens and enterprises, I the city was goang 10 offér niiversal
education, constructing more buildings and contracing mare
teachers was paramount, Many of Milwaukee's leaders, of all
political persuasions, spoke openby and often about the impor
tance of the rity “keeping up” with the other hurgeoning
commercial centers of the region, Chicago in particular.®

I 1847, as a resule of King's persisient advocacy, the swelling
of the city’s populaton and tax coffers, and garden-varioty
micknineteenth-century urban boosterism, Milwaukee's voters
passed the measure, compelling the common conncil w injece
mulii}'u:ar finding intei the school SySEeIil b bhe used explicithy
for the construction o schools, King and lellow board member
Edbward Holion, a key hgure in the aity's raslroad developmens,
were appointed project superyvisors, and the new buildings—"a
two-story brick schoolhouse i every ward™—cost $4.000 apiece
and featured multple clsseooms and individual smdenr desks,
They weleomed their first pupils in the fall of 1831

Between early 1852 and 1860, the number of permanent
teachers employed by the public schools—a further indicanon
of the growing size of the insituton—jumperd from twenty-three
to sixty. During the same peviod, the average teacher salary
rose apace, albeir along gender lnes: from $200 for females
angl $500 for males, to $300 and $800, respectvely. In fact,
the entire operating cost of the schools, which was 52,700 just
over a decade carbier, exceedad 370,000 By B35 T manage
the interwoven challenges of growth and unifirmity, the board
hired s fiest fullime salavied soperineendent o 185%, It came

as o shock when King announced that e would be delighted
tox full thies vole. Clinng hissteadbst compmorent o Milwaakee's
public schools, his supparters reasoned that he would Al “the
post with distnetion, bringing about g decided improvement
i the management of the schools,™®

Despite the impressive number of reforms achieved by
the board in the [8530s, the insttnion of a public high school
retnained elusive, onee more proving that Whig proposals
requited Demuocratc support. As early as 18446, Increase
Lapliarm, King's close friend and ally an the board, agreed w
donate thirteen acres an the city’s West Sade for a lngh school
campus. When the common couneil denied the funds needed
o erect the building, Lapham persisted. and even wraveled
throughout New England. albeit unsuccessfully, w secure dong.
tioms from symipathizers. When the hoard revisited the idea in
H857, they resolved to rm three high schools, two ol which
aperated an the top Boors of grammar schools'in the second
andl seventh wards. Faced with tight budgers that were swetched
even thinoer by the Panic of 157, however, the common council
shashed the school fovd by meore dhan balf over the nexe few
vears. down w §32,000 in 1860."

Losing more than hall' of its annual budget was a hoge
setback for the growing school system, and the board was
forced to dismiss sixteen wachers and suspend classes in the
entice-sysiem [or two months, Inihe face of underwhelning
enrollinems, the board also relucrandy shunered both of the
high schoals and discontinued its plans for a third ¥ Tn tact,
a continuously operating public high school wonld not arrive
until 1868, and only after a mandate from the Wisconan seare
lemslature, lts establishment was nearly twenty-five years later
than in cities simtlar o Milwaukee, such as Cleveland | 18446 and
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President Lincoln and Secretary of State Seward signed King's appointment to the Papal States.

Cinoinnan [ 1847), and wwelve yvears Liter than Chicago | 1H56).
Whiat is more, school board records from the lae TGS indicate
that, despite King's efforts, one-third of Milwaukee's children
were still completely unschooled. ™

Besivkes derailing a number of school reforms; the: Panic of

1857 afteceed King personally. According o historian James 5.
Buck. King was prone to ignoring the financial healtl of g
newspaper while attending o other interests. 3 That year, thanks
to a number of crippling hnaneial sethacks, he was forced 1o sell
his stake in the Sentnel 1o two publishers from New York, The
new owners gave him the opportunicy w sy on as editor, an ofter
King accepred for three more years, The modest income from
the Sentinel, in addinon 1o his $2,000 salary as superimendent
ab schools, allowed King and bns famaly to remainan the city, By
decade’s end, though, twas clear that their funare in Milwaukee
was unsustainable, King came 1o aceept that his tme in the city,
and the Midwese in geneval, was coming o a close.

The Whig Legacy of School Reform in Milwaukee

With letters of recommendation from several prominent
Milwaukeecans, King set out for Washington, DO, in carly 1861
in hopes of securing a more suitable means of enplovinent, and
his early connecton with Seward, now secretary of stare under
President Lincoln, proved key. By his second day in the city,
Seward liad spaken to Lincoln on his behall, and—emblemae
of the reach of imd-minetcenth-century political Evortism—had
seenred for himea post as mimster to the Papal Staes, effective
immediately.™ On his way 10 Rome, however, the Givil War
broke out. King ook a leave of absence 1o organize and then
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lead the lron Brigade, journeying 1o Lialy o take up the minis-
terial post after he left military service in 1863,

King did not retucn from Rome unal 167, and he never
fived in Milwaukee again, Without question, however, he made
a permanent mark on the city. Beyond bis work ac the Sentinef
and e the sehool board, King founded multiple clubs and
prganizanons, most ol which reflecied his Whig penchane for
cultivating a Protestant morality, a vibram republicanisin,
and a hurried modernization of America: among them, the
Milwauker Light Guard, the Fire Engine Company Number
Oine, Saint John's Episcopal Chureh, the Milwaukee Boat
Club. the Milwaukes Cricket and Baseball Club, the Sons of
Temperance, the Fourth of July Commission, the Poor Relief
Commmission, and the Excelsior Society of Native New Yorkers ™

King's relatively short dme in Milwankee was productive
brecause of the partieularn, and at dimes suceesstul, political agenda
he pursued, ene that is difficulr wo Bally grasp withour also consd-
ering his very active, and extraordinarily privileged, past. Like
by mientor Seward, King concewed OF a public school systen,
though rooted in assimilationist ideals, that could be adapeed 1o
meet a number of diverse local netds, in particular those brought
on by religious and hnguisue diversity, To reformers like King,
differences in language and creed did nor need o stand i the
way of provading a free educanon to the city’s children. W9

Notes

I Boufug Bang Je, "Mikbvaukee w50 Faul in 155, Weconen Magazne of Mmoo 12
(e 169 Exerpis from King's ketters wene '!_'-ul:-lia.lu'd inthe Mitwanker Sentine! g Augusi
7, 20, and 25, 153%, For detailed account ol Ring fime i Milwaukee with a foesonschools,
see Kathleen B, Cade Gromes: " Bofis Bing: Clvic siad Palivical Leader bihe Develap il of
the Oty of Midwe ke PO dissertarion, Margucte Unherdiy, 19096,



WWHE |V CE B 2D 5EE

General Rufus King, seated in uniform, ca. 1862, as photographed by
Mathew Brady. King left Miiwaukee in 1851, fought in the Civil War,
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T Kikig, “Mibwankes to- 5. Poul in 155
4 When Kive Jr took on esviicrship, the o
Sentinel It became the Doy Sentivel amd Gezzette o W40 amd the Mihimokee Sentnel
151

L Frar mecse o 'L'.'I::'.g cukure s .;|:|:-|'||r|.|1'is.c-|'.-'|=_'1.'|r 1'|'I'-'|r_:- mnd Democrars see Tramie] SWalker
Hove, Tl Pobitdeid Gl e o the Armerdean Wilagaf( ||.-1-:-~:. aiversity ol Clicans Pres, 15790
0. Wl America’y Prebalic Schoels From the Comriten Scfool i “No Cladd Left
Beling® (Baltmiae: The Jobms Hoplking Unnersity Press, 20050 20-21.
[[8 .I.'C_I.I.!.v]l.. U llwankee v S Faol” 102 0L For meee anihe eflegt of midmard CRIRSIEITY
an the Midwes, |:.|r|i| nkrly '.'.Inim_ﬁn. s William Cirronon, Vimre = Jrf_-rn:y_h.i:i-.: Gl
el the Gireal W [Neaw York: W W Nortan, 196

1, For a broad svervicw of advithers in tracepor aton end commundeation, sce Bane] Walker
Howe, Whar Hath Giod Wroughe: The Fransthomaimn of Amenpa 805 180 { New Yeoic
Chelrd 1 .:ix-:l-‘il} Freess, 20008 Chhodes Sellers The Market Heiialosinn; ,r.n fsrwian Anerioe,
T s Yok Oeclord Universiy Press, 1910 and Sean Wilensz 'lli-.'-":"!r'.f (TH e

i FLLES s
e ol the mewspaper wiis the Mihwaoke Dy

AT ]Err.-\.r 4

& King, “Mibwmaker to 5t F "l 1A

G King, “Milwaukee to 5, Fagl in Ib.- A

|I f-'-l a ....q r.|| e .|| -.|-. itrmest of IhJu,- King St ede Brohert Eina, Bt King Amerimum
j y alina Press, 19080 and, thowsh bess s bokarky,

i Tew Yok Nichalas T Brown, 1KE246)

Edwara Hale H-:..I ..l"«.,rlr"\- .K;h.'.' and His T
H Hiovee, Whiae Hach God Wioiwghe. 45
1% Cihardes h.i‘lsl’. “Houahe King: Sofder. Edios, aod Stapesmon,” Wiscmsan Mg of Ay
71, An matedd by Hewe, |..:-|i||.'a ars] rellpan domvmmied American colimr m this
|I'|r rarss was lroely the creature al ™, ., ||||-::~r AT :n"u_'n,g-]. e and ._'u[-'l.ll:rul far
i ||.|=<1:.=:"||. etntls” Tin i The |n'-|il il pireis '-ul ||:-|'-'[ et the e ws of paigy
leaclers io the electorate " See Howe, The Paboicad Cotore of the Auriertcan Wags, T,

1% Perry HAIL © Befin King and the Wisconsm Comtinitinn, Wisconwa Magasine of Hisioany
J2.40 19400 407,

14 Hill, “Bafies H.'-rq aml the Wikomsin . Consmucion,” 7 For more b i_:':"J|"|'.i;'.I| indnr
madion an King !‘ o ,i.||=|l.'~ Sl Bk, Piobese Hiry of Aifvaekse, Voalime TV
ihlibwanker Blibvouker Nows O, 18761, T0-85,

1%, HHLL “Bufies Bany anid the Wisconein Consteution.” 417, Sewand bad vun for governos m
1845 ot seas defaaed by his Bemperatic oppeaem, Willlan Marry,

16 Tharis Reearne Troodwin, Team of B el The Palitdcal Geerius of Abrafvarn Lameofm MNew

iy shsts, "

{Mew York: Haaie Bonks, (00F

Yook Sunea & Helinster, 20051 =17, O Weed and Seward, Goodwin wriles "They made
un !::r-!|::i-'.'|.l=|.| lesm uﬂ.—"-ﬂ i wWom o ".';J-.K."Iu'.l'!a'. mioTe i-:|r-'J §C, eiier Eq'l!lil."‘!.l o e
the emnndxns ol the rrowe, Weed wasmore pracikzal, o realistic. mome skifled Wll1lli‘.'l_h'
electiongzand gering fsirgs done,”” Weed was u gkifled amd posverful pofitical hoss and dealt
da I!. with peilEscal m||-.|u-. Iin G, the L\i|||;;\:\, ead e ||.|i Weeil
wrlles] epistodun:,” Gro Ahwin noles, weas part of what bl to Sewands ks 10 Alisaleain
Lilgs § |}' IPL:‘.- !'t.l'l]'.ll.\l ran ..\:-'Ilvl 1] [ 'Jn.l'-".'lllinll
“Rufizz King and the Wisconsin Grnsbusion,” 488,
":: {ar I'k =t le, Potlars of ke Repoblic: flanuman Schoold antd Amsericay
Jew Yea ke FREl aoned Wang, 19831, 164

O Kacale, Piltass of the Kepobdie, 168
i Knestle, Pillapr of the Repohiic, 157,

1. Dhane Kavich, The Gread Schood Ware A Hiseoey of the New Yiux Ciey Public Schonds
1l
B For psaniple, e Willkan Sevasl 1o Bufie King, Feh v 145, Bag |, Folder 4, Rufis
anid Clarles Wing Collection, Carsall University Ary i Dol Upiversily; Waukesla, W1
. Hill, *Bubus King and the Wisconsm Clornstibutions,™ 415,
2k Hill, “Fashas hang arcthe Wisconsm Constiution.” HE,
15, Cliawlee King, "Raofie Kin e Sadder, Edisnr, and Stateamm

b oskir ik 1

IR 196

YATH | md

ATF Chomiee, YRl King,™
T Margo Amderon gsd Victor Greene, eda,
Umnersity ol limsis Press, 20090, 1020,

97 Beryrel Saill, Mdihwrankepe: Histcny of'n Cary (Madison: Suee Himorical Seciery of YWisconsin,
a5

FPrespectver oo Mikeaukee s Pagt (Ubana

W Andecson and Greene, Peigprecrves oo Milwankee’s Paer, 21
T sl Milwapkee: Histors of @ Giy, 159155
g quested i SGlL Miheaekee, 3485

H1 Rubus King Je. Char Puhlic Schonls.” .'I.Ln‘w:u.'pc-'-
12 S, Afilweerkes, 95 Tarmore on Milwankee liest schuls and farther esamples-of
:\1"'u A DA T irim 15 vl silaiect, see Treanes, "Rl King, #0289

3. Hill, “Haifias King i-'uJI i Wiscomsin Constitmtian” $14

. Joeeph Sche ol Winconsiti's Free School Sysem,”
Hestory .01 1923
15, Hill, "Ruls Ki mel thie Wiscrmsin Canstitgtion, ™ 410

Hi, Bl King Jr, "4 Ace i ReBarion o Clomieon Scheols nvhe iy of Bilwouikee
Miwaekie By Senoged, February 18346
L7 S, S e

3, Rubuy King |

“f"'.l.ufl'.l'n| pember 14, 1§40,

“Llrigin Wimtnnun Magarine of

R i

A At i Belatinn e Common Schanls ™

B 16l P ROls Kine and the Wiseonsin Caneritutinn, ™ 155

i For juoie Mhilwwiskee Liocaixl Mihwougee ool Mo
Al Repors, the fret Sar ol whilch aee printed in James Smih Bueck's Plosoer Higory of
Miwevkes, Vokrme 1T,

4L =il Midvwanker, 217,

12, Mitiwnkee Sehonl Bomrd Annual Beposs, 1547

3 I BP0, there were culy 176 Alvican Aoe icads liviog D Milwdaker, less than ane-Balf
ol one percent oF the ciity’s o6l gopualaion. S foe William Tralter. Tr., fhiwck Mifwaikes:
The Makinr of an Induestread Prodedmeree. 190510045 (Clecago: Unrersiy
N0, ey~ T.

1 Bufis King v,
i R
Cirenenn, Watuie s Aderopiolis,
4a, Sall, Misvankes
A7, Sl Milwawkes
18, Still, Mikwanise, 219
449, Sl Miesackee,
an, Sl AMfitwaaker, X
Sl Milwarkees, 241,

2 Bk, Fioneer Hpnye of Mibvaukes, Volnme VT, 7883

53, Chinvles King, YEafies King Saldice, Bditor: and SEteaman
Lincatly 4o il Wikerisin gewernar Alasnder Bandall  hsphice. King
place in Boane s vears Baer

M. HEll, *Basbie B and the Wisconsin Constitetion,™ 4149,

i the arigiis ol the ae Lhe

al ki Press;

Hall We Have Schonl Howeses#* Mibvankes Sentinal] Moy 1L L1E47
an the dinetecnth-entiry fivaliy between Ohicage sl Milwaaker, s«
1415,

175881 King peravaded
toerk Raiwlalls

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Kyle P. 5teele iz an assistant professor at the
University of Wisconsin-Oshkesh, where he
teaches courses in the history of education,
multicultural education, and education for
social justice. He researches the history of the
American high school, as both an educational
and cultural institution, and the ways that high
school systems have struggled with inclusivity
and equity since their beginnings. He holds a PhD from the Wniversity
af Wisconsin-Madison.

SUMMER 2018 27













































	Book Club ToC
	1-Return
	2-Void
	3-CCC
	4-Mary
	5-Yankee
	6-Women

