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Working hard for Wisconsin
taxpayers and planning an
exciting future

Thank you for your support!

For more information contact
Kate Easton

Director of Government Relations
(608) 264-6442 wisconsinhistory.org
kate.easton@wisconsinhistory.org
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Collecting, Preserving, and Sharing Stories Since 1846



Who We Are

The Wisconsin Historical Society is the state’s
memory and premier storyteller. We make

major contributions to Wisconsin’s economic,
educational and cultural health, and are stewards
of a nationally recognized historical collection.

We have a national impact through innovative

initiatives and programs.

Our Value

Our programs, historic sites, museums, and
world-renowned collections, library and archives
inform and entertain while also challenging

the public to think critically about their place

in history. We promote Wisconsin tourism and
our historic preservation program reinvigorates
neighborhoods. We believe that increasing the
public's knowledge of history has profound
societal, cultural, and economic benefit.

WISCONSIN HISTORY CENTER:
Building America’s Next Great History Attraction

e 100% design of the history center approved and authorization to construct
granted by the State Building Commission.

¢ Surpassed $53.2 million in private contributions toward $66.5 million goal.
¢ Revealed the first architectural renderings to great public and donor enthusiasm.

e Launched Scholarly Advisory Committee comprised of American historians and
educators from across the county, including the Smithsonian, to advise storyline
development and academic rigor of project.

e Completed schematic design and moved into design development phase of
exhibition planning, which includes further refining storylines, artifacts, and
themes in the center’s core galleries.

e Began site preparation and demolition in fall 2024 with groundbreaking
scheduled for 2025.
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Educational Opportunities for All

7,608 PK-12 audience members served at the History Maker Space inside US
Bank Plaza on Capitol Square, including 5,972 students as well as educators,
staff and chaperones, through field trip and summer camp programs.

44,227 K-12 students visited our historic sites and museums (23% increase).

6,000 students participated in the National History Day program, with
454 competing in regionals across Wisconsin and 58 qualifying for Nationals.

56,814 students used our 4th-grade state history textbook.

44,940 hooks sold by the Society Press, including 9,741 student titles &
texthooks.

242 people from 4 states and 46 Wisconsin counties participated in our 17th
Annual Local History and Historic Preservation Conference.

Statewide Impact & National/Global Reach

220,173 people visited our 12 historic sites and museums.

55,607 people reached through 32 pop-up events and displays through the
first year of the History Makers Tour.

193,366 patrons served by our Library & Archives.

11,130 active members of the Society.

551 consultations provided by outreach staff to local history organizations.
229,301 followers on Society social media channels (13% increase).

7.6 million unique visits to Society websites from across the world.

$59.5 million in value earned from global media coverage.

Public/Private Investment, Revenue & Jobs

$11.5 million of the Society’s $35.3 million in total revenue (33%) came from
private gifts, endowments, earned and service revenue and $2.3 million in
federal grant awards.

$5.2 million in total earned revenue includes $3.2 million generated by the
historic sites and museums.

$1 million in retail sales includes $909,940 at historic sites and museums.

The State Historic Preservation Office approved projects that resulted

in $212.7 million in income-producing historic rehabilitation work on
255 buildings in Wisconsin, bringing $22.1 million in federal historic
preservation tax credits to the state and creating a projected 3,922 jobs.

$15.5 million in private funds raised by the Wisconsin Historical Foundation
for the Society.

*Note: Percentage increases referenced are over FY23 wisconsin history,org
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