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PREFACE 
 
 
 
Archivists at the Wisconsin Historical Society began collecting unpublished records of the Civil 
Rights movement in 1964. Within a few years, they had gathered hundreds of boxes of papers 
from major organizations and key individuals. Some of these collections were microfilmed in 
the early 1980s, and since then thousands of researchers have consulted them. 
 
In 2012, the Society began digitizing records that document the 1964 Mississippi Summer 
Project. These files – more than 25,000 pages --- were made available online at 
www.wisconsinhistory.org/freedomsummer to help the nation commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of Freedom Summer. 
 
In April 2013, we brought together here some of the most important documents for the 
convenience of teachers and students. Feel free to download this sourcebook and share it with 
classes and colleagues for non-profit educational purposes. 
 
Copyright in these documents belongs to the individuals who created them or the organizations 
for which they worked. We share them strictly for non-profit educational use and believe that 
this conforms to the fair use guidelines of the U.S. copyright law. 
 
We also attempted to contact people who may own copyright to personal papers, and many 
generously permitted us to include their work. You, the end-user, are responsible for obeying 
the copyright law in any future distribution of their writings. 
 
Questions and comments about this sourcebook or its documents should be directed to: 
 

Michael Edmonds  
Deputy Director, Library-Archives Division 
Wisconsin Historical Society 
816 State Street 
Madison, WI 53706 

 
michael.edmonds@wisconsinhistory.org 
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FREEDOM SUMMER ABBREVIATIONS 

 
 

 
COFO  Council of Federated Organizations 
 
CORE  Congress of Racial Equality 
 
DNC  Democratic National Convention 
 
JFK  President John F. Kennedy 
 
KKK  Ku Klux Klan 
 
LBJ  President Lyndon B. Johnson 
 
LCDC  Lawyers Constitutional Defense Committee 
 
MCHR  Medical Committee on Human Rights 
 
MDFP  Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
 
NAACP  National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
 
NCC  National Council of Churches 
 
NLG  National Lawyers Guild 
 
SCLC  Southern Christian Leadership Council 
 
SDS  Students for a Democratic Society 
 
SEDFRE  Scholarship, Education, and Defense Fund for Racial Equality (of CORE) 
 
SNCC  Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
 
VEP  Voter Education Project 
 
WATS  Wide-Area Telephone Service 
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FREEDOM SUMMER TIMELINE 

1963 – Events Leading Up to Freedom Summer 

Aug 28 - The March on Washington - Officially named "March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom," 
this mass demonstration draws 250,000 people. Martin Luther King delivers his "I Have a 
Dream" speech. SNCC's chairperson John Lewis criticizes the federal government for failing to 
protect the civil rights of Mississippi residents. 

Sep -       Mississippi Voter Registration Project Proposed - Bob Moses, director of SNCC, proposes a 
Mississippi voter registration project to the SNCC executive committee to consider at its 
September 6-9, 1963. This is the genesis of Freedom Summer. 

Sep 6 -    Atlanta SNCC Meeting - During this four-day meeting, SNCC debates Moses' idea to focus on 
Mississippi voter registration rather than conducting direct actions such as sit-ins and boycotts. 

Nov 4 -   'Freedom Vote' 1963 - More than 80,000 people participate in mock elections to disprove the 
white claim that Africa-Americans didn't want to vote. Several dozen white volunteers from 
Stanford and Yale universities came to help. Press coverage of their effort sparks the idea that 
using white volunteers might focus the nation's attention on the injustice in Mississippi. 

Nov 11 - Greenville SNCC Meeting - At this four-day staff meeting in Greenville, Mississippi, SNCC 
debates bringing 1,000 northern students to Mississippi the next summer. Many staff are 
opposed, fearing that it will undermine local black leadership. No decision is made. 

Dec 15 - Jackson COFO Meeting - At this meeting in Jackson, Mississippi, COFO appoints Bob Moses its 
project director for voter registration and Dave Dennis assistant program director. 

Dec 31 - SNCC Executive Committee Meeting - Leaders finally endorse a Mississippi Summer Project for 
1964 that includes large numbers of northern white volunteers. 

1964 - Freedom Summer Project Planning and Events 

Jan 16 - COFO Proposes Challenge at the Democratic National Convention - A COFO subcommittee 
proposes challenging the right of any all-white delegation to represent Mississippi at the 
Democratic National Convention (DNC) to be held in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in August 1964. 

Jan 22 - Hattiesburg 'Freedom Day' - COFO helps 150 black residents of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 
attempt to register to vote on 'Freedom Day.' Clergy from around the country assemble to 
support them. 

Jan 31 - Activist Lewis Allen Murdered - Local NAACP organizer Lewis Allen of Liberty, Mississippi, is 
shot and killed for his support of voter registration efforts. This tips the scales for undecided 
COFO leaders, who agree to go ahead with the Freedom Summer Project. 

Feb 9 - Freedom Summer Project Authorized - COFO formally authorizes the Freedom Summer Project. 
They hope a large influx of well-connected volunteers will focus the country's attention on 
Mississippi and force the federal government to pass voting rights legislation. 

Feb 28 - Canton 'Freedom Day' - In Canton, Mississippi, COFO helps more than 300 black residents line 
up at the county courthouse to register to vote. Though there is no violence, they are guarded 
by police with shotguns and tear gas. It is the state's largest voter registration attempt up to 
that time. 

Feb       - Freedom Summer Project Brochure Circulated - SNCC describes the Freedom Summer Project 
to supporters in an 8-page fund-raising brochure. 

Mar 21 - Freedom School Planning Conference - The National Council of Churches hosts a Freedom 
School planning conference in New York City. 
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1964 - Freedom Summer Project Recruitment, Training and Events 

Mar 30 - Freedom Summer Project Announced - COFO officially launches the project in a one-page 
press release. 

Mar-Apr- Freedom Summer Project Recruits Volunteers - Volunteers are invited to apply to work in 
Mississippi during the project. 

Mar-Apr- Freedom Summer Project Enlists Local Help - COFO appeals to local black residents for help 
hosting and supporting volunteers. 

Mar-Apr- Freedom Summer Project Locations Assigned - Project locations are decided, with staff and 
volunteers tentatively assigned to each site. 

Apr -       Mississippi Legislature Enacts Restrictions - New laws are passed that restrict picketing and 
leafleting and expand police authority to intervene. 

Apr 12 - Black Candidates Nominated - COFO announces black candidates will enter the Mississippi 
Democratic Party nominating process and, knowing they'll be excluded, also run in a parallel 
'Freedom Vote' in November. 

Apr 14 - Volunteers Interviewed - Interviewers are told what to look for in northern volunteers who 
want to come to Mississippi to help with voter registration or teach in Freedom Schools. 

Apr 26 - Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party Established - The party is formally established at a 
convention held in Jackson, Mississippi. 

May -     Blacks Barred from Local Democratic Party Meetings - As expected, black residents are barred 
from participating in the Mississippi Democratic Party's local meetings to choose candidates 
and convention delegates. They hold parallel Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) 
meetings and choose their own. 

May 5 - Freedom Summer Project Volunteers Confirmed - Applicants receive acceptance letters and are 
informed on how to prepare for their roles in Freedom Summer. 

Jun 14 - Volunteer Training Begins - Volunteers begin to receive training at Western College for Women 
in Oxford, Ohio, sponsored by the National Council of Churches. The first group attends 
workshops until June 20. A second session runs June 21-28. 

Jun 21 - James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Mickey Schwerner Disappear - Three project workers 
who left the Ohio training a day early — James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Mickey 
Schwerner — are reported missing. They had gone to Longdale, Mississippi, to investigate the 
bombing of Mt. Zion Church, which had offered to host a Freedom School. They were arrested 
in Philadelphia, Mississippi, on their way back to the COFO office in Meridian, and were never 
heard from again. 
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1964 - Freedom Summer Project Implementation and Events 

Jun 29 - Freedom Summer Project Begins - Roughly 500 volunteers and staff are at work in 25 locations 
around the state. 

Late Jun - Residents and Volunteers Continue to Face Violence - More than 40 incidents of harassment 
and violence occur around the state during the last two weeks in June. By July 1, 1964, 
Mississippi has had five bombings, four murders, and numerous shootings of civil rights 
workers. 

Jul 2 - First Freedom Schools Open - The first Freedom Schools open in the Mississippi cities of 
Clarksdale, Holly Springs, and Vicksburg. 

Jul 2 - Civil Rights Act of 1964 Signed - President Lyndon Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It 
outlaws major forms of discrimination such as segregated facilities or voting laws but provides 
weak enforcement powers to the federal government. 

Jul 22 - Martin Luther King Visits - Martin Luther King visits the Mississippi cities of Jackson and 
Vicksburg to show his support for the Freedom Summer Project. 

Aug 4 - Murdered Volunteers Bodies Found - The bodies of Chaney, Goodman, and Schwerner are 
found buried in an earthen dam on a farm outside Philadelphia, Mississippi. Local police had 
released the three young men to the Ku Klux Klan, who tortured and murdered them before 
burning their car and hiding their bodies. 

Aug 6 - Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) Elects Delegates - The MFDP's state convention 
in Jackson, Mississippi, elects delegates to attend the Democratic National Convention (DNC) to 
be held in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in August 1964. They hope to unseat the all-white 
delegation sent by the mainstream Mississippi Democratic Party. 

Aug 8 - Freedom School Convention - A statewide Freedom School convention is held in Meridian, 
Mississippi. Students from around the state review the summer's accomplishments and draft 
resolutions. 

Aug 22 - Democratic National Convention Held - In Atlantic City, New Jersey, delegates from the 
Mississippi Democratic Freedom Party challenge the right of delegates from the segregated 
mainstream Mississippi Democratic Party to represent the state. Their testimony about 
conditions in Mississippi is broadcast on national television and hundreds of supporters 
demonstrate outside the convention hall. Democratic National Convention (DNC) officials reject 
their challenge and they are not seated. 

Aug-Sep - McComb Violence - In McComb, Mississippi, nine black homes, churches, and businesses are 
fire bombed over the course of three weeks. 

Sep -       Freedom Summer Project Leaders Travel to Africa - Entertainer and civil rights supporter Harry 
Belafonte brings exhausted Freedom Summer leaders to Africa. It is the first time that some 
Africans have seen black people working in leadership positions in government and the 
professions. The trip helps the civil rights leaders connect their work to the liberation struggles 
of former colonies in Africa and energizes them for further work upon their return to the 
United States. 

Oct 31 - 'Freedom Vote' Held - Because most black Mississippians have not been allowed to vote in the 
official election, Freedom Summer Project leaders organize the 1964 'Freedom Vote.' This 
parallel election is held from October 31 through November 2, 1964, during which more than 
68,000 people cast their votes. This proves to political leaders that African-Americans will be an 
important constituency to address after the barriers to their participation have fallen. 

Nov 3 -   Official Election Held - Lyndon B. Johnson is re-elected President of the United States and 
white supremacists win Mississippi's five congressional seats. 

Dec 4 -   Mississippi Congressmen Challenged - MFDP challenges the right of the five white 
congressional representatives elected in November to take their seats, on the grounds that 
blacks were systematically excluded from voting. After nine months of legal and political 
wrangling, the U.S. House of Representatives rejects the challenge in September 1965. 
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1965 – Events Following Freedom Summer 

Jan 16 - FBI Indicts Murder Suspects - The FBI indicts 18 suspects in the murders of Chaney, Goodman 
and Schwerner. Local officials immediately drop all charges but, under federal pressure, the 
men are re-charged the next month. Seven are found guilty when legal proceedings end in 
1967. 

Aug 6 - Voting Rights Act of 1965 Signed into Law - President Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act into 
law with Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, and other civil rights leaders in attendance. It not 
only prohibits discriminatory registration provisions but also empowers the federal 
government to send its own registrars to local courthouses to make sure the law is obeyed. 
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FREEDOM SUMMER DOCUMENTS 

I: Background to Freedom Summer 
 

 
 

 
The Mississippi Freedom Summer project was an effort by nonviolent civil rights activists to 
integrate Mississippi’s segregated political system during 1964.  Planning began in the fall of 
1963. Volunteers were recruited in the spring of 1964, they trained at Oxford, Ohio, June 15-28, 
and worked throughout the state from June 29-August 22 when the project officially ended. 
 
However, work began in the summer continued for the next several months as activists 
challenged the legitimacy of the all-white delegation to the Democratic National Convention in 
August. And because most African-Americans in Mississippi were not permitted to vote in the 
fall election, activists held an alternative election that proved black Mississippians would vote in 
numbers sufficient to bring about significant political change. 
 
1 SNCC Mississippi Project, August 1963 
(3 pages) Internal memo by Bob Moses proposing a large-scale voter registration project in 
Mississippi; starts by reviewing earlier work there and describing the opposition 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1812 
 

2 The General Condition of the Mississippi Negro, October 1963 

(20 pages) Pamphlet prepared by SNCC to educate Freedom Vote field workers 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1772 
 

3 Notes on Mississippi, November 11-16, 1963 
(4 pages) Notes from a SNCC workshop in Greenville, Mississippi, which reviewed the 1963 Freedom Vote 
and debated the idea of inviting northern volunteers for Freedom Summer 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/17673 

 
4 Minutes, COFO meeting, December 15, 1963 
(5 pages) Typed minutes of a meeting at which the Freedom Summer project was debated again 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/3100 

 
5 Outline of Mississippi Project Areas 
(6 pages) Summary of the political situation in each county, arranged by Congressional district 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9874 
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1 SNCC Mississippi Project, August 1963 
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2 The General Condition of the Mississippi Negro, October 1963 

THE G e 11 E n ALe 0 N 0 I T lOtI 
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t ha t rer.r. to .. oocuhlt ..... 1 d~t. t h. c r.fer, Faf
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aod ~9 , 7 p. rc.ot of ch. noowhltl raf .. op.rator. ".t. :1'l:fO •• , 
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618 . 0 331 

Oetobu , 1!l€ 3 L.bor OOlla,.d 
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tv .... l ~'O '001 1960 , the t o t .l pop ul . tion " 'G. ln.d ...... ly the •• 0. 
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th . flrat yaar for IIh ich ". b •• e d •• t h r a t. d. t • • 
r .f l ac tion of the continued 1 001 .t""d.rd of 
lll.a l •• lp,,! lI.ero •• a"ht, I" .ddltlofl to • l .. ,k 

aec ••• t o ho.plc.l ear. . (Ch.rt 3 . ) 

Jabe' '!o rul1n h hllr .. o~uUt,. tat .. , l "c. 1920 t O t bll th rae .. 
b.". \O.". ral l ,. Ilonll dovou.rd . Tbll r.ta fo r lIoo .. h1tal , hova • • r, 
..... " S II pwl r ,J 1" 1957 .lId cont!n ... d .. pu. rd untll 1 !:)6 1 ',han It . tatt
ad downw .. rd .e.ln (Ch.rt 4). It t .t •• no , t . rt , t lc. l S.lIlu. t o 
.. "d.rlt.nd "h. t the fI U .. r •• r a ll ac t ' 111 111 •• 1 •• 1'1' 1 th., Ch"fl"'" 
of a 1I.lIr o b.by dyln ll .. 1 thin the Urat ,..u of Itt • • r. a t b .. t 
t wlc. t ho •• of I uhlt. bib, . ThollUh ao, t bib 1 •• of bo th r.c., do 
' UtV'v. , N., r o bab l •• b.v •• S r •• t .r challc' o f . t . ttlll ll Itt. " lth 
., h.,.,lth h.,lId lc .,,, . In con .. .. llltl •• vhe t . U'JJ t o., • ., t l ,"bJ . ct t o 
.. .,jor "Br ••• tton ."d di.crimin. t ion , th . n.,g r o baby i. auth ROr., 
11k.,1, to be born p r e .. atur.,l,. . P r ell. rur . b.bt .... ay Bot IKc.l l .nt 
c. r " !1 ~h 'Y a r . bo rn 1n o r .... r • ho.plt.l H1th • ~od . rn cant.r 
for pr.aAtur. lalan t . , bu t rl0i r O •• In llhl l •• lppl a r . t . r R. t , d.
" hd r ht • • (T.U. 6) 

Ar. Dt,trtbutloll - Tab l . S coopa r ., th. ch.ns •• 1n the ".S r o .nd 
.. hit. popll1.clon .. hlch h.Y. occurr.d Anon; diff.r.ot '8. s roup. 
h.t ...... 19S0 .nd 1960 . Du rinn thi. d.c.d. th. t ot.l popu l . tl on 
of ·U.ahatp,,1 r ••• t .. . 4 .1.0a t Clo. ..... . 1lo.ar. u., .. ".t {"t F •••• 
In th a wbi t . popu l . ti on a"d a .. et d.cr ..... I .. th • .,o .. whlt. popu-
t a tl o B. KOlt . , u"lfl t a ot f o r H.gro •• fa the 1art. d.cr •••• tn t he 
~ rou p .g.d 20 to 34. O.c.u • ., "ork.r. to t hl •• S. rroup .r. tr.d l~ 
tl o n.l1, pr .f.r r ed tn h ltlnt tor .. eu ' .. p l oym.o t, th' a ch. oS. 10 
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a.,ort for !UII . Fhld St.ff, , 
.,e ~o.,olttloo of tba populatl~D •• , eODtrlbuta to Iner •••• d •• -
,lo,..at opportuolt, for ,oun!or n.,ro... Tb •• Itu.tioo .a, al.o 
.dd to tb. dll •••• of e.plo,.r. who.e blrias pollet •• . eontinu. to 
fa .. ot wbire votkeu aDd "ork.t. ulld.r )S ,.ar. of .s. . (Cbare S) 

In 1560 , tb. N.sro ,0pul.tlo11 w •• 
o .. er tvo-tbi r d. of the N.sro.1 in the 

........ Of the 19 , H' parlon. "ho a',rlud 
frolll rur.l ar.a. Into Hi .. I'llp~l eitt •• , onl, , plreoot .... 1'. 1I0D
whit.. Tb.re obvlo ... ly b., b •• o nO 11.nlfleant rural-urblD r.dtl
trlbutloD of tb. nOD-vhit. populatloD vlchlD tb •• tate durtD, the 
l.at dee.d.. Thi. 11 lar,al, • r.fl.ttloo of tb. fltt tbat .. ,10,
•• nt op,ortunlrl.1 for rurll oOIl-vbltl' 10 tb. It.t.'. tOYOI aod 
ehl •• ar. poor. (T.bl. 7) 

COypt .. yarl.tlool - ~.bla a, .bcvln, tb. n •• ro and _bit. ,opul.tloll 
10 19S0 .001 1960 for •• cb couot" r ..... l. the bl,h ,.re.ot.,. of 
W.sro •• io .OD. ~ouotl •• aod tb. con.ldarabl, hl,h out - of-.t.ta 
.1Sr.tloa ,akloS plae. . Tb.t. It. 29 count I •• vb.r.ID R •• to.1 eo.
.tltut •• or. tb.o SOt ot tb. ,o,ul.tlnn . Rlndl, C.lhoun •• 01 Coa· 
ho •• ar. tb. eountl •• with tb. Ilt ••• t ou.b.r. of M.,ro •• , Tunl 
ea, Cl.irborn. , .nd J.tf.r.oo b.v. tb. l.rS." p.rc.nt.,I. ot N.
s r o.. . Th. '1'1. CO"1II001, r.t.rrld to •• the "Culf Coa.t" bl' 
.howo ch. onl, ton.l. t .IIt lner ••••• to popul.tl~Q durlQR tb. la't 
d.~ld. . SlSlliflc.ntly , tbl, tl tha ao.t .fflu.nt .cOQo~lt ar.a or 
ra810n I .. tb •• t.t • • 

cltl •• , wi 
perc. lit or .or. of 

- T.bl. 9 .hov. the 18 elti •• IQ '11 •• 1I.~ 
-;:;r;-;'"" of Sr •• t.r tbao 10 , 000. la .11 ot 

.xt.ptlon of 8110.1, H.8ro •• too.rltut. 20 
th. tot,l populatlo .. . 

aducatlon.t Att.innent 

A, .bOVD In T.bl. 10, In 1960 ~ Hisroa •• S.d 2S .od ov.r h.d 
co.pl.t.d aa .... r.'. of 0111, .i. y.ar. ot .tbool . Thl. I, tlv. 
, •• rI 1 •• , eba" the aver.,. tor wblt ••• fha .... r.s. 1 •• V.1l 1.,a 
ln tb. rur.l~f.r. ar ••• vh.ra • blah proportloo of n.,ro •• Ii .... 

RJ.CUlf LABOil. FORC! AND !lIPLOYtl!MT TRENDS 

Pr9port19, 19 ch, t.bot F9ri. - Tb. proportion of M.,ro •• iD tb. 
labor forc. II ... r, .1.llar '0 tba pro,ortloll for vhlt... fh.r. 
i. a "otte,abl. d1ff.r.oc. I .. the ,roporeloa. vh ... the rac.i .r. 
di.ld.d into •••••• hou ••• r. Th.r. 1. a sr •• ter p.r cont of M.Sro 
vo •• ", p.rrltularl, urban •• rrlad 1.,1'0 wo ..... In tb. l.b~r fore • • 
chan whit. wO •• n . ~h. ,ro,ortloo ot M •• ro ••• to tb. labor fore. 
t. notlc •• bl, lov.r tbon the proportion ot whit •• al ••• ('.bla 11 
1001 Cbltt 7) 

". , 
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4 
• 

Un"I'IploYlllerl t - Tab la 12 aho'" t hat i n 1')(,0 t he ..... r.St. un ... ploy
",,"t .., .. t e for "01/.: '1'0"" ",a. ",-o r a than SO p e r "lOot " r""ter than that 
of vhlte •• Chaos". in t ha ratea f o r t he tva r ace. ftoo 1 9 S~ to 
1960 vore r olotlvo--th" 'ane , fb i , chenge hal bo." en unfavorable 
cone , r ... ':'trine 1n , .. , unellpleY"'''l\e ,at" fel' f!.~ roe. of 7.1 pe r ce nt . 
(Char t· 8) . 

Se, ell ' ~ .. on~ diffe r ent "S" Broun. - tab l e 13 .ho ... . for 1')60 , the 
votl.t~on. a t dit fAr en ' o g ... 1n the labor f oree Itat". of Nc~roe. 
1n to,,"pa,laon "tell "h lt e l!IBn and ,",,,men . lib .. ", 67% of .11 !lejtTo 
.. en age. 14 o r Clver l'ere i n t h .. labor force '''''''pa,ed t o r e llsh l y 
75 11 co f .11 whlte ""'" II all!;n lficanrly hl~hn' " , .. porti on of 'l e r, ro 
.. en II lIder age 24 and ova ' all" 65 ,n re in the Lebor fer"e . 1'0 1' 
bo t h :Ie(; ro tlen and ',hite .... n be t ".eD t h .. ale. of 20 .nd 64 tha 
r a t e. of l ~bor fotc. ,atti c i paticD vexe cOllpatable. Tha patte t n 
aconR ~ooan _hov' '01'10 air,n ltl c.D t coatt.st. . The p r oportion of 
!Iag r o ... o ... ·D i D the labot force " •• higher t han for "hit a WO'l'" tn 
ever y aBe t roup e.c .~t a§e. 14-19 .nd 20-24. Amo ng whi t e wonen . 
th .. ralta of l abor force partiCipation d r op. after &1e 24 (ebout 
the eve ra!!:e ale of "arriage) , wher ee. for ::eIlTo ,'n"." t he r at. 1n
cre •• ee throu &h the 4 5 - 49 &se g r oup. 

I nd ust ry DlI tr! bu t1 0D - In Iabl .. 14 , it 1. appu·.nt t hat of the 
r oueb t y on.- h. lf 1'1 111ion .ap l oyed !laC r oea I n the S t .te , more then 
a third .re unployad in agricul t u r .. 'l i th more than another tblrd 
.",ployed In .ervice I n,hu tr i.s • . Unbe li evable a. it "'Y .... M. 
t hou&b 11 . a r ou cOl!l p ri.e a l ",o.t 40% of tha tot a l e .. pl01.d labor 
forca, only about 4 1 /21. a r a a",p I o),ad in .. anufactu ti ng lind .v.n 
1 ••• than that in construction el!lplOI'!:l.a_nt . 

- Table IS reveals that of tho ta regroa. 
'l:' e~n ba categorlz ad a •• killed .. o r l:e rs. 

~:;:;!: ,:;:;, ! :' of t.ho," unenp loYlld "ere pr.v 10"tly •• ",i-tkill ed Ol>~ 
~ o r kindrad wo rl:e rs, 31 . 92: .. er. non - ag rlevltural taborert 
snd 21 . 5S1. "o rl' fa r n l abore r •• Thus , ove r SO" o f the uDeTlployed 
Ueg n .. a ve r e unskilled laborars . 

t llcom: 

IlIco"e of f lln !.lias , 12 , 0 -1 269 - 'I ab l .. Hi .!Ind Cbart 9 prnent the 
!:ledi a n 1n(:0",e of a ll ,lerro and uhita parlon. for tbe yell r . 19S0-
I S60 . ID 19fO Il a Il ro C!! ba\! an .ve.ra ~e I1nllual ine lla, o f $6 06 , ooly 
291: o ( t he "".rICa i DCOma of S2 , 02 J amo n~ uh1tel . The dif f a r enee 
•• a ... p articularly ",Id., in "lew of t he feet t hat a highe r propor
tion of «eg r o fa",11), ",enber a .re tn tha labor fore •• The da t a in 
tha prev io" •• ec tlon on Lebo r fnrea and e.mploy",.,nt sho., t hat • 
hitha r p r of'o tt ion of I'esto ",.le. undex liS. 2' a .. d "o"a", nvar "r.. 
24 a r . In th., 1.!>o r fo r e" t han t . th" Ca'., a .. ong .. bl t a • . 

The r a 1 , e r.,lativ.ly 'Malle r diffe r erl t ia l be t " .en !'.&roe. snd 
.. bi t •• for urban •• co,"pa red vit.h rural p., r .on • . tn 1960 , th .. 
• v.raSe lnco", . of urban l1eg t o ....... J3l1: of the ava r as ..... "'IIS 
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Ruport for Miaa, 11ald Staff, cootlnuad , 
... bit .. , a dac llna from )SI In 19:10 . Tha urban Nal r o la.11]' 1n 1960 
had an a9ar.,. In( om' of ~871 , comp.r.d wi t h an .v.r". 01 .bout 
52600 for vhlt a. . B, t va.o 19)0 and 19 60 the av.ra,a Income of 
urb an whlta. 10cr •••• d 'Om. $800 , vhar, ••• mooa Near o" lt in-
cr •••• d 1 ••• th.o $200. A.onl r ur .l parlOOI the •• dlan Incoml of 
Naaro •• Incr •••• d from $390 in 1950 t o $474 In 1960 vh.n i t v, • 
• bou t )1% of t ha aver.ga for vhl t . p.rI008. Thi. r ep r e.aotad a 
r . l , tlv i dacl10. from the $390 .ver 'g' of 1950 whlo thl rur l l Na
gr o'l avaraga loco .. a we. 41% of tba avaraga a .. oog rur al ... hlta •• 
Tba moDel' incom. of both N'Sro l od ... b it l p.rlOnl ItuiD' on lar •• 
r ••• lned 10v .ad I nc r •••• d r . l . tiv.ly 1 •• 1 th.o t hat of rur . l non
farm .nd urban f •• l1ia. 10 tb. yair. 194 )-1 949. 

HOUS I NG CONDITIONS 

St 'thtie, .... "",11nl hou'ing condit i oD' for !!1&al'llppl N'SrD" 
ar ... om,vh,t .hockinS . In 1960 tb. t l vlrl 207,611 houllol untt. 
for Ml •• 1a.lppl Nla t o ••• Of 't h ••• , 38.1% v.t. ovo.r_ .. ceup t .d . 
and 61. 9% vera r .nt.r_oe cupl . d (.taotlte.otly out 01 lt~. vtth 
the 0.tloo.1 pr .. portlon of ovn.r- .nd r.oc.r_oceupl.d hou.tna). 
Of tba 207,611 hou ...... DIy on.-third c.o ba tl ••• 1ftad .1 bltoS 
In .ound coodltt~bl tha o th er. h.va b a.n tl •• 11ftad •• alth.r 
dararior.tlog or d11ap td. t ed . Of tbe b ..... to rur.l .'1' ••• • 0.1'1' 
1'% .re W1tb .. ut any piped w. t e r .t .11 .od over 90% of thela rur . l 
ho.a, had ~o flulh t oi l . t s , 0 .. b.thtub .nd no Ihowar. (Ie. T.bl. 
17) 
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APPENDIX TABLES 

TABLE 11 POPULATIO N OF !'ISSlSSIPPI DY COLOn 1900 1960 . 0 0 -
I!ollwbit. 

Yeer Total 
l!u1!lbe r I rer centa ... 

1960 · ... ..... 2,178,141 920,595 ~4 .4 
1950 • • • • ••• •• 2 , 178,914 990,282 4So5 
1940 · ........ 2,183,796 1,077 ,469 49.1 
1930 · . . . . . . . . 2 , 009 , 821 1,011,744 50.5 
1920 ......... 1 , 790,61S 936,656 52 .5 
1910 ......... 1,791,114 1,011,003 56.2 
1900 ......... 1,551,270 910,070 58.6 

Sourcel U.S. Sur.au of the Cenlua 

TAIlLE 2: EST:IHATEIl BIRTH RATES , ST CO LOR I SELECTED YEARS, 
1920_1961 

e • , '" letioD 

Yu.r lIoDwb1u \lhl U 

1961 34.8 !,1.8 
1959 36.6 20 . 9 
19B 36.6 2-3 . 2-
1950 31.6 2.2 . 9 
1940 21.3 10 . 9 
19H 25. I 10 . S 
1930 24.0 23.1 
1915 23.' 14.1 
1920 22.7 16.3 

TABLE 3: DEA~H nATES, DY COLOR, SELECTED YEAR~, 1920-1961 

, .. "' .. I_Don , l att 

'Year l1 0Dwhlte lIh.l to! 

1 ( , 1 1 ! .0 e., 
1 01 '9 11. 4 . .. , 
1 9~ 5 1(, .2 • 0 1 
19 50 11. 2 ••• U !, O 12 .6 ,., 0 

I n s 11.6 ' .1 
193 0 14 . S 9.' 
1 <1 :: 5 :~:i ••• l .:'z..a _1· ) -• . 
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TAB LE ., DEATIIS UlfDCq 1 Y ~fJl, l SELECTED YBAns . 1 920-1 9(01 II 

•• t b • 1 000 0 ' " 
Y04r Ilotlwhit o ' !bit . 

1 96 1 50 . 0 2J . 5 
1 960 5' .' n .5 
1955 U . • H.' 
19S0 42 . 6 28 .1 
1 945 44 . 1 36 . 1 
1 940 60 . 9 46 . 4 
193' 58 .6 41 . S 
1930 6 4.5 H . O 
1 925 l ~~ ' I ~~ : ~ 

SOU'r"" : lIiaalUII " 
, S t a t a Board of lIeal eh 

TAIILn 5: POPULATIOn OF lrISSlSS I PPI , II Y CO Lon , ACE , AND SEX 

Sou 'r ce. U. S . 'B ureau of th" Can .... 
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TABLE 6:POPULftTION OF ~ISSISSIPPI , BY RACE AND URB~I_RURAL 
RESIDEIICE , USO 

TAB LE 7: URBAN AND RURAL MIGRATION , BY RACE , IN MISSISSIPPI , 
USO-U60 

AREA 

TABU: 8 , COUtrrY B~tAKDOWN Of POPULATIO . N A NDH IGRATIOI{ 

County 0," 8t10n ["lIO . onw 1t, ,onw " " .ns, 
ot Non ... hitt. 
1950 - 1960 

d~. 37 ,7 30 18 , 695 "9.5 _16 . 1 
lcof'TI 25,282 3 , 333 13.2 - 111 . 6 
~ite 15.573 8 ,1111 3 !oil • 2 -19.1 

't'tll.ll1. 21,335 9 , 5116 1111 . 7 -17.5 
e n'ton 7 ,7 23 3 , 609 116 . 7 _ 6.3 
olivar 511 ,11 611 36 , 9113 67 .8 _111.1i 
a1houn 15 ,911 1 11 , 310 6 27 .3 ·1.3 
4rr011 11.177 6 , ~OO 58.2 _26.11 
hicka ..... 16,191 6 , 511 38 . 5 _ 22 . 7 
hoctaw 8,1123 2,520 29 . 9 211.3 
lll.irborn. 10 .8lf5 8 , 2115 76 . 0 _ 7 . 7 
lark, 16,_U 6 , 1192 39 • II -17 . 6 
1.y IB,9f1l 9 . 719 51.3 - 3. 7 
oahOllla 116,212 31 , 582 68 . 3 -11 . 11 
opi. 27 , 051 1'1 , 059 52 . 0 _13. 7 
OYington 13 , 617 11 , 7111 311 . 8 _ 9 . 1 
~.oto 23 , 891 1'1,6113 n . ) -11 . 11 
~" 52 722 111 752 28.0 13 . 0 
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TABU: 8, COUtITY BRtAXOOWH OF POPULATlON AND MIGRATION , COWl" • 1.) 

3,800 110. t _11 . 7 
1,217 11.6 '.5 
1,929 23 . 0 27.9 
9 , 057 1i 9 . 2 - 7 . ' 
2 , 255 16 .1 10.6 

It , 256 lILl 43 . 5 
711 , '110 110 . 0 17 . 1 
19 , 501 72 . 0 - 20.) 
13 , 335 69 . 8 _11 . 2 

2,1100 67.1 _28.3 

." 5.' - 6 .1 
1oJIlcJceon ". 10,8611 19 . B 61 . 3 r .. r 16,909 B, 501 50.3 -u.s 

e/feraon 10,1112 1 , 653 75.5 _ 9.1 
T.fferaon 13,$110 l,IJlII 511 . 8 -13 . 9 
onea 59 , 5112 15,ft1l7 25 . 9 ••• 

lx_per 12 , 271 1,11119 60 . 1 - 21 . 0 
t.fllyatte 21,3 55 7 , 21115 33.9 -10 . 11 
..... r 1 3 ,67 5 2 , 232 16.3 5. D 
LaudeNlale 61 ,119 a,_elf 35 . 0 D. ' 
I,.auranca 10,215 3,861 37 •• _18.9 
Leaka 18 , 650 8 , 101 143.11 -11. 6 

'" "0 , 589 10 , 289 25.3 - 3 . 5 
iLeflor. 1t7,l112 30,11113 611 . 6 _13 . 8 
ILincoln 26,759 8,352 31.2 '.1 
\.ovnd •• 116 , 639 17,768 38 .1 3.' 
,Madbon 32 , '011 23 , 637 71 .8 _ 5 . 2 
lillrion n , H3 7,185 33.9 _ 6.0 
Marahall 211 ,503 17 , 239 70.11 _ 2 . ' 
"onroe 33 , 953 12 , 021 35.11 - 12 .3 
J'(ontgoeery 11 , 320 5 , 971 1411 • 8 _ 11.1 
Ilaahaba 20 , 927 S, tOl 21 . 2 - 11 . 5 
tlewton 19,511 6,567 33.6 - 16 •• 
tlo,<ubee 16 , 826 12 . 102 11.9 _18 •• 

rtibbeha 26 , l.75 11,IIU 113 . 1 _ 2.6 
flno1a 28,191 16,226 56 .11 _ 1.2 
earl River 22,1111 5 , 190 23 . 2 15.5 

Perry •• 7115 2,1112 '27 . 6 ' .1 
Pike 35 , 063 15,1108 '13.9 _ 1.9 
Fontotoc 11 , 232 a , 286 19 . 1 _13.9 
Prentia. 17,9119 2 , 186 12 . 2 _ 6 .3 
'Quit_n 21 , 010 13,3011 63 . 3 _15.3 
Rankin 311 , 322 12 , 818 31 .3 - 6.2 
Scott 21,111 8,137 38 . ' _13.2 
!Sharkey 10,738 1 ,11 91 69 •• _18 . 5 
Simp,on 20,11511 7 , 200 35 . 2 - 1.0 
Saith 111 , 303 3,2111 22 . 1 - 11 . 2 

1 , 013 1,711 211 .11 25 .3 
115,750 31,020 61 . 8 -18.7 
211 , 011 15 , 501 fi9 . 11 -20 . 1 
18 , 13' 10 ,11 112 57 . 6 D.' 
15,093 2 ,75 8 1' . 3 - 18 . 8 
13,'89 '" , .. -1 5 . ' 
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tAaLl! !I , COUUTY BlI.CAJ:DO'ru O· POI'ULAtIQII A!'ID l' lcnAt" l O'll , COHT'n. U 

COU"t7 Popu1"t10" n • • ·10 1lU1l1tl X !l oa~bltl III t CIII"II 
of tlo"vb l tl ' 
~ 

Tunlci 1fi, 816 13,321 79 . 1 - 24 . 8 
U" l o .. 18 , 904 3,31l 17.5 - ••• W"lthlll 13,512 6 ,1 00 45.1 - 16.9 
II"n',,, 41,2 06 19 , 159 " .8 -L' 
Ull hta ! t o" 78 , 638 4],399 55 .2 - , .. 
VI7"" 1£. , 258 5, 1109 35 . 1 - ,., 
1/.bltlr 10,580 2 , 641 15.0 - L' 
v t lU",on 11, 235 9 , 428 11.1 - ,., 
v t ... to .. 19 ,2 66 B, 393 43.6 -.. , 
'I'. lobulhl 12 , 50 2 5 , 540 44.1 - 1fi . 1 
'1'1 '00 31, 653 IB , I U 59 .4 -14. 9 

SOutC.1 . UaU ld Stltal !lur ,,,ul of , .. C. o.u. .od ' lll.t"t I . PP , St l t a 
!loud ot Hilltb 

TAU! 9. Ur.UII I'LAC BS Of' IIOU: 'I' !lA1I 10 , 000 PERSONS , 1t60 

PLACE TOTAL lIlllT! A.' nOIl'rIllTl 1!01l1lU 1T8 
POPULATIO'I 

I! O\LI fI'iA L!: HALl fllIAL! -
8110:0;1 U , 05 3 26 , 606 11 , 447 2 , 748 2,809 
ClIrkldll" 11,105 9 , B34 11,271 5 , 056 6 , 10\' 
Cla"" l ,,,d 10 ,1 72 ' , 90 2 5 , 210 1, 841 2 , 042 
Colu .. bul 26,771 11,022 13 , 7U 4,542 , ,396 
Corintb l1,Ul 5,334 6 , 119 1,0'2 1,215 

r "l",vtlll 41, 50 2 19 , 6)f 21 , 866 9 , 186 11,002 
r "lnwood 20,43 6 9 , 30 3 11, III • , 675 5 , 816 
uifport )0,204 15,064 15,140 3,010 1,306 

HUt l l,l"arS 1',989 16 ,6 44 IB,14S 5,189 6 . 016 
Jltl,..o", 144,411 61 , 619 16 , 80] 13 , 854 21 ,7 02 
Llural 21,88 9 13,169 14 , 120 4 , 615 5 ,351 
IcCo.II 11, 0 20 5 ,514 6 ,"6 1 ,5 31 1,882 
1",Utu ' 9 ,314 22 , 7ts 26,659 7,501 9 ,2 60 
I tc h"l 23,791 11,01] 12,118 5,633 6 ,71 0 

Pllt"80"ll 17 , 155 3 , 599 8 , 556 1 , 9 2' 1 , 9 61 
"p .lo 17,221 8 ,15 8 9 , 063 1.867 2,300 
ic.k.b" r l 29,143 13,422 U,721 6 , 098 7,'36 

T"so", 11,236 ' , 109 6 ,127 2,145 3,441 
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1> 
JAnE U. Y\'!An s 0 1' seaOO1. COllr1.Et Cl) Ill' r eASON S 2S os 01. !>EIl. B 60 

e OLOl NUlIDEIl. 2S 

NII . blt 383 , 0 11 

Wh it . 
RII .. bllf 68 1 ,9S9 
Pe rcen t e s " 

8 . 4441" · ''' I'' ., '" 1. , 

u .. 01 1 .. . g,, _<1'" No .. "h l ~1I - a"ed .. 6 
Uh tt .. - gradll 11 

Sour <:'11 U.S. IIlIrlau of thll e.o .... 

'!AII LE 11: EI1P1.DYllEHT STATUS OF THE CIVILIAN , NONI NSt'UUT I ONA L popu 
LATION IN tllSSISSIPP I , BT e0 1.011. AUD SEX , 1960 
(% <1i .trib .. e l on) 

MPLOYIIU IT 
TATUS '"' WRIT! "ORUIlTE 

" UR BAli RUP.AL i : ? RAL URB AN RU U L RU RAL 
NO N_ PAR" ,\RI! KON - F ARM FAnn 

." •• ~.t: I Tota l , " y. a r • 
••• oVll r '" '" '" '" '" ". 
h l uhor fo r <:. . 57 . 6 U.3 48 . 9 58 . 1 AS . 7 'Sol .. , h lab oT 
fo r<:. n 42. 4 50 . 7 Slo l 41. 9 4 4 .3 44 . 9 

1 0. l "bor f o r <:'11 I •• 1'10YII <1 9 6 . 0 !J4 • 6 96.3 91.2- 92 . 9 9 5 . 3 
1I0. . ... p10yIl4 .. , , .. 5.' ••• 7.1 .. , 

\pU",,, I •• 1 
To t a l, .. yaar • .. , o .. .. r '" 100 to, to, 100 100 

, 
I h l aha r f o r<:. o 37. 1 29 .1 24 .1 48 . 9 30.S 21. 5 ... h labo r 

fo r clI 62.3 10 . 9 75 . 9 51. 1 69 . 5 78 . S 

h l .bo r fo r <:' 11 
•• ploY ll d. !IS.3 95 . 0 9S .0 92 . 0 9 1 . 7 90 . 2 
II II IIa p 10ya4 .. , ,., 5.' . . , '.5 , .. 
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tApLl 11. COllY nun .. 
WlIIT! 1I0HWlIlT! 

'" 

tAut: \2 . I.ATIt or OIUlI!PLO!!lENT . 1930 -1960 

1950 U60 

IIb ito 

T~BU 1.:1: I TOTAL '" LA~OIl. FORCt (PCnCIWtAGIl) • ny lIe!S , 1960 

! ACI 'I,\LE Ft:!AU 

,MIlill1Tt It l!l!.!1L " ." , 
T .. ~. l. " '" '" '" '" y •• r _ ''', " I 16 - 19 33.0 1' . , 15.1 16 . 5 
20-24 10 . , 64 .3 l' . 6 40.8 
U - 2' 89 . , 92.4 4l •• 39.' 
JO- H 91. Z ,L, 41. Z H.6 
l~-l9 91. Z 9L9 U.& " .0 
60- 44 91.2 93. l' 49.1 46.6 
45-49 90.6 92 .1 ., .6 " .J 
SO-S4 117.2 89.1 ".J H.' 
H - U 8 1, 11 83.9 40 . ' 35. ) 
oO- u 12. " 11.0 ]0 . J 26 , 0 
65 - 69 49,0 ".9 11. '2 14 , 8 
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tULI 141 l"DUnRY CII,QUP!II'G OP E:IPLOTBD PERSONS, 1960 (P!RC!IITAGB) 11 

INDUSTIlY 

•• 0 

••• 

NONUK lT8 

,., 
I.' 

31.1 

•• 

1.5 '.8 
1.1 16 . ' 

11.4 

UN ITE 

,., 
16 ,9 

2) ,0 

HAJOK GROUP OOCUI'AtlOll or Tit; IXPBRJEIICED trll£IIPLOYED. 
1960 (p"CaNtIlCI) 

GRODP 

ar •• ra lad far Q .... 1.1 '1 
~D'c. r,. oertelala, pro prietor. 
;lar lc:al and klodrld worke,. 
Sal •• worke r l 
Cr.t t .... n . for ...... and kind r ed 
Oparlt ly •• l ad klDdrld work,r. 
'r lv l cl bo~ •• hold workar a 
S. rvl e. vorkara, IXI' II' I' prlvleo 

hou.,hold workar. 
r. r . l aborl ' l and torena. 

rarlO I .. d .. h •• 

,. , , .. 
• •• ' .0 

28.5 
29 .1 

0 .1 

, .. 
0.2 
0.' 
O. , 

10 .4 
21.1 

0 .1 

• • 1 
21.5 
n,9 

IAILI 16. MIDIA. tRCOME roa PIRSO.S . 1950 AID 1960 

. 
IACII 0 

" ,. Urb"" • <0' 1I,ara 

0.' 2.' 
18 . 6 
10.9 
'.2 

H.2 
2.' 

12.5 
••• 0 . 1 

1960 

Urb ... 

'.2 
0.1 
0.' 0.' 
O. , 

••• 39.8 

11.8 
31.5 
'.0 

n ll ... 1 

"UU $1,236 $1,126 $97l U,023 $:1,622 $1,065 
'o"vhltl f , .. • .. , U90 • ... • '" • " . 

SOllrcel • • • • a .. r .... •• " . • " C n, , 
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tABU 111 nCRO 1l00SIl'IC tu lI ISSlSStI'Pl. 1960 

Tot.l Royl1n! Unls, 
Own.r-occ~p!.d (I) 
Owner_ouupted U) 
l.nt.r_occupled (I) 
l.Dt'S-occu pi.d (X) 

COlldtsio .. 
OWD.r_occupild I 

.o~"d 
d. s .tioratlD8 
cI1lapldatld 

Rent.r - occDp!.dl 
lound 
d.to. r l"t.r.l .. , 
d llap !det ad 

v.tn: Supply 
Hot .ad cold pip.d I .. ,id. 
Cold only , p!p.d t",ld. 
Pip.d w.t.s out.id. 
110 pip.d ... t.s 

'" ... 
11011' 

Ihlrld 
' 0 bathtub Dr 

TATE TOTiL 

207 , 611 
79 , 059 

38 . U 
128 , 552 

61. n: 

36 , 656 
27 , 5A5 
14,858 

33,168 
Sl,629 
A2,155 

AO,870 
39 , 101 
27,502 

100 , 1)8 

62 , 160 
1 , 510 

137 , 881 

" , 991 
i , ZOl 

160,,u.3 

50ur"'1 D. S . nu r .... of t b. C. II .... 

I 

UI.IlJ.. 

17 , 1114 
32 , 91] 

42 . 3% 
.U , 911 

57 . 5% 

17 , 677 
10 . 055 

5 , 231 

15,2941 
15,937 
13 , 680 

11 , 181 
30,176 
10 , 229 

4 , 018 

52 , 481 
6,965 

18 , 378 

36 , 313 
1 , 807 

39,684 

18 

auUL 

129 , 787 
46 , 146 

]5.n 
8] , 6'1 

64.41: 

18 , 979 
17,540 

9 , 627 

11,8" 
]6,692 
29 , 075 

7,689 
. , 725 

17 , 27] 
g6 , 100 

9 , 6J9 
60S 

119,50] 

8 , 658 
40' 

120,729 
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~~ea~~~ WK. d~~e .4~i~att, b, J~ck Wi44i. ~"U 
~ubti.ke4 i~ the C.~'4' •• io~al R't04d. Ap4il 4, 
19.'. ~i4~. ka. b40u,ht tht 4tC~4d up to datt 

'04 Chi. ~ubticati04. 

n.. 9;,1 . Nww:iodo* Cc .... ,. ... ,· .... Cc ....... 

,.10; fs....,N.W. ..... C.. »JIf 
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3 Notes on Mississippi, November 11-16, 1963 

-
-

10'l!!S. O' JlISSIS4UI'I 

' el'ha1" thl ."t dgnitlcaat ruult or the rr.~ Vot. 
o • .,.,lp ... .La tJw aNI or O1'pa1&t.tloa&l ~ .. lo~,.t. Pot' _ tlr';:{ ..... f .... u1a.11 ,tate._i.d_ operatio. W I put lato 
.ttlot • .\ ""tro, ottl~ WIll .. t up 1. 1,_oll .. lUI. t114 •• k 
or 000 .. tlas aotl.1t1,. ~~ tn, .1a~ . ~ 31a.l"lppl 
.t. 11 ...... lutalllMl t o d 4 1a thl. pwopo.. ~ "rlM til" 
aoape .. lo .. l 411tr1et officI' , .. tt.)11.t.4 11l s.pwlItHol'. 
~ __ CII".u.l..,tlCl1al bal" t01' " .. tN.tloa 1ato Mlpabc1l'lns 
oltl ... .t. towu. ad !II. pre.cUn •• ..,.4 th,1r o.,.,..t1Da&l 
.OO~ 'beJllad the ott," ill etch ttwl ... r. Jart.-rUl w.H4. 
Coat.otl war. mad. 1. oltl" a.4 to~ pr,.,loUl17 uatouohe4 
bJ' thI ....... nt . .. be.51u.l"f ft. _~ la \be; o~ll.a t loa ot 
.. 0,..,118 . t.ate.'I'l1h Gouuot ht.. c •• tared 1_ ru •• 1a t!a 
:'okloa ottlol. • 0011.otloa of pho •• ~ooks tr~. aro~ ~ 
,taw .... baga. Lht, of ~l ptqIlo .... n.u..rllJ. ~.tOI", 
....... Jr •• bMuUot ... , u4 :.:,11\1''''1'1 1. U. ,talk wu .. ooolQU,4. 
~ " 1'" llt.urUg. ot tM ol'fll.&1uthul u ... to .nioh ~ -.t.. 11 •• oou.14 'be put. 1) a ... la1'oZl ... ,,1-. ,..1&,. MlIW 
a) to" ooor61utloa ot 'Wort uU..-lt1 .. I) ~ol' tn. p~l'lna 
ot h . ol'WlloUoa .'ttO\l.t loul pro'tthzl. 01tblll' ol a o' 1t,. 
or pu,.oMl • tur. f' tor 1JI,t,l'aUs pI.pb ab;)1i t t'.d'l'al 
prOp'llIIoI &1 tel' oca taot1aa; ptl ople about; tM po,.."t ot poll 
t.uA, a} t r:n.- ooat-o tt", "0110 about l'eJi1atal'ifl,l to YOt. 
7j tor .. ttl.r..l u.p "".' US- 111 d1!tu •• t ~ rto ot tlla Ita. 
8 tor arra-sIn.5 t or u'llll:lra a t .lt1ns:' 9) :or ~ 
t~> ~ 1IO ...... t ot .~t all4 pl ople 1Jt S-_-.l fro ___ 
pUo. t o .. otborJ 

~ FrI.ao. Vote .I=vai sa, ~1.tI4 .a .o~.r " 
_I tollo-nd 'ttl I \lll La aot!,.1t~1I t.!u'o!I"lb':ut ~ .. Ita". 
0. r.oftlllbor 10 t:b1l' t ,. aut!' ~opl. WIN brou,gbt tos,tblr 
tor a tiq 4&,. _Ottklhop ft10h ~1MIt.4 1 ...... kl. otatt' 
IIlIt".... 

• 
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\'M lIo~l' 14._18 Or"llT1l1 • • t. tt _.tlng ". pJ'i-.rllJ 
oon~llI'ud wUh 1'0\1:' pl'Qbl.!U 1 1) cho rob or whit •• 1w ~ 
ao'¥l:l:t4.llt 2) tt.. tr'-,l" or JiOl'thIlra ,~):I.t. to tJ. ~U&ht 
lato lU. .. l .dpp1 thl. _ I' :5) P"'U .... trbloh lII1gbt bad to 
P'Nt.r 1'~1 lIlT01 __ 1D ~ .tat. ,ad .) .bttbolr COl"O 
abo\O.d .,,0." 1' •• l~plUl4e.t ppl1 l:~ Qa1 ;IIll'tr or work Wi tt11a 
~YI t.raJlllwol'k ot t~ u1dt.ag puoU... Itou o t t b ... 5ft"Ob-
1-. .uo .... nUIU,. r. l olve4 a t tn. ar.~"llb ... tan. 
F.rMp, the gr'UM' . .... '"' ot 4ho" .. loJl •• d.votee! to b 
O •• t1oa wt tIU l"~l . or 1Ib.it .. 1n "';II JIIOT..Q6At. A ~.r 
01' l)'to;)l ..... 4 to que. Uoa 'M~l' Wh1 e.. Mod u ., roll 
. ork : • .: 11th1:a tlw ~gro c O .... lnUr. ltb.lla 'OkAolt}'di;1J:t.K 
• .ru.in .~tto .. l ,.d"'~kg .. to ~ 1I:Iap or blaok ,.e 
~1t • • orklag top$tln~ tla7 _atal:w4 t.r .. t Chi. -s
otte" bo~ 0:1.' or wh1te ie.dUII b~ ~ u4 ellat 111. Ordlr 
t o Ul¥l.ll"llllM 1'Ad' III tu.t41J C..trOT ~ tHllbt 111 _hite 
.~o,., 1t .... ~ratl,", that b .,n_.t .. l a t.1& 
bl.aolc I .. d.-rllllp. i"or . -.btu •• o.r ar,gued,. t.l:at White. ahQIll4 
onlJ "'Qt", i a whitt; l OiI aqm 1t1 .... 

So» lit th1, eollfl1ot OVU tM 1'01. oC *!ltt. , 1.1'0 '. 
iR:n1teblJ •• ,.rt ot thot baok .... h or tbe J'loI..:toa Vote Ca.J:p.lp 
1. "el4b OYel' .t&'ltT l at. I.e ~*0r4 .tU&1011.t. o&t"A 1: U. 'alii 
.t&t. to wor:.r:. aut I. large pa.rt of tluo oo~lot. wtwt.! .. :r 
UII4I.:rato.od at thI 1:1t1O or Il4t. atf_cl tro. I. •. ".aat1ar.oUolil 
.. U.h the .. tlU". 111 .. b1oh deo1al oq W.1"e _61 durlrl4 the 
Tre.d~ Yot. ea.pal6B. bo~ ~ l lok ot .., ol.arlT eerl~4 
~cldo""_k1Jl8 _d11nU'J .. 4 tn. llaotlGU" oC ~ oa.~ 
uo .. s 1t1:.ttd that tu1ul.o1l •• 1t tb61 were to be _ " at aU. 
bt .",. 1.11 Jlckac. 1.1110 011 the _pot. ~.Tlt.bl'1. l t • ..-4 
to 1:W;,1 CIa tr. .tatc .. tl10ugh tba7 \wne OIling exclud.", f'l"oa t.~ 
4eo1doa--k1Af; proc .... With the qGDoentr..tion or- Whlta. \a tbt 
NBtn.l ortl M • • jj. l'ul.llt oC tba '~M1OA 1ft atak_wle. ~oth1t1 •• ... " 
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COQCUl're at need tor l~ciall l.4 ~opl" i t , •• l1li4 t o plopl . 1. ~ 
tl.1.4 •• though .-Mtn _re btl_tdt 1n",01"6 1.a tM 1.11C1.10-
IIIIldna proe ••• where.. tl::w,. tb'~l!lv ••• e r e exolude4. 'l'h11 
1111:-1" .. 110110 ... IUIt 11I.ttrelr without b ... La. But to thI uunt 
that it _II taoue it ... IIIQr e the r et'lult or .. " • • tty_l •••• who 
.... 111 the otticl to dhcru .. and t.pb_llt lde ....... .tlw.. or e..lip.) 

Ito •••• ntt.l o.ba::r" h".. •• r. _l"rc1 troll! thl1 d110UIII101l. 
Thera ... 11l11P1,. ao 0 ' w1111ng to OONI out ot the Ibld in order 
to _k 11!l the J.okIOIl ottica . Oll t1w o ther baad. there ..... 
• t:roof16 _nelate direoted to the antt!'. ltoa!'t. thougb In . tr •• t 
pr~111 to the oentral ottloe, to .tt ... ,t to Inyo1v. =ore 
li .. gro K.1nlll1pptaal l , • .go fro. Juk.on ~ta e. ColllStd lat» th .. 
1IIO .... t • 

•• "11 
"""'''' '"' u. 
la11n 
sncc ..... ,or17 
atate ... "" _ ••••• otal 
tOl' .... "'.dIt& :a. t l oN.!. alIA olt.te t or 
81''' tel' t .c1.l>tl 111 .... 01 ft_nt 1. Ilohd tb.a t 
tor the t'1r. t ta. tla JUlt1" bIl4 people OJ!. hl.1WS 11\ 

or troubb.l It aJ'gI...-.d that b,. rlM41ng 
In:otMrll ~1t: .. the elltl re OOWl~ woule be 

;;;;;i.;,;i~ .~ or Ua de l.l or rr .. 4ot1! 'I'h1oh ex1lt.4 
1ll the .tIIt. tb!. r e denl l!'0"~.' wculS be l MTi'tabl,. 
rued Wi tb • o:D1e1e or .unlobat _p1 t'!l.tf; tJlI. tit 1J01Il4 baYe 
to aot- .. Other •• howe .. r. a,1Jlt&IMd that tbe real1t,. or et:oh & 
j)l'009 __ .ould be ohao •• it not eotllal blood.bad. ~ st.:r ao uld 
.... er handle a 111&1111 .. number or "Ita, e\tMr oraaa.1u.t1oMll,. 
leuppl 1 tna. Witb .ur:lale.t thiAg. to do or .~nietr.tl~elJ 
(house. r .. 4 • .. 101 bo"" thea ou t 01 .1all) . 'lhe orglJl1u.t1oll&l 
M"lo~Dt or the Jtegro. s or lft .. l .. 1ppi .pUlc! be .cre eet_ok: 
thaa ae_aMd bJ euGh .. 1ra~ .. loft. Furtbal'~e. P81'oholoe:ioallJ 
it would: be a dupl1o.t1oa 0: the .... pi tt41r"'~'R' Or m ite, 
l e.d11lg bl,aok'_1 t.h4I one w. _1" tr)'ill6 to o..tzoor. Loo.l 
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..gro 1 •• ~.~.bJp wovl4 ~ .ttrl .d ~.th.r tn.. Inocur.s,d . 

b argw:::.at. ... :d",r olall.l'ly 1"" 01 . , 4 .1; the GreG.TU l e 
... t1q; tbDugb. -7 •• _41& IIlvor .t br lll8a.s 1:.1 .. l1zdt.' 
IIlImbfll" ot .hlt., to p rt'~ u rtah aS- o1ft,a tUllClUOIl.. ta 
s.ur.l. ,. 1; .... 'V"d th& 1; ~J" .. ~d to ~ .ora alDpha,h 
plA~ Oft reorult1Jla; .'5l""" a nd " 1HoU 11,. nat1.,. Niemi,.ipplen_ . 

Aloo dl.ou •• ~ It t~ ~ •• n.l11 . ... tl~1 ... ~ ..-4 [Dr 
'0_ cr . .. t1o acUO'Il ." lob would br "lI& abololt • dpltloant t.d .... l 
pr •••• nt in Mll,11.1pp1 . Bowar« ZlQa l atwoduo.d t~ 4i_ou.,lon 
111 • .,nt-hlg "-t orpa1.aaUo_l ""rot .. h 1. Ml .. 1nlppl ooul(l lUIt 
ItlOO'" ... ltlulut O11tdde . .. hUaoe . 'hcha1quu eMf. 'Of'bd h 
other pt.o .. (lit-l .. , pJ.okat •• ato . ) orould aol. IIOrk 111. 1I1 .. 18.1pp1 
bao,au •• theT wo\llc .ot b, tol.~"d b,- the poUo. po.,r ot tlw 
,w.te . '1'b.r d'or. , 10 ,..t te,. how . tl-0lll tbe IIDT_nt 1I.oa.;a . U, 
would 1 .. yl tab17 raqutro tba ~'r ot t b. t.4aral ,o •• ~ ... pt to 
r •• tNt_ the u •• of pollee club. , 1f lt .... to _ka a.,. lltpOrta.lIot 
alina 111 the .ut . , !h" !IU.at10& t.".& po .. d ... It,.. to. ~ ... r.t. 
Il\OUgh pre"Uf" to toro, th. a01" rUlSllt to 1ntc~ .. 1n lIhd .. lppl 
to .naur. !~gro voting r ight. . .l ,~ar ot ))rcJ.ob .er. dhou ... 4 
( ," .. 1aut.., but aothl_, '!JI oU'to ••• • doptl4 • t thI tillll . 

801) Mo ••• l'oU o_" 1>7 "hou .. t", t;ha .... d ror 1 .. U 1!ut.1oIl4Ol.1111aa 
• auMb,r 01' loas- ra ... f Oj, ot •• hlch I r e DOW b~1aa pUt Li t o 
op.ratlc1lo. ( ~. aiaute. 7broughout tc. ... k_lo~ .or~.b*p 1t 
... rllp'lt.dly r llcop.h.4 that alace tile .ct1!.vll_nt ot I n7 
po11t1oal !S1u ... . tUI 1n th. 4lata,t tuture t~ _,. •••• t .o-Ild 
»>.11" to d,,.. l op It1 0Wll .truotw' • • out. ldl thoo It.at • • JIW '1J'lflo1q 
11'1 t.L ".Q. 1.1011. th ... U .a.1 \h. &o, t t-portl.lLt p:,oJ.ot .h.1oh 
• • rpd t l '<1a t~ Or" lAllle •• tla,; .. , tbe 511' 110 tor s.ttlng: up 
• I1It.or k ot oo~ltJ o.nter. whlch .ould perter. t uac t l oDI 
r -.g1.a.g no- pr,_1110 bl.l oar. t o polltlo.1 .duo. tiOI. la .&11 tiOIi • 
• !ll:phall •••• 11'1'0414 on .xu, p'.atar u .. or r~'l'll ~Ojp'I._, .uoh I. 
i:lb. PM . 1CD'U . I U P..\D. 111d. 0& proaoUq Dllre bou Indu.t:r1 •• • 
• uoh II th. 0 .. t altletld U l\ul • ..,.Ul. . It .. , !!Kd. ol.ar , henr ••• r . 
tblt thl,. Iddld 'otl.1t1 •••• rl Dot to dltr.ot tro. (bu t r.ther 
to lupPI .a .. tl our pr~T oo.o.rl with poI1t10 • • 

A " • • t dIal or ts ... t tha ar • • • ,. il11 ... t ina ••• &1 •• 8 oVlr 
to di.ou. dJl" our r.latlollahlp .1th the lIA.lQP. Th.rl .... tr01t3 
1 •• t1lH.t tbat 1t tba JlAA.CJ' .... 0' ~o1..lg to 1md 1t. tulltititht 
behind CIPO 1t abcluld not b, .. _cabu . !h:t La t.~ tinal Mal,.dl 
1t ••• '&1"14 that bun ot ttl. IlACP ' I >lAM _. ot ~.M.tlt to 
'\I'J .ad thlt •• l.e /lj) II the IUOP 4105 80t opaal,. oppo .. out' Pl'01P"_ 
lt =1ght b ••• 11 to toll~. t. It. llok of .ot1 .. ooop.r.~10k. 
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4 Minutes, COFO meeting, December 15, 1963 

I 

po~.ntt.L 1&1"'. in tht community 10 thlt vh~n tho tl~. COmel to mlk •• 
br •• k vlth · th. pc,," r Itruttur. , "a cao ha"a or.&c l •• t100. 1<00wl&4", a04 
"hataval' ,I •• 1, ",.&01.1001 to "01'1t. for Na,ra lntlr&.t. (I,r"ard Laflyatta) . , 
Sob "c . ~. usad tha Ratal,h proJact & •• b"lnnlo& polot for com=ant. about 
bordar .1.1"" 1~ , ... tral. Thara ar. fOil" thll1l' " I mUlt vlteh out fo r and 
do io t h ••• .o.r •• " 
1. Tilt_ I, • 10001. placa to racrult 0,,, ataff, 11ocI! thu'. ara 10 .. ' .. )' 

1'111'0 ",,,lla,ea &"0111101 , a .. d part of the t.lk of tha naff I .. th.,. 
' 1" " Duaht to be recrult .. l"t. 
2 . W. m .. lt vork out. phl101"p1l1 of vhat t o do with Naa r o offitl hold -

arl, vliteh .. {ti •• ,rS' In a.,ell at ••• I • • •• Att,nta , V .... a t functioo 
a. t h~rltlt.l laftMvlnl of thal r ""ppo r t , r.t.ln. t.,u •• to th .... , ."d 1" 
,"".t.l tty1". to vo r k out. v.y to t.pit.ll," 0" thi. po •• tb l llt, to r •• l 
ly ... k, •• 1" •• 
3 . ~blr. 1. I .ult l-.. ili l on dolll r to ... unity d,vIlop ... ot proj.tt blin. 

pl.nn.d for NOrth ' Carolinl, wb i tb 10 ... p.rlo .. , we r klns yith John R.lll1 
i n tb. N.tionll Countil ' of Chur th •• Ir. lo i nl t o r ut. W. oUlht to lit p.o_ 
pl. 0 .. t he .tlff of tbi. ptoj."t ... d S., . 0 .. 1 .OUthl"'" kid. tnto i t , . 0 
t l .. , tb., t.n b.".ttt ftoOl lt , "nC: "llv Iv :hR1 tv" htlp Ihap' It. 
4 . What l>. a22"" 1 .. t h. bo Ji.t......_ta..t...I'-II.'i.\L.: at tba t I 

.... , lout n t h t • • II, IV. to •• ltt.d our •• lv •• 
publ i .. yo.. • to pilY toe di r attly • role 10 
th. pr ••• nt ,h'pinl of - t he botda r . r ••• • Wa h.v •• Iljor r oll to pllY II 
I t r itt .. , and to p.ub fo r d •• p.t " .. ha"B.' tn .... plopl1 .r. lo i n, to vo r k lor 
Oil tllltr oVII. 

Th1 ... on .. lud.d - tho .... n i", •••• lon .,,0£ tha l •• t ","10" "f the tull 
body. B"innln, th, '"", , d." all .... tinB. " "r. of tho Ex ... utt ... Co ... i tt •• 
• "ppl .... "t.d by 1',,,j.tt h •• d, .nd , fl .. othlr 1'.tl"~' _ 

· MINUTES OF TH£ £XECUTIVE CONMITT£E 

Mo,,",,!/" EVt/l..tng , Otetll1btJt; 30. F.iJut Stu.io" 06 tltt Eltellt,£vt Co"""iU t t 

Cou~!4"d Co~ p~t~.idtd o"tlt; tht 6utl mttt.i"9 0& tht E~ltllt.iYI Co~ltttt 
011 both Otct.lllbtlt; 3e , . Otctll1btIL 31, 'U3 . 

It was agreed, regardinB procedure, thl t the •• cretaries would summarise 
the pr.vious discussion on ~atters to be I .. ted u~on . and t~t the group 
would then d.cide by -consensu" Other items added t o the agenda at this 
ti~e were (ll appropriatio~ of money for cars; (2) the Washington Office ; 
(3) the New York Office_ Subs.quently , other items were e1so added to 
'-hil: :l.;;::~.!a. 

1 • SlItttAJl1i'(/!. SoUall! 

After a brief discllssion it WIS moved thlt slice offer two staff persons to 
the Co~itteo on Appe.l - For H~.n R1bht~ to I~~i.t th.ir .11 out drive to 
deeegregate At1anta , - and that We assign staff to Butte~ilk Botto~ as a 
eeparate project (Sohn Lewis) . 

After discttssion in which it was pointed out the difficulty of thinking of 
a aeetion of a city as a separate project, the motion was revised to auth
orise two fie~d secretlries to be assigned to Atlanta generally , to work 
both with the Com=ittee on Appeal and gutter=i1k Bottom and whatever e1s. 
may come alon,. It was stressed that thIS. should bl two separate people 
and not the Atlanta office staff . 

'l'h .. r ev; ~"01 r,.ot:on waS a ;:reed upon by c ons e nsus . 
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X SIUr.m!!." P"aj(c;t~ 

Whil .. I ... as up in N ..... '{ork, SUl!I.lIer projects ... ere bein, diseussed at t ... o 
points. The 'lale students want to send students down ln quantity , feel 
ing that they eould pay their own ... ay . A limit of ~n wa5 tentatively sug
gested to the~ . The National Council of Churches also plans summer pro
jects in the South in a big ... ay , concentrating larg .. numbers in organi'ed 
projects in cities , e. g . 100 in Savannah. Jack Pratt is working on :his, 
which will be presented to the Council for United Civil Right' Leadership . 

:~addition Dr . Blyth of the li'teracy project is working on a propo.al 
I. for a .ix-week training pl'ClgrAIII in literacy work. If we decide to have 
! him go ahead and Bet up 6uch a project he will have to be put on a :-etainer . 

! 

/ 

~rouP' are obviously organisin& to come down . SNCC has to decide Whether 
~to have a project , what it will do , and how many will be inVOlved . 

n 
a program 

need _ 

IU4~noe Pon4Ldaor.felt that the administrative part of the problem can be 
wor~ed out , and felt that We need to concentrate on the issue itself . 

b. 

This next year i. 
had no test of 

a r",al op
to the da~ger~ inv~lved 
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• 
is cur big chance to force Johnson to co=i t hil:lself . 

cation, • It may be during CC)fIven"tion time 
to organise prenare, but win be iI lot of untim.mt for the ri ilht 
t o vote . Ther e mitht " be $ome problems of discipline: are people coming t o 
work f or SNCC and \lllder cu.r jurisdiction , o r "to Miuiuipp i ?ft That will 
be important . If WI! decide to do this , we shall have to begin by training 
II group of 20 now a s " sub- section l.aders for th" larger group t o come. 
People will have to understern1 t hat they will o perat e as II uni t , coming t o 
the support acr oss the state to someone in trouble . They must be prepared 
to get arrested. When something happens we may concentrate th .. full force 
on one spot . 

Cou~tta~d Ca~ argued t hat we do not have t he political progr am f or these 
people suffi c iently clear yet . We need persons to do_t he careful educa
tional and organi,.ational 'o;'ork, 'o;'hile \!tini, these thousands to c r eat chaos , 
outside links, and to f orce federal act on . 

Jim MO~'D~ia expr essed concern that many undisciplined and unorganised 
people 'o;'il1 just 'o;'ander into the 6tate and confuse t he situation . 

Sob I(o,u sU!!Ullarised the argUlllent as foll ows: 
Cl.tllwrtUl.t.l ~oo\ : 

Ca) a lot of emotional comprenion is built up around Mississippi which 
can be f oc,",se d. 

Ct) Mississippi is a larger question than 6imp1y racial segregat i on , but 
rather a totalitarian gOV!rruD!nt , a closed society. There is broad 
support in the nation for a change of this , 'o;'hi ch is growing stronger 
all the time as ~ore attention is focussed on the s tate. 

Cc) there is a great 'o;'il11nlness of students to go to tlississipp! . 
Cd) we can force some kind of confrontation , Wh ich will not create change 

at this time , but can be a platform , an opening wedge for future 
pressure . 

(e) t he plans will f ace some move t o buy it off , some negotiation , which 
will result in some change at least from the t otally 6tatu s quo situ_ 
ati on of the present. 
Cl.tll~(n.ta Cl llCl in.l.t 1 

Ca) the federal , nvernment is simply not prep~red t o make the kind of 
committment we 'o;'i11 be demanding from t hem. 

( b) ca n we mount enough. pressure out of t his t o make them be prepared; 11 
this the best place f or the final showdown? 

Cc) will Th is initiate the threatened bloodbath and have viol",nt conse_ 
\ quenc:e s we cannot handle? 

After furt her discussion and objections and problems of administration and 
organi.ation ~ere-considered , Marion Berry moved: 

OUlling .tilt I'lI.u.idtn.ti4l.l (if.c.iltJrI !/UO\ c6 IUf, S,,"CC .i.~.ttlld, .tD 
Db.ta.i.K .tht ~gll.t 6011. all c.i.tiztn~ 06 ~L~aLa,LppL Lo vo.tt , u.lillg 
aa ~an!l P(Op!t Cla ntt(aaaav .to ob.tCl.411 .tha.t tJ'ld. 

Tha motion was passed unanimoul1y . Bob Hoses was asked to discuss our de_ 
cisions with coro a nd report back t o the next maeting of t he Lxeeutive Com_ 
mitTe e whe re we can' c onsider wh",th",r to go ahead with action. It was sugges t 

_ •• _ _ • • • •• ••• __ _ A 
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f .. ) J :'- :-. r man said that at the next meeting he will prasant one for 
Southwe st Georgh-. 

\I») Marion Berry a t ated that Knoxville will have a tutorial project thiro 
summer which can take many people. He will present the full plan at 
the next meeting. 

(c) Bob Moses stated that Atlanta ouaht to be a good place to recruit sum· 
mer people for the Albany area; perhaps a. a worK_study pro ject . 

•• 
, 

supporting at 
of the rather nebu10ul nature of tha propo .. 1 
was sean in co=it ting oursa1ves to it . thera are 
especia11y ' sinca it would ba unfortunate not to 
organisational talents and natione1 image, should 
sion was tai<.en at presen1: . It waa oec:ioao, however. 
hoc group maat over a proposal, we attend the me.t ing iL ----

/ • 

I , 

Xl SIICC EdliClltiOIl 

The proposal by Howard· Zinn was presented again , fOllowed by the written 
pt'opoul by Miles Horton- for qUartal"ly wOl"k.hopl . Joyce !..adns!" stated that 
the two proposals were not in conflict and could ba combinad. Whoaver worKs 
on ovaral1 staff education from the Atlanta of fica could also work out tha 
details of cooparation with the Horton proposal . 

1 It waa 
I WOl"'<: 

~n 

.:::';ii;tha staff coordinator ba dirac ted to 
p ataff naed, of his proposal, and to 

" Horton proposal. Aftar ".",",.~i~' on whethar 

" \ 
i, ,0 
that 
". 
w •• 
on 

.,d 

• She 
have 

I 

J , 
Si nce the draft statement on HUAC had not been prepared , the deci,ion on 
a position on HUAC was deferred to tha next meeting. No specific: a!sign
ment wa~ made for persons to work on it. It was also agreed to maintain 
the present implicit policy on freedom of as~ociation until the next meet
ing when the position paper will be presented . 

Xll r 

Iyanhoe Donaldson ' commented on boycotts 85 a result of the experienoe with 
the call for a boycott on Dan River Mills. He Itated that we mU$~ be more 
ca~efu1 on calling boycott~ , tince every time we call one and do not hurt 
the company We weaken our attack . There is a machinery t hat has been cut
lined. We nea d to implement it in future boyoott~. 

It wa s sug,e~ted and ~~aed ~ eonsansus that the proposal for the impla
rr., nt at l<,\r. ,., f "",,,,.ot"''< ,., .. ,. ,,) ,,- .. <1 h .. 1""",, ~ h .. r ..... ~ " .... ~, .... . or" .. " .-l .. 1,,( ,,_ 
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• ,U.(.nl.4tu 

tra~ive co~itt~e wa~ assigne d to follow through on this. 

s~ 
for 

1. 

, . 
,. 
,. , . 

Shirah made a report to supplement hi. written report on tha projact 
work among white Itudentl and inCluded the following r ecommendations: 

that SNCC consider this project as important as any other pro ject in 
the movement. To ·date is has been considered somewhat ~special.K 
that SNCC add persons to the staff to work in teams , possibly as in
ter_racial teams i n some situations . 
that they work in specific .r~.s as outlined in the written report, 
including repeat visits. 
that they be equipped with cars . 
that the project - haVe a special advisory &roup . 

Aftar a~veral questions of info~ation, Shirah outlined so",a of his ap
¥roach to campuses . The role of the worker is assentially tha saQa as 
tha"t of tha . Negro in' the Negro to go in with a radical posi-
tion and agitate , to try to destroy In tha procass ara likaly 
to alienat~ white liberals. If you to relate to tha mOva~ 

must do this· the 

stated mOra extensi~.iy 
seem most likaly places to work . 

The suggsstions ware thsn "acted upon: 
1 . wars givan approval , with a genar4l vo t e o f confidence. 

• arta, 

2. it was moved that we hire 4dc!itional paople according to need 4nd 
budgst, 1t being ~ndar&tood that ~taff needs for this pro jec t shall 
be treated as staff neads for any other project. 

3. this was referred to the Staff Coordinator and the Southern Campus 
Coordinator-

~. this was agreed to , depending on availability and prioritias; refer
rad to ~he Transportation Coor dinator and Sa.m to work out. 

S . this was ' accep~ed. 

Bob Hoses presented the written report from Mississippi, commenting on 
soma of the projects conteined within . On the work- study program, he felt 
that this wa s a major step forward ; the money ""as easily obtained and this 
program ought to be extendad to other plaees. For best coordination it ought 
to be run by SNCC through tha proposed t ax- exempt arm. On -::he food and 
clothing drive, he stated that tha National Council of Churches has agreed 
to handle the proiect through Church World Service, to supply an equiva
lent amount ~o what ' is collected from their nearest warehouse. The New YOrk 
office is; t o follow up on working out the details of t he program. On the 
c:omJ:Iunity center$" program , Bob stated that the National Council of Churches 
ha. requa,t ad the World Council of Churc:he, to consider .. project o f this 
kind in the Delta. this would be run by experienced people from other na
t ion • • 

On coro Bob s tat e d that CORE is going to expend their staff in Missi5$"ippi 
to ten, concentreting in the ~th District, but under the gene rel COFO dis _ 
cipline. It plans to put $1,000 per month into the program , no mOre . SCLC ' s 
investment will co~e via the citizenship $c~ools; NAACP is not interested ,- .. _-,- ,-- ,- ~~ - ------- ",,- ,.\. , ~- .. - ~ ."- ---'-,~~ . '" .... ~- .. ,, ~ "" ......... , .. " .. ~ 
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to underwri~e the ' b~l&nce of $~.11a.g2 per month projected costs, or whe 
ther coro .hoyle start raising funds on its own , as its constitution al
lows it, or whether ' the progrA~ should b. cut back. 

After discussion of eoro, the advantsgss and disadvantages of working un
der its n.me , and ' the ' disadvantese. accruing from independent fund_raising 
by COFO in termS'-of-cotting into SNCC'. fund raising , it wali moved by 
John Lewis that we lupport the budget, end it was pa,sed. 

XVI So\L.t'I.ICU.t Gc.oll.Sill 

BecaU!\Ie of the hour", discussion o n Southwen Georgia progrillll WII' referr ed 
to 'the Executive COlMlitt ••• 

At this point, it being 9:30 PH on New Year', Eve , the III.etina was ADJOURN· 
ED , end the appropriate perty f ollowed. 

Hinutes t4ken by · J4M~ ~qn4qK46 ' · C4tk~ C«d~ 
Prepared fo r d iatribution· by : S«K 'q~d-Rq4~ Le4g ~ 
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5 Outline of Mississippi Project Areas 

 

  

OtrrLINE OF MISSISSIPPI PROJECT AREAS 17 

First Congressional District 

1 . LoWl'lnes County 

lI . COlumbus 1s thB county seat . Thot'e has bean relatively little 
lIotlvity there. police harr3sament has Leen rnlnilral, but probobly wIll' 
1!lONllll.le as workers 0000100 morC act1ve . Negro leadership Deems to be 
SO'I!lCwhat reticent to the COFO progrm:lB ant! thlJ' local oOrT.IUllity 11.1 soll¥'!
what strait! of us. HOIie· ... er, the tear 11.1 not 1.10 Int(lnaO that it oannot 
he broken with pers1stent erfort . There Dl.'e severnl strong studenta 
(high school) . 

The. s1tWltion in moet of the key 01t1ml 1n this pilrt of the state are 
Q.uite !'Iimila)'" to that ot colUIT,bus. 

Saoor)(l Oongrcssion"l Distriot 

1 . LefloI'C COUl'1ty 

a . O!"(!l.Il'l\tood il.l tho oOUIlty seat, and SNCC maintains a. two story 
ofr1.oc there, III!Inned b;.' 1.1 pproxima tcly fi vo people . f.£lflot'll OOlt."1ty i9 
gonerally con9idered 1I hord ooro )"';lSistllnoe IIrca. Tho two yeat'3 of 
aotivit;.' thero has I'Cnultod in hurKlroon of rcgilltrat10n attompt:'! by 
Negroes, wi t h lese than 30 aotually getting registered . Votor registra
tion natIvity 1n Leflore County hae voen doo~nted with shootings , 
beatings, bombingG , a~ro9tn , cnd nt lonat Ono inc1dent of lynoh-mob 
v1010noe . 

b . Itta I»na 1s nbout 15 milcs ~Ieot of Oroom;cod . Tha effort there 
was firllt met with bombing.:! (tear enll) of the ohuroh wheN t:lCet1ngs 
were 'oeing held . In J'\I.l"le of 1963, hn!'l"!lsoment culru.nat(ld with the ar:ro1;it 
Of Ill) local peOple as they ~"1!lrCllCd in protest of the lnck cf polioe 
proteotion. In spite ot th15 there h05 boen persistent aot1vity there; 
but the renults in tOrml'! of people aotually gotting rtlgiatored hsa beon 
neglig1ble. 

2. Sunflower County 

II. R\.IJ.cvIllc ts the tooal powt of aotiv1ty, aome 23 milos trom the 
oourthouse In Indianola the oounty sent (whioh is the birthplaoO Of 
the white oitizens oouncil). S<mator J . Eastland I"l1ltntainll an ofttce 
1n downtown Rul(!'\T1llo, and htls a plantllt10n in ncar-by Doddsv1l1e . 
Ruleville also is oon9idored to M D rural hard oore rosistanoe areil, 
and aotivity the~ haB bOOn dotted wHh shootin!,l;s, J<l11ingo, ooonom1c 
reprisal, amI polioe hnrmssmOnt and intim1dation. probably 1t lIilll 
be o.ne of the centers of resistance to tho sumr£!r projeot . woal people 
ore strong howcvor 000 will ot"nd up with the workers. 

3. Hol.Jnfls County 

B. Mlleaton is flbout 12 11\11.09 from Lcxin&t0n , tho county seat. we 
have a oora of goot! people in tho M11.oston (INn. The OOW1ty has reSisted 
aotually registering Negl'OCs, and enrly in the vote dr-ive the hann of 
one. of tho key looal lO:lderEl wns shot into aoo set I)fire with Eolotov 
oooktll1.11l . Lately, harrllllsment has been m.in1.r.>.al, but oould increase 
lfd:h II real hard vote drivo in the ootulty. 
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" 4 . Bolivar county 

a , Clcvcl!lnd 1a one of tho oounty scata (the other 'being ROBOdil~O) . 
Aotivit y there 1$ oompaI"tltiYcly recent, but :\.t :\.9 t he foaling of workcI'fl 
there thet .... ith i ncJ:;'O!l3co:l activity t here will be 1ncr<!oscd rca:\.atancB , 
Intern'll.l of aoc:>nomic .. 00 physical rcpr1oala . Cleveland hilS D h:\.atol'Y of 
poll ce violence , Roaedale is a river t own (MiS SiSSiPPi river) in the 
tl'Ddltlonal l'Ough and rowdy, deprClSSc" nnd viol ent Bonao . 

b , Shaw 11.1 about 1500.103 WC::lt of Qleveland anti our aotivity there 
OOs beon met with little rcBistanoc . 1t ' 3 II dCpI'C33ing little town 
phy3:\.CB lly, wl';h VlrtUlllly every Negro 11 vine; 1n shacks . There hll 3 been 
Il. very good response to our progrlllllll . The t own can be gotten to move . 

Mound Dayou is en all Negro town !loout ten nilea north of Cleveland. The 
Negro leadership thc):'e 19 conservative, end the town 1tsel1' 18 genernlly 
hOll t llo to. whites . Howover in teM:J.:l or programs , the leadership oan be 
c1r<lumvcntod and the 10Ml people l"<lllohcd . 

5. Wushington county 

a , Greenville 1B the oounty Boa t, and the oonter of our oporQtlona 
in the county. It 1,9 oonB1Clel"Cd a liberal e1ty , Tho editor of the local 
newspaper 3upportll tllo votor l'ogla trotion offort . All o1ty oftlolala 
oan be talked to. at vnrious lovo l a . Tho Negro lcndeI'llhip 11l generally 
oonservative (oreenvil1e ill the atrOnehOld of black ropubliauniam) nnd 
tends t o articulate tho whi t o powel' structlll'O line nbout "only the 
quel1!'ied" Negroes tryin&: to. vete, ThOr" hoa been some direot act10n 
{e . g , ait -lnll , !DIlrohOa , Plckct911n (}rounv1l1o, and more ill likely to 
oc cur this sllIrl!OOl' , l'aycholog111 0 ly , Gl'Conv1l1c is a (!ift1oult town to 
work (apathy all well as tear) but oertainly there is pl enty of mobili t y 
to work . 

6 . Iss8quana county 

11 , l'ayornv1l1a 1s tho oounty soot (pop . 187) on!'! no NaCt'OCs nrc J;'EI
gistered to vote , In 1961 they wONn't accapting poll t<l;lCOS , TM=l'EI is a 
oore of s t rong people :in thia vory r\U'lll oounty (slightly over 3000 
peoPlel ' ActiVit! haD boon 3pol'9.dio in this oounty and I1;S yet WO have 
mat wi h v1rt\1.lil y no l'Q9iatonco , 

7, Sharkey County 

11 , Rolling Pork i'l' the County :loot '1m'! when wo he.ve had 8.(ltlv1ty 
thel'C , we have !OOt IItl'OI1!!i rcaistllflcC from the 1000.1 authorities . pear 
is intense lind 1It thi::J point persons wOl'k.tng the county will Ilove to 
11\'e outside of it . 'fuel'l,) are 3 No(7'OO3 l'(lg1stercd , Workers should 
expect strong !'Caiatsnoo fran local whites , 

8 . 'l'llllllhe. tohic County 

a . Charleston 1:1 OliO of tho county aCllt.s (tho otber 1s Sumner) 
and there 1s .II oore of strong po:;oplo roa(\y to move , WorJ.Wr a 3houid 
c:xpcot active resistancc from looal white an6 10001 aut borities , Tho 
sharlff of th19 oounty is notoriOua 1'01' hia viQlenoe to NCCrcc:J . 
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b . Swan r.if8 i8 a rural lattlolllDnt D rew m.Uea aouthcaa~ cr s~. 
~c.ntly 1t haa t.Qtn the aconY Ilr -.b violence and baDl;1na:a IIppIIl'Ontl)' 
not c01\llootfld to votef' Ngiltrction 311100 VIl hnvo had no pf'OJoot ' hart! . 
I~ovar 1n Inveot1gntlr.g thls violenoo wo havo establiahed a~ sood 
contaotl ant:! are able to hoUfio wor;Nl'lI thero , Wor~orl Ihould "xpect 
oowltant Mrt"Q.1I3mcmt lind 1nt1l111d4tlon lind porsoMI vlolenco . 

9. ~phrioa County 

a . DOaDll1 1a tho oounty lent find tho acane or vIolcno., d1NotCld 
towaf'dll plrtlona engaged 1n votor roe1atrotion lIotiv1t10fl 1n the o~rly 
ritUOI. A lIonted01'11to rlal: r 110a betOI'O tho county OourthOUllO . Thoro 
11 lntenao flUlr 1n tho IIJult Nolgro OOI'1nl.ll11ty , but a core at toonagoro 
who Ofln be mol!1l1zoo.l . i'Ol'Iona world..ng the:ro ahould expect oomltant and 
extl"ftl8 hlirAlaallll!nt . 

10. ItlMlhall Co1.1fJty 

a . H>Jlly Spr1ngll 13 tho oounty aeat , .. rcl.atively lIIOdo)re;te 01ty. 
'I11ere 11 a IItror,g Ovru )t oollaso \StUdontli who orc lIIot1vol), l.nvoh'\l'd 
with COPe. 

11 . 1"IIno1ll County 

II. BIItollVllle aTl!1 sardia are tho OY.JI'Ity L'IIC!ats . "l'hUl ill probably 
01"1& at tho most 1IIportRnt oount10a 1n tile 3tate l"1ght now . The alroUlt 
olerk hal boen CS1rootod by oourt ordOf' to ~l1Jrl1"llltCl the WID or tho • 
l1ttll'tlcy te~t , old ell poC'plo ettompting to rag1atol' , nnd htro CSuputy 
r'Oslatl'1ll'1 1r noCCS5<lry OVOl" 0 ana :r:1I1r poriOl.l . 'nl1l moane thllt • -! . 
vtrtUIIlly every Uo.;;ro who trlOI OlIn actually eet roe:111;0rod . There 13 • 
potontill or 7000 new negro vQ'tera withIn a )'Vel' . 'l'tIel'fl 1a IIt1'One 1008J. 
adult leaderahIp, and e n~hor ot l.ntOrolted IItudenta who want to g~t 
actlvel)" 1r.volvod . \-t:Il'NIII!llent 10 tor hilI been 1I11nl..I:l:I l but oould 1nol'flolt 
in Ught. at the oourt order and our I n oreasod aot1vlty thON . ~l"'8 tin 
tAlcn one ahoot11"1$ into cmo at tho oh~hoa Ulloa tor motinga . cae 1l'IIport
Dnt I;h1na abo\lt t he- local leadoMlh1p 11 tmt it bikes tho 1n:'U.etive 
(e . !: . sponsored thoir own rrood,- votll , tlnd drew up thel r own petlt1cma 
to lIend to tho Justioe dopaf't~nt) , 

Not_ : 'l'tIoao eleven l1atod O0\lnt11111 111'"0 III Delta oountl ot , loo:ltt!d l.n 
norttJl.tloatern Mlssll1s1P0l1 . All or tholll 111'0 WIlll oV(lr 5~ lIogl'O In pop_ 
ulation. It U olao thG OrGli wharo WI) ho\'11 mot tho moot roa1atano.:! to 
~gl'OOs rcgill';OI'1ng one! vot1l"1f~ __ tho b1J'th .... l1Ioo lind 8tf'onghold of the 
white o1t1zons OOWlOn , dolll1natod lly tho huge plontatlolUJ . All ct the 
dolta ocullt1a. MVO 110t beon ltllt"" , but trom nN'ne ~uoh all Qroem..'>Od 
and Oroaonv111o, you nom oxpo-ot to ope:rnto oleo 1." IIdJ.1oont oOltntldl. 

Th1rd Congresslonal D111trlot 

1 . Ad;Da Oounty 

a . HAtohell 10 tho o-Junty lIent , 10Q,:l{;od on tNt M1oolla1;>Sl1 1'1Y(!r . 
Our ertortl there huvc boon IIICt w1th ·.'lo]cncft on tho port. ot lcclt : 
f1h1toll (lbtohe;,; 1s ona of tho IItrC'llghnl"~ at the IOU Klux 1.1:In) end 
Ml'J'lIOomcnt by 10081 orflc101a ..... or).'ol .. Cdn e)CpoQt thia t, t.c oanotant. 
dur Ir'6 the IUIm1Ur. 
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20 
2 . Pika County 

a . MaComb 111 Just n few 1l'.11es from tho county ~(lat looated 1n MfIgnol1t. 
Some of SNOels oarliost work was oo(;ill1 1n McComb , where student demon~ 
atra ti ons wore sparlWd . Here t oo ""erkel's can expe ot aotive resistance 
fram locnl whites , Workers Olln also oxpeot to be ~t with suspioion by 
Joon1 Negroes so they fool that SileO desertod t hom 1n 1961 . I 

3 . AlII.1ta county 

o . Libe rty 16 t he county seat. Tho county 111 rura l lind a 3tron&~ 
ho l d f or the Klan and a group called tho AssoOiat1on for the Preservo 4 
t lan of White Supremaoy . SNOe alao has historical roots 1n this county . 
Wor kers have been beaten end arrestod . One l ocnl contact wus ahot and 
k111od , anc! t he witness to t he killing has more recently been killed . 
At th.1..!l pOint, Negl'OOs are being, systallllltloally driven from the country, 
and white bus i nasso6 aro bei.n8 foroed to fire NLlgroes. Vorkers oan ex _ 
paot extreme res1stanoe to their aotivities at ell l evclH . Ve have, 
howover, 0 ooro of good s t rong contaots. 

Note : These last three OOuntiCH are located in southwestern Mississippi , 
at th1s point, probably the most dongorous aro.:l in the state . Workers 
oan expect orij?nized violcnoo, h::lrnssment ond Int lm1do t l0n (Hrooted 
towards them . 

!I . WOrren County 

!I , Vioksburg is the ocunty lIent ; oompara tively urban and modernte 
1n attitude . Workers oan expect a degree of mobility . HIlraasmcnt 0.0 fBr 
has been m1n1!M.l . IDoal leaderah1p tends to bo oonsel'vllt1vs . With pell>S1-
~tant work, howover, I!. good strong project oll.n be devolopod . 

5 . Hinds County 

11. . Jao~on is t he oounty seot lind stllte cnpital . Tho laadersh1p is 
oonservative amI dOminated by the NAACP . Work in Jackson .... ·ill hove to 
be done within the cont ext of bu.t1ding S oommunity baso to ciroumvcnt 
t he es t ab11shed leadership oftor the SlJll'f;lCr . Workers should oxpect 
hsrllllsment from tho pollce, and to (l lClIser degl'llc, from thc 100.')1 IfhitCII. 
There wi ll alSO be an unc:lercurrent of :res1stoncc from the NAACP nnd 
loca l l eailc r ahlp whioh con be sOlrf.}whDt ilc!llt with by develop1ng II k1nd 
of pol1tioal relationsh1p 'o11th them . Expeot frustrations. 

Foul·th Congressionnl District 

1. Madison County 

a. canton ill thc county scat, an extremely strong Clt1zena COunCil 
town . Hal"rvBsment i8 part1cula r ly 1ntense fI'om low enforoement (?) 
off1c 10ls sccmlngly d1l"Coted mostly at local oit;lzcna . 'theN MS been 
oonsilltent Wle or economic rcprislIls; Vl!l"y severe . Strong 100n1 leadcr _ 
IIh1p luis begun to elmr gc . A:iso thero arc very atrong nndvcr-y IIctivo 
young peo?lc . 

~ . lD.udQrdele County 

e . Meridian 1s the county soot, second Inr~st oity tn the state . 
I t 18 II oompel'8tively moderate oity in terms of resistancCl to COPO 
prosrarnl . Tho oOl!iJtiUnit¥ l'''fI~''r thOI'() I'M'III been Operat t ng for II or 5 
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n 
months, with no ~al~tanca from tho 10001 authorities . There wore some 
arrests in connection with n boycott on ono of the atol"Cs. HOlfovor, the 
store gave in and hired n Negro, and now the workers nrc thlnldng of ex
panding the boycott , Mer1dian 1s also the bD.se for operat1ons 1n about 
f1w odJecont oounties. Loa.:.l londorllhlp tonds to be oensol'votive and 
h3a genc1:'ally ignored the project . Thoro 111 :J bi-rollinl eolDlll1tteo (in 
oxiatnnoo tor about 14 yeers) thDt is slow mOving and has aceompllohed 
Virtually nothing . 

3 . Lcakc County 

n . carthage is thO county soot . A aohool dC9cgrc~tlon suit 1s un 
derway there, end thoro 1s strong and cnthu3wstlc 10001 leodoX'shlp . 
can be e Bwlnging proJoct . 

r<,,~'.on" District 

~~g 1s the COUllty soat . The oircuit c l erk is under oourt 
order to COSIIO dhoriminating against Negre 'lppl1canta . Almoat continu
ally !!Iinee J!lnuary 22nd, 10c(ll Negroea have been picketing tho county 
courthouse. There h:lve been arreats on a V:lriety of charges . Intensity 
of pol1ce harrlll:lSment seolllfl dependent on the ar.lOunt of aotivity takIng 
placo . Thore 15 0 strong oo~ of looa1 lendorl:lhip of both odulta and 
students. The :power struoture aeems to be \{OCplne local White violencc 
down . Workers should expect to opc~te tn adJaoent oountles olao. The 
commun1ty soems enthUSiastiC about the program. we expeot ~ttieaburg 
to be one of the key oenters of actlVity this sUI!IIII!r. Across the SlJIIllICr 
thero should 00 mountlng prcssure focuso(l at the elrawt alerk who haa 
failer:l to ceas'" r:l1scrimill<"ltlng, and lit the federal government for 1"811_ 
ing to take :lotion nea1nst the e1rouit olerk (he shoulr:l be in jall for 
clv11 and cr1m1oo1 oont empt of oourt) . 

2. Jones County 

a. Laurel 1& the oounty S.:l:lt . It 1a one of the nora moderato aNas 
In the utate , and harraas!DOnt should be minlmal. Tho <:lity haa a oonser
votive Negro lcoderohip tlnd K'copt1ven(lEis to the COFO progrnm has varied 
from lukewarm to cold . TIro ye:JrB lIgo therO W1l8 0. Ulural Nonviolent Move
mCnt affiliated ~th SNCC . MoBt of the atudents involved hovo s1nco left 
or ecaaed to be involved. Community involvcllI:!nt will probably be slow 
Ilt f1rat, but can IX!: built up ocross thc s~r. 

3. The aulf Coost 

Harrillon oounty is the key county , with Gulfport on<! 8110)11 belng 
the key oitica . 0ul1'por-t 10 the county SCllt. Ji,lrrOSStlOnt will be III1n1mBl 
and workers can expect mobi11ty. Thesc cltics Or<! 10Cllted on the gulf 
of ~xi()o .... hore there are beautiful 9csrcgoted beacbes. Hore, alcobol 
ls aold freely, in a still proh1b1tion Iltntc, and Sllmbling Is C)ltena1vo. 
'rhc Nesro community forms a smallcr pcrcenta8c of tbe populllt10n than 
it (lOCI! In other- p.:lrte of tho stato, On the other hanr:l, thoro hOlI:l been 
more orgnnl;>;ation In this Ilrec (1n tb(l form of NAACP otJllpters) :md os 
a result e hi6h percentage of the Negro populot1on ls I"Cgisterod (some_ 
what better than 15l') Loc01 oitizonu have been conducting wade-ins for
a number- ot years, lind probably thoN will be tlOrt.! ttltfl flum;o(lr. 'rhcso 
war:le-ina havo been punotwt()d wlth violoncc_ KoBt violcnce on the coast 
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" holl co~ from local whitell . There have been D oouple of bombings, lis · 
sum1ng direct Dction takc~ plaae on the oo~at, workers can expect some 
viOlenoo from local whitell to be directed ot thc~ . POI' the roost ~1rt, 
however , the Drea 1~ oonsidered "l1borol" , RarrEllIsment will be min1.m:ll 
and workerB can expeot mobility . 

1 . JiQrrlson County 

D. Gulfport 111 tho county scnt. Here, us 1n other coastal citics, 
the NAACP 19 strong <100 local lepeer-ship 1s gcner<Jlly consarvotlvo . :But 
the summer progrom )ltlS won support <Ina workers COn oJ::pcct .. goO(l response 
f"om the local oOlmlunity. 

b . Biloxi has been the scene ot; consldcI'<:Jble dlrect aotion 1n recent 
ycorll(mostly at the heachea) noo 1s now involved 1nB su1t to desegregate 
the schoah , 'rho young people nrc Bnxlous to cngnBC 1n a hrO<ld assault 
on segregated publlc faol1ities, but loo~l leaOcrsh10 18 extremely 
coutloull. f,esponsc to tha IIUl11!l1lr projoct haa been Il!kEll1nrm and it 1s pOll_ 
aiblc that only a l1n1tc(l pl"ogMm 101111 bc u"ldcrtckcn ln thls c1ty. 

2. JQokson County 

n. PtlsO<lBOulll - !.»ES Polnt nrc lI(l.tually twa clt:1oa, though they lire 
only sCp.:lrated by II brld(;o. Thoro :1a one NIIACP chnptcr which eervog for 
both cit1es . Moss Poi nt oommunity tends to be thO moro nctive of the twO. 
Tlpe leadore!)1p haa boon olt"tremely rcoaptiVo to the S\lI!I:ICr pro8NI!!l and 
h~ve m.'Ido clt"tcnslve prCp.:ll'ation to house people ilnd to find f.1Cllit1os 
for Freedom Sehoolo and Community Cantora. Workora can el(pCot oxoellent 
~'o _ opcratlon on every lcv(H. 

Actuolly , Missl:!:!!!?pl 111 OppI"Cssive cvcrywhcrc, and whon wo apcak 
of ",oderate of liberal (no 1n Gl'Ocnvi:!.le) we arc talking obout; a loasor 
degroe of opprenivencsa . Anyone of theac orcas 10 liable to tighten 
up and bccOIl"lO II tort-or hoI!) ot ony 6iven tlme. It muat be understood 
t));lt the :ltato is determined to pcrpctU.!ltC itself ln ltll present form 
tit 011 COSt9, al)(j will uac any ncthod _ no matter how extr..:mc - it de Om:! 
nCCCI!IB8ry • 

Page 49 of 353



II: Planning and Recruiting, Spring 1964 
 

 

 

 
 

 
The Freedom Summer Project’s overarching goal was to empower black Mississippi residents to 
participate in local, state, and national politics. Its other main goal was to focus the nation's 
attention on conditions in the South so the federal government would be forced to pass laws 
guaranteeing all U.S. citizens equal treatment under the law. To reach these goals, more than 
1,500 volunteers were brought to the state (mostly northern white college students). Programs 
were created to register black voters, educate residents in newly –formed Freedom Schools, 
open community centers, create a new political party, and challenge the legitimacy of the white-
supremacist Mississippi Democratic Party. 
 
6 Mississippi Summer Project Launched, March 30, 1964 
(1 page) Press release detailing plans for the summer 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/11412 

 
7 Mississippi Freedom Summer, Spring 1964 
(6 pages) COFO brochure addressed to Mississippi residents on how they can help the Summer Project 
effort  
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6787 

 
8 Mississippi Freedom Project, Spring 1964 

(8 pages) SNCC fundraising brochure addressed to Northern supporters 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6780 

 
9 To Mississippi Summer Project interviewers, April 14, 1964 
(3 pages) Guidelines instructing interviewers how to evaluate an applicant's ability to adjust to the 
movement conditions  
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6077 
 

10 The Problem of Legal Aid in Mississippi 
(2 pages) Summary by R. Hunter Morey of how legal support will be provided 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8567 
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6 Mississippi Summer Project Launched, March 30, 1964 

 

111:1015 RELEASE 
STUD!!tT 1I0llVIOLIWT COOltDlll1l1'lliG COHItITTE! 
6 RAYMOND STREET , II. W. 
ATLANTA , ClORGI.\ J0314 

rol. IMItEtIlAU; RELEASE 

)l,u·ell 20, 1964 

ItISSISS I PPI SIJ~HtII. PltOJECT LAUNCHED 

, " 

JACKSON , MISSISSIPPI - "At tun 2 , 000" hll tl ..... 0:.1v11 -rt"ht, "'01:11.,,[1 

Th" Bono..,,,,,,,.,,,.t ot tha "K1 •• 11.1Pf1 5 ... ",,,,,,r Pro'_ct" cillO. Cr om " 

he r e MAl;ch IS. coro 1 •• co.l1t l oo of oation.l and local civ11 1;1,ht. 

, r oup. Ifofklnr 10 H1.lt •• 1pp1. 
COPO 1."d<lrl .ntd. th" "Fr"ad,,1I) ~ulll ... r" pla"t lDclud.d t cc rulth.& 

1 , 000 whtee .nd N"lIro collegll ,,,ud.nt. to tHU\ "Proedoo School." , COII
... unity Center. "nd to work on I vo t a r r eRl.tratloo drlv,. The gtoup 
wl11 et.o run tvo Magr"e. for Congta •• in the It.t,', 20d and 5 th Con
grel.fonal 01.trlcr • • 

cava Chal r o:an Dr •• uro o Ha0r:!' of Clarkadal" , a tat a ""ACP baad, ",.11i 
~[ •• Fanoie Lou a.",a r of kulavilla vould oppoaa Repralantatlva Ja~lo 
~bittan of Cbarla.ton in tbe 2nd Otatrict and kevar.nd Joba Cameron of 
Hattielburg vould 0PPOIU Rap t ela ntlt l ve Wilitaa Colaa r ot Pa.t~gouta in 
tlla 3tll Otltrltt . Tlla tva 1hlS r o ca ndldAta. viII .110 run in • "Pr •• -
dam 'rl"'l.y" co rr eapoluin? vitb tba .tll t l ' . D .. ,ocr.tit prim.ry, COVO 
vo r karl aald. 

If botb 10." they plae to "hallaoRe tha .e~ting of tbe vinning can· 
dUataa. "Ii" lote .. d to challll1ll1a ... hether the cc ... ntry ... 111 parmit peop). 
to ba "lactad free di.tri"t_ vhara Mallroel 'r~ not .Ill loved t o vD t e" , 
COPO Prorrae DirOlctor Ko.a ••• id . 

~D.a. , ~ho h ... hoadad tha Student NODviolent Coe r dlnl tl n~ Co",,,,ttt ... 
(SNee) Vote drtve hera .tnce 1961 , acd DaVI nannl' of th l Connr ••• of 
11"lal Equality (C01'lE) viII he.d u~ tha .u ..... ," drlv •• 

HOlel .od D~enll •• Id thu .U"D. r c.~plllsn vould {nclud" . 

I FREEDO'I SCHOOLS th~t ,,{II R{va youth .nd .dllit. polit i "ll Iduca
tioo •• vall •• COllr.el COD .. en to • blr,h lellool "u~~l"utuml 

: tOM-MUNITY CEl1TEr.S th.t .. 111 proyld. r~cr •• tlonat fle-i lit t •• , In
.tructioQ io ~ro- not.l c.r~ . nutrition, job racr.iniac. a . tl Ind 
craf t cl"la. , orRoclzad .pertl .nd librarlo" 

FREEDD>! RECISTRATION thot wlll r er t .. ar 400 . 000 1Iosro •• en ",0"11. 
pelU .... l1H. t~ "prev. Nes r oa. 1 .. lIl •• I •• 1ppl vOL r lfll.ur to 
vcta 1f th .. y .ra .llewed tc . " 

IrnEEno~ ELreTION ha ld durin g t he .t.ta', Demoer.tie primary on 
Ju" .. 2 t o t odicata IH"tlltppl l! .. ; r o •• Ira OO t •• titO"d wtth pro
.ant c.ndidata. ; 

lehel1~"s:lnl' tha ""rl"l1 of lIi .. i .. lppi Consr ...... o on tb. floot 
of tba Flou.a of ~ .• p'a •• ntattva. On th e b •• t. th. t .. allY N'8roa, .r. 
doal.d to rtthe t o voto tn the It.ta; 

:VOTEfl REC t StRh'tION driva. tll.t vtll '''''",pt tC rashtaf .n Iddad 
25 , 000 lIur,rou j 

I tMERC~ReY J.ELl~r hED ~ELfhRE AI D for H.c , oa. vho l.e-. job lc •••• 
Or .victlco. becau.a of th.lr plrticip.tion In tho vote drtv • • 

He.e ••• ld tho Fra.dom S"hocl' . ln additien to 8tvlnS .tudant •• 
ch.nel to learn .ubja"t' ~eorly taught in Hil.i •• ippi', N.~ro Ichool" 
vould teneh t he "~ol1ti". of Hl .. i"'ppt" Ind vould basin to bulld , 
cora cf "duc. t ad l.'d.r'hl~ In tha at.to . 

Delini. and '10'''' .ald th. freado .. l(e&l, tr.ltlon driv. vould try to 
falll.tet "1I0fe !I~groe. thlln coul<\ poa.tbly r liltster n un<\o r prlUcnt di.
c ~ l~lnato r y .tllndardl . 

Dr . HEnry •• td ,tudo,," wore beln, rce-r ... ltcd £rOIl tho 'Ullller It 7 
prcedell Contet. locllttd "t !!orthorn coll.,. ca .. p ..... '. lind in 1"'10 citia 

corD pia.,. 1'111 lor Freedoll SUmller opar.ticn in t Vlnty -ni n. loca
tio" •• cattcred thtOulhout thO _tate '. fl •• tOn8 r ••• ton.l 4t.tfl"t • • 
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7 Mississippi Freedom Summer, Spring 1964 

OJ 

MISSISSIPPI 
FREEDOM 
SUMMER 
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FREEDOM SCIIOOLS ... 111 b, dUrinl the 
.u-ar. They :IT •• chool. "han 
hlah .chool .tudent. viII b, able 
to t.l~ about thin,. they can 't 
talk about In re~ul.r Ichool . They 
wi ll l,.rn .bout civil ri,1'Il" 

The r . viII be cl..... for .tudents 
,..ho: 

1 . hive trouble with their 
les.on. in Toaula, Ichool and 
.... nt to do better , 

2 . like to read and .... nt to 
l •• rn aor. than they .r. 
tluahl In r.~ul.r .chool. 

Ther. will be sinKioa, d'neinl, 
sport., hike •• od •• ny other 
thin,s for !!l students . 

So,,, of the FRECOOl" SCHOOLS w111 
b, for people who .p.nd b week • 
..... y fro_ home to live at the~. 

ALL Of Tilt FR..I!J!DON SCHOOLS ",ILL 
BE FRLIl. 
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ARE YOU A R~(,rSTERED VOTER? 

H we 
would 

were all yott~1 then thing. 
be better in N •• i •• ippi. 

We would have: 
enou,h food 
Bore jobl 
better IchoOl. 
better houle, 
paved ,idewal kI 

People coaina here this lu~er c.n 
work with you on VOTER REGISTRATION. 
They can knoct on door., teach the 
realltr.tion (OTa. and drive p.ople 
to the courthouse, Th.y can help 
in .ny w.y you want thea to . 

-
~_ c:' ___ "-,--

- - -- - - -- -----:.-- -
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A. COHN1J!IlTY CENTER is • place 
where everyone can do eany 
different things. Jt will be 
ftos tly for adults and will offe r 
~any chances for the~ to learn 
thi~gs to help the~ live better. 

COMMUN ITY CENTERS will have: 
- job trainin& pro&r.~s 
- classes for people who 

cannot read or writ e 
- classes on child care 
- health pro&r .. s 
• adul t education and Ne&ro 

history classe • 
• eusic , draea, and arts 

and crafts workshops 

If you h.ve s~al1 children , they 
will be taken care of while you 
enj oy the CQt.IMUNlTY C£Nl£R. 

eVERYTHING AT THE COWIUNlTY 
CIlNTER. WILL ill FREE. 
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"'hI I , corm 
COFO i •• n oTg.nis.tion •• de up of 
.11 the civil rights .nd loc.l 
citi,en,hip ,roups in Milsis,ippi 
which decided they .u.t work 
to,etheT to iaprove condition' in 
Mississipp i. 

Write to - COFO STATE OFFICe 
1017 Lynch Street 
J.ckson , Mis,is,irpi 

Or c.ll - 151-9605 

Other officos ne.r YOU: 

CLARKSDALE - 213 4th Street 
phone - ~2'-2913 

COLUM8US -

GREeNWOOD -

ItATTltSBURG 

MERIDIAN -

1323 6th Ave. North 
phone - 32'-191~ 

10S A •• nue H 
phone • 453-12'2 

501 Mobile Street 
phone - 5"-Hi70 

2505 1/2 5th Str •• t 
phone - '15·9216 
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8 Mississippi Freedom Project, Spring 1964 

 

MISSISSI"I 

FREEDO 
PROJECT 
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VOTER BEGISTBATION 
struggle ~ r ir 

4'llft onl) 
itltin l 

I hr(lluRlltou 

t r Ct"num 
human 
new tafj'ra 
lh gm.'I"lM1 

In 

In 
workers arr: ~rn III 

dislrict. Desp Ie dlS1.-rlmi 

nd t VUltng 

N 
11 n t r 

r I:istrallon 

1lgn1l51onal 

fo'r Regiltl'al1 n . tab--
lish n most "unties, 
boob clmlcly C8eJlibhn Ih (I 

Ttl F m R •• 
lh Freodlom 

r 11 811- hll 0 
lppl . 

...... n4.·en t 

NI!G.nws run· 
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FREEDOM SCHOOLS 
An nt rD II It 01 

11ll" 

b n 
Th FrftoIw, 

• puhll,' 

• 

1 tra· 

Ii rn .Jul. , " t.'r thlrty- Ive freedom 
Sc hU(lls T1 ('.'ita bl It h lI~e ~ 

'he num eXp€'cted)"1 ~t"r«gl.' d J 
ftlrollment ~hl tt t r 2, I 1)0 In 

trueti n .. hI hi)' Irs!! - c:h 
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h h • t·1 r r 
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d r ath- wnting om 

ba pubh h d 11 ro n w ·1 ten 

bw ons 1m' 

P bl n 
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are w in o~ eh c: nt r TV 

as a of puliu u t on nd rgouu,WI 
l on.. and will channel wtde ra.ng!! of pro
grams m10 Negro ~unily. 

RESEARCH PROJECT 
Th vaUn" and u u nil I pro'n 
n 1<1 cillJng \ lund m nt I t 

af 
lUI 

poUt al and conOUUc t"U"'t.~ n Miull .. 
SIp • To get A ~I!I! pl(~tul'l! of ing 

d poll. uctu.res in M p. ()norruc 
~ 

t I I r. hIT\Y er wor k!!" are 
:-'UJal .. lpp 

h n po r uuctur 

WHITE COMMONI1'Y PROJECT 
lu\ Iud. nt ar an htte 

f pp, tt n find 
war 

adl! •• i!\'lhg ~iClAI chang wIth a mlmmWD 

f cUoo. Whit mw:h oi thar w has been 

CVllU"Ll:I d c du I~ t port 

LEGAL PR O JECT 
A IIlLtllbeJ If w lIt. Jl tu ml IlJw-

l'f'S a. m ppl helpm pIcpaL de-
llil Ih 

I I ill h( 1111" 
Ihr N I III I loll h 

whi h d"'pm 
I !'in 

FOR f.' to'ORA TIO UN THE FREEDO 
PROGRA 1. WRITE: 

MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM PROJECT 

• 'Raymo d 51'''1, N. W. 
Atlalu •• Geor91a :IOU" 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI PROJECT 

AII"""gh Ih. s. .. <IftI, 1'I ... ,V1aIt1Il C .. ,<dl 

.... '-"'1 C""",,-,'IH hOI .ct"'e _'"'" ,n .10.1, 
'-' SOUlher:o .... 1Os. It b .. """"'N ,\.0 mOOl 

")'''''m'~ .. " .... In .he ttate of Y_ldIppl 
" ,ta •• _'-"t I>IdIVId ... l pob'lo'OJ ~r. 1,-.. 
.. oatenl, w ...... lhe __ I< OIOft<I,ti(on "I • 

vas' ""'JOJ1tJ of the )1Op<I1.o11lln 10 appalhnc
.he bonoe .. wblte IUP........,., ,"h._PI" 
hu bK .. ,* oM m •• n "'r~ of SNCC', ala" ... -

In ""IUM. lM1, ~CC .......... , .. 101_ 
llppl u ....... '"~o-n.ItIp of Pf"Jet\ 0,,_ 
Rober! 101.... Ove.--nmc vlolen... .<WI 
ltardolhlp, SNCC ... orken hav~ IM!<-n 'bLe ... 

ox"",1d u.... at!l"Ily I"W all five of ~ 
",ppr'. c-,_.I dmnn.. 8y t.IL JIO, 
SNCC _)<>IJ>ed ,.."h <>tlwr ... t><>nal ......... · 

... ..- .t><! .... "y ,..,unc ....... JVI~ 1""'''" 
j" I_me •• I •• ewo .......... i .. u-, .... 
C .... n<ll ,,, "1'<1.,.,011 Or .... IDU..,.. (COFOI 

.<HI 1I ..... 'h com .-... 'ool • r",1., 
Vo.~ ..... pa'in ,n "'hl<b .,DIII! d_fr .... m.. 
od .'1... <'U\ t.1_ f... • N~..... II> • 

....,.1< .uou,.wlde "*"'_ 
p", 'nllon fur _, ......... racy ..uo- for 

_" ..... 1 Jll"'ir&nII In I~ ""uo. t..~ 
"'-"J""" hue!....., i<>o<" .. tN, """ ,""" .. ><I 
cladu ... drlva. Bu. mud< .............. ph'· .n 
oln ..... , ...... an...... 1 '" e<>mboo. Ihr .... ' 

rlh ... '-"11lar.1 aDd _"'. doeprIvOIlOll 01 

Hqn:o ........ unn'" .. M ..... 'pp' 
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FRFf.II()M IN MISSISSIPPI 

DEPDiDS OR YOU 

-..y...,., to ..... un..e ,he .. u",'" I: :rIb

.. ka !lna plmpl>let. w • ...., ul" ... the 

_'" of Aloof"'. indlV>d..... .. wen .. 
!".t.I,~ """' nb:.:l. PIIP'W Ie ..... 

$NCC In :11 """,mlllll ... , 10 ,lot II"'UIii for 

Ju"i~:n ,,,", 01 ... of .U.!.:ppi 

A ..,ntrlbuborr In any &mO<Inl will help 
For uompl .. , 

1$ w:lI oupply ........ 1 .... :.crr ... lor ..... d.y. 
ot-"t for ... ..,aler 

m w:U poy the .. rthly bU.' .... ODe P': .. d,"" 
Schonl , ..... _ ... 

$$0 lrlU buy oMee rnato!nals , ... one v"",," 

U(rdnll ..... 1i~1d oIIIce 
$101 will bIIy IQIPtcnaII for I IaDmt nlll'llDC 

and bal>jr .. ,..., d""" for _ Ccm"'"In"Y 

~~ . 
• 125 .~1 buy ..... tapa !'«Order for • F ...... 

doa:r School. 
S400 ","ll provl~ .. bo/arah:p rl\OfIe)' for one 

S .. lnllem N ...... ""Ue .. ttlldenl. enabl· 
Inll him 10 f'IItum \o .. hooI ala. work· 

Ina: IIp M*bslppl, 

S2000 w,1I J"B>' and, -n'. bu.kllnl for 
..... eon.Munlty C_ 

.- .. ,n buy _ ..-I bus for tnnoport"'fl 
___ Uno oM ....... lr1Inl1 

SEND YOUR CONTRISunON TO. 

Ml'II1INPPI n'lf<* PIloncT 
.. , :' ..... "hp' C :7U"'",C : _l" 

• a., 77' 1-. •. W . 
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9 To Mississippi Summer Project Interviewers, April 14, 1964 

14 April 1964 

TO : M1asillsippi S~r project Intorviewer!! 

FROM : Mississippi Summer Project Committee 

RE : Qu1delinc!! f or interviewing 

During the Freedom vot e :for Governor oampaign in tho 
tall at 19b3 ove r seventy Yole e nd Stant ord etudente oamo 
to Milillilleipp1 . Since theae volunt eerll were 1n the IItate 
f or no IIIOre than e week, tbe re well no opportunity to make 
ext ensive evelUllti on o:f tb ir abi lity to adjust t o movement 
conditiona 1n M1eaiss i ppi . But ono a trong obsorvation can 
be dnum from-the1r part1cipet1on. The r;roe t IIIIJority e:f 
student!! C81tle down With the !! t titude --- "I \m0'0f I lI m only 
going to be hero far every ahort per iod of t 1.lne but I am 
Willing t o help in whatever way you think I can.~ Thero 
wore aome atudenta . however , who oamo to MioaiBB1pp1 with 
:fiXed idellll Bbout whe t they wanted to do a nd "'hilt they hOpod 
to achieve . A ceeo otudy might boot il l uotrste thill cttitude. 

One IItudent arr1ving in Jockllon received initilll euth
or 1l::Ation to go to Yazoo City, a hard-eore town, where in 
the Jlllllt oivil rights workerll had becn driven out . He was 
Bent to canton to dil!!ous, ple ns tor th1, move w1th the pr o
ject director there. The project director, however, vlewLng 
hla ent1re area and i t:! work neeila, t elt that a IIIOve into 
yazoo Oity at the t im: would be ill_advised . The studen!; 
bectlmCI extremely argUl!JCln~t1ve and repeatedly 1n:!i::sted on 
being taken to Yazoo Oity . Tho proJeot dlrector became so 
hIiIrr8sl!!ed he called Jackean foX' assistanoe end WIll!! IIdv1eed 
t o bring t he s tudent beck t o Jaokllon . In Jaokllon, saverel 
of the I!Ieml;leMi of t he l!Ita f f leadeMihip tried to explain the 
Lmpol'tsnoa of ab1d l ng by deCi310nl!! of the 100111 IItatf heed; 
the student , however, continued t o ,rgue lind ins1at that he 
be permit ted to go t o ~zoo City . Since no one could reason 
with htm, it wall deC i ded tha t he IIhould rem in in Jackllon 
until i t was timO ror hlm to l ilave the state . 

'n11a ~se IItudy Should give the interviewer a general 
idea of one criterion , and porhllpa the lIIOat important one, 
for eva luating applicants . IT the problem preeented by the 
above a t udent wore ~lt1plied e nough t imes (thero w111 be 
elJ:ioa t a thOUllllnd volunteers in Mlaeieeippi th1e slltlEler) 
the who le program could be Jeopardized ane] livea oould even 
be lOllt . 

A few more general ObllCl'"latlon B can be IDCIde : 

The lack of experienoe 1n civil r ighta aotivity or 1n 
the South need not (IIOO 9hould not) be oOnaldered grounda 
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ro, 
the 

"hOWl 
stand1ng 
oapable ot 
movement depends 
will rellll!" 1n 
carve bis own 
home 08n only 

2 

• ('1'1118 should bo ~le8 r trom 
under t aken 1n Mis8i881ppl this 
tha t en possess iii 

Th1s 11'1 not "'n, that ap_ 
h18 role only 

w111 Mve to 
w1 11 be to 
He ~n 

gone betore 
arter he leaves. He must be 

the IucaSS! of the Mississippi 
ot those who live and 

leeIU detormined to 
glory when he returns 

on t he Mississippi pr~. 

There are othor orueria which should guide the 1ti8IJ1s 
sippi Swm,e r Project InterviOll'Gra . i'el'hipe it woulCi be suf
fioient t o list these and allow the lrK1ivi/lual interviewer 
88 lII1loh leeway 88 pos81ble in making a balanced evaluation 
ot an applioant. 

1 . Experience and training in teaoh1ng or oollllltUnlty 
work w111 be of great value to the proJect . 

2. Speol.al skills (e ,g . 1n the arts , in health oar"e , 
in oOlUllunlcat1on) would be simile rly valua ble . 

3. A basic sonae that the oivil rlghte ~vcmcnt (not 
JU8t ablltraot Justioe) le a good thlng . 

4 . A will"1ngness to admit doubts snd fears about golng 
to Miuiesippl . 

5. An undel'standlng of the risks involved in worldng in 
Mississippi __ Jail, ponible beatings, eto . (Under Missill. 
alppi pol1tlcal oondltlon. it would bo impossible to inlj\1re 
SI') in<llvldual working f 'let;! ~.n 11 "safe sltmtlol') " that he 
,,111 I')ot tie erres t l:ld , ) 

6, Some undarstanding of the living condltione they wi ll 
hava to work under In Mississippi , 1 , e . the f act that they 
will be l1ving 11') hOMs and shari1'\8 food with people who are 
extremely poor . 

1 . EXoessivo nervousnesa (if Buch can be detooted in an 
intorview) would be (1 hs zord t o t he oppl1cont oa well al;l t o 
ot her!;! under Mississippl cOl')dltlona , 

8, EXtremely dogm!ltic and ideolOgical visws would prob_ 
obly be a de t r1P1Cnt to t he proJeot, Misalallippl hos reol 
problema Wh i ch must be approached c nt'l understood cr.tpirioolly, 

-
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Further, lnterv1evrors should be on guord 1'or thole who 
take en IIpocalypt1c view t0W8N1 the Misllillslppl IlUl'lll'llOr 
program __ the struggle t or polit1ca l on{l aoolDl justIce 
1n Mississippi will not reaoh e oonolusion 89 a reau lt ot 
thie 8U!I11\er. 

Pinal note : The above oriteria are those whioh we 
thought would be mennlngt ul i n Intervlewin& people t Or 
oivil rlghtll worlc 1n Mlssi8elpp1. we did not believe it 
would be useful t o list oriter ia whloh moet 1ntervi ewers 
waul(l apply enyway (e . g . emotIonal Daturity, responSibil 
ity) . !"1.nally, Inter v1ewers have been lett t o formula t e 
theIr own QuestIons f or the purpose 01' elloit1ng pert1nent 
responses f rom applicants . 

-- - -
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10 The Problem of Legal Aid in Mississippi 

 

, Th. Prob I em Of 

LEGAL AID IN MISSISSIPPI 

R. ~~nt e r Mo r ty 
940 S idney St . 
Gr eenvil le, "'" •• 
"S-21D 

1. The NAACP l.'91 1 Aid end Deftna. Fund , Inc. , Ie not In adequate 
sou r c, In Ileelf. 

2. 

(,) Po l iti ca l Prob lema . 
In Al bany . Ga Ol t he Inc . Fund evidentl y elme I n .nd said 
e ither t he def enda nt. come with t hem or t he Movemen t wou ld 
get no furthe r a id the r e i n - . epec l a ll y mvet they drop 
Rablnow lh. Civil I lb _rtfu and c ivi l rt~hh a r e I nupe r .bl • • 

(b) Organ iz a ti ona l Pro b l ema. 
Inc. Fund seems unrn ' I_tlca ll ), l im ite d t o the th r ee exl,
li ng loca l attor neys o r to send i ng In How. rd Moo r . (. 1-
r eldy too bUIY In At l ant.~ or oec., lon, 1 Iy othe r NAACP,ra. 

(e) Nu r ow VI.w Of "Civ il R i ghts • 
Inc. Fund gene r a lly won ' t·hand l . c •••• not tradltlon,1 Iy 
"c ivI l r l~hta M , e . ~ , tr affi c and crim i na l caan auch aa 
the haraaamen t of Rev. Ed Kin g 

( d ) inadequate Offen 88. 
Inc . Fund won ' t 8upp l y s uffiCient l e9al aid to defend us 
adequately , let a lone eng.ge In o ffen l lve lu lt s . Th e lu lt 
to stop St ate a i d to the Citi zens Counc l I e evident l y WIS 
d ro ~ped f o r fai lure to prolecute ~ Ihawl ng thlt the Fund 
won t nlcl 5ll1 r l 'y fol l ow t hrou gh. Publ i c f ac i l ity Ind 
gene r a l I nJuc:tlve ac ti on 8eema ou t of t he queatlon no ... . 

If the Fund wi I I actua l ly hand le the Mlas l sslpp l and COFO 
"Icene" - grelt . Howe ver , It seema all too poaalb l e t ha t we 
will p lod haphaza r d l y ahead unti l aome gr ut ca lamity a trlk es 
1,11 bafo r e o r ganizi ng supo lementa l ald . 

The possfbi l itiea fo r au pp lemental ill are grut. I r ecent l y 
pa rt lclplted I n the Nationa l Lawyer ' s li d convent ion ilInd have 
e~ tenslve l y tllke d with Ar thu r KtnoYr~i~~ Osc ar Chla e ) , bel l dea 
11th a lx we ek, . Gui l d ' , 

To ~;:r::;:;:;:;:~;::~';l':l.,;yer' Detroit ) ";;'i'; 
~:~~; ;! 

" until 

• 
';: l" ::;,:,;:u r entire l ega l a i d 
r go by unr_membe red, 

o r !\O prepant lon . and groaa l y 
are al l owed t o continue wi thout 
a Mi ll i sa l pp i Le ga l Aid Pane l 8et 

up to ou r and a .. lahnce. There nNJst be 
(0. ) an f rom the top COFO lea ders l1lp that such aid 
Is des ire d . s n I nforml I request for I'alstance In ge tti ng 
l ega l aid wou l d be o . k ., If at lelst a letter wou ld be wr ltttn 
to show that t he fo r thcom in g .fforts a re t r u l y d •• lr_d) . 

-
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• 
(0) The designa ti on by COFO of a 111S0n man who wou l d keep up 

with current and anticipated lega ' n.ada , keep accu r ate re
co r da . and who wou l d communicate wIth 

(el The Nlealu lp pl Pane l eecreta r y . Thls atto r ney wou l d 
probab ly be In New York Ind wou ld handle the l ega l aid 
r equeeta and wo rk which th. COFO I laeon man wou ld funne l 
to him. Th. 11 880n man Ie needed eo that conf l icting re
quest. are not made , and t o have 8omeon. respona ible for 
keeping 'bre~ of l ega l developments In lhe Stab 80 that 
we a re both better pr ep. rld and eo that we can coo rdinate 
agr,sal". action. The Pane l secretary wou ld keep recorda 
for conti nuing caae re.pon8 1 ~1 tty, wou l d obtain lh. lawye r a 
to come , etc. Fo r exampl. , the ' Ia80n man cou l d cal l up and 
,ay t h. t In .bou t two _eeka there _I I 1 be a maaa ¥ote r regla
trltlon leafletting In leland , Mias ., and t he t we e,peet 
to be srrested since t he leland co,a ha¥e t old ua t ha t we 
can ' t le.flet without • per~lt. Then the Pa ne l Secreta r y 
wou ld get. I •• ye r t o come and aee Wha t la needed. There 
.re aome In New Orl ,ans , eooperatlng with Klnoy , who eould 
eome , fo r e~ample. Then .I th e r he wou ld et ay and handl. It 
t o r ca l I and get more .Id. 

This Pane l la rip. to be a.t up . Kl noy II on the Gu ild 
Commlttte To Aid Southe r n lswye r's, h.s al r eady been In¥o l v.d 
In Mlaalsalppl (In the ehu rch cuea , etc.) , and h., many 
cont.cts with othe r Intereated groups and l awye r a. He works 
with Mel 'liu l f ( le ga ' Direc t o r , A. C. l . U. ) , Jaek Pr att (Nat. lonal 
Councl I Of Churche •• ttorney) • • nd o ther I.wye r s. 

(d) Fln.neu . Theae Indlvlda l I .... ye r a ha we volunteered the ir 
time . However , aome tra¥e l .nd o ther necess.ry legs l 
coats _ III have to be r aised . Thh could . ell be done 
If Juat a top flight Invitation we r e g i ven to eet up the 
pane l. To I ll ustrate , when I was at the Gu ild convention 
In Detroit, the main point of the CASl we, thet they hed 
not been Invited to aaalat enough . They did not have di r ect 
peraona l contact and he.ltlted to come down by themaelvu 
wi t hout any eet up. LET US NOT BE DENIED AID BECAUSE 
WE FAILED TO ASK FOR IT. 

I do not think that the NAACP Inc . Fund wil l li ke auch a 
panel to be set up , but t her e l a nothing they dan do .bout It . 
Just .a when other attorneys hive come In ss they h.ve In fao l ated 
Inatancea , tha ralu l t has been one of prodd l'r:ll the Inc. Fund to be 
more active , Instead of making th em .ngry and then lesa active. 
Thla aummera' project pa rticul a rl y needea to be aet up r eapo"albly. 
Do we r eal l y think that ou r present l ega l poatu re Is sufficient? 

La"dy t.1eNa lr, Don White and I took a a l~ week "civi l rlghta 
law cours," wIth len Holt In Waahlngton , D. C. Landy l eft ea rl y and 
_Ish'a to wo r k I n Yszoo City , I think , a nd Don la back In Co l umbUS. 
I am In Greenvl l ie, bu t so very Int e rested In Improving ou r " 1" 
poature , that I wou ld be willing to be ou r le gal Il ason 1'1111'1. Natu r ally 
that " legal educatIon civi l rl gh t a cours," landy, Oon Ind I tOOk la 
conflo;lant la l ao the Mlaa . autho rities won !t ru" us out f or II hI/ally 
trying to practice l aw) . 

COFO should communlc.te , In person If possib le, with Arthur 
Kincy (511 F i fth Ave , N. Y. 17) , Geo r ge Cr ockett , CASl Co- Cha ri man 
(,220 Cadl jf sc Tower , Detro it 26 , Mich . ) about COFOa p lana and 
nUd •• 
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III: Training Volunteers, June 15-29, 1964 
 

 

 
 
 
Northern volunteers received training at Western College for Women in Oxford, Ohio, in two 
groups. The first was trained June 15-22 and the second June 23-29. They spent all day in 
workshops devoted to conditions in Mississippi, techniques of nonviolent resistance, methods of 
community organizing, legal and security issues, African-American history, and related topics. 
Some tension existed between the project staff, who were mainly black, Southern and veterans 
of racist violence, and the seemingly naïve and idealistic middle-class, white college students. 
 
11 Memo to Accepted Applicants 
(2 pages, undated) Memo from Bob Moses providing basic information to accepted volunteers 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2661 
 

12 Memo to Accepted Applicants #2 
(1 page) Additional information which we have thought of since the first memo was written 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9563 

 
13 Security Handbook 
(3 pages) Mimeographed guidelines about dangers for volunteers 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/11018 
 
14 Possible Role Playing Situations 
(1 page) Handout of scenarios that volunteers might encounter 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9547 

 
15 Vogel, Lise:  Notes Taken at 1964 Orientation for Mississippi Summer Project 
(11 pages) Handwritten notes taken by a volunteer, including talks by Bob Moses and others on 
conditions in Mississippi, non-violence, health, security, and other issues 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/17155 
 
16 Mississippi Summer Project Workers in State as of June 29, 1964 
(13 pages) List of more than 520 staff and volunteers working in the state of Mississippi as of June 29, 
1964. List includes each worker's location and duty 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8240 
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11 Memo to Accepted Applicants 

• 

MEMO TO ACCEPTZD APPLICf,NTS 

TO I Miss1ssipp1 Summer ProJ~ct Workars 

Prom : 1111&1551pp1 Sw;JI!Io1r Project Committee 

1) We hppe you are m:lk1ng prop3rnt10ns to h:lve bone! money 
l'O.:Idy 1n ttle event ot )'0\11' orrellt. BOne! money tor a 11nglo 
arrest uSlL':Ill), runs around $500. we Shall alilllUM that the 
firlt person 111ted on your spp11c3tion as the perllon to 
notity t or yO\11' bond will be the bellt person to contact 1n 
the event of your or%'E!st . 

2) '!'hero w111 be /I seriee 01' ortentation perioda atartins 
in IIl1.d · .rune and running until the beginning or JUly Bt 
Beroa Collose . People will be ,taUerod over three senion3 , 
e. oh lo.ting about f our days. 

3) Atter JUly 1 there 11'111 bo a .. r1cs of Su:nnlllr long orJ.en" 
tatton BCB810nll held a t Mount BGaul.ah 1n Edwards, M1aa1Uippi. 
we expoot nIl aummor workers to go through .oma orientst1Qn 
per10d befo~ g01ns into tn. 1'1Ild. 

Ii) A aon!'eronCQ W.:lS hllld the weckend or M:lrch 21·22 o,t Im1eh 
var1ou8 civ11 rights people and otdUC.:ltor8 g:lthorod 1n NOW 
York to work out 0 det011ed ovrrioulum tor tho Froodolll Schooll • 
TI~ conteronco broke into saoll working srOupS whioh disouased 
tho Y.:Ir!oUD Freedom School progromB .• remodiol 1notruot1on, 
leadorsh!p troin!n!, cultuJ'lll oct1vities , etll. At present 
YOr10Wl poople are pullina: tllgcthcr tho ~SUlt5 ot their 
sesslons nod oendlng reports to the JDckaon oftlce. By tho 
end of April we hope to be a blo to put togother • cOfllpra· 
hensivo and dotoilod ourriculum. with wor~ing eugsoations 
whieh will be circulatod to all thoao who ore b01ng assigned 
to work 4.n Freodolll Schools thia sWlUIIOr. 

5) Wc are presently ln every critics l t~nclcl condition. 
we ore trying to run c nUllliJer ot vory iaaportant programs 
thill apr1ng and I t the same elmo W8 noll p~p4rlng tor this 
lIu~r. Wtt ~re runnine: three congroluional ollmpllityl! os 
well 011 0 118T'IQtorial CDfflpilign end conducting a FNedom 
Registrotion pro~rDIII - - in whiCh we hope to register 400, 000 
NCC;l'I08S on our OWl! registration blloka _. and bullding II 

. grou · roota 1'oundation for our dolaillttlln to tho Ocmocrot1c 
NIlt1ooo1 Convontion to chollen.;e the 'rOg\llGr oll.wh1te porty 
dclcgctJ.on. Believe it Or not, ;I t the IIIOIIIOnt we arC ab· 
solutilly bt"Oko . OUr workera &0 without cuting and our bills 
ore pili", up, While two ye'::MI .:Igo thia voulCl not h:lve cut 
serioU!lly into our progl'lllll, at the preBcnt time wo clln no 
longer operote 1'or extended periods w1thout tunda ._ a.g. 
ve need lIIO~y tor otfice rent . phono, ottice lIupplioa, 
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tronsportctlon, oto . WO ara en0103in6 a proa;octua ot our 
IIpring progr:1I11 lind hope tMt you could rtlu SOllIe II'IOney . 
however :1111:!1l, to holp f1.nance our current progMlIIII!I. 

6) or OOUrS8 , we will clio be needing D hugo amount of runds 
tor thia eunner. For thiS purposo we are on010l1n :'Prcedolll 
School ProSpectUB 1n tho hopo tha t you miSht interost lome 
church , civic Dr other group 1n tlnanoing II _pecitle Freedom 
School. In (lCldltlon, 1t 1.3 hoped thnt you could hl)1p :o:llae 
money tor sonerol opel'lltlng tunal . It thore 1a B Free40m 
CCnt"r 1n your eren , this oould prob:lbiy beat be done by 
worklng clang ~lth thO paOple ~otlve 1n the centor. ThoUSh, 
1n the rin.Jl onalyl1a , you would be beet Judge ot whllt 
opprooch would produoe tho beat results . 

1) We would apprecia t e two mor~ photol ot yourself ea loon 
08 poaelbl0 . ~ae w111 be noodoC! tor public1ty ond other 
purpoace. 

S) Plnel1), wo mu.t point out thJt the K1a.l.alppl loadership 
IllUSt reaervo tho rlaht to "dcselec t" lIny IlUIll1l1&r wQrker <It 
tho tlmo of orientatlon 011 well oa to cak poople to lecve 
Mie.la.lppl ot any time durln& tho eummer. 

we wll1 try to communloote wtth you perlodicelly from 
now untll thO tlme you come t~ ~aslBalppl. we wl11 be 
fe~ding you genorlll lnfol'm.'l t ion, ape01.f l c lnlltructlons, tlnd 
D~cDtionD ot thlnga you m1Sht do tor tho .~r progrnm 
beforu thll1 lIu~r. ThUll, we w111 shortly be sending 811 
Yreedom Sohool tocchoro curr10ulun mote rial 81 1ndlC3tld 
ebove. In nddltlon , wo ... 111 ba lending out Uau of IIlIter· 
1:118 whioh it would bo helpful U' you could help gother 
nnd send to us or brlng with ycu.. Furthe r , thare wl11 be 
spec1flc lnf ormntlon on wnero you will be oa.1gned to work 
and whllt .you w111 be Jeked to do, when you will be expeoted 
at tho or1entAUon po r led, etc. It' you own a oor and oro 
plonning to brlng 1t to Mille1.alppl thl11 aummer there wl11 
be 11000 epcclf1c 1nt01'lll:ltlon t~t we 101111 nood to know. 

Keep 1n touch with UJI i t )'.ou h::Jva ony l\l6ieetlons, ro· 
qul re Any 1nfol'lllO t lon , etc , 

Yqurs 1n Freedom, 

Bob Mosel! • 
COFQ Progr;:J1II DiNctor 
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12 Memo to Accepted Applicants #2 

 

  

~ !Q ACC'ErTED APPLICANTS lH) 
'1'0: "lutnipp1 S~r ProJect 'JQrker8 
From: "t •• l081 ppl summer PrJject CO~lttea 

Hera 11 SOlIe 
the rlrlt !MIllO 

The b.,t 
00 

1n(01"00t100 whlch "e ha~o tho~ht of 

'0" sUta Is 

h probably for you to 
tr~nspor"tlon cos t.) 
cost. lent you weekly . 

durlnij the .um~r 
hachers. whi te 

l •• s 11kel1 to be 
hBve bond rsftdy. 

1s ,hlllt' a 
center, ... blch 

area . If yuu ar. 
not have n. r1de or 

-;~; to help you . 
a Gar thl1 lu~r. 
sltuatl~n on cars 1n 

___ Anyon. wl~ the ltate 60 dR~' mUlt •• oura a "il.llllp,l 
drhwr" 11ceo.oI. It you hdve " 11cen.e froll another awte lUll onl~ 
h4ve to take 4 written telt , but it ycu plan te bu 1n the state 
ovor 60 dey. )'Ull sh,:,uld cat yUW' ItcliI",18 before the luenl authClrltiel 
know who YUIl 01"8 . Llcen,. cOlta '2 . 50. 
--_An1 car which 11 1n the .~t. to d~18 lIult ~v. Kl •• t,.lppl 
1108ns. pllle ••• Ta,,1 are expensive (AOOut /J.~ the vRlud or the ~.r). 
You C4Jl plo.n to purohose the teC" We I\dvt ae thllt yuu ('Ilan to tlIke 
the car Ollt of the .tate perlodl.CIll'! , -0 1 1.u CoIln cla18 thot I OU 
ara only vtlltHn,:: the ctat. l1rI(I. 00 .... <>011 ~"n 1n the etate l( days. 

::'~'~l:j:w~:~e noed Q coc!,!lete cI""n. 5QZIGof 7 ')U 
fUled !lut your 

tl) f111 out 
"rfiCD. Y,)\01 '"",j, 
dr' 1'f1nc dl,llfl1 • 

• --------------------------------------------------------------------COPO 
CAB INPORP.A'l'IOfl 1017 LJbeh St. , Jackson ... ,---------- ---
Present (school) a.ddress _____ _______________ _ 

1 "111 be brlnelne; II car to i'llu1ulpp1. '( ) 

I I'tll !!.I!! be br1n?lnc I!. C{Ir t l,l "1u1t11p;J1. r ) , 

• 
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13 Security Handbook 

SECUKITY HANDBOOK 

1 . COIZUnioatioM personnel '11111 act as seeUJ:'ity oftlcerll . 

2 . Travel 

be only where 
times to avoid. , it 
Cheekl1sh should 
In and. out. 

they 
on 

1n 
abould 

taken at ' all 
full _It persona travelling. ) 
local projeots tor personnel to cheek 

b . Ooors ot ears aboult:l be lOcked at all t1.Des . At night, 
wlnt:lows ehoula be rolled up ae mueh ae poeslble. Oas tanka must have 
loeks ard be kept loelc:et:l. Roedll IIhoult:l . Ol." be loeked. 

o. No 
autOllloblle, 

but oertalnly not ln an 

d . Travel at night ebou ld be avol&14 unlells abllolutel y neeeSII-
'''Y. 

;:::::f'i. ~~:;::~i'il':]'~Sr;~:.objeeta t r Oll! your ear 'ftllob oouJr:l be ~ fil ell , iron rules, eto. ) Abllolutely 

~:;~i~~~.t;:o:~.~.~':h~~~ld bo lnlt de your ear. ot....l ex: a.l... 0 mhc ts • ",,;;0. Study the eounty""'~p. 

g . itnO'lf locations ot sanctuarlell aM lIate hOODS In the county . 

h . Wbln sett1n8 out of a ear .t nlBbt , tlllke slllle the oar' s in
slde 11ght is out . 

1. Be oonsclous ot car s 'llhloh olrole orfioes or Freedom Housel . 
Take 11eense nu~ers of all susp1e1oull earll . Note ~e, model aDd 
year . Cars wlthout 11eense pl ates IIhould L~d1ately be reported 
to the projeot off lee . 

Llvlns at Ho::III or in PreedOlll Housell 

a . If lt elln be avoi.ded, try not to IIleep ~.r open 1IiI. ndol'l80 
Try to slellp at the baok of the bouse , 1. e ., the part tartbeat from 
a road or strest. 

b . Do fIOt IItmd ln doorw.ys at nlgtlt w1 tb the light at your 
baek . 

o. At night , people should not dt 1n thelr rooma without 
drawn ,lw.dss . 

d . Do not ocngregate in tront ot the bouae at night . 
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Security · 2: ~. 

e . Yake" sure doo~s to F~eedoQ Houses have l ocks , and are 
locked. 

t . Keep recc~ds ot sUllpi cious events , i . e . , the ea~ car 
c ireUng around t he hOllae o~ ottiee eeve~d times dl. ~itl8 the day 
o~ week . Talco l i cense numbers , tl8.kee , yea~s and model a of ea~a . 
"e~p ~eeorde ot the times t hese ce.~e appear. 

g . It an " incident " occurs , or h about t o oecu~. call t be 
p~oject , and thon not~ l oca l Per and pol i co . 

h . Depending on project needll and ci~culll5hnees , it lIllI.y be 
&4vll1able for new personnel to make dellbe~ate attedptll to intro
duce thelll5elv n ittIadSatel y to l ocal police am tell thel:! the ir 
reaeon tor be i ng in the area. 

i . A pbone should be i nlltalled in each Fr eedom House , i t there 
hn ' t one already . It a pr ivate phone is used , pl ealle put a lock 
on it . Otherwi se , install a pay phone I this will avoid ~diate 
pick- ups on euepic i on. 
Personal AcUone 

a . Car ry i dent1ti cation at all tl,-:ee . lion ,bould car ry 
dDa~t1 ~tnda. Qn r. 

b. All drivers shouLQ have in their possession drivers 
l i cenaee , registration pape~e , and b i lle ar eal e. The info~matlon 
ehould aleo be on record with the project dir ector. If you are 
carrying suppliee , it Qight be .ell t o have a l etter authorizLng 
too supplies t rom a partIcular indivi dual to avoid ct.rgu ot 
CQI'l'1106 etol!l n goods . 

outla"d , it 1s aVU ]a ble o . Uiuluippl I s a :~::i::E:d~' 
br <JBreDd:&wHou,es . Th1e 1e "'.0 

ostonsibl y -dr'''' in otticee , · 
per ltOne under 21 . 

d . Try t o avoi d b lzar~e or provocative olothlna. and bear ds . 
Be neat . 

e . Hake ~eure that prescri bed medi cines are ol early aarked. 
with you naIIe , the doc t or ' s Mme . etc. 

t . In 
Relations \'lith the Press 

a. Refer cpesticne about SlX:C ' . per~peet1v. or policisl to 
the Projsll Director . 

~~ Do not a r gue with the p~ess . Do not exaggerate . Give 
the tacts only. 

c . The Project Director and. cOl!UllJ,nieatiora peNon '11111 uk 
tor credent Lals of press. It you d.o not know the reporter , eheck 
'it,ll one ot them or Isk to ~ee the reporter ' s c!"ed.enUlls . 

d . Tn to rell te 'Your activities to the l tves ot the l ocil 
residents . Th1s wUl not be hard. to do , or unnatural, it 10U 
NiI:lOl:lber your role in the etate . 
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Securl t,. - ~ 

Info~tlcn to Poliee 

Under no clrc~tancea should you ~~ve the addressot the 
local person wlt.h whom you are living. his or her rame, or 
the namee ot aIV local persona .bo are aasociated .ith you . 
When police as .. wbore you live, give your l ocal ..-oject or 
FreedOlll House Ilddreae , or it necenary, your out ot state adc1rsu. 

Ralati~ ~th Visitors 

Flnd out .ho etra~ere aro . If per.eona COI!lO into pllo,ect 
orrice. to " l ook around try to discover "0 they are ard what 
exactly they want to know. All otters o!' IUlll.t., ce should 
be cleared through the project dlrector. 

Rlcordo 

1 . Any 
tour copie!! . 
md Atlanta . 
IlTq tillle. 

written record ot 1Japortm ce should have at lo ast 
Keep orign1al, se"" copilll to Jackeon, OreenllO o~ 
Bear in mind that the ortice migbt be ral ded at 

2 . Keep a record ot intllrference .1th phone lines 
an:l. or not1ticat1one of PSI. Thill lntorT:Ul.tion wil l go to 
Jackson Via the cOilmUnicatioNl person. 

POliCl 

l . 
• ill be 

Peop1& who do not adhere to di!!ciplinary ~equ1rement!! 
asked to laave the pEloject • 

2 . Security P' ecaution.!l are amatter of group r!!spon!!ibllity. 
Eacb individual should take an interest in every otber person ' ! 
!!atety. well- being , al'd 41aclpline . 

:5 . At 
resi4enh. 

all ti_e you shoold be aware or the dllnger to 
White VOlunteers muet be elpecially caretul. 

local 
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14 Possible Role Playing Situations 

 

  

I. 

II . 

n :. 

IV . 

V. 

POSSIBLE ROLE Pl.<!I1JG JrnJATIWS 

"r.rter 
• :ihilt would. you say 1£ a re",ortel" .skac:. you about. starr 

problems? 
2 . ·./hat Hould you slI,y if a roporter OIskild you about coro 
p policies? 
J~ \~at would. you do if a r epor ter asked you what do you 

expect out of t:.a SUQ..Ier project? 
4. Do you think the a~er project was a good idea ? 
5. Do you like wor:;in£; Ilith Noz:roe.? 
6. HiVe you round that :::ClOt. Ne,;rooe are dir ty? 
7. Are Nesroes fitaying wit.h white boys and girl s? 

Police 

-

1. If a police stopped you and asked you to set into his 
car , ~rhat. would you do? 

2. - If a cop told YO\! , you are untler arr ast , what I/Oul d you 
do or say? 

T.· I f you are taken t o ..... il , wh:;lt 110ul d you say? lihat 
questions ltould you anllJ\ lIn? 
If you !law another person .:1rrec:ted, what \fould you do? 
If you were alloHed a phone c.:1lI, Ilho would you call and 
\fhat would you say? 

-. 5. 

6; If you lJaw a porson bei ng :Jel1t.en , wholt I,ould )iI.eU do? 
by pol ice? by an outsl dor ? 

1tI:In.. violence 
t . How would you rellct to ; 

te.'lrgas , firehoses . do.;;s , picket lino , march to courthouso . 
• verbal intiuidationc , cattla prcd , etc . 

~a.'!.val;lsing 
1. Ho'''' would you a" . roacr. a person in a co;::L.:uni ty you had 

never soen beforo? 
2 . How cO;J.ld you 'Jake 

by r elatin~ thing~ 
J . HOIl \IOuld. you t.tl:: 
5 . HoW. would you tall. 

Local citizons 

a person unde r stand w:..a.t vot.~ns 111 
in hi s evoryd3Y lifo? 
to a rO;J.l rJliJ~o~G parson? 
to a co::....unity l linde:-? 

'.'bite 
1 . Ho·.~ '({Quld you appro:lch 0. lo(.al Ilhlte cithen? 
2 . How would you raallt if approachod by a loc .. l I.'hite cit.lzen? 

n 
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15 Vogel, Lise:  Notes Taken at 1964 Orientation for Mississippi Summer Project 
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I 
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16 Mississippi Summer Project Workers in State as of June 29, 1964 
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IV: Murders of Schwerner, Chaney and Goodman 
 

 
 
 

These three civil rights workers were kidnapped and murdered on June 21, 1964, just as the 
Freedom Summer Project got underway.  Mickey Schwerner was a CORE staff member from 
New York who, with his wife Rita, had opened a community center in Mississippi in January. 
James Chaney was a local black activist who had recently begun working with CORE. Andrew 
Goodman was a new volunteer from New York on his first visit to Mississippi. Although previous 
lynchings of local black activists had usually gone unreported, their disappearance at the very 
start of Freedom Summer was widely covered in the national media. President Lyndon Johnson 
ordered the U.S. Navy and the FBI to lead the search for their killers and the case focused media 
attention on Mississippi until their bodies were found on August 4. The three were generally 
portrayed in the press as martyrs, especially Goodman and Schwerner, who were white 
northerners. 
 
17 WATS Line Reports for June 22, 1964 
(6 pages) Wide Area Telephone Service (WATS) transcripts of calls placed to and   from COFO's Jackson 
headquarters about three missing civil rights workers, Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, and Michael 
Schwerner 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1888 

 

18 The Disappearance of Three Summer Project Workers, June 22, 1964 
(1 page) Memo from Bob Moses sharing the facts as then known 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2587 
 
19 To Parents of All Mississippi Summer Volunteers 
(3 pages) Mimeographed letter asking parents to contact elected officials 

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1820 
 
20 Civil Rights: Grim Discovery in Mississippi, 1964 
(1 page) Time magazine article from August 14, 1964, about the discovery of the bodies of slain civil rights 
workers Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, and Michael Schwerner 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1882 

 
21 Indictment of 18 Accused Murderers 
(1 page) COFO press release, January 16, 1965 (misdated 64) announcing the indictment and the release 
of the men on bond  
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6116 

Page 101 of 353

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1888
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2587
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1820
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1882
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6116


17 WATS Line Reports for June 22, 1964 
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18 The Disappearance of Three Summer Project Workers, June 22, 1964 

 

  

June 22 , 1964-
1I:1:( t~·. At" 2 

;;':.0 IU:: The dieappearance of three 
aU;Jller prolecf; lftIrkers in ;:uhoba county, 
1:1l1siasipp , lihUe invelltigatina: the 
boabin& of a i:egro church lIhich was to be 
the lIit e of a alfJlllunity cente,r thill IIW1J11er. 

Three workera for tha CO\I.rICil of Federated Organhationa (ccrO) 
tlnel tha Congralls o! lIac1al ;quality (CORJ) have baen reported wallin&; 
eince lite yesterdar .fternoon during II trip to He3holla County in 
middleaeastern J~s sllippi . 

1be three sre :.1chael ':;cmrarner , 24 , and Andrew Goodr.um. 20 , 
bath frClll iiew York City , and Jam .. Chen.y, 21 , of Jlar1dian. ·Ian. 
Schwerner an:!. CbOD.8J l are CORE tforkere and Goodlaan a IIIWl11lel' volun_ 
teor. Cheney ia NeSN . 'n1.ey nad gone t.o Philadalphia , ; .isll . , in 
;:aMoba County , to investigate the bombing of ; ,t . Z10n church and 
the beating of three ilegroes there June 17 . ~ 

The colO;/ll\1l\icatione aFoka8l~ for the J..r1dian . ;.1l1li., CORE 
office said that 't;he thraa late ~:8f'1dian at 10 a . m. yestarday 
wi th the 1nttllt1on of returning t.o l.eridUn :;,efore 4 p. Q. They 
have not been heard from since they left l.er1dian. 

COFO and SNCC workers have baen in touch with all local jails 
and hospitals , but only the eherift of Neahoba hUi llaid that he 
knOWII anytll1ns; about the group. 'l'ha aheriff aa1d the &rOup W84 
arreated. late yesterday afternoon on a charga of 9paed1n8 in their 
car, but were rdealled by 10 p. Cl . He said that he knOWII nothing of 
their whereabout a qfter their release. 

John Doar, a top laWyer of the civil ri,!htl c!.1v1lJ1on of the 
Justice Department} aa1d t.oday that the .Iuot c. Departtlerlt io 
investigating . ;;ar~ier. a Department hwyer in Philadelphia , :.1511 . , 
and an FBI agent in Jackson , me at.ua capitol, said that they did 
not f,.l they had the authori ty to become involved in the search 
for the threa workers . 'n1ey said they were not sure a federal atatute 
had been violated . 

Schwamer, project director at •. aridian, 1, a graduate at 
rna l:ew ' fork 3chool or Social ·:ork . GoOlkml b a junior at !'!ueenll 
Colle,e . 

Senator Jacob Javita (a.-II . Y. ) haa notified aummer volunteers 
from I!ew lorlt who called h1c today that he is apprissd or the 
situation in i.:iaaiseipp1 and is in contact with the Justice Deparr.r..ent. 

- )0 _ 
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19 To Parents of All Mississippi Summer Volunteers 
• 

'Io: i'.~N::iTS OF ALL roSSISSI?1"I S(Jlo~:::E:t VOLtnl'I'EE;tS 

l'ROK: COPO, 1011 LYNCH S'l'RU.T. JACIGOII , MISSISSIPPI 

il:l needed •• t." ot 

.!.n I::::a c.enll 1::1 
Volunt.o~e . 
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the Iieg!'Oes 
state .nd the chance that the Federal Oovernoent vill ~ove 

to prov1de protection tor thelr lives snd civil r 1ghts . 

lI'Or thls reason, ln splte ot the ~snger involved , we ara tully 
c~tted to cont1ntdL~ the Misl1slippl Summar proJect. This does 
not !Jean that W1I will attempt to prcvo!«l the atate. OUr program 
remalns wh.t HJlaI ll!I:en t rotJ 1ta t1rst Inception : an .tt enpt to 
brlns educ.tlonal In'd"-pOitttc81 opportu.'1lliY""'!:?f"M1U!'S"lil'"ppi 'a Negroes, 
"here they n.ve never had these things baror!! . 

reaponass 
sately in 
the atllte 

voter 

on oonidit10ns 1n 
they should take to .1101/ the;m::::::~:~~,,~:~' .",A large legal statt 1s being m 

'" I/ho get 1n trm;ble. 

we are laking that r:;ovel:M!n<: It night be kept to. m1.nlmurJ. "'" a:'C 
cont. ... n'llng a cheo\(~in systeo ~:!11ch Il lo\Md WI to kIlO", 8lr.ost :'::".PCI~ 
dllt!:!!, that the PhUtldelphl~ party WIS rnlls .. l'l6. HO\l'Cv~r, thm/jih 
all Pr-ecautions IfUl be t aken, ;;e are detC:H"tIli.ned to cont1Jlu,: c .. r 
war;, . and -.re need you:' holp. Ve request that you do the tollo;:ins 
t!1lnr;o : 

2. Contaot the Presldent. e nd Attornoy aenor"lll . and )V~ o'-n 
state and TllJt.lozl!'Il repl-o"mlt.:.tl\"eS and ('10""00 1.Inr.ICtd18tl.l Fed.::;.'a: 
Pl'Otcctlon t or 1111 1""'01,1 .. 1n ;.U",.tps:l.rp ,_ . Oreeni~c rl'':' •. mcls 
!om l"t!l .. 1:1v('!'1 ~o m...LO t ll .. ""11\1" (f ...... ,·uw. 

\ 
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  • 

:.t. That t:11: YE! aoo J\151;lC': UIlpar'Gr.ll;ln'G 01tlCJ.",_ti "" ", :'~ ~ .\1": ~ .. " 
to provide full and 1=ediate help 1n all inCident!' Idle:,.:! 
danger is involved. FBI agente should use their power or 
arr-est. Even mo:-e ir:lportant, they ~hould Invellt1g~t~ U\;l'.C
dlately when so re~uested. 

3 . That Prellldent Jchmlon canter i=ediately I-,it!'! COFO 
lesders. Thill meetlng hall been reque sted several tlmes In 
the last two months. The President declined to meet ,,~th 
COFO representatlves, though they predicted that violence 
would occur early In the awwner If Federal aid were not 
forthCOming. 

The choice before A![lBricans this SUI:l1lleI' seems very cl~ar. The:r can 
either accept at face value the state~:lts of the At:torney General 
that tht:! Federal Government does not have suff1cient power to protect 
the citizens or the cOWltry with1n 1t1! own borders _ in whlch clIse 
the consequences will rall on those ot us Who 11ve am work in Mis
Sissippi. Or they can use the i nfluence end power thay hsve over 
their own government to ensure that the events of Philadelphia ere 
not repeatad within the comins hours end dsys 1n M1slliSsipp1. 

RObe rt Hoss s 

Directo}' 
m.IISIG91ppi ~u"IlIlW' ;' ?"oJaci. 
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20 Civil Rights: Grim Discovery in Mississippi, 1964 
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21 Indictment of 18 Accused Murderers 
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V: Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
 

 
 

Because Mississippi officials prevented most African-Americans from participating in the regular 
Democratic Party activities, organizers created a separate organization that would be open to all. 
They viewed this not only as a challenge to mainstream politics but also as an excellent way to 
equip local black residents with leadership and organizing skills. 
 
The MFDP chose its platform and candidates democratically and offered candidates loyal to the 
principles of the national Democratic Party. It sent a delegation to the Democratic National 
Convention held in Atlantic City in August 1964, in hopes of being recognized as the legitimate 
voice of Democrats in Mississippi. They also held an unofficial freedom vote parallel to the 
regular November election. When the white-supremacist winners of the mainstream election 
tried to take their seats in Washington in January 1965, the MFDP legally challenged its right to 
represent Mississippi. 

 
18 Freedom Candidates, Mississippi , April 12, 1964 
(4 pages) COFO instruction sheet on the plan to run a parallel election, who the candidates are, and what 
they stand for. 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/16515 
 
19 Three Basic Considerations 
(3 pages) Memo detailing how delegates will be chosen and how the white-only segregationist delegation 
will be challenged at the Democratic National Convention 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/7717 

 
20 The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
(26 pages) Mimeographed pamphlet detailing the origins of, goals for, and opposition to the MFDP, with 
much information on voting in Mississippi, the planned challenge to the DNC, etc. 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/7671 
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18 Freedom Candidates, Mississippi , April 12, 1964 

, 

FREEDOM CANDIDATES MISSISSIPPI 

For the t irst time in this century, f our Negroes are 
candidates for national office from M1ssiss1ppl . One is 8 
canc.l1date tor thE! Senate and three for the House of Repre
aenta tl ves. 

The four campalgnll are heini ooordinated under the 
ausplces of the COuncll of Feder.ated Organi;!:atlons (CO;;'O), 
an umbrella .. 1v11 rights organ1zation in Mia91saippi oom
prising the student Non-Violent CoordinatIng Cornm1ttee 

f
SNCCi ' CORE, the Southern Christ1an Uladershlp Conference 
SeLe , amI the NAACP. 

All four can<11<1atea are entered in the regular Dem
ocratIc primary in MissiSSippi to be held .Nne 2. They are 
runnlng on whet is be'"1.alled the FREEDOM OEMOCRATIC PARTY, 
If they sre defeated in the Democrat1C: part y, they wl11 
be sble t o continue their earnpa1gns sa Indepenc.lanta In the 
Gener&l Election In November. 

The oandidacy or the Freedom Candidates 1S a ~ireot 
challenge to t he 11ly_white on8-J?8.rty political Btruoture 
of the s t s t e. Only 28,000 or 6 . bjl of Mississlppi's 422, 000 
Negroes at voting age have been registered to vote. 525 , 000 
whi t ea are registered voters. 

All the Freedom CllndlCla tes w111 make Negro voting 
rights one of the baSic issues at their clil!lpalgns. The 
aampaigns themselves will serve 8S the focus for voter Reg
istratlon actiVities by capo during the com1 ng mont hs. 

FOr those not allowed to register on the artiolel bO(JI,[:" 
tOOr(! wll1 be a separa t e program : FREEDOM REGISTRATION. The 
Fl"EIedom Democratlc Part y has Bet up its own unoffioial voter 
registration bookfl for t he purpose of registering 6S many 
es posolble of MissiSsippi ' s 400,000 disenfranchised Negroes. 
~e8e books , known aa Freedom Registrat10n Books, will be 
managecl by Freedom R<:Jglatrars appo1ntcd by COPO In every 
oount y . The Freedom Reg1strars w1ll have the power to :'p
paillt deputy reglstrara to sid thso In covering the county 
to provide every Negro with the opportuni t y to register to 
vote. 

Freedom Regiatration has several purposes . Firat, it 
\'Iill sprve as a mechanism through wh1ch Negroaa osn organ
ize Boroes the state. secondly , it 101111 be the rocue of 
attempts to get Negroes reg1stered on the offiCial county 
books. 

Thirdly, FreedOm Registra t ion will f'01'm the baais for 
FREEj-X>l'I ELECTIONS to be held tit the enUte time as the official 
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elections 1n JUne and November. In the Freedom Elections, 
the only qualif1cations w:tll be that voters are 21 or over) 
residents of the state, and registered on the Freedom Reg
istrat10n Books before the election. Whites 88 well 88 
Negroes w111 be allowecl to vote. Democrat1c and Republ1~n 
oandidates 101111 be listed together with Freedom Democratio 
Csnd1dates. 

Through Freedom Registration and the Freedom Elections , 
it 101111 be made clear tha t thousands of Negroes who are cle
nted the right to vote 1n the offteial electiona would do so 
if they could. on this baals, the aeating ot succeasful Re. 
publican and Democrntl0 eandidates 101111 be challenged 1n 
Congress and 1n the Federal Courts on the grounds that II 
signif1cant port1on of the vet1ng-age population has been 
dented the r1ght to vote because or color or raoe. 

Thus, the Freedom candidates will serve not only to 
bring the issues to the people of Mississippi, dramatize voter 
disorimination, and the stJOOsphere of harreBslD!lnt and resis
tance by the ofticial state appara tus, but will sarve 8S a ba
ala tor challenging the rlghts ot the inoumbents to assume 
their seats in Congresl<. 

As a further ,art of its political program. the Freedom 
Democrat10 pa rty will send (I FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC DElEGATION 
to the Nsttonal Demooratie Convention at Atlantic City in 
Augus t. 

The Freedom Candidates will serve as the titular heads 
ot ttle 1"",,,dOOl DemocratiC Delegation . Other delegat"" will 
be chosen t hrough a seriOs of roeetings on the precinct , oounty, 
district, and stste levels Just as in the regular M.ississippi 
DelllOcratie party . 1J\1l1ke the regulsr party lIISohinery, however, 
whieh is ell - white, sxclusive , and often dOminated by White 
Citizens Council melnbers , Freedom Delegates w111 be choaen in 
open roeetings in whioh all regUtered votera (whether offioial 
or Freedom registered), Negores and whites slike , will be el
lowed to partioipa te. 

At the Nstiona I Convention, the Freedom DelllC'c1'8tlc Del
egation Will attemp~ to have the Regular Demooratlc Delegation 
unseated and the Freedom Delegation soated in Its place. It 
will do this on the grounds that the Regular Denlocratlc Del
egation was chosen by undemocratic means and thot the Dem
ocra tic Party of Miuissippi has been dis l oyal to the National 
Democratic Party. 

The Reguler MissiSSippi Dernocratic party split with 
the Nstional DemocratiC Party in 1960 . It did not support 
the Natiofllll Democratic Tlckat seleoted by the National Con
vention, John P. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. It aleo 
refused to suppOrt the plll tfonn adopt",' by the Nat10n31 
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convention . The Regular Mississippi Demooratio PaTty can
didates 1n the gubernator18 1 race of 1963 told the voters 
thQt tho Mioolo131ppl Dcmoor(d'l0 Part;, otondo to':' whitQ Iu
premacy and agalnat Negro voting power . The principles of 
the National Demooratio Party make it clear t hat a state 
party which behllvea 1n the mnnel' of the 1/li881aslppl Den
oera t ie Party st;ondl.l 1n violat1on of National Party polley . 
Thls 18 sufficient grounds, aCOOrOlng to National Democratio 
Party rules , to withdraw recogn1tion of the state party_ 

The Freedom Democratic Delegat ion 
support the Nat ional Demooratic Ticket 
~eratic Platform chosen a t the National 
tIcn - - BS well as be1ng pledged to work 
equal rights of a ll Al!erlcans. 

B"ld 

PREEOOM CAN'DIDATI'-9 : Below <Ire brlef blngrl'lph1r.al fllretohes 
and cBClpBlgnlng programs for t he fOUl" Freedom candidates . 

MRS . FANNIE LOU HAMER - • • rurming In the 2nd congNls. 
slonal :tlstrlct agsins t Rep . JlIllI1e lI'hitten, Chairman of the 
House Appropriations Sub-.~mm1ttee on Agriculture . 

Mrs. HaJlJ':r, 47, comes from SUtiflower COUtlty, the home 
of James East1.8nd , where Negroes are ~ of the population . 
She is the Wif e of perry HIlmer, a cotton gin worker In Rule_ 
ville . until 1962 , the Hamel'S had lived for 16 years on a 
plantation tour Dilel'! from Ruleville. on August 31 or that 
year, the day Mrs . Hamer registered to vote , they were told 
thep would have to leave the plantation.immediately . 

Mrs. HIlmer begnn wor;.d.ng with t he Student Non·Violent 
Coordinating Comn1ttee in December 1962 and naa been one or 
the mo"t ect!Je yorker:l 1n the IItetc on votcr Regilltrot1on. 
on June 9. 1~3 , while returning frcm a SNCC workshop, she 
was arrested in \/1nono, Miss ., and truta11y beaten with a 
blaokJaok whUe 1n ja11 . Mra. HIlmer opened her ~ilmpl)1.gn in 
Ruleville on /IlIrch 21. She hopes to use her campaign t:> er· 
ticulate the grievonoes of MifHlisoiJ:Pi's Negroes, partioularly 
in the cotton-rich Delta, the 2nd Congressional District, where 
Negl'Oe6 arE! a olear majority (59%) of t he population . Mrs . 
Hamer constantly tells her aw:Hences that she is only saying 
''what you have been thinking all along . " 

But MrS. HemeI' plans to direct her campaign to whites 
ss well as Negroos. It 13 her theais t hat 011 Mississippians, 
white and Negro al1ka , are vict.una of the all·white , onOl- party 
power s trueture of the state. In her campaign , ahe explains 
how Jamie Whitten , from his position on the House Appropri.:l
t?nn~ Sub-Comm1ttee on Agr1culture, k11led a bill to trn1n 
2.JOO tractor drivers. Six hundred of those to be tra1ned were 
white . 

Mrs. Hamer is ~reBently ill in Ruleville (the nearest doc· 
t o!;' 16 10 miles sway J. Her condit1on ia provoked and IIIIde more 
seriOUS by after effect s of the 1963 beating, from whioh aha hOlE 
naver fUlly recovered . 
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JAMES MOtffiOE HOUSTON •• _ candidate from the 3rd congrea
atonal Distr10t against Robert Bell Wl111a!ll8 , seoond tn COlmlllH)d 
on the Inter state and Foreign COllU1leree Committee . 

Mr . Houston, 74 years old , 113 a ret1red maehl1'1l~ t from 
VIcksburg, l!IP.mber of the NAACP f or over 20 yeors . He wss I.\I'· 
rested 1n 1934 tor pa rtlclpo t lon 1n 1'1 rural distrlct meeting 
ealled to d1scuss the new Roosevelt prOgrams. He was arl."?ste(l 
again 1n Jackson 1n 1963 while attempting to march from a Meth_ 
O<31St couroh to City 11311. In hia opening campaign speech 1n 
Vloksburg on Apr!l 5, Mr. Houston told a crowd of 200- 300 peo
ple that he wou1d use hi s c!lc:rpa1gn to show what cond1t1ons for 
Negr oes in Mi ssisSipp1 are reelly 11ke. He clelmeCl acUve l;lUP
port 1n all f ourt een of the 3rd Distriot's counties end sald 
that he would represent all the people in the Distriot if eleo
ted. For th:l.ll res son, hassiO , his elec t ion would restore honor 
and dignity t o the stll t e of Miasissippi . 

REV . JOHN E . CAMERON - -- candIdate for the scat of "'il11om 
Meyerl3 Colmer, second in oommand of the House Rul es Conm1ttee, 
froID the 5th CongreSsIonal Distriot . 

Rev . Cameron , 31, opened hIs campaIgn in HattIesburg on 
I>!lroh 26, addressing an aucl1ence of approximately 200 frail! the 
baok of lin open truck . Hia campaign .... 111 stres jobs, eduoatlon, 
and oitlzenship rights for Negroes . In Biloxi , on April 4, 
Rev . Gameroll c)lllled on both state and federal governments to 
Provlde trolnl11g f or unSkilled laborers so that they :My qual
ify fo r f ulltirne and rewarding employment. He s t resaed the 
impOrtance of a oandidate running in the 5th congressional Dis. 
triot who would represent the en tire popubtion of tht! district, 
rather than only one racial group . 

Rev . COI:l8ron Is a former President of the N:lt1onal ~ptlBt 
Student union (1954-55) , and holds a B. S . degree from Ru£t Col
lege and s 13eehclor of Theology froln Amerioan Baptist Theologies 
Sem1n3ry. He ls a member of the NAACP Ilnd s Friend of SNCC . 

On April 4 , Rev . Cameron wss re1'used entrance to a public 
ro~um in Hat t iesburg unleaa he agreed to sit in a section reServ 
for Negroes . A whlte m.1niater lf~th Rev . Cameron W!la threatened 
with arrest ~or att empt1ns to d18cUS8 t he matter w1th tho Choir
!!lin of the forum . At proeFent, Rav . csmeron i8 1n Jal1 , one Of 
66 people arrested in H~ttleaburg April 9· 10 under Mississippi ' s 
new anti-pieketing law. 

MRS . VICTORIA JACKSON QRAY • __ candidate for Sen;)te eg<lint 
John St .mnia . Mrs . Gray. 37, of J.b t.tiesburg, 1a the mother of 
three ehI1d~n . She was one ot the f irst Negroes t o register 11 
FOI'rer. t County, where Regtstra I' Theron O. Lynn 15 under Federol 
1ndietccnt tor re t U!ling to regis t er Negr oes on an equal basis w' 
whi t es . 

In lin open1ng CIlmpa1gn statement g1ven to the preas April 
Mrs . Grsy s t ressed thilt "unemployment , l\uto!ll1ltion , Inadequate 
hQusing , Health care , EdueatiQn, and Rural Development are the 
rasl issues in M1ssias i ppi , not 'States Rights' Or 'Federal En· 
croachment ' , " Mrs . G!'3Y's on emphas! 1I during the eampa1gn 1'111' 
be on the problems of education faced by 1legrocs ln the ahte. 

April 12, 1954 
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19 Three Basic Considerations 

 

11£ MISSlSSIPPI rBf.E)(lM OEItOCRATIC PARTY . • . 

T~ree bell~ coasider Gtlons underlie the deyelopment of the Wislls,lppl 
Freedo. Democratic Patty and its plans to challenge the seetlng of the del
egation or the ~lsslsllppi D~r8tlc Perty at the Iq64 National Democt atlc 
Con.entloll. TIler lire; 

1. TIle long hl'tory or .y. te.at jc and ftudied exclusloa of Negt o titl
tens fro. equ~l participation in the poilticil processes of the stete gro~s 
ma rc flagrant and Intensified dal ly. 

2. TIle llilnlnlppl Oemoc:utlc I'"ty has uacluslvely demoO\$t1'lted it.ll 
lack of loyalty to tbe Natlonel ~cratlc Party, In the palt, and currently 
Indlcltel. no Intention of Iwpportl ~ the plstforN of the 1964 Natlon~1 
Democr .tlc Con'ehtloa. 

3. The Intnn.lgeat and ',"atlcel detenoinetlon of the Suu ' s polltleal 
power-.tructure to m.lntaln It.tUI-qUO, cleatly 6Pmonst r ,te. that the ~I.s
iuippl cloud sotlety", u Prorellor Janel. Silnr of t~e Umlnrsity of 
Ilhallllppi useru, Is .IUout l fll<lenhlp or IIOral resources to rehno It_ 
sell, a nd ~ence cln only be brougbt Into the .alnstream of tbe twentieth 
centur! by forcts outside of itself . 

A. PARTY DISCRIlUNATlON; 

The IllulssippJ DCllocntic Party controh the leglshtlve, ~xecuthe, ,ed 
judicial bT8ntbes of the Qo~tr~ent of t~ Stlte, All 49 left,torl, and e ll 
but one ot 122 repre,enuthel "e Dellocrats. Re~ltedly, the Shte JegiJ_ 
lature h81 pe.sed l a.t and establi shed ,~ul'\lons deflgned to discrillinate 
IgehU prospective Negro .ote" . The 1963 gube rnatorhl c"paign Wli 
l argely directed tu.lrd. reatrlc(l~ the Negro ~ote . The .tate conyentlon 
h bei ng held In the Jachan Jl unlcl p81 Auditorium ..:;;.I the IlcJdelburg llote1, 
both of ""Ich ne ugregated. It. It! deyotlon to rech .. ud suppreulon 
and oppreilion of minority expre.llon, the Jlis.II.lppl Democratic Perty pre_ 
Yen t l Negro OeIIoerats and wbite persons .ho dls.gree .It~ the petty'. T8cist 
stance 10 pnticlpale in puty prO!lr. and dfcJsiou. 

D. PAlIT\' DISLOYALTY: 

.IIinlulppl cltl:le1l5 "'0 <Ie.lte to do so cannot ,upporl the Nltionel J)fla
OCTltie ga~h by joining the IIlulsslpJlI DellOcntlc Party. ne Nhshslppi 
Democratic Perty bu dellarC<l In public: speeches rnd printed tutter lbal II is 
NOT 8 ~rl of the National Dellocratlc Party. Tbe campaign ll l er8tijre fo r the 
election of Gov. Paul B. Johnson, In IQ(:,3 Is • case In poin t, 8S the follo .. in~ 
ucerptl ,ho~: "Our liilslsslppl Democratic Perty Is en tire ly independent and 
tree 0' the Influence of d.-Iutlon of 8ny national parLy" . •... '"The IoIlsl
iuippl Hemon.tit Parly which long agg separated luelf frDIII the National 
DellOCr atlc Patty , and which has tOllght consistently everything both national 
putles iland for, . •• " 

In 1'160 Ihe JIIuiulppi DeIIoH8tlc Farty hlled to honor Its pledlle to 
fillpporl the nOlllnee. of Ihe National ~tltic Convention. ~diiltely after 
the convention the Mllsi.,lppi party con.encd • convention end VQled 10 
npP"rt IInpledged eleetors In 811 effon. to defeat the ao.lIM!"u lit the 
De.ocratic National COn ..... ntion. 
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C , n£ CL(l5ED SOC!E'I"i: 

MIt ean be argued th.t 1ft the .J.tory o( the United Statel demoer8cy hal 
produced great leaders in great erhu, Sad "" It 1II1IY be, tit" opposit" hal 
been true in ~t •• lllippi. As '''t there I, little ewldeRee that the locl"ty 
aC tbe closed lIIind will ever po"en tile IIIOn1 resources to reCol'll IUelr, or 
tbe clpacity tor lelf-e~amjnatlon, or even the taleranc" of self-examination," 
hOll "Illnillippi :tlle Closed SoeletyM , 

by JaIIIe. \II . Silver 

Chil righu .grour- working In IHssinippl ~1"fl convlneed that political 
and .oclnl Justice can not be won in IHniulppi wlt.hout ,uuive Intere5t and 
IIIpport ot tile country a. a wIIole, backed by tile allthority of the Federd 
gover,-"t. As t ..... political leadership of lOiulutppJ teel thre~t .. roed by the 
wind! of change, they devise new and "'are extensive l"gal !oIelpon. and pallce 
poweu, i'olice P1"flp<lration. are nOOI be"'g "Ide to bUIll. Inti .. ldate and 
threaten the educational and regiltr&tion progr ... cheduled to be conducted in 
Wilsls.Ippl thl' lu.aer , Five ~ow bilil . prohibiting picketing, banning. the 
diltrlbllUon ot ber.::ott literat"",, reltricting t/HI aov_nt ol groupl, elub
. H.hing curle ... . a"thorhiag aunhip,lliUns to pool police •• npower a~d 
equi~nt, and Increasing penalttu th3t lI.ay btl allelled by city courts -
have bnen hurriedly ,igned into taw, Other lia.llar bilh are nUl pending. 

II . CllGANI]ATl(WAk snnx:ruRE IF TI£ FREfIXII oaIOCIIATIC i'ARlT 

To give Negro citizens of lIilllulppi an e:r<per1ence In political d(!<llOCracy 
81(1 to Htabl1sh II chonnel through wIIich all citizens. 'llegro and MIlito!! . tan 
&etively lupp"rt the prinCiples and progr_ ol tbe National Deeocrntic i'lrty. 
tile IIll1illippi freedoa. [)eoaocratic Pa1'ty wu conceived . I'IIe Council of Fed
erated OrO'lInh,atJonJ (C(I'O), • confederation ot a ll tha national and local 
civil rights and clti:eenshlp education groupl in lIiu'uippi , is allhting 
local citlt.l,ln. to develop the Illninlppi Freedoa. o-ratic Party . This 
party II open to all Citizens rf!gll1'dlall oC race. It wat oHicislly utabllshed 
at a Meting la Jackson, lIhsiulppi on April 26th; and the appron •• taly 
200 delegatu prelent elected a temporary nate executive c_lttee, .. I:dch 
.. ill bn re'pan,lble for setting precinet and ot/HI1' lItate meeti"lls. The.e 
Mulr-gl will parallel thos ... oC the 1I1111utppi o.o.ocntic Partr. alld .... e1'1 
eff01't .. ill bn ... ado to comply .. Ith all state laws which apply to the ra~tian 
of paUtital punies, Re.gl$tered vaters in the F1'(!Odon \leIBocntic Party will 
attempt til attend precinct and county IIOeting' of the lIi,li.,lppl Veaocratic 
hrty, 

The Ililliuippi Freed"," ()eeocrotic Party is pre.ently engDged in three 
.ajor effortl; ()) Freedoa. Registration; (2) FreedOll Candidates: 8nd (~) 
Convention Challeage. 

I , FREroaI REGJSTIIATIOO : 

Off1cial reQistrat{lIn figures •• ow thet onlr seee 20,000 Negroes ere reg
ilte red in NII,I •• lppJ 15 complred to 500,000 ~Ite, . This repr e,ent. Ie •• 
tloan. ~ oL l.he--43S,OOO Negroes 21 yea1'l or age in the state. The ·FreedOll 
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leglltntloo II designed to sh_ tbt tllOllIl_ Of HegrOH lIIIot to __ "'
Istered 'IOten. 8f ntthg III' re;lttnn lad de ... t1 reglnnn In e"h of the 
82 eounlel of tile 'Ute, 3OO,alO perlo", .11 be regllured III tile Free.sa. 
ReghtrulDD. un No,-eeber 10.1 83,0)1) Negroea _Fe ngistered III I _k 
gubernltor"l nee. III tile "r.,aen drire , 7S, 000 Ire report~ rqiltered, 
Ind thil wilt be grutl1 stepped lip wIlell the sw_n 1'1'0'011". offlcllll1 belllnf 
It the end of JIIDI!. lbil reglltrltlon will ure simplified 1"l!(Iltt1"ltlon fo"... 
bllaed on 'lDtlng Ippllenlolll IIled ill .eve1"11 Northern State • • IIny perlon 
wIlo regbteT' In t~e I'reeda. Ileglnntioa will be elJglble to .ote In tile 
heed_ ue.oc:ratle Party ConYentlon and participate 10 put)' IIIIOn. 

'nil! fOUl" (4) eaDdtdatel ,",,0 ",.Utled to 1'1111 In the julIO! 2 pri .. r)' 10 
II!lululppl ""re _heel of Ule Free.sa. u.e.oentlc Part)' a/HI h addltloo to 
tbell" bid 10 tile reglilar ~nth~ pri_I")'. the!, .HI .ho rull In a _k 
eleetlon 1I0lter tile Wlllllllppi f'ree.sa. Oe.cM:r ll.le Part!, In No~r. lblt 
.111 llelp to establilb tile fact. t lllt t~oulllHIs or Neorlle'S are ltep1"hed of 
etthe",hlp partletpatlon bee ... u of the netn ehaneter of ."Ullllppl'a 
nul' reglnntloll procedures. 

lb. four eaDdldate. Ire , t:rt . Vlctorh Gra!,. opposing Sen . JOba Stennl.; 
lin , Fannie l.oII tI_ r, oppo.lng Rep, J .. le L. Whlttell; the Ie., Jobn C_ron, 
oppolllIQ Rep. WtlIt_III . Col_I', alld Nr . J_. Rouston, opPO.lng Rep. John 
IIP.II .1111 ... 

The PlaHonas of the calKl:ldlte. of He Freed .. ne.oeutie hrt1 ar tI cu_ 
late the IleecU of . 11 the pl!ople of 1IIII Iulppl, sueh al antl-po,,,t1 prO(lrlill', 
-.edle.re, ltd to edue,ttoll, rurd 6i!nlor-<'!lIt. urbDn r elleW1l I, llId the gUlnntee 
ot eonUltutlonal r!ohn to Ill. Til" I. In Ihrp contr .. t to tile lICk ot 
~Il ' 'Uliel h tile e_PI'lgu of the esndid.tea wIIo won In the prl"'J. Seutor 
Ste~.il did BOt e.e. bot~r to e .. ",lgII I. tile It.te , 

3. n£ 911,1 mICE TO TIlE rfltOI;\'l'lC NAIlCWAJ, C~}t:NTI~: 

Del~uea f .... tile I'rfO'd_ u..oeutle PlrtJ .HI eIIdlellge t~e leulllQ of 
tile "old_It",," IIll1iulppl de legation at tile o-u1le "ltlollal Conl'eUlon tUs 
Aligust In IIth.tle CltJ, N.J. neal delegil tu wHI lI.ve bee. cbo.en through 
preetnet _tlngs, count,. eonenllon., ClIICUS'" la eOlll/relllonal dinrlell , 1..:1 
at a .1Ite "Ide eo.unllon of nl frled_ D_cutie P.rty. Tile Stue Executhe 
COIIIMllt •• "Ill be ratifl.d ~1Id tl\f .,tionll COIIIMl t1 .... n ,nd C~ltt~.wo.an will 
be choren It tllil nat. "Ide cOII\'4lalion. 

All nel'l IlIIceuarl' to prepuhg II'd fOnlllly pruentlRg the elllilelO{le of 
tile Freeda. De.oeratie PartJ are wing liken . !!l!!!. ~!!!!! C()()fUATl~ 
ANO !!!:fl 

........ III!flI convento" delegate. to eh .. plon the cause of representltlft! go._ 
er_IIt In IUulnippi • 
•••• .." need '",.pl .·no 1111 .peet oat ~. ' Ul.~eredenthh e_Ittee .1Id 011 t~e 
eOllventlo. floor • 
•••• ..,. HOd "lIadreda of o-rUa-lndl.ld .. l ••• d org .. tlltlou- to Ianruet 
their delegat •• , petitio. thet .. "p",""Ullft', partr leaders .. d tile Prealdellt 
to flee up to the flet tllst oil!, a r .NtlldoI "-'>cntlc partl exll1l In Iilil-' .;., 
illlppl _leII enjol' t .. bIo""rtu of ..,tll,,1 affiliition . but .lM'r ... ·.)I ' ·· 
' .. po .. ,lbHltlea a"" "," onll cootl ..... to brIng dhll.-.u to tile Nilional 
o-.enth' Pert!' . 
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20 The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 

 

l'l.ADUIM Ali'D ~IJ'1£S or UIe NL3I:Il.SS.ll'PI: b'n.'l!I' ~TIC I\IUI'l'I 
Adopt.ecl 111 COIIvellttOll 1rI the c1'=Y of Ja.c:b.on, June 30, 1.960: 

••• TIIe De;ecrat1C! .... rty or Mi88il8iWl na.r:ll1a ~y vbere it ta. al. ... Y" 
,tood With reet tlnDly phIlted on the Bo11d f'0Ul:IdI.t1<m 01' tbt toa.titutiOll 
01' ~ UD1ted Stete., pIU"8 Aartca.nillll and the UadittoD/Ll 8ou~rn Al:/8r; 
ie&ll way of Lira . 

••• 1Ie &re OPPOled to Btro.I\f; eelltral.1led goveraDl:ot, IIStlooa1. or aute. 
I/e belleve ill Statel ' Right. aDd u.c.1 sel.t~govern.ellt, aDd """' UI:IIt.lter_ 

ably oppoMd to IUI¥ eDCl"OIIo<:_ot upon the l'1ghtJI 01' the .tate. by the red~ 
era1 SOTIIn.:llt, or IUI¥ dep,rUellt or aseacy thereot, and upoD <:OUIIty and. 
llUDiolpIIJ. SOYOnDellt by the .tate, Or IUIy departmellt or .sellCY tbe~f'. 

We beldYO 111 the three Hpt.r&tc aDd diatin<:t br&DChel 01' (IPYIIrtlD!lIt ... 
aM we elQ)r'el8~ eOQde!gq the dec181011 01' the Su~ Court 01 the United 
Stat .. 1rI the Brova aehool. eNe ren4ered *y 17, 19511, all4 allllHqllllllt de
C!i81o ... or that eourt., aDd interior rederal eourta, atri.lt1.n8 dCND atate 
eOll.8tttutioa. .1Id. laVl! proncUa,s tor the eoodJ.aet aDd ope.l'flt!oa or publie 
.ebooll t.M publ1e edlII:_tioll Withill the atate" aa gr"OSI abUlie of ita Jud
ie1t.l. .utMrity, tlagraot ua\ll'lBtioll of leglal&t!YOI f"wx::tiOD aDd au UZI
ve.rr&ated III .... iOll of rigbte 01' the aovereign statee ••• 

\Ie ..... opp<Ked to '''7 l.egiSlAt101l, f'ede..u Or su.t.o, 'ettinl!: up vbo.t 1, 
~ all .. fair .EIIplo)weDt Pra.c:t1". Coaduion ••• 

We believe that every perlOo. .ball '-ve the rIght to "ork aod 1:10 peroOQ 
,ball be deD1ed thl.t :r1821t bacau&e be or abo 11 DOt • melllMr Qf' • uniOIl Or 
other l.e.belr orjglUl1zat1~ ... 

We "" opposed to the ell&CimeDt by the tongreu of the UDited Statea of 
the eo-called allti-poll tax _sure a. bell18 1D yIol.1.tIOli of the rlght.& of' 
the _tate. to f1J< the qua.l1tkatlol1.1 of eleeton aDd 111 nol.J!.tioll of' the 
prov:iaio ... of' the U.S. CO ... t1tutiOIl. We favor tho! poll tax and. '" op,,"ceed 
to _lIy .tteqlt to .boll.h it dther by fedf!rt.l lep.l.e.tloll . 

Ve beU ..... 1e the t1me-boDored allli eheriahed ez..d.1tiODll or the South 
and oppoae 8.D.Y leghl.atiOD, b)_lit or polley Yhieb \fOUl.d &> vio1enea to 
or destroy thaa ••• 

lie oppose the ... titieatiOl1 by the lIrdtad St8.tes of the G noclde COll
ftlltiOll aD1 of the Unite4 llatioo., the propoeed Humll R1ghta Conveo.t1 ... n altd. 
tbB C1.v:i.l R1~e. COn .... lltion ••• 

We beUeve 111 the segreptlOll ot" tbe race. and are UI:IIt.lterG.bly oppose d. 
to the repeal or lIOdlf'ieattOll of' the Iegre8'-tiOIl 1.&". of thl, state, aud 
we eo~ ll1tegratioa &Dd the pno.cUc .. o~ IlOD~Degre~tloll. We \IllILltera"'~ 
oppoee allY aDd al..l ef'tort.e to repe&l. the a1seegellBt1011 laW'S . 

\Ie believe 111 tbe 4o<:trlae o~ ~lIterpoait1011 as df!f111114 In"tha 
.pp:top:t1a.te resoluttOll a40pted by tbe (M1.n1U1pp1 Leg1uat>.ue, 1956) 

We belieYII ill the ... p.rat.l.co ot the race. i.II the UZl i venit.laa 
BZII: eollooge., in the pUbUe sehool., ill pubUn tranBportatioo, in 
public parU, 111 publ1e pl.aysrour>da, ao4 in .11 apheres of 1!.I:t1v:ity 
"here experte""e }al. shawll tbat it is ~or the best interest of both 
J'&C!U that l\IoCh aeI*ratloll be observed . . . 

HOW, 'l'H&RIti'ORE, m: IT RESQLVRO BY TIlE Ilf!MXlIATIC FIUI1'Y or MIS.'IXSStl'PI 
... that \fe, aclmovledgins "ith m.u.tty the diving poIn:r of" Illm1gbty 
God, alld. ltalldlog !earleu 1n our btlllet 111 eODlltitutiOflal govemme..!lt, 
the right, of' the atatel, .egreptioll of' the ra.eel and pretJervatiOll 
of your trad..it1ooal Southern boarl<:all Way of lU"a, do hereby II.l'firm 
and. declare: 
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(1) that we reject and oppose ~ pl&U'~ or both catioPLl. part.1ft 
&l>4 tbeir c&nd1Oetel •• • 

(2) tomt ... wboll:boartedly approve t;ba. cCPIlNpOUl".ad t'or"Cetul 
II1DOrity report ... to t bllt portion or the IIatlooal. lleIIIocr.tic Platrona 
ntltle4 'CivU R1jbta" pn!lNIoted CD belaU' or the 10verei8'1 statal! 
or A 1 "h",. , ArlgoD ... , nori ... , Oeoriil, 1DJ.1B&D1~ NiSlliSllippi, 
North ca1'Ol1ca, South 011'011131, Tl!Meuee &l>4 Virginia • 

.. * .......... * . .. 

Miuiuippi RePUbl1C1M 8rl4anpr Hintsstppi 1i1th 'IVo fIlrty S),!tI!:iI 

Tbe -0Ye1'll.1pt" RepubUOIIlIII in Milltasippt .. re plAyiD& vith pollttcal 
~te by IdVOQll.tlq a t~ party Iystell iEl our state. 

'!!MIN ille:o;perleDeeod, ,o-c:&lled. Rep!.lbUC8r1S proudly baIIlt tlat 
-they Ire DOt bouDd by ~ deep_ted tabool alld preJudic", b<nded. 
dovl:I bUDdly t'Xa J8lt aeaeratiorlS" but tlley !lever dia<:ual tte real 
~ra or II- tvo party polit1cal Iyste. 111 " .tate Ute Miu1ll111ppi 
Yltb II- -bUct·votill8" lII1uorlty srouP tlat represeota onl'" 105 per ceot 
or our populatioo. 

These seU'.ltyled "yoIl!I8 meo .. lid. lOUq _II end. older people 
vi tb )'OIlII6 14Ms" e1 ther do DOt mov or they J1ellbere tel)' t goore 
the tlJ.etl or l1ve .. I they eztat 10 M1l11i .. 1pp1 "t04ay. 

A DIYlSIOlf or CC8SElNATIYE MISSISSIPPIANS INrO TIIO POLITICAL 
CAMPS, ... __ bein4!; Itt.olp"ted by theae lelt'_sty.ted Repubi1eana, 1l00U1 
GIVE 'l'HE ~ or PCMtR Ilf MISSISSIPPI 'l'O CIJR MDlORlTI GR(IJp. '!'hi .. 
would. be tlla elld. ot our vay or lile in Milllilaippi. aod the pee.ce, 
traDqU1..lllty, layalld ordl!r we nov etI,loy 10 aU or OIlr cc .. nuotti .. s 
VOIIl.d. 100II COlI! to If! avesOll! eDd • 

••• At Mi .. tulppl DeIaocratl va Ire el'lJoyiq all O"t' the ao_lied. 
"t>elJetlta" ot this tvo party Iystnl, t.hrou8b our State Duocratic 
pr"Ual"7 lIl.eetloua, vttbout upoll1D6 t~ people of" Miutllllppl to 
the di .. atro>a lvaota alld condi tiOrlS u.t 'JOuld aurely t'allOY the 
di'li.lioll ot' COMer\'lLtive M1 .. tallpp1aD8 lIIto tvo pollttcal <:&I'iPI' 
thua giT1q tla b&lan<:& or ~r 1nto the laIIdlI CIt' the t:I1nority . 

Our MiuII1Ippl IleIIiOeratlc Party 11 elltirely lr.MpeDlW!nt and. 11 
t'l'ee ot' tho! influellCl! or d.cai!lll.tlon or any !lII.tloc.l ' p:ol1tU&1 :party, 
and it otren R.D _qua.te ~r1r. t'or candidatits ot' Yldely YlJ.rylllg 
view. to otter their lervlces to people. Miut.aaippl haa DO .-d. 
t'or I tvo part:( l)'lItem that IIOI.ll.d d..1vIda our people IDd stretch 
our p:ol1tic&l ClllP!l-ip1.uS 0Ye1.' .. IlY addJ.ttor>al _tha vitti result· 
in4!; 8l\PIIDP, collf'Ull101l and d..1au.o1ty . 

... n. tl"\lth is u.t IIIIIItbsr !lII.ttoaU..plrty 11 Mconservative . " Both 
tho! National Rep!.lbl1e&.1lO Rl.rtyaDd. tbe MIlttODlLl. Dftmocratie Pl!.rty Ire 
the dftdic:ated. eoemte. or the people or MiIUl8tppl. on. DltlOD&l 
leaden or both •• eOI!81stentJ.y, acrees the ~ .... . . mVII P\lrBued 
courus ot' actIon whicb IlIlve .. wed. our beloved CCllmtry lver l.er-tward. 
··vb.1eh lave \:hreII.teD<!!d our cltheDll vith ever IIIOre eeotral.Iu.t<ld 
POVW It Waahingtcm . 
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In 1960 the Hl.s~l~dpp1. D3BIocratie Party tailed to honor ita pledge 
to support the nomnees or tOO National DEUllOCrQUO Convent1on. I '31atel;y 
after the e<!l'IVllntion the M1.ss1ss1ppi p&rty oorwened a convention and voted 
to support unpledged electorto 1n an ettort to defeat the nccn:1nees of the 
~ratic *t1onal Convention. 

C. TIlE ClOSED scgml • 

"It can be ar gued th&t :izl the h1~tory at the Ordt..d States dBa.o~"'CY 
has produood groat leaders 1n gl'aat ensos. SlId as it 11183 be, the opposlb! 
has b&on true 1n Mississippi. As )'tit there 1s little erldtmc<! that the 
soa1ety ot tho closod IIdnd '1111 6IIel' poSSGSS the !IIe"l rno\l7'Cetl to retOl'll .. . 
It.aul£. or the capacity for •• l!_«n!dnation. or 9IIm tho tolerance of 
seU'-.nn.t1Ol1.~ trOll! J:l!.lisls@.pp1: Tho Casad Society. by J ... , 10'. SllvGT. 

C1v1.l l"iehts groups worldng in Mlss:1s81pp1 aro convinced thIot pollti_ 
cd 11m soc:iaJ. jusUO<I QO.NlQ't 00 wn in Mlssiuipp1 without sslive In~t 
and support at the oountry .. II ..bolo, baokod by tho 8uthorlty of tho Fadwal 
gOVOl'f1IIIfITlt . As tho pollt:l.od laaderlll'dp of M1.ssisoippi hol ~u.ned by 
the 10dnds of ¢h41'60, thG)' d.ttv1$11 n-w and 100"0 GldGnsivo lGE:al _ponll and 
pollco powers. Polleo ~rat1OM wtIl'O !IlIIdo all th:'ou8h tho spril'l6 to 
Ml"'IU, int:1IIddato, and tiu-oatcn th" ochlcaUonal and pol1tio-.l progr"llllS 
_ being oarrlod on in Ml.niaaippi. Fivo f'IOII billa, prohibitif\g pick",Ung. 
~ the diatrlbllU",n of boycott l1WatUl'O, rottrlcU,. tho ......... nt 
oJ: groupa, eatablishil'l8 CW'f(ll(S, authorlnTC -.udc1pe.l1Uos to pool pollee 
_npoiter and aquifB!Ont, and inCl'GOldng ponltlt1es that 111t11 bo nsoueod by 
city cou:rta, woro hurrlodly aignod. 1nto law. Othor ailn1lar billa &nI still 
pondina. 

n . ORGANIZATIONAl. smC?tOO: 01' THE 
f1!pjI'XlH mcr).TIC wgy 

1ha Ml"c:hdpp1 Flood<> .. ne.ocTCUc Party Wlta conoo1ved to giva 
!;ogro o1UtOrul of Mlu1u1ppi an mq>orionoo in polltiul doIwcraey and to 
oatabllsh a cbaN'ICl ~..tdch aU c:1t.1~n:o. Nosro and white, ca.n aotiv ... 
ly support tl!o prino1ploa and progTllmll ot tho NaUonr.l 1:lamoc1'Oltic Pany. 
Tho Coun.c:11 of Jl'odorated Organit.ations (rom), .. confederotion of all tho 

1_1 dvi1 rlght3 and c1t.1unship oducat.1on graupa 1n Missill"-
1ppi, is allllht.1ng 1_;' .c1ti:r.on:o to duvelop tho Miari."dppi F'roodom 
tI::mo<lr.t.1c Pllrty. -

'!h1s party 1a open to all citizena regardless ot raco. It. wU ott1_ 
cially osUbll"hod at a _ting 1n Jackson on April 26th; tho appro:.d.IfID.tely 
)00 dolopt.<ls proaent olectod a t..mp<lral'T .tat .. exacut.1va co..o:dt.t.ao, "Which 
10dll bo rosponll1b10 tor aotUrlg up precinct and othor "ute IIIOOtinga . no.eso 
..,oUl181f 1d.U pllraUcl theae ot tho Mhaiaaipp:l. !Iooo:>CrlIUC Party, and l3Very 
et!ort will be _do to c~ly ...:1t.h .11 atate laW3 which apply to tho 
tor=at.ion oJ: politioal parti".. Rogiatorod vot,.era in tho Fl-oodon Domoc-.... Uc 
Party MVO ~~ att~ted to attend procinct and oounty _tinv of the 
Hl.an"d.pp:l. I:\:)aoc.or'ltio Party, an ~rio.'lCO whieh only ot!ered turthor 
Foot of tho udal diacria:iruoUon rite v.l.t.hin W .. pe.rt,. and of it. 
disloyalty tc tho NaUon&l Party (Soo .Appendix) . 

The Itl.:lsillaippi FroodOlll Dcl2Kl<:ratic Part);.!a protlontl,y ongaged 1n throo 
-lor otfortlll (1) Flu;" ~lIt.not.1on; (J» Freed ... Candidd..,; lind 
{3 Tho eorIVonUon o...Uer.eo. 
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ottio1al rec1st:-.t1on ticvo. .tMw that. oal;J' .ODD 20 ,000 IIo(TooS &r8 

rup.terod in H1nlulpp1 .. oo.l'OCl to 500 , 000 otdtos. 1hl,. Np~ loss 
than n of Ulo 4)5,000 JlOU_ 21 J'M" of .,. in the It.&t. . n.o Ftnooa 
RoPlt.nUon 1, desl~ to Mow that tho1UIandti Dr »-grooa .. at to booow> 
~.ter«l vetora". ~ Bottine; lip ro&1'~ and. deputy :rog1.tr aMl in 
CO\ltIl1011 ICroo. tho saw, s':" 100 , 000 or .oro plll"OM "Y _ 1n5crl.bed 
on the 1'ntod<M RBp;1/1t.r4Uon boob b7 tho tiJIo of tho ~r.t1c Col'\'l'antlcm. 
tnt MaY.bcr • .,.. 8) ,000 Nocr- vo\od in • MOCk gubornIltor1.al "003, 1n 
1ddch OOPO Proa1.dont .uron HiIInrJ' .... n 'IUTlllt. Gov . Paul. B. Job-nIlon. 

1h1t ~ rog1lrt.ran w1ll. 11110 8'lJopllnod roglat.r.Uon to .... buod 
on vat.1.n& lppl1oaUons u.sad in s",,_l Bortbo:m auto.. Ar1y person ~o rac1s
ters in the J'roodua ftog15traUm w1l.l. be> el1p.blo to voto in the ~ 
Dl , l aUO Par"t7 comonUorw and to ~rUd.pdoD in pa.rly \OOrk • 

• 
tho fCNl' C&Dct1dato. >bo qual.1!1od to Mm in tho Jun. 2 pn..1'7 in 

Kl.a!ulpp1 wore ~ of tho P'roGcka DomacraUo Party. 'nlo PrII~C)11 
()'ncl1411t.o11 phn to :nII1 api.n in I MICk oloct.1cm. W'Idor tho IllI"piOO' of tho 
~ululpp1 h ococic= ImoocnUc P.rty in lIoTeIIIbor. Tbi. will h<llp to on.a_ 
bUsh u'o r aot that. thouund.a ot IIoJ2'OOI U'O doprivod of c1tho!\llh:lp p&rU_ 
c1p&t1on beoauao Q! tho ra<;t.t abar&cter ot H1uluipp1" vowl' roglrl.N.Uon 
PNlC~. 

'!he tour candldl.t..II Il"O Mr., Vl0;rt.0rt. Gray. opporinc SoJIIItor Jolul Stcnnia; 
Ml'a . hmdll kllI.~ , opposlnc 1Iop. Jq111 L. W:dt.t.en; tho Rcrv . John OO ..... on. 
eoppoa1l1f: flop . \dIU .. K. Coaez. , "nd!lr-. J_ BOll.!lt.on. oppod.nc lop. John 
Seu WUll.... ' 

or Ulo ~Qt.t.ooI of tho P"loodc>a tnn"e~U.1I hTty af'U
aU Ulo peoplo ot !O.ululpp1, ncb aa anti-p""'...t.r 

propoaal , -u.IIU'O, I.1d to edII. .. Uon, ",*1 dC'rol~. urban ~. and 
Ulo ~ lit cout.1t.II.t.ior.l rlPt.Ol to aU. "lIlU 115 1n .!>Up contrast. t.o 
the 1-. .. ot ..... 1 hSllell in the 1I'111peip or tho candidate. >Obo >IOn in tho 
pr~. Sor.t.or Stomi. did nat. GYOIl bothllJ" to M¥ign in Uto .t.oIto. • 

" mE OIAllam to 171& IfH)QlWC JWt[O&L OONVEl!TIOlh 

tblasate. !re .. tho f'r&odoII o.oc ... tio , artJr w1l.l c:ballongo !.he .a;Ltirlii 
·old.-ll.r.o. H1nlu1pp1 delopt.ion at. the n-xl OU.O NaUonal Convorrt.i."!I 

1n AtlAnUC CLt.y. MIrv Jorsoy. Al.l st.epo nIIoCCMIIIl'"J' t.o prIIPI.r1na: 
~onu.rl@: tbo oballDfllle or tho Freoclooo n:-r-Ue i'ar"t.1 &1"0 
8oo"or.aJ. Stato [)raocrt.Ue Coment.1on!1 hal''' ~y paned 

in sUppWt. of tho chlJlqll. wr Wi !OO'iP !O!!R QX)P£!IlII9N ... f,J! 

1 . Wet nood eomoonUon doloptoe to oh.,.on tho O&UIIO of: ropr"Ollmt.aU9'I;I 
I .... on-.ant. '1n Mlan..alpp1 . 

2. Wo ~ people wh.o 1d..ll. spoak ou.t. in tho orodollUAla ~t.t.oo atd 
on tho eomonUorr. floor . 

, . \io nood h1.Uldrodl of n..:o.:wct.. _ :1ncH:rld\oD.l.ll MIl OZ'gar4aUenli - to 
:1nst.n1et. thoir dal.op.~ , p<tttttoo tho1r ~th"", oart..;, J. .. 6ors , and 
tho Proaid.,..,t. to raeo IZp to tho tact. that. enlJr a ronopdo :r:a.oc ... Ue Party 
ox1sta 1n MUostaaipp:1 _ .. party W>1d> onJC/YS tho bonofita of natienal a1"1'111.a_ 
UOI'I , ~t. 'pIU'"M all t"OIIIpouslbU1t.1ol . Such .. 1"',.t.,I' I)Iln onl.)o' oont1..rJlle to 
brinc; dhgraeo to tho N!l.t.1ono.l ~ ... t.1e ro-o-ty. 

Page 125 of 353



APPENDIX A 
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In 1.876 Ruthorford a. Rayos, nowl;y oloetod. Prosidont of tho t1n1tod 
states, ordarod Ulo >d.thdrn.w:.l or PVdoNl troQps fro. tho South. 1'bat ordol', 
for aU pncUOI>l pul"P<)&GS, IIIBrlwd t.hG ond of ~ pnrUc:1p11UOh !.n Ml.,_ 
inippJ. !;OVCU'll!IOfIt. Wlth tho t.rooop. gono and Roconst.ruct1.on in it. oo.t.h_ 
t:.hl'QOS, tho white ~t.101l of tho auto urdtod \11th thou brcthMn .. eros .. 
U:\Q SoIIUl to 0:1."7 0I:It. tho g:N>nd doa1gn of "Ro<Jcw(>t1on." RodOlllpUon _nt 
tho rostoro.tion of abeoluto loIhito Nlo. and it OlIullod, first .nd torCl!lOst, 

.... tho o;\isrrt.noh1,..,nt. of tho /IIQg>:'O h'9od!IIRn. Bo;.tQT<;l tho blacks oould Ix> dodt 
- with - roturnod to tJ\o1r plaoo _ thoy h4d to bo strlppod of tho powor given 

thOl'I by tho P'OIU"toontb .nd n..tt.ocntb OlIOidmcntllj they had to bo drivon .,.y 
(1'011 tho bD-llot. box. 

Mls81ulpp1 and tho wh1t... South aC"'<"";Ilbhod this gotIl in lollS tM.n 
t.W<.Jllty yOU's. 'Iho IIIOthod was naplo t<.rror: boetinp, ~np. a .. aon, 
~. It "'Ol'kod. Pl1Nly1IecI by tosr of tho I'Iishtrlding Iruons. tho Nop'O 
votor 1n Mlss:hrlpp:1 80M boM-o aU but cxUnet. Tho pat"kiTn VIla rcpootod 
1n all tho .tatocl of tho lAIte COnt0der4q. and!n 1901 the !.art Southorn 
1I0gr0 CongroeHIIQI loft tho HO\lIIo of Roprollont4t1voa . It Hiul ... 1ppi" aomu-
&in@; of tho bhc:k alec:torato sooaod IIiOT'O brutal than thIlt ot tho othor wc
robol .tatoo, it aould be oxcusod on tho around!! 'U-.s.t Mlull11ippi had. 
hI' gN8t..r pCI.-.:omtogo of Hogrooa 'tban tho l'OlIt. _ and thus, 1'ar .,N ro/llon 
t<l 1'Qllr. 'rhe ~. in /IrQ' ceae, VGrO not iIIportant; tho 'rtctory had bGon 
won. Misd.ad.pp1 waa onoo !IOrO tho \U'dlspu.to<1 ree.l.JI of tbe AJIIcrican IoIdto 

""'. 
'l'l\c bl.aek bod;y politio dc.t.roo7Od, tho way lOU elOllr to 1NUd, unc10r tho 

Wine; of' the atato govc.n-mt, II aoe1Qty 1n 'Wh1ch black -lIrrogonCl<l and 111Ipi
rationr. vould be 1ll1pOsalblo • .alii Crow .... born, and tho Milllilllippi lIogro 
_ al_ly to W'ldcratand Ulat. oortu.1n ·prldlogosn and 1'ac1.l1t101i1 varO 
-FOR r,mn om.t" ~ oaong thOfl lOU tho yt)tlllg booth. Tho W'IIIrltt.o.n law or 
tho nav ordor (th(ll'" oaJ..lod it ~otion) did not lone t'CIIIIin unvrit.t.on. 
Lily-'oIh1to 10g,hl.atI,lt'0!I pau<>ll bill aj'tcr bill, on1'orc1ng tbl> new' .Y"tua. 
in oY<iry oorw:a1'911blo lI~ of lll'o, buttross:1ne tho ""U, building hig.or, 
tUUng the 1Ih1nIt6 . at' 1920 tho Mlsalsslpp1 )Iogro had 001lIO to und<>rlItand 
that ovt;<rytll11l6 ho d.:1d was .. prlVUogQ, ~ h" bad ..... g1tt. -
subject t.n J'OYOCIlUq> at U!.Q whim 01' tho IIowhito 1'olks.- Tho oq.\II1tion for 

• --

- tho -.1nt.on..nco or t.! -.s happy eond1.Uon .... , dl'lplol '1> ll>ng &5 tlIo Novo -,. 
0CNld IIIOW'It. no povor, hv rolpnaant.od no Lhroat. to tho syst.o.; $0 lons .. 
ho had. no 'ftItoe hI> bout no po..-or. loop bim tt'OOll ,."Ung-. lIeVOO- who obJootod 
aithnr nal.l.c>vod tho1r objoc:Uons, 111ft. 1'01' (h1oago, or d1<>1l objGCU!1B. 

J.nd so d<Jn>lopocl tho lunatic llQD-polit1~ or tho SovQt'Q1gt1. StAto of' 
Mlu1sa1pp1. 'rho atat.o h.u alwaY" boon t.oo poor tor ~o 11311<4 to tOri'! 

tho ba.e:la or arar _nin&f'w. pol1t1e.o.l contl1ct.. nw ltato has alwlLYO boon 
too preoccup1od with tho _1nton&rwo of ita 1ron triP on th" Hogro to VGl'k 
townd aradiO!Jt1nc its poYort.T. TIl ... utu.. of tho Ifcgro hall al .... p boon 
the OTlll Onlc:l.al aU_poMading 1&aul'; 1~ haa alWII:p boon tho ono slIbjoot. 
absolutely olO11od to oonl{'O'l'aray. (lDnlKlll5Ull On th .. lIubj~ ot tho Nogro haa 
bocfI $Ssonlial. and roquirod. III1IlCGIlIIUS 1n Oflll ftt'CII he.1I a V1'-1 at spruadinfj; 
to othor artJll$. Solld.ll.r1.tT 00_ tho kC)'llOt... or Hiad. ... lpp1 pol1Uos, but 
buhind. tho 1Iftl.l ot lolldot.r1t:f ther .. ..rt_t.od on13 II ""CUWII. Tho pl'i14 alWilYO 
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·""Dt. t" th c:.",'iL.:.t:'l un:> «ttll.-" ahlNt lon,-".st ~m ~-.ll; u.~ ...or<:! ~111~,· 
wo vas !!lOst oloqllunt in hi' ~pp.;>al.s for t.ho I:II11ntDMMO o( ~0Iu' ... ,. or 
uto.· 9!.ZIll"r'O stunt. rupl.lIcod .tandl on 1sauI,lS aa & ~ of pining 
support. 't'h=o •• d_ys, at courso, tho "'''S'W nnUpatb¥ at tho hill 
toU tor tho rio:lh. pl,o.ntors at tho D;:lto., bit "I\¥ political JIOTc.ont <Iould. 
Guily bo 'I.\lItahod by nisin,g tho :JPOCtro ot: 5ogro p<I""Ol' 0.00 Gallina f<.>r 
tlll.1mport<>nt sQl:1d1trlt.;r. 

In 19j1l, ld.th SCgr"Q«IIUan at. lnt. IIJ>dmo .tuell; , whito Ml.ull1ippi""" 
bogan to Ol'gtlnizo and lnnib1tiMIIUu. tho stato'. i.oation; tho ;.auta 
Citizens Councils lIOI'll tor:l104 in Indinno14. l1I'Idor prwsurlJ troll! tho f'r.l(>
dOIII MoYaIIOnt. Uio Counc1l.! ..n:ro to graw into a IIC11d.-<;Irne.1nl a:-!..tt<>e ot 
P.il>l1c Soltoty, ax<:rrdring .. o;mothing that lookod YC!rY .... ch liko poUt1ell1 
rulo -n"r _to at tho stato. SprDlldin( from tho 001tD, tho CQund1. 
organitod, .U avor Mississippi I loudly v<>1.e{>d tho.1r IUIEllCl'Ving dgvoUon 
to tho> principles of Iobite Supl"Olllllcy IllId St.ato &rvorc1rnty, IlIId ~cd 
f<)r tho o<>lllin& &tta~k on Mississippi'. \fly ot We. 

did not 
0' 

00 

-= ",0 -
..... 

gov ..... liont. 
ralatlona. Tho 

;;~;k on "fl"lXldolll 
IlION v:lgQrQU.! and bnl.tal tho 

ro-olact.1,,m. Thoro wdD'toll no pollt.1C3l 
no lloun;! roason Cor ~UQn. I t WI cl.eer thD.t 

thCl would PIlko no poll1Uvc hoa<hey in Hl.n:issippi unt:U 
tho nciAl. COqlOs1t1on of the olootoruto "" ~dic.$ll,y chooncDd. 

Voter rogist ..... Uen . tharo!orc. vall chOllOll as the }Jl'1..Iw fiX:UII or 
_omont Mt.1v1.t1os 1n tho stato . In ~l"ison to the massivo doIIIor.lltr .. -
tJ.<>nII Uld.ne place in the rost of thCl South . the FOb=- 50w:d0d .adld. 
Vot.u- l'<>g1stro.t1Ol1 Yoluntoers w<>,ld be ""'r~ \IlId<.l.r tho lOCal. w:tbrolld 
of Inmdrod_y..ar-ol.d Consut"uons1 IOlIIImdIoonta With tho wtapokon apprOVlll 
oJ: the frositkmt _ tOOl'<l was c<;rt.rlru,. no Mtienal oontl"CIV"crsy ovor 
.mother the Negroes had tho rilOht t.a Yot~. 

Thoro was no oont.rC'VU'sy in Jo!1s:s:1uippi c1thcrl tho whito populati on 
ws ~ in tho lxUiot that voting ,....,. a pr1v:il<lll,o. ona to .. wtdch 
the Nugro wns olNiOUllly u.nt1t . Roburt MesOl' veter rog111U!>t.ioP drlvo 
111 ¥.cCo.b. Kl.""issippi. ~t with _b v:101on<:o N>d registrars ,",0 stood 
hst :fer dist ..... neh1l1< .. nt ru:.d WdUil Wo .. llbood. 'nIo bohnoo oJ: paWl" in tho 
rtlCistration boolts of: F1ko County did not c:h"1l&0. In oo.rly 1962 Yott.r 
r-cpstre.t.1on wrko .. " _ad north lnto tho cott.an covnt:ios Qf: tho D<>lta, 
"nd GTC>Oll'oIOOd boocI_ tho fo= of: y"tw- l'<Jghtl"o.tion allt1v1ty. Boro a,/l.1n 
u,o:. spoctacl<> of qUQ\loa of wllld- bo IIor;:ro roaiBtrnt4nt« prO"O'okexl tho Wdto 
c~t7 into v1planto llcUon _ t.hh t.1Jog With tho addod toudl of Couoo:1l. 
~ ... g .. n1:tod ooonaado r ......... a-outs . 

\lath tho heo-'..o,. """''''nt. w ... k :f01"00 st""dily gl"O'ol1l\& - tho n ..... 
... ,.,...dt,a boir« ror th.G _t poIrl ""Uvo M1581 ... ,I'¢-~ns . th .. vQwr 
rttght. ..... Uon wol"kor~ sotUad <\own to th& long d\I.ll grind of .pr.>adint 
th .. eO~I>ol . Oo,.,lY,,~aint. &nd I'"' .... ',.."tnn I;o.>k up _to of t.b<>1r t.:it!ID; So good 
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··:..~l ~ it .or.:; or .. "'nt in <'ilJ:;>i ;':::t.C<! eeunt.y jaills . Thoro Wll' always th<> 
risk 01: = <mec.sio!'llll banting; lyncll. rn<:>oa Ilrd shootings WOl''' infroqll"nt 
but TI"""l" 'Ulllikol,y. It ba"'~!JI" <>pparant tJlllt thi~ was going to trtko s"ma 
M.rna. 

7 

In m1d- 196) Nagro registretia" stood at ~ thr"" p"rcGrlt r)! 
1111 ~rlGred votGroo in the statel tower than six p=cent of !>ll 
<>Ugihb li0gl'OOs V8l'9 registered. It was dacldOO that no dr&ll!lUC pro
Bl'BSS >IOt1l.d be torthocmng in the aetusl registration Qf: Mbrl.llrlppi 
fu,.grQas until tho Federal C.ov(>rT\f!'!<lnt sew fit to on1'Ol"(,l1l the Co""titution 
U> \:Jt", Sovaro:l.gn state. A.tt.~:".)'t.s at, ~stra.Uon . hmrove.r, ...... e to 
"",nUrwa. Tho pressuro on Mississippi !rom liLthin Mi5shsippi - nnd with 
it pr03SSUl"O on w..l<ltlngton _ ,;ould incroose. Pr<Jlfl'8II15 fe::- tl\ .. politiCl!-l 
odull"tion ot tho JIi199iBSippi Nee;rt> would bo develop<ld. Along with 
thai .. "ogulnr vot<ll' registrnUon act1viti~5 f'1<>ld 'mrk<ll's would ba 
(JXp0>ct9(! to crgnnizo (",lIIIIII1niUGS lind to taach the.:n the rUQin"o;n~ or 
lk>mo""aey. The FraodOIll Vote C>I"'l"'ign rar GovGrtlor in the 8Ut1,llll1'\ at 
196) ( in ..trl..o::h large IlUl<i><ll"S of ..tdto volunteors parUciplitod lor the 
Inst ti""" _ under COFO nuspioGS) provCld tho basio SOund1le&8 ol this 
I>pprca"h. ~ in Ute sbto VOl"<! OIlgo,. lor political actiVity; thGY 
WOIlt.ed to :roghtor, tho,.- wtlntod to voto. 

Th .. C.S. [k:;pnrtmont c£ JU$t1co in tho moonwhilo 'had not beon 00 .... 
plotoly ifllLotive. 'rho Civil P.:l.ghts Aot !>f 1960 had wrlPOworOO tho !lap!lrt
m.ont to 1n:rt1tuto SlUts "£tdnst ont1ro st.9.tos .. s ",,.n .85 against. ir.diYi
d=l rBSistn.'r"5 in cn.scs -.;her '" " "ronttorn or pra.etiel)" of votel' cliBcrilni
Mtion,"",s foW'ld . S1llts "'lOre brought "&IliMt tho r egistrars of l"Ot"!"Bll.t 
and. .!a.dison countios, Bnjo.1tti.ng thOl!! fTOl'1 furthor int.orforunco with 
Pong .. o appli=tiOtlll. II!-.on Dopal'tJocnt invost,1gators discCJVurOO "po.ttorn 
and pl"lletie&" U\ somo sirty-odd of MissisSippi's oi€ht.y-M counties • 
.. suit =5 broug..lot agll.1nst t.lm state it.soli". challenging t.'lo vslldl.ty 
of tho ~COtllltitutiol)lLl intorpT...a"ti1on" sagmnnt o! tho applioation fom. 
An .. ;(bowwl,y impol"ttlnt Cixeuit Court docision in tho sprill!; of 1964 
ordol'Gd tho ngistl'ar of PaMIs> CoWI't.y to diaponso '<lith bo·th tho eonsti
t>l.t.i.oMl il\t-orpruuUon tost and tho "ciut1os of a citi'/;on" 3",et1on Il-f 
tho il)l'II! . !It "-bout tho PIII9 ~ a oon3t1tut.io.Ml Hmolldinont O>l.tl .. ",ed 
th" stipnl"till-n ot p~ymont of poll tax as II roquir=nt tor voti~ 
in FndQl'a.J. el"c>Uoru; . 

By Bay et 1964 the focus of tho ~ K;>v"""",t, pgllt';M1 work ...... 
had largelJ" shiftod. to politicAl aducaUon progra."'" and .. tato-wido 
oOllll!m>i1,;y oTgani .... tion. Tho FroodOZll Rogi"tr<:>.tion camp1'd.gn ""3 "",necl.v«il 
til .. Fre>Gdom C:lndid<lt.o!l ran for n'ltional offico in tho l);ooacre.U<: i~ 
on JUl!<> 2. /,nd tho lWW~ . .formod lli."rtsdpp1 Frood'Jlll !llmo<:l""U<: F'nl"t.y 
tlnncnm.eod:its p1".n to lll'l5M.t t.hoJ " ... 'cula.r" ~!l.""i5S1ppi dal06"U.on to the 
""lienal. lJotnoJ":r"'(IU" Convontion. The now rflrty i9 composod untiraly of 
native }lLsdsoipp1Ans. Org<tni"""-tiCMl r.rrtort.s throughout tho semmor ero 
bctng focussod On tho At:u.ntic City ConvGnUll-n in AUGust . 

nns is roughl,y >!hero..., st.llnd 1n tho sw=l" <>f 1964. Th" Stat.. 
Lagislatw-s wa" in e p<tnie throughout tho s,,>"lng; it. ha5 just p!'ucd 
oohat is probobly tho biggC5t batch or clonrly lllC<'nstitlltioIWllaws in, 
tho hLrt.ory of this eountry. Tho C1ti~nNi Councl.l is strollfiOl" th4n it has 
<lVGl" bc-m'l. 'i'l'to Ku JQ11Z 1O.an has 't"uvivocl in tho s,;,-"thwost«'t"n plIl't. of t.>,,, 
sute, "nd bu:t-rd.ng orO"505 hwC' 00 ..... SI,,,tt<Jd all <N"r tho "tnto. The 
Hndcr1l1l!n p"f>(Orr. hllvo """"/l0<3. 1.n & tow ahort ",,,nUl,; , to los to .. "'" 
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• 
cUmato or pnnic <lnd r~ in tho "bit" col1ltllll.ll1ty t}""t Mil s~ood thN)ugi:lout 
tJU,l stato, It 1tr in -this cl1lJ!:1to tMt votor ro&ia~t.i<>n IIQrms .. nd pol.:l.t1ca.l 
workors tullIt cont.1rnu. lind intons1!y \U'""mt Nlg:1Btrat.ion dr1VOII lind bu;Ud 
up ti>.e III&!IS bins tor tho ~ n:.oocrstic Party _?roede". Registration. 
The dangor nail :!.s groatar than :!.t ovcr hils boon - and so h our hop." 

• 
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APPOWU C 
me f , p,P. N!D mE W!!VENl'IQN (HAUoog 

"We are n<>t. .. U~ to t1mction etted.1vel:r in M1",1aslpp1's 
t.nd1t1onoJ. Iluwo<::i'aUc Pal"t:r; thertlf'ore, _ ..at find another ... y 
to align ourselves with the Ne.t1or.! n..ocr.Uc Part,.." ............ 

The l'tbll1l1l1ippi J!'noedOIli IleIIlocratic Party (FD') h open to c1.t.1:r. .. ns 
ot dl. noes and enoourspa the political part1c1pation ot all • ........... 

The Freed<>1II llu ...... " .. Uo P&rty ... nt.abllshed 111 4prll, 1964. At .. 
-ung on April 26 .~tely 200 deleptes !l'OI!l a<:Z'QS\I the state "t 
~ .. T-.porary state ElecuUve CoIIIII1.ttoe tor the party. :r:... toll.ow1l18 poople 
"""' elected to serve On tha eo-I.tt"" (the number ill parentheses reter" 
to Congroul.onal Ibtr1ct): 

It'. Aaron He~. ",""",,0 Rev. Harrill L1n1sey 
CLuk"dala (II Wut Point (1) 

Rev . J .fI. BZ'Own Hr. Lual1 .. Mcl.ellm-e 
!liltties"blu-g (V) Holly S]Ir1DgS (n) 

Mr. Per<:y Olapman K:- . O>arles Rcb1l\1!1on 
JackBon ern) Canton (IV) 

Hrs, Annie Dov1ns R~v . R.L.T. Ss1th 
ClInton (IV) Jawon (m) 

Mr. Sam.!eJ. Glovor Hr. Bdd1u n..,... 
Canton (IV) Vlcksburg (nIl 

Mr1I . Pinky Ball MMI. Evolyn Wtolgbt 
BatUe$bo.\rB (V) ItI.tUNOOrg (V) ............ 

The 1el!lpQl'IU'y State Execut1ve eo-1tt.ee 11 l'UpOndblo tor 8Upel'Y1s1ng 
the oall1na ot precinct, OOUllty, district, aid !It&t.., _U"'s at l<h1ch the 
delegates to Ulo National ~tic CorwnnUon 1dll be seloctod. Aa cd 
July 3. the T""fIOJ"417 Ex~Uvo Colaltt.&u has tixed the fol1otdni datos tor 
the FIP meetings: 

-;;;.T:O bo held boLoro August 2nd, at 

Dl.st;1,ct C8u£W!W': To bo bald during the WIOlc ot AllgUllt 2-B in 
the fol1ow1ng dUes: 

<>1 ...... 
Clarksdt.le 
Jackson 
Meridian 
HatUasbur, 

( I ) 
(n) 
(m) 
(IV) 
(V) • 

.. 
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Th ... stltto Convontion vi.ll <)01'1'1'000 on J.ll3U"t 9 in JaM.on, 

'l'IIo procinc~ _tings _y bo lIt.tondod by anyone who hlIs been rllp.tared 
cm tho P'l'<>Odoa Rogi8tration books, lneJ.ud1ng porsoM who ""'1 be .. agist.eNId 
on o1"f'icdal vot:1ng books of th" state or Ml.lsiSllpp1. 

Tho t'ollow:l.lI6 b ... saJl!Pla I'(jsoluUon that may be 1ntrodlJeed .It 
l'rocinct. oorlVlmt:!.oM >d!, .. ,"o paopl.a wish to do so: 

• 
• OIIaroas vo oollovo tltat tho N&t1m'l&l Delrl<>crlltie Part.y roprosents 

u, .. bost. 1ntaJ'e.tJ or tho aajorit,y of tho poop]." 1n !dssissippi, .M. 
'<a\t>raas tho Mississippi Dmlo=aUo Party hIlS stated in party 
l1t",...tur .. t..'lat it. 1. ""t • pAri. or tho r>l<t.irmal party aOO hI! 
not support.od tho DBlIIoaratic prosidonUal candido-tu , 

'IkI thoNJi'oN> l'<)501vo that. tho delos-tees) from thl.s pred.nct bD 
irlrtructac\ to go on 1'OOoro. 11" thO)' are ult.im/ltol,y selo<::t.od u 
dBlogAt.05 to th .. ~t1e National Convention, IS supporting 
tho party plattorm and the porSOnJ'l IIUOCtod to be tho pArty's 
<:S.!'\d1d,o. to •• 

All of tho .. bov" _tings or the FrGG<lom lJaa:><:roaUc fsrty will follov 
tho pAttorn sUpula.tod 1n tho El.oction 1,1.""1 of Mlululpp:l IS elosol,v 4ft 

poniblo. At .-ch 10'1111 tho p~o for tho olootion of dcllogntoA llnd 
tho) soloeUon or cmmt;; ruld st..ntc axooutivo oCllllld.ttoos will b.> thll .""'" 
." t.hat foUovod by tho trAdlt10nd M1ss1u1pp:1. DamocraUo Puty. 
Any VIlr1at1on.s will be publ1shod ... ofneid rcti1'icaUon by tho Freod<Io. 
~t1e PArty Exocutivo CoIII:II1t.tGO. 

Tho T8IIIp<>rary E:icoeut.1ve Cl:>:=d.ttaa h.as wo doa1dad to conduct II. 

I"reildom Veto betwG\>n AlJ&IlSt 9-20, <hring which Fri!8dom RGg1st.uNKI Votm-s 
will rat.1.!y th .. ~tionsl Comor.t1.on Ibl.ogAtos emoted by the state 
Cbnvontton. 

• 'nIo dalogatos "nd a1tm-natos 10 ao1ootud wU.l 4tt.md the I'IIlUOTIILl 
~t1o Comont1on, lIbere thgy W1ll chillongo tho orodent1ail at the 
pl'Olentl¥ rooognir.od Ml.sa1u1pp1 ~atto party doJ.orat14n. Tho ~ 
IJoIIIOer,o,t1c P&rly do1ogation w:1l..l. ODM1st of 46 dalogatos Md 22 I!.l.f..$rng.tos 
- u.. .. !\\lIIIbor .. llottod to tho Stnt. of M1ss1sa1pp1 by tho naa.:,.crnttc 
IIation,o.l eo-t.ttoe. 

u •••••• n 

Tho Mllrlsrlpp1 rreod.am DoKlcnUe rarty IlIldnta1ru1 an o1'l1eo in 
\ilshin&ton, D.C., 1<h1ch carri ... on activities to JIObilieo ""rthorn support 
for the p&rt-y. Tho Wlllhinston 01'1'1eo 18 now .lo .... ted at: 

1)5) nil" St. /iW 
Wl.shlngt.on, D.C. 

""" rhone: (2(2) )32- 7732 
»)2-77». 

DIe w..lIh1ngUln aCl1eG 18 R.c\!dl"l18torOO by Mr. WlQtar TillOIl" And Min Ella 
Baker. who II" s".,1.,ted by a """U "taIl'. 

14 

• 
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• APPEUmX D 
sure IEKlCRATIC RESOWTIO!>5 III SUPPORT OF THE F . D.P. 

The DlJlKJer4t1.e stat.. Co!!VentiolUl of Hlch1san, Wlsoon!dn, Minnesota, 
1io8N.chllsetts. lind Oreson hAVe "lrandy cart resolutions in support ell the 
C&\lse espousoo by the /tisdss1pp1 P'l'eadom !lDmocraUc Party. SiJldlar re
solutions hl<va 00en passed by the OanIocNtic ExaCllt1v8 Colalttees in .New 
York and CII,I1rern1a. In addit:1on, two of the I!!Ost populou~ COllnUS,. in 
Col<>radc, Denver and .Ads.I!I.!!!, have paSBed r",""olutionB..n1cl! they will catty 
on to the state DeI!loeraUo COnvention on July lEI . 

The f'ollOld"'t! .are sampJ.es of 110l'Il9 of those resolutions l 

W!!!REAS. tho traditionnl DGIIloC1'at,ic party or Ml.ssbsippi is unduocraU_ 
.... lly COl'l8t1tuted 1.n that it diGo:r1mI.nates against large ITUlIIbers or a1t1-
r.<mII; and. 

hHEREAS, the t~tiona.l ~tic hrty ot Mississippi d<wos not support 
the pl.o.tf<ml and pollcdes of the Rational [l11II'''~r&t1o Party; and 

\iHERW, the trad1:t1onal OiItIoCl'll.t1o P8ny of msdss:1ppi in 1960 did not 
support the nom1n&es of tho IltmQerat1c N8:t.i<m"1 Convention despite 8 pl.e<l;ge 
IIl8de et th.li conv'mtion by l ... dQrs of that "tate's delegation; snd 

WHEREAS, II Fl-Mdon! DsI!iOC1'atic Party is bo1ng ostsbllshoo in the stato of 
Ml.ss18s1pp1 "Whicll is open to .U <lit:il:en6 rega:rdl .. "s of l'OlC" and whieh 
11'111 SUpflorl th<l na.tiowl p14trO)'-"I Uld candidG.tes; and 

, 
WHDIEAS. the !'I:'eedoll DalllOcnt:1o Party plans to 80ek to be "_ted 1n placo 
ot tho dale£aUon i'rOl!! the trad1t:1onal Do:oooratio .. arty of Mlsa1nipp1 
at. tho 1964 Ilm!!ocratl.c National. Convent.ionl 

!lOW ~RE bA it. l'<lsol",ed t.h&t tho MolY. 1964 ~shten..w County Democratic 
Conv<lntion horaby aSQ tho state C)Onvention to urge tho Mlchigan delega
tion at t.ha i'orth.eolo1.tlg b/I:t1onal convention to tab I:U appropl'1.ato act:1on 
to !eat the del"£ll-t.es from th. Froodoa Owoo<:ratic ?arty or Mtesi!81pp1 it 
they should petition tor credential .. and to dOf\Y Cl"edantiili to the dele
gat'"' tram tho tradlt10nal DBlIlOoratio Puty of Missbsippi. 

(Thi .. reSolution lIII.S passod IlnIlniDlo\U'l,y by tb. De!l<>Cl""Uc State Convention 
Jun. 12_1), L&!'IlIi.ng, MLchigan. ) 

Minnesota 9t..to Plmoptatio Farner-L/!bQr Comrnnt.ion: 

1. n.1t tz-ad1t:iona.l ~C1"lltio hrty of. Ml.ssisBippi is II. totally 
segr9f;ated party 'l!Moh dollS not plll'llll.t hundra.ds of th""""nds or: Noogro 
<li tiuns in Mississippi to vot-ll. or othand .... p.o.rtic1pat& in ita siTairs. 

2. Th .. "traditio.",.l rao-ot'B.tic Party of ~Ji$dsripp1 tti.d not sUppOrt 
the 1960 p1s.tform or ""rv:tltt~te3 of til .... Uonal. r-...eraU .. PlIny II.nd now 
prool.a1..s that it is not a pArt of' U>e natlo ..... l Il9 ... ,,,,raU .. P~rty. 
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) . J. FNedc= ~.tia party 1s ~ estabUshed 1n M!.srtn1pp1. 
YII1c:h 1, open to &ll c1U~8M ragar<lloll or race and 1& COlBitted to sup. 
port the naUonA.l plattOl'lll and OIond;1date,. 

4. DIe Fr-x. DaI!Iocratio Party 10 naldna: to s .. t. lUI delegates 
to the 1964 ~t1c ttaUonal Convention In paoe or the delept.e!o tro .. 
the traditi_l IlamDcraUa hJoty or l!bnssippl. 

S. Hi.1'Q)dota velcOlMll t!'Ii. opportunity' to dellDnat.ro.te it. <inotion 
to juaUce and ..... 1 r18hts tor all c1tiWlW r~.r<ll ... or raee, oroed , 
color, or naUOftIll 0rig1n. 

~RE, BE I'I' RESQLVED that. Ws Oomentiol'l1zwtMleta the M!.nnesou 
delesation to the forthoomng o..o.:ratin *"tional Convention: 

1. To take all .ppropr1a.to .otion to preYent the seating of the 
delegaw fro» tho traditi_l IlIIIioCN.tia Party of Jo!I.usissippl. 

2. To ooNd.do~ the request to .... t the clfJlegatoa or tho Fru.1a:n 
IleIJIoc.ratia Party vith I1=JIIlUQr and in tho l.1gbt of .u tho f.cta that 
viU be pn"entecl to tho a-edonUals Comd.tteo or the DPIocratio National 
COttY ..... tion. 

) . To foUQII tho ..... policy it theo ~t1&l. of .. zv othor State 
del.tion ...... c:halloneect en the grouncb on 1oih1ob the Ml.ni.rlppi deleg'_ 
tion od.l.l be chJ.llenpcl. 

BE IT J7IlR'!'HF2I; RESOLVED tb.at aop1u of Ws relIobtion shall be ...... t to 
the -.b6M1 or the DoI!IoeroUc N&"t.ional o.-1.ttoe , it. ~n, ancI to 
tho CbiIJ. ... n or ... ob St.te ~Uc Party. 

(Th.1. resolution WD.$ pauod un.an1IIously by the Dr :>Ntic hmer-Labor 
Party, _ting in cOll'O'ontion J\U16 27. 1964, at the St. Paul Hotel, St. 
Paul , ~ot&. l 

Aa o.oc.r.ts and as -mMr3 of the Ilational re oratio Party,,,, beU .... e 
that tho naUQnl.1 convention, the tovOM'd."" bocl;y or the tlamo<:r.tio Party, 
5hollld const st o~ or <!Glegate!l dwotad to the pt'1noipl_ II.Jd obJeet1ves 
of the Puty and _o.are dW,y elected by _bow-$ or the Party. 

\i!ERFAS , t.h.e p ... tmt 0 ,,",tie Party or '01:10 ,tatoa pu.bUaly ,tat.d that 
thoy are 11'1daperdent of tho National !lIIIaocn.Ue Party and that thO)" do 
not support tho pol.1c1as and phttol'lll or tho IIo.Uonal. c.oe~aUa Party or 
the Party 1taolt; and that they opposo tho pr1.nc1plOll, oandid&tu , and 
obj..,U..,u of' tho IiaU_l Puty; and, 

~, tho procumt 0 ....... Uo Puty 111 <>IIZ"toIWl states b", ~_Uc&ll¥ 
pNYontod c.ac.cr.u , who happen to be !~, t ...... votinc 111 the Party 
Pl'1-rlu aDd flo<.. ~ deler;ato. to tho ~Uo !IIlUono.l eonvon
UOll and . theI'oCOiMI, h'" no properly ol.ftot.od dolBgatN, 

Page 136 of 353



17 

1.'!IEREPI1U:, !lE IT Rf3:L'1EIl. that tiM Credentials C7.Iln!.ttoo rU.' the llew York 
srot.e DclegaU'-'n et 1:..'le Ile:rl~r~tI.<'I NII.t.111'QRl. Corrront;1<:'11l ahall. e:mrd.,e 
cV<'.ry arf-rt t<I .. .&lao C6rt.Un thet .nly th"~EI delegates wh<"l are pl.e<1ged til 
the prl~ples. 1I,ll~ .. bjeCtiVM .. r the Noti .. Ml. Da!-!"c:J'!ltic l"arty lIS 
e,...,.~~ed in tho Perty plll.tfflnll be l'Ie!lted a8 rcpre:oent1ng tba1r !Jtate 
PIU't? 
(Th:b rc, ... l.uti"l\ WII3 p&9~ by the New Yeori<: St.ttte ~r>er'ltic c.:-nttee 
.. n. ~~ 15; 196Ii) •• 

'lIhn::.L.'1, tbo D::oux:ret1c Purly .. t Viscensin 1:1 t'1rI'lly CO!d.tt.ed to thE' 
princ1pl.o 'If .-00-'-= rm&-vcto; and 

Wlfrm''''1 . too T\!l'!N:ratir perty .. r this ]'!:tete 11'! cormdtted th:Ml its t-lt!.tr<n'l'_' 
mrl ito ("lln<l1dntes VI actively strl:m t'U" lagiall!t:1:m that Idll eTllIIIJ'/I, 

~<;U8l.1ty UJ'IrWr tm l'lv tel' I'I1l cit1z~ns; mel, 

'll'HillElI3, in oort."l1n "tm.e9 such 89 MI.1Isi!lsip;l1 dcle£atr-~ /!I'(' IIcl,><;wd 
by .. :oon-reprfll .. m.v.t1.ve 1Ih1te ndn"1"1t;,.. IIIld, 

WHERrJ~'l. tho' .rfulal !lc:wcrnt1e Perty in (:(IrUdn at.eu1'! M:! not ~Ippf'rll'd 
tho Wlt:! .. m:L ticknt "r the Mti_nal plntrom part:1cul.8l'lS in I"(lgRrd 'M 
e1 vU rl4tt.:l; 

rn£ll&'RE, he it l"GI:J"l\"lid that the "'ll1e"'M1n dclecatinn t.o tho ~atJ.c 
tilltinnnl. CeTT?alt.irn be urg6d tr- t'PP"lIe the accred1t:t1\t ot thr>~Cl atli.t. 
'-vl-Gf;ntl.",.::1 thnt ero not 10;1'81 u the bad<: civil. rlghte Prlncipl.cll .. 1' ~ 
•• E the 'b:;"Cratie Mti'lnal. platror.o; Imd. 3l it iurtJ\(;r rc~l'lRld tM.t the 
~ " ~"n:.dn delegati"" t ... tho J:u"Cl"etic li''lt.1ancl ConvUI't!..;JTl. be urged te 

su,.""Crt the eQcn3ditetbn .t the "Free". j)JlcgnUon~ as en c~:dm 
er OIIr SIlpp<:lrt flOr the pM.ndplc (It "nE:-IIIIIn onc-v,;rw, an1 t.<'! en=""'" 
•. ...., wb"I nr'l WQTld.tll 1'" V>">tm" rcg:1strati"n of Il d1!1'~nttarwhl"e-d 

.. .,J. ",r:l ty. 

{Thio "..t: .. lutien _ plleOU'! nll..m.~",I.~ly by VT'ice V'"'te at too \-1i"~n 
st.Irtn ~",.~" ...... ., ""'''''. )oil"" ,10 • '.r'~ ,,,,I,, •. -'11"' ~", lo6~ . 
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"""""'X E 
~The Right" tri 'Vote- 1n M1:I3i::laippi 

Ott1dal rflS13t.l-II.tl..ro t1gures shew tMt I'Inl:f some 20, 000 NegIT"", Ill'e 
registered in Missisnppi as eanpered 1;() SOC, COO whiteS' . This represents 
l.e"3 than n I'll the 11)5.000 Negr08ll fit voting age 1n the 8tate. 

" 

('I'hfl tl'llowlng are selected pll!13&ge9 !'r'm a speech by Prolessor Russell 
H. Barret t Dr the Un:iV'llr!lit y t"l Mississippi , "ntitled "votirv Quallficati'>I'...'I 
in lt1srlmnpp1')t . 

" • •• The ~gent voting laws o[ l1I.iJS:1mrlppi lIere intended t. be ':th=1~ 
ttdnato..;y ••• 'nleSII req'JllT..ents have their m !l1n 1n eOIl8t1tutiOMl. a:mendDoante 
which Wl'iI ~l-m.ed by the l ilgislatur" in 1955 and 1962 . and 1n both 
CMas p.tbl.1c ~tf101a11l cue!Ull.y avoided 1!IDkitl4! staternl.ltlt.$ which ~rl be 
used 1n court aet:1.orm a~ ~t CIt 1ntentl..m tel discrlrginate . In 1954 
G<W9J1'>Ol" White did say that the amendmo!nt would Mund to maintoin ""&reg&.- ... 
U _n, " but 1n 1962 Represtmtative That:p3'm 1'.cC!l.ell1ln urged legl. .. lAtor.:r 
t. • ...n.d IIDId.ng "unneoessary quest1ooo" about the leg1.tl1ation 1n public 
and there wU .... debat.. on the (lbV'1<n1l1 J7lIl'PQSe It t btl l egislation 1n 
e-1t.her )'I'!-.r. 

" The newpapers lind the Clt1zem ' Counc:U Wl)re 1 631:1 dilICNf!t , and 
they were relied Uj'IOI1. to provide wh"tever explandion llie voters ~ have 
needed . In October, 1954, Robert B. Pattcr8'ln i~ reported to ha'RI ~a1d 
at a Cit1o;ell8 ' Council meeting "7'he mn"ndment ,ill intended ~olely to 
l1m1 1;. llegro registration . " The ' Jackson Ddl:; Ne"" copied a st.a.temont by 
PatwsQl'J as an ed!.tor1.al , !It'd its ~tcTy OIl the electiml re!ltllt:J carrlnd 
lbe headline, "Const.1tut.1ona1 ~nt 'to BCl'ltr1et Negro Voting G1~n 
19-1 te'''1 at Poll.:J . " !bring the c8f!:p.a:16T1 on t.hc I'\oral character a.-.cndllont 
1n 1960 the Jackson State-Timell cd1tor1al1'od, "ltd!! prop"'llXl MerldJH;;nt 
111 not .u.oo at kaeping wtd.te pgop1e fro. ""tinc, no au.ttcr how ,""rilly 
corrupt they r:ay be. It ill Ill"! ill- disguiscd IIttoopt ti koop qualified 
NegrOOlJ tr3D voti!1.s; and as s\lCh, it ahculd Mt ha1'O the llUf'POrt of the 
peoplo r>t M1"s1"s1pp1 . ~ When tho legislature got a.rgund to 1:op1c..ooting 
the new rcqIlr"""",t in 1962, a 00"" repcrt s tated that tlla 0011 la"" " aro 
1nt.cndad to lOake it IIIOTO diftieuJ..t for NegrOCll to regisw· . " • . . 

"First, the wholo pattern ... r voting rl>Qld,rCl!l(:Ou! and of the rng:1.!J
tration .ten. is calculated to Mke the procell" appellr tothG voter to be 
a he>pclolloUy fOl'lOl1dable ono. Tho pat,rem i" 9UpPOftcd to bri9tlC with 
c'lCIplcx1tio.e which culminate in tho p,lblicaU<>n r>t the would-t.>e TOur's 
nllnlC 1n tho 1....,al ncW9paper for t wn weeks . A major purpose ot all ttds Is 
to 11(1 "VCl"wt\eJ..- tha ""te-r UlIIt ho w1ll oot have the audacity eV\'n to 
atw.opt rilgistr.t1on . Behin<1 thh approach ill supposed to be _ and all 
too ofu.n ill - a co_llcction of fCar!l that S(ft()OIl(l will "hallcnge the vet"" ' 11 
lII"raJ. oh .... acter. that he may be prosecute(l tor perjury, CIT that he may be 
IJIlbjootcd to econc.1c or ot.'>er pI'(!lI$Ul'OS 'if Ix! nttll1tpts to register . 
,",Gac ,",,0 hR.vo fnr)'CAl'S controlled stato politi"'" MSllJllC that this rear 
Idll be B PI'lftU"t'U.l weapon against vnt.o,. 1"~1"lratiOIl , ynt the plain tact ill 
that. it 110 by f ..... !.he _1,. .",1,,,,,,· .. 1.1 .. (lOr their d<-r"'MOS •••• 

-

Page 138 of 353



20 

~A IIC<:ond impllI't.nt point in thnt ttx- lav providlll'! no clear or meanirl£-
1"u1 standards tot' ita highly general req.t1l"rur.ent9 . 'I'Iw!l1l nov iml1liar gener
Al1t1e!l require the vewr tc he able to explain any 9ectlon or the Cot'l8t1-
tut..1.on, to de$eribG tho obllgat;l.OTl."I or citiZCTI9h:1.p, and to dmonstra'te to 
the Cireuit Clerk tbat ho is of good CIOra! character . It is clear that 
t,hoao ~ts loId"ll atatod vaguely tgr me si:!lple rellflcm, to pen::l.t 
tho ntlgiatrlll' to &pply d1.ffcront st<mdarda to d:ii'tcrcnt pooplc . 

n ••• It 1s wcrth o:;\lot1.ng l4hat W8S !laid in 1955 by the mhn ..tic Wo:'l then 
PT~dent. a:C the Miss1!1sipp1 Circuit Clerk:'!; ' A$Mc1ation, Rubel ftd.lllps . 
In cauplain1ng llbo!.i.t the 'oorden placed, by the nev l avon ct.reu1t. clerb. he 
ald.d, "Many clerkl! teel the la., is d1scr1n!1nntnry and that II burden i~ 
~ on ~ W d1.IIfl"anehiac ""'TV perlIoru! 1o/h" have been vnt:1ng tl'r ~!!I"> • 
.•. ~II 14th lellS Uum 10 ytllU'lI ot 1l:rper1enea pro&!lily ........ud.."\~ t he lIhle 
to en:<wm' tho q.1OSti<%l1l prope!'ly • ••• " 

n u..- IllI! 

The FREEIO! RmI3'lRA'l'l'l'll" dri'l"ll i s dooigned to IIh,,". that. tbOW'lsnd!l or 
N~ Wl'nt. to become rcg1$tcre4 ""tors . The Frecd~ Registration f'Ot"llS, 
wh:I..ch Me similar to ~ in CUTl"Cnt. UlJO in the North, a/'e ,"",ch !J1lapler 
tn&n those used by tho State of Mies1a:dppi . The lema ~!ull!tr-ate what wo 
ttdr.k to be the onl¥ nOOEssary rDq\.l1l'U11(lnts too:: vot:i.I1g. PQ~lo d., NOT hll7C 
to bf) ablo to rcad md write in Cl'der to reg1sUir rm the Freedom P..,gi.!tr"t:lan 
books . R<ls;1l1um"1I will 1'1ll out tho tOl't"..'I tor ttl""" who (:annot read and 
writ.<l lIZ! they Ul'llIlII:r the questions . SU(:~ p(:oplc will 1Ii~ with ~X'su 1n tho 
proaence ot lit lC&"It tiro 1d.tnesSClll . The tolloW1na 111 Il copy or the </Ue.!t;l.aos 
ll:'lkert On tho FrCt'ldom Reg1~trl1t1on Porn, 

-------- .-------.-- ------------------------------
State ot Ml.e!dssippi , County oj"" ___ _ 

SIro:n'\ ttl lind s;lborcrlbcd b6tOTe IIIC by the abo"", named _______ _ 

____ on this, th .. ,-~ 196, __ 
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NIlgt 0 Voters by Diat.r1et and Caun~ 

(Thu r "Uoidng statistics are h'mo the Col'\gl"'&$!donal. Querterly. Week 
9lld1"6 July S, 196), p . l.C9l - J . ) 
!>1rst ll!.lItrlct. ~N(lrtbeast2 

County Negro Pop. Over 21 ~klO ROIlis. Votar!! Pnr(l{),,~ 

Alcorn 1 , 1$0 61 )oS % 
t..ttull 11 . 262 61 1. 1. .. 
Calhw.:n 1 ,767 0 0.0 :I 
Chickasllw 3,0<4 0 0. 0 :I _to. 1,105 10 . 9 % Cloy ","'" 10 ., , 
ltawanba 1063 "' 10. 2 I 
too 5 , 1):) 2Jl L.5 .: 
"''''''"" 8,362 70 . 8< 
M_~ 5,6.10 9 ., , 
Horubee 5,172 0 c.o :r; 
(J<t1bhllha ",m 107 2:.2 " Poot.otoe 1,019 , .L> 
PrimUs" 1,(170 18 1 .7 " 
T1sm.l.~o. 3>9 , 

1.7 " Wehstor 1,174 , ., , 
Winston 3, 611 57 1.6 • 

Second llhtnct (II'orthlll!lst): 

... ton l,U9 150 I DS ~ 9011,.= 15.9)9 ,,, 
) . 6 " _oll 2,704 3 ." CMlhoma 11""",, 1,800 12. ) ~ ",,,<>to 6, 246 , .0$ Grllll.ada 1.,)2) 61 1.4 l!: '0"",, 6.1)7 

'" ". au:,phrors S,S61 , .... Ia:raquontl 1,081 0 0 . 0 , Lot.,..", 3 , 2)9 "" 11..1 , Lofioro 1).567 "8 1 .9 ,. llarshall 7,16) 90 1 . 2 " EontgCImCT.Y 2,621 II ." Pa!I(Jl.a 7,2SO , .0;< on""'. 5,67) '" 
, 

7.6 " '!harkcy 3,125 3 ." SUnfl\l\fOr 13.521.. '" 1.2 :r; 'J'illllh.c.tcl!1o 6,48) , . 07 .... "' .. 4, 326 0 0, 0 :c Tippoh 1 ,261 176 1). 7 " Tunica 5,822 " . 'I " Urden 1,626 , ... 
I'1Il.6h1ngWn 20,619 2,563 12 . 4 " TlIlob.>she , ,"", , ., , 
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Com" 1I11f!j!'O POP. O'V'el' 2l Kesro Regis . Voters PlnC«lt 

'nlird IlI.Btr.l.Ct !'Jaut.tr.r.Jt}: ,- ' ,JW 1 .~O ll. \! % .... , 3,560 1 ,OJ< 
Clnoome 3,'" '" 1 .2 ,: 

""'''' 6,Im '" . )1$ 
Franklln l , 8li2 146 1.9 , ,",,, .36 ,1.H 5,000 1). 8 , 
J'(lUaf'lIon J,54D 0 0, 0 " r.lne~1n 3,91) 516 1l. 2 J m, 6,9.36 2<f7 ) . 0 J 

'lrfalUlall ' ,490 ) .1$ 
"UJ.en lO,7lli 1,100 lO. ) , 
V llld r!I CISI 4 ,120 110 2 . 7 • 
yu~ ' ,119 178 2. ! , 

PCIIa"th ltI.lltrlet (c.ntnl) : 

OWk. 2,988 J4 
"k! J'llIJper 3,675 6 ,. IGlpGr 3, 221 10 .,. Lwdo!rdlll.. ll,?2L 1.>00 lO. l , to ... 3.m 150 4. 11. J Ka.d1:son 1.0,366 500 4.8 • Nenooba ' .565 , .,. lie;rton 3,018 

" 1 .1 ,: Rarlld.n 6,91;.4 /(l .6, Seott. 3, 752 " ." """'00 ),186 61 1.9. ... '" 1 , 29) " 1. 9 S 
.!!tUl Il1JtJ!1~t (SOUtheast) , 

Fl.Tl'eOt 7,1.95 " ., , 
o.~ .. 5"" 1) 2. 2 ,: ,~. 7,1.27 '" 1l.7 " '- l,On 0 0 . 0 J -" 3,6)0 Loo U . O" l'I:arl R1wr 2 ,47) 0 0 . 0 ,: "'= 1 ,140 

'" n .1 ,: ::WntI '" Ll 11.< ,: 0....-. 859 '" 11 .6 J v.,.,. 2,sS6 0 0. 0 , 
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AP'PE2IID: I F' 
THE VlJIm: IF nE m.tm:trllIAL Mr:.-<.:t!iNIPPI !m'DtRATIC PAR'l'Y 

The follo\dll(t aro seleeUOIl3 i'r0"l0l the -Pl.et!<lm. lI1Id Principles Qf the 
~8m!!1pp1 3tate ~atic Party". adnpt.ed in Conwnt1on in the City ~r 
JBcl<son, J1lne 30, 1960 . ('t'he Party has not. yet adopted its 196/. plaUcl"'ll 
it. wUl !:reet in Convent!"", nn July z8 in Jaekoon): 

• •• V .. <'In! appooM to strnng centralized gcVl'!nr.ent, nat1r<nal "I' !tat.:-. 
,> 

2l 

"e bolien in 3tateal Ri£htG and local lIIo1f- goYW"iont, cnd ere unal:tera.
bly oppased t'l any et\m'GIlChment upon the right(J "If tho atatas by too federal. 
i'>VtlMll'll"nt, Or any oop:ll'tnmt or agency tblu'eof, and v.pon =ty and IIrJn1d
f>'ll- gc.YCTl'I!lQnt by tho ot.e:u. , I'IT any depar'boont or agcney there<'t . 

'lie brJl1.eve in the throo soparat.c and d:l.st:1net dapartzolel'.t8 oj' go~t 
a.:l lIet t"l'th in tho fedlrral am! state con:rtJ.tutl.l'>tl9, nlII'ICl.Y. lc;i5'laUYt>, 
jlldiOial., and el(&Cut.1vn, end ~PP"tlo:: tho III\CrOOChlllant uj'('TI nr UfJ!.U1"&t1<m or 
the l\ma1.1rns ot "lie by e1 the:r nt tho r>thfU"S, and ..:' expre~uly "on.trr:n t.'w 
dc<lis1...-, of UIII &1l1"$8 CQIlrt of the ~tcd States in the! Bro~'n ~c~o.~l 
~~ l'ftn':it>l'ed May 17, 1954, 8Ild lI'I1b:1equcnt d<'d.!!1rms at that cmn·t, and 
:l.n1'''rilll' t9'ierel crm'w, lItrfi:1ng down lltate COIllltJ.tutif'lUl lIlId 13V8 !'l"'vicfi"tt 
tor the (!<>ndunt. ru ... :t opel'1ltioa Of pubUc IIchco1.4 and public I/dlClltiJn tdt.h:1n 
thn ,tat.os ... 

We lIl'e <!pp":,sed to 8!IY l.egislat.1nn, .!lIdunl or lltat.o . sett.1118 "CJ" ,.bat ilt 
kn'JW'tI as II F::r:1J' &!ploSl-"'Cnt. Pract.1l1ell COI'7.d.ttee, c~ 1m""", M ~Ff.1\!· • 

••• WE IIrQ -.p)'>Oaod to tho IlnIIctllKmt by t.'le COf1I;TC!JII or tho Unite.i stat.::s ot 
U-'" ~c_"ill."" anti-pell tax JiIOMUre' as boirlft in violation r>r tha rlght.s or 
U,,, st.atea V. til: tIW! ~CIlt10n.!l or el~ctOl"tl and in l'101llti''Jl rot the 
prov1.eillt~ Qf the CQnlIt.1t'ltion of the Un:1t1m States . We tevor t.h9 p<)U ~ 
ll<ld lIN "PP'?Oed to IlI1)" etw...pt to abolish it e:ither by fed<ral .... state 
leghl.11ti'ln., 

W" b<"lliVl:l in the tl.roe-h"oored and CMrl"Md trlld:1.t.1<'r1..~ DC tho ~th ami 
"!'Jl~e'i to any l"gi9lat1on. r,!')'vmoent., or poliey which wouJ.:I do v:l,,,lenee to 
""" do:"'b-~ thm. 

'till ~1IfI the ratil'1..cation by tI'\(l United Statatl of the Genocide Con"11fl't5t1n 
or tho Un;!:t.t:ld. Nation!! , the PI'op<:l!!ed f!l.u.'Ian ~hts COIII'WtiCI1 anJ tho C;l.vU 
R1&l':t.:I /)In.Il;."fI<otrrr:, the lIo-ealleoi. World COV"rfIIIICnt , World t crurt, tIT lillY othor 
pr;JpQ:I!!l. ,,1' the fJrd:wr! n"t1.ons ••• 

We fllV>Or t.hEl -"nrWent ,,1' the COTl8t1w.t1on r4 ~ United 3t.ate!! t"' lir.1t 
tho tN-at.y !!Wdng ~r nC the President, lind the Sell,ll.k ••• 

t.h We .~Ueve in tlw tr~at:1on "r the raccs I'nd are unalt.crsNy 'I'f'<'~ccl to 
it> npe<!l. ".. 1U<j;tfi"nUon "f tJ,,, II gJ"egaUnn law of tJw 'ltat.o . end we 

",n~~; l.n''''tP"aUot. !II'l1 ~JIC prt&c!:ice of rnm-.~<'tJ'I9C"t1..cn . We IU"e 11l':o)t. rnhly 
<-p[.IGSed tn otnyani ill efi'')rt.8 to ""pe'll the mlsoogonat!lon ln~ .. . 

•• • W~ b.<:!lieV<l in tha 1lta.tu:ncnt.8 and p:l'ilnl'l"'l or the ~ltJ"'m 1'."n:1!"e!lt", 
"h<!o;>t"A by ~ooll;\or.m .. ~ nf the H'~I~a ,,:: 1'''1''' -•. ~,f~I" ""'Irl " .. "Mn in 

'" ~"'r~r'~., ,.f ~l" n"~' ..... 1 'l'_,,>, 1,. W,,')'. 1<>Sf'. 
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", 
We bolieTe 1n tho S<.lp8l"at.im of' the races ill the u:'I1wrs1t1.ea lind eoU~. 

in the P'~bl1" "chl)()ll!, in public transportation, in pIIblle pe:-klI, in publiCI 
pl~"IUld3, zm<! in lIll 3J'hcros of eClt1V1ty liIeN! oxpc:r.iollCO bas ahnwl t.bat 
it ls rol' t.ba 00$1. l~.t of both l"1l.CU8 that IJIICh 'epc!rat1:m bo .. b:!~ 

•• • Ul.dcr God, 'I'bt Aut.hoJo of L1bcl'ty, ve st4nd tor ind:l:rl.daAl ~d~ and 
pl.in0l1.B] dign:l.ty of' tho J.,r:xr1em1 citizen, ......... 
~ rnUOlI1nv. rt.acluti"D 1I11III adooto<l in CoITYImtlm in JM'K""l1, "'n 

/, • .sf; ]./';, l!)f.o (nftcT tho DalloereUo CO!T'l'llntion 1:n LM AngelC!l): 

"Y t.nT<:Eorc. be it l'<.ool~ bJ' the DerI<'JoO"atic PaTty or l'!Uri.~siP¢ 
it. ,,,,.u..~or. ItO:'! bled in too City or ,11lCkD<m. on title 16th day of Augu"t. 
1?(>(1, that >oc , admCl'oil ~~ '4th hmUllty thIo diVino POl1m' of AlJdj;hty 

.1,001 "tIIM1ns rear1,," lr. cvr bcll.<t in cc~tuticn.Gl. ~t. 
tbI.I rlghts of tbe statlt4. ,,~atiC1l ot the rllCG8 IlIld 1;h(' jUliO, nltion 
t f>Ur tr"cl:i:t.l"ll-'ll ~ltt.crn m.rtcan w.;y or life, do hrcroby d<ldanl and 

Ilft'lrn 
1) 'r.l&t "" ~.lOct ond ~o tba pl.att~ ot btoth rt.t1:."nal f'In"t1.~'!II mel 
their ear,<il.datcs. 
2) nlllt W'l nat.\"1r.ll am r<::adopt tho PlnU'= anJ prlnoiplCC'J (It thll 
IL-' Cl':;.tl0 Pnrt.y ot M1"':d..u1~ ndoptod ••• C1l tho )Ot.h ~ d' JIInI. lOf.,( . 
J) Th~t If'1 III 1 hna.-t'-"""1y awr'J\'1l thI:! cour~ IU'" f"M"ooM Mi:KU-tf7 ... 
Ro~rt 11$ VI that pc.rti,O'l of tho !lat:1<>n11l !):o.OCI·at:1a rL:!t.tam omt ned 
QCiVll R1,hts~ pr'~cf.t.ci on beh.ftl.f of til 3..!Y\;J"d.gn ~btes tor n,,~. 
:.rltart.~"'" nandi, GeorQlI, Inv1rtanc., ~s1!1111ppi, 'lr.tn C!rr\,U,,", 'l"",th 
Crol1na. ~!Intl~~"", and Virg1n1l1 , 

., ................ . 
rm r"ll~>Illl€ ero o:<r!(>rpt,. tTOI:I Clnpa;1.gn l.:1terllturO dtIotrlktt d 1:'1 t.he 

PI< 1 B. J~Im!!% tor fl.o<romor CO/IIpa:l.gn, 196). 

:-!l33I'3SlPYI REPvatICI.!!S llrtWlG!R MIS3"~ VIm ')lI>PAE'l'Y mrl"~ 

The n"''I'"orTl1e:ht"!! ""'~U~«I'..s 1:'1 M:1~rl~!11l'flI.- arc plllyj:ng with po!.1t\.eal dynll-
mtc V IId...,c"U", II tt«>-l>Ut7 ~j..,.,t 1n our .. tat.:: . 

n- ' iT>llCpa'icnO'ld, 8t-cllllod ll"publ1cop.l1I!I I'r"~dly boa.~t that ~thq are not 
bourJli IT ... !¥>;r tloep-:oeatt I ta~ ""d pz'I ~,d1.,. ~ W.i, I dcvn bl1r.:fly f'nE' put 
£C!I'IC,.'tt1<lf1S,~ GIlt tN!y IlIIW<r d1~"..lS" til real k!r'gLrlll 0:[ 11 tvr_party roHtj
to!.l ".1StI:a 1n .. ,t.lr.to lth Millsbrl.ppi with II ~bl"ck-wt1at:" 1It\n"rlty gl' 
thAt r"TJr~o'lt1t' VW" L<JS 'r our popnlation. 

'nv!"e I>U-stl'hd ft~.l."llt """n ar.d JtlImIit 1Q!Ien lind ol,/('r people wl.th J"'Ul'f: 
1d<-II'I

n cithel" <i: not )mnW' or thQY drH~t.ety """'<>r tho' (lI"ts rot 11..r .. 
II:! ':boy .. :d,st, in P.l~~:hrlppi ~irJ". 
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~:m:mpp! ~,:~ lLJ.. 'I'H!; 1B'IC!'ITS '.fl:'niOO'J.' rnr. V'1'!'{ B'ot ilt.:-nmg 

. •• ;.~ ¥.\.s!t1s"ipp1 J:leo!I)c:l"ab it£ ere enjoying all ~r tho /Jo-clllled &boru!'it • 
.. t.Iti3 hK>./)l1:'ty IIYl1t.e:n. thmuc:h :r~1" Stnt$ !leI::O<'rat.1c ;>ri.:l!"l'Y dect.i,'""~' 

iii thout 1>lt'p03ing the people nt ~!18I1Hs1pp1 to th~ d1l1l13tr~lI e~ and 
lind eonditi~1lI!I tJ>..at IfOIlld ~el<r' folbl( tha d1v:lsion of CO!l3ervnt;!:v>' 
11h,r.b~.!.opien" int.o two political CJD1)8, tInu P-\"i:1g the balance ,r po 
'into til" h.m:t:J cr tn.. II'!:I.nonty. 

()u- H1~:;1~'J1pp:!. !l'>.!TI<Xlratic P:u-ty it! Ilntirely 1ndepe'l'!ent "'Id 1~ !'rC<J _ • 
til\? 1n1'1·J.enc{: or dO!t'!1naUon ot 1illl7 nllti~al peliticDl P<l.t'ty, ::nd it ot~,. 
>IT, Ildoo-f\lc.k t'r1!lO.{'II"rk for Cand:1~tell of 'oi'id"ly ""ryit\f: vic>I:I te> ,,(reI' 
U"rt.dr s~rVicc~ 'W I'<'''pl<' , ?1111:Us!1ippi hr..., no nell'<! !"T II 't_per~:r Sj"lI't<=I 
th"'t \ICUld d:1Vidll <'I.tl" pc;~lo I!1Id at..;oeteh OW" pollt1"~l c""'j>{I!~lIg 'V(l1' 
"''''''Jr *<ldit.1 cnAl lD<mth~ -Idth rt'Slll:t_ing ~(l, conf'u.3ion, and di."'UliW. 

1mT.Il!.:tct,N P/.RTY :,Uu"Y3 re;JEC1'3 11IElR ~"mtVlnVE w.n!'}!'!! 

", 'nla tx.lth 1:1: tMt nclthor n:\t!.onal P(lrty i.9 nCOIlIl<rJ'V>:Ith>:: . " <I~th the 
Nltti ........ l Rq>llbl.iC"'l Puty and the Il'tltioMl. lb'lo.:rll.t!.c Party are too 
d~diC<\t~d ~..., (;t t.IJ::: PGopla or :;tl~:Ji~:;1pp1 . 111..: mit! ~"".l 1, e"l 1""g 

>, br.. t.r'--~or.oS!.~t;.,r,uy "'Crtl~8 the Yllll..'"3-- have pn-""od (;'UN<,.:; of' lIC"ti n 
ilhich ha", 1I;~",,(f our bth'l'lld. cOttntry (;vcr 1, ftwrd __ l<Ihicl1. hav" t!:r.:<!.tcno<l 
Our C"ll;i~.,t.3 tlith <">{)r ~orc c nt.i''ll.1~,,<J !»1fC'1' at W"3hi"'lt'm . 

'Tho:: ~atjor.alIlCPl.lb1i¢an Pc.rty h.:<s f'oll ,Il01l thu lil1tio:.nal b""1'~t1c Par-V.! 
lik~ ;II "bll4~". Both IwVl ,"0'1'.,,] l.~W<lri st'C1a:u~" ~ tJ\~7 cat ~~ f,' 'J"~oln
~~C1 ~ho.n-MLn !!!l.ncr:!:t.it3 "1n tite h,,!!\')" p"pulllt<.d Ul"ban cl<nt- rn, 1C'T1,'rl"" 
t Rr~t., !11k" .. , unorgflniZI)' . I"!I.3ortty et ~cc.,nt , :r(lBpu...,,1l>lc d"<l.lIr.n~ in h1.a e<>untr.r ••• 

If'Jitha:r pto..1'ty ~ COI'lllt:1:tuWd to(hy '!tOT:. 'llIY hop<, to tr~ III('n 'In1 ImlCIl 

~'" :ru-'lQ t.h<,fr 11'l'kpomd~ IUld their iton":r . !!r>tIJ pc:rHE., ••• i( t hfrl,' plr,t_ 
,,",,,, l1[,d '.h 11' PMt IlcU;;'f!9 :::-0 :m:r I(Uide __ thr'f,akr. our ~""l~~rPi 

tl'n ·.1'm~. :I" .. tlwt.i:;.n" /In.,} r'grq;ntcd 1lIIY ~t lite . 

r t M1~ lk1llOCr"'t:1c I'ru-ty -- '.-hi I , 1~1lg ago ""P.V3kd it,.,-lr t'!"OI!I th" 
L<":t~"llal I)-tr.CTlIt1.e farty. lind -.m.1~11. haB r"ught CQMbt ntly ~....,ryt.hin.-

1 tt'~t;l~t,!tl I'nrth, st!!n1 fer -- ~rt<.;r3 I;Q til, oiti$LTI<1 ,r 11:l.~_<oi~"ipJli 
lin the tr< .. bl~<J II!dt", O::Ot.a rVDti'llo Ytd~"" in ;he la."ld • •• 

111 H:!n;rt~ i'''A >lOIo ., 
'. 'O'er,," ~ i"4rty b fl ,t SUM rnont to ~1lY" nati -nal 

'lrty •.. 0I1l' hoc cl(.et.nl"~ IT'../Iy ",-,to !Jr nny 1.t:U'ic'lIl l~IIJ'r Nh" 11111 
'~J". 1.., r>ril\l"ll,l,,, 1n "'dch ooli~v, . 

•• • r.,I. ' :: 'kf ... ",~ 
'-th tr.r a Ir t<. • th.., !;"Ul)flIt] llq "11"",, Pm-toY'- ... Hctnt "N~Vl 

"", 'wI -1"1,.; tl"'t it wlJ1 t.nJ i ,'LV.". th $1 ",;" H, _.', 
.. 1" .it.,. 'I'. ., ,1· Hie., ~ "-\ '" 'T,/ .. ,.11 ".lit ",., t-<.3 ,,' 

• 

• 

• 

, 

Page 144 of 353



 

0!:p1."'W"1 Pl.o'I't:Tll 

!'lrOU!l;b'l: J0"\~'r lI1'.pledee clertf'M. ~ff1c1111s at the Ilutfo 
:l:!W>Cl'aU.c I aM;)' et( ., .. 1d.~ t,(' IlUbeti. tuue ~.c1r mef for thet er t..."'" 
.,.. tAll'1J: ~ r Ie. ~,,~ "'l1 . 'nI Y U'" s<:'(;k1l"~' anr,th£T l!':C~ thro\lj\h Ii\1r), to 
plqld.<;!(o-anO-ii:...... Ie with tho nist. tf r.hIP r-atior. . n,sisrtVPi'~ $ll·1IttLw 
'-\"VV ptM:- .tl'I.:etur. wo.J.rl 11k<.: to IID!t ur:tU the EloMc:"al Collap 

t.. .rt<.r the :leeti<'r' t.o doeid. wbQ the peOple in the mtc haTe 
r.~ ;:" . 'I'tm- tl-. ~ er ur.pl ~ cl.,...tcrt, _ hm~ of ~ 
~ ~ '>l to or. _ 1'rit,.::t ~:t':!15siW1·3 vet<':! lII1th th, 

.-"*1 f tb. tl -al ~~U' ar;' boeratie hrU":l o 

'nlo t 1lI?w:h'C 
r~ :!thu ,i 
" .!-J ll1d-mt1111 

.'>"! r« Ul. onq ~ 

tllti. ~;iw!tClt: 1dt,,'f ~ "'-~"T,.,-,t thinld.ng 
Ut1,,1ll t1-lJ"(:S in ms~!l.""'iW1, 113 l1li11 M -"e'I't 

{et.n:r~ . 'ltIIl' S)'trt« or u"'PleC.€",j .Icctc>MI r.zt w1: 
:a:: _ -bocrlltll rr:r Goldvaw" ,"~~ntl 

J. lc~ ~ Allen Ttl::.o:p.'tCn T'I:D.ir-IId'1Y .,... te~ till'! approVl'l of RPplIbliefln 
~!"~~+-i1\1 n'X'liooo DmTy G'>l<illl'ltcr , rut e.tnr'l:led <=('ntl.mI1C1t ~~pP<>rt ~r 
r,-,~ ',1)(,. . 'l'1!fl Wllllaa • 'nI~" •• • SitU ~!1~st .. "lpp1 ' hll.:l Ii I':.:>ldoen 
''I'li '~n1ly v1".l, O .. ldvltt"-'T ' bec:8'..III' 't'll 1,.. 4!'1In lII:o t,h,1nk9 like we do' • 

. ". ""')'aT e«l. d he r, It 001 ; -/!Iter could e "1"'" I'll ~,o1,..-.:I.!'Jrl 'Inrl p<:>:f~1 bl 
,n 'r t.w - r :lUltOIll Wi ttl !t tbe lIU~t tf ~jAlI"e<", I ~t ' 1t Vnllne, 

C"'<k,~ 'ft D'III flVt!rythil'\i! t, '" t-' G~1~'k1" tho: 3JUth w1Jl 1w.V'<l II 
j r, i;wcr..ber . WI,Tll 1_ fI fo!ulrr t h ~racM Iy I"I:."t .. rr:rld cr 

1I.ll"' . ' • 

rmap, n said ba ' It G'll"""-kr ~ , <4.t"r:dd'f !Ipl"OII.ru:re 'T~p8 "" 
'a 113- e&u.1 he WlJd the IIC£:>"f) ~b! -we ""='fI ' t -.t )'nl . [It" CUll I.br. t. , " 

• > .. J " ~ ~t'j I, will be If"" -~~ ~ the [l(JgUC/.';<'tt: thl~ .. .-r. 
r wit: be qu;J::.o. cMnro in' 10 attttu >II -:,f tho ~01'r:rt;j.t l'lI.rty, ho 

sa1J. "1 k abo.It _ h/r. "- -it'" -7t~ to be a lmg h t IOW'T'!T f'l' 
(It J ocTat1,e ~t;y . ~ 

.. " too j~~2~~~*~~ bUll,., ~", •• • 

l. pp1,f _... , " 3!1&"!l..,~ ... a1.1, ,.,.. 
1":.-.1 n a·r,o crijt! r r Gel ~~or" ennrnratim 11 t .. 

. blill&n Party .,.,\lld pr to :r .. ch a gJ".:ou.,"' . ( 
:kt' Y' 1M, "17 1'1 , 1 ~) . 

~t ,,~, ~ , l, ••• 

, 
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VI: Freedom Schools 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

During the summer, more than 40 Freedom Schools opened in 20 communities across 
Mississippi. More than 2,000 children and adults enrolled in classes led by 175 teachers. 
 
 
21 Overview of the Freedom Schools, May 5, 1964 
(3 pages) Memo to prospective teachers 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2631 

 
22 Materials to Bring with You to Mississippi 
(1 page) List from project staff 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2630 

 
23 A Note to the Teacher on Curriculum 
(14 pages) Guide with curriculum outline, lesson plans, and much more 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/14502 
 

24 Some Notes on Leading Discussions 
(3 pages) Guide on integrating real-world situations into the classroom 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/7994 

 
25 Freedom School Data, July 1964 
(8 pages) Summary of statistics and activities through late July 1964 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2602 
 

26 A Resume of Activities at Freedom Schools, August 7, 1964 
(2 pages) Concise summary of the activities at a number of Freedom Schools 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/13315 
 
27 Fusco, Liz: Freedom Schools in Mississippi, 1964 
(7 pages) Reflection on the effect of the schools on the children’s consciousness 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9474 

 
28 Hard, Sandra: Reflections of a White Volunteer, September 8, 1964 
(2 pages) Summary by Sandra Hard of her summer as a Freedom School teacher 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/17776 
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21 Overview of the Freedom Schools, May 5, 1964 

Memorandum COPO 
1017 Lynch St. 

TO: lUSSISSIPPI FREEDOM SCHOOL TEACIlERS Jackson, Miss. 
FROM : Miss. Sl.InliKlr ProJaot Staff ~1:Iy 5 
RE : SUBJECT: 'overview of the Fl"Cedom Sohools --- , 
The purpOse of the Freedom schools ls t o provlde an eduoational 
expel.'lcnee fol.' student 8 whclh wlll make i t poss:1.ble fol.' t bem 
t o challenge t he IJYths of our soeitity, t o perce:1.ve more Clelll·ly 
i ts l.'eal1tles , and to find II. lternatlve8 , and ultimately, new 
dlrections for action . 

J ust tlbat fO rnlll thls edueation(ll experlenoe wl11 t ake will vary 
from achool to Gcl1001 and f rom t eacher t o t eacher. we wl11 not 
be abl e to pl.'ovlde all t he facllitles, ma t erials and personnel 
we would like. Thia 1s B fact of our who l e operation , a nd we 
are uBed to it. But we hope the cur1.'1culum wl11 be r lexible 
e nough to ovel.'come them. . 

The Preedom Schools will consist of from 5 to 15 t eaehers and 
25 t o 50 student3 . It doe3 not now appear t hat we w111 be able 
to seCUl.'e bulldlngs for re31dential schools , BO you will bc 
working 11'1 day schools in chUl.'ches, store front~ , homes , etc. 

The k1nds of ac t lvlt les you 1'1111 b~ develOping wll1 fal l lnto 
thr~e general areas : 1) academiC worl' . 2.) reoreat.1on and 
cultural Bot11/1te B, 3) leadershl p development . It i 8 our 
hope that thcse three \'/111 be 1ntegrated into one learning 
experience , ra thel.' than helng the klnd of f l.'agmented le:;irning 
e.nd liv1ng tha t chfll.'lloterize .r.w.lc h of · oontcmpol.'::t ry educat10n . 
How this 1ntegration can occur .... 111 be auggested by the I1lB t ct"lals 
we wl 11 be send ing you and by the 01.'1cntat1on period. 

·Since the students academic ex pel.'ienoes should relate d1rectly 
to the11.' real l i fe in ~~GB1s81pp1 , a nd SI nce lec l.'nlng t hat 
lnvolved real life expel.'lences 'is , we t h i nk, most rncanil'll;ful , 
we tlope that t he! studente 1/111 be Involveli 11'1 the po11t1cal 
11f e of t,hclr commun1t1es. As the da y's scheduJ.e below 
ind1ca t~ sI, the s t udentB will wOrl( 1n vorlous k1nd s or pollt 1cal 
activ1t y 11'1 t he The W3y students w11J. wOI'k 11'1 v8r1oUB 
vSnds of 1n t he even1ngs . The way stude n ts 
can 11'1 local l.'eglstl.'atlon Should be worked 
out t he a nd COPO vot er J>eglst:rat1cn stafr 
a t a the ot sohool. The teachera wi-II 

activ1t1es wlth the atu~ents , 
t o prepare lessons, etc., and 
t o s upervi se students' 

th~ case on so~ even1nga 
3 event t hua 

th3t Or i t 

or Morning 
. (e.,-J( .'o r1!i) : ~ ·.;J:: . 

c ul t ural activ1t es and 
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of a weekly sche~ule and !I daily le s!lon plan .,,111 
t ea chers and s tudents of the sohool. Al l t eachers 

s choo l 's Site <:It le(l3t a week ~rore the sChools 
apon week should be used primal'tly f or pl anning by 
the as wel l as recruiting studenta a nd making 
oommunity lie will tr-y to bal.!moe the schools r pe"sanne l 
BO that variOUS Ski lls w111 be represented by diffa rent -members of 
the t eaching t eam . 

The fact that you 1'1111 do the actUil l development of a plDn f or 
each day means t ha t you wl11 ~,ve t o be creative, resourceful, 
and i' l exlblc' , To aid you your t ask, we .. rill be supplying you 
with the rroteria either the =11 or a t orientation : 
1 . CurriCulum This doc -
cument will be six 
units of study centered • &loh 
un! t oontains suggested methods . 

I t will be poaelble for you t o center some ,~:~,.~:~i;: ;;i;~:; . re~dlnS teaching around t hc Bubject ~ttcr of 
discussion will help students grow in public 

2. Case s t udies lire being prepared by variOUS people . Some c.f 
theae will rela to directly t o the curricul um suggcsted by t he 
Curriculum Guide aOTlK! can be USCd~3S supple;nentary ma t erial . 
The will explain how to usc those studie~ of 

to civ1l r1ght3 a nd politioal ehs'nge • 
• 
3. P1Ipers on the t eaehing {If science, lTCth and remed 1a l reading 
and writing (also short p..1pers on t.eaching arts a nd crvftll , 
dramo t io.s , etc.) 

-. 

wi;'l not relate direct ly t{l t he subject ma t ter or the 
guide, hut 1t i8 important toot student ¥ receive 

bot h a feeling r.or'whdt real scien ee is (whlClh they dO not 
receive in SClhO{ll) and i n spec i f1 c scientif ic 
a reas of stUdy i f they • Any teachers who know 
thls !INa should do some special work It1th 
a few or two {In !'l 

paper you wi l l receive 

d i fr iculty 1'01' muny students. Try to 
grade (and earlier) f:I1l. th t exts for uoe 
be difficult t o deve l op olass sessions 
Since s t udents' abi l ities will vary 

t oa ching {I f tb1s suhJect will help 
clalls room Situation . 

work ~;ill b<J neoded by nearly 
sugge sted 1n the CurriculUQ 

~~~::;:'~::::j:,:~~~~~:~:;i:~:~! ' Students should be cnc ou1'aged in reading . Writing Should bo discuoscd 
11y with tut orial help directed toward 

wri t ing i~provcmcnt. 
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4 . A paper oontain 
su&gc3t lons and 
suggest how 

5 . A paper suggesting recNatl0nal and oultural act ivit1es f or 
students wil l be available . 

IT IS AIlSOImELY ESSEmIllL THAT YOU STUDY THESE MATERIALS 
CAREFULLY AND BRING THEM SOUTH WITH YOU . THEY l'/ILL BE YOUR 
GUIDE FOR THE S't'llMER . YOUR TIME HERE IS LIlrrTED AND YOU !·ru8T 
PREPARE AH&'ID OF TIME AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE', we will tlO'C be allie 
to replace currlculwa nateJ:'la13 if you fall to bring t:hem with 
y=. 

We are g lad you will be with the Mlaslsalppl Movor.lcnt !lnd hope 
that you share our c)(cltcrlE)nt about the possibil1ties ehat the 
sur.mer holds for real gro'.rth foI' you anl"l MiSS1S81ppl ' s young 
people . 

. . . 
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22 Materials to Bring with You to Mississippi 

 

  

1017 LY)lcn St; 
JaclnlOD, 111ss. 

TO : FREEOOH SCHOOL TEhCH.:.'RS 
?BOM: MISSISSIPPI SUMMER PROJECT STAPF 
HE: ti\TERIALS TIl: iJ!U.:C ~ Xill!. !Q. IIISSISSIPPI 

L 

2 . 

EaC~ Freooum Sch(Jol ttJl'.cher !:lust brine; with hlo; ('::hese are 
sma 1 1te~s withOut WhIch th~eed<Jm Scnuols callnot operate 
and whlch you can purchase or securo ;Jaslly by sollcitin~ thalll. 
or the funds with which to buy theml . Jll. loost: 

1 quire four hole stencils (A.B . Dick or Gestotllor) 
1 tYpI!IIwri ter, typill8 paper , carbon popel' 
25 POllclls 
25 00.11 :>,Jlnt !1CllS 

25 pads Hnod paper (preferably 108al size) 
5 mallic nnrKcrs (for makinB visual aids Ilnd SigllS) 
1 pair sc1S60r9 
roll scotch tape 
packace thumb tacks 
stap1ine machine and staples 
paper clips 
1 ltem sports equipment 
first a1d kit 

In ad~ition , eqch person whu ncs a special skill area (from 
teaching remedlal math to lendlnc: r.'I<:>dcrn dance cl11sses to 
tenching an arts _crufts skill) must brine all the materials 
he will need. Each teaCher shoU'lTchoose '.lne ·or more activities 
he could land or teach IlS a s?~cialty and brine materials to 
Bet up that pro~rnm. 

Finally, whell you receive find read the Curriculum Guide 
you wUl flnd numerous Burmestlons (or viau.11 aids , bOo¥s, atc. 
W"1l cannot count en aupplyln~ nnYIOf theaa mate"ril!.ls. Brine 
as muny of tl'le su,ggestod materia s 88 poSSible, eSTfElcl1l11y for 
those units you particular ly 11ke. 

Each Freedom School 
{()r send tu luldress 
blll.ckbO!l.rds, chnlk 
bulletin boards 
c.:lmera and fllm 

tencher Should try 12 brine ~ him: 
below it you c~n seoure in quantitY) 

d I.ct1ollllry 
prints of artlstics works 

lnIlPs __ w,)rld, U.S., 111ss1ss1p;>1 
bookS thnt would intorest hleh sChuol students, especlally 

that requiro low roading levels or that canter on 
Neero history and tho~,ht 

J. Each teachlJr should try 12. ~ these ror distributlon to 
the schnols. Send thom ahoad of time to Raymond Davis , Rust 
Colleee , Holly SprinGS , Mississippi. 
IUmeop.;raph mnch!neB (and stencilS, ptlJXlr , ink, correcthm fluid) 
Tape recurr:!clrs{and tapa) 
Fhonoe;raphs(3nd rocorda) 

Flilm projootors(tnd films) ;Strip projoctors(andfllm strips) 
PI\por (lince , unlined, poster , sonstruction paper, rolls of 

newsprint, seconcl shottts, mi080 p.'l.pOr , carb'ln papar) 
lianHla fo l clers and eElvelopea (in bulk) 
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23 A Note to the Teacher on Curriculum 

, . 

A NOTE TO THE 'L'EACHE..'l. 

you kr! -:, yr.,," ;0 teaeM.!'!s l.n a non-academic sort 
,~ !'lg : pro: !bly 3::10:1t ot e. : ·,W"ct.. Your s'tull.anta 

1: .~ lnvol";~: . ,;lstrd1on D.ctlvi;r ~':";",I" ';':::-.ool. 
:'/ not;:; .i; ;;;; .• v,_ !"egululy. lie 1'1111 be :ibl- ';0 

aOIJEI 't :>, ilopcfully SO:llC films , cortal!'.!:.' 30;;. .. 
• {ltlng gu. __ opcokers - yet other than thoso ,\;l">.J,.:.gll 

~ _:'1 hnvo few m.:!.torla.lo apart fro:II thoso you ar.~ your 
•· ... __ ... \i-tcll,chors hnvo brought. 

!n such 0 sot tin" e =currlculum~ must necossarily b~ 
·:",:~b:"~. ~fc cll...''lno·~ :>rov.:.do lessen plnns. All we cr.n do i .. 

y you eO~6 mo~c:5 and suggostions which you aen fell 
• or. lIhen 'I,):';' ·,'':'sh. YO'.l. your colleng'J.c8, end ye:r: 

;;;;.:.e.~n~a nre ur;.;<1 to fil".:1pe your Olm currie:.::":.;..::. :r. ..:' ~::1t 
0: the tonchers sk1lls, the student,' 1ntor03to, ~~d ~,s 
rlHlourceli of ;,:e pll.:rtlculo.r co=ur.1ty 1n wn1o:-. voll.~ ii.;i .... .:;l ;'3 
100::":;6(\. 

" curr1culum suggest10ns whlch tollow f0.11 1nto .. _~~,) 
;orrcspon~1ng to three blocks ot tlme lnto wh1ch 
wish to ~lvld" your school ~y. ?lrst come sone 1doUli 

~.e prese:-::ntlc :f eonventlono.l ~cadeclc ::.>.bjeets : 
~ ., lJ.nthe!:'r.tlc~. ..'.ci the 11ke. ~Ie th1nk such lnstruction 

~(; l"-:·:cly "ti0 be r::O& ~ .·ru1"tifuJ. at the beginning of th .. 3~ .. "'0::' 
~;t. vhen student!;; nre tresh. But we urge you, whl.'l:-.I.'lY". 
poss1ble. to use I!II cotar1nlll for 1nstruct10n in t~.ell~ 5i.loje.;te 
the nctunl problecs of" cO;:l.'::un1ctlt1on and n.'1tllysL. l-Ih"-ch the 
student anoounters in hls dally 11to, lI.g . , hO\~ ta -,;.'1tll :1-
:ed" -, how to cnlculo:to the nUlilber at e11g1b1e VO"t;.::01l ~r. u. 

."/. 

;:1st of the et:~ ':..al. in this curr1eulun belongs to the 
:sl1.1p eurrlcu"",.l.Ij, "'hieh you 1I0Y ~,joni: to pres8nt dur1n::; 
cond holt ot th8 corn1ng on 0 typlcal school ~y. 

L$5~C that ln thiS, as 1n all other phoses of your ten, • 
YO:.l Will U81t an 1ntoronl, que8t1or.-nnd-:UlGller l:;.\ltho(!.. He:-.~if. 
you 1;'1.11 t1.nd. "th1!."t the mnter1nl on cit1Ze:1Sr..1p ~.:. dl.v:.ded.. 
into. leven unUm, ench of ~fh1ch springs !'~.::l:'; n ~ucst1cn, n::1! 
ench Of l>'hlch llinds en to Mother quostion, \'fb.!::::h for::." t~e 
next u."'1.1t. 

~cl'ge nUl:lber of onse studies hr.vo ollen provi'-~. '.;0 
hl!l! l.'ltlke the 01 t1~Q:"\Gh1p c!lrr1culUCI 011 concrete c.r.d v1 v11i 
!'\ _ble. Nnny poor:'~, in =n::, organ1zationa. hnve. tn!:on 

'. propo.r1ng thet ~D.GO studiOS . It' you dlso,gt'oe w1.,~ 
'l:"<l-wpo1nt of a po..: :..:u1= cOIle etud)" er e'f eo:& pc...Rt of 

.Ole c.!.t izllnsh1p currl.:: .. _oUll, plena!!! feel free to d" ... .::: fro=; 
suggested and 1;0 npproo,ch the. problem in yo'... -. ;, ,;).y. 

" _1)', 1>"8 h.:!ve so::!e su;goet.1onll r.: .<,; the Ilrt1s1;l.C, 
:::::'0. _cno,l n.'"Id culturnl nct1vities \~hi.:; .. l(e thlnit ycr.;. rna:y 

schodule 1n tho afternoon, when _.'s hot. Don't; 
th1s phose of the ourr1culUll: , "'t.o. cO::lr,Lostip for:::ed 

lk "tl1!.U f1eld or 1n group s1ng1ng ::In)' be thll b.:l.~lG or 
yo\;.: illot10nshlp w1 th II stuil.ent . 
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Introdu:;:tlon 

0n~ at the puroasas of the FreedoQ Schools 18 to ~rnln 
pec?le to be native- 3ge~US 1n bringing nbout Boclnl c~~~~e. 
~e tnve nttc~pted to deslsn 0 developcentnl currloulu~ thot 
begl~s on tho level ot the students' everyday lives and ~r.OBe 
things 1n their anvlron~ent that they hnve elt~er Qlrendy ex
p8r:'0;-.013d or can rco,dl1y perceive, and bui2c.s up to 0 !:lore 
:'0.,.::.&1,;10 perception of Amerlcnn &0010;;y, thol:'..selvBB, t":16 
eond~tlonB ot their oppression, end olter~_tlveB offered by 
tho Freedoo Move~ent. 

It 111 not our P1.U1l0ec to l~ose C'. pnrtlculor Be':; ot 
concluJl1onQ . Our purpose ie to encourage the Ilsking of 
questions , ond the hope thdt soc10ty cnn be lcprovcd. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. , 

~he eurrlculUD 1s divided. lnto Boven units: 

Co:;;pnrls0n ot s'tu.:l.ent1 B reaUty w1th ot.hers ('the ,~c.y the 
students live and the ~ny others l1ve) 
Uorth to F:raeaoo1 (the Negro 1n the North) 
:xo.olnlng "'!he apparent reality (tto.e -better 11vea~ thllt 
whites live) 
Introducing the Power Structuro 
Tho poor Negro end tho poor white 
Mnte:rlnl things versus soul thl~~e 
?he COVIl:::lent 

E •. (:h unit develops concepts that ere needed for tholle thnt 
.~:"lov. 

:lysiec.l1y, the content (suggested qu&stlans o.nd co!'<copts) 
~~ ~n the rlght ai de af ench page w1th sug~sted case studi~s 
nnd viSu.nl. aid l:lnterlol listed oppos1te. ... he suggestlW.. 
quest10ns end concepts in tho content portion or eoch p~~ 
const1tuto the tenching guldo . It sr.ould be e;:;pMsl::.ed tr.at 
theao are only sugge~tions, and that individual t/lochors cny 
1nte:-pret the concepts in dlfferent 110ys or subst1tute other 
l:lethods . There l s probnbly core ln ench unit than 1t .... 111 be 
po!;sible to use, but lt wns included so that ellch teacher 
WOU:~-AVe Il rllnge or cnter11ll to choose tro~, nnd extrn 
~t~r~~ 1f necessary. 

There are two additional sets or q'J.Clstlons that are to be 
rein.reduoed period:onlly, both to pcr~t an on-going 
evaluut10n ot the erfect1veness ot the ourricu!uc, and t o 
~revi~~ students ~1th rscurring op,ortunitiea tor perce1ving 
theL' own growth 1n (;oph1st1co.tlon . 

~he BASIC 5£7 OF ~UEST!ONS is: 
1. arc we (tenchers nnd students) in ~eedoJ:l SchoolS? 
2. . :t 1& the Freedom M:lveoent1 
J. ..::.t nlternnt1ve3 does the FreedoJ:l ~!ovecent ofter us1 

.le SECOlffiA.'""Y SET OF Q,Ul:Sl'IONS 1&: 
,-,nt does the x:.aJor1ty culture hnve thnt wewnnt? 

'I.'hat doee the c..nJorlty culturlll h.:we tr..llt Will don!t wnnt? 
3. i.'h.O.t do wa MV!; 'thttt ~e wn~,~ to l:aBtJ1 
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r • )(lIlS: 

St;;;!lent. 
te."!.cher 
erw-. toll 
aoo;.;-:; 
t;:'OI:;
JC:VC9 

Unl" 1: COI':"nr1s(ln of Students' "cnl.1ty 
with C~hcrs 

To eretlte n.'l. nm:u"eness th",t t;'.cre ::tore ::tolt<':rr.c.tives . 

St::tot!.stical d;'lta on educo.t1on, housing, CltC . 
":,.,c South as an underdeveloped Country~ 

!n'llr:)duc:tlon : ~Ie:u'"o not !":ere to teo.ch you. 1-10 
:"Ire ht=l"e to help you 1enr:-l and ,"0 lenrn toget!":cr. 
-;Ie (U'e golng to. tn~~ about a lot cf th1:'l.gG: nbout 
Uefro people and white peoplll, cl:lot;.t rich pllo»1o 
a.nd poor poople, c.'bout the South nn:i nOOut the 
:<orth, a.bout you Md "'hat you t!'ll.r.k and foel. n...'l.d 
vllr.t, .:Ind about t::c. 

At.!'. we'ro going to try to be hO:'leat \11th each other: 
cr.d sny what ~'Ie believe . 

tle'll also ask sOJ:le quellltio!ls and try to tind some 
a.~sver5. ?r.e first thing is to look a.~und, right 
here, anJ. aee hOIf we 11ve in Mississippi.. 

Schools--Cor.d1tions in Negro S~oole 

1. 'lhat kind or It school 1s it? Sample questions: 
How caqr grades does 1;; hays'? hOlT m8!':Y cIa;;;]. ).'00::1;5? 
","hat is it QadI) ot, ~Iood or briok? Do you htWi) 

tex;;books, nell Or old? Do you hove a l1br.1l"'y, l!';ovies, 
"PS, charts, electric lights. a gyr:maS1U!111 How 
many teachors, white or Negro? laboratory spaoe sr.e 
eqUipment, desks, blaokboards, eto.? Do you h~ve 
h1story, geography, SCience, eto.? 

.2. 11'rw.t do you learn there? Sru:!ple questions: He .... 
many go to college? are there trAde or vocational. 
schools? ,lhat kinde of Jobs are you prepared fer? 
tlha;; about currsnt events--";I'ho d.o you lenl'!'l 1s good, 
\;110 ilo you lOlL"'1l ill. ood, \w.a.t dO you laam about the 
South, about the North, ",bout ilegt"oee, about \{h1tes, 
about Kennedy, Johnson, Eastland, Castro, etc . ~rhat 
do you learn about voting and c1tizenship? 

3. Where do you learn nbout these things? Ra.d10, 
newspapsrs, ~V. etc . 

4. Is this ba~ or good? Can you think ot nnything 
that you 'Woul! like to see changed? Ho\~ could your 
school be mEld .. better? 

Schools--Conditlons in the White sc~ols 

;'::'ere do the lI'l"J.te children go to seMel? What are 
their schools like? Co~re Negro schools to white 
sChoole . 
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(' 9, 

l"", ,;,
tC;'~"Ii, 

sci:ool 
l1m-ar1es , 
~cnool 
~OOJnS, 

gyn;nas1Ul1l 

cl .. ss 
hQ,-,~es, 

IOIQ~e!'n 

't>to':'~ooms , 
;1l~I".rcom& , 

l 
;ntchens , 
Hv1ng 

!:erc arc 80:110 'DictlU'es of other schoolll 1n o":;t'l.er 
statee be~iaes-H1SS1sa 1ppl (or scne in M1as1Gs~pp1, 
tool . 

S~ple quellt10ns : Do you l~ke these schools in the 
p1cturee? Are they like your schcols? How ars they 
d1fferen't1 Why '1ould you like 'to have beto:er schools? 

What do you see in the p1ctures the.t 1s ~!!'fercnt 
from you and your school? t.'hy do these differences 
exist? 

Hous1ng--Cond1tions for Negroes 

Sar.;ple questions: Where do you l1ve? Hov r:;any roo::.a 
nre there? Ho-tI' many people live w1th you? How ma.'1y 
beds do you have? Is your houue made of wood or atone 
or br1cks? What color is it? I s it painted, is 
t here water, electricity, bathr coJn indoorll, ~1hat kind 
ot IItove--11ood, ga" kerosene, electr1c? Dc you have 
heet in the '\linter? 'rlhat kind? ~rni~ure, what kind, 
hOIi much? 

Can you think cf any klnd of changes youle! like to 
sec. any othe!" kind, of houses you'd lilt& to live in? 

Questions : Where do Imlte ch1ldren l1ve in th!.!1 t own? 
i'l!:at kinds of houees--are their houses d1~:-e~en~1 HO"~-? 
Better? How? tlhera does the Police Chie~ live? The 
banker? The III tore olmer? IItC . 

Do you l~e theae 
like your house? 
l1!te th1s kind or 

pictures? These housea1 
H011 are they different? 
house? It.'1.Y? 

1:l]:;:;1':~::":';l~;:;:;:~ . 
to eaae 

aa oolds, TS , 
, statistios on 

expeotanoy mortality rats, 

iore they 
'!loud you 

rOO::5, etc. Question : tJhy do these dit'1'erencaa eXis't? 

E~ploymant ror Negroes 

Adult Employment (man and women) 
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\ Children I II e:::ploy:nent 

~:~:;: '~1,:::~:~:;;: Do you ; ".,;;~~h0011 or do 

tor ",hites 

k1n<! ot 
hoce tro!:! 

In thie town, It.nat k1nd of .lobs do whlte peop18 do? 
Are there any Negro pollee or firemen, or s~ore owners? 
Do Negroes work as clerks and cashiers 1n the store 

lor the bank? Are there any Negro66 who have tenant 
Itarcers, any Negro lawyers, dootors, Negroes who work 
at the toxtile clille? 

i1hat kind ot jobs do peoplo do? L1st responses and 
,suggest areas through questions 1f necessary, 1.0., 
,.-ho fuel;! cars, who l'Iakee our clothoa, .... ho /lel la 

I thet'l. who Illakee cars, eirplanes, rocke.tI, ;Iho bUilds 
houses, who invents mechinee (shoe lest, air brake, 

I telephone, etc.). lIho writes beokEl, IdlO fixes radioe, 
plumbing, electricity, \'Iho drives tractors and 
mechanical cotton-p1ckers. 

Break up 1nto small groupe and eeo ~Ihich group can 
mako up tho largest 11st of jobs that people have. 

jand What the durles these jobs have. 

1 Quest10n: Can Negroes do these J elbs? Arc they 
la~art enough? Del some Negroes do th~ge Jobs? If not, 
Iwhy not? 

.:nar!al on Q.uestions: Can anyone name: 
:'iegroes 1n 1) !.i'i:~~~tiUu:;;~ (George ~rashlngteln Carver, Jw-, 
var10us ~ 
f1elds, [2) (Dr. Charles Drews, Ben;!,,,ln. 
pictures, f 
stories, etc: (Richard ~rlght, Phyllis Vheatley , 
Pelotry read- ,Illrnes Bald\"1in, Alexander D-..;ma~, 
lng and dia- Langston Huehes, l-l. L. Kind , 
cussion. I etc. ) 

~~;.~~g~r of iNegl'O employnent B.'"Id white--aslary conparlson, etc. 
Negroes and Revle',;' what hae been discussed. 
!;eEro his
tory fig
ures should 
be posted. 

-----------------------~-

Me~cal facllltles 

Is there any hospital here? l.nera do YelU (your 

IPa.rents) go U' they oro slck, ha'/e a baby, a car 
accident, etc.? Where is the n~arest hospital? 
,it f"or Negroes, wh1:tell. both? 
, 

" 
:!f there aro (Urterent hO$p1t;ala f"o:' j<egroes and 
:lfhltes, eO:;lpare facl11t1.eli (how close aro tt;ey? how 
~any be~.!... _doctore, oP.!::!~.:Eg rOo::!$. etc.?). 
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Review Unit I (include schools, housine, employment, 
heaUh) 

Suggaetea approach: Welve talked about jobs ar.d 
health, in Mississippi ar.d in other states, and. we 
have salin that Negrolls havlI to live one way and wh::'tes 
the other. Remember, we found out that your sohools 
Wllre (list) and we found that other schools ware/had 
(Hst) , etc . 

Quostion : What Oll."! we do about t..'lill? 

Unit II: North to FreadCIQ? 
(The Nogro in the North) 

pu.""Pose : '1'0 help the atudento eeo clearly the oondition of the 
Negro in the North, a."!d see that nigratioll to tho North 
is not a basic solution . 

S=ary : Start1ng with a new cllLl"ity of th.oir condition in the 
south to raise the question ot ",hether t..'<e Negro can 
escape oppreseion by going North. 

Yostorials : Chester. Pennsylvania 

Hap of U. S . 
wi th the 
South 
shltded. 
POint out 
lIach city . 

tlew York City Schools 

'Suggested Introduction: For yllars Negroes in Missis -

I sippi a."!d other Southern states have aeen how hard 
J1m Crow makes them live. just as we have t.ll.lked about 

,the last few days . In fact, since 1950 Negroes have 
left Mississippi (use census figures). Where have 
they gone? !':OSI. of them have noved North 1:0 ChiclI.go, 
Detroit, New York, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Washington, 
Balt1m.ore. Boston , etc . 'l'hey have gone North lOOking 
better jobs, more money. bsr.ter schools, good hos
pitals, bett",r hOUSing . Now there are Qove than one 
million Negroes 1~ New Ycr~ C1t1 alone . Do you think 
theylve found what tho1 were looking tor? HOIf do 10U 
know? 

!~(i,8al:ine lHoro 1s what eome of thoZle cities look like . 
p1c~e ot I 
city sky-
scrapers, L 
b~lght l1ghts, I 
".lidO! avetlueG • 
.; to;; • 
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C_so stud1ell : 
:\yC Schools 
and Chester , Pa . 

Pictur,}s or 
other material 
on the gho t t.o . 

B:.>.t how is it for the IJ0(;!'O? , 
· They have had sohool boycotts to protest agai~st I segrogation 1n Chicago , Ne10l York , Boston. Why? 

Cover the same topi cs as in Unit 1 . 

have relatives the!"e1 ,",'hat do 
Nt>!"th? Dt> yol.1 have to s ay 

there? :;)0 Y"" h ... ",,, .,,,1 100,.. 
""~) ,,"· ... '>Ided bad housing? 
in the Uorth? (The rledian 

in 1960 lIa8 
it cost core 
buildings, 

l'ltill 

Ite~ize stmilar1tles 1n areas cover~d 
(ho:.>.sing, jobs, schools, heal~) . 

things better in the North- - 1s the 
really equal? Why not? 

_________ L-____________________ __ 

I ntrodUce Quest1 ons : 
1. What do~s tr.e dcminant eul>:\U"e have tha.t ",e want? 
2 . What does ~ie do~inant eulturo have that we don1t want? 
3 . I·tha t do we have that we want to keep? 

Unit III : E:X8.m1nin~ the Apparent Reali ty 
(the "better 11fe that whites havo) 

PUI'pose : To find out what the wh i tes' "better 11fe" (~etter 
schools, ,obs, ho~s1ng, hoalth fac1l1ties, etc . ) is 
really 11ks, and what 1t costs them. 

:'.s.ter 1als : Guids to Iiegro History, parts 1 - 3 

.rnt~oducticn , SuggeGt1on : We have seen that 
I ·'egross l1ve d1t'ferently than whites 1n MiSII1l: 
sipp1 an, in the rest ot' ths U. S.- - and i t seemed 
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I 

Reintroduce 
pictllI'es of 
schools. 

that whites go to 
jobs, end live in 

better schools, got better 
better houses than llegJ'oelil. 

Let us Ilea it itl" as good as it 1001(s . The 
nice, new buildings, the laboratories, ~~e school 
I1brarhs, and gyt:ls, nr.d naY textbooks .nd eo on. 

Concept: ~lb.at education ls . 

Suggested queetlons: w~at do people le~n in 
schooL besides reading. writins. and arithmetic? 
Do they learn things 9.bout other people? What? 
.~bout job!!? What? About their cbuntry-? What? 
About their city or t01ffi? About their g:)vernw"J.Jt.1 
About ,,'hat thoy bel ieve? About other c><;outltries? 
Wl"'.at? 

1. Repeat pledge of allegiance . Analyse it : 
does it l'IIean everything it lIays? Whon you 
say it. what dooe it teach you about YOill' 
country and Whet it believes? 

2 . Roc1h the "Bill ot Rights". AnalYl'-e it : 
Does it teach us about our country's beliefS? 
\lhllot? What (;1oee Freedom of Assembly r.:ean? 
Does it mean you have the right to co:r.e to 
gether and demon::ltrate? If 110, why do dernl;1n 
stratOl:'e go to .12oil? h'hat dOllS Freedom of 
Uorship r.:elU'l? tioes 1 t oellln you can go into 
any church? If ao, why do people get 
arrested in knee2-ins? What does Freed~ 0: 
Speech :nean? Do you have a right to say 
what you wish about voting and freedom and 
other things at ):'11111"3 and maetings and at 
Freedom Schools? Do you have II right to say 
what you wish on loafla~s and are you freo 
to distribute them? If not, why not? 

Question: Are the!!e t."'l-inga tho truth? A1"8 they 
just 1doal o that we talk "bout or do Americana 
really beli eve thell! fUld practice them? Why could 
this be? 

schools? do 
Negroes? 

Note; There is a raal opportunity here for the 
teBcher (White 1;1):' roladle-olasli Negro), 1r he can 
be honest and lIearc~ng enough, to ahare the 
miSinformation or :nyths he learned about Negroes 
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telachar callll you" 3tu.pid" or "d.\ll;ll>"'i' Do you try 
ha!'dar or do you g1 va up? Are, you angry? (Set 

I ! ::e:~:::: or.::s:o:: t:::s t::n:t:~::: ::P::1;:::_) 
Poas 1 t make you try? Doell 1 t malea you proud. to 
be a Negro? 

D1scu$olon: Reintroduce ~~aa basic questions . 
1 . Hily are WIl (stud.El!1ts and teachllr) hero in 

?readom School? 
2 . What Is the Freedm:! ~:ove:m.ant? 
3 . '!hat alternatives does the Freedom }Iovement 

have to orter1 
\;(llve talked about SOllll! of the myths that the 
schools teach; let us ssa what some of: the others 
~ .. 

I 
:lote: At this point schools might use the dis 
c~asion ~othod to try to help the students dis 
cover other myths trom their own exporience or 
what thoy have seen cr heard on TV or the movies. 
etc. ';rhey might even be asked to recite the plot!! 
ot Wll!' 1OI0vies or cowboy and Indian moviell, ami 
than follOW up with qUestiona, etc . (i . e., why 
arc the Indians IllWII::lS bad and savage? ~:by Ill'Il 
Negroes always domestic sllvages1) 

Question: What do these mOVies teach us? 

Roview 8:-::tlre Unit III . What is 
schools a.'1d through other media. 
60ciety (en~eratel and what the 
myths 19. on the Negro (a."'ld other 

iWhat purposes these eerve . 

taught in tho 
The myths ot' our 

etroct of t~ese 
Anerlcu9) and 

l
IRe - introduce three secondary questions: 11. What does the Amerioan majority society have 
• that we want? 

1
2 . What doos it have that we don1t want? 
) . What do 1'10 have that we want to keep? And 

t share? 

Un1 t IV: IntroducIng the Power St;ructure 

?Ul'pose : 1 . To create an aWlll'eness that; some pel)ple p:roofit by the 
pai n I)t other9 or by ~i91ead1ng thee . 

2. To create an awareness that a~e people mako decisions 
t'lat proi'oundJ:y artec t othars (i . e . bare pOwer 1 • 

3. To develop the concept of "politice.l pcwer". 

Slr.::lary: Starting with the r:ater1al lell.!'!'Iod i: . .., Gooding u.'1.1"!;s on 
::6gro-l-Ib.1te differentials in .!\iueat1on, hcusing, etc. and th!l usa 
of r.!Yths to distort (l1ld llIiEin1"onn, to develop a ooncept of ;::-'0 
ccr.st.!'acts the myths, \'11.0 profits t'r0ll!. thel:!, and how t.'ley prof1t 
both in local (town an,;; !ltate ot ~I1s"1s~lppl) ta~ and iro larger 
ter.'tls . An~ to n8,.~O thoso people IlS "deci.9ion-makers" and uthe 
po~er ~"!;ructure" . 
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;.:'-~~l .. ".: ,,'.'. "l>"~'er Str1.l<.t.u.r<> 
.• ' (·f ",-1.0 Dixi"era til 

--, ----- --" 

Case etu<:ly: 
i'Hss . Power 
Structuro . 
Part 1 . 

Ask studenta 
about p1anta 
tions near 
where they 
l1ve; 
aGout fac 
tc::-ies near 
"~.are they 
l':"ve . 

, 

, 

Lot' e see .... ·hat '.-Ie 
learnec that ~"sroeB 
both the South and 
not 

•• 
that 

'1:'1\,1 we ~"Ult to find out why the schools tell these 
. l1ee and find out who is helped by the,,, lies . 

,Con~~pt: That the myths serve a purpose by: 
'1. ;-,,~ping llegroee servile and teaching wn! te" to 
i r,,~l supe~!.o::l, 

2. ProvH~O)'i :l Justification for race relations in 
this cv::·, I':;. 

Question: .iny do the school II tell these lies? 
\'Il"oy h .. ~rs er:c believes them? What do they believe~ 
I '. ~., l:; ,''1':' -.:hen real to b"lieve th"se thingll' 
:" ... .: ;, :'l,,~ gl,c them exc"lls9s1 '"'l~!lt kim!! of 

excuses do tpe lies provide: 
If Il \-Ihite man kHls a Negro 

(If n policeman be~ts a ~egro for demonstrating? 
It a policeMan beats e whit~ d~~onstrator? 

t Ii' a ?rewa is refUseo the vote? 
It a !legro ~rles to integrate a school? 
It Negroes are paid less noney tor the S'me work? 

'If white workers want to start II. I.<nion? 

Now who profits by these 11e81 Let's start here 
in this town. 

Con~ept; That eome poople profit gy the propega
tion at myths (make ooney, gain po\·,-er. bolster up 
their egos, etc .) . 

Question: 1-.'11.0 makes money when Negroos are paid 
less then \I'hite people? 

,Example: A cotton faI':'ler'e pro!'1t is the price he 
I gets tor h1s cotton minull what he pays for leboI' . 
'Do(ls the farmer make tore mor:ey if the workers he 
.hires are !legro? Why? Is it i'rofitll.ble for the 
: fa.."":'I.eI' to kflep Uegro labor cheap? How does he co 
it? Po t.'l ... lOIyths help hin do it? How? 

more 
, labor? 
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; ~!,Q ""hi to 'r:o!'kers 
.. nior.~ t-s::'1(ve in 
j .. r.ions, >;"'.0 WCl';Cers 
I ,..-.cic:~s :::0:"11 

, 

who are tol~ that 
there arc no 

:o:uestio!'l: Why 
,to vote? 

people 'dant the Ne~o 

r~~ 
1;ne!::.? ,,'~& t ...,Quld 

laws if N~groe8 votod 
made laws that pai~ 

the farmer vote for them? Doea 
man? Do white worker,,? ylhy? 

T);lIt pOOr whites suff'er frQ;1l the ~yth8. 

They got in town About tor. o'clock in tht 
mor r:lng. They hlld a lis t of oig:'1t or ten o!' 
the OpllrRtor~ _ They were going to see t hem 
at the noon hour. 

So they ~Ient to the factory find they 
aaked , "',fhere 19 so ahd so? Where can I n"d 
so and so?" 

They were engaged in asking QUesti Qns , 
when ane of' t he nill polio" ts.ppe<;l him on the 
:!Iho'Jlc.ct" and showed h::; blldge flmJ ~1l; 1 i;l , ~Co:r.e 
with lIlc . " 

Ho said, "'<.'1: baYIl not dO:'le e.r'iycninS i .... e 
are outside an~ on the st~eet an~ Just ask1ng 
to IHU! sOll:e fellows. . " 

"Oh , we know; 00",8 "'ith 11:..,." 
The] ~'re taken to the poli~. stat10n a~ 

locked up 1n a cellon the charge of vagrancy 
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BOth of the~ had , oh, fifteen or twe~ty dollars 
alit",,· In t~elr clotho! . 

'<:y said , "lie are not vagrants; wo came 
dow:: 101'e .crefi such and such Ii. city . " 

"",ut you ere org8n1zers." 
"or course we fU'e orsanlzarlt . " 
"1:lel1, you 1U'e! in a bile! plll.ce." 
?hey WBre kept in jail until five o'clock, 

just before dark , and the judge ca~e in and said , 
"\ihat are yOU doing here?" 

"We a r e down here to tt'y to st&rt 8:'1 organi 
zation of' the textile workers of this mill." 

"That 1s wil.at you think , " he IUI.1d . "~en 
dollars fine nnd out of town before six o'elock , 

amI do not come back . " 
T:~By did not kr.ow what they were rinsd for, 

but t h'1Y paid the fine, and as t hey went out of 
the COUl'trOOl"l. , One of the l'llU'lInals, or policeman, 
went up to them and said, nWhich way srB you boys 

S"!r.g1" They $uid, "\0'0 havo got to got out of 
t"lm all<l we >-hn\l~t lola w01.l10 go to 1I1.1eh (l;nd $uch B 
town , . roil 

Hho 

for pay 

tiegro t:rom .,"0' 
the fa:rmo:r 
tho .~~~;n 

for illi cit gains in graft , etc . 

and 

beca1.llle they have learned ~~e ~~ths too, and 
"hata" end "fear" . 

look for t ho mayor, b1g plantat10n owners , Il~~ :;:::::n::~:~:e Stlllo of t h,ne nan 1n your to..,n~ (S1.lgge3 -
plant manage:rs, mill owners, etc . ) 

!;1th the 1 nformation you get ~O!;I either 
parents or COF'O staff :research, CO<1stl'l.Ict 

chart of the power structare on the 
or lar ge paper . 
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I 

IPlantatto}-JJ'8wsPlI.pe"il I Owner :P\l'blh~6r r~ __ ~_._. ___ . - -.'or -- , I' cotton l:ll'j-jun!.tec! s!.at'C; 
PI'li eiden t 58:""'"'",", ___ ---' -1- -

I 
I !?laot i 

_OJ HanaS"r'.1 
I 

l~::~ how 0 deeision )TInde on the upper leval gets passed 
Id through tt:.o chllin of eo=and and finally il!ij:lemento( 

Dr-8l"!Ietir.e 
if po~~1-
ble . ! 

A Net;::"o triea to register. The registrar ot 
faila hin, a~j calla the Mayor. The l'!ext day 

, ow~er fires hL~ and orders hin off the 
and his name is published in the newspaper. The 

forecloses on his car, and the store refusee him 
nora credit and the county welfare departmant says 

mu~t get t~~ee references from white people before 

'Z'hll 
e>f' tee.1I 
Dixie
crats 

I 

I is eligible tor relief. ~le wife is tired frOM her 
as a coo:~ Tor a wnl to fe<11y. ~'hon they move in 

1~~~~:relat1ves, the house 1s .. hot up one night and the r man erre~ted ~m "lIuspie1on . " 

that thero 15 Whet 

cen, 

':,,:c~;~~ ,t:r-om ~ and 

a power ~tr ... c
that make the 

the ~ame 
..,111 happen 

will run rot" l:j:!::~,:~:~~~[ will run tor the 
the eempa1gna, they 
they help to reaka the 
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1s tho Cha1~~an or the Senate Judiciary C~ittee, 
influences the appo1n~£nt of judses to the Fedo~al 
courts in which civil rights de~onstrators are trie~. 

• 
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"VBnt UNlQ. 1n NCf!"o E1stery" i!J sV;l11ab:"6 fr,,,1 ("",~ ~Oi>8) 
'!'rQII! ¥..arvey C. :b.:.stell. vice pr",ei,ie:-.t. Pepei-Co:"a COI<l;;.J.ny . 
:;::JC Park /:'/8 ., ~e'.: 'tor!! City . 

I 
• 

An B:<celltt.t r.;1meo~ra;lhac. brochure on "!:-.e !,eEro :..n 
~~Br1can History" ~9s1~ned sapac1ally for h1£~-Behoo:e ean CB 
c'eta!.r.ed fro;;> Jo;;'" L Riecke, Supt . of Scl'.ool~,·:ash!.~..:ton . DC. 

:!o .... aNl. Fatit ' s "~gedoI:. Roae" teect1bes Reco!':s l ruet1on 1::-. 
;;..:> __ ~;.. Carol::':1a ;,y tellillE the story cf Gideon Jacl,so:!, an 
unGG.Uca t l!C frBE-~n '.i::o · ... as o l act-eel. to the South Carolina 
lB£!_latura a.r.d u:"tl.;::a,,(;ly to Congr ese. Thl:!l 1'".o\le1 19 
eses!'lt1clly aec'-'rata h1storicall;!. It i 8 ::>ubl1G;-;ec. by PO!".fu!.!'l 
3ooks . 53 '/I. 43 S~ .. Na;f York Clty (toal KU 7-5570) .. Ccat.s 35# . 

":' t.e Plctor-1al Hil!!.ory of t!'!.s}JG,!"O," c;d.itec. by i.8::.<;:s":.or. 
:~u(MS ana ::;u'olichoo by Cr.y,m Pub!.illhe!"s, 4:S Pal'K io'Je . South , 
.-~'. Xork Clt:r (tel :·:U 5- 8550) 16 a -ea.rr.1fieant. !'BBOUrCG anc. 
;":!l ever] "tit or ... he G5. S5 it costa . Or(.er the la':.est a.i!tlon 

_::.ch 1nc:·.l:!er; !'l9.rrat.:'va a.nd p i (lT,".Jrea of t~-,,,, recent c1v::'1 r1eht s 
_~!"U(' le . 

The f'ollo\:in, eat:. oe ONere~ frol!: L1berator Book Serv1ce, 
2.1;4 EaGt 45 ~t. . , .:;;;. York C1t.~· lC017: 

1. G"lde !'or :rea.chera 0:1 CO!ltr:'bu'~iom: O!- A!'ro- J.::er1cB:lS 
to ti".e A::l",-lcar. Cultura . Ill-CO . SOI:OG .... hllt aleT:1er.tary . 

2 . Lar.,,£tor. nUc,..es , "E'a1!lOUC .~,lcr1ea:1 ~eEroas . " )i3. CC- , 
3 . Lar.,£to!'. f. .... :hes.'.'?1rst 300k 0:' :;6'.1'OOS." ~2 . 5C . 
il . Die:: Grtlf,ory, "FrQ!!l t!1e 3ack or ~he 2Ul." 60f, . 
5 . Lor:'aine nS!;S&6rr/, "&lil)~n 1n t.he SU:l.'~ 50/ . 
6 . 'lilE!~ Kelley. ".A J1ft'el"G!'.tt ::!'illl':"Sr." 0::;(. 
7 . ::aywoo.: ratter-lion, "Seottr.b" _ ::'oy." 5o¢. 
B. "J.., Afr1can ':'reasur;r," ed . Ll;_ .. ton Suphaa. -' .• 
S . ":'1:"e and Times. 0): Fr"der1ek nCUi'lll.;;S.U ~:. •• 

J 
10 . "Lay !:y Eu:Nien Do· .. r., " ea . S.,~ . Sot-kin. __ . 0 .•• ?~::"Gon,,:, 

recollect-1ol'_" of r :;'~verj" . --..:a.ne!.pa tlon 8:1d Reeon&t.ruct!.on 
ccllectec. &1 :.hG j'1o!eral 'ir:. "',6r6 Preject d\lr~nr t.~e- ;:810' :;1'1111 . 

_-_ ~:.ures 

?ietU;"~8 of ~ro8t :;e'."'Oe"" t.o.-e!".e!'~a:: ba .. k:-rc ... . 

... ;d;:;o(Jl.ln:::lli.u.u:!O;~ ;,jL. ~. :.8 .:;leii ;,~:; for tl".(> ;:.' ~ _~. of 

... ;-ol"'l":.a:.1on on t~-. eil"' :'1v(l~ en be o:'::'e. '" _.'\l." .:r : 1;1.: .!.e I 
:;ecro Life ane. ::1s.-:'0::"j" , 15;:J 1:1::;,;" ':'t. • • :, Jas,..::":~t.on DC, 2:;;:"1. 
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24 Some Notes on Leading Discussions 

-- ' .. "' 
SOME OOTES ON .EAIlltr:i D1SUJSSIOI'S 

-
You beCDIOe iii gotrl discussion l eackr t hrough , 

1) A litt le tra lnlr.g , 

'" ..... -1-/-• • ,- "'-

2) KnowlllQ SCM of t he basiC Uchnil'uu in ludlng d!5cussioM and, 

J ) Most Impor t ant of all , 
discussions . 

-got tt ll'lg & lot of experience in actlally l eading 

lrIHAT ' S'11!E OlSCllSSION llAIER fOR'? • 

When peepl .. get log .. the r to discuss S'JOtG thlng their discussion very often \/il nders 
all over the piau . Or they ..,.y only go :as ra r as crying on each othp.rs shoulder about 
t heir pr cble.. and let It So at that; or o~ .. potr so,", lIay oo.inate the Wl'.o18 deal and hoi 
doesn't .. 110101 anyon£ ehe to contr ibute. any:..hingJ or they IIIIIY all f u t .. lIttla stran!l'll 
and ncvl! r wal'll up to u.ch other; or they .ay "ant to setth the !!heuuion by a uoh. 

So I t tall ... locoeollC with training aM expnlence In helping lhell organiu the._ 
selves t o gilt t he 1IaX!1I_ OUt of the till!! !.l.ey are togetMr. That's where you cau In. 
That ' s \/ha t .. dlscuulon leader Is for . 

To put. It I n a iliON: pOIItivc Yay, 
f ollow ing: 

t.hI:! dlsC\lulon In.der gene rally hu to do t hl:! 
• 

1 ) HOI ge t . t he paople In III group to ),rrt, up to each ot.hI:!r hru:! h'!l'P' Crf'~te ... 
uni t y of purpon . 

2) Ha S<leS t hat <!Veryorw ruu III chancO) to participate and halps thole who may 
be a lI ttl<l backward or shy. 

,3) He guides the discussion t.o keep I ', on the probltll a t. hand , 

" ) He help . t he discussion along t.oward a deflnlta ~nd. 

a ) If poople arc discussing a prd'hll, h<i! _ 

0) I'!aku SUf'II ev~ryone undustands what t.ho: probl<i!1I h. 

( 2 ) II<! he lps t he dl scu . .,ion along t o'olan!. vh:!.t the possibl e ,01ut lofU ani . 

0) Th~n guides t he .. along 1<; di scussing out. what. specific action t h<lY 
h:!.ve t o t ake . 

SQ(E TIPS WEN YOU ' RE lEADIN:i THE DUDlSSIon 

If )'O':l ask a gJe stlon and gl!: t no N:spOR$<I __ 

Jq:t.rme your question. If th l. doesn 'l won.: ask SOllie ot.he r quntiorlJ which v i I I 
18.d Into your origi nal qu8,tl on . 

\ 
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I! tl'2y start discussing two things or Ideas at the same thr:e __ 

Bneak In and tell the .. the two things th«y aN talking about. Then start. diseuu!ng 
one of the. to II conclusion _ then the other . 

I.f th'o/ wander off the subject __ 

Gently step In Hnd gu i de t.he dlseusslon back to the ...... in qI.lest:.lol'l yoo WeN dlscus_ 
si~ . But, If tMy ~t of! cl'Ilo .not~r qo.icstlon IiInd e~Tt~ 11 Inhnst.ed In It, 
stay wl'iJllt and help guide the. to a conclusion on it. hens'!!:. back to the original 
tOpic. 

~ fhxlbh. !)on't try to force the discussion exactly aceoMlng to th~ way It 
Is outlined in yoor Il3roal or the way you have outlined It for yourself . 

If .. au than O!\C! p<:fson speaks at. the sa=Q time __ 

Tell the .. , -Lot's have Joe speak first, then you and you ailer hI ... n 

If on .. p"rson tries to blnate the dlscusslon __ 

Sa,y, ~You've alr .. ady given SOIl" of your Ideas on t h\J ..... estlon. SOIQe of the others 
haven ' t. ~ a chance t o express their ideu yet . Let' s glvll til ... a chanell , too. " 

If 50C1t\!OI'l<:! Qkes an I .. portant PQII'lt h 

RIIpeat It sO t.hat. evuyol'lll get.s It.. • 
If )'Ou don't undeuhnd what. 5omeO:'lll .. eans __ 

The ehllnen art: thll.t. other. didn't. get. hill either . Ask , "Can you tell u. What. you 
!Han by that?" 

If you'rt: through with t.he Iliscussion on a quution-

Suru.arlze the I .. portant. t.hings agrt:ed 00. SIJ ....... I::e ',"'"_ 
tak8, 1£ any . Aho $U""'arlza what. t.hlng' they couldn't. agrt:e 
Eerenee is . 

stTTIlfCi UP THE KEErlOO 

t.hey decided t.o 
vhllre tha d\E_ 

1) Get t o the ..... tlng bo:!ort: t.llIe _ Ge t the !!Iee-tlng place rial!;( for uu . 

A) Arrange the ehalrs, H possible, so that ItVIlryone can sa. uch other when 
t.hey speak . 

B) Sec that the roOOI Is cQIII!ortabh and clun. I! i t's too hot. get sOllie air 
In t.here . 

2) _ Tell what you're going to disuess at. t.hla ..eeting . 
size ot the IIro"l' . KalIe it a s .. :ellss '>I1t.h those who 

show "i" d1sclluions take place wit.h not less th;J.n 10 nor 1II0re than 
2$ par ticipant.s . . , . 
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I 
I 

• • 

11.) 1! it ' . the !irst lIIIletil'lQ \11th th<I.t part lev.hr group and they aU don't 
know each oUler t.oo _11, gO arounl tllll' rcoa. having each Orlil IIlve his 
nallll>. , This II II. good t.1~ t.o ~ people t.o speak cu t 50 t.h£y can be 
Ileard by all . 

WOUI ba .. d. on 
UPtlA.- AI'l.-<:ro 
Instruction materia l 

HlOKUOOlltIl c:DITEII 
1625 RI~r'lde Drive 
KI'.cxvllle , TefUllluee 
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25 Freedom School Data, July 1964 

 

Council of Federated Organ i zations 
1017 Lynoh Street 
Jackson , Mississippi 
Press Phone: )85- 3276 

~ED9M SCHOOL DATA; 

FreedOIll School s were proposet1 

j1j!!:~~~~f:~:!;~~~~~~~~~:~!i~ University student untll he 

creati va wri tar." accord l rig to 
Stnuahton Lynd . That "help froro 

the Negro youngster ware to have 
world," was an obvious fact, accor_ 

stud1es of the MiSSissippi educational 
James Silver noted 

~,::;:':::;::::'~i;:lccal sohool ~., figure for the 
the limited subject matter 
students , the fear of dis _ 
exploring controverSial 
Negr oes were to take part 

1n a context auppl'ell1ental 
th'- ,,",t' : 

b) Pr"eedom Schools 1!!. Operation; As of July 26 , there were 41 fwro_ 
tioning Freedom Schools in twenty oommunities aeross the state with 
an enrollment of 2 , 135 students __ twlce the figure Jirojeeted in plan _ 
ning for the SUIl\mer , There are aPrrOXimatelY 175 teaching full _ tll:1e 
in the Freedom ScOOols . with recru tment Of 50 to 100 more in proceSa . 

The_.:typical Preedolll School has an enrollment of 25 to 100 and 
S staff of five to s ix teachera , and 1ti held in a church basement 
or sometimes the ohurch itself, often ulling the outdoor are4 as weU 
Typieally, the morning w11l be taken up with a ·core currioulum" 
built around Negro H1story and o1tizsnship. The late morning or 
efternoon is taken up with spec1al oleSses (such as Frenoh or typing __ 
both very popular) or projeote (such as drSI!)<l or the school newspaper.) 
In the evening classes are held ror adults or teenagers who work 
dur1ng the day . 

The idea of the sohool 18 oentered on discussion of tile C; r oup . 
O:1e Iluzo;estecl guide (llstributed by corn to Fro~om School t eAchers 
noted, "In the matter cf classroom proce(lure , quest10ning is the v1tal 
tool , It 1& meaningless to noed the student w1th infor=tlon he 
cannot understan(l; queationing is the path to enlightenment. It 
requires a great deal of skill and tact to pose the quellt10n that 101111 
st1ll1ulate but not offend , lead to unself _consciousnese and tho dBlI1re 
to express !;hought .... The value of the Freedom Sohools will derive 
mainly from what the teachers are able to elielt from the students in 

terms of comprehension and expreesion of their experiences , ' 
At a time when the nation ' s educators have become concerned __ 

(!ond stymi ed __ by br1nging to children of the non_verbal ·culturally 
deprived' oomllIunity the ability to fcrmulate questions and articulate 
percoptions , the daily pedagogical revolutions that are t\-,e 'oasis of 
any success 1n a Freedom School olassroom baoome overwhslming upon 
oonsidering thet the students are MiSSissippi Negroes __ possibly the 
Single IDOst deprive(l group in the nation __ and the teaohers are the 
culturally alien pr oducts of the muoh-maligned liberal arts undergrad
!.:ate eduoe. t1on . An indication of what is happening among the students 
and their young t6llchers in the }o'reedolll Sohools is given by a singla 
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2-2-2 -2 
Freedom Schools 

line of COFO advice given t o ths teachers: "The formaJ. cla.ssroom 
a.pproach is t o be avoided ; the teachsr is encouraged to use ell 
the resourdes of his i magina t ion . · . 

Accordl"g to Dir ector Lynd, the Free(lom Schools may be dealt 
with in t ho oontext of t hree general Situations: oj rural ares s ; 
bJ urban areas where t he civil r ights movement has been strong; 
cJ urban areas where the 1Il0ternent haa been weak. "In the firet 
an(l third situat lons , · analy:tea Lynd, "the Freedom Schools have 
been most success f Ul , not jus t In number !;, but In ",Mt Is going 
on there." 

In the r ur al areas where t here 1s llttle recreatlon or diver_ 
sion available to the Negro community , the F't'eedom School becOCles 
the center o f teen_age soclal aCltivlt1es , aClClording to 1.):nd . Lynd 
draws upon the Holmes County and Carthage Freedom Schools as exam_ 
ples of t hi s rural sUCCesS . When the Freedom School staff arrl ved 
in Cart hage, the entir e Negro cOllllllunlty was assembled at the church 
to 6r .. ot them; when, two days later, t he ataff was evicted from its 
school, the community again appeared with pick-up truc ks to help 
move the library to a new sohool site. As this is being written , 
the Cart hage community, with the help of summer volun t eers and a 
National Council of Churches minister, is build i ng its own community 
center .... hich w11l be stllffed by civi l rights workers IUId local VOlun_ 
teers . 

An example of the second Situation, the urban success , is the 
Hattiesburg Pree(lom SChool system, whlch Lynd refers to aa t he 
"Mecca of 1.11., Pr .. tldom Senool wor~d . · In Hat.tletlbul"g 1.11"..· .. ar .. mor .. 
than 600 students in five schools. Each t eacher has been told to 
find a person from the community to be trained to take over his 
teaching job at the end of the summer . Much of the second session 
tn Hattiesburg wHl be devoted to t he training of local Freooom 
SChool teachers . • Here, as in Canton , ' states Lynd, "there can be 
no doubt that the sucoess of the sohools stemmed from the inGensive 
civil rlghts campaign in the community during tils months of ~e 
winter and spring . " 

In Gulfport and Greenville urban enVironmen t s with alternativo 
attractlons, the movement has n6t been strong enough in tl1e past to 
counteract traditional t1me_passing activities . Lynd notes , however, 
that the generalization has e~ceptions. Holly Springs , an ~rban 
area in whlch the move~ent has not been strong in the past, has a 
hie-hly Succe ss ful Freedo:ll School. 

It should also be noted that in Holly Springs , Carthage, and 
Shaw , the F't'eedom Schools are oompeting against the r egular publio 
schools which a r e currently in session as public schools close in 
early spring to allow students to chop cotton . 

I n Mississippi's s tronghol(l o f organized terror, the Southwest , 
the McComb Freedom Sohool has proven the political value of tile 
school s as an lnstrum$nt for building oonfidenoe in the Negro oommu_ 
nity when canvas l ing 1s impractical . Lynd oltls the instance of 
r'l1ss Joyce Brown's poem concerning the F't'eedolll School held at a 
bombed home which moved the communIty t o provide a meeting place for 
the school. "ThUll, " nctes Lynd , "the presence or.!l. Pr'eedolll School 
helped to loosen the hard knot of fear a nd to orglUlize the Negro 
communi ty . ". There I\1"e 108 studenta at the MeCornb Fre&dom School. 
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oj Ire Future 2..f. the 
Don flue beyond tne
Schools 1n a ... veral 
regular 

•• 

Project 
to t811.,,_: 
during 
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~"' combined and often 
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be volunteer s 
five 
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could al.o 
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4-/.i·/.i-/.i 
Yreedo .. Schools 

The FN.OOtD School progr8ll\ can develop as an aid in en.a.blir!f; Mi~gb.nppi 
N8gro o!rtudtmts to IIIIlke tile trall51tion fr<;fll • MilI"i"~pp1 NeW" high "chool to 
h1gller edueation. standardized tests 1i!1ll be a<n1n1st.ered to the meet prOidainll 
Freedoo! School ,,' . .ldentl! under tm. direction ot the College Entrance Exaodn8tion 
Board (CFE8) in III1.d-Auguat . Evaluation of thee'" "cores and oU-.er data by the 
National Scholarship Servica Fund tor Negro students will lead SQIMI ot the 
~ School students to a progr ... involving a) a transitionllJ. educational 
elqlerlence durlr!f; the ~Illm>m' attar high !cbocl, b) a reduced load durlng thq 
freshman year at colle~~ and c) financial aid . others can be helped by the 
lUretlt:iy'-eXisting work- study progrll!ll. 

d) FrtM the secoro FreedOlll '3<:hool a"srlon (August J-21) 
begIii8," Schools the etate 1e aceeduled tcr tl:c 
F-n!e southern 'l'he free Southero 'l'heaur 
\/&3 orgenioled ot (XIIO and 'I'ouga.lfH) 
College as an Q naif aWlIl'aness eong Negroes in 
the deep South," "will wrk toward est8bli9hmEnt or perrument stock ud 
l"epertory cQ'IIIPaniee , with 1II0b1le toIu'ing unikl, in 1OIIjor population center$ 
throullhO\1t the South, stagir!f; plaY'll that renect the struggleg ot the AmeriCo.n 
Negro ••• be(ore Negro and ~ in tillie , integreted audiences , " according to a Free 
Southern Theater prOBpt'cWs . An apprenticeship progrlllll is planned lIMoh will 
send ~ number ot pr~8101! partioipants to New York tcr more intensive study. 
The cOlllPlln;r will include both protea81onal and amateur p:u-tidpant:ll . 

The develOJ*Mnt of the PrmI SOuth..-n Theater was sparked by the ncul wral 
desert~ resulting trom the closed society's restriction of the patterns ot 
l"e.f1ective anel crelltiVl'l.t~.~~ht , 

Each perfomane6 ot by workshop~ 
in the PNedo!n Schools of theatu 
through participation. are revolu_ 
tionary in the conuxt Merlean patterns of etlucllt.1on, so the Freo 
Southern theater brings II new concept ot <ii-_ to theSIit Misaisaippi students. 
Dr . Lynd cOllllMnts" that the aill! o( the 'J'hfIater ''iB the creation ot " ireah theatri
cal style which will cc=bine the highest standards ct crillSlll"nship with" more 
int1Jrtau IlUdience r8pport than IIIOdcrn tneator usually achieves." 

Segregaud 8cOOo18 , controllfld uxt books, bck of disC\llIsicn of controVtlr!li:l.l. 
topics, the natu.r1! of the mlISS m(l~1I in Mi"si""ippi defnan.:! the developlllent of II 

cultural program, to be viewed in the context or OOuoation , alI!Ong an entire peoplo . 
MOt\!! the objeetiVOls listed tur the Free Southern Theater by its I1rlltinators 

are "to aCqll&int Southern peoples ldth a breadth of expedence ldth the t.heater and 
relllted art to:n&!l ; to liberate and explore the creative tal.mt and potent.1al that 
is here .., \lell 0/1 to prOlllQte the production o( art; to bring in artists" irOl1l 
OIJtrlde the state as well u to proVide the opportunity tor local people with 
<;reaU:ve o.b1Uty to have experience nth the theater; to erephasilte the universality 
~f the problema of the Negro people; to stre~hen clll!lmln1cation b.,t\leen Southern 
l.~groesi to "'set't that selt' knowledge 2nd cre8tivity are the :foundatioll.!l o( 
h\llllan dignity . " 

AmOt\!! the sporu,ors ot the I'r"e Southern 'I'heater are llinger Harry Bela!'onte 
eutl10rs JIIIII88 Bald>l'1n and Langaton Hugbell , per:fDn!l!!U Ossie Davis, Rub;r tee, and 
TheodOre Bikel , and Lincoln Kirstein , general director of the Nev 'Jork City 
llallet . 

The propose]. tor the Free Southern batElr originated ldth SIi"CC workers 
DJr:I" Derh:r, Gilbert KoII"'''' and John O' Neal , IItld ~41.00 drama inBtruotor ... ·lllia:n 
Hutohirwon. 
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5-5-5-5 
Freedom Schools 

Approximately 25 perfor-

;~;::::;;~ik~;;,::~ Chad Mitchell Trio. ~~~l;:i;' will have toured the 
Project Freedom S and eo~mun1ty Centers 

before close of the SlW1i1er . During day they will teach in 
Freedom School workshops , and perform in community concerts in the 
evening. Communities throughout the state have alread1 been visited 
by the Caravan . . 

The Caravan is sponsored by the New York CounCil 1)[ Perfo=1ng 
Artists (Gil 'rurner, Chairman) . and is directed by Bob Cohen at 
tht' tiseissippi Summer Project Headquarters . 

The first ODes to 
the opemng of the 

are the young students 
of Freedom School 

age. 
Freodoll School's 

a Negro in chnins with a scroll below 
a 1Il1ln and s brother?" One girl, in the 

n •• • too long others have done our speaking for 
us... 1e a domectio who fesra for who.t will hoppen 
to the to her child's attendance at the Freedom School. 
One 15 year studant there remarked that the FreedOIli School 
"enables me to that I can get along with the whites and they 
can get along me "'i thout feeling interior to eacn other." 

Two young student::; in the Holly Springs Freedom School desc:dbe 
their home town: "The worki~g conditions are bad . The wages are 
very low . The amount paid for plowing a tractor all de;)' is three 
dollar s •. . • The white man buys most of the supplies used tor the 
annual crops . but the Negro contributes all the lsbor. In tb~ fall 
of the year when the crop i9 harvested and the cotton is sold to 
market , the white man gives the Negro what he thinks he needs, 
without showing the Negro a record of the income the white man boe 
collected for the year. This proceGS of faming bos beco::lo 1:1 
custom . This way of livelihood is not much different from slavery." 

A stud.ent deseribes her lire in the "Benton County Freedolll 
Train:" "o,;re work eight to nine hours each day and are paid daily 
after work is over. We get only $3 . 00 per day . . . and •.. chop 
cotton ali hours to 9 hours ellch day . ••• The man whom 1IIe work for 
is responsible for having fresh cold water handy in the field for 
the workers to drink . The whites also fail to take U9 to the store 
in time to eat dinner . • . . I'/hen it's banest Nee;roes llick cotton 
by hand at $2 . 00 f or a hundred pounds and aO:ne places ti}.oo per 
hundred." 

In the Mt. Zion Freedom School's "Freedolll Press," a girl states 
she comes to t he Freedom Scbool because "I want to become a part 
of his tory also . " 

Joyce Brown , the 15 year old author of "The House of Liberty" 
(attsched) will ba a senior next year at McComb's Negro Burgland 
High School. When she was 12 years of age sbe was doing voter 
registrati:on canvaasing when Bob Moses, director of the MiSSissippi 
Summer Project, first be£an voter activities in Miasissippi for 
SHOe in 1961 . 
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FIRST SESSION FREEIXII SCHOOLS/APPROxmATE ATTENDANCE 

let Congressional District 

Columbus (2 schools) 

2nd Congressional District 

Clsrksdale (4 sohools) 
Holmes County (> schoola) 
Holly Springs (3 ochoola) 
Greenville (2 schools) 
Greenwood (1 school) 
Ruleville (2 schoola) 
Shaw (1 achool) 

'rd Congrell sional District 

Vicksburg (1 school) 
UcCo:llb (1 scbool) 

4th Congressional District 

Canton (~ schoola) 
Rural Madieon (5 schools) 
Carthage (1 8cbool) 
lIer1d.ian (1 school) 

5th Congressional District 

Hattiesburg (5 achools) 
Laursl (1 school) 
Moaa Point (1 achool) 
Biloxi (1 8chool) 
Guldport (3 SChOols) 

60 
105 
155 

}5 
60 
50 
25 

60 
75 

110 
225 
75 

150 

60 

490 

l}5 

675 
65 
40 
}5 
75 

890 
Grand Total; iliii=J58 

~/3S 
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THJ: IDU'JZ OF LIS!R'l'1' 
• 

I cane not ftlr fortuM, nor ftlr flll'lOl, 
I seek not to add glary to an unknown """')0 , 
1 did not COI!e une!er the shadow of n:1,;ht , 
1 Ca/ll8 by day to fight for what's right. 
1 shan 't let fear, "".monstroua foe, 
Conquer my soul with threat and _. 
lIere I MVG COtl1G and Hue I shall stay. 
Anti no amount of fear, JIlY detet'1linat.ion CAn sway. 

1 IIlIketl for your churchn, and you turned me dovn, 
But I'll do 1111 work if' I haVG to do it on the ground; 
lou will YIOt ep!Iak ft:it toar of being hurd , 
So y<l'J crawl in your shell and sq, ~ I)o not disturb." 
YOU,"think 'boCtruS8" YCU 'l i! 'tlrrneG' 'III8 ... u:c;y; " 
You ' ve protected yourself for mothar day . 

, 
But tcmcrrov surely IllUst come, 
Anti yeur eneros will still be thoro with the rising eun; 
11<1 ' 11 be there tOIIIorrow Ill! ell taIIorr ow in the past, 
lone! 00 ' 11 follow you in'to the future if' you lot IlI.JII pass . 
You ' ve turnod me llown to huftcr hill , 
lohl YOW" tate is sad and grinI, 
For even tho ' your help I a3kJ 
£Vlln >litbout it, I'll finish JIlY task. 

In e bombed houss I have to t.,ach I:IY school, 
BcCllU98 I belillVtl all men should livll by the OoldGn Rule . 
"1'0 a" booo.bed howls your childr"en lIlUSt (:01'1(1, 

~8U8e ot your f sar ot a bomb, 
J,nd boeC8Uf1e you ' ve let your rear e'onquor your scul, 
I n this baRbed house thse" minds I arust try to 1I01d; 
1 ICU8t tr;r to teach th~ to ~tand tall lind be • ~an 
'When :rou their p.' .... nt<ol 10" ... oo....,..d down "nc1 refueed to tak ... IItand. 

Joyee Br'own 
KcCmb -"""8dOlll 'Ioh .. ol 
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7 

lECLARATICIi CI INDEPENIENCB 'by the 
Fl"eedOlll SChool Studantll ot 
st. Jotm' s MlthodUt Cb.In::h. 
Palmar'. CJ'oesin{:. HattiesWrI . H1.aB . 

In thb cours. <)t human .venta, it hu bec<DjlI Nleessuy ttfr tM Negro 
people to treak awa;y trca tn.· cuat.alls 1Ih1ch hi" udIl it -..ry difficult tor' 
the Itsll:ro to get hill God-given right" . We, All d.tiZ81111 ot 'Mississippi, do 
horeb}' st.ata that all people should haT!!! the rllht to petition. to I.lIsSllble, 
ancl to \1311 publie pac.., . W. WO MVlI t.I'Ie n&ht to u.te , Uberty mxI. to 
seek happ1nNl . . 

The Kgiett Int. ha3 no right t.o make or to ch.anie 18l1li >d.thout the con.
l!Ient ot the people . No lowrment. hall the rtlht to Uk. the 1811' into ita 
own hands . All pe~le ..., c:1t1lenll ha\'tl tM right to 1rnpe.o;:h the IOVlIl'l'IlMnt 
1ihen their ",ht8 u-. !)eire t.lcen • ...,.. 

All voters sled penons to the gowTllIII&nt. Iv$ZYOi. El8t TOte to HKt. 
u.. penoon or his choice; 80 .. hereby state that all persons or t .. nt:r-ono 
years or • • ..nether blllClc:, white. or yellow, ha.,., the rilJht to elect. the 
""raona ot their choice; CId it these penOl13 do not a.rr;r out tlwl 1dll ot 
the ptople, they M:n the right to.J,.ter ar abollah the aonu, nt. 

The Negro doeo not. hi". the right to petition the 1"""-'-'1. tar • 
~es. of these grievance., 

for equal opportun1 ty. 
FO%' better schooll and equ1J*101nt . 'or bette:r ncreat.ion taeill.t.1e~. 
For -ora p.1bll.c libraries . 
For achoo15 tor the mentally ill. 
For .ora end bet.ter senior eollepe . 
For better ro.dI!I in Negro cCIIaUnitice . 
For tr&in:l.~ echools in the Stat. ot I1:I.sdn1ppi. 
For mol"1I Negro poUt_no 
For -.ore qarant.ee ot a tair c:1rcu:1t <::lcrk . 
For integraUon in <::o11e$O" and ad,oola . 

The gOTern •. , hAll !!lads it pOllllibla tor the 1Ihit. IIIIn to have a .ock trial 
in the ease or a Negro'" death. 

The goYtlTlll!lent hu retuaed to &&lea la .. tor the PJbl1<:: COOd. 
'l'be ICol'8n.ent has lllIed police hrIlt.ality. 
The goverm.tont Il.a3 UIpoaed tams upon \18 1d.~t. .-.pr-..ontat1on. 
Tba glTfr", at baa re!Uaed to 81\'8 the Negrotl/J -the right to 10 into PlSbllc 

plAcea . 
n.. glTfti, "t haa ...need our r.g:tatraUon tonn! \lntllirl,y. 

We, ~ore, the Negroea ot M1adanpp1 &IIa.bled, appe.t t.o the 
,croat, "t. ot the state, that no.an 1a £ree \D\t:U.tl MTI .... tree. We 
do henby .... .J...-. i~ trCIIII t.ha \utjuat. 1&.., ot )tI,,,.:l...:lrPi iIhlch 
contliet 1d.th t.n.. ""'-1-""" Sl.lo.~ Oo_tIIb,tI\ • .., . 
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26 A Resume of Activities at Freedom Schools, August 7, 1964 

 

 

, 
J. re __ .~ .. U'l"1Ue. at 1M~ .. SeII,",l. 
ntb .Glal _JIl..u In .t.te1tdlae_ 

cClDdactotd PrU.,. . l~ 7 

Beo._ ot tho l-.t .r • t oraal. cr-Uonna1n , .all)' or the <p .. \101111 
nbd WN r .. 'lIlh or til. eorrnor .. Uon "'toml' tll~ • II1nllte .~. IIoH" 1". 
tt. tollow1nr; t1fl1NO and CO_WI .~ ~tillftlt . 

mI!3T Cant SCIlOOI-Abollt. ~ ,._tater. 'N .tteDdin, t.t.. aohool 
on • reple- b .. h. Thb it Iqgall1 d1.tded "'-tw .. J1)'O.UuiI ot • :r-a" 'P 
allot tM tNaap '"lip. 

ST . ~~ SaKlOL. ..st. . 1'11:1.1 ' . , adj .. 1nlDc tho __ Fri.t. er.u 
ope1".tion , i •• nl.aU"~ _.lin ano. J,t. pre1IC1t., :n ,tud«ltl ... enrollJod. 
The ell1l4ren q, ,...,..1", prl.nll,."",c:f.tIfl 1l'l age rraa1.4 ,..,.. d_cod. 

ODflftAL CCIIHDn 01 TarsI 'NO SCB:lCl.5. o.r /ll'clIp 'I'inoId •• t..te 
betw.., the oobooh on tho •• or rlolalce to obtain ciY11 right. , It. vu 
Irl ~pr'8uift di'plq of ~.t1on and the .. rall.ll1lll ot copnt IoZ"g\1M!ItII. 
ludle!tco q~atiIll\1rI, .~ VU Gcellaftt. Tho final Tote, __ hd- iDflueno.d 
II,. l4)'8lv Un, VII' 17-13 111 In .. or 'f101.n~. 

MCBnIlG Sl'1R SCHOOL-Thia .ebool bill the -t di'l'On1!1ed prosna 
baNd IHI age vouplng. . TblN ~ .b"t 15 :fOIIII1I.tn-a "'!IIlM-". .ttllill11lla 
" .om!n, clan in th. 8-).O...,..~ • bracket. .&!Iou.I" ola •• , Dr 11-12-1"1' old. , 
conail'h of 1;11 , q;za1 n-.ber , 15. J. t.eIl-lIP group, wtl1ch 1:1It.t.J'1II 1ltI1'IdlI«1 
and _11IgI, auaU,. .t.t .... crt •• bout 3O-J5 Rudenb. An.tult (!Z'rup, _nl:' 
oo.polMMl lit lfIellio., hat 6-1 .-ben .nd _tl in u.. _ings. 

MI' . ZlO! SC!Il(lI-lIortl ~. 'tbIrtI Ire di'l'1ded aeanDQI IaQcor&, ~ 
.p grollp1.llP. with lbollt 70 )'OlItIl. -.rolled in I 1_A"'T ola .. aiel tNbl(1 
cl .... In addition. !'!t. Zion TIIIlI aI .,;lult progr_ wh1ch condit. of 110. 
)0 'kdornt., I:M 10 in tho "Pier teena,se w..,ut and :lO 1.n tho adul.t. , .... up1"' . 
Tt-o l.et.tfl', 1D the ..un , an 11_. 

There Ire 8p!c11l cl ..... in the 101'0011 Ia- llt"U'1IC1. 8ep&rltl .nd 
di"oreed bo_ 'the regular currtoul • .:Id ICbIdttlln«. lit . Zion. to o1t. CI 
.Uilplll. hu l\lCh tnil!iIll one •• ""k. Mary S .. Ollbtl,y 11 ill cbup ot th1I 
lpeehl tft.ilIiIll . 

gr . pmL ' S SCHOI1 had OlOBed tof' thtI dllY 1Ih1ll 01#' VOlt)) lIl"riwcl. 
We did not hi". til opporton11:J' to vUit TJIt!I ClGI!f SCJD:lt.. 

P.lIMER C09Itml'Y C!IITlIR-lct1rl.U.. break d_ into 5 eatot.-1 ... 
TM7 .,.. til. llbnl'7. l1t .. -a7 ~11D1UI . t,'ptlll aln ...,;.,. ..nnnKI~bl'l , 
• J'1r1t, 1:10 cl .... .,,, ep.rw. iOO","Yl.~" "wall Opw,D and "art S ... 1Je.u.atJ,y, 
in cI:Iql of tn. o",t .. , report .,. J5 Jlml&1t.re \.IIk1", ~ regul...-l:y 
ill the 5-7-r .. r '8'1 br ec .. t, whill bet:w.en 50 end 100 Ire til thl tj..JUr old 
and 1IJI (1no1udinr teenap) "oUone. klou.r part ot the 1P1tnlctton (wlioh 
p'ob.b~ fill. iPto the th1rd Oltec~ ot thI 5 ll.ItId Ib_) lDollldlol If'te 
MId mrdmr cratt., 'I'hiJo t .. 1""~ by u, .. at&t't a. ear-"lllll" t.p .. tant be"I"". 
I\a:!h aubject. Ire not t.aacht .t aU 111 the "'VO PQbl10 .0110011. !for, of 
OOIlZ'H. 11 lilgro hilt01"7. IIIl int.eue1 pert 01 .U ODlll' ... . The aollll\lldt7 
OfJntlt', .Il.tIlollfltl Mning t<'lhool_llbl t'WIcrt.1cn • • 11 ."'" ot a ... Una ]>~ 
and l'8C%'eatlonll 11~. Thll Cll.RinlU1ln .. tha operl't,ton tro. a "'-doll Sohflol . 

!'!GII GIN'IIRJ.L COl" mTS--It 1I0Uel be pr .. upt.o ... ot lUI , !>Qed. on 
the ~ert ob .. rr.t1cn. ontll.ned Ib ..... to Itt.pt to MD • jud ... nt ~ Ul. 
quallt7 lit 1n.traation . It dClfll appall' l b7wner. tblt ... ob .011001 he. t_ 
MrrtOl' ot .t l.a .. t me preteu:ioI'&l. U.OMr (t.bIlo..1l . ......... r .. .....,.) , 
11,0 lea .... p:>.rllIlClfld _I' ~1_ln ~10r. 1>111 ..... ,...rancoo IlWlmc • 
...... 1lIblJo. 

~"IICLI . .... IDnfIrll., are .1.00 •• • 1.r..at.Q.r"M til .. puU.u.o .. o. • ..,J.fI 
ot " ... ""~ • • 'OI1-t... ~1o ..pIaau (>I, p.'-o"u ODftt.llCt III_II looIaelll r 
"0 n~t. 
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TbU eart. ot c!1net. NbUonllh1.p. plut t.ha l" .. ctr l"upon .. tor laarnin. 
by at~n~,oau86d on. liew l"orlr Cu.,. t .. chDr (rrc- Har~) to CD_ont. ebot .... 
.o" .. ., "'''" .. U.n.d .. a t..,h.r 111 H.t.t.1ubtD', tban 1n tile I .... YClrk 
~. Sbot plane t.o AUin 1D ~N1 .. 1pp1. ! _cone! te. char. p-ot ... 1011&U,. 
uperlaneed 1':l"ca flu'la. abo co_tad on the tr",h end iDt«>s:1 .... del1re to 
laam e!e.llocetrated b,. .t.lJ3ont.. , 

ttle" h .. b ... • _ drop-ott 111 athD4alloe at. the 8Oh001l .inee the1l' 
lnequraUon 111 July. Bgnnr. witb tJ. :FI,IJI:II8 r .. • ,.Ubl! bait. to depart 
&:Id oClll81del'1ng \hit 18 the fir.t. ,.au' 01 ncb IIObooh. the att.eadaaca appeaI'll 
to have hald up ro.arklbl,y .. eU. 

At OIIa eehool . Kom1n, Star. ve .t.teCl!J>t.ed to 1.U'C how MIl, of tbe 
)"OWlgetern in the neighborhood' ve" part101,.t1llfl1u the echool . QltI .t.udent 
e.t.1ut.ed attt!ndalce a_ to about halt at tho ~d1at.e :routha 1n the are&. 
Ife c1ted .. _ rtla80118 tar IaU1lH to attArld tile naceu1t;r tar 80_ :roun. 
peoplot to wark dtD'11'1J!' the ........ r , d11interut atId I ...... 

r.cU1Uo. 111 1111 tClr 111ltrl1OUoII I'IIlII&d trOll ohurch ro_ to the 
,ra.t oatdoora dUl a 111'go trea u a COIITCl1t!:>t _rellA . The IIIC111t ... 
wbateo'er tba,. w.n •• ee-.d mlh &lid vere put. to. pod lIN . 

'rt. m1ting tau conliat.ed at tt. R .... Don~d Clu'k. ~. 

btblal~ B.nc!erICll'! Ind )fartin W.u.blll',". 
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27 Fusco, Liz: Freedom Schools in Mississippi, 1964 

 

FREZOO~l SCHOOLS IN MISSISSI PPI , 1964 

From tho cc..rbon coplos of t ho sprlr.,e: ' s lo tte r s (l.11d r eport s 
I se e who-,t ronl o-.pp roi'.o:'.sl o:-.9 , C.I) "''Ill co _hope!! , the peoplo who 
dran.mod of Froodo:l 5 c110010 hed . Out of Chv.rll0 Cobb ' !! I deo. of (1 

al tuotlo:: L'1 which thero would be qUG'B tiol' i ;'l,l! , relecBo f rom rl (! l d 
9quelchl~e of L"11tl r.tlvo c-"ld expr oDlllo;:--from Chr.rlle Cobb ' e 
bltterl".CllS o.bout the wny the Necr o i'..r.a hnd to bo Bil ent 1:t·ordor to 
I\ur v ivo 1n white Amoricn , and h1 s v1010n of the kldB ' ~rt1cule~_ 
nooo ~d roo.chi~ f or chan.:;e , rno&l:i:-e: f ul cho.:-:eo , in Miscl ssipp l ~ _ 
out of h i ll sooir~ thct thc lt i ds !'.I'O r OM:\, tc seo " the link betweon 
0. rottl~~ ah~.ek "' ..... d n r otti:-.(! .A!!l~r1cc"--c;;..Qo the orig i nnl p l en 
f or Froedom Sc hools i n Hiss l sslppi . Thc. t it could be M ido;: that 
pooplo 'Work1ne: dOBp<:lro.tel:r on voter reg iotrntion l'.nd on keepine; 
v.live in tho at nt'3 could t dto sorlouely 1s perhnps ev1donco of 
tho v e.lidl t y of Chr.rlio Cobb ' lI dra::_'Il : I!1 ss1ssi ppi neoded more , 
needs more , than t h<'.t ell Ne Broce 2 1 (lI'.d ovor ah£'.ll hevo tho right 
to vote . The st£'.ff i n ~Iisei ge ippi u::de rsteo.d wl'.r.t Chnr11e wes 
dreUli ne bccr.ullc they , t oo , wore dl.",rine: t o drct.m t hc.t whet ceuld 
be dono in Hi ssi s1;)ippi could be deeper , more fu:l.d=e ntnl , moro 
f c.r-re\l.Chi~. !'lero r evolutionc.ry thc:r. voter r0 l3 1strnt1o!'l c. l one : 
mor e per sonc.l , cend i n 0-. sellse more trn.::sforn1ne , th£':: {" po11tioe.l 
proe;r!:.!n . 

Z'Ul doe1s10!'l to helVe F'r1:ledolt: S chool s 1:1 ~riss1saipp1 , the~ , coel:ls 
to hr.ve been c. decis 10!1. to o:-.ter intc eve r y phc.so of the l i '105 
o f tho people ef Ki~sinsipp1. I t seac,s to hevc been £" decision 
to IIOt tho poople fr oo for politic a h: the only wily thet people 
roally c!'_~ become free , e;~d thct 1s t otell:· . I t WCIl a."1 i mport cnt 
dec1sicm fo r tho etc.!f to be tilcl:.iq~ , o:id so it is no t eur pri aing 
thc.t the curricul um for t he pr oposDd schoolll boccme cverye!1.e " s 
concer.'! . I ur:derstc_'ld thnt Lo is Chnf foe , Do:'r. }losoa , Mendy Sc,I!l
stcL"1 , c.nd C;:.sey Heyden £',11 'Well [.s Noel Dcy , J cne Stembridge , and 
J ack lUnnis worked on c-id o-.re:ued a.bou t wha t should 00 t eut'!ht , Co.'1d 
\lhIlt the r sr,lit10s of Mississipp1 r.ro , Nld I..ow thoso r on11t i OB 
effect t ho \;:1ds , I.".nd ho'W to ea t t he k1ds t o discover t hemeelve ll 
es hUlllr~"1 be 1:1[s . And tho:, _ I underat ... -:.d , Staushton Lynd camo in 
to 1J:npose !\ \;1nd of beaut1ful ordor or. t he tormont thet t he curri
culum waa bcocmipt!- ~torne:1t beccUI;.e it was !'lot just curriculum : 
1t wall onch per~c:1 on the s t uff i n }f1ss1~sipp1 pE>i nfu lly a..'l.C. l ytL"18 
w\!r.t tho renll t1es of his world we r e , Co.~d csk1ns himse lf, w1th 
whet pt:.1n I c r.1'. onl y ~onse , whr.t r1eht he ho-.d to let the \t1ds o f 
M1esieel ppl lClo~1 the truth , c-"ld wh£'.t r ie;ht ho hll-i hI:.d to keep it 
f!'om t.hetl unt11 now. And becr.use of t hese seesi one , the yhol e 
cor-cept. of whet. could be done 1n Hl sllisll i ppi must hovo chone;ed . 

L'1 (I. \ICY , the FNedom School s beEI.l."1 t o opornt e 1n thoso 
pl n.nn1:16 !)ea!3iens . A section of t ho ourriculum Clllled "l'oor ~:h1to~ , 
poor Noe;roell nnd t h9ir f o.-.rs , " for o .. t'.I'Iplo , oonsiders the un1ty 
of oxporlenco be t woe>l 'Whit.es end Negroes , oe 1'1011 c[) t he poY~Ql1-
logiael und po liti::n1 br.rriera . And. out of the d i souss i ons t.oot 
produced t his Vr..rt of t ho curr1cullm. aerne , perh:o.ps , the idee. of 
o "Whlt o Fol ke ' l' rojoct , " 1.U'.d t ho i ntonse eC0:.1om10 ori ent &tior. of 
whC'.t WIlS bOC:Ir, 11: Ro~oarch , ::.:~d Fed ercl Pro!!r=s , c l so ::1.O W projoc t a . 
And out of work wlth the people dr.y of tor day 1:-, t he Freedom Schoole 
emcr 8ed med1cal concer ns , v.nd f= 10!lc:ue 1do£'.s , c.nd t ho COJ:lJIlunlty 
bui lding of commu:ni ty centors . I t WOB beco-.1JSO tho peoplo trying 
to clm."lI!e Mi ssiM1pp1 wore ask 1:1f!: t.hemselves the r ev.l quest i ons 
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ubout whnt 1e ltrong:6ith Hiea18eippi t hr. t t ho Bllllll'Ilor I' rojoc t i ;-l 
offoct touched (Ivory c.spoc t of t he livoe of too Nogroos i n ~l1sll1 -
seippi , Mil. ste.rtod t o tou ch t ho l ives of t he \;h1tes . 

I t vue tho cski:"..,(! of quost1o:~e , toll I seo 1 t , t hu t mnde the 
Mie elcai ppl B~or Pro ject Il. iff(lre~t fro~ other votor roe ietrc. t ion 
pro jec te a~d other civil r i ehts uot i v i tios ovorywhore e lae i~ the 
South . A.."1d so i t i (l r o['.soncblc till'.t tho tronsforIilat ie:J.EJ ti'.nt 
occurred- - ond transformstione did occur-_out of t he Freodom School 
oxporionce occurred OO Cf,USO f or the first tir.le 1:. t hoi r l1vea kids 
wa re osklr~ quoetlo;'ls . 

'I'hd 'W{'.y tho ourriculum finn11y clEle out W116 t l'~ t it ImS 
bt.eel1 0:1- tt.e v. ijlUl'l€ of ce rtc.L'l quo stions , quest l one which kept 
boing e.nj,ed thr01.lel1 t ho summer , i n con:lection with t he kids I 
lnto r os t l n t heir Froodom School tof'.c t.e r s (mo s t l y northern , moat 1y 
whlto , );lostly stl11 i n college ) , i ll cOl1l'lec tlon with Nogr o hlstory , 
1n connect1on 111 t h Afric :::.."l. culture , i n com·ac t l on eve:1 w1th tho 
ucndclI:ic sub je cts , &s well ros 1n connec tion with the study of tho 
Nl c.l1tloE of lli ssl 1ls1pp1 1964 1n tho light of No.zl GoMlH"~"lJ' 1935 . 
'!'he s o_callod " Citlzenshlp Currlcul\ll;\" Be t 1.lp tl10 lie til of quostions . 
Tho prl ;;!c .. ry lIet ~I~.S 1 . why c.ro wo (toachers &.,60 stUdents). in Freo _ 
d.on schools? 2 . wht. t is tho Froo,,"on ~!ovomo;)t? 3 . whnt a1tern!).
tiVflB ,,"OOIl t hn Froedom Movoment offor us ? lfhnt vc.~ c r. lle,," tho 
Bocondury so t of qUoll tlo;)s , but IIrhn t seomo,," to lIle t ill more lmpor_ 
t r.nt , ooc&use ];loro porsoruo.1 , so t • •. 11 ; 1 . whl'.t dooll t he mnjorlty 
culture hrve thl'.t l;S wa.,t ? 2 . wh"t does t ho mr:.jo r ity cultur e htwe 
that wo don ' t Ift.nt? 3 . whr:t d o we hllvo U:x.t wo lH'.l:.t to keep ? 

Tr~ ensworl ne of t hoso qUolltlons , end t ho contl nun1 r nlsl ng 
of thet! L"l. t1;;""1!' cont ext s , 1:u:.y be Boid porh&ps to be "'hnt tho Froe _ 
dom Schools worp nbout . This mos so OOC&USO i !1 order to r.r.awer 
u..""Iy t hlng out of 1It1llt t hoso queatlol1s EU&Ost , it is :10COSSa:ry for 
tho etul1ent to cOr'fro..""lt the que s t l o;:, of who 1'.0 ls, o...,d wha t hls 
world 1s like , end how ho r its l n to i t o r ls 1l11ennt od from it . 

I t wnll out of t ho experi ence of Cllki ne; t hoso quoetiol1s t ha t 
the t r •. nsfo rtlnt io:1s occurred . At t he oof.:ir.nll18 of the sum~o r , 
with I'flore llJ:1{'.zing except l ons , tho kil1s who vere t ontntivo1y OK_ 
p10rlng Us arA the Freedom Schools we r e wi11ins to express about 
t hClll3elvos o!'.J.y one thi!lG wi th hOI1.Os t y lin,," pnesi Oll , w1thout the 
charc.ctori ll tic.Jlr.y i nf, of thD thing t hoy t hlnk tho mlte mo."1 wllIlte 
t o hC3t:'.r : t hat thlTl& W(lS thr,t C,ll GOO..""l £Ill thoy coul ,," 6".t hor enoush 
money f o r c. t lcl:p t t hey ~Icro c01l16 off to Chic1l80 . or t o Cc.l i f o r 
n id . To 10nve tho st!1.t c WCll t hei r a~bl.tlan , ru~ nbout it t hoy 
woro cort c1n , ovon t hout:h thoy h<"..d no t thoue;ht 01Y f urther t hu.."1 
t hct , eVon L""1 t ormB of tl"horll the money uns t o corne froo , end 
cort&inly not L ' to r !;ls of whnt t hoy would fi nd thoro r.nd whllt they 
would do thoro . Somo se:llle af "e:o hoec to ![!1 Lord (;.nl1 bo f ree" __ 
somo vC8uO hope of n pl'.rr.diae beyolld- - seomod to i nform t helr 
passion f or t he north , t ho lr proEr rum l ess pnssion . 

But by tho ond of tho BUIllI:lOr nlrno&t nl1 of t lmso klds were 
pln.\1nine: to str.y I !', ~!1esi EJalppi . 

With1:1. tho flexible struct.uro of t ho Freodo!!! School i t W[lS 
nntur l:.l t t'..nt 1'. conf ossion Of __ rul in s l nton co on __ the dosire to race 
northward. l ond to !l di eoussion of tho condition of tho Vogro i n 
t he North , about whlch mos t of tim t oachors coul<l. t e ll spec 1flcc.ll.y . 
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And then C~JllO t he nO W3 storloB Btlout He-rlan , =-d RoaMsto!', Ilnd 
~:odrord , }.;rsllcchuE>o t ts , n~a too kid!) we r e li1toraated , on! worr10d . 
P.l ,t. \to ........ roOt just beer,l,)Be t he tru t h (tbou!. t ho North OO(;a..'l to 
ahc. ttor tMir d1'o= of i t r.a pr.J'6.dlee tha t tl'".e kids clm."l6od t he ir 
0 1nda . The yo;;:"r n!l!£ for tho North W(lS , of cot:reo , t ha expre ssi on 
of c m.od t o co onpe t h", 1n tolorc.b ! li t y of tho si.tunt1or. i n Missis_ 
sippi . But tb£, !1.o.ttlr o of U.s!r naod to osc':;p(l we-a tr.l'.t tOOl' really 
did not lmow whc.t 1t .n~ r,bout M1afliSBlpp l tr.1l.t t ho y hCltod--or , 
r c-t hor, they folt th~.t Ithc. t w:o.s intolorllble f or t hel:l h;:;d somehow 
t o do ~'l'bhtho whit e lnC."l , BOlJohow to do wi th 'i0tt1."'~ on ly .,,00 
c 4:J.y for 10 hours wor k ehoppinS 0. whito OM'S oottO:-l , sO.l'lohow 
to do wHI"'. tho pol1co--out t hoy hr.d. Dot yot .. rt.lc\l l et.od , 1f t hoy 
kr.ew , tho CO:1X'.cot ione r.J:lor.;;: r'.l l t hollO t hinga . And t.hoy hnd r,o t , 
ne woll , Ilr ticul(t.od tho connoctione o r t hose thinGS with t hoir 
oxpln"ioncoe or r<)prollsion a t home n..."".d in !lcl1.001 . A."1d gO t ho vary 
on:orph Ol': o nc. turc o f t ho or.ony ,rco t h.roo.tonine: to tl"'.om . 

Tho oxporlonoo in t he FroodoD Sohool I"Ir.s thc.t PllttOI'l"lS be5n..'1 
to be 800:1 , (l.nd pctto1':1.S trtl1'O 1'0:::.1 t<w, cO\lld be d o.-:.lt l;ith . So 
t ho kld o boC&..'1 to aoo t~IO t h i ncs c t onco : thc.t tl;c No;!'th weG no 
1'<31'.1 osc npO , n...""ld t iu>t t ho S out h wae no t !lOLlS v~uo whita monste;!' 
doomod i rra.t 1o:J..1.11y t o crush t horn . Simult t..:100Ul;l l y . thoy bagnl"l to 
dlsaovo r the t t hey thomllolvos aould t c. ko ac t 10n cea1nst t ho l njua
t l aos --tho opoaifi c i n juot lcoll n.nd tho cO:l.dltiol1 of 1n .1 :.1s t 1 co __ 
wh ich !(Opt tholll u.'\.happy c,"\d 1apo t o:lt . 

Through t hO study of No61'o );lotory t l1.oy bogr..'1. t o hevo (l 

soneo of t homsolvlils os Cl peopl o Who could produce horoes . 'rbey 
SClW 1!l the ctory of Joseph Cl.<lqus of t ho A1:11 e t od n pcr ;"l.llal t o 
tho k i !ldo of revol ts tr.c:. t tho Movemant, &S thoy boen. .. to lo('..l"'n 
nbou~ lt , roprdcontod . thoy sew that J oseph Ci nquo, 1n 1e rA1ng 
n mut1ny 0:1 thnt sltw(l sh1p I hstc (\d of r.ssortlng h is w111 to 
freodoi:\ by jUlllJl 1 l"l~ off t.he !lhip int o t ho shnrk _wCl1tlng wc.tors , wOoe 
cr.y1n£ tho.t freodot:! 1s Ilomothing t hut OO1:o116s t o Ufo , not to 
deeth , ~':lc! t he.t & mn."1. tma r eaponlllbliUty f o r br1nSL'1.8 ell hls 
peopl e t o frc a dom , no t juat for his own esc api ng . COlL'Ioctio:1s 
OOtwaen t hon nnd ::'OW kop t "being mndo __ a t firat by t he t onchcr ll , 
vary soon by t ho s t ude !1.t s : who do you !mow t hc.t ls l i1l:0 JO(leph 
C1nquc ? How ls Eob ~io(loa li ko Mo sos in tho Elblo r How i s ho 
dlff orollt? lI'hy dld Ht::rrlo t T.1..1W.1:'.n 1>0 bnek 1nto trw South uf ter 
sho hnd gotton hor alef froe i :r.t o t ho North __ 1l.nd 1)0 mnny ticosf 
A.-·ld ~Ihy doosn r t M1'a . s t ny 1 n t ho l:ort h once thoro 
t o speW;. , n job t het 
l1.I1YI:Joro , dt'l.::lCor 
YO\l th1n1l:: sO 
P:ro sidont 
f ormc.n i ll 
t hnt 

we con 

3ogilL--:1r!.l! to conso the r oe.l potency of or gr-.nized Nogr oo s 
l n ~f1 ss1s !l ip~1. tho k1ds i n tho Froedom 50h0010 fO\l."\d an 1lllt!od1ato 
('J"IilI'. of CO:lcorn. 1;"1 t ho NOEro 6choo 1 8 they nt t ondod or boo d.roPt:Od 
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out. of l t ho 8o_c~_11od "public!' Bchoolo . Thoy M el ( l"lovn.ncoa, but 
hod , until dr ::nrn. i:1to t he ql.1oation- r'.ak l ::'lE . only OOO::'l cbI o t o whine , 
or to nc capt pass ivo ly . or to l~. () h out by droppi :1.!! out o f school 
or f,Gttl:r'..£ thon:solvoa oxpo l l od . \/ithin t ho Froodo~ Schools , os_ 
pecially by c ompl.ll'L"C tho Frcodo!:l Ser.cola with t ho r ogul <'.r flchools , 
thoy boSt'.n to oo oono n;rticul,.to about whr:.t Wr.e l'fI'onG", rJ~d t~ vny 
thl!1.!! 5 should be 1netoed ; why don ' t t hey d o t his t.t our echoo~ 7 
WIlS t ho first. quest I on cskod. , ~1d thon thor o b()~r.n to be a..").s lf!trs , 
which l ed t o further quoat. l on3 , such as .... hy do:l. 't our tocchor e 
rcc: latol' t o voto , if thoy pre sumo t o t ouch us c.bout. cl tl zenshJ.p ? 
ll...'l.d ~Ihy Clo.."). ' t our prl:1cipc.l mnke his own deoisions Inste.ad o~ 
h.D.vlnt! t o fol l ow t.ho c r dol"s of t ho ... hlta 5uporlntondc:1t ? N'loi 
why do we Mve no IItude;tt i3overT..I:lont , or why doelln ' t tho at\.ll l..!lill
tra tlon trJro tho ox is t i n£> studon t e;overnmont sori ous ly? 

This Willi t he Iilc.i n quellt i on , whi ch Co:JllO c l so out of why thore 
1;'.]'0 no nrt cl usllos , no l c.."l8Ull!o clrulllos , why thoro 1 s no oQ,u i pment 
in tho (lc i er-ce l cbs , why the l i brru-y is inll.doQ;u!'l.to o.."!d 1nt.ccoBsiblo , 
why t he cl(l.s808 a rc ovorcrowdod . Tho mui n quo 11 1. ion wall v.u ABE 
WE NOt 'tAKEN SERIOUSLY? which ill of courso t ho qUGBtion th1\ t the 
tt.dultll woro c, lIki ng about t ho city c . .'1d COl.l.'1t y o..'1d <lte t c , ropd t l:J:J 
qu08t1= t ho .Fl"oodoIil Democra t i c Party c.akod--::.nd for wh1~1l tho 
P<.l'ty dO r.1a.'1dod r.n e.nawor __ c.t tim Conveat10n . 

"rho IItudonts wero t r.kon seriously .1n t~e E:rcedo!!l ' chool s . 
'lboy wero oncburuged to t c. lk , r.l:d thoir t r,lltillG w ... s listonod t o . 
'rho, wor o l\ssif!J.ed t o write , r..nd thoir writi."1€: WEl.1I r c"d lfith 
at t ention to ido e. [,~"l.d IItylo cs wel l as to 5rc.llllll.t.r . '!hor woro 
encour r{';ed to Si l!S , to (k ... "l~e , to drew , to pl r.y , to l:.ugh . Thoy 
wore onCOUr rJ.6ed to think . And r.J. l of th1s We.B p['.in!'ul liS well 
na rclcl;'olline: OOC,"U3C t o 00 t akon IIc r iousl y rO l:l.u ircs tho.t one tnke 
h inno lf soriously , bol i cvo i n himnolf , c~d t~t r equires confron_ 
t ation. A.'ld 110 FNCdotl School )1<1.9 pcinful for tho kid, who 8J'O" 
tho nost . 

TC.l>e: ib1y , wl~t "';:.11 so t 1:1 motion out of t ll i a ox~rl"nco of 
.loy !'.nr::! 111'.in W(l3 tho t hin[ t ho Mianicllippl eta ff had hopod could 
h",.ppen i n Mi sc i ss i ppi , but could not toti;!l ly f oro . I n t he spr ing 
bo f ora t he nUInmor , SNCC i n ~!1sai ssippi bid tried to o I"i'ie.niza 1:' 
Missi ssi ppi Stur::!o:t t Union , brinel :1\! tCi!o t her k1ds frdll a llover 
too 8t ", t O. kld thoro WIl S e;ood ro sponse , but not on t~.o II lla le the 
MSU '([l.S soon to c.ch i e ve out of the Froodorn School s . Thi s summer 
t he k i ds ooe:Cl1. to t a lk boycott of t.hc IIchools , but t!l be nblc to 
r::!1sc 1pl1no t heir th1n ldne; about toycott 110 t hat tho!.r <l.ct ion would 
no t Jus t be e.c t i :'..i) out t hoir f :-ustr u tiono but cr.ro f ul , cenlliderod , 
prOl!rc~od . rovolutionnry !!lOcnL~5fUl ~ct.ion e l o!'!5 t~o linDa of the 
Montgomery bus boyc~t t ~d J£r1cc.n rovolutionary cotion . !ho 
kir::!11 WEI r e .rlblc ~o .;ono t ogo t hor in tho a;iddl o of t~c stml!;ler , in 
Meridicn., end O..cw \.IJ' r. sorles of ro Bol utionll which anid with 
torr1bl o cl,"r'~Y .... oot t hey f a lt about their worl d : whet n houBe 
shOUld be , "U'.t I:: SChool should 00 whr.t e job should be , wtw.t 
r1. c ity sbr~ld bo·· _oven whr'.t tho fedo r a 1 Govornment a t'.ould bo o And 
thoy ....,... Ol (!b1a t o v.ak why it we.1I t h..n t the peoplo d i d not huvo c. 
voica c.nd to !'.Illlort t ha. t t ho ir VOi COB would be hoe.rd . Tho 
s .. r:\~UB.."eeD of their aonC(l rtl for r. voice i 8 roflootod 1n tho finn1 
5tr'cmo:'lt ot t ho 11 3.t of sric y.'mO'''1 d r .'tW!'] Up bJ' tho :McComb Froodor.! 
Silool : 
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. () o.ro 1 2 P1ke CO\t.1ty h 1eh Bohool ~ t\ldol".te . 

Until WQ o.ro ~.BBurcd our pll.rc~t fl will n o t Buffe r 
~prl oul () . ~~tl 1 wo t~c BUrG t h i s l1et of ~rlc_ 
Vc.:.~COB 1 s !.'le t. wi t h serl o1.:o cou s ldor ll. tio:l end good 
wl11 , we wl11 ro~~1n ~on~ouB . 

Tho HcCoob studer.ts nro Bondi n{! t hi s 11st of erl 0VC.llCBS t o t ho 
Bchool offlo i a lo , t ho c ity o ff1c1c l e , t he f1onc tore O .. 11d tha l".o W'8_ 
peper :> !:'.Jul t ho Prooldont o f t he TJr. lt<ld 6ta t oe , Out i n to tho 
world ; l ook ('.t mo--l Ill:! no lo:ur;er en l nvls.ib l o mr.n . 

And be.ok Bsr.L'1 l n t o t hcmso lvos . ~'hoovor t ho Froodom Sc noaliS 
t ouched t hoy act iva t ed l nto c o~rontntlon t with t hcl.'lBo lvoa ~~ with 
t ho world =d b nck t-6!l. l n l On ono 10'101 . it wes t he wh1to tocchor 
s c yine t o t ho Nae:ro e l rl t hGt nc.ppy b.t.lr v a . " /:ood ha ir" 1s no t 
Co '1 .. 11d d i ot inction l thr.t. it 1s "" whi t e m=" B d i s t inct i on , end 
t hLt the ,<\leeds ld Afrlc :::.--1n Son&l!:. l , H.-.H , Gh"," fl - - b. Eth 1opla-
h c.d nnp}lY ohort h r.l r V O:~ .. .no t hor l oyal , 11. 11;;.a tl".c :lorthorn lragr o 
s t udont _t ec.cb:. r ;o o.y l ll(! to t he k ltl.s yonrni:::~ Northward th.r. t ho 
h1maclf hc.d EOno t o "'-"'I o.lmo s t compl o t o l y (or COtlPl etoly ) se gr o l5c. to d 
nchool , end thut hl!> hOlllo w<.. s in ... (!he tto . On met hor , 11. lIe.s. a 
scnlor , s u spondod from tho split - sc s s lo:l lI=or s c hool fo r pa r
tlc 1pat ln(! 1:1 t he movoment = d ·tn1l:1I1& F~edom School c.c ndom1c 
CdurC;3 S ( f ully pc.n .llel) 1r.stoc.d , !l[:y1ne: of Rober t FroBt"s "'lbo 
Ro!:.d Not 'I'nlton" t h c.t t ho m= t ook t hO r oc.d thnt noedod h 1m ):lore : 
"bccc1.lso it WI.'IS e r ::'lIl1Y/EI.."!.d Io'c.n t ed woc.r •••• ll.Ild thnt hiJ.B lIIndo n~l 
t ho r:11ffarencO'. " 0:'\. cno tl:.e r l ove l , i t we ll thc wh1te nnd Noer o 
Froodom School t eac ho r s a l t tl:c.1! with t ho w1.l1ts 1n t ho Qvcnln{'; 
Clt.SSC6 t <i.lking cbout wbnt k1tl.o wnnt = .<1 whnt k1d s dOilervo , il-'1.d 
hot.ri~ t ho nd ult !l oxpr ll 66 soell of t ho1r conoern f or thair k1ds 
i n thll f orm1r-S of! !:. p •. r ;);1 t a ' e,roup t o support t he k lds l . aot i on 
!:.gr.1ns t t ho 6chool e . On st111 e.no t l';.O r , 11. wa s t ho JU.:'l i o r hlEh 
school klda 1n the COIlll'lunity OO!!linf ove r in t he even1!l{5 t o s it. 
with t ho c.dul t u who lrore l oc l'7l1nES the1r c..1phl'.be t a . one k1d t o 
one !:.dul t , = d bo t h , tlnd t ho s t a f f s , c r y1ns with mlo f or t he 
beau t y nnd E tr",~ onoss and m:.tur l'.L"!.cE!I o f 1t . A~d on .. 11 l ovo 1 a , 
11. WlUI t ho wh1 tes , t ho northorno r a , l i a t eni::g t o t ho Mi ssi ee 1p j;l1 
NOBl'OOIl , r Oll.d1ne whet t hoy tlrot o , t r.l[L'18 thor.! se ri ou s ly , !:.."td 
le .-.:rnL~.e fr o!!l t hom. 

Via 1bl o N sul ts of t ho FroodOl:l S=or L"lcludo tho ki d!! ' 
d r l:.w1r-i!1l on t~ we.ll s of Froodo!!l Schools I.'.nd COFO o f ficcs nll 
ovor t he flt£.to , a l) '~o ll !:IS k l ds ' r.Pll l l ca tiona f or fl cho1crahip s 
(N •. tional Schol ;:.r s hi l,l Se rvi ce r_'ld rt. .. "l.d f or Noero Studon t s l t.nd 
ovon mor o ".pp1icnt i o::l1l f or tho To~cloo Wor k- Study pro{!),ctI , which 
oo= it s thorn t o s t l'.y1ng t o work 1n MillBi llB 1ppi . In ndd1 tio!! , t he re 
16 t ho r eal probeb 1.l1ty t hc. t the NOSN> te a chor s 1n tho r C{5 uh :.r 
schoo1 !1- - tho t.oncl".e r 6 who hr.ve t o o i EIJ c.n o l'.t h n ot t o pnrtic 1pc.to 
1n c i v '- l r l (,;ht !l c.ctivi t1e!l or t r y t o votc __ hnve , thi s first waok 
of school , 'bo 31.Jl1 t o oxpo rionco f or t ho fir at t imo 111 the1r l iv-d e 
t hll challonc:o f r on [l. s t udll:1.t t he t 1s not adol 09cont tO ll t ine; o r 
L'l. flol ont c.c tinE 01.l t but eor ioll.l dom~.ndln8 t hnt 1n t ruth thore i s 
fNad on r...~ t hc.t ho wl11 ho.vo t ho truth l 

)Ioat ll i gn1f lcar.tly , t he re sult of t he sur:omor l s Frocdoza 
School a 113 COO:1. L"!. t ho CO:1.t lnuc.tlon of tho Freodom. Scho&! i n t o t he 
f o. l1 , win tor, oprill$ . Ilummsr p1~"la of the K1 1)s i ss1pp1 ProJoct . 
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dire ctors -6_ 
SOllla pr oje c t / " who hJ:'.d boo:"! i n ~jl ce 161.l 1ppl e i n ca 1961 doine; t he 
810w comot1l:loo dopre ssing nlwi'l.YIl d c..'Sorous serious t i ring York 
of voter r oei etrntlon , f lrc t t houeht of t ho F:rcodoo Sohool e ae n 
frill , dotr1nent o.l t o t ho basi c e f f or t . At beet , t hoy \fOr o a
f r ont f or the rO Ol l activity •. But FrOOdOr.1 School o were no t .l us t , 
ns t im !l~.mo pro jo ct dlroc tor o Cil.lllO t o cO;lcedo , a p l :lcQ whe ro 
ki d s cou1e bo inductcd int o t ho ~:ovoDont . ... conven i ont source 
of c anV(l,!'I60 r 6 . Thoy tio r o s ome t h i ng 011l0 , and 1.,.., r oali zi ng t hi s 
t ho dubious pr oJoct di r ect ors waro t holllGolvoll' t rnnef ormod by 
t ho Froedom School s . "a:hoy wor e , m:'l t o('.d of o.npt h l ng suporflcl nl , 
ll.!ld wi ll 60 0:1 t o 00 , tho oxp<l r l onco - - ::1.o t t ho p l nco __ in which 
pooplo , OO C1<1.JSO wq noeded t holil , omor god f.e dll;; cuss l on loader s , 
cs teochOr s , c,e o. Sl'.:101zc r s , !:>S apo::.ko r s , 0. 13 fi-l e nOs , 0.13 peopl e , 
I k!lOlf trn-.t th1s 1 1l co oocuuso 1n l oo.v1."""Ig t ho Freedom Sehool 
1n L"IOl unol e , tho count y so .... t o f Sll:1. flolfOr Count y Who r o t ho Move _ 
mont h od boen rools tdd,· f or t hroo yo ur s , c.nd wher o , whon "WO CC!!lO 
l n , t ho peopl e Ol d not 1u:ow how t o croas em over Ol:l'l1l t o !l i ll8 "Vo 
Shell OVor col!lO . " 1. lO1U'T'-cd f o r tho f l r s t tino 1n my 11fo t hnt 
with 1r1do you l ovo t o d l s co:1."'lo ct 1 s t o suf f o r . So t he tel'.cho r s 
woro tr~"I6torrnod , too . 

Tho tr.:;;~ato!'l!1l'. t lo~ of Mi ssl ssi ppi i s possl bl o OO Cll.UllO t hs 
trc.ns f ornr.t 1on of poopl e MU "bogun . A..'1d l f 1t can h tlpp,m i n )11 5 -
alssi ppi , 1t co,,1 h,.ppon &.11 ovo r t ho South . Tho o r l 131n o.l hopo 
of t ho F roodo::l School p l cn wO-s t h.::t t he ro would be abou t 1000 
Dt udont s 1n t ho I)t .:;;to coI'l1;16 to t ho 1nform;:.1 01Beum~lon groups end 
o t hor SC8510:1a , I t turnM out t hat by t ho cn d of t ho 6=01' tho 
nunber W1J. O e looor t o 3000 , nnd t hn t t ho or1e 1:ml £\£0 a XpGct ution 
ot 16 _17 _18 YCl'.r 010.5 hnd t o be %'Ovieod to inc l ude pro- s chool 
childr on [.nO n il t.ho wr.y up to 70 yoor o l d po eplo , ell anxious to 
l onrn ab out how t o be Freo , 'l'r.c sub joets r r.ne;od f r oJ!! t ho or i _ 
.gino.lly nr. t le1p.1".t.od No e:ro Hi rJtory , Mi so1sa1ppi Now, r.nd blaek_whito 
r o l , .t ions t o i :)e l udo t ypl n g , f o r o l en l ::.r..guQ.£o o , =0. o t hor torms of 
tutor1~ . I n t net , t hoso ~. Spo Ct8 of t.he progr ~.I!l wor o eo BUCCOS!I_ 
t ul t hnt t ho cO!:.tlnur.t 10n o t t ho Frcodom Sohool s into t ho J'O E'ulo. r 
necdol!l i e 10£.1' ~Ii ll i nvo l vo n f ull- cec l o prcgr r.I!l ot t ut or i a l s end 
l ndopendent s t udy &1: we l l us oxploI'l'.t 1on l r:. gror.tor i n tensit.y of 
tho pr obl or.la r r.i !lod 1n t ho I)=or sossi ona , l'.:.-d lor~or r r.neo work 
with r.rt , mus1c , c.nd d r rJ:; a . 

'10 thlI'J t ot ; k i dn in Miooi s3i pp1 oxpreElal~ omot. i on 0:1. p r.po r 
w1th err.yon o end i n &bstrr.ct sh."\po s r e t he r t hrul. taking knivo !l t o 
e uch ether ; to th1n.k o f t he 1r writ i :!! c-"1d porforninc: pl ['.y~ ab ou t 
t ho Ne e r o o xporl o:,eo in A::lorio •. I'"!;>.t hor t hen. j \lot ditt. l ng i n do s _ 
pcir1!'./! lothv.r c;y wi t.h1n t hat oX!lori cneo j to U:. inl~· of thoir or 
I!r.n l z i nc; ('.no. runnl!"'-t. r.l l by t r,on oo lvo!l r. 1l1 rlSi!ls i ppi St udent Uni on , 
whoso progr tl'l 1 E no t. "-aneos. ('~ f und- r a i s i nG but dlroct a c t. i on to 
nl lovil'. to o.o r 1.ou!l gI' 1oVr~""l.C03 i t. o t h l n1( , avon , cf tho1r bf)1~ 
wl1l1n!! to COl:lC t o !lohocl o.fto r !Iohool , d t\y •• f tar d l'.J , when the lr 
whole e!l lloc i v. t i on w1th ochool hOO boon n t l or.s t lJ..""l.c omf ortnlli.1e c.nd 
dull r.n.d n t liOI'll t tI'l'.e: l e l'.l ly eripp1 ius --to thi nk of thoao t h i ngs 
i s te t hink t h " t 1'. t o t f'. l trnns1"oI'l:lc t i on of t ho Y0tmS pooplo in £\II 

underdoveloped c tru:'lt ry enI'. t nko pl !:'. co , l'nd to d::.ro t o d ra:rua t hat 
i t CroJ. h v.ppon 1:.11 over tho Bou t h . ThOI'(! oro pr ogrCl'tls now, ng "Wo.ll 
('.0 dro ['.rlI~ , r.:u.d lllr tori r.l s , r.:td r Ofml t e t o lo~.rn from . And. 1 t. m!>.y 
wel l be t.ru:.t t oo vor y 3t nffs of t tl:> F roodom Schools in w Ui al!l.11o. 
t~d Geor51~ , otc . , w111 be t ho k1ds "Who "Wo r o jus t t h1s pa st summor 
l) t. udont 3 1.n t.ho FMOdoll Scnool e i n ~1 1 s!l 1 3Ulpri , ;:"'ld , d.1 Il covor od 
t hotnool vo.s. t. ho r o . Li z ?uaco , Coordin,.tor , COFO F . S . 

, 
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28 Hard, Sandra: Reflections of a White Volunteer, September 8, 1964 

.01 MLlM' SpD!I!El I, IUf STAT_IT 0' 

t ., ..... tH •• ea' 'n' ........... ,. Oaf ..... 011'0 ... 1Ionl". 

", ,.,., • ., of .rt •• e.-d ... 1\ _as ...... _ tbt till. t.ftH ..... ... 

• , •• ta,. nt. II ••••• .., ."ot1q .tf.ct ... n .f tIIo ... 1ut"" -- tt 
.,.qllt .... u .... to fMa ... t.pt .t ...... AI .... ,.. ,,,,,.rt,,, to 

1 ..... at til ••••• f I .ap ....... t of t ... t"ftI. ,t ........ e.. .... .. 
.. ,. 10'" I .... finoe'" ... tl7. I ,.UCI .t.u. 

AM .., "' ..... l' t. tH .,". 1_,. .... .Ieet we ... at_ .t cl ...... 

tile n •• tt" .tnch .. of .,,", ... 'rao"UCO, 0 .... nct • .,. of -.to,,, 
.to to tIII,..I,' • .t,." the til ....... tIM wotep .... ht ... " .. "." .. . 

.. ,Ite • .., of .cOllflt.llt •• ~ .. I. tllpo .. ' edaCltt ••••• IC"oatC ... ~ 

..... " .... ,"'1. IS bet" ee$" ... fe_,.l ,"1M" "0fI'-' 
st ... we ..... III" M •• 1. to ttt ..... n., ... tM c. nj-. ~ .. 

,... ... -rtM lit ..... 'fnt_ .",,1 ,..,1, ta .. ,..... "_1 ....... 

at 'tto ... ., ........ ItU tn ........... d n ... , .... til. etta .. ,,,,'.e • 
t. til •• t.... 'tilt "," IIIjKt .f tilt , .... _ .GII .. 1 ... aot for .. to 

... tII ....... ,.." - _ .. ,.. !l1 ..... to 1...... .. III .... .,. ,.,....-t 
"tcllH'''' ., .. tao ...... tt. 1M SU" Itt .. ,tod Ie ,he .su ... ,. .... . 

'''' .. Iett .. , ....... " ' .. 'e ...... s ... AI •• ,U ........ u ........ ,t1r7 
••• atso a,.,h' to '.po" til ........ to ... subjects. til vII'dl th; 

..... h ...... '". I .el"lt ...... ,...., of y .... r It rl .......... "' $ua 

' •• ct .. ~ frt" • 1HnI. If .... " ,ttl. (ud • few f.n..,., .. tile .... 

,In .o. rele-,IQ1I,. So. .. til. " .. 11 ....... lIt ..... ,,. •• " ....... ..!J 
id •• ct., bit _It .... •• H .. "41 It t. '0001. At tt"st, I .......... __ 

....... .-ell ,. •• , ,.." ....... .., h rol'-"17"" .vt tta •• t ~. 

tltd U.,. wen ..... 1' rHtIactt" l"Uti ... _tell "'" _a' 10M " .. II •• 
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VII: Voter Registration 
 

 

 
 

 
Organizers wanted as many black Mississippians as possible to try to join the voter rolls. When 
black residents tried to register, they faced intimidation and harassment. For example, their 
names were printed in the local newspaper for two weeks to facilitate reprisals by their 
employers, landlords, police, and the Ku Klux Klan. Freedom Summer leaders hoped that by 
revealing the contradiction between American ideals of democracy and the actual reality in the 
South, the federal government would be prompted to act. Public outrage helped swell support 
for the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which prohibited arbitrary voting restrictions and empowered 
the federal government to intervene at the local level. 

 
29 Dear Summer Project Worker, May 5, 1964 
(1 page) Acceptance letter for voter registration workers 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9468 

 
30 Statistics of Negro and White Voter Registration 
(3 pages) Tables for each of the five Mississippi Congressional districts showing how many white and 
blacks of voting age resided in each county, and how many were registered to vote 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9434 

 
31 Mississippi Subversion of the Right to Vote 
(18 pages) Illustrated pamphlet containing statements by segregationist politicians and detailing 
systematic violence against black residents who tried to register 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/10633 
 

32 Techniques for Fieldwork: Voter Registration 
(2 pages) Manual for organizers and project staff 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9869 

 

 

Page 187 of 353

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9468
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9434
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/10633
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9869


29 Dear Summer Project Worker, May 5, 1964 

  

Daal" Sumlllel" Pl"Oj9ct \{ol"kel" , 

COUNCI L OF FEDERATED OBGANIZATIO!IS 
1017 Lynch S t reet 
Jnckson , M.ississippi 

May 5 , 1964 

We are hap,y to tell you that yuu've been as s igned t o wUl"k 1n 
'{oter l"egistrat1on with t he Missi s sippi SUmlllBl" Project. ASBienment; 
to specific areas of the s t ate will be made later and we ' ll 
notify you o f your (')ssignemt'llt as soon as possible . 

Enclosed i n t his rna1l1n l~ you will find sever al pieces o f 
literature desip;ed t o help you under s t and what you'l l be doing in 
Mississip;Ji : 

1 . COPO pol itioal proe; r!lr.l (call ed " iTeed om C~ ndidates·) 
2 . Lis t o f ma t erials to bring with you 
) .. Me~o t o acoepted appl icants 
Ii Con'{ention challenge memo ( called "Mississippi ..reedolIl 

Demooratic Party') 

Y"ur political wo r k for t he suml'ler lcan bet;in with t hIs l ast H em . 
Plense rend i t care ful l y and t hea discuss i t with anyone you know 
who is cloae toethe Democr atic Part y . See If you can sol i cit th~lr 
support for eettine YOUI' s t a t e ' s delegation t o suppor t thechallenge 
a t t he Democratic National Conven ti on . Send any con t acts you make 
t o Casey Hayden at the corn office . \"e mus t have ];o r t hern suppor t 
for the ohalleneo a.nd your cOlltac.t a may bake tllo.! crucial dlffel'Bnc~ . 

In order tha t all partiCipants in tho summer project may have a 
COr:lrt10n basiS of knowledee, we a r e Bskin/!: each lIorker to ret>.d the 
followin~ books . They Bre ranked in or~llr of Import.:l:nce. Please 
read a t least t he first Ilhree befur e cOallne; Sou t h : 

L 
2 . 
J . 
4 . 
5. 

We wil l be no t lfyinE you within t he nBl t few weeks o f t he date 
and place of your orientation s ession . 

It will be e;oQd to have you with us. please let us knuw if you 
have qU[lstions or problems . 

Missis;Sl ppl Summer Project S taff 
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30 Statistics of Negro and White Voter Registration 

 

STATISTICS OF NEGRO AND WHITE 

VOTER REGISTRATION IN THE 

FIVE CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 

OF MISSISSIPPI 

FROM: "Restrictions on Negro Voting In Mississippi Hil>tory." 
In Uni ted States v . MissIssippi . No. 73, October Term, 1964, 
Supreme Cour! of the United StateS, dD<:ument on ll1e with the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court. and !rom sources as otherwise 
indicated. 

MISSISSIPPI FREEOOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

• 0 00' "I' ...a"", __ ..... 
'~ __ ,". - "M'_""'" .. ,," ,,, .. ~ ... 

.. ... _""'.~ c. _ 
~--, "' ... " -,," 
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31 Mississippi Subversion of the Right to Vote 

 

MISSISSIPPI 
* OF* 
THE RIGHT TO VOTE 
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" All political power Is ,,*81l!d hl , and drrlved from , the 
people ; all go ve rnment of rlr,ht odglns te s with the pe"pl." 
I. loun.s..d upon tbelr will only, and I. lIl.tltuted oolely lor 
the good 01 the whole," 

Artlele 3, Bill of RIgh" , Sec,lon 5 
MI .. lulpp! Con5C1tutlon , Adopted IS90 

" Feder.1 DIStricl Judge Harold Cox I. expected 10 rule 
'" on a Justice Deputtnent suitto speed up tile processing 
of Negr<l VOter awllcut. at Canton (MIUlsslwlJ ' " At 
Y"St~rdaY' 8 be.rlnll JUdge Cox, the first Judge appointed 
by P ,ulelent Ke!Uledy Wleler the 1961 expansion of the Federal 
JUdiciary, repeuedly refer ..... ,,, Negro applk .... '. u • 
'bllllCh of n~ger.' ," 

Ne w York Time. , Mareh 9,1964 

" I as .... " th.u the Negro race Is an inferior raee, The 
doctrine of whlll! lupremacy II one whlc b, If a<fuo,red ''' . ... !II 
oave America," 

United States Senator james 0 , Eastland 
(fr om RLlievlllc , Ml ulnlwl) 
June 29, 1945 In the United Stau.. Sen.", 
durlllg debate. OIl p,op<> ... d FEPC Jaw. Text 
hl the Gong..., .. !onal Record. 
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n\1e've got a larger than usual police force" 
~iayor Allen Thompson of Jackson expla ins . "rtls 
twice as big as any city our she . " The forc e 
wao built up to control votor rcgictrotion and 
other civil rights worllers . "11e 're going to be 
ready for them, " he explains. "They won't have 
a chance ." 
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F or <be f\rs t time In Unlled StJI"" hlltory N<"gf"oe. a~e organlzlng 
Icrou In efllire stJIte to overthrow whlte supremacy. In MI .. IOIlppl 
nUlonal I nd loc II civil rtghts. chic and church o~anl,""UOIIs. throoJIII 
~ Courw::1l of F~ut<:d organization • • ~e puUlng t~r lor the 

• right t<I dem . nd cbange. In ~ Mlulnlppl wly of L lr ... 
A ' ~ same time tbere.re wbUe . througltou,!be stJIte orr;uizll\g to 

crush the movement for cbanK", The dominant white ""premlcy g~O\Ip 
II known IS the WhIte Citizens ' CoWlCIIs. orpDi.zed by Mlsslulppl·. 
"leadlni" cl'~ns In 1954 t<I comb., Negro YO<1II,K rl"'u and ruI..: 
tile Supreme Court o.::hool declslo" thai same year. The CIUU!nl' 
CO\IIICU. now m.lm.iII I finn s tJ"l nt,lehold 011 the governorship, the 
ItJI'" leglsll ture Ind !he feder.lor>d "'.'" courtl. The,. contl'ol local and 
.tJlte educailon tbrouglto'" mo5t of the wore . anddomlru>te the economic 
bille and activity In the .ute. 

Ten yens I go MI .. lulppl Sen.,or jlme .. Eutland Cl Ued lor .tJI _ 
org.anl~ defia nce of on,. f<!'deral effor t. to .. n..,...., elI",,1 rtghlJl for N,.... 
(!roe •• (The lpepch. titled " We '"" Reached Era of J udicial l'yr.nn,. . .. 
was deU""u d n the Ilrst ata"' ..... lde c"", ..... ntlon of the AI"""latlon of 
C lrl2.ens' COWIC US of Mlnlulppl . beld III jackson on Dec . I, 1955). 

"As I view tile mltter:' Eistland &lId. "I' II f""d.mental !:hlt Hcb 
Southern Su,", mUlt ldopt I Sta'" pOlle,. or State pro&r" m to retl lll 
... "...,gatlon , and !:hat all the pOwer lod u.ourcel of the Stol'" be dedicat
ed to that end." 

El otland, • cott .. "~rlch planuotlOfl OWf>f:r who COIltl'OI$ the Senltc 
Judld.ry Committee. .ttacked "grodUlalm" IS OIIe of the &ru, 
dangers to the Mlu!n lpp! Wly 01 L Ue. 

"Tboo ",""oeD' cv",UU,"' In "h1~~ ....., SV"'~I fbl~' I,,,,,U I. "'Q'.~ .... n~ 
gerous than ReconstrUCtion. It I~ more 1ll . ldlou. than Reco .. ..-uetlon. 
II Ig more dlogerous w. th. t the pu .... nl Co,," decldon. 8re buUt 
on groduollsm. To Illdueeulto~veeor 10 foree UI to comply step by 

s 

• 
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step. In Rec<NIstrucdon there was the ar;tf!mp< tD fnrce the hideoul 
mOlUlter upon III aU at once. Qur . ncestors rallied 0 <><1 noppe<lll. 
Ito weaknesa then wlS that they u tem]Kedto enforce It.11 at once . II 
will t l b Spl!ebl prec. uUonl I" guard agalnll thegr~du.ol acceptance, 
""d the ernlion of Our rlght8 wough the deadly doctrine of gNlduaUsm. 
Tho're Is only one c"urse "pell 10 UI ond th'l 10 ltern rul.tonee. 
Tho're II no "ther ahe",ad~ •• • : . 
In the ouml..rd paCU! of IItulrure distributed by CIII .... ".· Council 

hea dQ.uarter. In GreenwO<)<l. MI_s •• several qUO[.O tlons Ire reprinted 
from. speech In 1907 byformerMI .. lulppI Go""rnor James K. V.roa 
m.lI. "Ith<>ugh iI,lven In 1907 , Var","m.,,' _ sp"ech pinpointS the SlOt'" S 
prelleflt posltl"" on Negro voting. 

" TI><! Negro .howd ne",," hove been trlllJle<i wl.th the ballot. He II 
differeol from the white man, He 10 congenitally WlquaUJled [0 

eun:l.e the moot reopo<lslble duty of c1dzenshlp. He b physically , 
menully, mo.-Uy , .... e lo Uy and eternally tbe willIe 1010' $ inferior. 

There II oothinS In the hlnory of bl. r'C., ooonWi In hll individual 
character , nothing In biB .cblevem""U "f the po.ot nor his proml,e 
for tbe future which entltle. him [0 stand ,Ide by . !de with the white 
m .. n _t the hallot-box • ••• 
"We mUB' repeol the Filteentb "nd modlly the F<>UrU!enlll "mend ment 
to the CcmSlitution of the United States. Tho'n we olton be . bl~ In <>IIr 
Ieg;siallOll 10 recognize the negro' sr.d.l pecwl. rttle. ~odm. ~e law5 
10 II, them. This ",ould le.~ the matter prect""ly u ",as In"'nded 
by the fathe r s of the Republic ." 
In 1955. Lom~r Smith. a Negro, "' .. killed of"'r =glng othe r Negroe. 

10 vOte In ~ gubernalorial election, He w •• sbot 10 dealll on the Brook
haven, Min •• eourtholl5e I .. ",. A grand jury refuoed to Indict the three. 
men who were charged willi the sLoylng. 

[n 1%1, Herben Lee. I Negm ac llve invoter ~glruatlon actlYltles in 
Li.berty, Miss .. ... s shot 10 dealll by • me mber of the MlssI"1pp1 
State Legislature. Rep. E.E . Hurst, ' Citizens ' Co.mcU member, was 
vindicated by tho! co .... "e,' , Jury, which rwed <hi' mW"der , "justifiable 
homl~lde:' 

In 1% 4, 8 wl Olen to <hi' Lee killing , Low. ,,!len , was 81>0, '0 dealll 
near hlB IIorne . AUen bad been lurat""" by local police ofllclab ,""verol 
tim .... !nce the Ue klll ing. L ocol . "llIor]I!'" <hI' re .ay they lto.e not 
come lip willi any clue. In the AUen kUling. 

In 1%2. Mrs. Fannie Lou Horner 01 Rw"vWe, Mlu .. w •• fired 
f.rom ber plantation Job, where tho! ha d worked for 18 yeau, the $I me 
day oM had gone to the eounty courlllouse 10 attempt 10 register. The 
plant.tlon owner had Informed ber that oM had to le.ve Il .he didn', 
withdraw ber application for regl,tratl<N1. 

Leonard Dn!. of Ru.levUle wu • sanitalion worter for llIe elty unlll 
1%2, when he W" , oldlly Rw"vtlleMoyorCharlu M. f)orro.,gh, "we've 

• 
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lolng 10 lei: you gc. Your wife', been at tendlnt; that ..,bool. " o<>rrougb 
wsf Nferrllls to !be S~, ""on~loled' Coordlnalillg CommIttee re
t;llnroUo.n lC~ool III RulavUle . 

Maryleoe Bllrl eo aDd Vivian HmelofRuleYlllew~re ,,,v,,rely wolmded 
when an Wlldentif!ed .. ",,!lane fired . rifle mrough the window of MIn 
HUlet', gnondporenu' horne. The gnndporentl hodbcenaCllve In voter 
reglstratlon work. 

In R"""I:I COWlty In 1963, the sheriff and two deputies u~aulted we" 
Nell""'" In <he counlu:>nse wbQ were applYIn3 '" "'KISler, driving tile 
three out before they colild !wlsh the form •• 

TIM! r..cording of ""prlsal. ag>tIlJ.I Nellr"", who an","p' I" exerdH 
tbelJ" Consdtutlonal rights Is tbe subject of anotber SNCC pomphle<. 
"Cilronology of Vlo~e U>d Intimldatlon In Mluisslppl Since 19b1." 
In till. pamphlet we ... Ul cut ou' and l<>eus upod one chlnlt In the vaat 
race-walls which ' .... rd the Mlnl"slppl Way of Life: the web of VOter 
rq:lltr.tlon reqw..ement l whlch en."auo ony Mlulutppl Negro who 
would attempl I., v<>te. 

Tile Wh.lte Citizens' Counc UI control mo", !mportant BUluinltllutlMs. 
Wlth<>ut (be right 10 vo",Negrou In M ! .. I.~!pp! have nO in.tltutlon.ollzed 
mean. of choUenglng the opprulJlon by whIte aupnm1clsts, 

I 1 .hould M empb.lll%ed that the lesai art1lJery of the SUIte Js by 
no means I.s mainline torot I glln.t "uppJ.y" NeZI'M. U"ylnll to vote, 
The kUling., beatings, &bOOtlngl , )alllng. , and nwnerouo fo,.m I of <'(:""0-

mle repreuj<)<l are ImpClIunt element. In !he C'<Ery-d.oy "",Inti:" 
mean. of deterring Negroel from making II to the courthouIIe, The 
VOting lu,. sre the "public" fac:e. 

, 
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Hatt i esburg police prevent Student llonv lo1ent 
Coordinating Co~ittee executive S8cretnry ,J ames 
FQmQn , f rom br inging Ilagroee to t he courthouse 
to attempt to register to vote . 
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A Republk:, or repubUun fonn of 'O"'~l, II ooe In whlch tbe 
o;:idzen. _ e In order ro ele<;l Npr .. """~U .... to make end .. ~uc.. 
decl.10fl. about bow to nan the 'o ..... rnm,."'. The United SUtes Con
.thud"" (Ankle; 4, SectloP 4) p;\IO ntnlee8 10 every IJUlto!! • republlean 
fo"" of ", ... rnment. Be<;:auae the right to vote i. vI.!allO • ...,publlc. n 
form of gowmme/lt. !he eonsdnltioo gu .... ..,!I'U the rlgl,. 10 VOte In 
Artleie ODe (SecllOJl 2 and 4). and In die 14th. 15th and 1!h:b . ... endmentl. 
BUI ,!nee 1890 the State of MIII'nlppl bo..m ..... u""red 10 'de"y NelP"'N" 
the r lih! to vote. 

BelGA 1890 !he COn8t1tut1 .... OJId 1&,... of Mlnlull'!' I provided mal 
.11 m.le cltluns could r"&llter fO vou! who were 21 year. of Ige and 
0 "...., _bad lived in the ltate.bI mQrltb. and to the eokl/lry ..... mooch. 
Tile ~"'" wen! tho ... who wen ina",,, or who bad eomml~ 
crim,.. which dJoqUll lfled them. 

In 1890 !ben wer .. ml.lly more Neva e1tlunl than white cU1%ef11 
wlto Were ellglble 10 become q .... IUled electoos In Mlaslulppl. n.ere
fore, 111 thaI )'Nr I Mlnlulppl COUtlrulional Conventlon lOll held b:I 

• 
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adopt a new State COtt.tlwtlon . Seetlon 2~~ of the new ConsU"won 
req.,lred a new registration 01 voter. starting JaoLl&ry I, 1892. This 
aec:Uon aiM ulabllshe<l a new requirement for qualIfication .. a re
gister vo"'r: a person had 10 beallieto read any ""ello" of the Miss!' .... 
Ippl Con.tiNtlna, or UIldersund any """tloo when readw him, 01" glve a 
r "allOttable lruerpretatloo of aoy .eelIOtt. 

Uoder the ne .... re&-!lItnUon the balance of vollng power .hlfted, By 
1899 apprtlX!mately 122,000 (82 p"-I'<'en.) of the white males 01 voting 
age were registered, But only 18,000 (9 pereem) of the Negro male. 
qualified. Since 1899 a aubstantlol majority ofwhltu of votlng a ge h. "" 
become regl.tered vote.... But the percentage of Negro r"l!"'tered 
volera dee.l1Ded. 

Be""""" 1899 aad 1952 _raJ "public" methods were used to k""Jl 
Negroes off the voter lIsu or out of the political proceu Wellsure 
",hlle supremacy. Many Negro.ea simply were not "Unwed to regl"", •• 
LI<er.le Negr"". were required 10 Interpret section. of the Con
lItlNtiorl to the .tlsfaed"" of a wMte reglsn-ar. AU NegroeS were 
eX(:Iude<! from tile Democratic prlIllary e lections. Vlclory In the De
mocratic pr1mary In Mla~lulppi during th15 period "' .... m vic:.ory In 
the ~EtIerf,I election. 

In Jube, 1951 , • U.s , FIfth CirculI Court of Appeals ru1ed that a 
person could regl.ter to vote If he could read OR If unable 10 read, 
he could under.tlIod or Interprel • provl,!oo of ~Seate C(lll5lllutiOU, 
A m""b h1gber per,,,,,,eage of vollng-age Negroeo were literate III 1951 
tIwt In 1690. 

Tbe Mlululppl LegWo,ou, aU whue, felt the CDllr!" decloion 
would enable many ",ore Negroe. 10 regl_r 10 YO"', Therefore, 
In 1952 !he S ... '" Leglmrure p .. led a joint resolutlOll prope.lng an 
amendment 10 Seell"" 2 ~4 of !he 1890 MI .. h •• lppl CO<IstlIUtlcn, T1te 
proposed amendment would require a regl.rratlcn 8ppl\COJlI TO to. 
Rbi", . 0 read and inle'l'!'el Rn~ sec . l .... of the sea", Coo.lltution, The 
proposed amendment " u placed OJ! tbe gene~a1 eiec:tI<m ballot, but faU
ure 10 vote on the proposed amendmenl wll COUll<e<! U a negative vote 
and the amendment .. as not adopted. 

On ~prU 21, 19s-t, tbe Stale Legjalarure '!l. 1n passed" resoluLlcn 10 
ameod Secllon 244. Tb!9 time ho .... ever. several new qualIflcotionG 
were Incillded In the proposaL 

FIr.t, that a per""" mun be able to read and wd te any """dOlI of the 
MI .. I .. ippl Conolltutlcn; <Uld ,Ive a rUlO<UIble lnoo'l'relatlon of the 
COnstltlJtlDn to the eoUllty reglsltnr. 

Second, a perlOJl mual be able W dem on.lra ... 10 the couoty reglstrar 
a reasonable ..."u,rstandlng of the dutl ... o.nd obligations of cttlzenohlp 
UIlder a eODolituLlonal form ~ governmen t. 

Third. tha t a per""n make a ..... omwrl.uen.ppllcation for registration 
on a form which wollld """ prelOCl'lbed by !be SII ... 8oar-d of E1ecllon 

" 
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Cornm/s31"" ..... 
Fourth, tho! all pt-~ .... n8 wbo ... "", ."gb .... ed before J ULlIIry I. 1954, 

we ... expressly e""rnp~ from !he new req.n..emenu. 
in October . 195~. Roben 8. Pane,,,,,,,. cxec:ullve secretary 0/ tI>e 

MI .. l •• lppl Clt!~en$' CouncilS, w .. reported to ha ...... Idat a Cltlun.' 
C"""" U meeting, "The amendment Is Intended 5<>1 .. 1y to 110111 Negro 
registration," .~cord1ng [0 University ofMlullslpp1 profe ..... Ruuell 
H. aarreu .. 

The burden 0/ !.he ""Vi requirements ILad to tall on Neg.roe. because 
• $ubstantl.l moJorlty of whites were already ...,glstere<l and therelnre 
exempted tram the am endment. 11.1001 NCU"'" wcllid stU! have 10 apply 
lor regl.tratlon .nd therefore h.ve to hllf!ll !he ne .... requ1rem~"'. 

In 19S4 It Ie .. , 4SC.OOO (63 pen::ent) 01 the Y<>t1IIl>-l ge .... ltIre_ .... ere 
regblcred. Approximately 22,000 (five perCeIlt) of <he voting - age 
Negr""a were registered. With 95 percem of the 472,000 eUglhle 
Yoters white. the propo~d amendment to Se<:U<ln 244 wu adopted 011 
No""mber 2, 1954. Thu. , adoption of the Imendrn.." ensured that at 
len, 95 percent of the electonte woldd be white, 

""'Ithough this !lame amendmenl fa Ued to pan In 1952," the .... -
10.:1.,1"" of Cltlr.ens' Councils of Mlnlulppl reponed, "II paued by 
a lromendou.. majority when the pe<>ple 01 Missluippl, throu.gh the 
CItizens' COWICU. , Were Wormed of the necuslty and re"~n for the 
pa .... ge of this am.ndment," 

Tt.. "" ... requirement. wer. '0 be .. Imlnistered by the COWlty re
gISlr,n. {lUI, aJnce 01 leO" 1892 oJl voter registrars In Mlosl05!PP1 
have been willie , (Indeed . II showd "" noted tha, .!nee 1892 all IICIte 
officials ha w been will",,) 

In JanU"ry, 1955, an extraordinary seSSion of the Mississippi Le
Illslature was called In order that the adopted amendment to Sectlo.~ 
244 coldd be Inse .. ted In the COIlltltu,lon of 1890. At dlla ""sslon th~ 
SUIte Legl~=e al"" 1""$<01. leglslallon wbleb Implemented the amend
ment, T1Ie !eglsla.tlon reqldred the Interpret.dOll tell; the dulles and 
obligations telt; exempted p.",OI,. re"ltered prior 10 January I, 195-'; 
and directed the State Board of Election Commlldonerl to prepare 
a .worn wrlnen opp!lcatlOil form which the county reglouo" would be 
required to uu In examining the q ... Uflcatlo,,. 01 e8ch applicant. 
In atldllloh. <be appl!eallon form. were 10 be kep' as permanent public 
r<'ConS.. 

The amudmen, and Its Implemenllng l"&lsI.lIon gave Wlilmlted 
dh'aetion to the COWlty registrar. In t\e'''rn1lnlng wbether a yOUlr 

rcgl . .... U.,., owUc*,,' wa. quatlf1<d.. Nehher the eon"u",UOJ>al OGr the 
5tannory provl.lon5 sel ""y .tan ... rd. by which ~egJnrau should ad
mllll5ter !he teoto. 

Thus, N~groe. III Mississippi mU", foee • "hUe re&Jstrar who hu 
no legal guldelln~8 for derennlnlni the maMer In which these . esu 

" 
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I re 10 be IdminlStered; the length and complexity of !:be HCt10uS of the 
C<NImrutlon 10 be I"ftd, wr:\tten and interpreled by !:be IPPU(;&nUI; 
the _odlrd tOf • ..., ....... bu, Interpretatlon of any aeclloa of the MI ... 
1.,11'1'1 Con.llnnl",,; the nand.n:! tor I reo.oonoble IOIderllflnd1njj; of <be 
duttc. and oh1l",tlol\.O of cltlzenahip; nor . IUndird of performonce by 
the .pplkMlln com pleting the .ppl~t1on form , 

The ,..,,11IO"8r bu 2115 ae<:llons of the 1890 COtimMlon from wblclt"' 
ehoo ... , lOme of wb1cb I ,.., .. complkated .. the questtOD of !he leu ... 
deall'" wfth land purcha .... from the Chocta ... indl.aJl ... 

A 1963 Omnlbu. Suit et..llen&lnl Mlul .. lppl's voting law., tiled 
III Federal COIU"I by the Jultice Departmenl, ml inta.In., '''J'l>eNt 1.0 no 
n llonal or re .. ""lble bub for r-equlrlIlS, as • prerequisite "' voting, 
thaI a proopeetlve eiecmr, <Cberwl ... qualified, beabluo Interpret cer
tain of the secllon. of the MI8SIu lppi Con.tltudoo." 

Tbe sl1ll further AUte" 
", , , Reglsrran • , • t.. .... used, are ""inK, and wUl cOlltlnLJe 10 UIO' 
the inte'llretallon telJl and the d~tlu and obllgadon. test"' doolll'l .... 
otberwl... q ... IlfJed Neuo c!tmm. "f the r1gb1 "' regL!lter 10 vote 
without dbllDedon of uce or color, T he exlote""" of the interpreta
tion te~, I nd the dUlle, a Dd Obligations Int OS voter q ... IUIc. · 
tlOIlS in MissiSSippi, their enforeemenl, and the threal of their en
fon:emenl have de!ened, I n deterrlIlS and will cOnlinued "' deter 
<M:be....n.... quoiUJed Negroes In Mloslulppl from I pplylIlS for...,.. 
&lFallon to vote. " 
BUI the suU don 001 IJIOp al the vOlinS qWllUlcotlon. memsel .... . in 

IWlckln, the eUoru 10 keep Near .... from vol1nt- The !lUll argue. 
thaI .lDee Nevoe' ha .... bee!! _led an equal public education, !he 
onate don not blft the rlghl", rum Innmd and demlnd inte'l'''''WtIon 
and Wldenuod1oi teat. wlUeb re:fiecl the qUIIllty of public educ . llon. 

"In I 'UlU! ... ure publle edllCal10nlacUltieure ancl have been r acl"'· 
\y oep-egated and when tho ... provided tor Negr ... . are ODd ba .... 
been inferior 10 tho ... provided for ... bite 10 InterpreUttiOll 
or undersUlndloi te,1 .. a to votl.ni. wbleb beArs a 
cIIl'ect e<b:.don afforded ~ 
I PJllklnl , ... 

" 
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!lce-oro cithens attempt to C:;'~t,~1:lli~i1;1~;:l~~j,~~ll:~;;:;~~r~~~~::,:i~IT helmeted policeman llnd l ocal as 
e nter t he courthou!Je . The to 
thern t and per haps to for ce because the y 
triea to vote . 
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elude, mosc voUn&'''' Nevoea. 
Ole Mbs profeuot Ru,$dl Barretl .toted In 19M th o, during tile 

e.mpa,," OD tho! moral ch .... cler . mendmeot In 1%0 tho! J'c~$01l, 
Mi n .. Stole-lpnn edilOrlallu!d, ''Thl. proposed .meDdment I. no' 
. Imed al keeping willie people from voting, DO maner how morally 
corrupt they may be . I. Is an ill-dlagulsed attempl 10 keep qualified 
Negr.... from voting; and u .uch, It .bould nol no"" th .. SllppOrt of 
!:boo peopl. of Mluia.lppl.'· 

[)wing the 1960 leghbtlve Hulon another btl! was pa,oed, am~na
In, the MlJIIlsalppl Codoo (Secllon 3209.6) 10 pennll the de.trucl!OII of 
reli .... llon ncords 30 dl.y. afyr the filing of me applleation !orm. In 
1955 the lelillll;W'e !>ad paued • law whicll III<:I"""d a ...... uirement 
Ibat all reg!.traUOo applkaUoDI be kept " a pennanent pUbU<: ncord. 
Mlnl.slppl legl.lalo .... clwlgcd their attitude. after the elvu RIghui 
ACto ot 1957 a.nd 1960 were palHd. 

In 1957 CO(lf;reU palsed We Civil RI&ba Act which provided that the 
Annme)' Gener.l of the Unlled Sto le. m.y hrlnp; cbU ' e'loo. to protl:<:t 
!:be rlghl 10 vote withoul dilIllncUolI of ... ee or color, In 1960 C<mgus. 
puled anomer CIYU Rlibto ACI whlcb requlred thai all. record, one! 
papeu related 10 reghtrl tlon , poll tax payments ..... da:ny other m I tten 
pertaining ... voting In 10'l4er. 1 elecllo", be pn..,rved for I eeruln 
period. The Ac, dllO p"0vlde. thot1he United S ... t .. AttO",~ Generd 
mlY pin aoeeu 10 county VOIIIIg ncord. by JeeIdDi' iedual eollrt 
order ~tlnl tha. !:boo f'\'Cord.bem.de . ..... Uahle 10 Wm. (In May. 19M. 
tbe J",tke Deportmenl _urecl ouch I n order In Bol ivar County. 
Mlsmslppl. otter to .... )'NT. of litigation). 

However, 11>0> Mlulnlppl otatute now penn!~ regl.trltl to de
Slr<)y evl<lt"nee at disec-ImJ.natloa . ",In'" Negro ' ppllclDU aI>ou.IcI 
Ju.tlee Department oHIelal. wonl to photolP""pb the ~ord,. Ibe law 
\0'11 deliberately aimed I t Wldermlnlni Title 111 (1960 ClvU Rlgbt5 
Act) • • procedure wbleb the Supreme Coun hn ruled YIoLAtU Arllcle 
VI of !be Constllution of the United SDltea. 

In the sprIng of 1962 m. Stille LeglalaD.U"e adopted a:nother pacbge 
of hill. dellgned 10 thwan &rowln, eff .. ru by Negro,," 10 regl",,"r 
.nd vote. 

Prior to thla new ieg!oladoa, the MLIoal .. I~1 Code (Secdoa 3213) 
required tbat "" l pplJ,cant fill ollt the apPlk"UOII fo"" without ... 1aunce 
or wggeodoll. fr<>m any per-... Ibe new legI&latiOill (Ho",," BW9(0) 
am.nded that aeetlon. m,ldzIg the ~",ents of the .... tute manda· 
tory: req..Jrln( that .... applleatloa e&II be approved or the 'pplle.lJlt 
regl_red If .my blank oro I:fw, applLcltlon 1ft"" 1. nol "properly ond 
respo,ulwly" IUle<! our by !he applleont: and ,I9qulred that bolh IlIe 
Glib In !be 'pp!Ic. l!on Indl:bl! apPllell\ol:l mUll be .!gned oeparnely by 
!be appllelnt. 
n. purpo ... of HolI.H BW 900 "'as '0 prevent ... yone. Inellldlni: [he 

" 
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"l 
orfieia .ls 1n canton interrogate Negroes attempting to reg1 ~ ter; to vote . 
In a two day per iod in February 1964, over t wo hundred Negr oes stood 1n 
lin. but only seven were permitted to take the registration test . Can
ton ' s oayol"! sheriff! police chief and other lead ing whi te citizens are 
executives n t he wh te supreml st Ci t i zens' Counci l . 
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applicant once •• eI! wee~ fo~ two e<1I,oecUtl"" weeu, In a nrwspal"'r 
having ",neral eircw..tlon In the county wber~ ~ Ippllcant applies. 

The statute5 dlo provUlood Thar within 1O clay" afte r application any 
a1re.ody - qwo1lf1ed e1eetor In the COUIlty may eh.ll~ge In In afhdavtl 
the good mora! cltarlcter of any Ippllcant, or any other qudlflenlon of 
the c a!ldldate lor reg!.ltration. Then, within """"0 ciaYI alter .lIClt an 
Ifllclavlt I. Illed by I 'concerned' citlzen , the reglltrar must notlfy the 
applicant of the time and place for I he. ring 10 determine the vall<Uty 
of the ehallellie. The ,",,~Istr .... retains !he cIIscretlon 10 chonge the 
date of the hc.t.rlng. 

The registrar I, authorlud to In...e .ubpoeu .. 10 compel ~ at
(tmdance and testimony of wlmeuu. The ",.dmollY II <"<'Corded &nd 
then the reglltrar ml y either deelde tbe validity of t:Ite challenge or 
tlte the chall"",e under co".I<leraUon. Counroo m rules of testi
mony . re not enforced . t the .. hearing. o.nd both the aWllc1n. OIId the 
challenger may q ..... tlon wllne..... Either the challenger Or the ap
plicant may appeal 10 the county hoard of election commlsslor.e.r., If 
the reglnrar decldeo againat him in the l\ef. rlng. 

TIIoo cost of tile bearln", Ire toxed In the ... me way tint coo,. are tued 
In the State cbancery courts : the a ll-whlte COWlt)' boa r d can decide 
... bether I:he contestant. mUlt lhore the COtu, or the <lII. who I. do!

cI~ ag. lnllt must l"'y.1I 01 It. 
The sta~. further provtde thot 1f no challenge 1(1 the applicant', 

qualification. Is 1Iled, the reKlstror sholl determine the nature of the 
Ippllc.nt's mora l ch.racter.."d other qu.aJ.1flca tlou "wltbln a ~8-
"",,"ble time." T1w', It there II DO cb.Uense by I private cltlun, 
there I..t nothing In the ltarutel which force. tile re-glstror to come to 
a decWon .bout the I pplIcat1oo., 

If the reglKta r ohou.ld lind the I ppllclllt qualified, Hou.., Bill !/O.~ 
requiru that the reglSlrar write the word "1"' ,H<l" on the appllcatlo 
form. Howe""r. the .ppllc""t Is stW Dot regl_red LIllie .. be comes 
bl.ck In per_ 1(1 the regilltrar and .. b the rulllt oI his application. 
The bill pLlc .. s the bo.irQen of rupondbUlty Oil tile gppllelot 1(1 retum 
to the reginru'. otfJca. 

Thli req!tlrement mUll be aeen Inthellghtol the murders and beatings 
of Negoel ... blcb ha"", taken ploce In the counbo .... or <lII IU .tep" In 
connection with voter reglnratlcm eflorUl. 

If the . ppllcant ..... rul""- to have good moul ch.a:rleter, but th.e reg
Istrar decide<! the Ippllcant II ... not luilWed one or more of the other 
requlremenUl, the staNte requires till! the regtotrar write "flUed" 
on the application. T1Ieregtarar , how.ver.mUII""" • .....,Ify the rel.oorur 
tor I.U ...... , bea.UH to do 10 "Ill' y COOlJtltute " "IIunc:e to the I P
pllcant 011 IJIOther appllcltlon." 

TIle statute also provided chat If the reglanr decides the awlle ... t 
II .. fultlilcd I U req\llrettH:nll .><cepe tIIl t 01 good moral chroet..-. 

J1 
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the r..psrrar wrl,.,1 thaI on the applknlon tOni) and the r"..,0111 why 
he finds !:he applicant not to be ol good moral choracter. 

If the ""il!<lrar df:(:lde. thf, appllea", luI not fuJjlll<'d 0""' or more 
of the other requirements. and Is nol of &ood moral chlncter. the 
registrar writes " fa Ued" on the awUcatlon and ha l tIte dllocretion 
to ,"'rl'" on the app.llc:otl.,.,. "OOt of good moral eluracter." 

Tb1. II the "publ1c" mask .... orn lor the outside world to explalll 
why Neg:r~s Ire nO' registered in large nL1l11bers in Mlullslppl. 
The 1%3 Omnibus SuIt asks the Federal Court to declare all of the.,.. 
~Istrltion requlremen .. WlCon.U.utlond except tho,", wblcb were 
largely provided prior to 1890. Tho"," requlre",,,"u are that the ap
plicant: be. ctrll:en 01 !he Unl..,d sea..,.; 21 years of Ige Or o~r; a re
sident of Mbsl •• lppl, the COWIty and election district for the period 
outllll<'d In the Cons titution of 1890; be able to read; tbll the appllean. 
not bave been convlcted of any 01 the dhqu.olity1n& c:rl:nu ducrlbed 
In the Coutltutloo and Code at MISSissippi; Ind th. ! the applicant 
not be Inoue. 

N"St"Qes Ire n" .... trying to ..,.r . ""'Y thll 1<0&.1 ml$l:: te> expo ... 
the .... 01 b .. l. of white supremacy. Wlthou. the rlsh' ." ""illter 
and \'Otl! N"groel eannot ",1«0 part In Iny pha .... of Mlululppl', 
fonn ol republican iovernment.. What recourse do the white lupre
macls," lea"" MISlll5lppl Negr<>el, If Negroes connot voice their 
oplalons at the polls? 
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NOTICE 
ApplKal,ons I 
be COI'II;it~ 
O~slstllnu 
~e~OIl 

Aftu 

Above: Re~13trar's office, Forrest County courthouse in Hatti esburg . 

Back cover: :::lderly l ady enters Leflore County cow-tho use in Gr ec!'\wood 
to attempt to register t~ vote . 
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32 Techniques for Fieldwork: Voter Registration 

 

 

TECHNIQUES FOR nELD \-j'ORK 11 
V!lter i!.e~1stration 

Safety 

1. Know all roads in and out of town . 

2 . Know location of sanctuarie.:; and eafe hOClOS in the cQunty. 

J . 
and/or 

Make arra~e~nt!'l for regular checks with the Jackson 
~e county offi ce . 

offica 

4 . Decide .hether night or day work is pr efer abl e . 

Canvassln1'i 

1. Take pencil Lind paper to record anv i hfonnation that seems 
pertinent. 

2. RemeiPber that you a re asking people to take their time to 
listen to you . You should t ry t o pre5ent yourself in a ~,ay t.hat wRl 
make t.hem ",ant to talk ~'ith you . 

J . If Ii pe r son close3 t.he door in your f ace o r wil l not talk wth 
you , try to find oue selse~'here \"lhy he did i t . Everybody can be 
approached, but it l!1ay take /lillch time and pat. i ence to reach some 
people . 

4 . If II person talks but show obtious raluc t ance , don't f orce a 
long explanation on them . Come back another day to explain more . 
Satt en them up thrOUgh repeated exposure . This builds confidence 
lind builds a relationship . 

~. If a person invites you in but then doesn't listen to yOll, 
try asking que!ltions to Collt t.heir att.ention . Try talkiog about other 
ohin&s and eventually liorking back to your program. 

(l . I f a person 
somet hing to do to 
tact other people . 

listens and seems intarested, try to give the~ 
keep t.heir interest up . Use them to help you con_ 

Use t.hem to talk ~,ith the Nat. of their fal:11.ly. 

7 . If a person al r eady knol'S .... hat you are t elling hiIl'l, find out 
how he knows it. rel'"hplls there is already II group in exietence that 
nothing i.s known abouc . Perhpl! Chere are chan:lele of cOQ."lW1icat.lon 
t.hat could be valuable in the future . 

B. Ilhen canvassinG try to have II .slngle idea in mind, e . g . getti/g 
people out eo II mass r.leeting that eveninG or settinG up II workshop . 
Pon ' t oven;!'!el!;! a person \lith t.oo IIlUch at anyone time. 

~Ioliks hops 

1. Ar range any I:IIIterials (pencils , aper, applicat i on blanks , etq 
baf orehand 80 that the I'or kshop isn ' t hung up for lack of these 
fundar:tentala . 
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12 
(Vot er Registration Continued) 

to speak uP . to ask question,. to brins out their QwI'\ idens . 

) . ',;henever !,osslble, ulle the local r811idents.to 1!)<Vi the work
shope , to answer the questions, to take charge. Ultimate11 the 
people will be left alone, they can never start standing by Uu·",
selves . 

4 . QQ slotlly enouth to include everyone . .:osk questions, get t./Ht 
peoplo to call a halt-- use any technique to judge whether your 
speed is correct . 

5. ~!any times people like to open and close I.orkshops ~Iith a 
song and a prayer . 

6. Praise people freely. 
This bUSiness is new for most 

Taking People to Courthouse 

Cowpliment 
people and 

them for any sl!l811 thing . 
they are easily intimidated 

1. Arrange transportation tlhen neeessary . 

2 , Be prompt if a time is agreed on. 

) . EnI::oura&e people to go at least by t.WOI'l, there 18 stren6th 
in nUmbers . 

4 . Aecompany people to the door of the registrar's off1ca where 
possible . At least go al:l far as tlle local authorities will permit • 
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VIII: Opposition and Violence 
 

 

 
 
 

Mississippi public officials at all levels denounced the Freedom Summer Project and 
supported white supremacy and segregation. Business leaders joined together to fire 
black activists, foreclose their mortgages, evict renters, and cut off welfare. Local police 
trailed workers’ cars and arrested activists on imaginary charges. Police often had close 
personal ties to vigilante groups such as the Ku Klux Klan who perpetrated violence on 
black residents and civil rights workers. Between June 16 and September 30, 1964, there 
were at least 6 murders, 29 shootings, 50 bombings, and more than 60 beatings. 
Freedom Summer volunteers were taught to meet this assault with non-violent 
resistance. 
 
33 Mississippi Readies Laws for Freedom Summer, April 30, 1964 
(3 pages) Press release describing new laws designed to halt demonstrations, prohibit picketing, ban 
literature distribution, and impose other means of obstructing organizers 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/11425 

 
34 The Klan Ledger, Early Autumn 1964 
(4 pages) Newsletter issue containing the Ku Klux Klan's reflections on Freedom Summer 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/14269 

 
35 Running Summary of Incidents, June 16 through August 26, 1964 
(26 pages) Printed pamphlet listing acts of intimidation and violence during Freedom Summer Project 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/7516 

 

36 Partial List of Racial Murders in the South in the Last 2 Years, April 1963-February 1965 
(2 pages) Document detailing 33 murders of black residents and civil rights workers 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/15607 
 
37 Readings in Nonviolence 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2124 
(8 pages) An anthology used during volunteer orientation. It includes excerpts from Gandhi, King, Thoreau, 
James Farmer, Howard Zinn, and others 
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33 Mississippi Readies Laws for Freedom Summer, April 30, 1964 

 

II!WII RELEAS& 
STllDEII·T IIORvtOLE~T COORDtNATINC COMMITTEE 
6 RA~MOND STREET , N. ~ . 

ATLANTA , GEORGtA 30)14 

, ., 
IOI l~!~IAT! !!1EASE 

April )CI , 196' 

MI SSISSIPPI READIES LAWS PClR "PREEDOM SUMMER" 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI - Witb th . h.lp of th. St.t. L'gt.l.tut., Ki •• t •• -

ippi'. polie. offie.r. wilt b. oor . t h.n r •• dy t o d •• l with civil 

(COPO) , lnvolv •• 1 , 000 work.r. tn prOl r.~. of vot.r r 'll.t r . t lon , Pt •• -

Gov. r oo r P.ul John.on h ••• lr •• 4y .lln.d lnto 1.w flv. bt ll . d •• l ln-

.4 te helt 4 . ... ell. tr.tlon.. Th.y problbit piek.tinl. b.n dl.ttlbutlnl 

boyeett lit.r.tur., .llew eitl" te .xt.n4 pelle •• 1d te e t h.r mUllle l-

p.ll tt ." p.rmi t eitl" to r •• trtet the mev.n.nt. of Iroup •• n4 to I.t 

curf.w. , .nd ine r •••• d p.n.ltl •• rer viel.t1ns city or4in.ne ••. 

Gov.rnor John.on h •••• ked t h. 1 •• 1.1.tu r . to .1I1.r8' th. pow.r of 

the .t.t. polic •• 

Th. five bill, .iSR,4 into l .w by Gov.roor Joholon I r .' 

Rou •• Bll1 64 - Au t hori: •• elti •• to r •• tr.in ~ov.n.ot. of aroup • 
• nd ln4iv idu ,I, ! 
1I0u .. Bill ~46 - Proh i b l t& t he unl.llful p ick.tin, of .11 publlc 
build inS', 't r •• t', .id,w.lk, .n4 oth.t pl.c •• b.lonlin, t o the 
ci t y . county .nd .t. t . ; 
BOn.t. Bl11 1 ~17 Iocr ••••• p.n.ltl •• th.t m.y b ••••••• d by etty 
court.; 
S.nlt. Btll 1526 A .. tho"lz ... ", .. nielp.l iti l. to "pool" p. r .on ll.l, 
m.npoller .n4 .quip~.nt ! 

S .. n.tl 811l 1345 - Provld .... m.ximum p .. n.lty of $300 In4/0r 6 
mooth. in J,tl for printios and eireullt i nl m.t.rtll promotlnl • 
boyeott . 

Th. St.t. lIov.r.iaoity Comni •• ion - tb. offici.l I'Sr'l.tion w.teh-

dOl - h •• IUIS •• tld tbl u •• of oth.r l.w. to hilt Inti - "I t .,.tlon pro -

tl.t t . Th.y .ra: 

Sletion 20117 - 5 - Consr 'B.t. lod rlfU'1 to 4ilp.r •• wh.n o r d.rld by 
• follea offie.rj 
Saetton 20B7 - 7 - Pr ohibit. lOy par.oo tnt.f.rins with eu.tom." . or 
op.r.tion of .ny bUlln.l. vlntur'j 
S .. etlon 20B~-5 Di.turb th " palel or p •• CI of otha r 'j 
S .. e t lon 2155-4 H.ko f.l.a It. t ln.otl to r,dlr.l .uthortt11'! 
S.ction 2155- 4 t l '"'' f.I.1 conpl,l ... to ,.dlr,l ."tborlcll'; 
S.ction 2292 - 5 Ob.truet by fore. or thr •• tl llwful .rr •• t ; 
S.ctten 2l96- 5 Willful ob.truetion of public .tr •• t .! 
Sletien 2.Q9-5 Bneour'a' Iny po r.on to rom.ln 00 pr.ml ••• of ... -
othar wh ... forbiddon to 40 '0 . 

Th" Sovlrn.l s oty Commi.,ion b •• di.tribut.d copt •• of t he old .n4 

coro 1. compo •• d of the Stud.nt Nonviol.nt Coor4io.tln8 CORm ittl' 

(SNCC), th. ~ .ttonll A •• ocl.tlon for the Adv.ncom .... t of Co l or. 4 Plopl. 

(NAACP), thl Conlru. of a.ct,l I:'l.u.llty (CORE) .nd thl Southarn 

Chri.ti ... Ll14.rlhlp Conf. r lnea (SCLC) . 
-10-
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Paae 2 

The lecond bill detines "crUD.inal eyndIcal1sm- and then de

scribes the penalty tor this as a tine ot not less than $200.00 

or more than $1,000.00 or two to ten years in Jail. But the 

Act is bindIng not only on people who instigate, advocate, sug. 

gest, teach or aid the c~ission ot "criminal syndicalism,· 

but on anyone who nJust1ties or attemph to Juatity", ·printa, 

publiaMa. edita , Circulates, aell., diatribute. or di.plays" 

any book or printed matter, and anyone Who organize. or help. t o 

organize, and the owner, agent, leI see , janitor, caretaker, or 

occupant ot any building where any "criminal ayndicallat" 

activity take. place . The full text ot thi. bill ie attached. 

One can only hope that the State of Mlsaiaalppl for Ita own 

.ake doe. not paas these billa . 

FACSlM.lLE 

~ISSlSS1PPI LEGISLATURE 
BY: SENATORS COLLINS and HILBUN 
INTROOOCED: MAY §. 

SENATS BILL NO . 2027 

REOULAJt SESSION 1964 
TO: JUDICIARY 

• 
AN ACT TO DKFINE CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM: TO MAKE UNLAVPUL TIfE 

ACT OF CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM: TO PROHIBIT ASSEMBLAGB FOR TIfE 
PURPOSE OF CRIMINAl S'tNDICALISM: 'to PROVIDB THB PENALT't THEJ\E-
FOR: AND FOR RELATKD PURPOSES . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

SECTION 1. Criminal s)'ndlcal1am as uaed In thls Act ls here· 
by detined to be the doctrine or precept whlch advocates , teache. 
or ald. and abeta the commission ot crime, aabotage (which word 
1a hereby defined as !Deaning willful and 1INl11cioua phydcal 
damages or injury to physlcal property), unlawful acts of vio
lence and toroe , arson or other unlawfUl acta or methoda of 
terroriam aa a meana of acco~liahing or effecting a change in 
agricultural or indu.trial ownership or control or in effecting 
any politica l or aocial change or for profit . 

SECTION 2 . ArlJ peraon who; 

(1) By word of mouth or written words or peraonal conduot 
advoeate., instigetes, 3ugge3t., teachea or aids and abets orimi
nal syndi cali sm or the duty, neceaaity, propriety or expedienoe 
of committing crime, oriminal syndieallsm, sabotage, Violence 
or any other unlawful method of terrorism as a mean. ot accom
pli.hing or sffecting a change In agrioultural or industrial 
owner. hip or control or effecting any politieal or social change 
or tor profit; or 

(2) Openly , WillfUlly and deliberately by speken or written 
wor4 Juetifies, or attempts to Justify, criminal ayndicallsm or 
the ca.m1aslon or the attempt to commit cr~. sebetage, Violence 
or other unlawful ~thod3 of terroriam with 1ntent to exempl1ty, 
approve, spread, edvocate, instigate, teach, aid , IUggest or 
further the doctr1.ne of cr1m1nal syndicaliam; or 
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(3) Prints, ~ublishes, edits, isauea, circulat.a. a.lls, 
distributes or publicly diaplays any book, paper, paaphlet. docu
ment , poster, handbill or written or print.d matter in any torm 
whatsoever contain1ng, advocatlng, llUt1g&tin& •• dvlslng, sugges
tlng, 81dln& and abettlng or teachlng cri~l syndicallsm, or 

(4) Qrsanlzes or helps to organ1ze or ~wingly b.comes a 
member ot or voluntar11y as.e~les with any soclety, organlza
tions, group or assemblage ot peNOM org.nized, tormed or 
•••• mbl.d to advoc.te, teach, aid, and abet crimlnal syndlca1-
lam; or 

(5) Wl1lfully, by personal act or condUct, practlces or 
commits any act advl.ed, advocated, taught or aided and ab.tted 
by the doctrlne or precept ot cr1mlnal synd i calism with lntent 
to accompllsh a change ln agricultural or industri.l ownership 
or control , or .rfectlng any aocial or political chanse or for 
profit; la gul1ty ot II telony. and upon conviction th.reot aha!l 
~ punial;led by a rifle or not lesa than Two ){u'14red Ooll {l l"a 
{,200 .oo) nor I!I(lNi than one Thou.and Dollaro "1000. 00,, or 
by imprlaonment ln the atate penitentiary r~r a term or not le.s 
than one year or more than ten yeara or by both luch tln. and 
l mpri.onment . 

SECTION 3 . Whenever two or more perB01HI I',esembl. or consort 
tor the purpoep. of advocatlng, encourag1 ~~. teach!ng or auggett
ing the doctrj na or crlQlnal a~lcallam ~~ ~el'incd in thle A~ t. 
lIuch aeeembla.gs is unlawful, aM every peril"" volunterl1y par
tioipatlng thore1n by hie preeence. aid or inllt1gKtion ia gu11ty 
ot a telony, and upon conviction th.reor ahall be puniehed by ,i 
lmprisonment in tho e t ate penitentiary for a term ot not l.all . 
than one year nor DOre than ten Yiars, or by a tlne of not le.s 
than '!Wo Hund~d Dollars ($200 .00 • nor r;)I)re than One 'l'houund 
Dollal'l ($l . OOCl.OO) , or by both such lmpl·!eor.ment and fine . 

~SCTION 4. The owner. lessee. agent, superintendent. Janitor. 
caretaker or other person in charoe. or occ~~ant ot any place. 
bul1dl!"-&:. rooll or roolilS or IItruc~ure who knolrlln&ly permitl there
ln a~ aiselilbly or coneort of por~one pl~h1b1ted by the pro
vis10ne of Se~tton 3 of thle A: t vr who. arter notificat1on by 
aut "o.):-hed put1::'o or peace otttc~.· that the place or :;wefllisee. 
or a"\Y part t lu :-.. c.f. 18 80 use4J p.ermit~ 3 ' l; t'I UIIG to !Ie contin
uad t.J s,ullty 0:.1' 4 msdemeanol- a:m puni~l'la l; :"t1 by .\0pr1110ruaent 
in t~ county Ja! ~ 1'01" not leae ~~n e~ty ~~a nor ~l e than 
one ~':r.l ':', or by a flne of not less than C-;o if.J.."ldred Dollars 
($1(;0 .00 ) nor IIIOre than Flve ti1.:.ndred. Dollara ($500.00) or by 
both ~uch imprleonment and tir~. 

S£C'l'l(lN 5. 1h:l provlsions ot t.hie Aot a.re aeverable. If 
any sdct: on. I'c;;tI.;lction, paragre.ph, sentence or C11UIIO ot thie 
Act 111 f or an:: nl(l ~on held to be j:'1Vll1a . the rel!l&1n!ler ot thill 
Act ehall rem41n valid and enforcaable. 

SECTION 6. That th111 Act ehall take effeot and be in force 
froll and atter its passage . 
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JUNE 16, 

MISSISSIPPI SUMJvIER PROJECT 
RUNNI NG SUMMARY OF INCIDENTS 

Z ion Sopti.t Church burn. to ground. Fir" .Iort. soon Olfte' Negro me$:! meeting 
Negroe. be<:>ten by whites. Church ...os freedom ,chool ,ite. 

StOlt"..,..ide: N$9'~S a ttempt to OlUend Oe!Tl(>crotic Party precinct conventions for the first tim" In 
thi. century. Re .... It. vory. Two Neg'Ole., two while. elected in Jock.on. 

JUNE 17, Vicksburg, Sommer volunteer arre.ted for driving while intaxicoted . Not ol lowed phone call. 
He ld avemight. A'Iuilled or trial next doy, 

JUNE 20: Faye£,);' Police, citize .. u order SNCC worker ou t of hi. house. He fie ... , 
two .10ter his camera, food, ond pf!rsonol documents are missing. 

b!,,1 when c,or recove red 

JUNE 21, Brandon (Ronkin Co.) Mololov cocktoil e xplode. in bosement of Sweet Rest Church of Christ 
HOlline ... Fire; miMlr domcQe . 

Home. of two civ il righls worke,s p lOlnning to house summer volunteers bombed. One 
"'''''''''', . Seven dynamite .Iick. left on lown of third home wilh nO civ i l righl< lie • . 

Meridion ' Three c ivil righ h worke rs mi •• ing ofler .fw:. rt t ip 10 PhiIOldel"hiOl. 

JUNE 22, Clorb-dOlle: Four vo lun tee" arrested on vagrancy charge. while engaged in vote, regi$lmtion work. 
Held 3-1/2 hours, releosed. 

JUNE 23: 

Brondon: Negro youth ki lled in hit-.:md-run occ ident. 

PhiiOldel'Ela: Mi"ing car found burned; no .ign of three worke ... 
wide bY nton While Citizen. Council. 

Cor wos on list c i,culated state-

Shots fired at hc>me of Rev. R. L. T. Smith . While man ... copes on foot, reportedly pide<! 
truck. (Smith's hom, is unde r 24-hou, guord.) 

Mo .. Point: Knights of Pythia, Hall firebombed . ,Arson otlemol on .ide of building. Damage 
.li!lht. Used for voler ralti es. 

Mo .. Point, Two summe, voluntee ... picked up al,-,!hey leove cafe, relax on privot$lown. Taken 
by pol ice at 85 m. p .l>. without lights a l night to Pa$cagoula iait . Held in "prolective custody" 
ovemi"ht, lhen re leased . 

Jackson , Civil righh worker he ld eight houn aft$r receiving $5 chonge fot a $20 bill . 

Jackson, White car fire, ,hot at Henderson ', caf~ . Negroe. purs"". Three .hats fired, hitting one 
Negro i" head twice. 

Clar~sda!e: locOlI po,tor, Q civil righ t. leader, arre.ted for reckle" and drunk driving. He i$a 
tota l Olb.toiner. 

Stote_ide, Negroe. try I'; attend Democrotic Party county coovenlion • . P",ticipotioo .y.tem 
otically di,couroged. 

Rulev,lle, LOOK, TIME reporters covering voler roi ly at Wi l liam. chapel, cha.ed ou t o f Iown by 
carat speed. up to 85 m.p .h. Early nexl !TI(>ming. nine Negro homeJ, cats hit by bottle. Ihro:o"'n 
f..om . imilor co, . 

JU NE 24, Metid iOln, Threat , "You G. O. people are go ing 10 gel bombed." 

Hollandole, Pol ic$, moyo r tell summer vol""t", he con'l l ive in Negro sec tion of town ond re 
g:~ter vo len. 
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2-2-2 

JUNE z.i: Drew: Thi,ry volunteers, .toff worke .. engoged in voter ",gistrotion meet open hostility from 
while. . Weapons shown. 

Conlon: Civil .ights co. hit by bullet. 

Co II ins: 40 M -1 rifle., 1,000 round. of Ommun ilion .tolen from Nolio",,) Guard armory. 

JUNE 25: Rulev ille: Williams Chopel firebombed. Domoge "ight. Eighl plo,lic bog. with gasoline found 
loler au Iside bui Iding . 

Jackson: Two .eparo!e orre,h of volun lee .. on minor Iroffic cho.ge • . Seven que.lioned in one 
co.e; ch(,rges dropped in olher . (Low $Iudent presented his own co.e.) 

Philodelphio: Soulhern newsman', co. de liberotely rammed by local citizen. New>lTlOn gels two 
tickeh. 

1110 Beno: Two ""Iuntee .. working wilh 10coJ Negro, handing out literolure fa. ""Ier .e gi.trolion 
rol ly, token to gos sto l ion-bus stop by four white men who lell Ihem: "If you speak in lawn to
nigh'. you'll neve. leove here." 

Greenville: FOlderol building demonstralion. I\k harossmenl. 

Civil .ight. wo.ke.'. cor.topped on highwoy for repoi ... Driver chorglld with ilillgol 
S60 bond poid. 

JUNE 26: Hottiesbu.g: Hale lite.ature from whites: "Bewo.e, good Negro citi:<eOl. When we come 10 get 
the agitato ••• slay away." 

Scven voter registrotion workers an-e.ted fa. dislributing Iile.a lUfll without a city 
: S400 eoch. 

Ilia Beno: FBI arrll'/s Ihree local residllnls fa. June 25 incident. Twa afe releo.ed on S2,OOO bail, 
Me on $1, OO"J • 

Church of Holy Ghost arson. Kero.ene spilled an floor, lit ofler local whilll pe.lor 
Negro Bible do". (Fifth firebombing in 10doy •• ) 

Holmes County: Two .Ioffen detained for illegol perking, no Mississippi pe rmit. One arrested. 
Bond $60 . 

Hally Springs: Homs.menl: bee. cons tossed 01 volunlllllrs, car ti res sla.hed. 

Greenwood: Freeclcm Hause call: "You'd be tter nol go to .Ieep or you won'l get up." 

Greenwood: Voler 'egislralion worker picked up by police, released ofler que,lioning. 

Jackson: CORE field .ecretory bllaten 01 Hind, County jail while a federol prisoner. Third beat
ing of" civil righls worker 01 >Ome jail in two months, >llcond of federol prisoner. 

Conlon: Two "aluntee .. picked up by police, laid all oul-of-town visiton muSl regisler with 
them. Regide.ed, released . 

Belzoni: Three arre. ted for dhtu,bing the peace. Two relea~d withoul COO'9""', third he ld on 
Sloo bOnd. 

JUNE 27: Bales"ille: local penan helpiog vo le, regi".ation gets obvious haro'$menl tickel for illegal 
pCHking ou/'ide courthau.e. 

Vicksburg: Threaleniog ca ", "We're goin9 to gel you. " 

Philadelphia: local Neg'" contact ha. boll!e thrown through winclcw of home. Threalening note 
attached . 
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JUNE'll: GrHnwood: Several phone hara ....... nt.; o.mb threat. 

JUNE 28, 

Dodd.ville, Highway Patml kill . J.4-yeal"'Qld Negra with hi.tory of mentol i!lneos. Local de
puty whO kn ...... N&gra with potll)lmon . Malher ... 1.. to .ee body. Police reply, • Ge' that 
hallering womon away." Ruled "iu.lifiable homicide" i .. 17 hoUR. 

Jackson: Two pha .... threals: "We'", ga ine 10 kill you while 50&.· 

Civil i worle" , held 8-1/2 hou,* withoul charge.) stopp.d for no reason whil. 
office . (Mhsiosippi low pennits ho ldi .. g for 72 hou .. "fo' investigation. ") 

Vichburs: High .chaol gi,1 t81 h fd .... ds COFO "going to get it. " 

eo .. ton: Threatening collo thr<>ug ..... ut the .. ight. 

Mayor tells visiting white Methodi.t chaplain he cannot olt.nd white Methodi" oer
come he", to live with Neeroel, 10 you con flO to church with them, 100. " He 

thr.e volunteel"S. 

80t.sville: Report local Negro mo .. beaten, milsing. 

Jackson, " Hospitality Month" in Mi"i"ippi' while volunteer ki cked over from behind, .Iugged 
on arr ival from O"ford at locollroin Itotion. 

JUNE 29: Hattiesburg: Two co .. ow .. ed by volunteen shot by four while. in pickup lrud. at 1:00 a.m. No 
injuries, 5100 domoge to each cor. Th.e. witnesses. (Own ... We", .Ieepine two blocks """"'Y .) 

Columbus: Si" carlood. of white. drive up on lown of Freedom House . Five flee before police 
arrive . Police question, re lease two men in si"th ca r. 

Civi l r igh" worleer charged with reck I." driv ine. failure to give proper lignol. 
;;;'f"h." paid fine. 

ailo"i , Volun teers in White COmm ...... ity Prog.om tumed away from hotel. 

Hatt iesburg: Phon. rifl9$. Vol ...... tee rs h""" tope recording of lost 20 J.ltconds of his previous con
vernot ion . Someone goofed I 

COI..,..,bul: Reltouron" .ervi"" vol""leerl th,...,tened. 

JUNE 30: Vicksburg: Negro woman threatened for register ing to vol •. 

Ruleville: Mon loses job fa. housing white vol""tee .. . 

Jackson: Cor ci rcles office with gun, threat.ns le ........ ger: ·Wont to .hoot"' .... pool , nigger?" 

Voluntee. cha.ged wilh reckless driving. Fine $34. (He moved from on. lroffic lone to 
i integrated cor .) 

Holly Springs: White teen ..... g ... scream profanilies, throw rack. at off ice from poI.ing Car. 

Hotti.lburg: Whitel in pick...., truck with gU!ls visible drive po.t office sev.rol time •. fill ch.c~, 
Ju .... 29 cor .hooting. 

HoII:C;Trinll' : SNCC ,toff worker jumped by loca l white wha Threote'll 10 ShooT bolh him and 
his olf,ce WIth 12-gouge sholg ....... 

Hormony: Freedom Schoo! teoche" orr;ve. School superinle .. denl announces first Negro lU",",e, 
schOOl in memory of locol residen,",. 

Tc hulo: Two cadood. of highway polll)lmen ltort e><ceSlively dose wOlch on volunteor . Ended 
'18 hOun lot.r . 
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JUNE 30: Oakland: Police find body of white mon, bQdly IIICIngled by hil~ driver, no identification at 

all . (Loter found no civil 'ights tie.) 

JULY 1: 

Greenville: Report that on June 19 a Negro porte. a' Greenville G"""rol Hospitol was beaten by 
poi ic"moo with bi lIy club Ihe.e. Porte. charged with resisting 0""3' and disturbing Ihe peoce. 

HoI!.l'~r;n9" Juslice of Peace (and Mayor) has local farm", arresled on a,soult and battery 
C'fiCifge'S1" JUIl!! Xl incident. &oil ~I 01 $1,000. 

Clorhdale : pickup truck lrie. to run down SNCC worker and volun teer. licen.e plates hidden. 

Police threaten to hurt children of lady housing civil right. work"" , Won.:"" plan "" 
;-;c.,wh." . 

JULY 2. Harmony: Shedff, ,,,hool superintendent tell community obondof1ed building. may root be used fo r 
rreedom school. Cro .. burned, tacks strewn in Neg.o community. 

JULY 3: 

Vicksburg: Whi tes cho.le, ,1,001 01 Negra an motorcycle. 

Hottic.burg: Two va ler regi.lration Canvo>se~ followed o"d queslioned by me" de$cribi"g Ihem
.elve. o. slole officioh. 

Halt lesburg: School 'uperiotende,,1 Ihreole", all jo" itors who parl icip:o!e in c ivi I righI, activity. 
o;Ito 01 HOliday Inn. 

HOltie.burg: local police ,lop Negra girl, rive wh lle boy. en roule home . Policeman cur""" 
threatem grrest, .I<lp. gne ~y, 

Bat ... "ille: Pemola County 5heriff Corl Hvbbord deloino several p"110'" nou.;"g civil rights worke~, 
'1"'n<H mo.1 of night i" courtyard whe,e mo"y work .. " Or .. livi"g. 

Merid ian, White leen-ege girl Ihrow. bottle 01 civil rights group outside church, cull leg of local 
Negro girl. 

Conlon : Locol police /urn on . iren., ploy mu.ic on laudlP""'ker near COFO office, fail 10 answer 
pJlOne call • . 

Gu lfport: Two voler regislration workers Ihrealelled, " Things are fine aro und here; we don' t want 
them to chenge." Man grab, valunteer' •• hirl: H "11'1 going to whip your 0 ... " Worken IVn • 

. Voluntee r'. COr goes through green light, hils loco! ,tol;on w090". Volunleer charged 
;;;;;,,' light, reck Ie .. driving. Bond S122 . 

So So. The "Grea.y Spoon," a Negra grocery and leen >pot, i. bombed. Dornage minar. Sheriff ', 
deputy Klys there i, no civ i l righ t. motive fo r the bombing, ca l l. it ",e"sele ... " 

G reenwood, Three vi.iling Cang,e .. m",n witne .. valer regi,tralion, call it disctiminotory. 

: En route to Canton, four civi l rights girls are cho$t!d by two C O " driven by whites. 
to ~Iop herl! (in Jodaon) for sofety. 

)ackso", lots of phone hO",>lme"l . WA TS I ine goes dead, then ring.--e lechnicol impossibil ity. 

Columbus: Police impound vo lun tee r' s cor ---<:Ioim 11's ,Iolen boca",e I,onsfer POP"~ are nat 
nalarized. 

Police que.lian two vol un lee" aboul mbbe ry , wy Ihey were onl y one. in vicinity. No 
I 

G'e",,,wood, Two logle .. can drive continually post office. 

Mon Painl: Police, while cil;zen. pressure Negro cafe ownen na l to !aNe civi l rights worke~. 
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Poiicemon soy. white rod.t in town ho. 9l'n on hi, penon, grenode in 0 sotchel. 

Harmo~ Sheriff, superintendent poll "no tre>pDuing" .lgn 01 obandoned .chool. 
"",,,e h, other "'ote,iol. 10 Negro church. Police flo.h lights on ho ... e •. 

JULY 3, Locol citi zen. 

JULY~, Lou,el, Police barely p,e"ent lo,ge rociol clo,h of Ie, two Negroe" two white. injured in ottempi 
to integrote dri"e-in. Police foil 10 r ... pond to coli , for ~Ip from injured Negroe •. 

Clork$d"le, Locol mo~og.r "'y' Negroes going to courthou.e will b .. dilchorge& " I ha" .. 0 lorge 
controct with the he"d of the White Ci t i~enl Coundl, ond I' ... not going 10 10 ... thoulOnd, of 
doll"rs for one of you ." 

Botes"ille, Voluntee., locol work .. r chosed 30 mile. by co,. 

JULY 5: Green"ille, Local ci ti zen. 'e.1 ... "e,al re.lauront •. Th .. ealing place. are closed either before or 
after te.ting. 

Ruleville: Local .egrega tiani.t visits COf O office, halo "ery friendly argumenl with civil rights 
w"rke ... Police o.k him to 1""" ... He refu.e •. Charged with disorderly conduct . Fined. 

Laurel, Civil rights worker who wime .... d and reported Ihe July 4 incident is o .. esled. Police soy 
he has 4...0 montm. lefl to serve on previau •• enlence. 

Columbul: 51. Loui. (Mo.) Negro beDlen by white. who mi,/(lke hi ... for a "Freedom Rider." En 
route 10 0 funerol, he'. fined S75. 

Two ""Iur'lle .. rs que,tioned by police who slop thei r integrated cor 0, it leave. Sunday 
Chorge. dropped ogoin.t driv .. r, but possenger orre.ted on vogroncy charge. She lefl 

pook.'I~,k in cor 01 police ,Iolion, gell 10 day. suspended ",nlence. 

NAACP integrate. locol hotel. withoul mojor inciden!. Individuals inlegrate mony ather 
their own. 

J""bon: local woman'. leg cut by bollie thrown 01 COFO office. 

JULY 6, Jaeb:>n' V:>ter regi.trotian group ha.ossed by pol ice who .ay ·On.. mon, one vole" >ticker hos 
been found 011 cily Car. They th,ealen arre.1 fo, t'e'pa,sing if anyone will.ign chaf98. 

;~~~::~:;';":,i.' .11 Millianary !\aptisl Church damaged by kero.ene fire. Church hos no ties 

Ch>rksdale, Slot jan wagon plays "chicken" with civil right, worke .. going home. , , 
Jock..,n: Neg,a youth . Iugged by whi t" who flee, in huck. 

t Neg"" wam<>n .hol twic .. at. valer ,oily, .ingins "w .. Sholl Overcome." Th ree Negroes 
Ihey pursue car fro ... which Ihey believe .hots were fired. White car..ol cheeked. 

Gree,,...,ood: Ha,assment coil: " 1 iusl shot one of your warke", ... " 

lito 8eoo: Locol Police, .he,iff.hald civil rights worke, l"communicada, lrigger wlde .earch by 
tederol autho, :"', 5NCC. , , 
Hattiesburg: Owner', wi fe pull. pillal '" 15-25 yaung,ten try 10 in tegrale drive -in. Yaung, ten 
nm, are a rre,ted and put in drunk t:>llk by police. Three are roIJghed up . 

Rol.iSh: Methodist and Sapti.! churche. burned 10 gl'O<Jnd. 

JULY 7: Shuw : 5lare. refu ... 10 ca.h volunleer'.lravelers check. 

~ Pol ice ask all ."alunt .... " 10 ,,,gi,ler. Only fo<Jr do not. 
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JULY 7, CI",hdol .. , Sheriff osl<. while ",ioi,le. driving in tegrated CO" "Are you morr,ed to them nigsers? 
You ain".-.o mini. ter, you're" SOB trouble maker • .. I'm gonno .Ioy on your back until I get you 

V1ckoburg: Whil" boy, throw bollle, break windshield of cor wait ing to pick up freedom "hool 
.I"dent. 

Greenwood: Six young ,judents picketing jailhouse ("Stop Police Brutality. " "One MJn, One 
Voteli ) " rrt~ted. So o r e three oth"" with them . 

JULY 8: McCcmb: SNCC Fre .. dom Hou.e bombed; two injured. De,?it" numerous ~<fJ"'h by CQngre:l>men , 
"llom"y', po'tor. (and" personol visit with the moyor·_fIo also head. the Wh ite Citizen. Coun
cil), no locolpoi;ce werll $<til" in the oroo fOrio, to th" bombing_ 15 FBI "()ent., ,everal !><,cking 
pi.tol., .how up during day. 150 local citizens attend rally .arne night , 

I"'",II;esOO'g: Rev. Robe" Seech of Nolional Council of Churche, arre,led on fal ... pre'en,e charge 
afle, allesedly overdrowing his bonk accoun t $l0. 80il .el 01 $2000 . 

Vol~n:eer bodily ejec:ed from county circuil clerk', office for accomp<mying local 
vole. regi.lra lion . 

Columbu" Th.ee volunlee .. omllted on Ire,po" charge. ofler slopping 01 a gas stalion for a saft 
drink . Fr100dly converwtion Ihe'e unlil attendanl say., "You boy, .oould be on lhe rood ." They 
leave immediately. He file. charges. Boil $500 10 $1000 each. 

Clorbdole: Bomb thr .. ot. 

Hattiesbu.g: Bollie thrown 01 picnic by pa"ing car. No plale' . 

Holly Springs: C; v i I righI' worker one.led. Reck Ie" driving. $250. 

Cla.kl<!ala: Police chief in Lafayette tell, Negro cafe, nol to ... ",e volunlee". 

Vicksburg; 80mb Ihreol . 

JULY 9: Greenwood: Locol in",,,,,nc,, ",Ie.mon ,lUg:! volunteer during voter Can va. . Follow. in car and 
rebeal •• 

Yazoo City: Falk .inge. a .. e,led for rec k!e" driving. Quick fine. 

Clark,da!e: Valunleer arre,led for laking piclure. in caurl roam. Photo. loken in holl afler polie. 
chief ,prayed fOam deodorant on two girls. 

Gulfpo;1: rour orre,led fa. refusing 10 leov .. local people and cron slreel on police orde" o. Ihey 
near cou,t ho",e . H"ld on $500 bond for violating on l i-pickeling low. 

Vicksburg: Freedom .chool . Iudents .toned en ,""ute lo .clo ... 

Me" Point: Five Negmel fired fmm jabs fo,altendingmo .. rally. Womon fired fmm work for 
hOu.ing two vol""I"e". 

Clarksdale , Police ch'e' vi,its affice when aMlher whi te man come. 10 lurn off electricity. 

Gulfport: Police u.ge volunteer I" leave far hi. own pmlection, or foce chorg.:, of inciting 10 
riot . 

JULY 10: Clarksdale: Cha." removed fmm lib",,';e •. NAACP youth. refused .... vice 01 two ,e,lourant,. 

Rabbi, two volunlee .. , twa locolle""-.oge,, o!locked by Iwo men as Ihey wa lked in 
Auoilanl. escape ofte. attacking three men. On emerging from haspirol, 

..,y. Jcw, in Milli"'ppi shauld ",tand up for decen~y and freedom with all risk. involved" 
0' leo '/e Ihe .tote. 
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JU LY 10: Vick.burg: four civil rights work .... cha.ed by two cal'\l, 00 .. of which ha. a mao with ... valv .. r • 

. J. Ed9'l' Hoov .. r opens Jeckson F81 office, fitol.ta lewide cenler since 1946. Clles 
01 reesc,". Soy. 153 ag"ol> now in .tate. Say. f81 Can giv .. civil right. worke .. "no 

protection" (beyond report. based on complaints and directioos for i,we.tigation from civil right. 
diyision of Ju.tic .. Depa,tment). 

Greenwood: SNCC ,toff member arrested on public profanity charge. Policeman overl,.,erd him 
"'Y, "We've got 10 get some domn orgonizolion in au, office." Soil: $15. 

Moss Point: Howa rd Ki l"$che nbaum, only YOlunteer to leave the MSP beca",e of arre,t, and haross
ment, retum. wilh $2000 in gift, from New York. 

JULY 11: Shaw: locol Negro offered $400 by fjye white, to bamb SNCC Freedom Hou5e, $40 for l i, t of 
re<idents ' Ioome addresse •. 

Lourel; Fou, YO""9 Negroe. injured during and ofler attempls to integrate Kresse. lunch counter, 
where Negroe, hod eaten eorlier. 

Canton: Small firebomb thrown at Freedom Hous-e lawn. 

Vicksburg: Amateur bomb thrown through window of Negro cafe. 

Conton: Volunteer arre.ted on traffic charge. while d .. liv .. ring freedom school booh. 

Browning: Plea.anl Plan Missionary 8aptist Church bum. to ground. Whit .. s soughllo buy it, 
Negroel would not ... 11. 

Laur .. l: local NAACP pre.ident r .. c .. ived two death tnr ... ts bo th fo, July 19. 

Hol ly Spri"9$: Integroted staff picnic brokeo up by po lice. 

Clorhdol .. : NAACP member t .. ,ting barber.hop driven ou t at gun paint. 

Hormony: Police vi,il local Negroes who hav .. had conlact with COFO \101",,10000", .Ioff, forcinQ 
them 10 ,ign peace bonds. Police come armed with a warrant to .earch for liqoor. 

: Local Negro woma-n hit in chest by whit, man, wh il, accompani .. d by two yol..."te ..... 
:~ .. ,.,,;oo io getting assai lont •• 

JULY 11: Canton: Two summer yolunlee,s, vi,ilor refmed admiuion to Fi." Melhodist Church. Volun tee .. 
had 'De ..... we lcom .. d a w .. ek earl ie •• 

Gr .... nwood: 110mb threa t . 

Jackson: Holf-body found in Mississippi ide<1tilied oS Chorlel Moore, former Alcom A&M .rudenl. 
Secood holf-body found in dyer. (In mid-April, mare thon 700 .tudents, all Negroe., were sum
marily dismissed from Alcom Ofler a nen ....... iolenl general gri evance demon.tration) 

Jackson: White leen-age" sla,h Negro woman', tires, ,pit in foce of volunteer eo-ed after inle
grated group eats 01 d,ive-in • 

. Elderly mOn attack. Negro woman 01 Greyhound coffee shop. She i, Ireoled for cuI 
Ihen charged wit+. di,turbing the peace. Out 00 S50 bond. Aucilont e.cope'. 

8i10"i: Volun teer pic.ked up while convossing, informed of comploints by local ,e,idents, relea.ed. 

1110 Bene: Locol woman a ttacked by two while boys while baby li lting . 80th her arms cut. 

Nolchez: Jeru", lem Sopti.1 ond 8elhel Methodi.t Churches burned to ground. Hamil of Nell~ 
cont.octor in NOlchez firebombed. 
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JULY 13: Clari<sdole: Negro ""Iunteer ehosed out o f whire loundrom<l', picked up I»' police for foilu, .. to 

,'g"ol tum, token to joil and bealen. Sheriff ""yo: "You're" nigge r and you're going 10 . toy (I 

nigger." Charged wilh ,,,,;sling orrell, oul on S64 bo!1d . 

Cla,ksdole: Chief voter '''9i,t,o, cl",,,. courthouse for ne~ t few &yl. Slated reason: court in 
I"s,:on, 1'10 lime for registraHon . 

: Own", of el~lric compony ~s project leoder poinTed ""I to him, then finger> knife 

JULY 14: Conlon: Mon threatened wi lh job 10$$ if you ngster conl inue, in Freedom School. Young,te, , toy •• 

Dr .. ",: Police chl"f, local citizens prote.1 Albuque,,"ue Joumal arlicle bo...d on volunteer', 
leiter hame. Volunteer .oy.letter WOI edited . 

Hol l ie.burg: Sio te Sovere ignty Commi"ion visit. "mee. 
Vickooo'!I: Milkmen's cu,;,lonl lose. job becau.e he a llend. Ih. F,eedom School . 

Vickoburg: SNCC team confirm. burning of B.ovina Community Cenl." July 7 . 

Drew: Po I ice pick up Jome. Donn for di.lributing I ile",lure wil~ Ju l permil. later, seven people 
o;r;;t"ed for dislributing lite,olu,e wilhoul a permi l and blocking Ihe .idewalk. Sl 00-$200 bond. 

: O~ford police chief told civil rights wo.ke, he should nol come back to town. 
10 hi ' Neg'" over head, espec ia lly if he did no l speak to olhers ""ilh proper 

mojor change •. ) 

laurel: Gas bomb thrawn 01 local Negra'. home. 

Bole.vi l le : Movie which had ,,?,Ioirs fa, Negraes now offers admi .. ion only 10 while •. 

Canton: Th,ee whi le men pursue five civil right. worker> in car en roule home. 

JULY 15: Bilo ~ i: Two orre"ed in I",ffic ha"'''menl co.e. 

Cla,k.dole: Anolher I",mc orre,l: imprope,lum. 

McComb: Freedom School enrolls 35 he'e. 

Drew: 25 orre.hod fa, willfully and unlowfully u.ing the , idewolk . ond the .I reel ' du,ing vo ler 
regi.l ration rally. Citizen. Counci I mel 01 9 a .m. 

GU1J7rt: Civi l rights worker orre.led for pUlling po,lers on a lelephane pole. City ordinance . 
Boo 50. 

JULY 16, Conlon : Volunleers ,eporl Ihey we'e beaten by police lo.t nighl following arre.1 wilh truck 
ca'rying freedom regi. I"' l ion .upplie., book" misce llany. Sand .el al SI50 each. 

";,,;,'£;'.Freedom Day -- 111 arre.ts, inc luding 13 juveni Ie.. Group indude. 98 adul t., af 
;- SNCC ' Ioff and 13 volunleer,. 

Vicksburg: While rnan come. 10 door of hame where volunleer . toying. Ha, pi,tol ,hawing in 
hOlste r. kks 10 .ee owner 01 hau.e. At another home hausing workers, car ci,de, block 10-15 
min ute • . 

Greenwood: Si lo. McGhee, local re,ident, picked up by Ihree whil ... , forced 10 enler cab of 
t~dr pick,,? lruck at gunpoint, Ihen beoleo wi th pipe and p lank. locideo! occurs ju.t ofler he 
leave. FBI o ffice . He relurn. there ; agen t.loke him 10 haspltal. He hoI beeo oc l ive in allemph 
10 inle grole lheolre. 
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JULY 16, Greenville: Freedom Day: 101 people took lest, 1()() mo." eOme 100 late. No arrests. 

JULY 17; 

HoTtie.oorg: Two vote. Go,wossers stopped by police. 

Police question tho ... who complain about inod"'1lJ<1le pn> teclion for tho,,, going to 
frIOy chorge them with threotening moyor. 

Indional,,: Of those arrested in Drew July 15, 10 WOmen ore beif\9 held a t counly jail ond 15 me" 
at county form necor here. Superintendent of form tell. lawyer he con'l guora"tee safely of thos .. 
01 the fOm>, FBlod";,,,d. 

lourel: Vol""!!!,,. «Jnvo,sing oeeosted by TWO while boys who OCCuse him of nol being from 
M;n''''ppi, knock mote dol. 'from hand and Nn. 

: Freedom Day: 25 to 30 picke t without incident. About 20 of 25 from Show gJO,,!> 
thcm 50 from other commun ilie. come, of whom 30 regis tered. Process slow but 

poli le. ren regular and 45 auxiliary police ollow only those regiSlering or picke ling on courlhou ... 
ground • • 

Mounl Zion Hill Bopli.1 Church in Pike County bombed 0' bumed 10 ground. PO.lorof 
,;;"" h.d let Project u.e hi. McComb Chu,ch, 51. Mary' •• 

Philoclelphio: Columbio low . Iudenl and a writer beolen wi th chain by two middle-aged white men 
in wrly afternocn. 

G'eenwood: 15 stoff and 'I(Iluntee .... on hunger strike unlil let Oul of jail afle, being broughl in 
aurir>g rnoHive freedom-doy onesl1. 

Greenwood: Greenwood ond Drew man orre.1 cose. have been removed to Federal cou.1 and bond. 
,educt<! 10 S200 oul of lIole, S 1 00 for res idenl1 . 

Yozoo; Three Negro men, lale leens Or early 1w8!1t'e • • a,re,led for looking 01 a while girl . 

White ,umrne, ",lunlee. harassed by three while men while putt :ng uo voter regis-

JULY 18: Lauderdale: Two .umrne. vol unleen arre.tod fa. wi II ful lreIOO.' whi Ie discu"ing voler 'egisl,al;on 
on fronl porch o f two Negro women; no co",!>la;nl mode by women. 

HOlliesburg: Kilme. E.tu. Keye •• white. of Collin •• Mi .. i .. iPf>i, lumed ... If in to locol pollee in 
connection with beoling of Robbi ,,"d two worke .. lost week. Charged with o.,,"ult; oul on 
$2500 property bond. (Eventually fined $500 ond given 90-doy 'U'l:lIlnded .entence.) 

BOlesville: 8 oeOl)le detoined one and one-holf hou .... by sheriff who was "Irying to see if Ihere 
i, a state o.dinonce ogain.t the pOssing ou t of leoflets ." Statute nol fo""d; released into crowd 
of whites stonding Oboul. Local volunteer hit hatd in jaw by while mOO. 

Starkville: Police Chief followed two volunlee<1 10 voriou. "'''''' in Negro cof .... delivered 
lengthy "onli-agita lor" speech di,ected 01 local Negroe. lalking to volunlee ... Lengthy verbal 
abu ... by police ch;ef. d irec ted 10 Ihe vole ...... egislro l ion wo,ke ... 

JULY 19: Columbu" Two voter .egi.I,olOo" worke<1 de tained in joil;n Abe,deen fo. four hou" ofte, bein{l 
picked up o •• uspiciou, , I,onge .. and .efu.ing 10 be driven out of lawn and left on highway by 
police. 

Gree"wood: Mo<s orre,1 victim. still 01 city joil ond county fo,m. No visiting prjvilege. 01 
Fo.m--among tho.e there is 0 78 yeor-old mo" who is in need of medicine which no one has 
been able ta bring 10 him. 
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JULY 19: Oxford: An Ole Miss .tudent wroo hal contacts 01 Ru.! College (Negfo) hod hi • • eot eoverl 
.Io.hed while cor porked oul.ide focully home, threotening nate left. He hOI had much 
haraumenl before, bul connot get odminiilrotion to ocl. 

8i10~i: Voler regi.tra t ion woneer chosed, threa tened by Iwo men in pick-up lruek; 

Siloxi, 'Mlite Communi ty Projecl worker orr .. ted for tru pess in white re.taurant where h& 
fled woneed for one day until owner discovered he wo. a civil rights woneel. Owner ttJrned 
him inlo pali",e when he wenl bock to fe.lourant. 

Batesville: Town mor,hal, threatened volunleer, 01 moss meeling in Crowder (13-15 mile. owoy). 
Said "lucky I have no gun in here ... wi.h I didn't have my bodge On ... " 

JULY 20: Grttnv i llt: Nine .hoh fifed 01 car worlce" wenl lo mo .. meeting in. Two workers threolened 
that wh ite mob wovld form 01 plo",e where they were .taying. 

Hgttiesburg; Whi le volun leer bWle n downtown o. left bonk with twe ether freedom .chaol 
leachers. Auoilent hil from behind. No wOfd, exchanged. Volunteef' ond otlocker charged 
wi th o.ooult. 

Rul eville: Two woneers ordered oul of cafe . Door. locked w ith people in, ide. 

Greenwood: Solh botrel, of .holgun fired at WOrlcef" car . 

Greenwogd· Trial of me", orre.t victim, held de.pite filing of pet il ion la remove co,e to federa l 
court.. Defendonh remoined mute on bo,i, of viololi"" of constitu t ional rights. Convicled of 
violation of pocket 10w--30 day., SI00 fine. 

Clgrkidale: Three warners (girl.) of newly formed Clorlcsdole Youlh Action Group oHe. ted 
for Ire,po" ouhide local cafe in Neg'" .ection. 

McComb: SNCC field lecre lory hil On .ide of head by white man 0' both .topped Iheir c(", 
for fed lighl lIt inte .... "'tion "f two ,Iote rood, ond federal highwoYwhile 

JULY 21: Lexinalgn: Volun teer hil in foc e and body with fi.h by white mo"""", li ng outside courthou.e 
to lake po ri in voter regi.lrotion compoign. 

LO<lfel: Righ" wonee" bel ieve the second ou,ter of .ummer project worken from a rented office 
he fe this summer i. due to " inlimidoti",," of loca l Negra "oltOfl by white persOn! oppoocd 10 
Ihe Pfoject. 

Clgrbdole: VoI<lnteer orre,led for running 'ed light, poid fine. , 
Holly Spring" $200 bond levied on volunteer for foilufe 10 hove a Caf in.pection ,ticker . 

McComb: freedom School enrall"",nt fc<>ches 75 in this "hord Cafe" o,eo. 

Gr""mwoad: Wir>dow. 01 three Negro cafe. broken. Window. of volunteer ' , co, 0100 broken . 

N"tcMz; Wi ' hin 45 minute. afTer J SNCC worne" 'mived in thi. areo to ocl up a Summer 
Project office, one i. orre,led for failure to ,top a t .top ,ign. Police Chief tell. him police knew 
of their movements "every minute of the day." Conlinuol fol lowing by police. 

Poodltyjlle: Three Negro youth. in CDm""ny of while vol<lnteer picked up and held for 
";nve.ligotion" 01 Club 400 by ""I ice. Volunleer loler orre.ted for "improper tog>. " Negro 
youth, rele<ned on bond; amount no t known. 

pfecinct meetings of the Mi" i"ippi Freedom Democra t i", Party attraded 

JULY 22: Jackwn: Volunteer bea ten with billy club. by Iwo whi te. at a mojOf downlown inte fle-ction . 
Poli",e omcer who relurned the be..ten volunleer and two colleague . to the COfO office 
indicated thot a compl",nt had been filled out and a pick ...... p call hod been ;,sued for any 
CO" mot",hing the o.""ilanh! 

. Vernon Mi",onory Bopti.t Church, organized more thon 80 yeo" ago, found burned. 
and police uncovered no clue •. fire offi cially Ii.ted a. "of undetermine d ofigi n. " 

po.lor nor hi, church i. in any W<ly affiliated with the civil right. movement. 
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JULY 22: Tchula; Driver of cor cor')' tng mon who aHocked volunteer here yesterday reportedly orrested. 

Ngtchez; locol Negro token into po l ice custody todoy whi le wo lking along .trut with two 
SNCC field secretories. 

: locol Negro orre.ted for forgery while pos.ing ou l VOler regi.trolion leafle l. wilh 
locol cilize",. After being que.Honed about civil rights oc l ivo ly here ,eieosed 

evidence on fo.gery cnorge. 

NOlchez: Mayor lell. SNCC field secretory tnot mo.1 of the nationolly publicized .hipmenl of 
armS to white lerrori.1 groupo in this area no. been done in Adoms Co . , a. opposed to the cily . 
Police continue 10 follow Ihe SNCC workers "every minute." 

JULY 23: Tehulo: SNCC stoff member followed out of Jackson, a"esled by police on speeding cno'ge 

Canton; White volunteer and Negro CORE "off member horo.sed by a group of white men while 
canvauing for voter re gislration. CORE staffer struck five li_s wllh wooden cone by one of the 
wh ites . The workers were on porch of.ame polential Negro registronl. when white drove up. 

JULY 24; 

Moss Pt. : Volunteer o"ested lodoy for improper turning, releo.ed on $40 bond. 

Duronl: Volunteer o.>olIed today wh ile canvoning for voter regist rolion. Two white _n 
opprooched him and osked whot it would toke 10 gel him ou t of town; volunleer replied he wo, nOI 
quile ready to leav e . Afleropproximotely 10 minutes of lalk, one man begon to p.lnch him, lhen 
left ofler several minules of blow •. 

Granado: SNCC ,toff member arre.ted for spee ding. 

Mos. Pt.: At mo .. _ellng lasl night, S33 wa. collecled for a wOrTlCln who 1011 he r job 110'0 weeks 
ago for hou.ing COFO volunlMrs. ~verol people pledge to give 50.;" week indefinilely to 
he lp poy hospital e"pen .... of local residenl who received bock and side wounds when shah were 
fired into vole r regislralion m<as meel ing July 6. 

I while womon lells locol Negro womon lhol .he pi"". to wOleh moil and those Negroes 
"freedom riders " (po-ewmobly Summer Projec t volunteers) would "gel hell after 

, picked up 01 a post office box. 

locol youths on public drunk charge •. Trio were 

local reli dent~ plan to Itorl con~ll\Icl;on of 0 wooden frome building for Ule o~ 0 
Community Center to be .Ioffed by Project volun teers. 

Meridign; Hearing cont inued 10 July 3IJ for omnibus wi t filed ogoinst Ku Klux Klan, Sheriff 
Rainey, Deputy S .... riff Price, I .... 'Nhile Citi:ten~ Council, and othe" in attempt to enjoin octo 
of violence on the pori of defendonl. ond the closse. of official. and citiuns Ihey "'present. 
Thi. hearing il the fi"l of ils kind in Mi .. i"ippi. 

Voter registrat ion worke r olre.ted for "di.turb ing Ihe p.lblic peace" 01 " Holly 
Ocy, ;, being held on ~500 bond. Volunleer charged with "using profanity in 

two peopl e " after using two-way radio 10 inform office of profanities local 
polen t iol Negro registronts on cO\Jrl house .Iept.. Police in.isled that Ihe 40- 50 

I regislronts walk to Ihe courthou,"" slepo one by one, eight fee t oporl, and have a police 
from . teps to regislro,', office. Ap!"o><imolely 55 helme led highway palrolmen and 35 

local pol ice were .Iolioned 01 the co.."lhou.e for Freedom Oay. Their pre ... n-ce in 
numbers prompted co"cenot ion of planned integrated picke t ing of Ihe courlhou.e. 

McComb, Amite County" Rose Hill Church r"ported burned la.1 nigh t . Owner of a laeol Negro 
c lub near Freedom Hou.e orre.led and bealen. Officer tells owner "No,,", that you've gol 
white folk. in here, you'ra getting uppity." 

Ruleville: A Negro women ordered off the bus and handled roughly by driver when she sat 
down next to while mon. All bul two po .... oge .. got off. 

Rulev ille, Rabbi and Summer volunleer are "forcibly eje cted " from office of Drew City attorney 
where lhey had gone 10 attend a meeting of the po rents of children delnined and then released 
July 15 . (c 
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JU LY 24: Jock~n, Meridion: FOP hold. precinct meetings . 

JULY 25: Grec;nwoqsl· Ten to 15 worke" honding <>vt Freedom Regi,trotion form. prompt at leo.t 
three incidents: 1) SNCC worker Eli 2.erelsky apprO<lched by three white . who look. his 
clip board from him and tore up form • . Police . tood by, refu ... d 10 act unle .. Zeret,ky 
knew o,,,,ilants' name, and filed complainl wi lh a judge; 2) white ¥olunteer Adorn Kline 
was jumped fram behind and hit on heod, police refUled oid; 3) volun teer William Hade" 
while, ' hreotened by locol white. i" pre.ence of police wf.a refu.ed 10 make arrest and 
refu..,d to give r10me of citium involved ~ thot complaint c<>vld be flied . 

Greenwood. SI-oot nred ot I-oome of Silo. McGhee, the young mon wf.a.., beoting in local 
""""ie theater prompted fi,. , orre,t, under the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 

Conlon: Fi"t FOP county convention odopted re",lution of loyalty to princ iple. of 
N.;. t ionol Democratic Party for slrong and enforce<>ble civil righls plank in platform. 
Approximately 300 people ollend, of whom 102 wer voting delegote. elec led by precincts. 

Hortie.burg: Home of IWQ locol FOP leode,. bombed belween 1 ond " a.m. Broken 
whi,key bottle found indicated "mololov cocktoil" type of device. U..,d on home of 
Mr. and M,.. aoyd, FOP lemporory cho irmon and .ecretory. 

Ruleville: Rock smashed wind.hield of locol Negro hou.ing civi' righl. worke,.; cOr 
parked in his )""Jrd. 

Drew: Affidavi t received from parent of a"'" of Negro chiidrOln olte.ted ofter July 15 
rally: moyor ond city attorney called mOleting of parents, to ld thOlm defen.e would nol 
be provided unle .. children .igned ,totement dilOVowing aS$Ociation with "Ihe communists 
coming into town . " Accord ing to affidavit, city a ttorney coiled Congrenmon Don 
Edward. (D-Cal) a communi. t ond ,aid edward. f.a, been "Co.lro' • .."retory." Summer 
yolunteer ond rabbi were forcibly ejected from fOOm when they tried 10 atte nd the 
meeting ye.tOl,day. 

C lo rk.dole: IIoll le thrown through office window lo.t night. 

Page 234 of 353



.. 

lJ.'-IJ - IJ 

.JJlY 26: M,CQlDb: Two bomb< were thrown a t the hom" of a 10<;01 civi l right. leader . As the first bomb ...os 
Ihrow", l eQde~.wifefjl"doleorwithshot9Un. 'MIen <;o.'.I'91;ts Were seen approaching ogain, he. 
husband ron ouh,de but wos knocked to ground by ... ,ond ""plo.ia,· I.y.fore he had time to fire. 
AbotJ l 50 people otlMded a vot". registration meeting at this home ,od<l~. 

Bole.ville: Tear 9<" bomb explode. behind home if'> which five c;"il 'igh" workers Ore li"ing, 
fore i "9 occuponh to leave. Sheriff Clnd deputy orrived approx;mo ley 30 m'nute. I oler, found 
grenode stil! hoi, hou:Iled it 0 good deal SO thai FBI found il covere with pol;"e fingerprints. 

Mileslon : SNCC COJ burned outside home hoo,;"" volunle,., •. 

Mtle.ton: Voiunteeropp.oached in .Ia.e by two whiles who ask where he lived. He pointed to 
Community Center. They go to their eor, toke 0 pillal .. a,h from trunk, pur them in their be llo, 
come back and tell ~alunteer the y would "find out what wa, going an" when Ihey ·came back. · 

Conlan: Church CQl,Jn,i) of Canton voted in June to keep all summer ci~i! right! warke~ from 
attending !-eN'Ce •. One P.e.byterian ,hu.ch took e",eplian ond admitted ~aluntee .. unlllloday, 
when twa white ~alunleerl we.e lurned away by Ihree while men wl-o told them they had "eau$ed 
too mu,h diJ$en,ion in church." At 0 Melhodi" Church, faur while "olunlee" were re fv!-ed 
altendonce for Ihird ... eek in raw. A3 lhey left church, "group assembled around their ,or, ,hoved 
them inlO Ihe car, and ,lammed the door with ,vch force the window cracked. Thei r car wg, 

followed to ill de.tinction by pici<-up t""k. 

Greenwood' Silo, M<:Gee, Ihe young mon whose July 16 healing led to f;"t ""ell, under ci~iI 
righb "ct, and hii b,other Joke are mobbed by lSO-200 white. OJ lhey le""e theale, "fter Ihey 
walked from lheater ro ,or. Joke hit repearedly by white •• 80th ."eei"e cub and abn: .. ion. of 
face and ohouldef5 and glo .. in eyn when a coke bottle i. th.own Ihrough car window. 80th 
Ireated at LeFlore Co. Ho.pitol, then trapped there with SNCC sloff membe ... un t il 1 a.m. a, 
Carl of armed wflite. blocked all rood. leading aul of fIo.pi tal. FBI, 10'01 pol ice, highway ""trol, 
and .he,'" refu.e prolec tion aul of hospital, vntilla.m. After more tho" Ihree hau ... 0 1 wailing 
behi"d locked doon, the sheriff followed SNCC stoff ond McGee cor to Ihei r deotinatio"s. 

JULY 27: Jo,k$9": Aaron He"ry, Ed King, M .... Viclorio Gray replied publicly to Sen . Daugla.' (D-III. I 
"ca"dliatary .uggesHon" thaI no Mississippio"! be !-eated at ,onvc"lio" or the deleg" tian be "",f 
Dixie crat, holf Democro t ic: "we are dubious of ~o lue of de legation that i. hoi f -sl""e, ha If -f.ee .• 

Canlo,,: 0" arrival a, bus .torion, five NCC mi"isten are threolened by ,eve" local while • . 
When mini,te" try to leave .tati"" in cor with two local Negro housewive., their car i. ttapped 
in narrow, one -way alley for twa hou". One local while .'aps his ,or in fro"t of them, the 
otr.er ,raps in rear. Separate crowd. of 100 wfli les, SO Negroe. gother. Local Negra ale rt. CORE 
.t"n, wn.o .e nd pick ...... p truck 10 see"" and persuade loca l .heriff to let mi"ioters drive out of dley • 

. 8rick tk,ow" through ",ir.OOw of Neg' o barbershop in neighborhood wfle .e Freedom 
held . 

While volunteer arrested for "failure to yield Ir.e right of way" as fie drivel a g'oup 
children for valer registra l ion corwossi"9 o"d leaflet dis trihvlia" for on FDP 

preci"cl Fined $16.SO. 

in Moon lok~ Bo p"" Chu ' eh. 0","<:. 01 plo"'otian acra ... 
if a"y mare civil rights meell"9' were field there. (2,399 
of 3,576.) 

Bo teoville and Hally Spri"IP' Precinct and ,,,,,,,ty meel'''9s. 

Gulfport, P,,, :"cI neeting •. 

JULY 28: Itta Bene; Voler regiltrotion house broken into duri"9 "ight. franl porch .upports broken, leaving 
badly "'gglng rocf. Door holf lorn off, all windows broke n. Pal l ers urging cili",e"slavote for 
fon"ie Lou Hornet in Demacrali, primary ripped off. Volun turl have received several threatening 
pha"" calls abou t 'fie house o"d ~aler regi.t ration ac t ivi l le' there. 

Holly SWing!: Polica ,a" .urroundi"g school wfler. FDP preeinci meell"9 was being field afe 
them ... lve ...... rraunde~ by apptOximotaly 200 Negra FDP parlicip"m's .i"ging freedom sang •• 
Pa,ti';panls ggtflerec around cars a. they lefl school late at nlgfl'. Police record licef"l$f! of every 
ca, at schod, .tap about 70 drive" 'a check license., orre.t five on various Iroffic chorll"" SCOOoI 
,uperintende"t ",id re would burn or lear dow" scl-.ool if meeting were held there. 
Vicksburg: Precinc l meeti"g.-...fDP Clarksdale: FOP ,ounty meetirog . 
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JULY '29: 

JULY 30, 

A Negro SNCC ,Iaff member cha~ed fram a Iradilianally while barber map by a raZar
" If you dan'l get oul of here, I'll kill you." 

A planlation worker fired for being 0 fr .. dam n!gillronl ond attending twa valer 
rollie •• Plantation renler t,lI. Negro: "gel off lhe ploce and dan'l came back. You're 

i the "aler r'gillrotion and I dan' t wonlla have onything 10 da with you . " (Thil type 
OCCUr. aft .. n; it is .... Idarn reparled in detail.) 

Greenvill .. , FOP precinct mutingl. Gulfparl: County meeling--FDP. 

Moriah Boptil! Church, a Negra church locoted in 0 comr.lelely whi te 
to ground la.t nighl. Although many hamel ore local .. d c o.e 10 Ihe .ile, 

Wal no t no tified until loa lote to halt the fire. 
,h. 

Gulfp?rt: Local Negra valunleer farced into car 01 gunpainllo.1 nigh l, blindfolded, and taken inlo 
a roam 01 a location he gue .... d 10 be Biloxi. Five men question him 01 lenglh about COFO activit;e, 
They offer to pey him well for information aboul people and ar90nilation. who can!oct COFO. H, 
WaS 1'>01 injured Or molelted, except for One man repeatedly paking him wilh a gun. FBI ;""e.tigatin! 

Drew: Negro SNCC volunleer and Ruleville Negro valunleer arre.ted in Drew for di.tributing I .. afle l 
for FOP a n public property withoul penni!. Talal bond for two: S6OO. 
Meridian: County meeling. laurel: Precinct and counly meeli~. 

JULY 31: Brandon; Ple010ni Grov .. Mi11ionary Bopti" Church burned 10 ground 1011 night. Fi re departmenl 
came 10 .cene, left before fi.e pul oul, Ilating they had "been coiled 100 lale." A bulane tonk 
wo. bu.ied next to church. FBI inve,ti9Ol in9. 

Corlhage: Rev. Edward Ie Heininge" Nce volunleer, and )ohn Polacheck, .ummervolunteer, 
brula"y beoten in office of Or. Thaggard Sr. in Modd .. n today. Polach .. ck had gone 10 clinic 
y ... lerdoy for medical treatmenl, bu t I .. ft wf,en he wo. told to go 10 N .. gro wailing .oam (h .. i. white). 
He came bock today with mini.l .. r, and both were mel in woiting rOOm by daclor who began bera ting 
H .. ininger fa, hi. civ il "gh" work. While they w .. , .. lalking, Heininger wQ, hit from behind. 
Polacheck ... Iimal ... lhat belween 5 and 10 men beallhem for approximalely 5 mi....,I .. '. H .. ininger 
... pa.led thol Ihe <l=lor pu,hed him from Ihe fronl inlo lhe punChel of hi, a,,,,,ilanli. Heininger wa. 
kl'>Ocked uncanociou" ",Hered ,eve.e injury 10 Ihe lefl eye with palSibl .. internal injury '" the ey .. , 
"'vere lacettllian, af ,call' and foe .. , conlUlianl an bock of neck, bod cuI an lefl ear, and ,welling 
of moulh and IiI" with pa .. ible injury 10 gum •• Palocheck gal 10 Iheir car parked outside clinic and 
pu lled in the mini,ler who wos an his back ouhide the car. One of ... verol white, 'landing around 
car grabbed keys . A deputy ,hedff I;mived, handcuffed Heininger and Polocheck and jailed Ihem 
for dislurbing peace; the daclor had repo. ed they hod used profanity. They were released on calh 
bond of $100 each after being braughlla stalian in a nanoffidally morked pick ...... p truck and car. 
Trial ... t for Sug. 27. 

'.,~'''':': ""olunteer arrested for reckless driving and .peeding. He wal nol informed 
ec"", held 01 police ."'Iian under arre.l. AI .tation, he was aroked whether 

i" and wo, hit on hand when reached for tickel 10 ... e whol charge' '.""" 
Silos McGhee and a Summer volunteer arreiled for driving wilh im proper vehicle 

cars hod temparary 7-day Tenne~see licenle logl. Negro SNCe worker reparted Ihe 
G, .. ,",,.,doffi<,~ over ca. radio, Ihen WO I arrested for relilting orre.l. To",1 bond; $200. 

Il9tuville; Three shats fi'ed lale lost night post Negro home where five volunleers stoy. July 26 
the same hame WOI teor 901 bombed. A loca! while reparledly hal th.eatened 10 kililhe hame 
Ow""r if he doe. 1'>01 oust the volunteen. 

Shaw; Three white valunteen mode to lelNe Negra high schao! cafe teria where tney hod been invite, 
to a fund-railing supper. They were warmly rec .. ived by ,tud .. n'" and supervising leacher, bul we ... 
told by princi pal they must fi .. 1 secure permilSian of superinlendent to enter Ichool. One vo"mteer 
called Ihis an "e xcellent demonslrotion of the foCI thaI nat only Negroe. but whites 01 ... are nat 
free in Mi .. issippi." 

Ruleville: Precincl meeting •. 
< 
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AUG. \ , HolI ~ Sprirws: Woyne Yoncy, 21-year-o ld volunteer lrom Chicogo, killed in heod-on collision here 
today . He wo. possef'>ger in cor driven by SNCC worker Char lco Scale.. 80th ore Negro. HighW<lY 
palrol cloimed Scoles pos..,d (mother cor near hil l cre,l, crossed yellow Ii"" , ha oncoming cor. He 
wo. charged with monsloughler, hospi lolized with injuries. SNCC sloffer and summer volunleer nune 
who tried to v is it him were bodily Ihrown oul of hospilol in Memphis, Tenn . 

Greenwood: Two locol Negro volunteers o"e.ted for disorderly condvcl in fronl of ,lore be longing 
10 pal ice officer Henderson , who dragged 0 p<egnonl Negro woman on paveme nl during F,eedom Coy 
demonslration . At police stolion, officers twisled one volun leer' . ormS behir.d him, kicked him, 
shoved hi, heod Ihree limes o9"in.1 0 concrete wall, hil him in moulh wilh stick, shoved ond kicked 
him into cell, kicked him 7 more lime. olter he lto ll to II""r--ond lhen refused him a doctor. Boil 
originally set ot S50 each . 'v\1,ite volunleer arres ted SOme night On Negro bu.ine .. slreel . He was 
treo ted roughly by police during o"e,t. Officers pushed, kicked or.d . tomped on hi, fee t Olt stolion. 
FBI visited him within minute. of his confinement to os!< if he hod been beOllen . Bar.d orig inall y ... t 
at $100. Wnen SNCC worker, arrived to bailout all Ihree , they discove~d bor.d hod been 
raised to $200 eoch. All three Were ba iled out. 

COlnton: Six civil 'ight. workers--five white , one Negro--hond ing out Freedom Registrotion form. 
in downtown COlnton ;ailed. 

Vickoburg: FOP county meeting he ld ot Courlhouse, firs t FOP meeting to be held in gavl. building. 

Rvlevill e , Moss Pt . , Jockson: County meeting •. 

McComb: "In Wnite ArMrico" p<odvcl ion 01 Freedom School. 

AUG. 2: Greenwood: Su ....... er voluntee' orrested On Ju. l ic .. of Peace warrant for o .. oull with deadly weapon. 
Arre.1 apparently connected with breaking 01 window in ,lore owned by po lice officer Henderoon. 
Vo lunteer not near .tore, but had been colling jail all nigh t 10 obtain informa tion On olhe r orre,t • . 
She _a held for fou r hours or.d released On $1,000 bond . 

Gree nwood: Annie Lee Tur""r, the preg""n! 15-year-old Greenwood Negro whom officer Henderson 
reportedly dragged ocrass the paveme nl during Freedom Coy ,Ol«"sled todoy while omong group of 
locol youth galhered in front of He nderoon's store. Henderson come, orde red them 10 disperse, Ihen 
reportedly drogged Mr •. Turner to wailing pol icc cOlr. She was held on $50 bond fOf disturbing the 
peace. A police blockade, wilh teof 9<' s equipment , wo, "",intained 01 Hende rson' • • Iore for 2 hou,". 

Greenwood: Locol re,ident orre.ted lodoy while in his front yard. He reported thai po lice cor drove 
by, on office r mode obscene ge.tures, Ihe Negro laughed, the cor backed up, and lhe Negro wos 
orrelted for profoni ty . Bond: S50. 

Greenwood : Shortly ofler midnight four shol. were fi red at SNCC office from "", .. ing cor. 

Jockson: Report of local Negro mon beaten very bodly aft er be ing o"e,ted fa. on occident. 

NOlchez: Po .. ing cor fi.es shals ot Archie Curt i, Fune,ol Horne. Curtis was bea ten 10$1 Feb. by 
hooded men on de.lOlole r""d ou l'ide city. He wo,lured to spol by unidentified coller who laid 
him a woman woo dylngof heart attock. Earlier , Curti. hod participaled in ~ote drive . 

Canton : Shol fired from cor paning approxima te ly .so fee l from Freedom Hou,e. 

Greenville: Counly meeting, FOP . 

Hattiesburg: "In Wnite America" lou" Freedom Sc hool •. 

AUG. 3: Columbu.: Police orres l Negro vo luntee r for driving withoul a lice n,e or.d chaf'9l' SNCC projeci 
director with allowing him 10 do so. Boil set o t S.JOO and $100, respective ly. 

Char le, Weave r Olnd .ummer volunlee r Benjamin Graham o"",ted 
potenlio l Negro voter regi ,Ironlo I ined up outside courthouse . 

with another volunteer, who hod been orde~d oul of courthouse by 
he inquired wha t police were doing 10 Weaver. Both chorged with 

regi,lrQr i, under federol injunction to focilitote re gi.trolion.) 

orre, ted On John Doe warrant for ossoult and bot!ery. Arre,t Item. from 
i i Dr ive. Elde rly white mon with limp come up while volun tee, 

Aug. ! and .Ieppcd on hi, foo!. He o.ked if volunteer wonted 
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to "punc" me in the foce." Volunteer did not r"ply. Todoy he woo picked up from ocre .. the .treet 
from Greenwood SNCC office. Two po lice, one with club, ... rved _rrant ond grobbed h im . He i. 
held on $100 bond. (Thi' i. 8th ,mest in Greenwood th is weekend. AI leos l three of previous 
orre," involved exten.ive pol ice brulol it)' ot io il .) 

JOCkSOni l ocol Negre volun teer orre.ted lor vogroncy in front 01 drugslo,e neot hi. home. He hod 
on SNCC butlon on hi. shirt, reportedly did no t hove hi. droft cord with him. He i. held on 
$225 property bond. 

Clotloadole: 'Mlite Church of Chri.t miniller and white summer volunteer re fused odmiSlio~ 10 
white Church of Chri.t . Church membe .. lell Ihey were "exploiting the church ." 

AUG. 4: W9!hjrg lon. D .C.: FBI onno..onCe. thotlwo 01 three bodie.lound neor Philodelphio 10" night hove 
been idenlilied a. Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner. (Third sub.equently identified 0, 
Jome. Choney .1 

Shaw: Negro "hool. clo ... d indelinitely follow ing ,tudent boycott . Tni, woo triggered by Negro 
princ ipa l ', request that three wh ite voluntee~ leove cafeteria wne re they'd been invited for "hoa) 
fund·roi . ing dinner la.t Fddoy . Student. declored boycoll of cafe te .io, ooke<! Student Union to 
o.semble ' he ir grievance., then called a genera l boycott of the .chool. which waS wpparled by 75 
per cenl of . tude nts. The Un ion called the boycott "becau.e of Ihe inadequale education we're 
getting." lI. demond. included up·tn-dote lexh, a well ... tocked library with Negro history 
mo terioll, work-ho?, ond lohore torie. , fore ign 10ngO)Ogel ond othe r course. needed for college 
entronce . Principal relcyed Ihe •e requesh to white .cr.ool ..... p"rintendent, Ine n nolified .tuden" 
schools wou ld be closed . He,wlly ormed .heriff's depulie. in he lmets soon orrived on scene. 

Man Pt .: Approximately 62 people arrested during voter regi.lrotion meeting held on front lawn of 
SNCC office . Five were civil , ig"" workers, re,l local Negro citizen • . The orde rl y mee ti ng hod 
been in proce .. fo r 15 minUle , when on o .. istonl ~puly .heriff gove the group 5 minute. to di.perse. 
Group .toyed. Wilhin mi ..... te ' 18 hel me ted policemen wi th gun. , boyonet., and club •• urrounded 
Ih"",; 15 minutes 10ler a I'rison bu. drove up. Ten pa lice CO" and two mOlorcycle' 6..fotol 01 40 
olf icefl·-occumuloled. Al l 01 meeling were pul in bus and token 10 jail . "they were Meld for 
breech of the peoce On S300 co.h or $600 property bond eoch. 

I regi.I,,,nl. lined up a t courlhouse thi s mo~ning, occompor1ied by 
we re admitted one by one a t 45 minul" in lervo l • . l eol lets were 

I when civil rights worke~ moved oe ro .. streel, all )3 orrelted for 
among pede. trion.. Chorge. ba.ed on an t i· 1 itter ord; nonce . 8ond: S300 eoch. 

IIAorks· lCDC ollomey received heod in juri es, including large go.h over one eye, whe n he was 
Ihrown ogo inst police cor by ci lr morshol . Allorney orres led for "obs trucling office r in performance 
of du l i ... " and held on S200 hoi. He hod gone 10 Marks to cneck detention of vote r regi.frolion 
worker , when he $Ow marshal hod stopped car filled with civil righ" worke ... He wenl ove r 10 
iMe<ligote and the incide nt followed. 

Jgckson: Afte r being refused service at 1"",11 cofe, 10=1 volunteer cho ... d by wnite mon in pick-up 
truck who fired two .hots 01 him . 

McComp: Pete Seeger held fol k mUlic work.hops 01 McComb Fteedom Schocol this morning following 
evening conce rl los' night. 

H(!tlie.byrg: Seeger conducted fol k music work,ho?, in two Freedom Scnools Ihis afte rnoon. " In 
White Americo" 01 the Freedom School< here. 

Meridian: Communily concert by Seeger in lIJPport of Summe. Projecl. Four people refu.ed .e rvice 
ot .upposedi y integrated "Dciry Quee n." Bu. driver refused to pick up perron wearing CORE , hirl . 

Cleveland: Cor with 3 or 4 armed while~ c ircled hou.e of local volunteer oolween midnighl and 
1 a.m., parked briefly about 100 yards from her home . 

~UG . _ 5: McComb : Two teen-oge Negro hoy., .tudents at McComb Freedom School, hove received harassing 
phone calls from two while g irls . 1I0y. were arre.ted few doys ago, and ye.lerdoy were .entenced 
10 yeer in jo il eac h under Miui .. ippi'. recen t phone hor~ .. men l low. 

Notchu.: MI. Pilgt im Bc.plisl church in Finwick ' ted burned 1011 nighl . 
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AUG . 6, 

Show, Thirty-five porenh are arganizing auociotion to meet with school board and high .chaol 
faculty. In addition to $ludents' demands which led to boycott and dosing af lenool., parenh 
will toke action agoinst in.odequ<>te IChool I"ncn pragrnm, problem. of .plit ",ssion ond mechanic. 
of de"'gregolion in s",hacl sy.tem there . 

.Iock""n: Community concert b)' Pete Seeger. Gulfport: Free Southern Theole r production of 

i t :;00 de le90te. flOm precinct mee t ings ond c~lJ'n~J~'f,fe'llffJXi' b~lended 
t the MilSi •• ippi Freedom Democratic Porty. Alternate. 0'1d ab",rvers 

1 ,000. Slate 01 68 delegate. and olremore. was elected to rep,e",nt 

j
~!~~;~t Democratic Convention. Hattiesburg housewife Mrs. Vielorio Gray i ,and Rev. Ed King, whire choploin of Missi .. ;ppi's priva te, 

Notional Committeeman. Dr. Aaron Henry, C lorkodole 
r pre.ide nt .Iate NAACP, named permanent d.a irrrKln of Convention, ond 
of NOliona l Conve ntion delegotion . Afte r Conve nlion, newly elected Sl<Jle Execut ive 

Commitlee nomed Pall Chr isrian re.iden! loure nce Guyol cilCi,mon and Holliesburg re. idenl 
Mr! . Pelh"lY J. Connor lecreUlry of Porly. M.s. FMnie lou Homer, candidate forCongre~. in 
Mississippi'. 2nd Diwicl, nomed vice-<:""irman of delegation and Mil . Annie Dev;n e of 
Conlon, se crelaO)' . Address of keynoter Mi" Ella J . IIoker, currenlly coordinator of Woshington 
omce of FOP, rece ived .tonding ovotion ond .parked .pontaneou. morching and Fr .... dom song in hol l. 
Among re.., lulion. adopled were ,l<Jr_enr 01 loyally 10 Nat l. Democratic Party platform & condidales. 

Gulfp:?rl: "In \ll;hite America," Free 50utflem Theoler production, a t Freedom School •. 

AUG . 7: Meridien: Over 200 pe"ons garhered a ! fou. churche,!o lake por! in memorial p'ocenian for . Ia in 
c ivil rignt< worker .Iom~. Chaney . Wolk i">l in .ilence, two abreast, in sombo.r dless, Ifle mour ne rs 
joined opproximotely 400 Olne .. lor memarial .ervice at Firsl Union Church. Procenian and .erv ice 
fallowed p'ivat~ buriol of Chaney in Meridian . Immediolely follawing ",rvice, Free Southern 
Theater production of "In White America" woo pre.ented 01 church in conjunc t ion with Freedom 
School conven. ion wnicn began here tonight. 

i American Negro Lobor C""neil and long.ime head of 
I rna .. mee t ing of .tudent' and plrent. of .Iock..,n 

opened 

Aben:leen, Inleg'oted group relused ",rvice al Tom Re,taurant and Elki n Theoler . 

Jockoon; SNCC ,l<Jller Ivanhoe Donaldson orre,ted for improper driver', license . He we. not in 
ca r at lime of orrest. There ware fou' integroted cars in franl of hause 01 which he wOI picked up . 
Sond: 550 

Jackson: 'M1i te co .... 1II. volunteer Mary Zeno ond locol N"g", voluntaer Rommie Orai n cha",d by 
while rn<;m with pi.tal "'I bello. Iney canvassed far "atar regi.lrotion. lane . 

.Iochon; Freedom Schoo. coo.dinalar Tom Wahman arre.led ond fined S17 lor fa il ing 10 yield proper/ 

AUG II, Jockson: N. Y. polholagi.t Dcv id M . SPain, M.D., reported !odoy ofte, pa.t-mortem exomi"" tian 
of body of .lome. Chaney, "y, lay terminolagy--Ihe jaw was .hatte red, Ihe left.hou lder and upper 
0,," ware reduced 10 a pulp; the right forearm we. broken completely aero .. ol.everol point., and 
the .kull bone. were broken and pushed in toward the brain. Undar the circum.tance ., the ... injuries 
coold only be the re.ult of on e Ktemel y .evere beating wi th eilher a bl"nl inslrument Or cMin . The 
other fracture. of the .kull and ribs were the .e.ull of bullel woond •. II i, impo.sib le ta determine 
whether Ihe deceased died from tfle beo t ing before the bu lle t woundo were inflieled . In my e de .... ;ve 
eKperience af 25 yean a. a pothologi , l and o. a medical examine., I have neve, wi!n .. ",d bone , '0 

",verely .haltered, eKcept in IremendollSiy high .peed a~",idcnl$ luch a. airplone cro,hel." 

Two men, Clif lon Archie Key., 51, and his nep/1ew E.tus Key., 31, were tried 100'0y 
10 beating of Rabbi Arliwr Lelyveld, 51,01 Cleveland, Ohio. Pair pleaded ""Ia 

';;0.';;";;, i arraignment, and pl id fine. 01 SSO') each . They al.., received 90 day su.pended 
sentence. condition of go<>d behavior. The charge woo changed by Di.t,ict Allomey James 
Finch fmm oo>ouit and bottery wilh intent 10 maim to .imple auaul ' and bottery. 

Approximate ly 150 oohlonding .Iudenlo fram throughout .tale gathered fo r Freedom Sch:>ol 
i he re loda),. Resolulion. brough t by .tudent delega tes /rom Iheir communi ty Freedom 
were di~ide d into four groups; Fore'gn Relation., Medical Care, Education, and Public 

i and worl"hop. field in each area . "Seed. of Freedom," 0 Holly Spring' Frudom 
production bo",d on I ife and death of Medgar Even, woo performed during evening, o. well 

as Southern Thea ter production of "In \'oo1,ite America . " 
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AUG . 8, Toligholcbjc : Four mcm~rs of 0 local fomily--Ihe fi .sl N egro fomily 10 oltempl 10 regisler 10 voTe 
18 - 18 - 18 from Ihis counly in severo I decodes--hove ~en sleadily horoued since Ihey ollempled 10 regisler losl 

Tuesooy. On Tuesdoy nighl Iwo lruckloads of whiTes wilh gun. come by 01 6 p.m., 10 p .m. , ond 
3 a.m. mauling oboeeni 'ie, ond threats. They hove been bock .everol t;me., and lhe fomily is 
naw ofroid to go 10 work in Ihe field •. The Counly Regislror i. currenTlt under a courl in juncl ion 10 
delermine the '1uollfko t ion of Negro regi.tron" by Ihe .ome .tondords 01 white., nol to limi' Negro 
regi,lranl. 10 coming in one a ' a time, ond nol to use lhe constilulional interpre lolion ... cl ion of 
Ihe regislrotion form . Approximalely 70 per cenl of lhe county', populo lion i, N"9ro. SNCC voler 
regislro l ion odivity begon here two weeks ago . 

!ili!;m:: Two crOll burning. here we~ re ported night of Aug . 6-7. 80lh were opporenlly intended 
10 frigh len locol fomilie. involved in civil rig ~ I' work. 

AUG. 9: Mile.lan: Shorlly ofler midnighl 0 bomb W<I. thrown in rood opproximole ly 40 yord!. from new Freedom 

AUG . 10, 

Cenler. Thrown by whi le. from poning cor, the bomb left 0 hole opptox im<llely one fool dee pond 
50r 6 fee l wide in rood. Tr,e ", were no injuries. 

1::00; Ihree conni,te r) of te<Jr go. were found on lown of Freedom House here. Locol 
removed conni.te" before FBI cou ld toke finger prin". 

Canton, " In White Americo" praduced hel.e tooight. 

An elderfy Negro mon ""' •• hotto death in 0 go. slotion here this morning. AilMugh 
"",:"it seem. conf irmed thol Ihe mon ordered go . ond either had forgotten hi . bil lfo ld ond 

o;::',~;~;,::r,;.;::o:,;.:;cei ved more go. Ihon he had ordered and refu.ed to poy for tne exIra. The 
S begon 10 beal him . A local po liceman .hol ond kill ed the Negro who woo uflOlme 

'" 
, 

oltempt woo 

Conlon: "In While America" pre,ented here lonight . 

10 

mph in a 

he re 
I~ 

AUG. II, Gl uck,todl: MI . Plea.onl Church in Gluck'lodl burned to ground lost nighl. II had been u,ed doily 
0' Freedom School si te. Within minule, ofler I.,o" ing ~ile, while voluntee, J im Ohl. orre.ted for 
rec~I .... driving. 

Abordeen: 'MIlle volunlee r Joel 8ernord ollocked by locol wh ile mOn 10<loy whilo engaged in vote. 
regi.trotion ca""o'ling . Vol"nleer woo with locol Negro filling ou t Freedom Regi. lrot;on form when 
white man drove up ;n pick ..... p t ruck, '1ueslioned him obau t whal he woo doing , .Iruck him 10 ground, 
ond punched him severol l ime •. Bernard ""'noged to breok owoy, ond wos ... arching for lelephone 
when po lice cor po,sed by . While he woo expla ining incidenllo police , ~i, attacker- ....... ho hod been 
followi ng in hi.lruck--<;ame oul "nd begon threo!ening once ogoin. Bernard loken 10 .totion for 
'1ue.l ion;ng , woo re f",ed use of telephone, ond W<I, refu.ed protect ion bock 10 office . He ,,,,Iained 
brui.e. and groted orm. 

il : M". Fonnie Lou Homer, candidate for Congre .. wffered brutal beoling tn County jail tn 
, her "oler regi,t ralion ocliviti"" i. o9Oin beinglhe"I"'ned . One of men involved in he r 

eorl ter beating he, been po"ing b¥ her h"",e toOOy in pick ..... p lruck, poinli ng he r 001 10 a .erie. of 
componions. M .. . Homer, who ,offe,ed " permonenl bock injury from her eorl ie r beoting, state. 
,he feel. lhe m<ln "is up 10 .omelhing dro.lic . " 

Clevelon<i: Prelimin"ry heorlng held this morning On fotol,hooting ye. terdoy of 6O-Y,""r...,ld Negra 
Ne im ioh Montgomery by pol ice offic e r Leonord Yorbarrow of .Marigold force. \lllilne' .... te,tified 
Iho t Montgomery went be"erk socn olte r he drove in lo .Iotion, when ollendcnl o.ked to be poid. 
Monlgomery reporledly ron OctOSS high"",}' 10 I,oiler ond gol hammer, Ihen threole ned 10 kill w""",,,n. 
Service .Iotion ottendonl gol an axe hondle and he ond Montgomery .Iruggled for it. Officer 
Yorba,row orrived and reportedly tried 10 subdue Monlgomery . Officer .hel him twice, bolh bullet< 
gaing into he-ort. Thi. wo. viewed 01 heoling a. ju. l ifioble homicide while acting in line of duty. 

Anguillo : rwo loco l Negro civil ,ighh wo.ke r., l oui, Groot ond Sob Wright, offeoted Iht, evening 
while honding ou t leafle t< adverli.ing Freedom Doy in Rolling Fork. leofle t. urged voter regi,trotion. 
(Bond .el laler 01 S200 on onli-lilteriJlQ char?/! .) 
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AUG , 12: Aberdeen: Poten t;al Negr" ,egi,frents lok"n 10 Court .,ou,,, todoy fouod il closed. Official. there 
wid reg i, l "" woo sick. The'" i. no dep.>ty reg"'ro , . 

go ou l 

Ruleville: 

Six local Neg.o youth. ,,,,,, oI .. d lodoy while 'lending in f,ant of Dori.' ,lore in Bopli'l 
At 1...,,1 one bealen. Doclor and nune dispatched to jail. Charge .... nknow". 

regi,te. 01 TolI,,;"' ,c!.'" Co. C"u,tho ... , .. here ye. te rday . 
and truch with goon. prominentlr. displayed were 
. PotenTial r"g;,lronts wer" ob e 10 10k .. le,t 

1o ceo ... di.crimi"" ' i,,n . Sheriff 01.0 under Fed .. ",] 
applicant • . 

loca l Negro .cl\ool organizing to force teachers 10 ,eg;.le, to vote. Only 
0100 pressing to improve school condit ion" and to dop practice of 

'i"h;~II'.:operolio .... . Cia ..... reportedly hcve clo,s field doys when .tudents 
cotton to ,,, i,e money for .ehool . 

Mrs. Homer threatened with murder in telephone call to her home tonight . 

Oak Ridge {near Vichburg}: Three people who hav" wpp:>rted fOP bea len and .not 01 lost night by 
men wlth floods OVer their he<ld. and in robe.. He nry all in., hi. wife Lucy, and their ne~t door 
neighbor n",moo Hick attacked by three carload. of men. Atlacke~ broke doors of bolh hot!.e. or><! 
fired nign-pawered rille 01 Hick's hou .... Both Mr."nd Mrs. Ollin. bea ten; she suslained damaged 
hip, while he suffered ralher ... "ere bea l ing, occortling 10 Vicbburg ho.pilal. Hick managed 10 
wrest hodd off one of men, and has de!;"ered ilIa iheriff. According 10 MSP .pake"""n, 
·Worren Co. pride. il ... lf on no l ha"ing a 'Mlile Ci ti:ten. Councll, let alone a KKK." 

OCe<ln Sprins. (near Gulfport): In two >epara le incidents , two lacol Negro men ,hal or here today. 
19-year-oid city employe Colvin Galloway culling gro •• near beach whe n threa whi le men drove 
by or><! Fired pi, lol .hots . Second incidenl ;nvolved mon oboul 50, Borney Brook.. Hi. attackers 
may ho"e been SOme o. tho.e of Golloway. Neither woo h1l by shols. 

B il o~i: Renl,,1 of local .Iore for precinct meelins ccncelled by owner todoy when SNCC posler pu l 
.;p:-[ocol people re portedly laid him they feared he wo, going to "move the nigras in . " 

Brandan: St . Motthew. Boplist Church here burned to graut>d 10. 1 night. Fire deportment 
.P"ke.man laid AP lha l de portment woo unable 10 slop Ihe fire. 

Mrs . Dorelheo Jackson, local Negro woman, orre.ted yeslerday when.he would no t 
10 white woman on bu,. M r< . Jock""n reported ly woo pulled off bu. by policeman. 

rf>o l knife woo plonled in her pur.... Charges o. yet unkown. 

Lex ington, "In 'Mlite Amel;co" produced here . 

AUG. 13: Canton: 18-year-old Gluckstodl Freedom school studenl , whose .chool . ite was oorned to gr~und two 
<Ioys ago, orre.led today fo r alleged reckleu driving and attempting to run Constable Bruno Holly 
off rood. 

Report here of third shooting in 24 hou .. at local N egro ci t izen., none hit. Aha here 
whit e wome n on pick -up lruck attempted 10 run aver local Negro woman. 

WHlie COf ler , ono lhef Negro Cleyelond re.idenl, offered $200 
"10 gel rid of" Ihree local Negroe.- - Elijoh Smith, Aaron 

active in yater regi, trotion ac t ivi ty . Corter reportedly 
second man reported it to COFO. 

",l~:j;h:;::~::~"",:Ron Bridgeforlh jailed 01 Sto rkv ill e today on chef9l" of refu.ing to be 
. He hod gone 10 couflhouse 10 pay p,,,king fine. aond: $500. 

Rufeville: 19- yeor-old while volunteer Jo.eph Smith a rre.led this evening in Drew on charge. of 
"con';"'ct lending to incit" a breach of peace" while p,,,.ing high ochool campus. He if in 
Drew City joil; bond nat set. 

Greenwood: Prod~ction of " In 'Mlit" America ." 

AU G . 14: McComb : Supermarkel aeron Slreel from church si'" of McComb freedom School bombed before 1 
o.m. lodoy. All window. shollered and wolls ond roofing damaged. 810.t, which left lorg" hoi" 
in g round, olmo.1 knocked down yote. reg iSlralion worker in Freedom Hou ... two block-away. (""er) 
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AUG . 14 (Coni.): Immedia tely ofter " xplo.ion, wni'e SNCC .Ioffer Mendy Sam"ein ron ovhide, jumped in to 
cor, pealed by cor wilh Iwo wnile men in it, followed cor until he could record I icense; he had ' .. en 
cor before and found it lilted on McComb SNC". ".vspiciou. cor" li, t. law student Clint HOp'on 
",,, ... Ied for interfering wilh office. o. I>e worked hi, woy ';,roug" crcwd 01 bomb .ile and .poke with 
",.,., of offic",rs there. He woo rel ea.ed on $52.50 bail . Locol voler regi.tration warleer ~I Lee 
arrested when he returned to se",,,,, 01 bombing and charged wilh inciting to rial, threatening life of 
policeman, cUrSing, and diwrderly conduct. Seing held on 5900 bond. McComb SNCC .pokevnen 
slcled he wo, arre.led for no opp>rent '''ClOn. 

No /chez: Tovern ""xl door to Freedom HouII' here bombed tonight . Owners of lovern, on inlegroled 
couple, I iv e in home ottoched to il. T overn owned by Jake Fi.herman ond evangeline Thronlon. 
He i. white, she,negro. No tchez SNCC .poke ..... en repart that polke were circulating thraug), crowd 
of .everal ),undred 'pectotors, . tating thol "the wrong place" had been bombed . Firemen told one of 
vater regislrotion wa",ers Ihere (whom I .... y did not recogn ize) "tho.e ouhic/e agitators are in that 
hou.e. The bomb was .... 1 for lha t house. They're here to .lir up trouble. George Greene renil 
thai plate. · Greene is 20-year-old SNCC stoff member working in No tt),ez. 

Aberdeen: Elkin. theeter dosed down lodoy rolhe r than integrote. There have been twa 
integrotion attempt. 01 theater Aug . 6 and 11. 

Aberdeen: 24 voter regi.trol io n workers had to wait out.ide courlhou.e here 10.1 night as local Negro 
volunteer Lean Smilh tried for traffic violalion. 'M1en Smit),'.lowyer inquired why workers were not 
permitted in courtroom, iud9" soid, " I don't hold trial. for monkey •. " A. wo",e" woited out.ide, 
lar9" group of white. galhe red, mony wilh ba.eball boh . Thi. morning local volunteer Sammy Be", 
who tried to attend Iriol, fired wilnout being given any reo",n by hi. white employer, one of white 

trowd ouloid!! courlnouse la.t night. 
Aberdeen: Three locol vo ler reg"tration wo",e" gi ... en I,offic tickets a. they drove home from 
'egistrotion meeting 10.1 night. Th,,;, thi,d time Ihi. week that Ihi. form of haro»menl u.ed by police 

Hottie.oorg: Local Negro citizen Willie Mae Marlin re-arre.led 10.1 night in connection with c\,Qrge 
of re.hting arrest ond inte rfe ring with palice officer la.t March. Billy McDonald, another Hattiewurg 
Negro 'elide"t, and FDP chai rman Lawrence Guyol arrested at some time, McDonald 0" ",me charge 
01 M ill Marli" and Guyot so/ely for in terfering. Because of legal miwnder<landings, three did not 
know they were >cheduled to a ppeo r for heo ,ing to be held si" monlh. ofler lheir charge. Miss 
Marti" and McDonald ossigned S200 bond ond 30 da ys imprisonment, and Guyol $100 and 30 doy •• 
II i. doubtful t\,Qt Gvyol will be released before the Derno<;rotic NotioflOl Co"",enlion. 

Ru leville: Local attorney hos infor_d ... oter regislrotion worker. here Ihal oil)' while voluntee. 
II")'ing o ... emight in Negro seclion of o..ew, a small town neor he re, would be orre.ted. 

Columbus: Local voter reghlrolion valunlee r Jo),n luther Bell ioiled ot nearby We.t Point loday on 
charges of larceny and dislurbing peace. He was orrelled whil e canvassing for pote"lio l Negro 
registronl$ . Bel l was one of th ree outstanding ltudentl s.elected a s delegale to Freedom School 
convent ion in Meridian Aug. 8-10. 

Hattie.burs: Freedom School teocher Sandro Adickel, UFT vOlu"leer, arrested todoy when .he 
ottempled to hove six of her 'Iudenll check out book, from public librory deemed for whites only. 
After they were refused opplication. for cord., they sot down 01 table. to reod magaz ines. Shorl 
time later police chief Hugh Herrin walked in and on""unced library wol being closed . E ... eryone 
mode to leave librory, which Moyor Claude F. Pillman now IIole. was closed for in ... e ntory. Th is 
i. ,econd l ime Ihi. yeor il has closed fo. i"ven lory. Mi« Adickes and .tudents were followed by 
police from t ime they left librory . They went to inlegroted lunch counter, where woi t re .. said 
she would se<Ye only Negroes. UFT ... olunteer ,,,relied ou t.ide lunch coun ter and released under 
$100 bond on" vogro"cy charge. 

Greenwood, """ile wome n owners of grocery ,tore here fired with ,),o tgun. On crowd of 75-100 
Ne gro pickets todoy . Thei ' 'Happy Dey" . Iore \,Q, been obiect of civil righ ts boycol! for pasl 
.e ... erol days. The re were no in jurie, re ported. Pol ice arrived shor l ly after ,hoo t ing and 
dispersed pickel<. 

Columbus: lCDC Atfomey 10m Connell r o rrested On chorge. of reckle .. driving today ofter pick-up 
t ruck rommed into hi. po.ked COr . Loco wh it. ci l ize" Trovi. Hamilton ron hi, truck i"to Conne lly's 
cor, sma,hing door, shollering window, ond injuri ng poss.enger ond low .tudent Ric\,Qrd 'M1eeler 
~ul On orm by flying glol'~ Con ... II 'I .. I~ oft. r severol hours On SilO bond. . 
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AUG, \4 (~onl . ): As Connelly W(l, being driven home fro<!' Oi.ldct At 'orney" office by summe. \f"lunteer 
Steve Fro..,r, their cor WOo mel by highW<Jy potrol roodblo~k. F",s.e,,,,,,,. given tic ket for imprope r 
I ic"""" , Roadblock then ended . 

Cgotoo· 6u llet fired at Freedom House oT oppro~imotel y 10 p.m . from passing car . No Tniu.iu or 
apparent ck>rnoge . Police come immediol"ly upon being inf"rl'led ond .. e re coope.ative . 

locol while re.i""nl Joe Hopkin, today drove 10 Frudom School while do .. " . in "''';on, 
v" lunTee r obour presence of NY '''pY'e, and Atrorney Andrew Goldman, fumbled • ... ith 

. ,,'1. '.?;.off . Eorlier, Hopkin' lold Negro family Iivin9 ne~1 door'o Freedom School .i,,, ,hal 

:
::r;::,; I . :.~~~;:;rk,e". "berte' get out of th",,, . " He soid, "I 'm going to blow up 'hen ploce. " T .... o 

also lold lummer volun'ee r thot Wlverol ",hile men plonned to "shool up Ihe ploce" 
police sl,,'ed Ihey would pot .,,1 o'ea all nigh t 

AUG. 15, Jock$On: Between 10:30 p .m . and 12:30 a .m " IIote ' registrolion worke' beOlen over heod wilh 
bQsebOll bot outside COFO office, co<food of one whi'e o~d fou, locol Neg'O IIote •• eglo trotion 
worke •• was sho l 01 8' 10 10 times, fou' e'Olles we'e bu'ned .imu110neously. OM local student shol b~ 
while mon, ... hile IIolunleer Phil ip Hocker work ing on pick .... p truck OC'OSI stree t from COFO office 
01 Ihree other workers--Iwo Neg'o, one white __ $O t in cor behind him lighting hi. work wilh he'ld
lights , Anolh, co' dooblep::>lked bes ide cor one lruek . Yo"ng while mon .... eoring bermuda morts 
went up to Ho.oke" hit him on bock of head with bo', ond continveo.o hit him ofler he fell 10 
mee •• AI 10:45 Hocke, laken f,om office '0 Soplill ho' piT(l I, still bleeding obou. the heod , Alii 
crolles bu'ning 01 l~nch SI . (lr>O Terry Rd , opp,o,.;im(l'ely .h,ee blockl hom COFO office; 01 Sun-n
Sand~ Holel, where m(lny Proiecll(lwyerl, d(lctors, minisl~rl, ood flO !ionol p'e .. corre.pondent •• Ioy; 
(It Millsops College; and at Vo lley Rd . and H'Wy . 80, ~ae of soon-Io-be- integroled publ ic .chool . 
White summer IIoluntee , end foo' local Negro vOle. regiSIrO ' ion wor.ers Shol o. 8 to 10 limes by Iwo 
white men in co, o. Ihe~ drOlle Ihrough Jackson . C i,, ;1 .ights wo.kerl slopped when Ihey "'w porked 
police co. , Officer, ofte, heor ing $mith's sto'emen', sen. "" •• eporl ove, rodio .hot "we got I(lrne 
eal(l'ed people who soy l<>me ni"ge<s we'e shoo.ing (It them " As $COn 0$ Oldsmobile conl(lining 
o!laeke r! came clo.e, pol ice d'OIIe off , I n~eSliggling plainclOlhe'man found 5 bullets in the cor, 
WUlie G~nel wa, .hot in leg by while man in car pouing a teen dance he,e, Gynes is in the 
Emergenc~ ward of Universily Ho. pilal . 

Ponder fi.ed upon .aday while driving Hwy 11 in Jalpe ' Co , Shol hil ond ~
:~~~7.~n~~IO::O[:o~'~ Negra vO'er regislration volunleers, Sam &ra'Wn Olnd Dovid MeClinloo, ond 

01 Ir io 's cor a. the~ re tu,ned f,om invelllggling beating U'verol week~ ago 
her mo ther, 

G reenwood: SNCC .taffer Je~.e Harri, OlrreSied today for di.turbing peace, Arrest made under 
wOlrrant, presumably in COMfiClioo wi lh boycott curren tly in operation again,t .everOlI ,to.e. here, 

Greenwood: SiIOl~ McGhee, young mon who.e brutol beoling led 10 firs_ orre,l. under 1964 Civ il 
Righh Act, loot in foce tonighl CIS he SOl in car oollide Lulu ', re,'auront , McGhee olone in cor 
whe" .hol f ired by while rna" in pos,ing OOr . He woo ru.hed to Unive .. 1ty Ho.pilal in ..Iochon in 
cri l iool condilian , McGhee initially brooght 10 Leflore Ho.pitol here, Staff reportedly unoble 10 
remolle bulle t which ente.ed through 'efl . ide of face near t ..... ple and lodged neo, lei l .ide throol . 
Two SNCC .Ioffe .. ,eluied admittance to oo.pital beC(luU' they we re not wearing ,hi.ls; they hod 
laken off thei, ..hirt. to help SlOp McGhee', ble eding . 

.I.!!..Ii..!d : Volunteer ond Ihree Ioc.al Negra vater regi.tration worke .. beaten taday afte, .itting dawn 
for service Cl l theoretkally integrated Kre .. ' depor!ment . Io,e lunch counte' , Ten whi te. oppraached 
as Levelle Key., ..lome. House, Larry McGill ond Ben Horlfie ld being ... <ved, Two of white. beat 
grO<Jp with baseball bot., Ho,tfield knocked uneo'!", iou. . Warnan PJlled pi'Iol on McGill . Hi. 
malMr yelled "Don'l kill my ",n" to woman who pulled phtal . For Ihi. remark, McGill's a,,,,ilonl 
.epo,tedly filed OSS(luil cho.ge Clgoin. t hi. mOlher . SNCC uaffer F.ed Richord."n entered . Io,e 
eo,l ier, wa. asked 10 leave because he had a comera , Ri cho rd""" outside K,n.' when incident 
occurred and was him ... 11 beaten by white. who ggthered at .ce"e when he ca lled police. Hi. 
camera taken by one of his ottackers . Police arrived and warronr. we,e sworn ou t againsl ,everal 
of the attackers . 

AUG. 16: McComb, McComboHke roided 01 1 ,30 CI,m. by 24 pol i~emen in fill" Call, representing ~ily 
police, ,hertff, ond deputie., and highway patrol . Warra,,/s were IOl' illegal liquor, None was 
found, but officers spent good deal of l imll reading letters and literature found in afftce . 
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AUG. 16 (conI . ); T~ .. worker! hod just returned from on e~e"in9 of canv,ming be .. and re .tauranh in McComb 
ore<!, announcing roll ie, and Freedom o.:.y •. The . .. were planned in re.pon ... 10 a period of increa.ed 
violence and han:,....,e,,! by local white community. 

Greenwood: Severo I hundred local Negra citizens gathered 0 1 Friend"'; p Sap'i" Church he •• to 
prote.t .hOOting of McGh"e. Approximately 100 of lho.e who hod 9Other&<! in church come to SNCC 
office ofter me .. 1;'19. Police in full ,iot 9",b, with teor ga •. 4I'luipnenl, blocked off bolh end. of 
slreet on which office i, localed unlil on9')' crowd di.pe,"d . 

Phiiodelphio; Mema,i,,1 seN;'; .. held lodoy for civ il rights workers Jome, Choney. Mi cn..el 
Schwern,.. , ond Andre", Goodman who we." ,I"in he,,, June 21 after inspecting burned-oul 
church ,ile of " FreedoM School. 

Laurel: 'While volunlee, David Goodyeor beol.n uncon.ciou . 01 go. , Iolion he .. lodoy, ond hi. 
companion, while volun lee r Linnell. 8o"ell, 1"0, kick.d ond " lOpped upon . They 1"'" oubide thei, 
co' when lwo while m." opprooch.d or.d osk.d if the y we •• civil righi, work .... Wnen Ihey re plied 
"ye.," lev.,ol whit •• milling oround closed in ond begon beoting Ih.m. Police come in three cors 
immediolely ofter beinQ nQli fi.d. Wilhin on hour ofte , inc idenl, pollce--on bo.i. of lic.ns. 
nvmber--pi eked vp ,me i lonlo' cor. <7<1 •• 101 ion ollendonl clooed .Iolion ond I eft before pal ice 
orrived. Two of Goodyeo,'. leelh were loosened . 

AUG. 17 : Four vote, regis.!""'lion wo"'''''' 3 white ond 1 Negro, Q"e.led on vogrQncy charge. here 0$ Ihey 
lelt public librory which hcd .... Iu.ed them leNice. 5uson Pollerson, Ben Achlenburg, Tom Edword., 
Qnd Bill JQnes held 'In $100 cooh bond 0' $2SO property bond. (Hattiesburg) 

Au :;. 18, 

Rul.ville; Thre. locel Negro youths picked up by pollee he,e ond held lor holf on hou, for 
d:.lribUting onnounc.m.nts 01 tonight'. p'oductio" of "In 'Whi le America." 

Lou",I: An lhcny Lynn hi t twice by possing while c ili zen '" he slood en stre.l co",.r he,. loday. 
lynn woo with locol N eg'o ci l i".n whom he had iusl occomponied to courlhouse 10 loke vol.r 
regi"rolion lest. Lynn coll.d pol ice and poinled out hi. a.soHont 10 them. Aosoilont d.nied 
everything; pol ice had bolh fii. offidovit •. 

Gulfporl: Voluntee r Stev. Mjlf:~~o l.n lodoy by po .. ing wh ite man o. h. I.ft Carnegie Library. 
Mille r .u.tcined ..... e .. bru;le' on iaw, righl temple, and head, and is suffering from omn"io . 
County pollee officer "rrived a t .cene, bu l l.lt withaut providing any oid. Ta"i Ih.n ,efused 10 
take him Ie hospilal . Civil 'ighls wo rkers o"i"ed a t haspiloi with Mill.r obout On. hour oller 
bealing. Th .. y We,e mod. 10 woi t o"""her two t>ovr. for doclor. Anailonl wolked by poli~. offic.r 
and comment.d "I got me one . " Werke .. went 10 city police, wha .. fused 10 toke oclion lor lock of 
complaint . WOrtonl filed by on. of wilnesse. ot whom o.><Iilont had .wung but nol hit. Miller not 
copobl . of filing worron l . Sherilf;. invest igating. 

IndionQlo: Approximelely 25 whi le citiz.n', some of whom we,e reportedly ~ite ClIiun'. Council 
membO"" ettended this ..... ening's ""rfonnonce of "In lII+>ite Americe. " Eighl 10 10 helm. led pol ic. 
arrived in Iwo cen, said there would be no Iroubl •. Ploy leo!ure. in legroled ca.1 of 8; it de.cribe. 
supprenion. end victorie . of American N.g,o in hi. own country. 

WinQ(IQ Co.: Wnite volunleer 1 im Morrison orrelled here fQr loulty driver'. license onc! fined $18. 

Fronk)in Delo"", ROOlevel 1 III offesled ond fined for speeding while going 25 mph in 35 
Roo,eve lt he, been doing re.eorch 'In projecl 10 bring oid 10 civil rights work.". 

reporled by 5NCC .po\<e.men loday. A! 1,3O". m . locol Neg'o 
T, ac ' i~e in civll rights movemenl here, woke up 10 smell of 

smoking under house. Conllagrolion we. smothered with little 
10 ottemp! 10 reg'oIe. os pori 'If Freedom Day. 
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AUG , 18: phj ladelphia, Snorlly before 11 F..m., Aug. 15, "dr,topped oecou olreet from Freedom Scnool head
quorter1 here and dri~er kepi sing .-barreled shotgun paonh.d at office for aboul 5 minutes, left, and 
returned ,econd lime. When two Freedom Schoolleache" filed warront about incident with d;lIrie! 
attorney, official put on it 'nol pldy WOo COFO wanee. who made S9 .64 <I week, "live. off people 
in community, ond 1.0> no olher visible meons of support ,' Freedom School cD"dinolor Rolph 
Feolr."rslor;e ,efu.ed 10 .ign offidavit wilh this cdc/ition. Hls compo"ion, volunteer Waller Kaufman, 
did ,ig" comploin!. Nome of mon with gun i. Known; action on can, i. awoited. Aug. 16 a rumor 
begDn Ip'coding that office and motel aero" .Ireet from ii, whero worl< .. rs eol. would be bombed. 

AUG. 19, 

By Aug. 17 rumor wa. wide.pread--woman a t molel woo Ihrealened and laid worken .he could not 
feed Ihem ony rna,..,. FBi wolched off ice all night; local police took no action . Thi> morning Depuly 
Sheriff Price, officer w,,., o'fesled James Chaney, Michael Schwerner, orod Arodrew Goodmon, cOme 
to office ond 100,1.; fi lm. of 011 wo.-ker$, He cOme by Ihree l ime •• He reportedly hOS been 'lue.lioning 
locol Negro cilizem o. to the workers' octivitie •. Today locol Negro cilizen beo ten by while man 
when he went in lo .tore with Negro girl. Philadelphio .Ioff report. man could be taken for 'while 
orod woo probobl y lhough t to be project worker. He come to office after leaving docto.'. office. He 
wa. frightened ond .efu..,d 10 contad locol pol ice . Fill conlacted, orod man que.lioned fo r abou l 
! hour. One ogent repo.tedly wa, "very ho,tile." 

10 .eek .Iate chatle. 
of new Young Dema

oboul 

exi.lin!! Young !:;~~!:;,~~::;~~~~:;:!~~~;:: Spoke.man JIOted, 

i I in i Club. of "';::;;'~:;;;,~",: 0;';0;';' i. agel demon.tro te. ollegionce to 
.. Democ.alic P'Jtly,' a. c.eed." 

Gulfport: Mon who ye.lerday beat voluntee. S' eve Mill er lodoy wa. 'muted and cfwrged wifh 
os$ou1l. Gulfport resident Jame. Robe,t Thoma. rf\1""..,d on $200 bond. Thoma. ho. only been 
chorged with Ol5oult OS wo"onl ogeimt him woo filed by Mille,', companion Chorle. %eeler, who 
wa, not hit. Miller will .wcar out wo.",nt when able. 

Vicbbu,g, Eorly this morning, bottle hurled Ihrough window of borbe .. ho p owned by Mr. Eddie 
HlOmo., Worren Co. FOP ~Iegole. 

McComb: A. white volunteer Mo.sha ll Gonz drove bock f.om Pike Co. cou rthou.., in Magnolio to 
l",n'pa.1 polentiol Neg'" regislront', he woo followed by four men in unmorked pick-up lruck. %en 
he stopped al .ed light, one ""'nquickly got oul of truck orod begon running a t him. Gonz quickly 
drove off ond wo. followed by truck bock to McComb. Pa.",r.ge. in truck Ihrew boule which 
r'I<ltrowly mi • ..,d going t h.ough window of Gonz ' car. 

Five-gallan can of gor.oline, a bomb _like opparotu., found under Blue Moon bar here. 
10 Jake Fishe" who.e brother '. bor wa, found bombed in lou;,iana o~er the weekend. 

-'1"';01';;:: local Negro citizen. today fi led opplicot ions fa. co.d. al locol lib ra.y here without 
n ta lked with Iwo "poli tely" ond lole. conlected molhe. of one. 

Shaw: Th.ee Neg.o member. of Shew Mi"i"ipp; Studenl Union ente .ed to"'n lib",,>, today ond succe" 
/'ilTTY.egi.te,ed for cords. %en Eddie Short , Jame. John",n Jr., and Willie Wr igh t lefl, lhey 
were followed by four pol ice office .. and ",atched by a number of by.tandel$. 

Three bu~lood. of FOP delegates and olte.no",. to Not ional Convention, O. well os FOP 
lef! from Jackson am ;dot hundred~ of well-wi.he .. late this eveni ng . 
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AUG . 19, 

AUG. 20: 

co"clus,o" of 3!-day ,taff meeting at Tougaloo Cal lege t hi ' weekend, Oir. Robe rt Mos~, 
that Mt .. i.si ppi Summ~r Project would not end. Speaking at pr~ .. confe rence, Moses said 

in <la ' e plu. 65 SNCC stoff and about 30 CORE stoff would . jay in Slote 
figure does no' include those who will come down for mi"imum stay of Ihree 
applying for wor!< during year since Summer PI"O/·ec t bega". Mose . alsa noTed 

I. and ministerial groups hcv~ onr>e<.mced plans 10 pace Mi«i"ippi ope rtl l ioM 
on a pennonenl , 

Nolchez: Owner of house rented by SNCC wo rkers here he. indicaTed he doe. ""T wont to renl it 10 
civi l ,ights workers lor lear of bombing. Company holding house'. insurtlnce indiCaTed it elM. nol 
won l 10 cont inue Ihe palicy on Ihe house. 

Meridion: Church bu rning reported in Collin",ilie . 

McComb: Three polen"ol Negro regillrtl nts i" fron l of Pike Co. courthouse in Magnol ia lold They 
would be lorTe.ted if they did no' move . Three 001 in COr far 30 minute •. Ten minute.lale, whi le 
volunleer Dove G erber orre. led for .peeding enroule from courtnovse to McComb. Bond, ~22.50. 

Meridia", loca l N egro voter reg i,lrtltion worke, Scm Brow" arrested On chorges of disorderly 
cortauct a"d resisting orresl lo"ighl. Re lea.ed on ~50 bond . 

Philodel~io: Increosed horonme,,' and int imidation efforh continue 01 Eve" Molel heodquorlers of 
Ne,hob<l o. mobile Freedom School here. Between B:55 a"d 9,15 p. m. two corloods ond one lruc k 
of while men with 'ifle. v i,;ble porked oUhide headquarters on oul.kirt. of Phi ladelph ia. D.!puty 
Pr1ce observed ""iling as one carlood of white. told him, "We 're 9O"no get Ihe job done tonight. " 
1'I1111e carload. of whi te l parked Or occupants mnled about in fron t of office ond o ther cOri cruised 
in a rea, Ih,eale"ing phone call. received 01 opP<O"imote i"lervols of 5 minute •• Ioti ng "Your t ime i, 
up." Call. contif'IUed 'il ~ a .m. New offic e opened Aug. 14 wilh II wo rke rs, four of them .Iaff. 

Jockson: At p,e .. conference, Projecl Oir . Robe,' Mose. said ''Vole r regislralion drive. will be 
inc reaoed ocro .. ,Iale . Campa igns will be intemified in Ponola and T alloho tchie Co . 'I, where 
recenl cou rt orders hove opened neW po"ibil iti e. for work, ond in ol her count 'e. where legal rei ief 
oppeors immine nt. Also under can. ide rol ion ore .uch oew efforlsa, mobil., l ibraries in ru rol oreal, 
.Irenglhening of citilen. bond rod io .ecurity .y.tem, development of permooenl community ce nler 
facilit ie ., and an odull li teracy program ,peciolly des1goed by SNCC for the Black Sel l . " 

A< . p1ck-<lp truc k drove in lo drivewoy or Freedom Hou.e. Local Negro c itizen 
truck, in oddi!ion to two headl ighls . Wnen 'ruck' , occupant. noli t ed all Ine 

drove off, ond were repor ledly observecllry ing 10 pul out fi.e in bed of truck • 
• lreel, Ihey found gallon jug, broke" , wilh oily rag. sticking out 01 lop. 

t 11o. used que.lionob le b..,ilding leo ... to Iry 10 evic l 
. AI obou t 11 a.m . D.!f>Jty Cecil Pr ice , Sheriff 

prese~ led On e¥ictio" "otice, 1ndicOli"g tho! ,i" COFO 
, Ih.. y hod nol lefl premise. by 1 p .m. The low ofliceri 

ond lhat old letlCnl •• ti ll held !eo.e. Po,"ce, bolh city a"d 
abou t 1 to 3 or 4 p .m. wi t h warl"On t, for orre.1 of six 0" 
i 10 office lale Ihi. oflernoon and ogreed 10 

I On iI to II i properly moved oul wi !hin five day •. COFO 
the ir 10 .Iay in Phnadelphio de.pite lege l Or olhe, Iype. of pre .. ure. 

women told one of wo. ke" this morning: " If you leave u' now , Ihey'li kill u •. Th..y'l l 
i one on lop of I ~ e other . " Addi! ionol sloff wa. moved in to Philodelpl>ia by lale arler

will be .enl 0. soon o. needed, "!O keep our pledge to lhe locol people ," ° 
.poke.mon wid. Today'. legal horo.smen t followed several te",.., hours lo.t nigh l a. 

ollice surrounded by carloods of a rmed whi te. . Followi ng ev iclion nolice, local Neg ro 
c,'izeM come 10 offke and provided "0 fobulou. dinner for u. all." 

~ Herman Perry, Negro callan former, elecled pre.idenl of the Bolivar Improve ment A.sn. 01 
ma .. meeling here Wed. nighl. More lho n l00altended. A"n. plans 10 organize Negra fanner. 
and olhe .. for communi ty plonning ond improvement. With w'de.preod ·Negro uoemployment and 
poverty in o,ea, grou p no pe. 10 become eligible for fe deral aid. To ovoid comple te economic depen
dence, group need. lOme kind of indu. lry to employ Negroe •. Assn. grew oul of Freedom School 
cia .. in polities . Mos. meeting .cheduled for tomorrow evening in Show, to make plcn. for ochool 
boycott and inlegra tion of public Ichool. h..re. 
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26-25-25 
AUG . 20: C lorkodale: Medicol Commillee for Human Rights phY'i ciom Richord Moore a nd Le. Hoffman orre. ted 

for loiler ing while in Ifleir car oul$ide F'eedom Hov!.e here. Released on $1 6 bond eoch; tri al Aug.2L 

AUG. 

co .. follow vo ler regi.ln;>lion 
. Four Five co .. of 
laid 

'" nigger. " 

Gulfp?rl : Loca l Negro Aoron Jane. today woo orre.led while handing out Icoflel. he,e 
announcrng performance by Corovon of Mu,ic folksinger. Jane. now in Juvenile Court cu.lody on 

C'- I b ,. delinquency chorge, 1110 Ser>O: Pe rry'. ""'pe urned 10 ground lole In" even ng. Wood frame 
building deemed 10 be Out of jurisdiction of lito Seno fire deportmenl. 

22: McComb: Local vOler re9i.'rOlion wor1.:er Percy McGhee ocre,led for " Ioilering" in.ide coudhou", 
neo r here 'odoy , Being he ld on S60 boil. McComb police officer pu l le d gun on SNCC ItoH member 
Seep""s Hugh who we,,' 10 po" bond for McGhee . Four more work .. " wenl to joii ond $Ucce"fully 
banded Oul Mc Ghee. 

k. two Freedom S",hool teache .. , one whi te ond one Negro, wo lked along .treet he,e TOday, 
Iwo while pC""'nge" doubled bock, drove by . Iowly, and took their pkture. 

,;: ;;:;~;,~:w;:; picnic given by local N egroe. for th,ee whi te vo ter regi.tr<ltion worker, W<1, 
" On e.l imo ted 15 while men who beol one volun t .. er, repo rtedly wilh . t icks ond 

choin., ond twoolh~". A. grou p sot orou"d privo le lake on Negro-owned form near here, 
.ix while men approached ond osked if g rou p knew "Dixie," When one .'udent began to ploy the "'ng 
o white men grobhed hi. guitor ond threw it in 10k" , About 9 o ther white men come au! of bu,he, 
wrroond ing lake .i te . Wh ile vo lunleer Wi llord Hoyden sow at I"ost two we<lpon. among men: a club 
ond a choin. Weop?n b,oughl down on hi. h~od; he ond loca l voter 'egi.tr<ltion worker Robert Morgan 
plunged inlo 10k" 10 neod bock to fOlmhouse. Shots, p.obably from pi.lol , oimed at them . '#nile 
volunteer David Gelfand wa •• e~e'ely beolen by whi le o.soilanl, . He .u,to ined 'prai""d--pos<ibly 
broktin--w';.h, and brui.". and locero l ions of Ihe b..ck. Hi. o.soilonl h<l, been lentotively identified 
'IS R.V . Lee, Ihe mon who i. to .to~d trial F.id<ly Fa. beating whi le yolun teer Antnony Lynn in Iront 
of Laurel Courthou.e lost Monday. 

AUG 23: . Voler ,egi.lfOlion heodquo,'en h" re we,e objeCI of orson ear ly this morning. Domeg" woo 
, Work"" arrived 01 office toda y to find oll ie gutted, all window. in rcor p<> rl of building 

b",".~. and doo r burned. Neignbo" rep<>ded fi re deportmenl nod pol fire oul at oboul 3 a. m . City 
':',,'~;dlhere woo e ... idence of O'$On, Tupelo""', be"n the scene of FDP organ izing involving 

worke .. , o. well cr. Ihree stoff work"". Offic" wo, opened .i" week. ogo. 

white citi zen held lor J hours lo,t night by five heavily armed , hooded white m<'!n. 
;:::,:"~~:;,.:M:cComb SNCC 'p<>ke,men 0' "p:><>'; hi. Iriends o.e " II Neg roe. ond he l ive. in 

N"m" .. 

AUG . 24: Columbuo: Rev. Cluke Arden and white volunteer Brvce Amundson were lumed away ye. terday from 
l ut""."" Chu'en here ol ler be ing questioned 01 lenglh by mini.ter and chuleh el de", Amundson 
wa, osked to apologize for ha"ing brougn t c N egro to the church 10.1 Sunday. 

~rcenville: Law .tude nt len Edward, and three LCDC lawyers were rofused c room after having mode 
prior r".ervotion at Holiday 1M he re, when monoger!.Ow 0 Negro in their ccr. 

Ho l l~ Springs : l ocol Negro ,flQrecropperMr. J,T, Dean, lumed oH nis land for no apparent reO",n. 
t his " lote.t in series of economic act ion, token ogoin.t Deon ,i nce he appl ied 10 legi.ler 10 va te 
dur ing Mo"hcll Co. Freedom Day Aug . 15. Aug. 16 Dean', cledit cuI off. He wc, laid by la nd 
Owner he woo no longer ne"d"d Ic work the lond . Hi. woler oupply w<:" also cui off. Today HoW<!.d 
Jones, local Negro citizen who mode opplical ion to regisler during Holly Spring. Freedom Day Ju ly 24 
laid 01 courthou • ., thel hi, le.t ho. nol ye l been graded . So for, no ne of more lhen 200 local Neglo 
citi zens who look "01." 'eg i. tlolion le,' tho •• ummer he. been nolified o. 10 whe lher at not he po .. ed. 
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AUG. 24: Locol Neg.o vole •• egistration worker John Hondy orresled he.e fo. di.tu.bing peoce ond 
boM. Arre.1 cOme few hou., oft ... HOMY tolked with Negroe, OOhide Hende.son'. 

store in , which h", been boycOlled for more thon six weeki. Owne., Greenwood police 
officer, yc>ung, p.egne>nl Negra womon oc.oss povement F.eedom Cloy. 'When Hondy slopped 
c>uI,io.. oIore, Hend .. rn>n lold him worronl would be i,sued for hi. orre,I. (Chorges dropped Aug. 25.) 

oWner I""",,,,,w 

~::"!:O;'.;':":;~:;::;::' workerl, Luther Adoms, Cliflon Johnson, .!onnie .efu.ed ",,,,ice 01 Albrughl or><! Wood D.ug ,to.e counter. 
Adom. wenl bock to .Iore eM o.ked if il were 

were .erved wOler, weren'l you?" 

here hove decided 10 boycoll neorby 10UMromol ofte r young Neg.o girl 
10 wOlh clolhe. in "white seClion ." Petition will be pre ,enled 10 lourld.y'. 

by boYCOlling cili zen, demending Ih,,1 di<criminolion there be eMed. 

AUG . 25: Amo')': Three young Negro ~oler .egi.lralion worke .. , Aooi. Howell, AMrew Moore ond E .. ie Corr, 
o.re.led loday o. Ihey c"tw".sed lor polenliol regisl.onl,. T.io sow police coming ond wenl to Negro 
horne. Police e nlered home or><! ""ested worke,s, C""'ging them wilh di'lurt, ing pe<lce OM "forcing" 
Negro w""",n to .i9n fo,m. Locol officiols denied knowledge of whe ,eobout. of workers ofter Ihei, 
arre.1. Howell ond Moo,e loc" ted by FBI lost t hi. e~ening in Aroory Cily i";(. They o,e beiM held 
unde, SIOO bond eoch. Miu C"" 'eleO$ed 10 cus tody of her poren". 

AUG. 

D.ew; Low sludent Len Edwo,ds olfe.ted for reckl e .. driving ofter beinglollowed by Icc,,1 pol,c~ 
c~ief. He m<><;le U-turn ot speed of 5 mi le. per hour. 

Owner of 100<11 10und."",,,1 here refused 10 de.eg'''9''le focilitie. when presenled with 
"''';, locol Negro cilizens. He repo,tedly sloted tho t he ,e"li zed Negroe. constituted 80% of 

but 1001 whiles wc>uld refuse to w,,~ there if portilion removed. He ,epo.ledly told 
"Communists "re behir><! Ihis wnole thing," ond thol "Neg,oe. ond white. h"d 0 good 

in Mo .. Pt. unli I few monlh, ogo when COFO worke ... cIlm .. in. H (On Aug. 26, .ix 
",,,,.Ied fo, urging fellow citi~en$ not III palronize Ihe I",,,,dromerl.) 

Mound 8oY1N· Seven young Negro membe~ of Mi"i"i"", Student Union " ..... Ied totkly for oll"!ledi¥ 
chOSlng wh,l .. ""Ie,mon out of lown. Mon ,hot <>1 ,tudents. Alt/lOugh the ,even, Henry Morti .~, 
Wen<!ell ...... on, He,be.t Sottle, Olive, K~w, ..lame. McK"y , Woller Rick"l, end Gpry D,lIen 
o.e ;" · ing h .. ld in jail, no chorge. h<lYe been ploced "goin.t Ihem yet. 

Columbus; G,,,,,p of 30 Negro ~igh ,chool .tudents followed by ,ix police co~, "ne conl"ining 
,h .. ,m ond pol ice dog, o. they wolked 10 voler ,egi,lralion meeting lost night. Police , .. meiMd 
oul,ide meeting for ove.! hour ond lole, ,eturned 10 cofe whe:.e g'oup hed firsl gothered . Police 
enle,ed c"fe ond told ,Iuden" who hod ju,t ,elumed f,om meeting t hat they were 10 go home. 

26; Contoh, George Joh"son, .egi.t,otion worker, wo, ,hoi ot th, .. e lime. on hi, woy to Freedom Hoo.e 
early t i, morning. He woo "pproximerle ly three block. from the house when cor pu lled up from 
behind "nd fi red Ih,ee ,hoh from opp,o~imol .. ly 500 reet owoy. John.on identified c", o. pol ice 
c"r .ince it woo equipped with seorchlight "rod ... d Wtlrning light on lop. John><m , who both 
h""rd the: .ho" ond sow Ihe flo.h of Ihe bullets, ducked int" neorby "",he. "rod soughl .helter in 
o locol hou,e. Awoxirnolely 10 minulesloler he ,tatted back to Freed<Jm House down onolher 
.treet ond ,Ia led Ihol he .ow "the som .. police co, which came pa.1 me 0150 or 60 mile, pe. hc>ur, 
.hining its .pollighl on me. " Johnson entered anothe, locol hom .. for .efuge. L"le 10,1 week, 
Johnson, in ,e.ponse to Conton CORE off ice policies, regi,tered wilh the police "." c,vil 'igh" 
worker ond gave the Freedom Hou.e 0, hi. home oddre ... 
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36 Partial List of Racial Murders in the South in the Last 2 Years, April 1963-February 1965 

 

MEMO TO : 
PROM : 

Louisiana 
HE , April, 1965 

Attached you Will fina a partial list of racial murders that have occurred 
in the South in the last two years. Though they are only a BIlIall aample 
of the violence that is traditional 1.n the South towards Negroes and their 
White supporters, they are a shocldng eXMIple of the lack of Justice in 
the region. In not a single case has a defendant received punishment for 
one of these crimes, and in all rut one case there has been no conviction. 
In all of these cases the identity ot the Idller was known, at least unof· 
ficially. 

Some of these murders received little or no publicity on a national level. 
Most fade out of the minds of the public Just as quickly as they fade fran 
the front page of the papers and from the television screens. 

We feel that. very little has been done to attack the SoutheITl system of 
leniency to_rds those who camnit violent acts against Negroes and ciVil 
rights workers. Perhaps one of the causeB is a lack of awareness the 
public has of the reality of the Bituation. The murderB sre too short 
lived in the minds snd hearts of the American people. 

Therefore, CORE in the South is beginning a program to remind Americans of 
the deplorable state of Southern justice and to stir their consciences so 
that they will demand lsg1i11ation to correct the s1t.ust10n. In view of re
cent developmentB in Alabama and Louisiana, we are demanding the following 
additiona be made to the voting bill now pending in Congress to desl -..nth 
violence in connection with racial and civil rights matters : 

1. 

-. 
Legialation requiring enforcement of 41.0. protection ror the exercise or 
all Constitutionally guaranteed rights by redcral marshalls , PEl 
agenta or other appropriate federal agents ; 

2. Legislat:1on requir1ng the Justice Department to make on-the - spot 
arrests or Violators of Title 18, Section 241 - 242 of the U.S . Code; 

,. LegiBlation making crimes of violence, especilllly lrIurdera,1n connection 
With civ11 r1ghts and race, a major federal offense, 

Because of the intim1dation 1n many areas of the South of Negroes Who at
tempt to register to vote, use certaln public accommodat1ons, and exerc1se 
their Constitutional rights , we believe the 1965 CiVil Rights Act and the 
proposed voting bill, as presented, Will have little effect without the 
above provis1ons. 

To begin this program, we hope you will circulate the attached list as 
Widely as p08sible 1n your erea. We hope you Will make copies of the liet 
and aubnit 1t, Illong With your own dell!Bnde for improved legielation, to all 
of your local newspapers, rad10 and TV etations, local orfic1ale , Senatore 
and Congres8!1en. Demand that your Senators and COng1'es8l!len work ror the 
inclusion of the above in new legisla.tion . 
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4}6$ 
con: SQutprn ~oMl. Offlce/22C1) Dry1ld .. StreetJlfelt Orl_ . La, 7011) 

PJ.lI'IAL LIS~ OJ' RACIAL NURD.ii:RS 

III 'flie SOU'fa I II 'fR": LAS~ 2 Y~ARS----

April. 196) _ I:!UUam Moore . \'h1te , )0'. 
GadBton, 41a_ 

OORi "Orkn •• hot t o deAth 011 J'reedo .. .. ,. 
A ..... n.lIt arran&d. !P rollVlCTIOl! 

lUllO , 1963 - ~&r ber., !1et;1'O. )0'_ 
JnetlOn, Mi •• t,.ippi 

llMCP J'1dd Socretary. IlbQt te d.oath 
at h.iII boa. tilt c1rll r1,;htB 
_Urltie. 

A .. allan t, llyroll De la ;;ecl:v! th. I\eaber 
ot \'hit. CHilena Cou.ne11, arrnted. 
2 t rlah, hu.lIt; juria", ID OOllVICTlxJ! 

SeptW;ber . 126J _ Carol Ibbertlon. N .... ro . 14 

J"n\Ulq, 1964 - ~l_ lll.an, Ii .... .., . lIo()'ft 
Liberty, 111 'f"/ilfir.S, ~ ~ 

Shot to deAth lit hU boEltl; bBd wit- (-'/ 
n .... 4 II lihUe _\:.ate repre.omt.ative 
ldll a No,!''O 1n 1961; a1rder f"011o"ed 
2 yllAr' of oonet ..... t hIIr1'lllllzlilflt ; ~"1(l
tl.l:l had a.ked 'for federal ~..,t""UoJO , 
but ... nfuBod. 
Jlo IIrreBh, 19 CO!1VII7l'IO!'8 

hb¥»!LU . 196!1 - 1 ..... !IIln . 2 .111111, t; •.. 1'CI 
20'e or )0" 
Woodrlile. Mi •• 1"lppl 

Shot to daath 1:> p1r-:M car 
l!io IU'reRt, 19 CUl!VlCTIOJ' 

Cy,,!;h1:1 Vedey, Ne.,ro, 14 March , 1964 _ Nan. N.~ro, Uo'g 
NatehOE, M1 •• 1."lppi 

Shot to deatb at nltht ill c:ar 
lIo "rren , JD QJIflIC'flW! 

Addie Jle,e Co1111'A , Ile,;rc, 14 
Doni .. JoIclbili; If.,.;rc, 11 

Killed 1n church. bo::;bitlb 
liD arrash , m COI!VI2'l'JOJ! 

S'l'tllRbftt 1963 - Virgil Wart! . llebro, 1) 
.Bil'lll1~ , AlBbaaII 

Shot to death by tvc h"lIA"... bo),", 
\/hits , willl. 1'1ding hI. bteycle 

A .... nant •• rr.ated, Su.pellt!.d "lntene. 

S.pt.lOber. 196) - J<I!!le. ItIbtnllOn, N .. "ro, 16 
Btm1Il(;h951 , Alabsu. 

Shot to d ... th 1n th" bIIck by fOlic .. 
oftlcer 1n ",,.If-4.f,,n •• " 

110 _nut, 11) OO1o,,),ICTIOI! 

Sopteber. 1961 ... John Coley. lie ro, 20 
81 ralngha.ll. .l,lB bBIoa 

~vet .. ran, ehot til death bJ' ,POUee 
!ID aneBt, }O OOHVlqrlQ1! 

s.ptybe .. 1961 - young II)RJI . ~~ 
New Orleane . lou!sillll.a 

Shot to 4""th by poUc" officer 
50 arreat . R) OO!!'YICTIO!I 

0011, 196b _ Micbaol S<:blternu , whlta, 24 
JfI&tIB Cbal>ey. ll"L,r"CI, 21 
AlIdJ',,'oI Gao~, IoIh1te, 20 
Phll&delpb.ia, Kiulul.ppl 

Beet"" and allot to deatb tor c1rtl 
rlghts act! vi ti88; 

s..v .. f\IJ, ar,..,sh . Includillg law-enforc...ent 
o'ftlclal8; flI IXlNVIC'l'IONS 

July. 1964 - 2 ..... . ~rc ... . 19 . 20 
Southlteat 1ti8ai181pp1 

BaH-bodia. :round tn r1v.r ~11i 
lloorel:\ for .iuln./!; thr ... (abov .. ) 
Arreats . I«l OO!!YICTIO$i 

July, 1964 - x->el PaNl , We."" J) 
Ath",,' . Gear."HI. 

O:rrtcUJ . tn .choat 8)'U" of 'II .. h1neton, 
D.C. SMt til death. in h.JB car (ro .. 
plnillg car wtu>n returnlll& U> "!Ulhlngtoll 
(ro .. trlltni/lg tar llro1Y ...... rve ill Georgia . 

Klan.MIl arrested, I«l COH'l'ICTlORS 
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(CO"I!) 

$= .. , 120< - 1IIItI, 1'&;;1"0 
...... Orl-.ne. 1o<t1.1&Qa 

Sbot to dPtb at tu, atop fro. p" .. 11\£ 
~. 

JIo "rr .. t, 1\10 (l'rvlC'!"m' 

~pte"b~r. 1964 - Herbert Orab,.. J!0j;r<l. III 
eal>t,QIl, lliul .. 1pp1. 

round dro"'rIed ... oar!.+; COit3 to .... hirt; 
lnat ... e", 1" plck-up t.....,ck "ab "hit. -. Ib .:orrelt. ~ ':01!V19't'IOF 

n..~!C~er , 19Qt - InI.II Morrh, IIQjI;"", ~ 
'orrl4<>.t. I.ouldllMo 

iIIIrned to d ... th 1n hla .hop-eol'O~4 
vtth caaol1ne by White DaD, aat aflro, 
IlIId forced. w 1'_ln !natda. 
110 o ....... t. rn COrnqrluF.S 

pue,)!r. 19611 - Ibn aM 1I't>laIn, liecro 
Baw Orloana, 1<>11101_ 

Shot to deoth In .." .. 1 
110 " .. r.lt, ro CO'lICTIOF 

J3Q9"a. 1965 - Ollh B. Sbdby . ..... 1"0, 18 
Jac ,"''', MhdnlpJ'l 

lIII4l,y "'tel -..cI _hot to d_th \IJ' p:>lto
oftlo. ... in Rind, eount,. J"U . 
10 arrnU , l!) CO .!C110l! 

J!Q'¥!q . l}6S ~ Ibnhall Scott . Jr .• ' '''' 4) 
.... ad ...... , loull1a..a 

Put Into aol1 t4ry conlin_D.t in ,,"" 
Orl~' ~U vith :pleu=onl"; <lied. withtlut 
la..tlD'll oUentl"" . 
Ilo .r .... n, !79 CQIlYI9TIOF.S 

P9l>MrY. 126s - Jl~ Lee Ja",'_II, liot;ro 
.rloll , Ala.t.. 

SbQt t.o dl.'llth by n_t. hOOP. ... dur1~ 
4_n.tr6t1on tor ""t~ ri,)lU. 
• r .... t •• )I:} CO!!'!JVi'Ja!'" 

M",~a. 1965 _ JohD. t.. ..... .ro, )1 
Go,lIen S~. IUn1 .. lppl 

JbWl.:!. claa.:!. on OO\JZltry 1"064 wi tit e1t:JU ot 
b .. tl~b&d IlttoGd04 c.1Y11 d_;hU 

_u_ 
11) IlrreCtl , 1D OOFII(jl'lQ$i 

""Ma. 1965 - Dow4 r.ebur'7 ...... ro . 19 
OkolvDll, MlnUllpp1 

Sbot to ~th by hl, pllla\.A~lon bou. 
!9 OOIWl!{l'ION 

March. 1965 - J'Iov . J_a . Beeb, Whih. )7 
Set.. . Al.a~ 

Beaten to deDt.b attu l*-rUc1pat1a",; 1n 
1n "reb tor .otiQt;, ri,),tll 
JIb .. r .. rre.te, "3FPup 

""rd!. l'i6S - Vlola Orew, L!\lUO , "hUe, )8 
lowmallboro , .U.abaa 

Shot t.CI .:!.eath fro" pa .. 1OC CIOr Whih 
tt'ln'portl.l\c '''-:In'~''to" fro. _rch 
tar vot1At; r1&bU. 
Jb\lr whltell arnllted . fu1)IW 
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37 Readings in Nonviolence 

 

 

READINGS IN NONVIOLENCE 

Kahatma Gandhi 

"I have tound that life persiats in tl'Je midat ot destruction 
and, theretore, there mlllllt be a higher la.w than that ot demtruc
tion. Only under that law would a well-ordered mociety be 
intelligible and lite wo-rth 11ving. And it that 1m the law ot 
life , we have to wlrk it out in ddly life. Whenevar there are 
jars wherever you are contronted with an opponent, conquer him 
with'love ... That does not mean that all my difficult1em are 
SOlved. I have tound , however, that thia law of love has 
answared 89 the law ot destruction has never done." 

"Nonviolence is a weapon ot the strong . . • " 

"Practically speaking there will be probably no greater loas 
in men than it forcible rasistance was ottared; there will be 
1'10 expend1ture in armaments and tort1fications. The nonviolent 
tra1ning received by the people will add ineonce1vably to their 
moral height. Such lI1en and women will have shown personal brll.ver" 
or a type tar auperior to that shown in umed warrare . In each 
case the bravery consists in dying, not in killing. Lastly, 
there is no such thing as defsat in nonviolent reeiatance. That 
such a thing has not happened betore is no answer to my 'peeula
Uon. I have drawn no imposaible picture. History ia replete 
with instances ot individual nonviolence or the type I have 
~entioned. Thera is no warrsnt 1'01' saying or thinking that a 
group or men and women cannot by su!'ticient training act nonVio
lently as II. g:roup or nati(lI'l. Indeed the .um total or the experi
ence ot manlI:ind ie that !'lien somehow or othe:r liTe on. From which 
taet I infer that it is the law or love tl'Jat rulas I!W.nklnd. Had 
violance , bate , ruled us, we Should have become extinct lOllS ago. 
And yet the t:ragedy of it i. that the so called civili~sd men 
end nations cOllduct ther.ulelve8 a8 if the ba.ls ot society was 
violence. It gives me ineffable joy to make eXperiments proving 
that love is the lIupreme alld only law at life . Much evidence to 
the cont:rary cannot shake my ra1 tho Even the mixed nonviolence 
of India has supported it. But if it 1s not enough to convinee 
an unbeliever, it ill enough to incline a friendly critie to view 
it with tavor." 

trom "My Faith 1n Nonviolence". 19JO 

and "The FUture", 1940 

Martln Luther King 

"From my early teens in Atlanta I waa deeply concerned about 
the problell! of rae1a1 injustice. I grew up abhorring 8egregaticn , 
eon8idering it both rationally inexplicable and morally unJusti
tiable. I could never aeeept the fact ot having to go to the back 
of a bus or sit In thll segregated section of a train. 

"When I went to Montgomery, Alobama , as II pastor in 1954, I 
had not the slightest idea that I wou~d la.ter become involved in 
a criais In which nonViolent resistance would be applicable . Arter 
I had lived in thll cOIlImUnity about a year, tha bus boycott begon. 
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The Negro people or Montgomery, exhausted by the hu=iliating 
experiences that they had constantly faced on the buses, ex
pressed in a :'!Iassiva act or noncooperation their determination 
to be free. They came to eee that it ~ae ulttmately more honor
able to walk the streete in dignity than to r1de the busas in 
humiliation. At tha baginning of the protest the people called 
on me to aerve as thair epokatmlan. In accepting thie reeponai
bility my mind , coneciously or unconsciously, ~as driven back 
to the SeI'lllon on the Hount and the Gandhian method of nonViolent 
resistance. This principle became the guiding light of our move
ment. Christ furnished the spirit and motivation while Gandhi 
furnished the method. 

"The experience in Montgomery d.id more to clarify my think
ing on the question of nonviolence than all or the books that I 
had read. As the days unfolded I became more and more convinced 
of the power of nonviolence . Living through the actual experi
encee of the prot eat, nonviolence became more than a method to 
~hich I gave intellectUal assent; it became a commitment to a 
na~ way of life. Many issues I had not cleared up intellectually 
concernIng nonViolence were now solved in the sphere of practical 
action. 

"A few months ago I had tha privilegll of travaling to India. 
The trip had a great impact on me personally snd left me even 
more convinced of the power of nonviolence. It was a marvelous 
thing to see the amazing results of a nonviolent struggle. India 
won her independence, but Without violence on the part of Indians. 

"I do not want to give the impression that nonViolence ~ill 
work miracles overnight. Men are not easily moved from their 

mental rute or p~!IId or thoir prejudiced and irrational reolinge. 
When the underprivileged demand freedom, the privileged firet 
react with bitternese and reeistance. Even wheo the demands are 
couched in nonViolent terms, the inltial reeponse is the same. 
I am sure that meny of our white brothers in Montgomery snd 
acroes the South L~e etill bitter toward Negro lelders, even 
though theea leade~8 have eought to follow I WIY of 11fe and 
nonviolence . So tha nonviolent approach does not tmmediataly 
change the heart of the oppreeeor. It first doee somathlng to 
the hearte and SOUle of thoee comnitted to it. It gives them 
new eelf-respect; it calls up resourcee of strength and oourage 
that the,. did not know they had . Finelly, it rtlacbea the op
ponent and eo stir, his conscience that reconciliat10n becomes 
a renllty.n 

1960 

Jrunea Farmer 

nOn lollY 4 of thie year I left W'aahington, O. C., with twelve 
other peraons on Il riaky journey Into the South. Seven of us 
were Negro and Six were white. Riding in two regularly scheduled 
bUses, one GreyhoL.:r,d and the other Trallwa:re traveling beneath 
overcast skies, our little band--tha originai Freedom Riders-_ 
was filled with expectations of stor~e al~cet certain to come 
before the Journey wae ended. 
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"Now, sl::o: ",('nth,. later, as all the world knows , the fire
~tted sn$ll of Olle bus lilla ln Rll Alabama junk yard, and so~e of 
the people who almoat died with it are still suffering prolonged 
11.1nelllles. 

"A dozen Freedom Riders neal"11 gave up their livell under the 
fierce hammering of fists, club. and iron p1pes 1n the handa of 
hyaterical mobil. Many of the Victims will carry pel"lllanent 
IIcars. , , More than )50 men and women have heen jailed in half 
a do~en atatea for dOing what the Suprame Court of the United 
States had already said they had a right to do. The ICC hall 
now issued an historic ruling in behalf of interstate bUB inte 
gration which may indeed llIean that the suffering of the PlI;st 
si::o: months has not he en in vain . 

"Jail at beat 1a neither a I'OIIIantie nor II. pleaaant place, 
and Mississippi jails are no e::o:ception, The first twenty-aeven 
Freedom Riders to arrive in Jackeon saw the inside of two dif
ferent jails and two different prisona--Jackson City Jail, Hinde 
County Jail, Hinds County Priaon Farm, State Pen at Parchman, .. 

"Misll1ssippians, born into segregation , are human too. The 
Freedom Riders ' aim is not only to atop the practice of segrega
tion, but somehOW to reach the common humanity of our fellow men 
and bring it to the surface where they can act on it themselves. 
This is a basi~ motive behind the FreedOM Ridee, and nonViolence 
is the key to its reall:'.stion . 

"There 1s II new spin.t among Negroes in Jo.ckaon, People are 
learning that in II nonviolent war like ours , as in any other war, 
there must be Buffering. Jobs will be lost, mortgages will be 
foreclosed , loans will be denied, peraonll will be hurt, and some 
may die. This new spirit was exp~essed well by one Freedom 
Rider In the Kiasiaalppi State Penitentiary at Parchman. The 
guards threatened repeatedly, es a reprisal for our insistence 
upon dignity, to take away our mattt'euu . ' Come end get !flY 
mattress, ' he IIhouted. 'I will keep !flY soul. ' " 

Henry David Thoreau 

"Undsr s goverl'll:lent Which impriBons any unjustly , the true 
place tor II just man i6 also in prillon. The proper place today, 
the only place which Messachuaette hae provided for her rresr 
end leae dellponding spirits, is in her prisons, to be put out 
end locked out of the state by her own act, 118 they have already 
put themselves out by their prinCiple', It 1s there thet the 
fugitive davo , and the Mexican -prisoner on and the 
Indian come to plesd the wrongs of his rllce, f1m} theta; 
on that eeparate but more 1'ree and honorll.ble where the 
state placea those who are not 'With hal" but her-~the 
only house in a slave state in wntch e free with 
honor. 

"If any think that their influence would be lost there and 
their voices no longer afflict the ear of the state , that they 
would not be aa an enemy within lts walla, they do not know by 
how much truth is stronger than error, nor how much more elo
qUently Ilnd effectively ha can eombat injustice who has e::o:perienced 
a little in his own person . 
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nCast your whole vote, not a strip of paper mere l y , b",t 
our whole lnfluence. A mlnori ty is powerless while it conforms Io the majority ; it ie not even a minority then; but it is irre

sietible when it clogs by itll whole weight. 

nlf the alternative is to keep all just men in prison, or 
give up war an~ ,lavery, the state wl1l not heel tate which to 
choose . If a thousand ~en were not t o pay their tax bills thil 
yBar that would not be a violent and bloody measure , as it would 
be t~ pay them , and enable the etate to commit violence and ahed 
innocent blood. 

"This h, in fact , the definition o! a peaceful rflvolutlon, 
if any such 18 possible. If thfl tax gatherer or any other public 
officer asks rne, as ons has done , 'But what shall I do?' m1 
answer ls, ' If you really w18h to do anything, rs s ign your 
offIce. I (lhsn the sUbj ... ct has refused allegiance and the ofl'icer 
has resigned his office, thsn the revolution is accomplished . 

"But even suppose blood 8hould flow. Is thore not a sort of 
blood shed when the conscience ie wounded? Through this wound 
a man's real manhood and Immortality flow out , and he bleeds to 
an everluting death. I ue thil blood flo\lin8 now .•. 

",",Ult the citizen over for II; moment, or 1n the least degro ... a, 
reaign hill consciance to tha legislator? Why haa every man a 
co"acienea, than? I think that wa ahould ba men firat, and .~b
lects afterwards. It 18 not desirable to cultivate a respect for 
the la\l so mueh aa for the right. The only obl1gation which I 
have a right to assume i8 to do at ally time Whet I think right . 
It 1s truly enough 8aid, that a corporation hae no conscience ; 
but. corporation of conscient10us men is a corporat10n w1th a 
eon.cience. ----

"Law nevor made men a whit more Juet; and, b'l meal'lS of their 
ralilpect tor It, evon the woll-dlllposed are daily r:uo.de the agents 
of inj~st1c e . A common and natural rOlilult of an undue respect 
tor law is that you ~ay se e a file of solciers , colonel , captail'l, 
corporal , privates , powder-monkeye, and all, marching In admirable 
order over hill and dale to the wars . against their Wills , aye , 
egainat their common sense end consciencea, which make it vory 
steep marching indeed , and produces a palpitat10n of the heert. 
Thay have no doubt that it il a damnable bueiness In which they 
are concerned; they are all peaceably inc11ned. Now, what are 
they? Hen at all? or smell movable forte and maga,lnel, at the 
service of ,ome unscrupulous men in power .. . • 

"The 11IIISII at men lIerve the IItate thue , not a. men lIIain1y, 
but as machines, with their bodies. They are the Itanding ar~ 
the militia, jailers , conatablea, poase comitatus , etc. In most' 
cases there is no freo exerCise whatevor of the jud8ement or of 
the mors1 sen9ll; but they put th.maelvlIIl on a level with wood and 
earth and stones; end wooden men can perhapli be manufactured 
that 101'111 serve the purpoee as well. Such camand no more I'a!llpeet 
than rnen of straw or a lump of dirt. They have the IIIme sort ot 
worth only liS horses and dogl . Yet euch as these even lIl'e com
monly esteemed good citiuns. 

"Oth ... rs-_as most legislators, politicianl , lawyers , minister! , 
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do~n, i.e •• de~t~oyed aa institutions . In a numbe~ of cities 
they have been reopened on an integrated baaia , i.e. aa ne~ 
institutiona . 

"The objeotive ot the integrstion movement 18 to remove the 
preaent social etructure whioh makes some naate~a over others 
• •• and to develop in the South and alaewhere a truly da1ll0-
c~atic aocia1 structure, a community on nonviolenoe and equality . " 

From Unfiniahed Revolution, 1960 

Howard Zinn 

"There i8 a strong probability that thia July and August 
will conetitute another Isummer ot discontent .' The expectationa 
lIIlIong Negroes 1n the Black Belt have rl8en to the point Where 
they cannot be quieted . CORE (Congreal of Racial Equality) , 
SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference) , and the intrapld 
youngsters of the Student Nonviolent Coord1nating Committee , are 
determ1ned to nove forw.r~ 

"With the high probabil1ty:of 1ntensified activity in the 
Black Belt thie e~er, the Preeident will hava to decide what 
to do . He can etand by and watch Negro pro teste smaehed by the 
local police , with maaa jailinga, beatinga , and cruelties of 
vari oue Itinda . Or he can tua the Itind of firm action auggeatad 
above (entorce the law) , ~hich would aimply eatabl1eb olearly 
what the CiVil War waa tought tor a hundred yeara ago , tha 
aupremacy of the U. S. Constitution over the entire nation . If 
he doea not act , the Negro community may be preeaed by deepera
tion to ~e beyond the nonViolence which it hae maintained eo 
tar with amazi ng eelt- discipline. 

"Thua , in a crucial aenae, the tuture or non-violence as a 
meane 1'01' aociel change resta in the handa ot the President or 
the United States . And the civil rights move~nt tacea the 
prob16lll of how to conVince him of thie, both by wcrde and by 
action . For , if non- violent direct action aeema to batter 
Ita elf to death against the police power of the Deep South, 
perhaps i ts moat effeotive use Is against the national govern_ 
ment . The Idea ie to persuade the executive branch to use ita 
far greater resourcee of nonviolent preeeure to break down the 
walla of totalitarien rUle in the BlaCk Belt . 

"The letelt viotim* of thia terrible ase of violence--whioh 
crUShed the lUe from four Negro girla in a church bllSent8nt In 
Bil'lllingharn, and in thia century has tuen the livea ot oveI' 
fitty million persona in war --la Preeident JOhn F . Kennedy, 
killed by an aaeaaain ' ! bullet . To Preaident 30hneon will fell 
the unfinished job ct ending the violence and re~ ot Violence 
whioh has bean part of ths everyday life ot the Negro in the 
Deep South . " 

"Ll/lite of Nonviolence" , FREEDOMWAY3, Wintsl' 1964. 

·The latest viotim now is Mr . Levie Allen, Negro rreedom 
fighter , Liberty, Miaeiaeippi . 
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and otrice holders--derve the state cbief ly with their heade; 
and, aa they rarely make any moral dietinctions , they are se 
likely to eerve the devil, without intending it, as God . 

"A very few, Sl!l heroes, pl!ltriota, martyrs, refol"Mers i n the 
great eense, and man, l!Ierve the I!Itate with their consciencel!l 
alao, and so neciiiarily resist it tor the most part) and they 

ars cammonly treated al!l enemie. by it. 

"A wise man w111 onl,. be useful as a man, and will not sub
mit to be 'clay' and 'stop a hole to keep the wlnd away' but 
leave that office to hls dust at I sast : 

"1 am too high- born to be propertied , 
To be secondary at control , 
Or useful serving man and i nstrument 
To any sovereign stats throughout the world . " 

From "Essay On the Duty of Civil Disobedience" 

Tam Kahn~~Strateglc Nonv1olence 

"The idea of solving the problefll.s of Negx'oee In the South 
by guerl11a war tactics , as some have suggested , 115 bizarre and 
unrealistic . It 1e hard to beHeve t ha.t anyone who is capable 
of visualizing What it would lead to in practice can ser iously 
pr opose that Negroes and whites shoulCl engage in a race for 
amall o.rwI Md baby bombs . The explici t endors_nt of llI'!Iled 
force by even a emall minority of the Southern civil rights 
.forces could only lead to one of the most horrible blood-bsths 
in history . The Negroes could not hope to win an arms race 
againat the fans tic racist forces of ths Deep South. 

"One does not need to be a Gandhian pacifist to eee the 
appropriateness of non-violent tactics tor the civil rights 
struggle today . A coneid$ration of such idea. is oC great 
importance to thoee of atrong phi loaophical or religioue inclina
tion , but a concern over wbether violence 1s ever juetir1able 
ie i rrelevant to the preeent eituatlon . Aotl~like the 
Mont gomery Bus Protest and the current sit- ln. oan be supported 
enthus1aetically by all parti,ana of civil righte, whether 
pacitiet or not , becauee they are effective in achieving their 
goale ~hile at the aame time undercutting the possibilities ot 
violent reprisal. and counter-reprlsale . A Viol ent reeponse 
oould only eerve to drive the bulk ot the uninvolved whitee 
into tho) hands of the extrellli tl t minori ty -"bich bu been molest
inG the d(ll!lonetrator. . The non-\'iolent reapODae hall ln tact 
eucceeded In isolating the ultra-raCist elementa in a number ot 
1I1tuat1onll. 

"The ait~ins hava demonstrated two ba,lc aoeial funotiona 
ot nonviolent direct action : 

a) It simultaneously de,tr01' the old inatitutions and 
oonstructs new onea 1n their place . 

b) It 1=obllizes the ,tate , i . e . i h po11ce apparatua . 

Throughout the South, the ,tudente have made it clear that it 
there are to be tn~ lunch countere at all, they mUl!lt be inte
grated . Segrega e lunch countera have in many areaa bean cl osed 
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Li11lo.n Smith ... 
n ••• they have oertainly diaturbed eomething in your 

town--but not its peace : only itl apathy, it. C0l!!P11lcency, its 
para1yei. in the face of a changing. whirling .... or1d that .... on't 
wait, no matter how loudly .... e Amerioane, South or North, beg it 
to .... ait . And they have di.turbed your peacI of eoul- - and mine--
for .... e have not mealured up to tbe moral cballenge ottered u • • 
And 1'10 .... --

nAnd now, wa a~a tou~hing a lIanaftlve thins: a thins hard 
to graep firmly and bring up for the eyell to lock at : aegrega
tion, itee1t . What has thte way of life done to ua all? Have 
wo wbitel, ~ itl terrible magic, changed trom human beingl into 
hollow men? Where il our virtue? our exoellence? Di d we trade 
it for whita superiority? Have we in this cultural nightmare 
turned into the stereotype we made of the Negro ' ll soul? III it 
we who arll sati.tied with thinga aa they are? is it we who are 
apathetic and without courage to speak up for the rignte of our 
own chi ldren to grow and become? Where ia the hollowness we 
thousht >Ie had lett when, in IItereotyping nthe Negro" we scooped 
out hia love of [reedCIII, hie spiritual dignity? rs it inside 
our own souls? Did we think we could dehumani~e the Negro 
without debumanizing ourselves? 

"And now, we are touobing something else: the dynamic 
quality of chenge , itlelt . How Oan we ohange the southern way 
of life Without ohanging our hearts? Without learning to think 
honestly? The nonviolent mov8!ll.ent il telling us , by its philo
sophy and its ritualietio acte , that change il both vertical and 
horizontal aotivity that it oCllles not by a few external scts 
but by a grsat many internsl aots . It is toroing ue- - although 
thie moy surprise most ot its 1eaders- -inta making (those who 
can) an Orphic journey •••• n 

" ••• in order to change things creatively a man muet 
accept limite to his rebellion , as Camus so wieely wrote . The 
Negro nonviolent group acoapt limits: a limit that exoludes 
phyeical violatloG; a limit that Gxcl",dGS arrogant verbal attack; 
a limit that exo1udee unforgiving resentment ; e limit that 
refueee to refuse eny opportunity for conciliating talk . Theee 
are limits the,. have set up . At the IIsme time, they make plain 
that their oompaesion ie unlimited; as is tbeir deeire to relete 
the~8alve8 oreatively to tbeir cammunity . They go further, they 
say : 'We want to ahare the burden or the past ~ith you ; men 
have sinned for generatione end our Negro people have been hurt 
by thie einnin! but white people have been equelly hurt . you, 
wbo are white and of thie ttms in history , cannot aSSUMe the 
guilt ot centuries . When you try by identifying regreeeively 
with the paet, you break; the goodneel in you becomee poieoned 
by guilt too heavy to be abeorbad by your IIplrit . Why not let 
UI take eome ot this burden off you? Let ue all be redeemed by 
laying equally upon the shoulders of white and b1aok this heavy 
crose ot paet e1nll . we have s i nned too; in dlfferent waye from 
yours but we have all einned. We want our oivil righte, yee--so 
we may breathe eallily, eo our children may grow , eo the old and 
stunted may straighten up a little . But moet of all , we want a 
new re1ationsh!p >lith you . You are our fellowmen ; let us shara 
with you both the burdens of the past and the f'uture .' Thie ill 
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my personal way at saying it, but I believe the worda are a 
valId expreseion ot the eplritual motivation of the Negro non
Violent movement . " 

"Segregation is not a siokneae limiteQ to the South, it is 
averybody'a lIiokness that leads toward d1minished life or death. 
To ebut oneaelf away • • • to bear another ' a burdene: these 
are the polari ties ot the hlllUn ac t , and eaoh at ue hu to 
ohoose one or the otber. No wall can shut away the necesdty 
ot thl1 choice." 

"It is beoause their leadere understand this that Negroes 
are asking not only tor their right to grow and bseome as human 
beIngs, but alia tor the White people ' l right to grow and beoome 
as human being8 . We mIse th8 point if we tail to und8rstand thie 
Segregation is injuring the whites , too, and the Negroes know it: 
they are working tor everybody not just for their own group . To 
see how segregation hal injured the Whitell one hell only to nete 
the moral blindness, the ewesome complaoenoy that gently wall. 
awe1 the or18ia and the choies, and turn to sportl or lIoienoe or 
art or poetry or Works, 8a1ing, 'This is not my coneern . ' It 111 
10 lIke what happened to the Germane that It hurts to think 
about It: the shunning ot truth, the blocking otf of signifi
eanos . 'It was Hitler and the NazIs , I man:,- Germans S81, Inot ua; 
we are German but not Nazill . ' But we oannot slip out so easIly 
from a orlele Whioh involvlle all • •• M 

"But what oan one do about it? Always ths queetlon Ie 
aeked as though doing were more important then being. Both are 
important : we muat aot and oontemplate . We muet aot with 
humIlity knOwing our own guilty involvement . We mUllt aot by 
reaohlng out with our minc1s and hearta until we oan take on the 
burden weIghIng heevl1y on southern Negroes and whi tes. We 
must know what we are doing • •• " 

"SOI:le , in defense at the movel:!;ent, allk'What is the alter
natIve? ' The anawer Is, there is none save the violence ot 
oonfliot wIth the Blaok Supremaoists , " 

"Others , who feel "ympathy aay, ' But it is eo futils; how 
can thla movement pit ita "trength against the power Itruoturel' 

"But wait : it is not pItting It! etrength but the strength 
of what Is good In thIs world-~ 1f G~made this world snd set up 
Its aplrltual lawa,then no power atructure can hold out againet 
ao atrange a love, and the redeemIng energy that oan absorb pain 
without infllotlng it, and the simple aot ot torglvene"a. Ths 
great Brltiah Empire found thIs out when It dealt With Gandhi ••• 

"The trouble 18-- yes, you ars right: the trOUble Is, most 
of ue do not believe a word at this; we thInk evil oan overoome 
good any time it wants to, But maybe ve havs lost the gift of 
reoognizlng the power of good. Could it be that thIs losll at 
reoognltion 1e the evil weIghing 80 heav1l1 on the world tOd8y?~ 

From A Stranse lUnd of Love 
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IX: Democratic National Convention Challenge, August 1964 
 

 
 
 

The MFDP sent 68 delegates to the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City and 
challenged the right of the segregationist delegation to represent the state. Their testimony 
before the Credentials Committee on August 22 was aired live on national television. President 
Lyndon Johnson feared that if the MFDP delegates were seated, he would lose the entire South 
in the November election. Minnesota Sen. Hubert Humphrey offered a compromise, which 
neither the MFDP nor the segregationists could accept. Ultimately, national Democratic Party 
officials refused to allow the MFDP to participate in the convention and the challenge was 
defeated. Many people viewed this as a betrayal by the Democratic Party of both the Civil Rights 
movement and its own traditional values. 
 
38 Plans for Action at National Democratic Convention, January 16, 1964 
(5 pages) Memo recommending a challenge to the Mississippi delegation to the convention 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/18393 

 
39 Freedom Primer No. 1: The Convention Challenge and The Freedom Vote 
(10 pages) Pamphlet describing the Convention Challenge at the Democratic National Convention and the 
Freedom Vote. 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8590 

 
40 Statement by Charles M. Sherrod, September 1964 
(6 pages) Personal account of what happened behind the scenes in Atlantic City 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8626 
 
41 The Convention Challenge 
(5 pages) Explanation of why the MFDP didn't accept the compromises offered at the convention 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/11278 
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38 Plans for Action at National Democratic Convention, January 16, 1964 
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1/16/ 64 

TO ; ( )R) STAPI' t..LC!ITI~ CO l..;ITThl:. 
fflO l.i : :CONvr'..:oNTIO!i COl;~r!J.'T'",o.;... 
RE : PUNS FOR 'l.Gl'It);~ ;;.T j.I.·rrO.·~\L n:......oC?"' .. '.fIC CONV:~NTIOll 

" 

I. GOk LS OF CONVI>rTION Cl!<u.LWOr. 
<loll 1I!vastl';i.tkn of t_I' ~t{'uct=~ r tll~' Dnu~cra t1c Pa rty in t ho 

stGto wf J41 s::1Slli';lpl I' v~c.lrd t'1. t 1 t "11111 PI' b~blJ po- '1'1'1 difficul t 
f ot' us t ~ s~t u"o l·~c,.l oll.:os· <..;ld succcliiilfull:.' elL.1n tr.o.t Lllcyer o in 
f aet t ho Dc~cri-tlc ?c.r t y f V'C' st~.t- . 5,'w~v' r , whi l e TC pr t tmbly 
co.nnr. t unsJ::t t:m d~lr~:..ka t" \;2'." DrJ)".l_·crt. t~c Nu.t1Cl.G l C 'r\'l.;;ntlo n . it 
d-.,cs 9"rc t hat - -.:" c_,'r: : 

1 . utll ize t ".19 "pportunlt~' t i'm:111iarlz t h(; coro c'~m~t ltu"ncl 
wlth the 'i"r'{i.c.S" -f t~" tl.;;:1'O~'CJ:"_ tic Purty 'n the 1 o(l:l nnd 
!lC; tL)na l h vel 
2 . r a oul) ru'ti,.n;;: l publlclt] rn Ml.ss1s~lppl o.nd t l;- r!:eist 
ch(l r 'lct" r ·f tll~ p':l" t :· in tr~ill stot" 
3 . nuke v[ t ir:g in t ll" Sl'll t h c:."'l 1ss~c c t ttY' c ~nv"" ti n 
4. cl'm:.tOo tOorsi ~ !Je bctw'· .. ·a t n., l!r'l't:~"nl :'lm s.:.'ll t ll·'rn w1nS6 ... 1'" 

t h' p·.r t y 1'!l ich c 'llld !,~sslblr roS'\:lt 11\: 
<.1) sllp,K;rt 1'N' t l)c m",r;:.tl·'~ ... r COll.,:9""C'SSMC.l"" f":~d Scnc t {rl'a 
b) .suppl'r t 1' "">1' )"1' C::'rcHd:'l.tcs a~d;t l' I!" ... dcre t ~ wt:1 t()S f o r " 

o rrtoc9 I n l!:l 9S . :c.:ld tl~ ros t t f the 6"u.t r. by ::lOnn,. in 
the p<'r t J" 

5 . cr~u to t ics b"tw'c :~ ., OOFO Q01"'Gll t es t " t he eOllvNltlo n 
end tnt; 11b~1'1'.1 vflng '~f the pnrt;r l'fh1ch ..,ill r<".'l1.l1t i n oolp 
f~r us in t m futur -:> (pub1101t j" , '""'."y, p)litio;:: l /)Qvi.c~ , 
prOSSUI"" "n t t:c JD, etc . ) 

II . BASIS !'OR CEiJ."w.:NQH:G THE "'-,J,'fING OF i!1..5sr3~HPPI D!il.E.G ... ns 
Wh11C- wo rF!l 1. t b '.blr t ) otu"'ll~' PI' vcr.t t ho scut !. '!1!; o f" 

dc l<:' IF, t r s, "0 ~ll<:u1d :1I:1k ... II a t r :~ r"t-rgun-:.t l.S pClU1!J l <) f or tb" 
lIontino ('If our ,)Oopl~ ·s d,_ J. ',-;' t'e . We 11111 <::1 •. 1.1 ,1 

1 . :I'h~_!oI1 aa:!-Q,sipp.1 Dm::I'.cr-t:!,e P .. r t :; s~''';.ll(i ~ t n, ~ r'l tc.o_ 
l)r<l US ,: it il'; ;'\ tE" :' t _ ~, t ; .• ;:-b'l' ~ f tl'w IY-l ' ('n .. ·, t;A 
Jf !1':'1l,, 7it;t"-{::l'tloo. t it dhc!-1:'1·_t'll t;{c l!~ct l'O f.:;i" CII . It d eN a 

t his by 1in1t1:lg t:t.~ p' l',!;;10i'l:,t1'n ill Un ~.f1'ril'1l t ~ l' ;'5ia t ~r .:: d 
v~t " rll . (If !I~·I~ f" til' 'PAc ,;.1' ' r c 1:,01uQcd i'r""<,,: p:. l't-:r !"Y'ctiI"".ga 
dC,:;p1t ~ Y' ''Gill t Y''lt i '':''. ,e l l tl"c ~tt : r . -,io (\:)1'. t '"'-"n incl ndc 
the, f n et tJ,) t the pnl' t :; <";<cludrlJ li,',;!,.'"ca (\ir"ctl y . ) It i9 
borr:d <'Iu~lJ t1 -1ll t !¥! t M1IH' . dioerin.J.:\::. t ..,,s 1'<'101; ll¥ 1n 
d4ltrl"""ltl1ng 'fill!" ,,11 1 b .. ce~ !. l" ~1.llt 1'<;;d v t (" r . (H."Y''' i.n SI'T t 
pr"ff" £. !luaL di"arl!!lr.~ t ! -r , UII': JU9t1a c> Dcp._rtn.'l" t br!..-t , I 
n,, 1' er.r the itblJ , DGl , Pt,.rty " IlC r..;X; ;'C'sp"I',lllbUit;r r l' t !10 
r \,ct ... r vetirp; d!acri:'l1nn.tl '"r. , f ' r t;h·~ t Pc"r t y h~~ , 11'. c ff~ et . 
bC""ll, t ;l, st,,, t ~ _; v~r:ll'·.' I' t Ili:'".o ' t h('> cu.! I') f" r"'o ~ri. lJ tr'lCt1 {'TI , 
(Hcr ,~ oite s t c. t latlo 3. f J"d jt ,..-:.~ b_ 'n tl-,,.. !)"'lie; ·t t ho. t 
pcrty t .., pr , .,:t.,., pur wllltu ' l - et rc:.t" , (C1t::tl";,!\ h. l'o t :rDlll 
p'rty 1it~r( turo . ) . 

·:.0 Frv-odcm DOTle er. t I c Pr.rt~·, "I", t lh t hc r 1".;'l1.d , 1s op"n 
t C" e ll po'l plc wh~· V/1~ ! , to b'-I~r.;g r'.');".rlll. 3D " f" :::'fce . (A 
coro 1",c(1t1ng will "'. V" t d<.oido whcth~l' i t Wfl.."l t G to 9 
idt:: tH:7 itM lf,J It a t:\,.uous-s. !u.vo bi'r:r_ publioly ~nn"unocd 
1n ndv(lnc o . B1t h r<};;1~t{rcd r,nd :1_:'t._r"sis torcQ cit1zcr.e 
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2 . 
Cr nvc;;:t t l on 

, 
Tho 
but 
t hat 

co (;rogo. t 1 (0 ., • ...1l.. 
11l t ho pGro t y 

t o the 

,. 

h1, ~:;~.1::~.~~~;~~:;:i~j:;;>~~:~; Houae othfr $ . ) 

Tho Miss . ~rty 
eundl do t c ; Btc tCD t ,· d ~ t ho 
"nne t..':lUD cc~po::.lgn a t f r r t . 
5 . Tho lli3D . 1,. , hnn rita plcd g<:l t o 
support t ho eh':!lIon c ',,1V('ntl rn . It c "nvonod 
1=od1 t~l:r n rtortl:l,;,; . . ~::.;;;~; o::mv cn'l'l- n ::md o.grol)d t ., oupp~r t 
[I lllaw Df u,.-.plodgo,d !'s , w1th th" purp ao ~ f de tcc ti r.g 
t11.o No tl'"nul Den. p~ r ty n:'l.'lln~c:; . TJl.O c t o ta olcc t 'r ~ wore in 
t c..e t unplodgod , 

(Note: Fe int 1 require s t~ t '110 sOHd S" 1.10 C' logiblo Nogr v~ tcrs t o 
procinc t c~nvcn ti cn9 i n ~pos th~y will be Dxclud,'d , It ~l ao 
requir es 0. plubllc ::.nn:'uncc;:lont r. f e ',~"'oJ s :)rt f Jr the COl'U 
d13trlot Ilnd/o r atuto !'\()otlngs . If thin 111 not dono , <" ur urguol.'l<nt 
is woakoned . It shoul d be p~s(llblo tr got froc ..:. ir tirc f r thh . 
If nc:t , [I 61'JOlll lc g"l nd in t ho l oor,l ncwllp .. por run 2 ~ r :3 tInes 
will suffIce .) 
(No t o #2 : Tha []rsu.-:~ llts ubcvo ah'l uld be vim,ad n s t;cnt:: tlvo , t o 
be retina d 0 8 augg~Btcd l n Abti ~n Prop~au lll . ) 

III. HOW I11 ... U.m .. 'IT..s TO THE CONVf.NTIOU I.m:. CHOSF..~ 
1. Tho Pr;:aClnc t C':'tnvc!'.ti "n 

Inyunllfiod ol ect r" llc , !,cgl~ tcrcd v~ tor) =y n t tond 
t ho pr<lcinct or nvon t1<Il . Precinct o ~nvcnti(>n a [I N o:>.llc d by 
t he chn lrn::n ~ r t ho Stato l1Ie n">crc t ic Lxc cutlvc Cf'm l t t,co , who 
LlUat .:lll...'lou.""lec t ho d,lU. li t lco st 10 dOYI! i n lldvu!ICO. They 
or o uaur.lly r.cld 'In u Tuellda :r dur lr'.g t ho n>nt t.s ' f Bob., Horch , 
or Apri l. Thoy bog in ~ t 1 e '? . M. Art! oro hold Co t tho regular 
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Conventi on 

v~ting pl"oo f tho proci:1ot; . The precinc t c ~:".Ivc.~tl n clo c~s h c 
i'ro~ 1 t 6 dclo6~ tc9 t.1 tho C"U!'lt~· e nvc.nl;icn . Often t hoso ..... 
votes ore agllt it: tIl-If' r.nd C;'l oltGr:).::. t c 18 cloet{'d for ouch 
delega t e . (.ibis neCHS t l'..t.t i t the rt' r: ro 2 J; tes rr -n tho 
procinat it -.:I!y ~o :.d 8 people,) 

(The Mooting h pronlrlcd 'lo r b;r t he tcr.p 1"-1';; oholrlllUn 
wh", 1a opp'~,1.ntud b1 t lN C" un t y Den cr-:. tlc L:xocu t iv. C"::r:\i ttoc , 
un t ll t ho cho ir rmn eln b o elec t ed . 'Dba ()(,,:-;vont l C'n (.dtcptD I t s 
"''lin 1'u100. I t cc.r. c I s" pl'.so r OG lutlmll whlch -Ilorvc t ,) exprc s lI 
i t s sont inlln t:! but, 0:1""0 n o t bL!dhl{; . } 
2 . The CJ\ir.tv C':w.::n t l on, . 

'l'ho C"u.'1ty C ~nvQnti"'n cl~ctlJ dol qgr. t cs t tl.~ 3wta 
C ()llvcnti~ , J:.o.ch count y oos t w100 'HI r.mny c ol oI'!" t oo t o the 

c"pvcr'ti"11 03 11: h~.s r~,prcocnt:i,t1vcs in t he 
li~ullo " f Rcproscnt'1 tlvcs . (T!1oy "owolly Qc~d 

t h" t, n;lIlY po"pla t: t)1o e~nvcnt lon , .::;tr.,3 t ho p I on 
of t he v t o in hol l' ond Gnd l\c,v,1ns r.ll ~ ltor!'.o. to f r'r 

v te . ) 

4 . 

the s t u oo 
ottor the 
1 ) 

"ol~ e ta th~ 
r:1D:'loc ra . N 

o:"c, t le 
o = ltto.o 

r'~";/ be oe:de fr 0::1 t l}e 
roe 1utl<'>n ll . ) 

convor,tLr:/J t tt-..o e to. t o 
n wcel.:: - r r.l~ro e f t or 

nr r: u/3uully hold 0 week 
elect : 
,to dnl.)~ to D 
" tr.c !htl('!~l Dcno ernt l0 

t, ,, the St'a t c Dcn oro.tlc ):;;c.ecu tiv" 

f~r Dc"., cr~tle PI"~/JldQntl_1 ~loct~r 

by the Count y C'lIlVontic-na cono t o 
wh1cll ~,"(l t a in Jacka !l 0 VI'lOk or narc 

Cnucus . '!'he Convo:: t l.' n 1, :::Jt 
too of del ~iic tcs wl, r woro ecloctco! by 

C:,-u ous , <lnd 2) O!O~.t9 the rest ot 
t l the nu tlrmal o(lnvcnt10n.I:J a dd,l t i 'ln , 
coopts [J, Ill" t f"rn1 · r , titi oa t,ll{, c loction 

nt the 1 5 porplo clcotol1 b' tho U>:llgrCBlIlo:1t",1 Distr.1ct 
Cur.ousoe t , t he St"te DC!"Icerntie :exec . C~!T1 itt ee. nr.d oloe~1l 
tho II" ti~!l::l Dcnoore t 10 C"rt'11 ttoonnn "nd CnB".li tt ccw~::-.= . 'l ho ll'Q 

.la .. t twr :::lit m tJ:. o DOI'loor:> t13 N:.l ti~nnl C(,>!'l."Ji ttcc:" , which I s 

l~~~l~"~~~~~C~f~P~"~'~'~'~Y~f~"ijc~t~h;e part;," botween eonvontl -!I :::1 . ) 
( No t a : [me 20; ynt cs r. t ti",o Net1 . Don. COl"-ventl C'n . Tho 

I dnldatoe t110t the1 Will. bo sCl:dln! 68 pO{'] plo : 
" . This r:r::ons thG-t t ... ~ p:.~p a llnvo 

vo tOll . 5ineo tho State Crl!Dl t t(lIlr.10n 
and uswdly shurc "'no 'Into , t.'11 " pr·~bnb11 nonr." thn t 
t ho s tate e 'lnvontion will <llc e t 1 4 dologo t o9 , t wo f ,\h OI'!. Wil l Iw vo 
whol o V() tCll , ond 'I nl t e::-r.c. te s . ) 

, 
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4/ 
Convention 

I V. SUGOr-STIO:;S KlR " CTION 
Tho orlg 1nt1 1 t hought lr'l dovol opir.g 0 plc.n t or se t t ing up 

politi col orgc.n1.z.o. t l c. n 1n t t'.c lItOtO 'IIts ti"lD t l oca l COi"O uni ts 
could (lin i n to "bo 1 00<:1 1 DonO-erot10 Club, it CIJi't: decided. t o work: 
with in the frllr.lowor k of thO DQ"oor(1t l c Party. ::' Howover . g lvon 
that tho DCf.l0 cro tl0 port7 I n t h ls stato doc a no t f uncti on by'. , 
clubs , t,.lu:; t Ilr~=n t !:IO.y no t beld Upft Furthor t o ~ orl"u91y 
o OO110n£c tho do l c ga t oe o l (lctocl a t the stota oonvcntlf':l , tho 
proper procc(\UX' o lIould h (1 to hovo our poopl o go t o C!lII trlot 
OOUCUS08 r.."d Q$ llcngo tna conve ntion on 8000 grounds nod thon 
sot up 0. runp ccnvontlC)n whi ch wo ld bo the 1'00 1 c '>nvcntlon. 
Theil e '!fould then OPpl)cJ. t o tho county convcntl <"n f 0r roeogn1 t l on. 
I f this wera doni ed t ooy would or gor.lzu on up t he lino (oounty , 
and s ta t o (lcr.vontion on t hei r own. It dcos not BSf'n t ha t '11'0 
MV" 1) s·.lf'f'l"lont ,..ogi. t o r o<l. votol''' t o dO' t b lg or :l) u"fl"iel"n t 
streng t h nrnund tho _strl t e t o ol'gonize t o go t poopln in nllI'Iber s 
to ov ary precinct which 1ncluoes Negroes. 

Thor~ nr o t h1ngs t ha t eou l o be dono on tho procinct love l , 
however : 

1. 1lnrog19 t r r cd peopl e Could go the prec i nCt noo t lng om1 
el~ lm tho~ nro in toot ~UOl 1f'10C elect ors but hove b oen 
dlsor1!:11nntod 0301ns. Tfl.:.; ... ·vwOul<l. get threwn eu t . ThoBo 
pe opl e should hnve r egister ed i n t he Frocdol"- hog1l,1ttm t1 on . 
100 oo.n then eln1ln t ho lle poopl e we uld be r egistored DO::loer o ts 
but nrc dlscr!.mi:-l.o t;od oga inllt b~· tho statc (whieh is in 
t ur :. c ontrol l ed by thO p!lrty. ) 

2 . Rogistorod vo ters onn So end try t o 1ntroduClo ros olu_ 
tions frDl"l t ho 1960 Dont:ler n tic P1.u t.for n. We will r oally 
nood 0:11y tho a mt.:: plc.t.fcl't:l t o cldn t ha t t he Mi ss1ssippi 
rort:; 1B II 9tato pnr t y Ol"'~J r.d no t r onlly o port ot tho 
No t 1,nnl pnrty i n tta tt.1nk1n6~ l t 1a like ly t hc. t Qur 
pe ople wi ll n ot bo al l owed t o spe~k . will bc ~o~ tod in 
aegrng..~ t od uoa t(), 0 tc . und 'ilC ol'l n 011= t M t tho pllr ty 
dOOD no t g i ve 0. £ o. i1' honr ing t o "-11 it9 n<m.bor~ . (It 1e 
unlikely thn t they wen ' ~ be ndn1t tod sincr:> tl".n t 19 111(1 ga l 
nr.d t ile ll18 sissippi pnr t y kn,;ws thc t) 

3. Tho Frendoo Rogl otrn ti1n shOUld bo a c t up hy pro o~nct 
( toot 18 peopl o will bo t ol d the ir pro c1n ht. c to . '",hon they 
rcg ist~r t o oduou t o t llen to the prOcCse o.f t !xl pllr ty. ) 

~6 On t ho b1lo stato l eval D CO i"O (l['nvontion con s c l oo t 
tho o t hClr dolSgnto s t o 1;.'10 lln t10n DclJc ero t 10 Pnrty 
C(lnvon tl on . ~hOB<.J poopl o w111 go to tho Cr od6nt1o ls 
Conm1ttoo :lacording t o wha t cve r rule D we discov er o r e 
appliccil0 6 
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Oonvont i on 

I n nddl t ion n grcn t den1 of wrrk nced3 t ,) be d one pr1Qr t o 
t ho con-ront i on en tho Nn ti onn1 l :vcl, 

1 . Thore ~hou1d be n me t 1ng ro f OO.?~ p oople !lnd 11br r!lb in 
CO~r()Ba nnd othor p1V.CC3 in the P!:.r t 7.' (l"or ina t~nco Rop , 
801l1ng 1s 8upp('sedly "illine t o S'l<pp ::)!," t to c.'l.'lllengo t o soa t ing 
liIis~ l asipp1 do::,og(l,toll .) This pJeting should 0 ) get un 1ntor=~ 

U on on wl>o:;thc r OUl' t'3s1~ 1'or clmllon.glng is tho bon t one ) b) 
ge t the1r e:lT.tr'l itt;r.tcnt t o hoI ;> '!I':;,~;h 9':;:"OtOgy ond supp0r t UII t.< t 
t ho convcnti r;:J. ; oj perhaps go t help wlth tloc/'l¥ f " I' t rnn9portat1on 
of our dol ogntcs. 

2. 'Iberc ah"uld be ::. I:loctl.ng of C(VF\) pO'lple nnd o thor peoplo 
i n civil rlr,:ht s who oro interostod In d"no"lstrlCtl"ns or c otlon n t 
tho opnvcntlo:J. s o pur pI nns do n" t co~nl()o I'm 1'0'0 Clln go t t ho lr 
ndvioo on a'tr:ltae:y. publie1ty. e tc. The amId a l so lIdvl ac us on 
the p i.::lb1l 1 t loa f e r c:wl:i disl'>bcdlcl1ec, no t agnins t t ho eonvon~ 
tion ita('lr (l'ihie1'. would prDt",bly r.c l. win us ony J'ricr.ds ) bu t 
agnlnat tro I.Ilalliasl P?i dologatic!'l •. _ l y ing In J'r <'n t c- f thel r 
hot e l r08ms , e tc . Bob Uoscs 15 t ryl!'lg t o go t such :l. gr"up 
to~p'.~'-:r. we undcr9 t !lml. 
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TH£ CHALLENG£ AT THE DOI)CRATlC NATlOl:AL (l)NV~ION 

What Was The Demoeratic Nattonal <:<Invention? 

The Democratic National COnvention w,u a big meet i ng 

held by the Na.ticm31 Democr4tic Party at Atlantic City in 

August. People who represent the Party callX' to the 

<:<Invention f rom every state In the cOWltl:y. They came to 

decide who would be th'" candidates of the Democr4tic 

Party f or President and Vice-President of the United States 

in the election this year on November lrd . They also came 

to decide what the Platform of thl': National Democcatic 

Pal:ty would be . The Platfor1ll is a paper that says what 

the Party thinks lhould be done. about thingl like Housing, 

tducation, Welfa l:e. and Civi l Rights. 

Why Did The Freedom DPIIIOcraclc Pa rty Go To The COnvention? 

The Freedom Democr atic Party (mp) sent a delegat i on 

o f 68 people to the Convention. These peop l e wanted co 

r epresent you aC the <:<Invention. They said chat they Ghould 

be seated a t the Convention instead of the people aent by the 

Regulat Democratie Party of Milsissippi. The Regula r Democr atic 

Plrty o f Mlssisslppl only has white ryeople 1n it. But the 

Freedom Democratic Par t y is open co all people -- black and 
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white. So the delegates from the Freedom Democratic Party told 

the Convention it was the real representative of ill the people 

of Mississ1ppi. 

flow Was the Regular Democratic Party Delegation Chosen? 

The Regular Democratic Pa rty of H1$111861pp1 also sent 68 

people to the CQnven~ton in Atlantic City. 

But theae people were not chosen by all t he 

people of M!asinippi.. Negron were not allowed 

to attend the precinct. county , district. and 

s t ate meetings where t hese delegat es were 

chosen . Members of the Freedom Democratic 

l'atty trhd to go to theae meetings, hut they were turned away 

f rom the door because t hesl! meetings wer e for white people only. 

But even IDOst white people could not go to these meetings. The 

Regular Democratic Party of Mississippi 11:< no t controlled by 

all the white people, hut only by a few po.oerful people •• 

l1ke Jame$ Eastland in Sunflower County and Billy and Gus Noble 

in Canton. They do not want to share their power. So they do 

not let molt of the wh i te people come to the meetings of the 

Regular Democratic Party either. 

How Was The Freedom Democratic Party Delegation Chosen? 

\ 

~1 

When the Regl,llar Democratic Par t y of 

Missis s ippi told Negroes t hey could nOt come 

to its meetings, the Negroes held their own. 

~etings. They called their party the 

Freedom Democratic Party. They held precinct, 

ccunty, district, and state tDeetlngs j\LSt like 
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the Regular o.amo""atiO:: Party. But the F"eedom DemQcratic 

Party _eting. were open to &nyone, black or white. At 

their meetings the Freed"", Democratic Party aha Ch058 delegates 

to the National Convention in Atlantic City. Moat o f the 

delegate. were Negroes. But some white people were chosen too. 

At Atlantic City the delegates from the Freedom Democ;ratie 

Party went to a Conznittee that decided who could sit and vote 

in the Convention. This Committee was made up of two delegates 

from each state. The Regular Democratic Party aaked the 

CoJm:dUee to let them sit and vote in the seats for Iiisaisai pp1. 

But the Freedom Democratic Party said that they should be .~ • 

allowed to sit and vote for Mississippi. People like. Mrs, ~ 

Fannie Lou Hamer and Dr. Aaron Henry told about the _~~'- ( 

thinga that happened to them in MiSSissippi, how they ' , 

had been arres t ed and beaten and how their home! had 

been shot into. They told how badly all the Negro 

people i n MI.sissippi are treated. And they told bow 

they had tried to go to the meetings of the Regular 

Demo<'ratic Party. They told too how they had held 

/ I ~ 
( ~11\ I 

meetings open to everyone to choose the Freedom Democratic Party 

Delegatioo [0 At l antic City. They were on televiSion, and many 

people everywhere in America saw them . Hany people in MiSSissippi 

saw them too. 

What Did Th!! Canniere!! Decide? 

The Ccnmdttee IIISde ita decision by a vote. It voted that 

Page 270 of 353



4 

che Regular Democratic Party in Kissisdppi should represent 

Miuiuippi at the Convention. This means that the Regular 

~cratic Party would air Ln the Mississippi seat. at the 

Convention and cas t all the votes for MiashsippL The Coamittee 

laid that the Freedom De~cratic Party could not repre sent 

Mississippi at the Convention. The Co!IInlttee said that only 

Dr. Aaron Henry and Rev. Edwin King froll! the Freedom De1l>Ocr&tic 

Party cou1d dt and vote in the Convention. But Dr. Henry and 

Rev. King would not be allowed to sit in the !Usslssippi seats or 

caat the votes f or Mississippi. The Committee did not 88y who Dr. 

Henry and Rev. King would ""'present. The Comnitree aha aaid that 

the lIII!IIIbers of the Regular DemQcratic Party of Khaissippi would 

have to pro",1le to aupport President J ohnson and hin vic:e·pre9ident 

In the election November 3. If the delegates from ~he Regular 

D<e2llQcntic Party refused ~o pr=ise this , they would not be 

allowed to dt and YOte in the Convention. 

Why Did The CournHtee Make This Decision! 

Many ~rs of the Cammittee were afraid. Many of them 

wanted to support the Freedom Democratic Party. But they were 

afraid they wouLd l ose their jobs in Washington or back home in 

the state where they lived. In other parts of the United States 

it il often j ust like in Mississippi. You can 10le your job if 

you s tand up and "y what you believe in. 

Prellidenc Johnson . upported the all· white Regular Democratic 

Party. He ..,anced the Regular Party to be the only official party 

back here in Misaisllippi. President J ohnson wal afraid, too. 

Freedom Df."IDOtratic Part y delegate fuirtlllan Turnbow o f Hal_I County 

said the Pre/lidenr wa s airaid he would lolle his job too if he 
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stood up a nd said ... hat he be lieved in. 

Lyndon J ohnson wants to be elected Preaident again chis 

November. H .. want .. to set as many votllS as P0881b1 .. in as many 

states 8 S possible. President Johnson wss af raid that i f he 

supported t he .'reedortl Democ: r03 tlc Party, the Republicsn "andidate 

B:l r ry Gold ... "-te,, would ge t mos t of the votes in the Southern states 

and the n Pres i dent Johnson 'WOuld lose his job as President. 

PrOfiidcnt Johnson knows that in the South"rn Stat ...... there 

lire many , many Negroes. But very, very few of them see allowed 

to vot e . So mos t of the voters in the Southern states lI>:e whit es . 

The Pre sident kn<!w that if be supported the Freed= DeOlllcratic 

Party he might lose white friends in til" South , and chen he would 

not win the e l ection i n the Southern states . President Johnson 

was also afraid of the Regular Del'l"l<X'ratic Party of Minissippi. 

Me knows that they do not like Civll Rights, or Aid to Education, 

Ot roore Medical Care. lie is afraid that the whi t e politicians 

from Mi.uhsippi like Jamea Eastland, Jamie Whitten and John Bell 

WHUa"" will ~top ch~se prograrn~ in Washington . So President 

John~on is afraid of theae men. 

But President Johnson had a lot o t power at the Conyention. 

He could tell ..... ny of t he ",.,,,,bers of t ha t Coamit tee how to vote. 

The President can make many people judges or put them in other 

important positions. Since many members of the Committee wane 

to be judges o r important officlsls , when the President told the", 

to yo te agalnst the Freedom Oemocratic Pa r ty, that is wh~t they 

dld. 
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What Old The F~eedom Democratic Party Do? 

The Freedom Democratic Party dtd not accept the dec1s i on gf 

the Connittel!. They .... ld that all the people at 

the Convention should be able to voce on who I hould 

have the seats for Mississippi. They knew that IIIOs t 

of the delegate. lit t he Conven t ion , and people all 

over the country, believed what the Freedom Democratic Party 

said about Mississippi. They knew theae people wanted co voce 

at the Convention. just as Negro •• from Hiuiuippi wanted t o 

vote at the Convention. 

The Pres1dent did no t want aU the delegates to vote at 

the Convention. He lmew that if all the delegatea voted he 

might lose , and the Freedoat Democratic Party would be aeated . 

He wanted t o tell the delegates wha t to do. 

But the Freedom Democ["atic Party 8tood together . And when 

people stand together they bec~ strong. t<lhen you are atrong 

you have some power, too. So Pr esident Johnson was not tho 

onl y one at the Ccnvention with power. The Freedom OenIocratic 

Party's power 

helieved in. 

came from standing up and talking about what it 

People helieved ..mat Mrs. Kamer and Dr. Henry said, 

and they wsnted to suppo..r the Freedom Democratic Party. For 

three days, the Freedom Democrs t ic Party and its friends were 

nrong enough to keep the President of the United Stat es from 

doing what he wanted. But the Prel i dent used all the pressure 

that he could, and finally he was ahle to stOp all the delega t es 

from voting about Miaahsippi . 
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Why Did the Freed"", Democratic: Party Reject the CoI!Pittee '. Decision? 

The COmmittee offered two token aeau to the Freedom 

Democratic Party. And the COmmittee chose the two people to 

Bit 1n them, Dr. Henry and Rev. king. The Committee .. id rhi' 

offer was the best they could do. 

The Freedom Deaocratic Party delegation also voted. They 

voted whether or not to accept the deci810n of the Committee. 

They voted NOT to accept the deciSion of the Cbwmittee. The 

Freedom Democratic Farty delegation said the offer was not good 

enoUJh. They insisted that th~ Committee had to do beteet. 

The Freedo~ Democratic Party said it W88 tired of tokena. 

It wanted 68 votes, not two votes. It wanted to vote for 

Mhslssippi. And it wanted to choose Uti own leaden "" it: did 

not ",,,nr the Cotraittee to say who could vote from the Freedom 

Democt&tic Party. The freedom Democra~ic l'&r~y wanted ita 

delegation to si t and vote With Democrata from all the other 

statel in the country. 

So the Freedom Democratic Party delegation said "No~" to 

the CoIIInittee. The delegation talked about the offer for many 

hours and voted several times. Each time the delegation said 

" No:". l're.ident John.on and Hubert Humphr .. y could not under

stand why the Freedom Democratic Party would not give in. And 

many of Our Negro and white friends could not understand either. 

Very few people in the count ry understand what it meana to say 

''No :'' to what is wrong and to say "Yes:" to what you believe in. 

Most people think that you have to give in at lame point 

so that other people will not I>e mad. They think that you are 

supposed to accept what you ace offered I>y powerful people 

because that is the way things arC done in this country. That 
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h' the way Chings have been done in Mlninippl. too . for a 

long time. 

It tab. courage to srand up for what you believe in. 

That 18 why the Freedolll ~c:ratic Party vaa .tarred. So that 

people could atand up for what they believe in in Hiniuippi. 

Bue because the FreedOlll Denoteatie Parcy stDod up for what it 

believed in in MisSissippi, it knew it had to do chi' everywhere. 

So when the Pre8ident and the CoImdttee .... ld ''No!'' to tha Freedom 

DemocratiC: Pa r ty in Atlantic City . the Freedom Democratic: Party 

c:antinued t o ... y "Yes !" to what it be.leved in. 

What Did The Regular Party of Mini.sippi Do1 

The Regulllr Farty of Minha1pp:!. did not like the Conuittee'. 

deCision either . They were mad because Dr. Henry and Rev. l(1ng 

had heen able to get 8eat " in the Convention. They were mad too 

because they did not want to promise that they would work f or: 

Preddent J ohn.on and Hube r t HUlllphrey in the election. So Gov. 

Johnson of Mi8sissippi told the Regular Democrtltic Party 

dclegation to COllIe home. And that is what they did , all excep t 

four of them who said ehey would sUpport PreSident Johnson and 

Rubert Huq>hrey. 

H.io.ppened To The Mitahl1.ppi Seau At The Convention? 

The four delegates froll the Regular Democratic Party of 

Mi9Si~sippi who promised to support President Johnson t ook t heir 

seats at the Convention. But the Freedom Democr8tic Party 

delegation also tried to take the MissiSSippi 8~t8 . When the 

Freedom delegates walked in, the four delegates from the Regula r 
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Democratic Party walked out. Then they went bome. coo. So the 

Freedom Democratic Party delegation sat in some of the seatl 

from Mississippi, For four days they kept coming to the 

Convention. In this _y they showed that they felt they should 

be a part of the Convention, and that they wanted to $upport 

chI! national Democratic Party. 

TlI.E FREEDOM VOTE 

What Will The Freedom DeCIoeratie Party Do Next? 

The Freedom Oemoeracic Party w111 keep working and spreading 

allover Mississippi. It wants more and more Negroes 1n 

Mississippi to take part 1n politi".. It wanta to grow and grow 

until it ill IItn:Jnger than the Regular Democratic Fat"ty of 

Hilsinippi. 

The Freedom Democratic Party will also campaign for President 

Johnson and Hubert Humphrey in the November election. The Freedom 

D.....,crati" Party h supporting Johnson and Humphrey even though 

Johnson and Humphrey supported the itegl.la>; Democ>;atic Pa>;ty of 

HiS8isaippi at Atlantic City . The >;eason is that the Regular 

Democratic Party is fightin,g hard to get the Republican candidate 

&>;>;y Goldwater and his con~erv4tive p=g>;all. into the White Houae. 

To support Johnson in Hiasissippi, therefore, is to help fight 

the Regular Democratic Psrty of Miuissippi and the conservative 

p=gram it .upports. 

The F>;eedOlll. Democutic: Party will also support other 

candidates in November. Dr. Aaron Henry is >;unning for Senator 

from Hiasiasippi, and Hr-I. Fannie Lou Hamer, Hr-s. Victoria Gray, 
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and Mra. Annie Devine are running for the House of Representatives. 

They are running a s Independenta, but thay will have the support 

of the freedom Oemocratic Party. The Freedom Democratic Party 

wanta everyone who is registered to vote for Lyndon Johnson, 

Hubert Humphrey, Mr •. }lalIler, Hr •• Gray, and Hrs. Devine in November. 

But for those people who are not registered there will be another 

vote the FREEIXlM VOTE. 

What Is The Freedom Vote? 

The Freedom Vote is a special 

Negro or whlte who are at least 21 yeats old and 

in Mississlppi. This year the Freedom Vote will be 

October 30 and 31 and November I and 2. The lama candidates will 

be on the Freedom Vote as are in the Regular Election on November 

3. People can FREEDOM REGIstER anytime to vote in the Freedom Vote. 

The Freedoro DelllOcratic 1'&rty will try to get IDOre votes in 

the Freedom Vote than there are in the regular election. This 

will .how that Negroe, want to vote and would vote if they wetl! 

allowed to. It will also show chat if Negroe. were allowed to 

vote in MI.ssissippi, there ~uld be differeot people reprelenCing 

Killilltpp1. 

The Regular Democratic hrty does not like the Freedom Vote. 

But the Negroe. of Missialippi want to Itand up and be counted. 

They know chat if they voce in the Freedom Vote their voice. will 

be hurd. And the,. know that if they vote for Preddent JOhnlOn, 

he will have co lilten. 

• 

, , 

, 
, 
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40 Statement by Charles M. Sherrod, September 1964 

 

 

It was e cool day 1n AUJust b.,ida the ocean. Atlantic City, 
Hew Jers.y ••• waiting for the DeDOcratic National Convention 
to begin. In that republican for t ress hi,tory was about to 
be made . High on a billboard smiling out at the breakers 
WI. a pictun!! of Barry Goldwater lind an in.tription "In your 
heart you know he ' , rlgnto" Later 10r.l80n8 had written 
underneath, "Yes extre1!lB ftlht 0" Goldwater had had bis 
''elaneat'' two week, bef(l r e on the other ocean. This wa, to 

- be L. B. J.·s '''ollent'', and we W8r a to find out that thi.!! 
was ~l,o his convention . 

The ~Hssi$Sippt Freedom Democratic Party had been V<lrkin8 
rather loosely all summer . Honey was as SClrce as prominent 
friends , ,\ 511811 band of dedicated per SOns forled out of the 
frustration and aspirations of an oppressed people a wedse; 
a moral wedee whi~h brouaht the monstrous politi~al saChinery 
of the gr.atest power on earth to a screeching halt. 

The Freed~ D .. oc rati~ Party was formed throulh precinct, 
COUnty, district , and stat e conventions. An at t empt to 
register with the state was frustra ted . But the Party was 
opened to both black and white voter s and non·yoters for the 
State of Mississippi had denied the rilht to vote to 
thousands . Hinaty-three perCent of the Nelroes twenty · one 
years of lie or "der in Mississippi are denied the right 
to vote . To .how to the Convention and to the country that 
peopl e want to vote in Mississippi, we held a Freedo~ 
Registration c.mpaign . In other words. a voter registration 
blank for. from a no rthern . t ate was used. Sixty-thousand 
parsons signed up in less t h.n three month. . We present ed 
our registrs tion books to the Cradentisls Co .. ittee. Both 
the fact. and the law wera ably represented by our attorney . 
Jo.eph ~auh . Jr., who .a. al.o a m .. ber of the Credential. 
Co.-ittce. 

No Doe could lay that we were a renesade group. We had tried 
to work within the .tructur e of the State Party. In fatt. we 
were not onl y trying to be intluded in the State Part y , but 
we al,o sought to ins~re that the Stat e Party wouid ramain 
loyal to the ~andidates of the National Democratit Party in 
November . We attended precinct meeting' in seyeral parts of 
Mississippi. 

In eight precincta in six different counties we went to 
polling stations before the tiee legelly desIgnated for the 
pretinct aeeting, 10;00 A. M. , but were unable to find any 
evidence of a aceting . Some officials denied knowledge of 
any meeting: others claiQed the .'eting had already taken 
plllce. 1ft the.e precinct. WI procaeded to hold o~r nn 
eeetings .nd elected our own delegates to the county conven-
tion.. • 

In six different counties where we found the white precinct 
eeetings, we were excluded fro .. the meetlng. . In HaUieshurg 
we wore told that we could not partiCipate without roll t.x 
receipts, despite the recent Constitutional •• ano-ent, 
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outlawing such provisions. 

In ten precincts in five different counties, we "ere allowed 
to attend the l!Ieetin&s but lI'ere restricted frol!! exercising 
full rights: SOr:lC "ere not allo~ed to \lote; some wer~ not 
allowed to nominate delegates froD the floot; others were not 
allowed to choose who tallied the votes. No ono could say 
that I<e had not tiied. ~'e had no alternative but to farn a 
State party that ... ·ould include everyone. 

So suty-eight delclates came from llississippi--blllc:k, white , 
maids , r:linisters, carpenters, farmers, painters, nechanic" 
school teachers, the young, the o l d--they .... ere ordinary 
people ~ut each had an extraordinary story to tell. And they 
could tell the story! The Saturday before the convention 
began, they prellented thoir calle to the Credentials Conmittee , 
and through televillion , to tho nation and the world . No 
hup~n being confronte~ with the t r uth of our testimony could 
rena in indifferent to it. Many tears fell, Our position 
was valid and our case lIlS just. 

But t~o ~ord had been Eiven. Th~ Freedom Party vas to he 
scated _dthout voting rights 115 honored guests of the 
Convention, The Party caucused and rejected the proposed 
"compromise . " The slow and now frantic I!Il!.cllinery of the 
administration was grir.ding aaainSl itself . President 
Johnson had given Senator HelDphrey th", specific task of 
dealing witll us , Tiley were desperately seeking ways to seat 
the regular ~1issis5ippi delegation without any show of 
disunity , The administration neede:! trne : 

Sunday evening, there WBS a soaewhat secret meeting held at 
the Deauville Uotel, for all Negro delegates, The "' . F . D. P. 
was not invited but loIas there . In a small , crowded , dark 
raolD with a Ian.:>: table and a black. hoerd , SO!"le of the mast 
pra~incnt Negro pol1ticillns in the cauntry gave the "word" , 
ane hy ane , Then , an old man seated in a 50ft chai r s t ruggled 
slawly to his feet . It was the black delln af politics, 
Congressman Charles Da~san af Chicaga. 

Unsteady in his voice , he said exactly what the other "leaders" 
had said: 1. \Ie mUST noainnte and elect Lyndan B. Johnson 
for Preddent in Noyember: 2 . ~'e nust register thoussnds of 
Negroes to bote: and 3 . !"e must rollo~r leadership , adding 
"we must respect wamanhood" , end sat down . I 'ith the.t u little 
WOI!Hm, <.lark and strang, Ilrs, Annia Devine frolll Clinton, ~Iiss. 
stending noer the front asked to be heard. The Congressmen 
did not deny hlor. She beJ:lan to spenk . "I'll. have Leen treated 
liko boasts in MJssissif'Pi, They shat us down like animals." 
She l:!e!':lln to rack back and forth lind her yoica quivered. "We 
risk our lives coming up hero,.,politics must be corrupt if 
it don't care nane about people down there, "these politicians 
sit in pasitions and forget the people who out then there . " 
She went on, crying between e8ch sentence, but right after 
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.,. 
her ~l'itncSi tho !!Iceting was adjourned . 

Whllt nightl!l!1ro wefO rheyhllvina1 Here 10'11 .... ero in a lifo-death 
iTip, ~'Testltns with the best political .'ItTllteslsts in the 
country. We needed only eleven votes fOT e minority report 
fro~ the Credentials Coonitree . They had postpbned their 
report thrae tllle,; Il sub-col'Il'littee "'115 wor )::lna around the 
clock , If theTe had been I vote in the Credentials CO!MIittee 
Saturday we would have probably hid four til'l8s .5 l'Iany votes 
as we needed, Sunday two til!l8S .1 .any. !lad as lato .s 
Tuesday, we still had ten delegates co~ittod to call fOT the 
.inority repo rt . l'Io had ten Itlte dlll02:lIt10n, on record as 
supporting us. I"e had at 10.,t six person, on tho Cro,lentials 
C~maittee itself who attended our caucus to help determine 
th .. bost strategy. Fe had over h.lf of the press at our 
disposal. 11'0 wore the issue , tho only Issue at that conventiof 
But thr bloak lcAd~rship at the convention went the vay of 
th" "black dolan ' S" 1113Xi.a ; "Follow leadership"-·the vord had 
been givun . 

Th, Freedom Party had nade its position clear, too . They had 
c'Jne to tho Convention to be soatod instel!d of the all-white 
[larty frail ~tississippi but they were will ins: to compror.lise . 
A conpromiso wos suggested by Congress.oolln Edith Groen 
(D.-Qre,) , II l!Iolllhcr of the Credentials COl!llllittee . It was 
acceptable to tho Freedom Party and could have become the 
minority report: 

1. Ever yone would ~c subjccted to a 
loyality oHh , both tho Fr eedom Party one!. tha "issh,ippi 
ref'ul:u Pl"rty: 2. Each dolc1'lIte who tool: tt-e onth would 
be seatod (lnd tho votes wou l d be divided pro~ortionately . 

It WI'S 1"1n11'101: t he !"reedOIl Pll rt y would accept no less. 

The 1I.j"inis~ration count<':red witI- another cOll"ro"he. It 
hcc fhe pOInts: 1. The 1l11·whlte P3rty woul;!. uke the ouh 
~n:l h~ seated: 2 . T!te "rt'odo" f'ie'locntic Party would he 
wolcOJ'Ied .. honored C:UCsts of the Convention: 1. Clr . Aaron 
flenry end Qey . I:d1olin Kin" Che11'1"an anJ !;ational COl'lliitteellllln 
of the Freedo. De~oc~lIti c Party resnoctlvely, would be eiven 
delegt'..te st3tus 1n a srecial cateRory of "delegatC5.at 
l a r ge ": 4 . The OOlllocrlltic National CO!lll1ittee would obligate 
stote, by 1968, to select and certify delepates throus:~ ~ 
pr?C~$S 1oI1thout regard to face , creed , coler , or national 
orlgln: ~n~ S. The Chaiman of the ~lItionlll De~oc ratic 
Co~ittee would estab li sh II special cosnitteo to aid the 
state, in eeeting standardS sot for tr.e 1968 Convention 
an<! ttln II report would be !!lade t o t~e t'ationol DC1Ioc~atic 
C~~ittee and bo available for the next convention and its 
lIel'lbers. 

The "l-'orJ" had cOllie down for the last til"lt~. 
lose support in the Crecentials CO~l'Iittee . 

lte had belun to 
This ca~e Main l y 
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as a result of a soueeze play by the adftinistration . 

[t was Tuesday ~orning when the Freedoe Party delegation was 
hustled to its meeting place, the Union Te~ple Daptist Church . 
You could cut through the tension , it was 50 apparent . 
People were touchy and on edge. It had been a long firht; 
beinE up night and day, running after delegatiens, following 
lea~s , speaking, answering politely, always aggressive , 
always ~oYing. Now, one of the eost ~?ortant decisions of 
the convention had to be made . 

~t a~out one o'clock, it was r oported that a group fro~ the 
t'.F . n.p. had gone to talk with representatives of the 
aC!olinistration and a report was given: it was the five point 
compromise . This was also the majority report from the 
Creilentiah COl'llIlittee . There were no~' seven hours left fer 
sixty-eight people to exanine the cOt:\oronise, think about it, 
accept or reject it , propose the appropiate action , and do 
whut was necessllry te implel:lent it . Tt-,e hot day dragged on; 
there ~ere speeches and speeches nod talk and talk--Cr . 
"'nrtin Luther King, Rayerd Rustin, 'ienator 'I'hlyne lIane, 
Congrcss~oman Edith Green , Jack Pratt , James Farner , Ja~es 
For~<1n , Ella Baker, and Dob '~oses, Some wanted to accept 
tpe co~promise , and others did not. A fe~ re~ained ncwtral 
and all voiced total support whatever the ultimate decision, 
But t~e had made the decision . Tt-a day ¥8S fast spent 
when discussion W8S opened to the delegation, 

The administration hail succeeded in oaiting us into extended 
discussion and this was the end . l'e had no time to sift 
throunh over five thousand delegates and alternates , through 
nincty*eiBht Credentials Co~ittee ne~bers who could havo 
been anywhere in the ocean for all we knew. 

The rrorosill was rejected t'y the Freel1oll! Party Delegation; 
we hn~ como through another crisis with our ~inds depressed 
but our hearts and h~nds unstained, AgaIn we had not bowed 
to "massa". "e wore IIsserting a moral declaration to this 
country that the pOlitical mind nust be concerned with much 
More than the expedient; that there ate teal issues in this 
country's politics am! "race" is one . 

One Clln logically nova from this point to others, J:irst of 
1111, the problem of "race" in this country cannot be solved 
witt-,out political adjustment. "'e must consider the I!UlSters 
of political power at this point and acknowledge that the 
hl~cls arc not trusted with this kind of powor for this is 
ren] power. This is hov our meat ~aking and ~oney making 
and cress making lind love Making is regulated. A readjust
ment ~ust be Made. One hundred counties where blacks out
nUlllber whites in the South need I!n examnle for the future . 
The real question is ~hether Aftcrica is willing to pay its 
dues. I"e aro not only demanding 1!leat and 1:read and a job 
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but we are also del'\am!ing pOWl}r, a sharI} in power! tlil1 we 
share power in this country together in reconciliation or, 
out of frustration, take a share of power and ~how it, or 
the necd for it , in rioting and blood? 

The ~anipulation of power in our homeland is in white hands. 
Th~ white majority controls the decision-making process here . 
t.t President Johnson's t!oronation" in Atlantic City there 
were no blacks with power to challenge tha position of the 
acninistrntion. ~orcover . there was opposition by blacks 
to ~ny attempt to Yield power against the administrative 
position. There was no black group supnorting USi they had 
no poweri they could show no power . But they had positions 
of power. One would support that it is part of the system 
to give positions ~eaningless labels end withhold the real 
pover. This is the story of the bon1 between I}ur country 
and its black children . 

In the South and '~orth , the black ~an 15 losing confidence 
in the intentions of the Federal Gover~ent . The CAse of 
Byron de la aecwith is an example of what frustrates our 
people in this connection . The Klans~en freed in Georgia is 
another . Doth can to cxnlained but the eMotions which they 
arouse in the Neiro in this country cannot be explained away. 
The sclltin!; of the mssissippi Freedon Delegation could have 
eonc a lone way toward restoring the faith in the intentions 
of our government for Many who believe that the Federal 
Governl!lent is II white !!Ian. 'lany Negroes believe that the 
govert1!':lcnt has no intention of sharing the power with blacks. 
!'Ie can see through the "token". \')e have had a narne for a 
It'hito m:ln's Negro ever since any white :na.n filmed one. lfe want 
euch 1110re than "token" oosition or even representation . We 
want co,-,er for our people . Fe want it out of the country's 
res~oct for the ideals of America and love for its own 
people. lie neee to be trusted, each for his own worthi this 
is ~hy ~'e are not chllntine everlasting nraises for the civil 
riihts bill . T e remel'lber all the bills before . In fact, we 
reae~~er t~e reconstruction period . This time, we will be 
our own watch dogs on progress. ~e will not trade one 
slavery for another . 

Secondly. ~'e refuse to accept the total responsibility for 
the conditions of race relations in this country. At the 
convention we were repeatedly told to he "responsible"i 
that GOldwater would benefit frOll our actions. I··e were told 
that riots in ~arleM and Rochester anc Jersey City and 
PhiladelphiB lIIust stoP. "Responsible" leaders have gotten 
up and called moratorlums in response to directives to be 
"responsible". The country is }:<eing hurt by the riots , we 
are told adrnoniihingly. 

l'Iho can 
socity? 

~akc jobs for people in 
I'ho plans the cities? 

socity? liho runs our 
regulates the tErtff? 
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!.'ho laa.kes the laws? 1110 interpcu the law? l'ho hole, the 
POI cr1 Lot the~ be responsible: They are at faults who 
hnve not alleviated the onuses whieh make Mon oxpress their 
feelings of utter despair and hone l essness. Our socie ty is 
ameu, {or its white-weshing , bucK- passing tactics . That is 
one reason fhe "ississip))i Frecdol:l DCJ:locratic Party could 
not accent the administration ' s COI'ITJfOr.1iSO. It lias made to 
look like something Ilnd it was nothing . It ,"'as Made to 
pacify the bInd;s in this country . It die not vo Tk . tie 
refuso<' to acocpt a "victory". t'e could have IIccepted t he 
cOl'l:'lrolllise, called it a victory nnd 1(cnt bsck to llissi,sippi , 
carried on the shoulders of l:Iillions of 'legroe, aCTOSS the 
country 115 their champions. But we love t he ideals of OUT 
countTY; they !'lean 1I'I0Te than a "lIIolllent" of viCt OTy. !"e a TO 
what YC aTc--hung TY, beaten, unvictOTious, jobless, home les s , 
but thankful to have the strength to fight. This is 
honesty and we r efuse to cOlJpromise here . It would have 
been a lie to accept that particul ar cODprol'lise. It would 
havo said to blacks across the nation an1 the ~orld that we 
share the power and that is a lie : The "liberals" lIould 
have felt gre at reli ef for a job well done. The Danocr ats 
would have laughed again at the seeTegation ist r.epublicans 
and sniled that their own "Negroes" weTe satisfied. That 
is a lie: :'e are a country of racists with a racist 
heTitage , a racist economy , a racist language, a raCist 
reli~ion , a Tacist philospphy of living , and we need a naked 
confrontation with ourselves, All the lies of television 
and radio and the press cannot save us fron what we really 
are . , . black OT White . 

It is only now that a voice is bein~ heard in OUT land . It 
is tr.e vo ice of t he poor; it is the tongue of the under 
privileged; it is frol'l the liDS of the despera t e. This is 
a voice of utter frankness; the vhite lIIan kn()ws that he has 
dece ived himself for his own nurposes yet he continues to 
org~nize his own h~iliation and ours. 

We h:we no polit i cal panaceas. "e "'ill not claill that 
responsibUityeitheT. But we do sellrch for a way of 
truth. 

Charlel! I'. '>herrod 
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41 The Convention Challenge 

 

FDP 
THE CONVENT rON CHAlLENGE 

"lany friends of the !"DP have expressed concern IlJ1d confUsion 
as to why the !"OP delep;stion at AtlantIc City rol'used to I.ICCGpt 
the deoision o~ tr.~ Cl"(ldtmtials CO(!'I::>itto",. That decision gave 
Dr. Aaron Henry and Rav . ~ King votos a", Delllgates - At-Large, 
NQuired th!lt thG hagUler oe",oeratie party of MississippI pledee 
support to Johnson Hlllllphre:, in Noveillber . snd provided for n 
cou;rn1ttBe to ,",ork on ~qu1rinf" that at the 1968 convontion all 
delep':ates bG chosen throu .. h procosses WClich de not exclude NIIgl"o 
~"l!teMd vot&rs . 

In analvzlnl; why the "'l"P !:l1d not (!.ccept thIs c:o,"prO"Ttall , 1t 
18 il'lpertant to lUlooNltl\Ild f1rs~ \/h".t ttl!! FOP delogntion reP!'!IIlBnt
od and whllt It ae<;o!l'lpllshed nt the conventIon . The FOP dele,'ltlon 
wall not Ilitrlpl~' an "alternative" d"lagetion ~'''IOsen tly Ne~re Inlltend 
of white "1331~1I1pplans , 'The FOP Ls not n NEI>;rQ party, but an 
intelu·"t,ad pnrtJ , op"n to all white,S . It ;;1'0\1'11 d1 rectlv out of 
th" eivil r!r::hta l'TovalTl~nt in '11ss1a,10p1. It ca,.,,, t" Atlantic 
City dO"l!Uldinv , not si..,olv that Ne.,-roes be r"presented , ~t that 
r",oilllll be ended _ 1n '11os11l1l1pp1 and in tho Do..,oeratia Part:;> . 

'~oroavElr , tha conditionll under which the rot' delegation 
WIlO o~.oS()n wero cart"'1nl;, unlQ,lo . Thou.l"h tru. PDP delop:r:;tlon 
\l'as choson aC't'aroinr. to tho Inw~ of 1<!issisaippi, its 1'01,1 was 
only pnrtially polltlcul . Thh ta!lO bocaU30 sil'lpl] to tnkl! 
part in th<l pollt1r.(l.l llNC,;JlS of tho II t"tfo ",,,Ires t!'w N .. ~ro in 
~I1(1$iaslppl uutoro:c.tlcnlly s. rebvl aF;ninllt th6 sor,:l'ar,atad socIety . 
'I'hJ.s lila na tr...:t ho La in ~'l!:rIodlate and grave janllar of lOSing 
hi8 job , hIs holM , nnd pO:;fllbl.v his 11fe , Ila."I,Y of t'1.of.le w'ho 
represonted the FDP at IItlnntlc CIty MV .. sui'far>!Od tho /IIOllt 
hrutal [.nd contlnu~ ~prlanlG ,-"val' since Uvy berM >lorklnS 
for t!Y.Iir polltiaal rlghta . This l"nds 3. peculiar and unIque 
ai!' to th<lir o!'!'orts to nttend the Convention , nl'l<l meafll that 
tooy W9ro l1t~rn11y ,l{afllblin_~ t:lCIlr 11v"s ngntnst the rli1;,ht of 
b"in!';, .. ""~,,d in Atl"nLic Clt·, . 

l'h.; t.,ir<l thing that 'lUQt ~ underotood 1a th!lt th~ PDP 
hnd th~ support. it. Molded to -.11 n thfl !'1Mt :'It AUonti.:: City . 
Within tho Cr'ldiln:;i ... ln Co=i tt"'e their "'n.s 3Uff-!.cl .. nt support 
to jI'Ot the FD!" a d"lIl~nc!s on the flnor of tro Convention. through 
th,) sip:nln;; or 1\ "'~nor1t'l raport . On the 1'1001' , tMno .,.:19 
sufficlont support to forcG II. roll c'lll voto . Onon a rall call 
W!l.e nllow- d . "'Cllt ob,orvors ll.rroad thnt tha ""IIP would haV;! lHlon 
8<'otod . 'dhnt "'I'tlvonted • :is wn!J the ."oat ",llss1vF; PN81lUro frOIl! 
the "'Uto 1101180, thl"OURh tIlo "'lldlntlon or ffi:hArt HlI'nphro'l . nw 
FDP d,~laf'''"tlon "'III Itw~rr; or ail or th1s , "Ino it tMrofOl"Ol know 
tlmt l''tEI 1 Ild ,rahip of .ho p1rty nnd tha Con·,·'ntlon Wflll donying 
it wh/'.t In r'lct I thad tilH pO~'ll1r support to .. In . Thl.a kind 
of dlrtnUon 13 'Ii,'"t N~~I'O~s In ·HsJl~nl.p·'i faco nml havo always 
tneed , :J.r-i it ill procis<.'ly thIs t"U<t thoy n.1'8 IJar nlnr, to stand 
up 1l";lln~t . 
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The specific re MOOS tor the NI Jeo t1 on ot t he COllll!li tteD ' 8 
decision f olIo .... : 

1 . Supporters of the cO"lprom188 argultd that too two Boata 
would havD g r ant symbolic valuo . But 6B ayrohols would have been 
0. lot bette!' thllfl two . We "lUst stop playing the gIllllO of accepting 
takan recognition for roal chDllgo and of allow!n" tho opposition 
to. choose a few "llHid8l'S" to reprosont the pGople at 10rgo _ 
D_poelally if, 0.8 a t tho Convontion , tho opposition 18 all white 
nnd the pooplo ora all Negro . If the people are g01ng to he 
hClard in this country . then 1«0 /'lust lIIake tho coun try tcJ.k 'With. 
and 118ten to thOr.l , and not 0 handpiCked e01ll!l1tt88 . Tho 
pooplo 80nt 68 ropresontntlv8s thllt th(lY ChOSD 1n open convention . 
Tho delegation could not Violate thnt trust . 

2 . ThG first provision of th/lt cQIIIprO!llia8 WIlS that the 
Reglllnr delegntlon would be fully aoatod am rocognlted . Tho 
FDP did not go to Atlantic Clty to vata Cor a proposal which 
would reco.gnize thB Regulnr p8rty a8 the De~ocratlc representn_ 
tlva in ~1ss1BBlppl . The FDP cama to. unllsllt the regularll because 
they don't represent the people of KiSllbslppl . &vBn thB twa 
seats offered to ~e FOP would not havB been 'Ussisslppl vote~ , 
but merely votes nt larr.e . 

3 . The coropr0lll1lile made ~otense at settinp up melUllI of 
challanglnp deloga.ticns In 1968 from stat!HI whlch IntllrCore 
wlth Negro partlcipation in the pnrty . But the Crodentisla 
COlTllll1ttoe . In prlvate talks wlth tho FOP dale,.atlon , sold that 
it would nat guaran tee s sinf?~e reghte.rod voter addod to the 
lists in tho no:xt four yoars . Loso t h.n 6 percent of votlng 
fllle Ne~roas IU"(I now registered in the stato . I n order to 
participo.te in r ogular democratio party polltlcs in "'tasiaaippl 
you muat bo a l'Oglstored vot"r . 'I.'ho oompro!!l1lul propoaal dGalt 
only 10'1 th "voter' '' . So, evon if Negrooa aN oarl'littod to attend 
llIOetings in 196'1 to provo tho oarty ia "opon"; thoy don ' t sta d 
1Ul] rool chanco of hnvlng a voice in tho d 001alO1'1 of that par~y . 

4. Soma aupportors oC thl oompromlso arguod that till FOP 
W!lS roproaanting all 110gl"OOs in the coul\try nnd thB two II Ba ta 
offa:red would ~alUl a lot to tha~ 1n tho No r thorn citioa , WheN 
r ioting hilS b;lon t aklng plnce. But tho 68 persono oall)l to 
Atlnn 1c City to roprcsant tm Nogroos of Misaisslppi !Inc! no t 
tho oountry as n Io!lole . Thst ia the nature of aU delegetlona 
at tho conv~ntion . It is unroaoonnbla to aek the- \U.ssiSSlppl 
dalOlp;ntlon to boar tho burden o.f tho ontiro country _ ospecially 
slnea It is one or tho 1II0llt powcrlo.!ls g:roups in tho country to 
ac t ually n:tCoct oonditions . Thoro 1s no roason why tho Negr0fl8 
of "'1891es1p1'1 IIhould boa saorificod on tho nltar of national 
pOlitics . 

5. "nw c.JIT)prolllisa offered no pracodont tor tho future , 
eepecially slnco it w ns not haeod on !l.I1y procedont in the il/lilt . 
It offarod tha "'DP nothtn~ In the way of pOY"llonent recognition , 
patronago , official stfltuO or a 8'lnrnntee of partI clplition in 
tho 1965 conventl ' n o Tho oomprOl'llso wne a comple-toly ona - shot 
affair; the FOp is not . 

• • 
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6 . 'rho cOOlDll.ttoe !lot up to r-:.viow euen ",Qtt<ll'S f o r tho 
1968 cop.vontio~ MS no of'!'iel:t l atetus or power with N1gll.rd to 
ths 1968 convontion . r t !111] loole !j:ood on ?aflor , but I ts s t_ngth 
l 1es thol'( on tM po.pJl;' 'lnd nO'..th<Jr<.' ul ae . 

7 . Tho oOl'lpro:"l illG wea an orfort by tho .J.d:nlnlstrlltlon , 
lod by Prosldant Johnson , t o pNv:lnt II. floor .fi gh.t on the le-UI 
at tho conventiw . L'ho comprQIDlsG !las not des ignod 1.0 dsn.l With 
tho 10su8s rah od by the PDP 1n challon;1ng tho rogular dal06lltl on . 
~M PDP lIe111 I':'I.t1 0n came to " U nntic Ci. t y to r niao ttl " lSfl.U9 or 
r Il,0 18111 , not !lim pl y to de:nc.nd 1'oeogn1::10n . It could no t Ilcoept 
a t oiron docision whi ch had fill ita I)c'I1 th, llvoidance 01' tM 
quest i on of ~ Il.Ci81!l . 

P1n8011 y 1t IInl!t be understood t hat tbo FDP delegnt1 0n did 
not <:0111& to Atl'intic Cit ... basc:im,; ror erul!lbs . '!'b3y CHIlI9 demandlnl" 

tull l"il"hts • .for th.lJ!lsolvos and for 1 . OPO , O()() otoo r hu.J:v.n boio.S!I , 
Thoy would have Ilccoptod IIl'1 y honQrtlblc co."pr:l"lUo bo twolln J'<loson_ 
able 1'10.1'1 . Th!"> test W!la not wneth-J r t he PDP !'!ould OC!'!9pt "political 
rtHlllllm" , hut r!lthar w',eth"r t ho's Cmwenti;:ln and tho :tllt l "'nlll 
Do!!locI'll tic Pa rt ;. conid aceept tbl ctl:> l1 on;':o presen t ed by thn 
POP. tho COJwontion and t ho NIlU.,nal UO'OC J:'.!lt tc Par ty falled 
that t os t . 

PLANS OF THE !liSSrSSIPPl FREEDOM O&lOCfiATlC PARTY 

Ond9r tho il.1p3tus or tt..(; Convontion Chal!en;o tit Atlnnt1c 
City , t ho P!'OQdol'l Dcmoc ['at1c P'lrty bas undoI'Rone gNut growt h 
nnd solldi.flc'!tioo throu~hout M1:Jaissipp1. Local. l iHldershl p ls 
tllkln~ ave. r e. lnr .. or and 1~r;:;"r shura of t ho orgcnlzational work 
or the. pc.r t y 'JlU too nH'l t od "I'I'orts of votor rogll!tI'!lt.1on aed 
oduclltton . Distr!ct , C(Alnty , l.ond Proclnct IIIC,jtl(lllZ! aN> bainF; 
hold Illl oVur the stntl) 1'0 Curth"r thlls<l pl'Og:rIl~ , Th/J 1II1l1n 
tnsk oi' thu FOP in th.) ""xt f"w 1Il0ntlui 10111 be to soe t hnt f ocu3 
1s ~1von to th" pollt iew. v<X'k till! toot lIIat.orials aro t\vs.1lllb l o 
t o t'urth",l" t ho qduc:lti~n~l pr.wr~':l . Thoso qi'r"rts ><111 cont"I' 
around tn:, ?roodOM Vot!) nnd thQ n·)" FrolJdo"! Pr1"'lJr9 . 

Tho lIlotn o .frort of tho ~OP tn thl !lO xt six wOllks vl1l bel a 
FNlGdom Vot!) to:! '!-.o h,ld Octob"r 31 and N()1;·.l;,h~r 1 a"d 2 . Th" 
F:N<:ldom Vot,) will o!.J opGn ~o ~.ll ploplG , Nogro and w'Uto , NI,,;hto:r
od or unTVp:l"t""J'O;Id • .mo IlNl ~t loast 21 llnd rOl::ltdClnts of'115I1i5 -
sippi . L:rndon .1<;1hns"n aud !Jut-ert :!uO"lph!',,'J >T111 bo p 1oc(ld ll..;ainst 
BaM';· Oold",:ot r and "11l1'~ 'I:11I)r in t.bo F'Jo "do ... Vot" . 'I'h,) FOP 
wl11 als o :r"'.m D:r . lI:lron nonr:,r tor th;) S ... n(lto , 'II' , Ha:r;lld Rob,. 
I' or Conrr ¥S5 in tlH Lilt I)t"l.r1ct, ~II . Pnnnio Lou Halllsr 1n the 
2nd District , "rs , Annlo De·, l nG in th(j 4th Dist r'l,ct , lIn<'i ·1!."'S . 
Victor'in Or'(I" .!.I'l m3 5th Distrtct . 

Tho FOP 1 s t.lso 3upportlnr: thct Johrlson_Hul'lphNl1 ticket in tho 
r ctgulnr "l"ctlon Nov;mbor J . Tha FOP candldntvs ("xeopt Mr . Roby) 
will ontur t h" t olctc1;l 01'1 lUI lndapand;onts . 'l'ha FDP ..,ill bO tho on11 
l118.jor' group in Ml!.Is lul ppi aup p:>rtln& JOM301l _Hu"lphray In Novombar . 
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The Regular D('ltlloerat i e Party of lUui"lppl mil opon1, 
tho Barry OOldwa.ter_W1l111l1!1 "lillor tieklt . 

endor,ed " . 
'l'h('l FDP i, supportin/!: Johnoon and Hu'llphray >oven though 1 twas 

Johnson and Humphr')v who blockod tho 8oRtlnp; of tho FDP at Atlantio 
C1ty . It is doln; th t s becauso it rocor,nil!es tM llllportaf'lce of 
a Johnson_Humphrll" victor:; 1n Novambar ; elld bocauso 1t bollovOl , 
dOlpel to At l antic CitV, In tho ulthlRto abl11ty of the De1'10CNltiC 
Party to molot tho challonjle of tho F'tIP and elltll1.nato l'"9.chm tram 
Its rr:.nJrs . It 0.1.10 knows tbnt support tor Johnson w111 help In its 
fIght Illul1nst tha Rogular Da",orratlc ?I1crty bocll118 0 at t hll,llltter's 
opposI t ion to tho candIdates and Platforn of the Nati:ma1 Party . 

But sine<> 911" of "fiss1ulppl's Nee'l'OOl at votin@: age still 
are not Nlglstel"6~ , thEl FDP CM offer only tokan 'upport for 
candidate" In thEl :regu1llr c10ct10n. Instoad , 1t, efforto wil l 
focus on the FNsdom Vote , wherv o.oyone can vote . '1'hs 1t11portanoe 
of the Froedom Voto 18 that It givos to 1'i1os1.s.Ippl's dlsEln ~ 
franchised Negroos tb.> chance to participll.to In po11tice and 
1ndieate their political profal"onel3~ . 

Tho PDP twpos to havo tIIo!;"O vOtQII caat fer its cnndidatos in tho 
FNOdom Voto than al"e cnst for thB oppooit:loo cnndldatos in thB 
regular elocticn. In thiS "oI3y , tho. Freedom Vot,) Will ohow, net 
only that Ml88iSai ppi ' s Nogro.oo would voto 1£ they wel'El allowed to 
do '0 , but tbst too outOOIiO of the oloctions undol" such e1l'"eulllstnnco 
would be radically <Siffor..,nt . It lfotlld also sllow that Nogroes would 
be olected to. publIc ef fiees 1n ~iaoisslppi it the Negro half of 
thllo state ' s.?oP"latlon Wal"e allowed to. vote . 

ThB 19b11 PrGedom Voto wUl hnd to further challangos on the 
natloool. lOVEll. In Jonuarr tho FDP wIll o.tt<'lll'lpt to have tho '41s 
aisoippl ropr<'lsentntiveo to C'·ongross unseatod on t h" Ill"ounds that 
tooy woro choson throup:h a diac!"im1nll.tory votIng proe\lldure . The 
PDP Will show thr t.ugh tho Froedol1l Vote that aolllO at lel!ot ef tho 
J"Ofrular cMdidatas would Dot h.~ve boon olocted If Nl3grooo had the 
l"tght to voto . If thill \lIffort falls , the FDP wIll ask thO DelllocrnUc 
enuc\ls to s tn p all Hi suissipp1 ropresontn tl voa of thoi r seni 0l"1 ty 
In COOl!ro,S . ThIs wIll fllso bo dono Cll th." (l:rounds of votlnll dlocM. 
rn1natIon, nnd on the j<'round. of regula!;" party dIsloyalty . Tho pop 
ex.,acts to CI!IOi;Il'f(O tl'Olil tho Fro"dom Voto WIth a !!Iueh stl"Bnl'thonad 
orgnnll!nUon at tho local laval and with rlJUch broadar o.wareneas 
of lto gonls nl'lon!7 th" Nogroos of tho state. 

THi:: PItE:EDOH PRHIERS _ 'n'IO FOP has 1aunehlld !l IIUljOl" now educa
tional program in tho otate through thol usa of th-a i"raodorrl Prl!11drs . 
Tho PrllodOill Pr1 rei rs arc. sh:)rt , sllllplo b:)ol(lo ts on difforont phasos 
of polities , ocono~lcs , and cIvil rights aa thoy effoct Misslss1p

'tho rlrst pnmor coneorn<)d 'lhO Cpnyontl:m ChGllepge aDO 1M 

Vi11 bo dlstributod to "!FDP actIvists IlIld to 
Mississippi Projact ' s Freod~ SchoolS . As much as 

HPDP distribution wll1 bo !!lade through local offlcors of 
th ... pnrty . In th1s way thoy will lIarvEl nn organizational II' "'1I11 
a:s an oduc!i. ti,:n.,l function , 

Tho pnmorll w111 bc used as tho basis or dll1cussl:m at precinct 
and county !'IGotirl8s nnd at voter roF;lstration moet1ngs. 1t Is hoped 
th!lt tho priPlOr9 can bo published once ovary 10 days tor a full 
yonI' , cach issuo 0" a dlffaront topic . It 111 hoped tho primors will 
provids a bNladth of taets 000 concepts !!lore v1tn1 to thB growth of 
polit1cal undarstandinj;! than a !!lora rIgid "ducnt1 :>nn1 program . Page 287 of 353



 

X: Freedom Election, October 29-November 3, 1964 
 

 
 
 

Since most black residents couldn't vote in the 1964 regular election, organizers conducted a 
parallel Freedom Election between October 31 and November 2. Despite shootings, beatings, 
intimidation, and arrests, more than 62,000 people cast ballots, disapproving the 
segregationists' claim that black Mississippians did not want to vote. In most counties, Freedom 
Voters actually outnumbered regular Democratic Party voters, showing that African-Americans 
would be a powerful voting bloc in the South. 

 
42 Freedom Candidates, Mississippi, April 12, 1964 
(4 pages) COFO instruction sheet on the plan to run a parallel election, who the candidates are, and what 
they stand for http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/16515 

 
43 Freedom Primer No. 2: The Freedom Vote and the Right to Vote 
(10 pages) Brochure describing how the Freedom Vote advanced the cause of ensuring the right to vote 
was extended to all people, regardless of race 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8601 

 
44 Freedom Vote Candidates, October 28, 1964 
(1 page) SNCC newsletter article with photographs and biographies on the eve of the election 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/21075 

 
45 Events in Mississippi November 1-2, 1964 
(2 pages) List of violent incidents perpetrated during the Freedom Vote 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/16505 

 
46 Freedom Democratic Party Vote Results, Fall 1964 
(1 page) Table showing results county-by-county, and comparing MFDP candidates' totals to mainstream 
party candidates' totals http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8215 
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42 Freedom Candidates, Mississippi, April 12, 1964 

 

FREEDOM CANDIDATES MISSISSIPPI 

For the first time in this century, four Negroes are 
candidates for national office from Mi8Sissipp.1. One is a 
candida te for the Senate and three for the HOWle of Repre
aentatlvea. 

The four campa ig11ll are beinlli coordloo ted under the 
auspice-s of the COunc11 of Federa ted Organ1:i\a tiona (COFU) > 
an UI!Ibrella <, ivil righta organization in Missisaippi com
prising the Student Non-VIolent Coordinating COmmittee 

f
SNCCi ' CORE, the Southern Christian Uladet'ship Conference 
SCLC , and the IlAACP . 

..... 11 four candidatea are entered in the regular Dem
ocratiC! primary in Kissiasippi to be held ,jIme 2. They ere 
t"Unning on wh.!lt is be"1.alled the FREEDOM OE/IIOCRATIC PARTY. 
If the>" sre ~efeated in the Democratic party, they will 
be ablE! to contirrue their campaigns a6 Independents in the 
General Election in November. 

The csml1dacy of the Freedom Candidates .1a a t1irect 
challenge to the lily-white one_party politic!!l I'Itructurt! 
of the state. Only ~8,OOO or 6.6~ of Mlasissippi's 422,000 
NBgroea of voting age have been registered to vote. 525,000 
whi tes sre regi"tered voters. 

All the Freedom Candidates Will make Negro voting 
r'ights one Qf the baSic issues of their cllmpaigns. The 
aampBigns themselves ..,ill "ervE' as the rocus for' voter Reg
istration activities by COFO during the corning ~nths. 

FOr those not allowed to register on the Official booll:s, 
there w111 be a lIeparote progl'Bm ; FREEDOM REGISTRATION. The 
Freedom Democratic Party has set up ita Ololn unofficisl voter 
registr-ation bookS for the purpose of registering flS many 
IS pOBBib:le of Miasiasippi's 400,000 disenf'ranchiBed Negroes. 
~ese books, known 8S Freedom Registration Baolla, will be 
managed by Freedom Regiatrars appOinted by COPO in every 
eounty. The Freedom Registrars will have the power to pp
point deputy registrar'S to sid then in covering the county 
to prOvide every Negro with the opportunity to register to 
vote. 

Freedom Registration has aeverel purposes. First. it 
l<Iill sPrve as a mechanism through which Negroes O.'ln org3n
ize aoross the stete. secondly, it will be too foous of 
attempts to get Negroes registered on the officill county 
bOoka. 

Thirdly. Freedom Regiatrltion w111 form the baais for 
FREE...'1OM ELECTIONS to be held /It the same time os the ofncial 
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elections 1n JUne and November. In the Freedom Elections, 
the only qualif1cations w:tll be that voters are 21 or over. 
residents of the state, and registerecl on the Freedom Reg
istrat10n Books before the election. Whites 8S well IHI 
Negroes will be allowecl to vote. Democrat1c and Republ1~n 
oandidates will be listed together with Freedom Democratic 
Csnd1dates. 

Through Freedom Registration and the Freedom Elections , 
it 101'111 be made clear tha t thousands of Negroes who are cle
nted the right to vote 1n the offletal electiona would do so 
if they could. on this baals, the aaating of succeasful Re. 
publican and Democrntl0 eandidates 101'111 be ehallenged 1n 
Congress and 1n the Federal Courts on the grounds that II 
signif1cant port1on of the voting-age population has been 
dented the r1ght to vote because at color or raoe. 

Thus, the Freedom candidates will serve not only to 
bring the issues to the people at MiSSia!lippi, dramatize voter 
disorim1nation, and the atJOOaphere of harresSlD!lnt and resis
tance by the ofticial state apparf! tus, but will lIarve 8S a ba-
818 tor challenging the rights of the inoumbents to assume 
their seats in Congresl<. 

As a further part of its politioal program, the Freedom 
Demooratio pa rty will send (I FREEDOM DEMOORATIC DElEGATION 
to the National Demooratio Convention a t Atlantic City in 
Augus t. 

The Freedom Candidates will serve as the titulQr heads 
of the Freedom Democratic Delegation . Other delegates will 
be (lhosen through a aeries of I!leetings on the precinct, oounty, 
distriot, and state levels Just as in the regular M.ississippi 
DelllOcratiO party . Ul1like the regular party l!I8ohinsry, however, 
whioh is all - white, exelusive , and often dOminated by White 
Citizens Council members , Freedom Delegates will be chosen in 
open meetings in whioh al l regUtered votera (whether offioial 
or Freedom registered), Negores and whitea a like , will be al
lowed to participa te. 

At the Nationa 1 Convention, the Freedom DeIllClC1'8tic Del
egation w111 ::Ittempt to have the Regular Democratic Delegation 
unseated and the Freedom Delegation sooted in its plsoe. It 
will do this on the grounds that the Regular DemocratiC Del
egation was choQen by undemocratiC means and thot the Dem
oorat iO Party of Mi(Jsissippi has been dis l oyal to the Nat1on1l1 
DemocrstiC Party. 

The Regular Minisllippi DernocratiO party split with 
the Nstional DemocratiC Party in 1960 . It did not support 
the Natiofllli Democratic Tiokat seleoted by the National Con
vention, John P. Kennedy and Lyndon B . Johnson. It all10 
refused to sUPpOrt the plo tfonn adopt", by the National 
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ConventIon. The Regular Mississippi Demoorat1c Party can
dIdates 1n the gubernotorlel race of 1963 told the voters. 
that the MiSSl11181ppl Democratic Perty otenda for white su
premacy and egainst Negro voting power. The principles of 
the Nationsl DemooratI0 Party make it clear that estate 
party whlch behavea 1n the flBnnor of the MiSSissippi Dem
oeratic Party st"nc!1.I in violation of NIltlonal Party polioy . 
Thls 18 suff1cient grounds, IIcoorOlng to Natlon1l1 DemocratI0 
Party rules, to withdraW recogn1tion of the state party_ 

The Freedom Democratic Delegation w111 be pledged to 
support the National Democratic Ticket .... nd the N.:ltlonnl Dem
ocratiC Platform chosen a t the National OOmocr.:ltl0 Conven
tion - - BS well as ba1ng pledged to work for the full ano 
equal rights of a ll Allerleana. 

PREEDOM CANDIDATES : Below are brief biographieal oketohos 
and (l!lClp!l1gning programs for the tour Freedom candidatea . 

MRS . FANNIE LOU HAMER - . - running in the 2nd congres_ 
sional :tistriot agsinat Rep. Jllln1e Whitten , Chail"!llan of the 
House Appropriations Sub· e .)m:n1ttee on Agrioulture. 

Mrs . Ha~r , 47, oornea from Sunflower County, the home 
of James Eastland , where Negroes a)'e 69l' ot the PQpulatlon . 
She is the wlte of perry HIlmer, a cotton gin worker in Rule_ 
ville. until 1962 , the Hamel's had lived for 16 years on a 
plantation tour m11ell from Ruleville. On August 31 or thet 
year, the day Mrs . Hamer registered to vote , they were told 
the ... would have to leQye t.he plantation .immedIately . 

Mrs. HEllner bego.n wor;d.ng wIth the Student Non·Violent 
CoordInating ColllJl.1ttee In December 1962 and nas been one ot: 
the most ect~,!e workers In the atate on voter Registration. 
On June 9, 19b3 , While returning from a SNCe workshop, she 
was arrested in 'oiinooo, Miss., and brutally beaten with a 
blaokJaok whUe in ja11. Mra. Hamer opened hoI' t' ilmpIJ1gn in 
Ruleville on /IlIX'ch 21. She hopea t o use her campaign to ar
tIculate the grlevonoes of M1sl'1llJoippi 'a Negroes , pBX'tioularly 
In the ootton - rioh Delta, the 2nd Congressional D1stX'iet, where 
Negroea arE! a olea r majority (59%) of the population . Mr:l.. 
Ramer oonstantly tel1s her audiences that she is only saying 
''what you hove been thinking al1 along . " 

But MrS. !i!I~r plans to direct her campaign to whites 
as well as Negrooe. It i3 her thesis that 011 /Usaiss1pplans., 
white and Negro alike, are v1ct.tma of the al1-white , one-party 
PQwer atructure Of the 3tate. In her oampaign , lIhe explains 
how Jamie Whitten, from hIs PQslt10n on the House Approprl.:1-
t~on3 Sub-Committee on AgricultUre, killed a bill to train 
2.JOO tractor drivers. Six hundred of those to be trained were 
white. 

Mra. Hamer is ~reBently ill in Ruleville (the nearest doo· 
tor ie 10 miles sway). Her condition Is provoked and made more 
seriOUS by after effects of the 1963 besting, from whish ahe hOle 
never fUlly recovered. 
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JAKES ,,",omIOE HOUSTON ~ - - cam'l1clate f!'Qrn the 3rd Congres
sional Distr10t against Robert Bell Wl111o ll'.8 , seoond in COJllI:ll!nd 
on the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Comm1ttee . 

Mr. HOUB t on, 74 yesl."S old , is a retired maohlnl~ t from 
Vicksburg, IlIf'mber of the NAACP f or over 20 years . He was or
rested in 1934 for pa l't lclp:1 t lon in a rural distrlct meeting 
eallcd to discuss the new Roosevelt programs. He was arrested 
aga1n in JaOkson 1n 1963 while attempting to march from a Meth
odiSt couroh to City Hall. In his opening cllmplllgn speech in 
Vioksburg on April 5, Mr . Houston told a crowd oC 200- 300 peo
p l e that he would use hili campaign to show what condit1ons f or 
Negr oes in Mi ssissipp1 are really llke. He cla l meel acUve eup
port 1n all f ourt een of the 3rd Dlatrlot'a oounties and said 
that he would represent a l l the people in the District if elec
ted. For thiS reason , he said, his elec t ion 'Would rsstore honor 
snd digni t y t o the sta t e of Mississippi . 

REV . JOHN E . CAMERON - -- caooidate for the seat of \iillinm 
Me yer's Colmer, second in command of the House Rul es Coam1ttec, 
from tho 5th Congressional Distriot. 

Rev . Cameron , 31, opened his campaign in Hatt i csburs on 
fotIrch 26, addreasing an audience of approxImately 200 from the 
back of lin open t ruck . HiS campaign will stres jobS, eduoat1on, 
and oit1zens hip rights for Ncgl'Ofls . I n Bilo.>;! , on April 4, 
Rev . Cameron CHilled on both state and federal governments to 
provide tt"!lining fOl:" unak111eo laborers so that they lII!ly qusl
ify fo r f ull time aml reward1ng employment. He a t reued the 
importa nce of a candidatel:"unn1ng in t he 5th congreaaional Di3-
triClt who would represent the en tire populstion of the diatl:"1ct, 
ratber than only one racial group . 

Rev . CO~ron is a former Pres i dent of the National B:lptlat 
Student Union (1954-55) , end holds a B. S . degree from Rust Col
lege and B Bachelor of Theology from Ameri can Baptiat Theologioa 
Semimlry. He is a member of the NAACP [lnd s Friend Of SNCC . 

On Apl:"ll 4 , ReV . Cameron "fillS refused entrance to a public 
.corum i n Hat t iesburg unless he agreed t o oit in a aeotion reeerv 
for Negroes . A white minIs t e r With Rev . C:'lIneron W!lS threstened 
wIth arrest for at t empting t o discuas t he matter with the Chalr. 
IIlIn of the f orum . At preFent, Rev . camaron is In JlIil , one Of 
66 people arrested in H1ttiesburg April 9 - 10 under MississippI ' s 
new anti-picketing law. 

MRS . VICTORIA JACKSON GRAY ~ __ cand1date for Seoote agllin~ 
John St e nnis . Mrs . Gray. 37, of J.b t.tiesburg, is the IrtOther of 
three child~n . She WBS one of the f Irst Negroeo t o reg1ster iz 
Forrer t County , where Registrar Theron C. Lynn is under Fedeml 
indtctccnt f or ref USing to regis t er Negr oes on on equal basia w' 
whi t es . 

In an opening CIlmpaign I!Itatemcnt given to the pl'el!ls AprIl 
/1r1!l. Oray s t resl!led thtlt "unemployment , Automation , Inadequate 
houl!ling , Health core , Education , snd Rural Development ere the 
real issues 1n Mississ i ppi, not 'States Rlghts' or 'Federal En
croachment' . " Mrs . Gr'<Iy's own empha:Sl s during the campaign wil' 
Qe on the problema Of education f sced by lIegNea in the atate . 

April 12, 1954 
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FREEDOM PRIMER 

NO.2 

The Freedom Vote 

and 

The Right to Vote 
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What is The freedom Vote? 

The fREEDOM VOTE is a special election October 30 and 

31 and November I an~ 2 . Anyone who is 21 years or older and 

liv~s in Mi.ssissippi can vote in the Freedom Vote. In the 

Frce<l.;m\ Vote it does not matter whethet you ate Negto or 

"hite. You do not have to be Registeted at the Courthouse 

to vote in the Freedom Vote. And you do not have to pay poll 

tax eith~r. Everyone who wants to vote can vote in the 

Fteo;,dolll Vo t e. 

Why is The Fteedom Vote Necessaty? 

The Fteedom Vote is necessary because most Negroes in 

MiSSissippi cannot vote in the Regular Election on Novembet 

3. They cannot vote because they are not a l lowed ro REGISTER 

TO VOTE at the Coutthouse . Because only a few Negtoes are 

al l owed to vote, most Negroes cannot help choose the people 

who a te in the government . 

That is why the Freedom Vote is necessaty. Because you 

do no t have t o be Registered at the Coutthouse to vote in the 

Freedom Vot e , everybody in Mississippi can vote in the Ftee

dom Vot e t o say who they think should be in the government. 
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Who h.]s the Right To vor .. in Th .. Untt"d Stanl? 

Before the CivU War, mo.t Negroe. ;:::;:;:i 
could not vote because they were " ,,:: 

,,\ave~ . But the slave" W(: .. e f .. eed 

in 1863 during the Civil War. So, 

nt the end of the Civil liar in 

1865, Negroes in Mississippi and 

eV('r)'"l."here in the South began to vote. And in 1870 th .. (DNSTITUT!ON or THE 

UNITED stATES "'as changed to say that no one coul d he .. copped fr~ ""t\nr 

.l"H b"eause they ~'er .. Negr<:>. 

Then ,..hy can so many white peopl .. vote in Missiuippi >.'hen !lo fe .. ' 

Ncgroe~ are slloved to vote? 

"",<l D<lddes ,,",,0 Can Vote in Mhsissippi1 

The ConBtitut ion of the United States does not say that everybody hal 

the right to vote. The Constitution Ray" that each state can d .. " tde who 

~hould be sllowed to vOte in that s tate. Thac ~ans that the Government 

of Missis8ippi decide8 who should be allowed to vote in Mif.i.sIppi. 

But in Mississippi the government is controlled by the Regula", Demo

cratic Party. So, the Regular Democratic Party really deci.tlcs who can vo t .. 

tn Mississippi. 

110,", Oo .. s the Regular Democratic Party Stop Negroes from Voting? 

The:-e ate ",""ny v ays that thc Regular Dcmocratic Party of Miul.sliPloi 

stops ~egroes frOM voting. The Regular De...:>cratlc Party of Mississippi 

"",lu.s people do ItWI"y things before they can vo te . 

The moSt important thing that J"'op\e have to> .'" bo.·rore they can VOto 
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~Qll tax. But many Negroes du not have enough t o pay the poll tax. A n~ 

. omct1lM!s the sheriff will not let them pay the poll tax even if they havl! 

th" money. 

So :It i. .. difficult and often dange r ous for Negro". to try to Re gLN « ' r 

D"d Votl! in MiS8issippi. Somet ime" people who tl'y to ""gister and vote are 

'''''atcn at the cour t house. And sometimes they are ar .. .,sted, And some times 

th"~' an) fired from th .. ir job". 

D.',·lI the Regular Dem<lcraUe Party Stop Neg ......... t rOll> Being, in the Government? 

T" b~ in the government in Mississippi you have to be ab l e to voce. 

S., :'.'- nopping most Negroes in Mhsiuip?l from voting. the R"gu I <! t Demo· 

",', : ic Pa rt y also ki>eps most Negroes from running for government efn" .. . 

T',,, o,' lIns that it keeps Negroes fro", being candidates f o r Jlhedf!, _yor, 

1 "d ''' , SO\l~rnor. state repregen~ative And stAte senAtor. 

But there Arc o t her ~Ays tha t the Regula r 

0" "c~. tie P~rty keeps Negroes frOlll running for 

<'l'{i ~ •• • The FreedOm Democratic Fatty CAndidates 

-- AA"Cn Henry, fannie Lou Hamer, Annie Dcvine, 

a,, ~ Victoria Gray -- all tried to be in the 

REG L" AR ELECTI ON on NOVEMBER 3. They Bot many 

, , 
• 

?"op le who can vote to sign a paper called a reT1TION . ayin~ thaI th y 

~ r,o\l l d be On thl> ballo t in Novembor. 

But the Regular Democratic Party leaderq tol~ thL f r<:<:<J"", Il<..,, ",crll t I<: 

r "tt y "andidates tha t t hey had t·, have the C" un ( y c lerk Or ll", _ ' 1 ,' '0 " 

say that the nameS on the Pet itions "'ere all d ::ht. f o r a ,"'lIlC t ,-, '" " I 

r ight, the person who signed had to b .. abl e to vo te. MD n y r""l"t ,·",.~ 

refus"d to uy that the nllmes on the p, It l o,,5 .. 't!r ~ 11 rlr.l ll . ~" 
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Henry, Mrft. Hamer, Mrs. Devine and Mrs. Gray probably wt l l not be on the 

ballot in the Kegula .. Election On November 3. 

Wh'1t \'auld Happen if Neg .. """ could Vote in Mississippi? 

In Mls~lsslppi there are allDost as _oy Negro people Sa thero ." .. 

whl[~· people . So If Negroes could vo t e there wouLd 1:>e aImo" r as many Nagro 

""c,',',; liS "'hire voters. But because -.,st Negroes cannot regl ' ~er . there 

:I,,' 522,000 whire people in MiII.hsipp! who csn vote lind only 28 , 000 

~"::n"'~ who are allow"d to vote. 

1f NCgl'OCIl could vote in M;\. nll8ipl'1. , they would have as 

"''',,:, ~3y lloout who could he in the government a ll the white 

",·.'pl~ . And if Negroes could vote, they could run for govern

"",,, t offices, too. Then there would be Negro sh"'''iff. , mayors, 

\leo .... NCflrocs Ev~r Allowed to VoCe 10 Mississippi? 

1\. --.. 
.~ 

'rh~ lenders of the Regular Democratic hrty of Misllhsippi Ore afr;'lid 

to l~ t Negroes vote. 'rhey know there wos II time when Negroes ~ ellowed 

t o vote in Mhshlippi. At the. end of the Civil Wllr , in 1865, II great 

~'ny Ne&roes began to vote in Mississippi and allover the South . Then 

Nesro",,, rmd whites decided together who should be in the governO'll!nt. 

When Negroes were allowed t o vote, they al"o h3d rbe dght to run f"r 

govern~nt office . And a fter the Civil War many Negroes did run for Gov+ 

ern"~nt office. There were Negro sheriffs a. well 39 white sheriffs , ancl 

there were Negro mayors and judges a s well a5 white mayors lind Judges. 

Negro people and white people lilt together in the Hiuissippi Covern""-·,,I 

i n Jllet.so~. ~ A;d Ne r roes a nd whites went together to Washington to 

• 
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r~?resent Mississippi In the House of lIepresentatiVflS IIn<t the Senate. 

Whv Old Negroes Stop Voting in Mtssissippi1 

Negroes voted in Mis8i~31ppl in all t he election. for ten years -

from 1865 to 1815. But in 1875 the Regular Democrati~ Party hegan to get: 

control of the Government in l1ississippi. 

Tha people who iupported the Regular Democra

tic Party used VIOLENCE [0 stop NegrQes fro~ 

voting, just the way they do today. They did 

this for ~ny years . And af ter a while , when 

they had contro l of t he Government in Miss!s

dppi, they began to make lAWS that would 

keep Negroes from 

Yf\ voting . They made -laws about registra-

tion "nd the poll 

tax so that Negroes ( 
~nd ~ny poor ~hite 

people would not be able to vote. 

In 1890, the Regular Del:<KIcratic Party changed the OONS'l'lIUTlON or 

MISSISSIPPI so that In:>st Negroes could not vote. And most Negroes hallC 

not been able to vote in the elections since then. For almost 75 years, 

Neg,oea halle not been able to lIote in Mississippi -. and the Retulsr Demo

cratic Party has WOn all the elections. 

"'hat ,,"as the 196) Freedom Vote? 

Hut lair year , io 1963, Negroes voted again tn Miasi~sippi. Th~y 
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voted in a FRE.EDOH VOTE for C<lvernor and Lieut enant·Governor. 

Mr. Aaron Henry of Clarksdal e W88 the candida t e for Governor, 

and Rev. Ed King of Jackson WSI the candidate for Lieu

tenant-Governor. Over 80,000 Negroes in Hi.sl.sippi 

voted in the 1963 Freedom Vote to show that they 

were ti r ed of not being able to vote. 

"',~_ They Baid ch",y wanted Aaron 

Henry and Ed King to be in 

tb .. Govenmoent in Jackson. 

And they said they did not 

want Paul Johnson and the Regular Democrat i c Par ty . 

The 1963 Freedom Vote was important in another way , too. BecBuse 

after the F~edom Vote ~ny people fe l t they wanted to keep on voting and 

running their own candidates. So t hey came together in Jackson in January 

of 1964 and rhey started the FRE.EDOH DtHlCRA1:IC PARTY. 

Io'hy Was the Freedom Demoera t ie Party Started? 

The Freedom Democratic Party was s t srted so thst Negroes could say 

what they want the government to do • • just t he way they did sft er the 

Civil War. The Freedom De<!w:>ctatie Par t y is working ao that Negroes will 

be able to vote again and run for government offi ce again in Mississippi. 

Th,,- !'Teedom OelI!Ocratic Party is 

open to alt people in Missiasippi ~I ~jt~~:S: 
black or white. And the Freedom Demo- A. _ 
eratic Party say. that a l t peopl" ~~ ~ ~ 

::O:::t:: :::~::e:: ::~:r~n Mi •• i •• ippi , ~~ ~~~ 
The FreedOll Democratic Party wanu ~ ~ 
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to give everybody. voice in Kilais.ippi again. It wants everybody to take 

part in politics. That 15 why 1f you work 1n the Freedom Democratic Party 

it doos not mIltter if you have any money. or if your family 16 well known, 

or 1f you have been to school very much. In the Freedom Democratic Party 

the only important thing 1s that you want Co vote and that you are villing 

to work so you , and everybody else, clln vote. 

Who are the Freedom Democratic Party Candidates? 

In the Freedom Vote the Freedom Democratic Party 1. running candidates 

for the Senate snd the House of Representatives in Washington. All of the 

Freedom Democratic Party candldates have worked for many years 80 that they 

and everybody ehe "Sn vote. They have all registered to vote . And they 

have all had difficulties because they tried to vote. 

Aaron Henry , who is running for the Senate , has worked for many year. 

to get people to register to vote. Mr. Henry ha. a Drug Store in Clarks

dale. And hecauae he has tried to get Neg~e8 to tegister to vote , people 

have broken the windows in his drug Btore and shot into bis houae. But 

Mr. Henry keeps on working to get people to vote because he knows that that 

is the only way that Negroes in Mississippi can have a voice again. 

Hrs. Fannie Lou Hamer , who is running for Congress 

in the Second Cong~88ional 

plantation worker near Rule

to regis t cr t o VOte , the 

her she couldn ' t work 

Winona beat Hrs. Hamer 

vo t er registration. But 

District, used to be a 

ville. But when she tried 

plantation owner told 

any more. The pol ice in 

because she worka for 

Hrs. I\.amer keeps on .. ork-

ing 80 people can vote -- the 8~ way Asron Henry does. 
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Hrs . Annie Devine 18 a housewife in Canton . She know. ho .. the poUce 

in Canton bellt peop l e who try to get Negroes t o reghter to vote. And how 

peop le come at night to thr<:IW bombs and burn cronu a t the homes of 

Negroes. But Mr •. Devine knows that she hal t o keep on working for the 

right to vote if Negroes are going to have a chance to help choose who Is 

in the govcrtll!>ent -- the way thay did after the Civil War. 

Hrs . Vic t oria Gray knows about the problem8 of voter registration and 

bad bad education for Negroes in Mississippi. Mrs. Gray U4ed t o t each 

school In Hattiesburg. She Knows chst MiSSisSippi has t he worst achooll 

of any stste In the country. And ahe know, that that is why 80 many people 

cannot read , and why 80 many Negroes cannot pas. the voter registratIon 

test. Hrs. Gray was one of the first people to al l ow civil right s wo r ke r s 

t o use her ho_ in Hattiesburg. Hrs. Gray k1Iow. that Negroea will have 

to be sble to vote again beCore they can get good education and good houses 

and good job. in Kiuissippi. 

Why is it Impcrtane to Vote in the freedom Vote1 

The Freedom Vote on October 30, 31 and November 1 and 2 gives Negr oes 

in Hi.si •• i ppi a chance again to lay who they be l ieve should be in the gov

e~nt. The Freedom Vote ia one of the firat chances in almost 100 year . 

for all the people in Mis.issippi -- bl ack or white to eay "No ~ " to the 

Regular Democrstic Party. And to lay "Yea !" to the righ t of everyone in 

Mil.i.lippi to r egister at the courthouse and to vote . 

If you vote in the Freed~ Vote , a l l the people in Mia,i,aippi and in 

the United States wi l l kno~ that you ~ant to vote again just li~ Negroel 

did between 1865 and 1815 . And if you vote in the Freed~ Vote , then 

peop l e everywhere will know that Negroel are working together again al l 

over MilliJlippi -- JUSt like after the Civil Wlr . 
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And that i8 what the Regular Democratic Party of 

Mi.,i sl i ppi is mos t afraid of. Because it know. that 

i f Negroes Itart working together and voting in the 

Free~ Vote , they won'e eve r Itop. They will keep 

on working unti l everyone in Miasi.,ippi -- black and 

whi te -- can Reghcer at the Courthouse and Vote. 

C e URT ~loUl>t n Ii II , 
, 

) 

• 

• 
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44 Freedom Vote Candidates, October 28, 1964 
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45 Events in Mississippi November 1-2, 1964 

 

 

• ..;~ .".' " •. ~"",,", ,."' ... "qu....'r.ul'<I 
AAR ON HENRY f or Governor 
1072 Lynch Street, Roo~ 10 
Jackaon, M1aa1ssippi 39203 

EVENTS IN MISSISSIPPI NOVEMBER 1 end 2: 

!lcvcmbor 1*-JACKSON--N1eolas Bcsanquct. Brit1sh subject and Yale t1nivere1~ 
student. and Robert Honeysuoker, Nogro senior at Tougaloo Collego {Negro) 
hera, were arrested wh11e attempting to enter a London Royal Philharmonic 
S~phony concert at a Jackaon public aud itor1um. While they had bought 
tickets on publ ic sale, they wera told that only Jackaon Husic Assooiatior 
membera were being admitted. The next day they vere released on $500 bonn 
each . They are to appear for trial Monday, November 4 on charges of 
d1sturbing the peace. 

li.Qy~~ --NflTCHEZ--Bruce Payne , Ooklaml, Caltf., 'iale Univerai ty undex-
;,raduate atudent, wae forced out of a "Fx-eOdgm Vote-mob1le" and beaten by 
raux- white men here . The four followed P~yne and two other "Preedom Vote 
','orker$ frOCl Port Gibaon Ifhere the beating occured, for 42 mile$ to Natch~ 
O;:hey were warned to atay out of Natchez. 

r~~:;:,:.~ COUNTY--Hugh So1th, Menl o Park, Celif . , StenfoX'd Un1vcrs1 
~ ahot a t three times 1n his car here. Recognizee! by onl ooker. 

earlier trip to deliver "Freed:om Vote' wox-Kara, two shotZ! were 
··ired: over his head and ono into the ground es he drove r;wey. 

"ovember 2·-JACK!: t N--Four SNCC worKers were IItopped by three Rtlllkln Count,.. 
~trol Oars and told: to leave the e1rpox-t. They ~ent there to p1ek u~ 
_'onted c!!lrIJ and ace Bob Moees, Campa1gn Manager for the "Freedom Vote 
drive, c.fr to Memph1s. Mosc$ was Qucst10ned lind relealled, the other foul'" 
1f~r(! told to leave or go to Jeil, desp1te the1r insistenee that ear rental 
oepera !jere beir~ 4e11ver6d to them. The four ineluded Charlie Cobb, 
Springfield, Mass.; Lan3aton Mitchell, New Orleans, Le . ; Jesse Horr1s, 
Jackson, Mias., and Ivanhoe Donaldson of New York City . 

llQvember~--JACKSON--David ncnnla, CORE Fleld Secretary here and Michael 
Sayer, :mr.r. ,.orker of Atlanta, wet·" nf".1'v.:U \iii 11.1.'.1> . • 1; J",11ce and inter 
rogated W,,-I).o hr1nRlng car rental pape~'e to SNCC \;CrkerB et tIl" ...... , ... ~t. 
Tell1ng t.hem "The 1'el.l ..... 1 6",,".·uwmt doean't have Jur1sdiction over thia 
airport," the patr olmen thrallt"",,,,j 1:1,,, \'1010 w1th Jeil a.nd eherjJea of treep· 
MeanwhIle, feur SNCC loIerkera were rorccd to. kepp the1r handa en thaix- eax
for mora than An hnur during 1nt.prrognt1nn hy pollee. One offieer tw10e 
rapped Iv~h~ Donnldson on the knuckles. The officer alec plaeed hia 
pIa tal at ~onaldson's head and threa t ened to kill him. All loIere finally 
releeaed 'ft~r thraets. 

:--·NI\TI;";Z--G~orge Greena, SNCC wQrker from Greenwood, M19S., ana 
were en the way from Natchez to Pnyatte to work with thalr 

:,,~;;,;; Vetemob1le." Near Netchooz th ... four m!:n who beat Payne the day 
befere were o'beerved following. Greene tried to eut-x-tlce 1;hcm unsuccca!!
tully and loins forced of: the road where Graene loIe$ erd.,red eut of the car 

t platol point. Swiftly mov1ns the car onto. tho highway, Greane caeoped 
<,·nly aCtor the car Ifas ahot at thr ee timea. One bullet entered the r<!ar, 
pne grazed tho tlide. the ether ht.t th<: left rear tire cauaing t: Blew leak . 
. ,'Killf'ully mar,ipulating through traffic, Oreane managcd to entox- a a1de 
Jtreet unnoticed and flxed the t1.re. 
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Events in Miss., cont. . /2 

~Qyember 2--JACKSON--Jesse Davis, SNCC wot'ket' fI'0Cl here \'las canvass1ng fOl 
Freedom Votes" on a cornat' neat' a cafe tlhen a pol 1eeman told hlm he was 

block1ng tt'afrlc and subject to :'lrrc8t and then left . Several minutes la~ 
he t'eturned wlth an add1tional pol1ecmDn \'Iho said D~v1s was under arrest, 
charged with snatchlng a purse . He was placed In the patrol car, told he 
Wfl,S be1ng taken to be ldent1.flad by the W01ll8r'l whose purse was alledgedly 
atolen. In~tead , he W3S taken to a tlhite residentlal dlstrlct and Put QUt 
If the cal'. After a 3 - 1:l10ck tlalk, Davls notlce(.l the poll CCm!ln gatherlng II 
Jr owd of tlhlte men around h1m. oppa['cntl y attempting to c r ellte a hostl1e 
"".,. A Nogro motorlst came by :md fortunEltely offered him a life to tmm, 

~oyember 2--JACKSQN-- Fred Goff. whlte Stanfo~ Universlty ~Ca11f.) studen 
las orderctl. out of a Negro cafe by poll ce . They told him It's okay to b\ 

• coke ln ~ neggor cafe but not to s l t ln one. I f you tlant to live tilth 
i11ggers. dO lt outslde of Mississlppi." 

.l.qvcl!lW.r ~--M<.ill'l .l!--Two femalo CORE workers, Lenora Thurmond eml Dorls 
Erskine, were canvassing for votes in the unOfficial "Freedom Vote" camp:l 
here When they .. ere oT'dered out of town by locel pollce . 

pollce offic"r5 
thEY lo1"t town 

CITY-- GeorGo ~~ond. Tchodus Hytlltt end John Lee Watt, 
planning to canV~99 for votos here wer~ tcl1e~ by 

plceo thoy w ~nt. Thls modo the1r "'ork imposslble 1![" 

p011ce follolol l ng for some distanoe . 

canV(lss~ng 

01" town. They 10ft hQr~ 
polico cn~ told not to Dc 
to Mound B:Jyou , IUss, whero 
to Cl~velcnd unmolesto~. 

[,t.wis, Ctmlr"1l1D.n of SNCC, Bruce Gordon cn~ WWT' 
"hen pol l ee stopped t hem Dnd escorted them 

Clevoland, Mlss, where they Mero stopped by 
tOlln after sundown. ThcYlCr(; escorted by pc: 

t:h<>y <'''Iltn<'o,,<'! n ]OC'l) v .... to wOI'ker and roturn 

Uov<:mbt;r 41·- ·[,Y_T.7 .• UE -1'I11.11e Shaw tI.:lS crrcstCd for "park1l'1g too close to (\ 
flr" hydr;:llIt" durlng his eanvnss1ng for ''Freedom Votes." JUs bond wall so 
at $100 and ::oc:]("cs<!d. 

"Frcr.dom Vote" worker hero cnnvosslng at n footbllL 
Jackson Stete Col lose (N~sro) wes told by pollce to either st, 

activities nnd sit dOl'ln or bO at'rcstod. 

ilLvo,mtxa:..2..--til'J-.Jo:;r;;,Ym-Fiv(l "FrQcdom Vote" work"rs wore orrestod h(,re tad. 
'r:; local .011cu. Jnnc S\;,,'~l)1·1dge, Dorothy Higglns. D1ck PrY'. Willl0 Earl 
.lames ano Frnnk Hlrsch had sot up a sidcwnlk votlns- booth to colleot ballr 
'{h'.m they bag.:m singing Freedom Songs to attract attention to tho booth, 
pollco ordor(;(1 them to !!IOVL on baCIl\lSC they wor.:: on priV(ltu proptlrty and 
:lUt"rbing the pencc. P['y told tha offic<lr thcy wore on public property. 
whereon the flvtJ WLr0 erI'cstcd for t>lr-<'ifine the sl.1cwLllk f1l1J for ro.;fuslng 
t o obby !In off10'lr. Th"lJ' l"'l'1<! 101,., .. ""t at $100 oncll and they :loro tlOW in , 

• 
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Events ln Mls~., cont. . /3 

-:~I"'ytlNl'-----''"'''''"· llnttlilllbUrg Negroes and 1;"110 Iothlto;: Yel( 
D~~::~ studcmt~ w"r" canvuu:lng for "Fre"dOlll Votes" nt u fudl;"rlll 
h , .\::;~Ol: h"rv. ~lh(;n th"y lvfl; the housing d"vvlopmcnt, pollce 
'fere Ij tor the!;!. 'I'h<;.: f1vu wcr" tu('<.!r1 to eh ... pollce atbtion !"or 
t'tIo hours lntel'rogotion. 'Io'h ... n thl.:Y rllturn<ld to th!:ll' eel' ln the CO\lJ'"t 
houao ~J'"klng lot thuy found 1t difficult to 8tOl't. It was dlscov~re~ 
.hllt tn!!rc 'IIOB W:lter 1n th~ gns tank. Th.., car wus pushutl to tn(l nr'nf'est 

,mrvlcc lIto.tion whorc work WOB done to rect1f"y th<.; dstllll.8c . 

~--GENER.AL MISSISSIPPI- - CO!I"tPDlr;n WorKorli In thc unofficlal 
dllloting llsting Allren Hcnry, Negro pharm.:Jciat os c(!ndlCi,ate for Govurnor 
d'rM1Bslsslppl ona thc Ri)v. Edwin Klng, a whit.;; ~luthcxl!.llt m1n18t'-'r" os 
~andldato for Llc:.ut,.m~lnt Govcrnor, rc:.port"c.l lnclc.l'mtf! of I::rre Bt, d",tclntlo!1 
l.nrrtllHllll{;nt end quel!ot.lonlT\£ t.hrout;hout t.he day em! nla;ht. COOIIllunltlcl!o 
·,-portlng such tIIncl/!,mts 1nclu.:hH3 Bl.:lzonl, Lol<Jnd, Tupelo. Hatt1«sburg, 
nd mnny others. 

- 30 -

• 
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46 Freedom Democratic Party Vote Results, Fall 1964 

 

 
 

 

 

I-'JU.'EDOii 1.i~~OCilA'l'tC }'Ail'l'f VOTE nE:JO"L'l':3 PALL 1961! • 

• Ii " '," F. i). t , 
~I": l,...e~1 

ff..J.· ., v,, r<:. 
u(o;'(!I.>' <; () () r\l r- 'I ~.:: 1:'·,'; . 1 iilll iii'; orv'I./E. G",AY j~'J-' ~.!/,l..~ ,';fT"I{/f'l , 

" " . "'/'J'':-. {<"pur.. l)1J1!:'3 

ADAI1S . , 1061 10$7 1051 5732 x 
ALCOHN 1 85 85 1965 )260 
AMITE: , 200 190 1133 26')1 
BENTON , 155 14, 151 ,,6 ,66 x 
BaLIVAR , 1216 1216 1201 140 4607 x 
CARROLL 2 50 50 50 ,8 201.' 
CHICKASAW 1 5 5 260 3138 
CLAY 1 ,48 '48 201 ,,,-, x 
COlI.HAMA , 2250 2250 2250 962 4158 x 

DE SOTe , 409 40' 350 462 29'10 
FORREST 5 2673 '~ :--- 2611 1119 9)06 x 
FRANKLIN , 660 6 0 806 91 2211 X 
HARRISON 5 2850 2850 2850 G'90 16326 
HINDS , 8100 8100 955 '6i,2 X 
HOLMES , 2596 2548 '~ no '53 X 
HUMPHREYS , 551 551 B2 1861 x 
!SSAQUENA , 1001 1 /')01 l~Ol '4 ~6 x 
I'l'AWAM9A 1 '6 '6 "I' , , 
JACKSON , 2700 2661 2600 22, 113 2 x 
JASPER 4 206 "6 206 137 139! • JEFFERSON , 121 121 ., 12; , 
JEFF DAVIS 

~ 2886 270~ 5 235 '34~ JONES 2871 '06, 1)6} x 
LAPAYETTE , 660 6" '50 6)0 3136 , 
LAMAR 

G 141~ ,,~ 14 2" 28)0 
u..UDEJIDIILE 1)61 1604 1)753 
LEB 1 1560 1560 2480 51111 x 
LEFLo.";E 2 4841 4807 1<457 ,80 5574 x 
LowrmES 1 '~'6 2326 526 6122 x 
MADISON 4 1 01 1)19 1)21 246 3314 x 
MARION 

G 
90 90 80 531 5~EO 

LEAKE 500 500 500 '" ~051 • 
GP.E1L'JlA , 4 4 4 T )650 
MARSI'.ALL , 1303 1)63 136) , 0 2253 x 
HOl<lWE , ll28 1080 109 6()14 x 
NESHOBA 4 458 433 433 256 5429 x 

NOXUB::E: 1 618 6lB 68 19C-J x 
OltTIBBEHA , 736 736 '90 3965 x 
PANOLA , 34" 2126 2124 403 39117 x 
PEARL RIVER 4 70 70 70 722 ~Oll 

PIKE , 1200 1200 5" 6~27 x 
PONTOTOC 1 5 5 101 27114 
\,/.UI'lMflN , 496 46B 475 m 2066 x 
RANKIN 4 700 100 700 33' 1408 , 
SHARKEY , ~1 47 121 1114 
STONZ 5 40 40 40 21' 2821 
SUNFLOWER 2 2795 2795 2795 255 )157 x 
TAT:: , 491 491 491 28) 2393 x 
TALLAHt..TCRIE , 24 '4 ,l'l 255 3157 
Tr?pA.H 2 ,., )82 910 2475 
'l'ISROMINJO 1 25 25 1007 2024 
TUNICA , 1689 1689 1451 99 '45 x 
UNION , 301 '99 '98 1264 2917 x 
IiARREN , 2990 2942 1531 7369 x 
WASE1OOTON 2 2631 2621 2629 2120 6'ill6 x 
YAL08USH/l. , 

..m~:filn!( 
256 23, x 

TOl'ALS "'" 9747 a' Plus "undor -
ground" bll10ts ~~ 201 

TarALS 6 0 9 ~ li.oe<::! 
N. B. 

99 9Qbi. : loIn ~ 
1. FOP votos wore east 1n open pol11ng pl neos 1n 56 ,r tho 82 

eount1os or ~13S1sB 1pp 1 

'. "Undorground" ball o ts .... 01'0 ma 1lod 1n1'rOIll a lmos t al l othor 26 
counties . 

3 . Cou ntio8 .... horo no PDP votoe .... oro e(l.st: ,\TTALA,CALHOUN,CHOCTAW , 
CLAIBOiWE , CL.\!lKE , COPII,H, COVINGTON, GEORGE , Gr.EEIIE , HAl/COCK, KSMPER , 
L"Wr~ENCE , LINCOLN , j40mGOMEin, NE"'''ON, PSrutY, PriEN1'ISS , SCOTT, SDlPSQN.-
SMITH, WA LTHALL, W.1YllE , \JEB~TER , WiLKINSON , I"lINSTON, YAZOO 

4. U corr oetod Total. 1.(rs . Victor ia Gray 
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XI: Mississippi Congressional Challenge, January 1965 
 

 
 
 

After the all-white winners of the November regular election were sent to Washington, D.C, the 
MFDP challenged their right to take seats in Congress. They argued that, because black residents 
had been systematically excluded from the electoral process, the five white men did not 
legitimately represent the state.  The U.S. House of Representatives debated the question for 
months.  In September 1965 it denied the MFDP challenge and let the segregationists occupy 
the Mississippi seats. 
 
47 Congressional Challenge Fact Sheet 
(1 page) Summary of MFDP's challenge to Congressmen elected in November, on the grounds that black 
residents had been denied their voting rights 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8649 

 
48 Freedom Primer No. 3: The Right to Vote and the Congressional Challenge 
(12 pages) Printed brochure discusses the right to vote and the Congressional challenge. 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8612 

 
49 Reprisals against MFDP Members, January 13, 1965 
(1 page) Summary listing reprisals against activists who protested the seating of the all-white Mississippi 
Congressional delegation 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6115 
 

50 The Congressional Challenge is Defeated, September 1965 
(3 pages) Summary of the proceedings in which the House decided to seat the segregationist Mississippi 

representatives who won the November 1964 elections 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8732 
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47 Congressional Challenge Fact Sheet 

  

MISSISSII'PI J'REE!)(l.I PF)l)CIlIlTIC PJ.Rrr 
1353 1J st...""ft't, N.\!. 

v....hIngtoa., P.C. 

'Ibe m.1I181ippl Freedom lleIDocra;;lc Party' 8 de;:ll1icn t.o challe:1ge the 
eeaUns of Nye representBtives-elect to tbe C(mgres8 came 1n ttl \/tlt;c of tbe 
ret\ls.al by Herbert Ladner, Mbshaippi 5eeretia.rY of StoJ.t<l to bnve the _8 nt 
four :f'l}P candidates placed on the .tate b&llot fo'r the l1(.o.relO\'ber 3m c1cet10i,l.s. 
Pet1UOO8 bearing the 1,000 e1gn1\ture8 n"llll reghtere<l. vot"r8 requintd by 
Mi8llini}lJli 1&" 'l!!re ig!lored by the Socretary of State. ....:0 !!:='!)" "'ll 'truG 

b Hn)P will brinfil ertdenc .. to llhov tlmt the Pllitica1 P'I"6eeBftI!-9 of the 
State violate the 14th woendment in tha.t lIesro Ctt1&e03 cO:lp-tslng 5013<1 4~ of the 
voting "gi! pOpulation Rl'e stIItell8tlcaUy dll1eofranchi:ed r.od d~p:c-t.ved of thetr 
polltica1 rlRhtll and that the M1"IlP hae b&cn IIU~je<!'t to 0:t1cial 1ntimld1!.t100 and 
euppreeBioo from private and public IIOU::'c .. !I vith:!'::1 Ul" eta'"", \h lIio.aU &.1.0 bot." 
out' chRllenge 00 Nhdulppi". violAtion of" r"11t .. ::-.,,~:t(".., l"'n""~ 111 1870 vb1ch 
etlpul&te<! thllt the St.8.te of Mll1ai5B1ppi be II&rlt::.c .. to :-c""~3c"~t100 1n Congre811 
00 the coodition that tho! th2n exbt1nlJ constitutlorw.l q\!allri~"t:lons to vote 
WOUl.d,,"never hi! _ndi!d or che.nged. 80 I!l5 to deprive I!-ny nlt:ll'en ("of the rIght to 
vote. 

In accoTd8nce vith the l'l"O<ll!la let forth in 'l'1tJ'" 2, U.S.C. ~10 et. Seq. a 
ootice of ehall ..... ge haa been lerved. on tb. _bC!rs-ouet IihoBe .""ta \I\Ira 
obtalll&d by v:lelation of ,te.tut.e5 and \dth the 6ub~cO<lltrltt""" 00. ohctlone e.nd 
PriYl1egea of the HOUle Adminlet ... t1on CCIIIII!ttee. te.vre=e Guyot, ~ Chatman, 
calli the ehallenge "A che.ll...,ge to tha ..,tire politi=l. "l'a~ Of the t~te, not 
jUllt to the COIlgrea.,...,.-al.fIet. '!'he political atrueturo Of MlulniPP1 i. baaed 
An the vorda of the Fifth Circuit. Court of Appaalll, "Q~ a 1I: .... t.te. of etee1 hard 
segT(!Slt-t1on" vhlch depriYell over 400,000 .'otlns: I!.S'3 !i(o&!"ocr of tll-'ir bell1c rIght 
to II. "t:allot. lie are ehalleng1.ng the .. lght of th1, SyaUIl to ,,~ .. t. .,."berD 111 the 
U.S. COOgrell." Of Miululppl". 45-6,620 Negro Clt1$\"m3 0: vottr.c 83", only 
28,000 are n=...,t13> rog1etered.. Voter regiat:-::t.i<>:l att<=l:. tl by lfeg;.·cca have beoen 
lI\et with viol.ellt o}lpO(lit1m and eCOllOlDic 1nt1m1c!at1ou. 

In IIUpport of the Cballoen£1l, there ;rill be =- e:-rort by lOefIl<>erS of 
COllg;t"C!8l1 :Introduce a h.1rneee ResolutIon cn the opening dc.y of CO"!J;l"ena. Pr10r to 
the IJWO!8r:lnei in of ..u ccngres-.en-<:led f. proposa.l Yill "ba Ii:o.l.& that In fllirneu 
no CCII'Ig;t"ee"."."ra :frcm Mhdnalpp:l will be eootlkl untn cuch tttr.z "" the ehallen£1l 18 
deCided. 

f'0llcv1n8 the reflaBl of stote efNc1nl.B to l'ltr~ "\;~ lTPP ec.ndidfltl!ll CIl 
tbe ballot; the Preedc:m Ile=u:>cr ... t" dee:lded t.o :run ... _ ..... ll.el eleetion in "IIh1cl1 ~ 
e1t1~e old !!Dough II.IId dulroua of votinl; ~"OUld have an opportunIty to vote . n.e 
"ballot included the Preslilent1a1 candidate\! or beth 1tB3Or parties Oil well ss the FIll' 
~d.s"e ond their oppolleot... lIallot .. vere ces1:. trCXll poll1u~ pllIce .. in 53 ot the 
State' .. 82 COllIlt1ea, llhile "UDder8J"OUl'lll. ballot .. " "I<$re mailed ill hom those countle" 
too danl!eroIIa tor PllP vorkera to enter epollly. In r:e.ch rec"" tile nlli'lber ot rreeda:a 
votes """"' 'l!!NI Buf1'icient to have si(!llit1cant.ly 1nnuenc()d. thI'I "ll!<'~lon. Preddent 
JohD..aon received 63,e39 Vote5 ill tbe ~eOOIIo Elec~1on 81 orrosed to 5<2,5)8 vo","a he 
re<>eived 1n the "ott1cial el.e<:!tlono . " Aartn Henry received 61, 0411 votes all agaInst 
139 tor fienate ll1C\Z11l;>ent John Stoonh. 

2nd D1et .. :lct: 
4th Dhtr:lct: 
5th Di.tr1ct: 

Mrs. FlUlZlie Lou Bsmer :n,CiC'9 -. Rep. Jumi" Whitt"" 59 
loin. J\.nnJ.e Devine _. 6,001 _ ~ Rep. W1IlII"I;es4 4 
Mre . Victoria Gray 10,136 

ibe tigUrell for the cand.1da~8 "\tinning" Beats ill the s«ond. and rUth .uetrlcta lind 
the senate rac", are not publ.18hed Il1nco too cand.1d1!.tea \<lOre ~upopposed" on thII QU.lot. 
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48 Freedom Primer No. 3: The Right to Vote and the Congressional Challenge 

 

 

FREEDOM 
PRIMER 
NO.3 

The Right to Vote 
and the 

Congressional 
Challenge 
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.\ffi() HAS THE RIG!fI' TO VOTE? 

In Mississippi , as we al l know , most Negroes 

are not allowed to vote . But they al l have the 

RIGHT TO VOTE . They were given that right in 1870 

when the 15th Amendment to t he United States 

Constitution was passed. The 15th Amendment says 

that no one can be denied the right to vote because 

of his color. So when Mississippi keeps Negroes from 

voting, it i s viol ating the Constitution of the United States . 

Mississippi is also violating an agreement it made 

in 1870 wi t h the Congress i n Washington. After the Civil 

War , Mississippi was not a part of the United States 

because it had fought against the United St ates in t he 

Civil War . But in 1870 K1ssiuippi again wanted to aend I'~ 

representatives to Congress in Washington, just thG 

way it did before the Civil War. 

Congress said tha t Mississippi could send 

representa t ives again , but on l y if it promised a l ways 

to support the 15th Amendment and the Mississippi Consti

tution of 1869 . The Mississippi COnstitution of 1869 

said that anyone could vote who was Zl years old, who 
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lived in the state six months and in the county one month , 

and who was not insane and had not committed certain crimes . 

Congress wanted to make sure that Negroes , who were a 

majority of the population in Mississippi , would be able 

to vote. If Mississippi did not let Negroes vote, it would 

not be allowed to send Repr esentatives to Con&ress. 

Mississippi agreed to support the 15th Amendment, 

but it did not keep its word. Once Mississippi was allowed 

to become part of the United States again , it started to 

find ways to keep Negroes from voting. That is why some 

people say that Mississippi should not be allowed to send 

representatives to Yashington un t il Negroes are permitted 

to V<Jre. 

HOW 00 NeGROES IN MISSISSIPPI Sill'" TH&Y HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE? 

Mississippi tries many ways to keep Negroes from 

voting. Bur Negroes vote anyway - - in FREEDOM VOTES . 

Freedom Votes are open to anyone who wants to vote. By 

voting in FREEDOM VOTES , people who cannot vote in the 

regular elections show that they have the RIGHI TO VOTE 

anyway. 

The l~st FREEDOM VOTE 

was on October 30 , 

31 and November 1 

and 2. In that 

election , almost 

70,000 people voted. 

J<:'H" ) , .... 
\/oT[ 

To ' ...... 
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They said they wanted Mrs. Fannie Lou Kamer to go to 

Congreos from the Seeond Congressional District, Mrs. 

Annie Devine to go from t he Fourth District, and Mrs . 

Victoria Gray from the 5th District. They also said 

they wanted Aaron Henry to go to the Senate to represent 

the whole state . And they said they wanted Lyndon John

son and Hubert Humphrey for President and Vice-President, 

rather than Barry Goldwater and Wi lliam Miller. 

So, in the FREEDOM VOTE people showed not just that 

they had the RIGHT TO VOTE . They also .howed that they 

wanted to vote. And they showed that if they could vote 

they would choose candidateo who are eoncerned with 

their problems and who would speak for ~. 

WHAT WILL THE FREEDOM VOTE OONGRESSWHm 00 NOW? 

The t hree Congresswomen are going to 

Washington . Mrs. Hamer, Mrs. Devine and Mrs. 

Gray are going to Washington t o tell Congress 

that they are the real representatives from 

Mississippi. They are going to say that the 

men chosen in the regular election on Novem~ 

ber 3 should not be in Congre ss because so 

Of""[: Of 
M'~~!~J,PP I 

tG ..... HHW"~ f N 

many people were not allowed t.o vote in the regular .; .• ,,,'"o,,. 

They are going to say that t.he FREEDOM VOTE was t he onl y 

real election ~- because everyone who has the RIGHT TO VOTE 

was allowed to vote in the FREEDOM VOTE . 
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Mrs . Hamer, Mrs. Devine and Mrs. Gray have an office 

in Washington . D. C. They are going to Washington to talk 

about ~ problems. They 

are goi ng to go to many 

people in the government 

and talk about cotton allot-

ments , commodities, tractors, 

schools and more jobs . They 

• 

are going to talk about the ---->---J 
FREEDOM VOTE and tell about 

how hard it is for everyone in Mississippi to vote. And 

they are going to ask Congress to let them sit in the 

seats for Mississippi and tslk in Congress sbout the 

things YOU want. 

WHAT I S THE UNITED STATES OONGRESS? 

The United States Congress is a meeting of people 

from each of the 50 states in the United Stat es . Congress 

makes the laws of the United States . COngress is supposed 

to make laws that are good for !!l the people in the country . 

Sometimes Congress makes laws that are good for onl y a few 

of the people . That happens because not all the people 

are represented in COngress. 

Congress is supposed to be a meeting o f the repre

sentatives o f all the peopl e. Representatives a re supposed 

to be chosen by voting . But in many states , l i ke Mississippi, 

Alabama, Louisiana and Georgia, only ~ of the peopl e 
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are allowed to vote . Therefore, in many scates like 

Mississippi, only .orne of the peopLe can help choose the 

representatives who go to Washington. And these repre

sentatives from MississippL talk only about the problems 

of ~ of the people of Mississippi . 

Congress was not aLways like 

it is today. For about ccn years 

after the Civil War Negroes couLd 

vote. So Negroes could belp choose 

the peopl,' ,',,' "'-,ll to Washington 

to represent eh""". During that _ 

tim<> l'egroes \rere /IIlIOng those ) 11 // 
who went to Washington to talk 

about the problems peopLe had 

in Mississippi. But after that ten-year period, Negroes 

in Mississippi, and scates like Alabama, South CarOlina. 

Georgia and Louisiana, _rc stopped from voting . No l onge r 

could Negroes belp choose the people who went t o Washington 

to represent these states. And no one in Washington 

talked anynore ahout the problems Negroes were facing in 

states like Mississippi. 

Mrs. Hamer, Mrs. Devine and Mrs. Gtay want to change 

this. They want to make Congress a place where !l! the 

people in Lhe country have a voice. They want to repre

sent dl1 the peopLe in Mississippi -- not just some of the 

people. And they want to represent the people who work 

on plantstions and in kitchens, and the people who cannot 

get jobs ~t all -- not just so~ of the people who have 

r 
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a lot of m:mey. 

Mrs . Hamer, Mrs . Devine and Mrs, Gray belong to the FREEDOM 

DDlOCRATIC PARTY. The FREEDOM DF>I)CRATI C PARTY is open to ill 

the people. The FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY is made up of people 

who want everyone to have a chance to vote in Mississippi __ 

SO that everyone can help choose the representatives who go to 

Washington, And they want tbese representatives to talk in 

Washington about the problems all the people in Mississippi 

have - - 80 that Congress will make laws that are good for ever ybody. 

WHO DECIDES WOO CAN SIr IN CONGRESS? 

When two people Bay that they should have the same Beat in 

Congress, Congress itself decides which person should get the 

seat . So Congress itself will decide if Mrs. Hamer, Mrs . Devine 

and Mrs. Gray can represent the people of Mississippi . But several 

thing6 have to happen first before Congress makes this decision. 

HOW WAS THE CHALLENGE HADE IN MISSISSIPPl? 

The first thing Mrs. Hamer , Mrs. Devine and Mrs . Gray did was 

to challenge the seats of the men elected to Congress in the regu

lar election November 3 . Lawyers for the Freedom Democratic Party 

wrote a paper which told how most Negroes could not vote in Missis

sippi, and told how Mrs. Hamer, Mrs. Devine snd Mrs. Gray had been 

elected in the FREEDOM VOTE . 

On December 5, 

members of the Freedom 

Democratic Party took these 

papers to the five Congressmen 
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elected 1n the ~egular election. The papers tol d the five Congress

men that their right to sit 1n Congress was being challenged . And 

the paper' told how the Freedom Democratic Party candidates would 

go to Washington and say that they were the representatives fr~ 

Mississippi. 

WHAT IollLL AAPPEN WHEN CONGRESS OPENS? 

On the first day of Congress, January 4, 1965, f riends of the 

Freedom Democratic Party will stand up 1n Congre ss and say t hat 

the Congressmen elected November 3 shoul d not represent Mississippi. 

They will support t he challenge of Mrl . Hamer , Mrs. Devine and 

~s. Gray . And they will ask Congres, to say that ~ one should 

represent Mississippi in Congress until Congres. has t ime to 

listen to both aides and decides who shoul d represent the peopLe 

of Mississippi. 

WHY WILL I.J\.WYERS roME TO MISSISSIPPI? 

After Congress opens , l awyers for the Freedom Democratic Party 

will come to Mississippi. 

They wi ll want peop l e 

to tell about how 

Negroes are stopped 

from voting in 

Mississippi. And 

they will want people 

to te ll about the 

Freedom Vote and how Mrs. Hamer , Mrs . Devine and Mrs. Gray were 

elected . They will want t o know whether the men elect ed in the 
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re&~lar election November 3 really are your choice. And they will 

Want to know whether these men make the kinds of lawa which help ~. 

The lawyers will make records of what people tell them, and then 

they will go back to Congress and tell Congress what they have heard. 

When the lawyers eume to Mississippi, it will be a very good 

chanee for everyone in the United States to learn what Hissis.ippi 

1s really like. The lRWYers will be able to ask que.tions to people 

like Sheriff &aLney 1n Nashoba County. And they will be able to 

ask Reglstrar. about voter registration procedures. They will ask 

them why Negroes cannot vete 1n Mi.st.sippi. and why 80 many Negroes 

are thrown of f their jobs, and why their homes are shot into, and 

why they are beaten and killed. 

The lawyers will also listen to us. They will let u& tell our 

own .torie". They will let UB tell what kind of job we have , and 

what kind of aheriff ~ have, and what it 1a like to go to the 

courthoUBe. And e~ryone in Mi,ai,,,ippi can hear what we aay , 

becauae the meetings with the lawyers will he open to everyone. 

Thia i, the fir.t chance that mo.t of UB will have to talk about 

Killlllippi in public. 

When the lawyer. go back to Congre.s, they will give their reports 

to the CLERK in Congrell. The Clerk will publish large parts of 

the reportl. Then eVerybody in the country will have a chance to 

read what the report aayl, and to lelrn what Mi'aia.ippi i. really like. 

tlQW WILL OONGltESS DECIDE WHO CAN REPRESENT MlSSISSIPPI 1 

After the lawyera make their teport, the 

Clerk will give the report to II Conmittee . 

The Cannitree will decide who they think 

should repr elent Hi.lil.ippi in Congres •. 

Page 319 of 353



, 
Then Congress .,Ul vote on what the co"""ittee saYII, Congress can 

vote to seat the men elected on November J. Or, Congress can vote 

t o rhcooo 2.:!t the! IIWln elected in the regular election November J. 

And then Congress can decide to have a ne ... Regular Election in 

which everyone 1n Misahdppi can have the chance to vote. And 

Cong'::I!BlI can aha decide that the 1'R££OOH VOTE w." the relll election 

in MhsiBlippi, and that Mrs. Hamer , Join. Devine and Mrs. Gray 

can ait in Congt"S' as the representatives from Hi8s1~9ippi. 

HOW CAN 'l'HE FREEDOM VOTE ro~GRES~MEN R.EPRESI!NT HlSSlSSlPPl1 

No matter what Congress decides , Mrs. HaIDer, Mrs. Devine and 

Mrs. Gray "'il l represent Mississippi in Vaahington and all over the 

country . They will tell the people in the government and the people 

all over the country the things ~ want said. They w111 be the 

first represen tatives the Negroes and poor White people in Missis

sippi have had ,ince right after the Civil War . 

S<me p=p le feel that only people who have a lot of education 

and know all about laws should repl'elent us in the govel'nment. 

But the men in Congress from Mississippi now are called "educat:ed" 

and are supp<lsed to know all about law and they do not represent 

us. To write laws that people want you do not have t o know much 

about laws. Sut you do have to know what 

Mrs . lIamer, Mrs. Devine ant! Mrs. Gray 

do not know much 

about legal things. 

But they knew whllt 

we want. 1"hey have 

lived the way we 

have all the ir lives. And so 

want. 

for us . 
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They can talk for ua much better than the ao- caLled "educated" 

men who lire in Congress Crom Misshstppi now. 

WHA.T MUST WE IXl SO TIIAT THE CDNGRESS~MEN WILL REPRESENr US? 

I t is not enough that: we helped choose Mrs. Hamer, Mrs. Devine 

and Mrs. Gray in th ... FREEIXlM VOrE. They cannot reaLly represent 

us unless \fro tell the", what we want thCIII co talk about 1n Wash1ngton. 

There are many ways we clln tell the Freedom Democ!'atic Party 

Cong!'esswO.II,!n what we want them to say for us. We c,om write to 

them, and we can visit them in Washington , and we can send them 

petitions and reports Which tel l them what is happening in Missis

sippi. 

We can tell them what to ssy by trying to registet and vo t e. 

Because if we t!'y to reginer and vote , 

,""oi°\'~""""""",",-,"", they will know that we want to vote,-

and they will know that is one of 

the things they must tell the 

govermnent in Washington. 

We can tell them what to aay with the lawyers 

when they come to Mississippi. Because when we talk to the lawyers 

everyone will be ablc to ccnne and listen. Fa!' many of WI thi.~ 

will be the first time we have talked in public. And if ".., cslk 

in public Mrs. Hamer , Mrs. 0ev1ne and Mrs. Gray will hear what 

we say and they will be able to say the things we want. 

We ean tell the Congresswomen what we want them to say by 

working with the FREEDOM DE!t:lCRATIC PARrY. Because if we support 

the FREEIXlM DEI<lGRATIC PARTY, they wHI know that ..... want them to 

tell the government in Washington what the FREEIXlM D~CRATIC PARTY 

wants. And the FREtOOM DEI<lCRA!lC PARTY wants Votes , JUliltice, Jobs 
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11 

and Education for ~verybody in Mississippi and in the United States, 

HOW lIAS iRE FREEDOM D&DCRAHC PARTY GROWN? 

The FREEDOM Dnt:lCAA'IIC PARTY g .. ew very !Ouch during the IIU11'Der. 

It grew in n....bers . bec8\U1e tiwusands of people signed the FREEDOM 

REGIstRATION £Ot'llli and now t here arC almost 80,000 peopl e who Are 

FR.£EDOM REGISTERED. 

But the FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY haa grown in othor ways , t oo. 

8ecause the FREEDOM OEHOCRATIC PARTY Is no longer just a few people 

who want to vote . It is nO longer just a few people who go to 

Atlantic Ci t y while everybody elae watches. 

The people In the FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY ~ voting .- in 

FIlEEDOM VOTES ._ and they are choosing t hei r own representativel/. 

And these representarives are not going to Washington to ask that 

they be allOYed to represent lUI. They are going to represent UI. 

And they wi l l I tay in Wa~hington and represent UI no matter what 

Congress decides. 

rhe FREEDOM DD'IlCRATIC PARTY 

has gr own becAUAe more and more people 

a r e going t o pracinct. tounty and Itate 

mee t ings, and because mere and more people Sre helping teach each 

ot her. And thsc il why Mrl. Ha~r. Mrs . Devine and Hra. Gray can 

represent us. Set.use they know we are working in Mississippi to 

help O~lelva. , they will know what we want th~ to aay. And thay 

will .ay in Washington and Allover the Unitad States the things 

we would lAy i f .... W<ilre talking. 
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49 Reprisals against MFDP Members, January 13, 1965 

 

  

"I&!I;OII li'."I0Cn.,rJ c •• .. j,n 
lOl1,.,"cll St.r·.e t. 
Jeok.son."'U3 . 
J52~96nS ~ . 

EeonJOOlle ro{.lri8!11s II." IIlIt """,II>rl If t b:l Fr, ~(1:l ' 
t Sflloernt! e t~!'ty "int'<.. t-1wJ.r '("It"!'" !"'I"3"1 th" C n.·r"~ssl}[!nl 
C":'.ll11'Hl" 1:1 lrtIlGhJllrton, :.. . C. nln.J cn,s ',-0 II"N r OlJr t d" to 
thu J"fI.~k"·n . loI1Ss . bHl""'O.::rt,,rl !)J tho :OI)l' t:)dny (we,",) . 

At 1" -8t tl-.l· ,O ; ro~nl l'H'~ th"lr J:::)s "",,1 ~na ;>..)1'
ii :m hor il~~", _illc. N'. Jm 'r n,:", "'uh!lr tJn, FL,' cnnir-'l!ln 
:..o'lr,nc,:· C-,:!,!; u,l.-' . ~:rhlll ,.r:)y(S Y1\'J~lY tint "'~ssusljJ;.l 
'(.,'r:) c1+-. >;"nl IfJr'tb .. 'll1,,"';J,' t:: ,)l','''tl;S:'.J .. "Utlcllll, ..n.tn_ 
J-'; i. 001<, S'I'I-oJIJ::t..)( t., Intl'lUt.l:r. r:n "::~rct :,11 in t!'i:'lr ;>wn 
n','$) <It.lt,,''h'--' ~~. ~, .. t 1 "alllt.:l" th"t "th' F~' .. !.ll r.:ot 
Yl~l." I.) th'. ',1" tor' :>'0'8"", "~",,,11 ~"'ntt'·,,, t ·, 0" '"n1,,.,
lr OVO-l'Y '11 ., s t, t " :1:10 It N C'::"I ~·r .. l tt1-:1r:NO 
~o t111j' .~ 

A J(c'c!I,n ,. 'I' 'My'!' Wft, W'::-K r~l' 11""", nn~.L"n_ 
'11 (!:)l8P'l~'Y l '.t' \'1 tt.,nt "'. II' t;h.t' Y p ........ r ~~tet.".t 'til" 
,!<l.tttOIl1':l,'!>· r:lun<" thoy h,,, n. j 1-." ".!lOIl '~l !'.,,,. J'!l ~ !'!"J" Ul<l 
fcoul' d~.y Ii'lshtn<"'t,,, tM.:J. ':'hrents ","r~ 1", ",1"':)t, rl .!I;"'r,lr.Gt ~r.Mr' 
F'"' i' 1II0Illl)cl'.J r.!l<' ~ '11"'11 3:'l""ltl,·s v' -"In V'l! t~l" .,y $1"' lr ... 'l·)I'~ 
t ~ V'I(!' " ¥ ht::r h;'~~ . 

au :r~t .!I;11l') ""n-uo.: tm ~ tlt le.s lIoVO" ",,,-.1':I.i"$ 
'oI('I'~ Inv t,e- t" tn, ',r .t"~ntl::l In$""'(" .. l ?nrt, n ~)\t ."",:, l( • 
. 't1.o-e t ,.1 1 th-; ,,'''~13 """ "',,'"0 !.""'''lt~'' "t'" th"), ·,1"" ..... <' t" 
,'" . Tl'wj' 1.l'O tr ~ J:'cks,-n, 'kCl''" , H"-tl ol"'r,' , TchulOl. . ~hllJ' 
Sprln,·/1 :::n<' ('1- r lll.-lrl., . 

Guy.~t :1.I'<Jo.l: 

" rhe so Jnyi.t~tt:>nll t, th 1n'·,,';"'11 ;:t"rty , 
n::. <I:)1'1':i t'-""N ,,, ¥ L" 1"..r, Oi'--'rt tl3 r.; t"I=s'~lt :')' r vi,-;-l':)uG 
('.,." 'I!, n :",;. (I' ~ r: l,t J:):u, n '0" Vie.: "!' s. lI!1~ n"'II"b"'1 
th;-oU[''1,,,.:, .h st-.", to! "m «IJ 3'", .. ; t.,' ", __ ;11 ;; Jr. ,r tho 
Ikti}nr.l ... !II'oT'_~t1c ,·.r~ .. In ... l,~rH.e CLty. "1 .• :1 ~ l'ltinu,) 
t::- us. '", 1"1 In.Hl t Jt~ n ~. 'I. p· .. ,l. ~JI t'I.S 'U"l'i 
':: :1_0 tnnt'", ar C"I"-, . , ' t J.;.;,,, '~f"lt10 't.r ~r ,,! .. ., _ 
t 'S1p;>1 . -
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50 The Congressional Challenge is Defeated, September 1965 

 

 

(~ the J&c:kaon Ikdlr :-Jellll . Sept. lh) 

• Th~ II\IbcQl ittoc. hcadlld by chein"l:n 
:10';1 . ,:obert J.ahlIoroe. Do , S .C ~. :I.a boldUc 
baar-.&r<cs on t be Ch&llc~ lilcd by the 
jiUl~:.dppl !'roedell n, lOCro.t1c .,art,. lJtW:h 
coTtt~,.;e: 10M !!\ate 1l:>Wl<ll I'iDbcrs Iron! 
clac'~d 1l1sKill¥" ~\UMI !:e-:TOe1l WOn! kept 
.tN'1 ·/Ot1~. 

""0.'1 or the 5 eonteata."""Ito. "\lao. IllY1:1n ILrI 
O!T' r Lunity to ltate IIU else. jJ.e.-ils4';>1 
I!OII~~ ~l'I then ~."'rod tho Conte.to.nil. 

Sor..-..... .:ll PDP ckrJ..c.ws ~d on the! tront 
etcJ=.."l or U. ~.~ital ~ in:I:i.de the r"Otun&I 
tII~o t.ha ~~ '""'"' :i.n pl"O{lZ'CSU . 'ftI.lY 
l~t".· l.Olt tOl" ~ '~t.on :i.n the 
ra1.-.• 

J. 1.'-<;. t rlJlI or "cur1ty elllT"Ollndcl! tbe 
Hou:~ ::lecUCinal euOO,.·.1ttec roQ:1 today aJ: tb: 
pm:: -: toccn clOfllld heU"1n:::e m the 
!.IUI'l:':"J1{lIpl Challo"0a. 

A cO:"tlcn or pol1cc:-n 8'lIrr'OIIndtd tha Capital 
~UJ: T"(I .n! ftT.l1"Bl. an :;.co.twred ~ 
out. t'.:: ed1l1.co. A cu:lber or pl.ailIcl.ot.bG_n 
him:! ''ItOn _n ~ U. bIdldtr:r.. 

1"ho h::lI'1I1g 11 boin(o; h)ld :i.n a s...u cormr 
r:IXn et the c.?1t.ol ufli.ch can only be 
reGe~'~ by • tOlU'-!lILrI 'levator DDt. "-" to 
nany p~rSOM. 

Sc\?tr;"'r 11" 'l'II"W 
th:l.a .. ~m1ng FIlP paoplo lobbied :i.n tho 
::~ effie"" . In noIIt. c.:lll(la t.bo Conr,re_ 
"lItn \IIl~~ !lOt. 1n.. Mel utx:n t.he( uere ill 
noet vcre too bu.Iy to JPC!~ to t.he ~ 
or 15 or 10 people ul.1O uked to _ .~ 

':"1lY C~~sa-r:!n e&1d t .!IIIY t.~ou.;;ht. tba 
~o'\. ... II" I>Dl'8ll.y and lo-;ally n..-;ht. 
,hcIy ~-." _1'1 tha 600 prl1ltad pagel of 
<);t,o-;.'.~~one ub1.ch tho :>DP hII.d eolJII!CWd lut. 
,'L1u::..-, And Fc!»'lltzy. ~t. r;&lQ' COD;:7CSDen 
Ad ".3 people that poliUce._ .caimt 

_ . a1~ law and ~~,. .~ 

oar 11d .. 

i'1I:I'II belt. Coq:.ro • .,n .said t.Mt. -;;';>0 .... :::n. 
Jb1tten had r.re.t inIllMl1lCC II:l tb r.;·~lt 
flgr1C'.ll.ture cOll'"' ltt.eo .m t!:.at. r--: .~~ 7 
-.ot.ed at,:rlMt 'hitt.n then bitter. ~~~;~ 
ro~ ~a1mt J'UliIera in t.hI!!:' (~:.te.. 

ott.r eo.t:.r'I!_n told tho 11l' 1c::.":."Uta 
t.~ the Votinc 91ll VOIIld l'IOII (":11-,,: the 
prObl_ that. the Ch&llere- !:CI:,';:.t b 
I<Ilva. 'tbar aa1/1 tlwt. CJl1r.:-~:I1l llOUld 
IIQlaI S\Ift that. torror. t>araatD:nt. IItId 
1:rt.1Id.dIIticn VOIIld !lOt bo a viW fetor 
in . ;J.nt..,1p:ll el~t1O!\S. Other Co.C! II 
IlIOn aaid tbat. t.hat ba"" dol'll! aU they 
coW. ' [OJ' the Jill ro lIOoplc. "'y ao..1d t.'Iat 
tlwy mra 101" S- M. :i.n 'lu'liJlRto:"l L1III 
t.he/" TOted foro t.'- Civil :t1;;"t:I llet. at 1-. 
'i'hoy hid that ....... )'00. d1dn' t. ep",reei.:rt.a 
Ilhat \IU ba1nc dono for t.heII aid t.1le" e1tod 
l tatt. lUI ILrI !1lCIIIPlc of thia. 

Ilrll . ~ Aid ttt,. <1. _till; t.hil c\""e:-~ 
<1.t tho Lincoln church t.hllt U\e !.l'~t:>ee:1'>1tt.M 
lIeet1nj;a \ /01'0 • diSltUlt.inG thir:o, :;::. 
ed.d that the C~ntl~n lUd toot. 
1nt.il!d.dttion or votera Irca nct ulc!cr:relld 
:i.n t he .tate. She.-id that. L"cy t~"'.d 
-Wean and tb.l!t it "'" tJDQI :!.c:'TJbl1~·n 
Ccn((J'Car.en 1fho 1I11»:t _ /tOOl quec;a ono 
or "the ~:lOC:ratlc ~mbc ... 01" the ellll"'1~t.oot. 
She ,aLl tn.t. tho ' J ... Lwlp"l Ccrr,n:J~nl. 
Ittitude 1IU t.'Vir .ave. ·\lere ta:cen f.'1«'f 
trc:c thom and they etill can ' t .torget i t . 
ITou . IIhe .saU. the l'OI"t.bem Con;.t"allll..:n 
don't ..nt to irrlt.ate tbelt. 

:lIrS.iJ;: lbc ~arUtc;e toM t=- F'Di' 
Ce::creMlalCn. i:ra . r U 4ntd CC3-:f or VickP
.... and :'.11'. '.}len J"~ ol .... c:(.;~ 
tollt1tied tor about throe~. 'jh 
~ ~:J1pp1 Corvcs:.en relied &.\ pI".~loal 
arpcrt.l and ~ to tho!: tell," 
~_n to not let theA oo.r·~ 
-Ar'ter all I.' ro triende:, w it yt'J 
llnICat l1li, t.ben tbe __ tJWw: debt 
~n to j'OU," 1_ hoo their ",~·. ltc:J .. 
ckriMribo40 

c~~ flDlH Abem:tt17 de!',ndc.l 
hlnlol1" by ~ that if he otr.J the ~~lI(!r 
ill ... COfl;~ten:n 1I(!~ reI'\O'Ied I'l"Oil their 
I!!l1h , no C~relllllllA11 in the !':eap ~.,.·th 
Hould be we in the t'IIt.lll'O. 'fllS pl'C!Odi!rrt 
1J'ould be Il ~1"OUII OI'IC!. 

SepteMber lS , ' 'edlll!!!d&y 

Ibrlltl the -:orn1t{;, 2"1l' paoplc c::nt.1 -~~d 

t.hoir lobU)'1n:.t .t CC~H allIS It 20 
vanO\lll Io'e<lem al{('nc1.ca 1ncluMr.s t.'l:! FBI. 
the JUlt1.oo 'bpal't.nllnt, tho Vetor,an ' /J 
1.dIIin1et.r.t.ian. t.he Lal,)or, ~'!'ie"ltu.."'Q. anc: 
Eealth, !<kIcat.1on, an.! 1Qlrare ~..-ICnt.. . 

?he 1m- l.HniltraUon Camltteo l'C".ed 
19-5 t.o reject. the Challe:'lp. The 
COI:l>1t.t.oe. he ... " by 0I0ar au-le:3n, l'i'euI 
""b'1Oel'Qt. appI'01'(!d the IlUbcOIn1~teo'~ 
~n4at.1on that. the Challon,."O be t.~d 
doImo Ikre t.. the t'Y 'i'U1cI repo:-t. tr. 
John lle""ra I 

"the! Cal.I1ttee ••• nao. 1'10 effort. to ('7 
t.. .. t. d:18cr1n1netLon n1Itcd 1n t:1:!t 1~::, 
4'lnoNl IIlcct1orl. Instead, it ,13t"J'".e:l t.ha 
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ei.,u. J'J.d:!, ?I?anis.t.!ona in tM 3o\r'b. 
A n~ .. of liellro le.ders in Miuillltlpp1 

M1n con; ~ntl~n or the t'1V'C ~pro.ntatlft1_ have qoposed thf. Mode. party. n.y 
that the:":! IIU no OOI',tefl. be~.~ the conttlld that ita .<:trUer s u. too far to the 
el'llllol\1N', lI0ro not c:u1;.L"1.cd e.:'1d~tN l.tt. and' tM.t HiUilll8lppl IItgl"Oll' ,hould 
£or wet ton. £ON , 1'1111' coalition witll liberal white, 

HouN blu:lr!ra, ~ haw lID'I'ar aup:oortod the 
chall..n.,"1I. hJn bean relllcta."lt to authorise 
II "1It1~ coritlllt broUGht bi noncandiMtcs 
£0 .. fear of ItOttttu II. pn:~,,",rrt. that lJCuld 
bri>l.:: • hrra;o ot ec:Tt.esta. 

!'he chal:"neero c~\;:'1\!1::d tl...l.t there ~ 
t-ot':l le. ~ onrl :oral. FC~()!;rl; :OT UlI:Iir 
pOIIitlon 1hc" said t..\at tL:il" c.ndidates 

" :tor eoru:lIIl11' 11'!1l""e ai~~r w".1;:t'« pl.eco 
on the J~'II1a.\,p:"Ii b.3llcrt bc-~.u.o of the 
t.eclln1.calit1c:l bMl . bl13a or tbo la:1 or 
beellw;e !t •• ..; ,11lll' not 1Iaf:;! for. 1i!70 
to :run t'C!T at~ ill ~lIIIt 1Jt&tc. 

Ili"UJ. tJbinI, th. CCi'l. ittee Nic. 
eOQtelrtatl clclct10n l.c.1II , lloUd ba rcv1.C".IIId 
and elar1-~1od .0 that it C&Il ' m.! lIOn 
IIxplld.1tio~y' "ith u.t~ chnll.l!~s 
im,.lvlnG roeW uiaer1:l1natlan. 

Votin(; lIl:a1n.t the .x-tlon to 61s'l1,. the! 
ohlllla!:CC uere JOnAthm !l1~haI.I or u.. .... 
flI'OfI."It, Luoien :'. ~.dd or :'leh1:;:~ . Sar.aIo1 
' . fr1e&Ol or 1lary1and, J ohh Jr~h.rIe of 
lnI!ar. " rid :'''IlWltq l:all'~ill" or califo .. nia . 
m arc n.nocrat.s. 

'MIsy uU.:: NO:' to I'ItCCI'I it 'be :l:ltter to tllo 
cca -it.t.aJ t01' :urthtr lleill"il~ • • tJh1ch-.'1"1W.4 :arrl th.! utter OftIl' until noxt :fCal'. 

liz" . Hau'dIw , • 1:.<; .. 0, .aid !.It-v:n&l.d r14D' o: 
ninOl'ity l'Cport cmrt.o.\d:1nrl thal. dfaen
h-anch1l !WIt oS" l'o:;l"oc, in .;UIi.ni;:Il:1 UUI 

vtthtn tba Jt.at. and .f'f'il1a~ with -u. 
national n.oont1c p&rty. _ _ 

For these. ~ .. o.., .Ule ebal.lAl~ not had 
th& .uppgn. o! IWI7 d.-,U rii:htl_l .... ~. 

Lut a4ht, bowe"ftl", the broad baae·o! c1rl.1 
%"icbt.ll. 1'1Ilic101l11. and labor gl""OUpil that ~ 
worked tos.the:r far cirll .. ~\IIle,1al.tion 
l.UI.ited acaWt the IIOtion to d1aiu tt. 
cball.enp. 

AboIIot. 40 of tile .. orcani •• t1one in the 
liasldniton--ba,," I.eaderlllhip COnference on 
Ch11 IUitlt ... 'lnelutiac the lI.tlonal 
.b:toclltlon far the Advan_nt 01 Colond 
P&opl.e , ~11 .doptell & IItn..ent. IItld 
1"orwar&!d it to _abel'S or the HC'II8e . Their 
main e~ntlon Willi • 
10'nl1 two .ubc .... lttee hearinee bpe been 
held, both lund t o the d.1niesal and to 
no lrt.he%" IIollpl!ct 01" tha lIIaue. 1(0 publlc 
heU1rtg1ll haw baen held. Copies or tile 
evidence <lJl wh1th the challent!e 18 ba"d 
hUe not been ucla ava.1labla to HDIUIe 
IIelIIbers. tllodeaal 01" the challel1l11 at thia
thle: would clo" the door to full he.r:l.nt!1I 
and full Howle dlscuesion.' 

~ , Robert Spib, eucutiTa directOJ' of the 
C~!lSim <lJl Race and ""l1&ion at th& 
Rational Council ot Churches pa".d • kIP 
role in .eh1e-rll1s thi. rathar ,.....kabh 
eonaelllUll by disaldent ,J'OIlP'.· 

'cloulj. _~tot" or ",oon!, ' thIIt publ.1c Seet-ber]6 , Ttrursdy 
hearu.cc Ilboul.4 he b:ld, ~ Uwt it \/lUI • 

not .II. -n·.t ..... al161. .. _ ' 1.' .. 1: the. ehillfl~sIn tba IIDTlIil1c J'D1Ihi ~ .nd • f".., 
\.""ClJ'() not Cendidlr\oll . &dult. aan:hed ttoo. Uncoln ch:ureh to h 

Conere •• · • • bout 20 bloob away. Older 
Tha t:I1no-1ty r.:port .. tetcd, ~ r cc0r6 ~la Mt._ u- .t the Clpitol in buM • • 
1.."1 t.hia .:.AIICI cklU"ly bd:1e.tl!!11 :tl=~The llAr'CN!re were t.-old b7 )lOlioa not to 
.nt of 'I"OterJ in tllo statol! of l:tuiuiP!'i .~ or carTY p1cket riens. A fev blocks 
ciao to i:l6do<'"Jatc otfl.oW }l1IDtection at" tr .. the Cqresa pollee told t~ to 
tlleir "1..hta, .. vall .. of thdr liT.. break into VOUJIe of" 25. ThU wQ" it vwld. 
and 11alb.: . " !he llin~l'it)" reporl appear thAt the peoplo ven ' nt deIIonIItre.t1rlg 
Q"1t1c1sed tho Nlorlty n!Port. which l"II;1ected but; wen! just ordinary tcur1a-t.. 
the FDP Challe"" hac811M thoy WIIr. not 
l egally certU'1.ed candidate::-. The report Wht.n the people n!.ched the sidewalk 
saidl 'It I!l\UJt be obricv.:l to enryane in till' n!a%" ot the Capitol bu1ldlN police 
that to require an inll1vid114 t.ol"J~a , __ paeeed out leaflets statilli the matrict 
c.nd.1datl hafo.t'fl he c.n con ... st an election _ of Colllllblll law pr<lh1biUns the hol~ 
in • juri.diction wl'cn 'it l..II .!JqXIlldhlo of fiatls r:tr e1a:ns of: ~"\Y k1nd. Yet the 
fr:tr hill t o register urn:! YOU, let alone g.t ~opla alit clown on thil etone benelle. 1Iond. on 
!WI or her 1\811111! on tho ballot lII&k'e5 a the 181m bell.1nd enc! sta,red througbwt 
contest iqIoDeible and depriyea till' COl"lllU- the a!temoon, throuch t.c;, the ~ MCl'11ine; . 
fution , .-t.at utee- and 1'IIlea d: all wanirJ& 'the purP08e 1/38 t o hold. Ttg1l thft 1/ CNld 
in th:1a regard. '" sc;aehCW &traet the ~t1I ot CCI\Il'IIall who 

wen claciditc the tllte of the ~~. 
Wednesday ~ht ci...u l"1j:ht.:l . labor, aru;I 
church lroup, united qainzrt thf DDtion "to 
d1S.&. the Challe~6. The lIT T:IIrIe ... 
.repcrtAd on tile bllck.::'''wnd. ,J£ t:liIi _ti.r., 
"fba H:hde-sippi Pn-e-dta ~r&t.1c Fartiy 
.... 0re.w.d bJ' c1Til %"1a:h~ ""'rken w 
pw M1u1lllllpP1 lfevoee • vorce in 
politica end wtruc.lon in -n;tilla. It 
tIU bHn lIIIppD;"ted ~tly' y the Studsnt 
JIon-'ViDlI!nt. C.Q?rdinat1llc Cc-;'itt.6e, \ih1I;lh 
has been .1. ("ddu vtt '\ Wlfe" cunservaUw 

J. epeci&l pra)'l!r _etine 1118 J.eJ.d .t. the 
National CatNdrnl in suwo-rt ot the 
Chalie,.e. t»ieM or people , u1nly 
&dulte, kick part. . The w..sh1l1ct.Dn rtF 
and SIICO aft:loes 11IpJl11ed coffee and 
IJIIldwlchell to the Y1aller. throughout the 
ni4ht -.nd .... 1)" &em1lw. II\lndredo ot 
people m;,oed SRe all niaht 10rw throurh 
continual l:1cht t'&in. Mice ~ PeopI. 

acainat licht.1n& eandl. .. tor the ~ll in 
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U. aarly preo-dnn boun. Q:Ie pol~ 
tcld tJ\IO '"'" u.t u.,.qht'b\InI ~ 
.u.,.s _ .at. tho paric ~ tift. ~ 
lit U. ~ a _oond ts.. but. _ad 
dcIm t'r<:a U. CQutJ'outaUon. 8 ill V_ 
of ~ bl.sw h1a CMdl. out, bot.-- , .. 

u-!ft. tar .. U-dlltOllllll . f..zJ OM ,.... 
put it , "!'be .ardarere in IlUsl$s1ppi 
bsft bteI:I INpPOI'ted by U. COllIn'" OftI' 
u.nt. TbQ"ft bot.b ..aden",. There 
&1rI ' t DO I'Hl dltt.reQee btt.w.rOl1 t'-." 

Mid, '"I want to bear Kn. ~J', Mrs. FIJI aru- ~I'Q GII)'Ot urpd people 
DlI~, a.nd Mrs. ar.r .-p.ak. " n.n .. bepn to run tor ott1cu t.t.y nevll'r ran tor 
-.0 apeak UOUt. the Chal.1e.. Pol1oe betare, and to ol'fw-. in &ve~ preelMt, 
kldW,,", to atop IIIIIidrc II pol.lt1c&l opeeoh. city, and county in tile state. He Mid, 
\1_ UlIPIIIITftd, "1'111 not .-killl a poUt1c&l "WIt htI_' t be(wl to rtaht," and urged 
IIpCIlch-I ' . talking "bout DelllOCJ'at:n" peoplB not to ,,"It. politics. He said It 
Carloads of CaIE IIlSIIIben joined the rl«Ueril 111 only b7 taJl"1rc part ill ~1t.1c1l t.bIot 
~t. the n1(ht. Thr IIMhington n. w_ ~C\1IIt"" can be chsng9d. &. Nl1t1 tllst 
and: SNCC statts hslped. get radio peooplt! voW.d ha"" to Iltt...1'Id prt't:1nct 
ANlO\UIC~ Md ~t.3 "Il.t to ~ _tins_ &II ta1th1'lilly ... _ they iO to 
peOple in the cit.y to ~oin u,.,. Yiail. otlurt:h. 

Septe.bel' 11. Fri<+v 

Pr1.dq, Ilf'ter the all n1&ht. vlc"ll , bl.tMreoil 
ot I"DP _lIIbers t1lled t.he I'kouIIe ,al:.er1e. 
to vttnelll!l the I'in;U"rote. I1an7 people 
wnw tu.rnad <nny tv u .... rll 111\0 sa1d their 
pll.3MII wre no good own thO\.lih wtI1tea-
h.d blHn lot in vtth stmlar psi.... A 
ca.l'h.int. to t.M Hou ..... rlMr hy II. 
Congrea-.an friendly to tn.. fDP· porSWlctad 
1ohoo U!lh~ra to let U. ptOple in. F1.nolly 
ar<Nnd tl\ftfl 0' clocl<, (:qrell.ul 
VUl t.. FttJ, Ryan or "" York llItrodueld a 
aot1.on to N~t tho I:NlltollP 18_ to 
tho 1Iowoe A~rtration e..utt ... tor a 
tull and opeD he&rinc. CqNa.an 

~r 18, Sst.urd!;r_ 

~. Sl'ib or the ",.tiona} Council or CII'.lftt.. 
tol4 thu pre .. th3.t tNN v1J.l be 110" 
CQrlgJ'IIss1&mU oh&lle.s to Southe:m 
Cot'lgnlS_n. 110:> a.dQedr (llOcording to an 
1J' report in tile Jag~(I'on Ilsllf HMMJ 
"Since thJ. u..ocraUo CDnfti'\Con lit J\Uant.1o 
Cit:r_ ' .-.: ho.d a hlrly IM:Inous "'Plit in the 
_OR~nt. Ths joLnil1: together vith the 
MF'DE' IIU the ~ ui>1t1ed action "itIoe then. 
E.-.:rybody b.eked it.. (the 100 \lI11on, chl.trch 
and dvU r1chta gr'''IIpa belonging to the 
Le,,~rshlp CQ1ltn",.....,. on Cirl.l ilighta) 

Lindaa.:r lind l"arbatein or .v Iartc" apob ror SIno. R.tcOlWltruCUon the 1I~ b.u been 
1I;Jan', wot1onJ '0 dlct COI1SftI..r1 IJtaa saCr'OlISlIct.. Th1a Chall.1IP ltr~ the 
or :lIotr01t, !dwIu'dsot california, aDd l7l"ob1e. f'iClrt. llIto the heart ot the 
CO~" of M1ch1can. 'MIll &opublican nlltiotiU lelial.ture and. atNcil; where U. 
laaderahlp loWd with tlw !lv_ocr_Llg leg~alat..ol'S &N lIIOat. VIIlnerable--tlW1.r _ 
ltadarahip to det""t Ryan ' a _tion br a vcota Rat in C~naN'a. 
of Zl8 t.o lh3l 

'nil! thre4 FnP Congrea~n Wl"re invited 
by lole«rrDI fl'<a Spelllter J.,hI\ Kd:~ck 
or Ksasaehlleet.t3 to oil. "1\ tha HOUM 
fioor dw'~ t.be Fri.dllT &ouion. &t 
w Islro Cqre.,."n urged. tha _1'1 
to dtcline tho iIlritation "" the ~ 
that it Jdc:ht. blat. the C~l'IIe, '!ba _n decided to tab t.Iw _t.a a~, 

!.bey nt 1n tb: I/ld1MI4 _:Uon, j....t. a 
rew toot. IInftI,7 rr.:- two (It Yon 1t1Ni.&a:tpp1 
COIl(rIIs_n. 

Arter t.be TOte douona o[ prea. poople 
a\U'J'OU!lood the three II\ft!n.., they veJ'/l 
va lk1Jl& down the lone Houi'le stairway to 
join tJIe reBt. of th<' Miu1sa1ppi 
1iHle.aUon. Mrs. H_r .poke to t.be 
people hIItore lnw!redll or ~paet.ston, 

C~s_n, thll1r a:..dcl , IIJItI t.ha pollee, 
but. herom alii! could n"tllh It. broke 
dOlI'll in taars. She Uk .. d . -what kind o[ 
countl'7 1. it that is arl"l1<'1 to lMt the 
peoploo knoll t.bII trut.h1 wto" 11 the whi100l _ 
~ at'l'ft.1d to h1. tJ't<o ""ople kno::1If'" lira . 
X-l' .dded tho..:h, thllt abe vovld 
contu.ue to 1IJ'ttn rat' orNe .. "11:&111 it tbere 
vas an;,1.hiJlc lef't to I'\UI tor. " 

Altho .. h .t t1:r.at. pol tc .. P"'"nted ... 
..... 1' rr_ Wlin8 & l~aker, \DIdIer 
Ul'iirlc hy ~ • .-n Ryan , tlw polL::a 
cbanced t.beir 1IWId. &:nI .pdlir:ent urpd 
t.htr. t leg:roea -.u.st nov pNf'IU"J t.o IlntI 

It 14 V'ery aJ.cnifieant that on the tinal roll 
ClIll w ,ot 1113 voW. de~1te the tao;rt. 
t.hat tho llt.r'U ~lIIOCrat1c lea4er.mlp 
in C"l'lIfl'\'aa rOll(ht us every way .. .Harty 
CCJnSl"!a_n did no~ rollow the ~ratL:: 
leadership. 1111s _Utls Cqrull v1l.l boJ. 
the scane ot .oN etru.ules. ;'he~ vlll bti
_re tballal'C*' thaD ".' .... ~r he.d b!ot_. " 

People beCBn to 11'&"' for h<ao. They wre 
sad but. not. ... teded. Qle eldl!'!'17 _1'1 
f'I'QOI SWIf'lowf' COWIty add, ju.rl; aa alia 
boardtd ~r bus to l.o!aftl """"ro tirl. to 
go, but J'OIl all f"aII bit aun. of thi,, _ 
wa ' N e<*1rl& baok. " 
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XII: After Freedom Summer 
 

 
 

The Freedom Summer Project failed to reach its most visible goals. Few new voters registered, 
the Democratic National Convention rejected the MDFP, and white-supremacists took seats in 
the 1965 U.S. Congress. Some leaders concluded that nonviolence and traditional politics 
would never bring justice, and helped launch the Black Power Movement. 
 
However, in the following months it became obvious that Freedom Summer had achieved its 
broad goals. Tens of thousands of black residents had created a new political party, learned 
leadership skills and organizing techniques, and attended Freedom Schools. People around the 
nation, shocked by the violence on their televisions, spurred elected officials to write new 
laws. Mainstream politicians realized that African-Americans were a powerful voting bloc. 
 
In 1965, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, which outlawed discriminatory voting 
practices and authorized the federal government to intervene. By the end of 1966, most 
African-Americans in the South who were eligible to vote had registered. 
 
51 Rough Minutes of a Meeting - National Council of Churches, Sep 18, 1964 
(8 pages) Reflections by leaders -- Farmer, Young, Samstein, Lowenstein, Rauh, and others -- on 
Freedom Summer, what it achieved, and what should be done next 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/172 

 
52 COFO Program, Winter 1964 - Spring 1965 
(2 pages) Memo detailing how COFO intended to carry forward the work of Freedom Summer 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/15020 

 
53 Morey, R. Hunter: Cross Roads in COFO, December 3, 1964 
(2 pages) Reflection on the future of co-operation among the main Civil Rights organizations 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8308 

 
54 The Mississippi Summer Project 
(14 pages) Essay by a volunteer (unsigned, and apparently unfinished) with many stories, much specific 
detail about what was accomplished, and examples of how lives changed. 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/12152 
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51 Rough Minutes of a Meeting Called by the National Council of Churches, Sep 18, 1964 

 

1. RouSb aiaute. of •• eetlns called by the National COUDcil 
of ChurCh •• to di,cus. the Hi •• issippi Pro,ect , 

$eptewber 18, 1964 

People preseat: Glo.tel' CUl'l'OIlt, Jack Giasbers, Joe RaulI, lnace 
HaDseD, Jaaes Fane1'. Anr&a KlldaUl&n .u Lovea.taln. Jack P1'.'tt. ADcly 
Youes. RObe.t Spike, John Mora.ll. ~oul'tl.n4 Cox. and Hendy &&astain. 

Spi'.~ M •• tlDA cl1ed to diacu •• w~yl of cooper.tlnr 'a "'s.i.sippi 
1ft th. future. If po.slb1e let u. try to .void l',kl.8 the cool. 
of tM past. 

len.: OIlenlolltl !about SNCC. AUacked by Ivanhoe Donaldson at 
II ,...1 discu.don in Cloyel~ l'\st RllM. ACClI.ed of aot 
coop4tratlas lJ:r. SV-er PROJ'IICT I OJ! OPPOS )(C DIRI!C1' ACTION, I would 
lib .OM .... :\Iuatlon of thai S-e .. Pro,oct. for lan:MlC., t1le TOI. 

1
of the Lawyers Guild. I Obloct to JobaDy·co.e·l:\tal1... Que.tion. 

-t a1lout the 'DP. All co.p1"Olll .en castled .... appeuers. Probl_ 
specifically in Jackson. AM No •••• Itofued to COIIO up nd ... 

.... 1 uecutive bOard 1. Jac:tS08 ill Jaly u fi'Ullr c:pe sad ...,1... He 
1"~ a .... ry DeSAtl.,s Ulprs .. ioa. NAACP aa.i ly p:ln of COPO. but 

lorid .. l "lIf'pO'S ~. ~o h.'1Ye beea tabverted.. Many lII:iIli.~en ara 
.., ratuni., to the Mort}! w1~h COIIpla1atl of tIIa NAACP for aoa·coGper .. 

atiOft. If we an ,OiD, to be p.rtaera. bta be part .. r.. 'aU • . I .attle a1'01lBll tho table wbere we aI's tolD! i8 1965. Leta de~sl'lll2lS ' . 
., the extent of Cooperation. NAACP haa 1/4 .UliOJlo tiBd up ill Mu •• 

+ 

YOIIDII A~ our lalt .co~ill!! we Gpl'saH4 our fnaatl'llUon. with 
PDP .... ss .. rally. Ma.~iD" eneded. up tIa:1t ::t whotMI' ve lib it 
or 1lO~. colt e.c.~ 0111' l'e.ponalbUi~y to e our work •• aaoot. 
a. pouibla. W. cIoftl~ und.sutaad •• cll o~"I'. MIt.~ deYelop .tnactun 
of coopel'atioa. PDP. 01' COP01 01' .... o~har ad hoc organization 
for luanoli_! project. Into M •• i •• lppi. 

it .... red 

to 
., City. 

Splb: Mi .. t.llppi 11 no longer a local phbl... Tcmdoa iJ 
~ .. be~ tho.e who are !lOved by local C:OIUIldO'l'atlou and 
thl. who .. t beed aatlonal c:oaaUaraCicms. Iteaaure .. 
aDd attoDtlou MVO boea faaneled iDto'MISSISSIPPI. Qustloa DOW 
U how to 'uarae1 t~ without on tile OM bacia JWlipulatlnR local 
peoplo ~ .. the othor without .b4icstl~ ,.e.,..llbility to 
uUo .. l pietuH. We .at ~ to "ace, elulnate the ''''ltld .. 

..J dlat exuu lIII0., 0'. Mla.balppi lao. DOW beCOlle .0 large. it 
aart. IOYer4ge Oil utloaal KaUI thla b the 'PTObla. 

YOWl!'1 At COIIYftUon we Md coablDatlon of aoral (HaMr) aad 
political power cnaa. Paraor ...s wllkbta]. If thta 
bad been aailltala.et could hove beeD uaed la election. Made "ote 
Eor Khabsippi I1D issue. New lo.t EoI' thb oloctlon. But we •• t 
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Z-neeting in New York 

rue$t~bl\sh nntionel prcssuro for the ri~ht to voto in Mlssl$sipni. 
Thet [ soo es the purpose of this noetin~ . 

Korns: Hes the v~y now been sMothed for winin~ ri~ht to voto in 
Hiss? 
~~uh: The ob$t3clo$ h~ve not been cleared ewey. 
Groenbor~: Hust oss~ult county by county. H~ve people ~o to 
courthouso , follow with leeal nction. Abstll(:les "'ill not cave in 
at once . 
R~uh: Of cours., we still have the resolution thet reguler$ cen 
not be scated if don't chcngo by 1968 . But whet is ncoded i$ 
fedornl leP.'i51ction thet where 10$5 then l/l the Negro popul~ti~n 
is ro!:istered (!IIe:!nin!: !liu . ond Alo.) !lot federcl rc~istration. 
But such le~isletion deponds on prO$ident nnd he not likely to do 
it, $0 diffiCUlties remoin. 

Kerns: We should concontrnto on urbnn arens like Atlnnta. Tho 
~ Freedom Democrotic P~rty is a delu5ion. It (:auscs (:onfusion (monP.' 

locel people . FOP units ore dovelo-in~ in severn 1 pl~ces around 
the country-- :o.nd wherever they are t here ere suspi(:ious ch:-.rscters. 
C~n wr set any ?o~ls1 Cen we develop ~ coo rdin~ted npproach? In 
Jackson Ch".rlo$ Eve r s hes r::\tmort with downtown. So there lind in 
Biloxi ~nd Vicksbur~ will h~ve litt l e resistance to re~istration. 
Must deve l op (:Qnp~ipns there but (:ut out arrosts ,nd picketin~ 
because if ;>eople j:o.iled others become frifhtoned. l'h~t kind of 
structure c:m we hcve. 1 expect not one with cirector -- I !'Ielln Bob 

7~'oses--who di(:tltes and wo tlust tnko it or le:wo it . JT 1-IUST BE 
OI?J.IOCRATIC . Re~istr~tion will be II slow ~rduous effort. 

Fermer: De(:i5ion mekin~ in COFO is nub of probleM. Confusion exists 
on how do(:isions nre medo . For in5t~nce , tho settinp up of this 

~ler.el advisory (:olillllitteo. Thilre was no consultation with Member 
~ f!roups. I know not with us , CORE. WO must a~rce on decision

~akinp structure. 

Morsell: Question of makin~ the ri"ht decisions. ~IFDP ch:lllen~e 
at Atlantic City w~s impor tant , but it wn$ weak~ned in tho end . 
A variety of approaches is nece$sary . Job can not be dono by any 
sin .. le line Ilction , but problC!r.\ is thp.t Bob Hoses nnd SNCC focI 
(perhaps because of their youtb , frus t ration, indi~notlon , bitter
ness) need for $inE l e-mindcd approach. They must hove understFlndinl! 

,"",of strotopic (:olPlplexity. Not now in SNCC. !lOlo/ll roe we to cre:\to 
this understcndin~ b~couso it is necessary before we (:an have II 
structure. 

Cox: Accusations oro b~in~ modo D~linst Bob. Nobody h~s 
ll$ked people of COFO how decisions ~re mane . Peo\l~ here must 
sto~ thinkin~ in or~anizntion ter~s and sto~ denlinp in re(:ri~inn
t10ns . !ieed to be more worr ied about rOOl'le of tllss. nnll not or~. 
and its imma~e. Our pre$cnt structure is made u~ of neo~le of 
Miss. and those who lIIust f:<lce (:on,equen(:es of nny ~ction taken . 
AttclII;ltin" thn peorle in lowest e(:onoClic situation be '1blo to 
eXllress need . Structure of rlFDP and COFO is anI< in which de(:isions 
m.'lde by peonle of Miss . I was willina to sit a:md be '{Ili\lt 
but this whole meetin? has been aimed ~~ninst snec. 
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l r:leetin~ in NY 

Cox: It doesn't 1'101., to en~(I."e in n dh tribc at!ninst Bob and SNCC. 

S~ik~: We ftust try to Ret nt fcclin"s of all tho plrticirlnts 
her~. 

Younp.: Perh:ms it would be helnful to review sOl'le of the history 
of this. COFO w~s orr.inilly formed ~s n structure to ~et VEP 
Boney. The pnrticip(l.tin" orp,nnit(l.tions nccented it with varying 
de~rees of intcrest--some only in nr~e . Decisions hnve to be 
n(l.de by thos e on scene who h(l.vo lives (I. t st(l.kc . After VEP . nnpcn ls 
were !'lade to the v,:l.rious or,enh~.tions. They responded witll varyinp. 
dc~ rees of su?nort. SNCC qnve the Most, then Core. NAACP Eave 
to its brancos :lnd SCLC to its cithenshlp pro~rnl'l . Idea in 
COFO th nt th 09C not pay in" for the piper, not call the tu~e. 
~ethc r it wes wron~ to inv09t in people 6£ COGO end not orp,an i; inr. 
of COFO it is necessary to se e present misunderstendin~ in thisl 
present contoxt. 

Lowensteir.: 
cooperntion 

The pns t is done. Now qu~stion on how to 
nnd not drivo o.nyone out . 

Rnuh : IU~t. 
think it is 

But I would like to drive out the Lawyers Guild. 
immoral t o tak~ llelp fro~ co~unists. 

Lowenstein: I 
11'0 need sOllie 
sOJ:le structure. 
based COllI i tion 
consultin~ rele . 
indilridu/ll 
or by different 
But 1111 must 
We must sit 
how, so tha t 
e de finite 
a 5tru~ture 
elected-

we must ~axinize coooeration. 
decisions nrll "~~";, __ "Ie need 

brondly 

were d,.,",,,, oot 
oot 

Farmer: Avree with AI, but wouldn't you agree tho.t not 0.11 who 
':ullltll.oul .. hllv .. rule in u .. "i~lun .. ,,);in~ , loul uuly lho~" wh" IU· .. 
part of the nctioll? 

J 
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4·~ceting in Ne~ York 

Lowenstein: Yes, th~t's what I ~eant . 
Spike: With Dob and Ji~ Forn~n not here , we c~n't Make any decis i on . 
We obviously con't dec i de for eOFO or SHec (look in?, at Al L:l. 
I on worryinr about not structurlu~ thin~s t oo fi~ly at thiS point. 
Lowenstein: I deliberately didn't structure thinr s, r ather. woi t on 
meetinv with those who con Moke docisons . Rathor 1 wos trying te see 
if thero is a consensus here on ~y , r o,oso l. If not, let's not toke 
ti~e of Bob and others . 
Morse1l: We h:lVe cor.un itt~ent t o llississippi, whether it be COFO or 
not. eOBmittnent t o our bronces mf inte~ral port of N~CP.Structure . 
We nust consider our notional responsibilities--nnd th1s 1S the 
prob l em. Decisions, no mo tter how democratiC, if injurious to 
our net10nol interests , we ~ust have way out. 

Owenstoin: I . , b procti;e, we are bound by tho decisions as they are 
now Made . No can ' t leave lIiss, thou~h we mi ght t:1lk about the 
possibility. \ 

-, Moselle: Precisely the point , we're cau ght. 

Lowenstein: Unless we write off Niss OT enEa~e in open clash, then 
we must t ake this nction (which I rpoposed.) There are now l ots 
of people cOlllin~ out of Miss . , .. l owyers , doctors, students_ and 
others, who nre cOlIIQitted . Under these con,ider~tiona, it would be 
irresponsib l e if we were not to develop a structure. You 
can't p~t your flnr-er ia the dike. To avoid structure mee., t o 
have dactaions ~ade wbi,h are not 'YUbjdct te canersl will, 
authoritar i an decisions .ade by small gr~ups , and ~thers have n~ 
way ~ f escapiing (unless write off Miss . or open clash.) 

Tho.as: The National Council of Churches was invited t o serve as 
pt!:Tt of COPO exec f or the MSP. Does this willingness t o include 
NCe r epresentative still exist? 

S:1lJ1stein: I couldn't say speCifically, • .:. ... only chit ~eneral 
co .. ittment t ~ coope r ati on, but there would have t o be ftore 
discussi on. 

Hedeeman: Must got Bob and 6 or 7 r thers and have 
I understand feelip~ s of thosa on tho firing line. 

~ food word f or the Lawyers Guild. 

this ovor a~~in . 
1 oven have tI 

Spike: Need clarification of wh:1t COFO is. Is COFO l ocal groups plus 
local outlots of national or ganitations, or is COFO confederati on 
of nation~l oTganit(1tions? Th.s must bo clear. If made up of 
l ecol outlets , then we must also have confederati on of :1ntional 
or gon itMion (Friends of ~! i5Sissippi Freedom) . Then we will hov~ 
some basis for negotiation, for dealin~ with COFO. Need 
clarification though of what COFO 15 ; is it indip,onous? Need t o know 
exact relation of FDP t o COGO; aTe they sepnr ate' Need claribying 
of entities. Thero should be two kinds of f ollow-up : 1. in 
Miss . need dilenation nnd review of what COFO is. This has t o be done 

4 b!causeof its enOTlnOUS suceess lind 2. we continue DO a national 
level with this kind of thinp with Bob and Jial . 

Moselle : Positions t:lken which COllllllih oOlltributin~ Sf OUpS without 
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5 lIIeetin~ in NY 

Sp ike : Ther e is no need f or new or~~nization. 

Lowenstein: I ~Sreo but pr ess in? pr oblem: r esource. ~re pouriBe 
in---well over a thousand peopl e this su~er and pr obably cl ose 
t o a million do llar s. There must bo consenSU5 on how this is 

~ t o be utilited . 

Thomas: nir of unr ea lity about this a ll . 

Lowenstein: t~u st h~ve consensus on structure which we don't have . 

Cox: We hnve be!:ged and nsked fe r help for COFO as Andy explained 
enrlier . Peopl e on the ,cen make t he decisions . It so happons that 
lIIost of thll peopl e on the scen !lo r e SI!lCC people so SNCC phys major 
r ol e in decis i ons. But a t Atlantic City it was the peopl e , the 
MFDP who rejected the compr ollli so--Hrs . !lamor, Devine , and Hi l es. 
Jim nnd Bob spoko only nftor Prott , Rustin , Tho~~ $ . Kin~ . e tc . 
Democr ntic thnt we have ri~ht t o present our position . Actual decis' 
i on was nmde at clo, ed meet in? of the dele~otion . 

Pr att: I would dis 3~rce with your reoiin~ of histor y. 

Cox: It wos tho Mi ssissippi dele~ation that ~ade the decision. 

Pratt: lIo[\ina11y made by dcl ll~ation but :J;.ctu:J;. ll y r a ilroaded by SNCC . 

Lowenstein: Go back t o what Art said . Is it unr 031 t o soy we 
want t o find co~on structuEll cons ensus? 

Cox: Askeu f or help but not ~iven a s Andy i nd icnt ed . Question 
whether ?r oups pr opar ed t o como in now. 

Lowenst oin: Ther e was no COo?crc tion be f e r e because ther e 
l ocked 3 structure t o too~crntc throu~h . 

~ Thomas ; 
-" t o meot 

Unrea l as f ar ns ~Uss . is concorned f or lid hoc r r oul) 
in NY and det ennine "'hat should !!Q on . 

lerns: 
have t o 

I am not convinced by ~nything I'vo heard 
do businoes with (~cnning SNCC,. 

fr Or! those WII 

Spike : We noed t o hZlVe a hi~h l ove l meeting with Bob snd Jim 
and other key people from COFO . 

Mosel l e : There hnve boon over 1000 volunteo r s and NCC involvement 
in pr opnrlne thom . Pr obably next sum:mer nnd mor e in bet ween . 
Something needs t o be done immed i ate l y f or f uidinn nnd 
di rottin~ prospettive invaders. This i s nat ional ques tion and 
so national intorests involved. 

ThoGas : Last sUl'llller we pr oposed t o tho NAACP n cOmll!on trni ninf 
schoo l but there 101(15 no interest . 

Mose lle : Who did you t a lk t 01 

Thomns: I nlllde t he r ounds l as t Janu:1r y and there " ore no t<'lkers 
but 5NCC and core somewhat. 5NCC is not n~ive of inexperi enced 
3S 1s oft en said. 
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6 Meetn" in NY 

Kern,: We didn't know ~bout MSP ~nd Oxford tr~inin~ proor~ until 
we re~d about it in the newsp~pe r 3nd we s~w th ~t we were not 
involvod . The ftA,\CP i s 0 disciplined arllly . No deci,i on is Illude 
on l ower levels without outhoritation fro~ on t op . Henry ho, cot 
t o ~et in line . If :l decisi on is t o be m(lde , it h"s t o !,O t o 
Wilkins, Mosell e , or fty, e lf. 

Mo,e lle: In our or ~anh~tion thin"s t~ke time t o "et done. We :ire 
bur eaucr atic. ~!:lny 1II01ll0S "et t o our desks. , :md h~ve t o wait our 
decisions. 

Spike : Not just bureo.ucr<!tic delay. 
-7 ~ ruve doubts :lbout the whole thin!, . 

for us. We a r e not ~o in~ t o resolVe 
Heed t o understand them . 

1 t a lked t o Roy and he had 
This si a lea rnin~ e&pcri encc 
any doop ideol og ic a l diffe r encer 

~Youn~ : MSP involve desien t o chan~e whole po liticol picturo . 
Gradunl vot er r O!,istrction doesn't wo r k . Need more crea t ive 
approach in Niss issipp i and !l. l aba!'la . 

R:luh: fr eedon Ref Istre 1. i on 
caucus in recul ar party and 

bridce t tl r e(!ul ar party . Sasis fo r 
fi le, are us oful fo r ot "aniz ational work. 

Lowenste in: Question about decision ~akin~ . For inst ance , haw 
was it determined tha t Henry should run f or U.S. Senate? And how 
wes it decided t o subsitutue V. Gray fo r Denn J one, l a5 tsprinc? 
See~s tha t peop l e are excluded who would like t o nartake in dec ision~ 
and then they Il r e stllck ..,ith those dechions . So whoT:lakes 

...,. decisions1 

Somstein : You Shou l d be car oful t o pet correct info rmation about 
wha t is happeninn . Henry cho,en by FDP meetin~ . 

Lowenste in: But people exclude~ or no t ntlfifi cd of meotincs, like 
Rev. Smith. 

8.o.stein: Rev. Sr-li th nat 11 !'Iembe r o f cXilcutive cOl'llllittoe . Exec. 
camm . chesen by the district caucuses about a week be fore the 
s t llte convention . The so caucuse , were held in fiv o diff e r ent 
citi es . Each e l ect ed theca reo~l e t o the exec comm. Records of 
meetin,! s and name ' of exec cOm on pllper in J ackson. Evory effort 
was nede t o !'et members t o exec comm meeting 1a, t Sunday. I wa , 
in McComb when they Cal l ed ,everal tiDes fre~ J:lck,an t o make 
cert:lin t hat Weathersby f r om ,\m ite jCo . co t t o tho meneln? 

Lowenste in: 1 wa s c!lled by two Negroes in 11155 . :lnd t o l d tha t 
they couldn't underStand wha t was goin~ on . Rev . Smith considers 
hiluelf a member of the exec COIltD. Feelin" exists tha t l ocal 
peopl e a r c eXC l uded . 

Samstein: lOut you aTe sayinl' tlmounts t o tI vcr y insidious 
indictmont. It is essentb.l the t you be in Mis,. and know 
what the fac ts a r e r a ther than rna. e :lccu!aticn! without knowin~ 
what is res}ly co in!, en. 

Korns: Next lIIE1etin!! should bo t his size with Sob Ho,os and Jim 
Forman . 
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1 meetin" in NY 

Youn,,": ~!iss BOoker shoul d a150 be presl.mt . 

Lowenstein: We shoul d a l so bri~" un f~ ron, £d ~ln~ . and Rev . Smith 
50 what differ ences that exi st can he a ire~ . 

Spike: We should confine ourselves t o problems of n~tion ftl 
cooper ation , and not indi eonOUl pr oblems. 

Kerns: \'hol e pr o,!ral'l !'lust be r ev iewed. Need 
differen t ~ roups t o eva luate whole situation. 
and Evers c:m datcminc NAACP cours o. 

5umnit meetine of 
~i lkins . Kern , Henry 

Cox: Need f or l ow lvvel ~cotin~ . Get cx~re5sion f r ol'! peon Ie so 
can deve l op pr oer ams which speak t o the tr nee~s . Hanry and£evcrs 
cannot pr esent t otnlity of situation . Noxt l'Ioetin:! should he in 
Mississ i pp i with peop l e of ~tiss issipp i and bas ed on interpretations 
froJll t hern . 

Y::> un '! : SU-:!lest 5 peopl e frOIll each ~. roup workln~ in Miss . 

Sp ike: This l'Iirht nean as many as 35 peopl e . 

Tho.as: 1 di$o.l<r ce with the pr oposal. Nntional Council hlls no 
pr oblel'! in COBnunicntion. Have pr o "" r an rund open t o anynne whe 
wnnts t o add resources . 

~eTnS: The more 1 listen t o Cnx tho mor a I know we need a t~p 
--"l eve l l'leatin~ . l have been listenin" t (l c r y in .. of people fr oWl Miss . 

./ f or 11 yeaTS. I dun't wi'ln t t o listen t o St ept oe. \'Ie need hi "h -l evel 
~eetin" 50 we cnn cut nwny underbrush. 

Sn ike: Both essenti,.!. t'lo 500 hore r opresented some basic 
differencos in ide0 10~ ical outlook. We need a hi "h -level meet inc 
but nlso psylo9 ica1 iBportance of l ow levol mootin~ . 

7 Kerns: At Jackson would havo t o meet with Ton , Dick, an::!. Harry·s. 
And once we have them in, c3.n't invite thom out. tlo hnve t o 

~ decide what t o do in 1965 . Sudnet considerations. Thes o to~ l evel 
decisions , not t o be c~.de by men in tho field . 

Nose U,,, : I~e do have nntinnl budftet , constituents (lcro,s the 
country. A knewl cdne of l ocal situation nocusso.ry but not ol one 
sufficien t . C~n acquire vitol knowl ed~e without livin~ in Miss. 
Some knowledre ea ined by net beine t oo c l ose t a f orest. I .... ould 
like onother hi~h leval meetin~ with Hose5 ond Forman . 

Lowenstein: At soma po int we noad t o think of volunteers who oro 
not bein~ reprosented . 

You!l !! : Let's r.\oe t with Bob, JiI'l, Hamor, Lewis lIhon they return 
frolll Africa . 

FaTOori We con brin~ up J owett and Donnis from Mi ss . 

Mase lla: We hove experi ence t o knOll prob l ems. We don 't have t o 
caucus with Ne~roes in Miss . You want us t o li,ten t o peop l e in 
Hiss. j we don't want t o bo attacked. We don 't mind critici s~ but 

-lwa don 't like t o bo ~tt~cked. 
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8 lIeetin.. in NY 

terns: 1. l-lississ i pp i pr ojection mus t be continued in 1965 under 
a coordina ted n!:ency . 2. \'Ie must think or .. aniz nti onnlly. that is 
bud~e t considerations . These realistic pr ob l ems . Canit listen 
t o gr oss r oot!. 3. I/e cnn po a l one or be involved in bronder 
cOIImittment but we will have t o decide 3t t op l eve l meetinp . We 
must consider many f acto rs in nllocatin~ r esources . We nrc pl ann ing 
now t o move back in Al abama. It will hnve t o ~et some priori ty 
and maybe it would be mor imnortant t o work in Ala t hen pour 

~ resources down the drain in Miss . Need t op level mectinp if we are 
eo in£ t o co~it r esources. 

Spillc: I will try t o ~et in t ouch with Bob and Jim and try t o set un 
a lIeetin~ fa T as soon as they ret bnck into the count ry. 
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52 COFO Program, Winter 1964 - Spring 1965 
 

 

coro PrcgrQ (W!nter 196L - Spring 1965) 

ThD COWICil of red8"'tod OrgllnizatioM (CCFO) 
Vu:s:1pp1 SucrDer Project inb a ~ round project . 
paid :sta.fi w1ll 00 u.sod to ~lfI~nt til., progr/lllla. 
gram are planned lUI part or tn8 project , 

iii ntend1ng 11.11 
Bot.h voltUltaen and 
The 1'oUQrlng pro-

1. 
t.o t.he 

will bo 
to fora t hll 

t.he The 
to. 

freadOD School= wlll be cQllUnood in &11 
,!~~,~ will bo so....,.t,at liait.ed 411 t.1'I'I 

:school 1'.ul tiM. FreadOll Bchool8 
>lVllnlng cour::o!!e. Colltflnt lI'111 be 

modern lan£'Ullge,,_ll no1. avaU.ble 
I'9r:111d1al _til and l'9adlng and wHing. 
881'V8 t8 intend!y regular studl"s . 

ray ""rva irl place ot regular schaola in 
I'9gular Sl:bool sy"toll. 

plan, an! undanr&y for pre-school day 0&"' 
tllt ,tau . ThiB program '11111 att8qH to pr~ 

1'1.00 nursery 3<:hgol "U'1c~nt progra=1I to ootter prepare <:hlldren for 
school. Ths P""Vll,lllwW provide 1I'Ork1:1G 1II0lhlrs with a pla<:11 to :Wave 
their ohlldren wxler lIup11l'v1810n dur1:ig too d-:y . 

The projo<:t. will attoCJIt. to imple_nt vario\l.:l 
a' .... Uable far t.he rus~1ppi rural poor. 

tor tan.ers , <:ooperetives_ lIoth 
progr8JII.II, and ilt!pllmllntlng tlul 

6. tm :nlllDOr e<llllClWlity <:enter pro"" ... " 
bapn La.ck ot buildings and trained oWf 
do1a~""d a po1n1l1lllont pr<>grlll:l . Dur1rq; thl!o year tile 
National. or Ctwrc:OOIl 111111 taku 0:\ 1nc1'H8ed l'9opon=lbility for 
s_ or too <:olZUl\ity contors. Elophallois in progru. "Ul be on day <:Are. 
<:tt1zen!Jhlp, library, l1toraoy, hNlth progr&l!l, and L'PI!cWhod pl'OgtlmII 
ari81z1g out of 'kills of a particular applicant . 

7. L1ta1'llU~;a ... TM state- wide l1ter3<:Y pro&r4A will be continued. 
S(l'VUra!CfIfr"",n"t s~"'" (I\&r.b. " .... _t"..,.11 NlP , <:l ... ""a, ."U-hlllp, atc . ) 
.", boo tnr u.aed . 

-
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8. 

''''' with, 
oJ! t.ho programs 

C~ttee 011 HUlDIll. I!1gh.t.:I , a coopera-
wUl partly <;:olVlllctod 

m1zlimml ®e1red pr ogru. 
tir9t. aid, »l'O- lllltAl caro, 
and 'local aid . 

lie tu&l content. 
penonnel , bv.t the 

dietary guidance. 
federal , lltate , 

LIls1ll uohtanee ~r tJ'D Lawyer'. ConstltutJ.ol'II.l 
the Lavyor" O\Lil.d will be coJTtinood. Lawyer!! 'Ifill 

be po:!l"I!>IInantl,. rlationed in the st:..te and will 1fOTk with vl!!1iUng lawyer~ 
hero en '" short terlll bash. 

Food II1ld clothing is being distribu_ 
;.~~" 1'01' IIICOUal"" activities Or .. ho 

81'13 ooat.ltute tar <>"tm r reasons . Th/:I toed arrl clothing ia 
c<'>ll&ctod in parte ot t;~ country &ld sen.t here . This dllltribut.1on 
18 dono in cooperat1Dn with other tnterestl!ld agenctes. 

". center 
to houlI/I a 
llbraries 
placed on 

-

llllrarie. 1fUl be a p&l't ot a COIIDUZllty 
tMroIi (,lIlY be blUldingl!l only luge onough 

p'lnc~a oobllB librar!e .. IM.y be u:oad. The 
aN only sketchUy caWogued. Eqlh&:I18 i 8 
p::ople t o nm the libraries . 
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53 Morey, R. Hunter: Cross Roads in COFO, December 3, 1964 

CROSS ROArs III COFO R. Hunter MorGY ) DEC 64 

;;0 aro fncod Iodth both tho gl'ootost dtlngor and tho gZ'OoIItcSt opport.un1t1 08" of 
our short lUo. Attor:t1nt1lly IItIld.ng I-l1sll1n1p]l1 II pl'on1ng l'IIIt.:1onal 1U1Ul , COFO 1 , 
torn with intcrno.l disorgt.ni14t.:1on (,f nl.llOst. fatal pl'oport.:1onll 11' not. q1l1c~ rGZ:Kldiod. 

'UppOrt t or 
suppli"s , 

phoro of 
comunity 

tho 

dofoot 

bG.so of 
, moncr.r , 

sumcor wo W poopl o worldni togothor in e.n A~_ 

has ..,.do .. slO~v.nt1"l contributi on to 
tlnd OOIlCf\UOn gonorolly. 

Tho FBI stop-lOp roproso~tod tho 

:':~'~i~:::i~~,,:;! i't.5 1I:..,s that wo hnvo y<lt loon. noTal" lloon sw>h v-igorou.s attAcks au our 
w bit Yo .. tartod.. 

B11I' SOME OF OOR Melsr I:il.oomous CON1l!1"IONS IJI.:E : 

stR'O'CTtIRE AND mx::ISION YJ.n),':}1 Absolutoly no wrk\.ns stnto--w1do st ruoturo 
t or doc1sion =k\.ng o:d.sta. com ha.s no ol<octod ~'1I1n1str"t.:1on , nor for tho 1IIl~ 
part not evon an:t soU_apt>01ntod Ad:ttln1s1.rAt.1on. Tho atato hoodqUArtors in Jackson 
11 al.llOst colI:plotoly disfU.nQUonal,y. Thoro :h no vork\.1li Dlroctor , Elc:oout.:1vo Co=:dtoo , 
PorsOJUloll Colrw!.ttoo, F1.Mnc111l Soc:rotary, Cor.ll:lWliCAUona Dlrootor , etc . 

MCIm, VIOr.n;C::, STEAUOO, HOODLllMIs}!, AND IRRBSPO!'SIBIu'I'!l St&tt 
nnd voluntoor diac1pl1no has b;r-okOll d....n so tar t.Mt tho stllto hoOOquartors hIlS had 
acworal r llco riots, 1Oh1to vorkors 11.:"0 often lIubjoot to savoro racial oboo.ae and WOo"! 

violonco from Nogro wrkors , sWt and TOluntoors ha.vo aS5lllUtod t olJ.o;r workers, oash 
chocks , clotho", And 6I.lppll08 MVO boon stolon tot:l.lline; sovorlll thousan<b ot dollars. 
Noero IIOrkors Ilr\l !'r"'luontly pl.8yod_up-to and lookod-down_on by Wito 'IIO:"kers, Jllvinilo 
delinquency sol:lllt.1J:;os r.pponrs to Mve ta.lc0ll ovar cal""ta1n oiticos, Bob Mesos hils ret.an
ad tho position oi Projoot Dlrootor lotdlo u.k\.ng no piU!t in kay dill' to dill' doc:is1ona 
in alV/lS sw:h II" porsOJUlol , distribution or ::"0""=-=08, ota , lind tho .tatt has IlUowod. 
IIll ot th.1" to dO'lolop, oont.r1buUng to froo j>l"Oblall by t.'lo rolot.:1voly high 1ltIJI:h0l' ot 
drunks lind gooll_o1't. tll.l qlGr th" stato. Fo:" oxu.plo , IllII1lY IIOrkors d:-1vo oars u 
t"st III thoy OOIl, t1gur1.ng thntCOFO ..-ill P"l' tho::l.r t1noa /lnd got thOll: a lawyn:- no 
I!\!Ittor -..hat thay do. Fo= SNCC IItIItt go1ne; ta Tougaloo st.0II1 and Act :t"OWd;y ~ tho 
J llckson ottico , otc . 

And I IIOUld IIdd SOCIAL WORlC inatoad of MIU"i'ANI' CIVIL RIG!!TS WOR! or 
ml'"FtlSIO); INS1'FJ.D OF rEVELOPMEm'. alro 0008 not ax:I.st to dupli=ta vol.faro vor k O'IU" 
govOl"TllllC8lta ruoo rC8pons1blo r,,:". no r to bo S do_goodors club to Borton the blows 

~
o1' WI foudd &o<:1oty _ but r'llthar to ag1tato, st4nllato and 1nchlco "ba.s1c lociAl 
ahII.ngo to 1l1m1nnto tho OI\.u8<)S trOlil Wicil tho pl'o.ant abbusos ..,nna:. Soc:o~, OW" 
pul"pOso 11 not to bu1.ld up tho largClt. list ot OOuntiOI 110 aro "worlc:1ngD but. :"athor to 

t.L...."'lil. tho_ tC1lJ plJ:icOI VII havo Z'<ISOIl:"COB to:" . 
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• To dOll.llodth 80M at thoso problo:ns I mlbd.t tho tollawing auuosti.ons and out-
11ne 01' a COFO s~o. 

s.'Iould drop tho Idoa (1.Ih1oh ws novOl' r lltH'lod or II.groad. 
~"~:;,~~a stnf't cOllllsol lind go bIIck to 1I l.o@:tIl.Coordil\lltor.mo 

OOiIE sttlf1' pooplo. 1't.:1a 1s nooosSlU'Y t1rst bocauso \10 
",,::, ~:-~: not aftol'd supportina (I sopOl'ato 108d omeo 14liOO 

_;.,,,, ... ,;;;.,._. 1:l'4n throo "",nth. oporD-t1on. liMl. Honry Al'Onson 1s 
oo OIlZ 108111 a:!'!oir~ . 

I~o nood sOM group to regularly r<lVi ..... O\ll' auto 

oporn"tion. ::,~~~~;~~~~ O' . S . voUr.g suit doo1s:1on, polullltion figuros. ate. to pl.r!n our Sto.tt 1Ihtl't •• progrM lind r osourQl omphaia moul.d 
be plmmod .". it 1 £ now. I wggcst t.'l.at within tho broad 
outllho sot 1IOOt.in!l5, tilat thoro bo U! Exocutivo Comc1ttoo to 
porto"" this 

Tho sUlto CORE IU!d SNCC stn.u am thOIlD this staff' 1nv1tos, 
IItIlto up body or oom. Tho et.llto rtl1!! lIICots throo or tOll>' 

~ 1\)'OlU' , tho a:roall and policioll , olocts tho PrQsldont, S::ro(!\~t1vo 
Co!ll!ld.ttoo, ProgrtJI ~OC1ltJ.VO Dl.roctor. Tho El;QcuUvo 
Coomdttoo govorns COFO botvoon suto IIIOOUngS. Tho El<DCUtivO Con;t.too 
appcx1nta tho tollmtins ct..ru.51ng eomz.1ttoo81 

to l'.1ro and firo vith1n tho stnto, 8S sign and luIndlo problom . 
to hr.ndl.o obttl1n1116 and disbursing mDno,., handlo prioritios, ete. 

tho oxirl1ng core Logal Adn'o~' Comc:l.ttoo 1i<>uJ,d cont:1.l'lUO .... naw but 
would eomtdttoo of' tJ>a COFO Eli:ocutivo Co=1ttoo Md its pro.Ol1t 
lIIOIIIbozo&hl.p 1i<>uld rcv1wod al'd possibJ,y chMgod. 

Tho personnel n..'ld t1nnnco c0m:4.ttoos 1i<>uld. hAvo to be co::lp08od of pooplo 
..bo 1IOIlld wrk in Jllokscm so tluit thoy will bo Av41l.:>.blo f'or doc1a:1on l'l811::1n6 And 
.Ol"rlng tho proJoct s. 

Tho COFO Prosidollt 1oI1ll be tho cldot' oxoout.1vo of'!'1cor And n,\tional ISpokos::wm 
f'or OOFO. 

The OOFO Pro~ !l1.roctor will ""or6oo tho t'1old opol'aUcms of' OOFO, Ilolping 
iJoIplDmClnt tho lII8jor progr= of MY parUC1Ilar U-. 

The OOFO Ex<>C\ltivo Diroctor will adr:!I.nistNLto tho J ... ckson ofnao. Ho is 
r oaponsiblo for cr.1nu.1ning tho w..TS linD, lllllking suro that thoro is stofi to rW1 
supplies, ate. , nncI. 41<il1 tho 1i<>rkina of' tho var1eus progr<l:il coordinators end 
1. r osponaiblo for havina roports for tho IlIOnthlJ J;Xocutivo Ccar::l!.t too rloot.1~s. 

Cool"dinll:tors. Thos" aro to bo oloctod by tho suto stai"t And 8.1"0 to """k 
out of tho JackSOll o11'1co to bo aVIlil&b1o to handlo projoct qunst10na and. prabl""', 
throush tho WATS 11ne. ThOll" 1nelud" Frood'''il Schools, Cocrunicc.t1ona, Lopl, 
Cc:Io.=:dty Cantor., Supp11os, ote: . 

A. colllplotol,y personal 8Ug(I;0st:1cms, I nozr:dnato Bob M:oSOlI for COFO 
Proa:1dcnt, Jono films f'or ProgrIlJll D1roctor. 
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54 The Mississippi Summer Project 

 

 

Tho l'ltsal"l >,ot Su_:o 11'0 '\oJC" 111 0 """ 1e ted. Brldgeheada 

wure e.tQblt8~d 1n t~ "clon d 9~lotY· or N1sel.s1ppl. 

and tbie tall thoy will lI~t bo ~.,~ctllltllcl 113 .''''ICl trlond. 

roarod nnd O"jl~IW!!t3 h.)pod; tMY ..,al b(l bdd :lIld oll;t<:>Mod . 

"Tho lkoltl'()Os Jt: that IIt'l.to eN 1l<:>"bl" n<taln .a:~lr.r t:. bel 

nb'lnd;lfl{,d," J)Lr. L_!G. Ch'l1rl\:U1 :If S~CC. "'J'~t.o In" lottor 

to "'l>e.!,J~nt J"l".r'lllOT'l~ (Tnu Pl'oj.oct was Nn t>y COPO, tho 

C:;lI,Incll r:>! F"dorat,," Cr~a.l!.~ I_n'l', >l':lch 13 t.,r an prnotlenl 

pul'po801 S!'!C, th S ':ll-l",t !b~ul ,lont C:.o1"d1n~.t!PlI' COllllllttoo. 

al~ .. l:'I b1 COl~). 

i'ho Su~r ""~j~c'. V" r.;~t n··"»!;!,.." fJ'1I~"1l0 but lnoqull11t1 , 
a~ l".~IIt1¢Oj :'IY'ny of its J'''lt"tl(~i?c ... tll bet'"o c~ntQd ~Il 

tbe ftI'J?<l f>f 1" 1$ PC"""'"<It: tll'lP 1 t.. lot thol t~. ')t IIlU"raro 

aN n('lt \lojtlllUrtod. 1'b.o C"Im~lt1 U.t "'Jt tbtll -:rroJeot • 

• hoo-oft! tr.J ~t:l.l~ ~f t"hMo IItnfr v,»,brs .n' :tf t1'lO lIiu1aatttp1aoa 

COlJ.U<HI ,,0;1 .. u., <t; !OInr.y Io'JOUlt'la-d: Cit lClCllt tWilnty cmu'ch"t3 

bUrnod t'J tho rJ':'OIlI:J ""d c::rr.!;ldG~b1o oth~r ')roOlo)'';y 

dlU'I\CI8ti; \ho 1011105 1t.:ltIl1"111_ bl local I!U,,?~J't"l'lI flNd tto,1'II 

thetr Jobl OJ' othervl." d1\n.J d; "'n t.1.:. ... .lllt SlI;:II1 or 

l'1ln8:' pontI! t'l tho 10011.1 lI.uth? ttl " (t·t-..... 7 c8U$d 1t Aba.l1·). 

The th.~sand V,1\!~tnQr5 __ Iltudo"t;II. 1I1n!1Itc-1'a, d:ICtora. 

10"101'8 _ wh:) C'l.'"1I<l t::r w:)1'1( with. ttl$ .1"Jjeot at.tf ba". 
sbown c:mBp!01.1OU& b1'Avo"rJ' In tbEI raM ot Uta eno..,-. a:i!lplr 

b1 8tlcklnp it O'lt on II. j,,, lItILb "tal't4d tn.lun uor:lor a 

cl!lUd :>( .,\01eneo po1':>ct"''l~ad by ita o:."oM"". I n a 

populo.r .0'111'1 or 1I~'18 yellra flJ:I;'l. ·Bac! tlll7 o.t Black Rock,· 

Sponcor 'l'racy IIb'lved 0."1111","10 C">U1'IlH .. n tha seMon '" 

sta)"l~ l1l"ouncl In o"l1ttla t.,.,.., attar ..... 10081 obRl'8.otel'll 

hid bld hla. -,at :JUt br lunset 01' _'11 trill :rata. II 

!boI5I5 .... wrd. VON apoken b:r real-l1t'o Yllla1na to 

jpllto 8 auabel" ot )"0\1111 .. n and "OII8n tZ'Hbl7 &1"1"1 ... 4 

tr:. ahoOMl'04 ... "" • III 1". 81 Oal1.t"oPn1a, aDd .. , 

to"!<Ii"'_ -.boa. ... ",1' of • LaH1.1ogo 
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of 1101dlnp' and lyllU! l~. wont out t,;, Cllnvllll f:Jr voter 

1", .. 1111>r4b:l. ,II, _ro hnT:-~~.s~J. ':>o ... b"", I:l·.: ... .' out or j.:.b:o 

and "<oIl:;.o1,,, nml w,nt brlrk t, ,.grlll S ~1',1~ ~:>IO~ 

'm;; wc:;-s ~~ 'nenln~ 11;1 R ,,;t:.t._ tl11'~:!(! "1.111 in Tl:::>W~!' h~,l 

optll"eto(l uoder th<'l bon:lor 'It "(;,;-.rer," ..... ':-6 .s-1v.,ral and 

0,111:) otu<lunts fToot'l 5 to 82, W"PO a fil'!lt ntt,lck lin thQ otllto 

of DCT1li-ll1~t;,.!'~.c.? 11'1 ;rhlch. the "Sopi)r~to bllt "'Iu.1l" '"11th 

of publ:'c ;;ducatl~:l hnd l·~ft th~ ?1"rl':J YOl.lt'1 of ,1!.ss1.!;,11'lpi. 

Th"r" wura eJ.l!.s~"!l in 1X~inf4 n::d wrltln;-, ty ln~~ arcs 

and cr!l.fts, s~"'.i~~. l'·~trtt!..:>n, ;;I!,~(lc:-'.' elt:,z6rlsJ.::.!.;>. 11lld 

h.tDtory~ SI;..'\!'tinp: .,1: tho ll(,'t:-' .. ~~~_; 1;,:: ~'-" ';" 'Y'. \.:h3j~ Dre 

populr.:r-lty proved ho'. ,"~r<l-'.y (;h~J h"d ba:n nor.dud. "l"1l 

thoy dU! ,,"or':> t::~n tct.r,~ IIlt.Us: cO::- th~ first ttms , 

n,r!1.~t,:,T'"'~O '"t<>10 of {''''''l''1ann anr1 worid history, t!) t"ll 

tn';", whnt "rell1i7 lmqler:cw" durin'" tho !;lvll WaX' and thD 

fio(:::1:1(1t!'uctlon ~,Ol't..,';), "'bUe ",ch'lols in thB 1"''''0"» ~au~'l 

on;;Tno"er Il pro",or "h_rH:~'Jr r;!'neJ.o"""Hl~ of S'-,!'o .. h ~7'-." 

who ere offioielly tnl.Of:-tt ~; t ~!: ... '':1': ~ " ",fe th3 v~,rror r/a~e; 

tho P::-aed;;:'i1l Scbool!l bo.~ar'l J!lvin' too I\~.l' ,bte. Thay c :;mt:1rr..l<ld 

nll thr;;:.ur.h tha IIUlIImClr, nnd llre now ~rol't I':colp-. .. Hlh OV;)111ng 

nnd woekond ol3MuHI, 

The ..2'Jll!Nr:tJ..\L.~.I:l..tln·A provldad 11001.:11 1I0:r'Vices nnd 

racrenti:m for ndul':o ;.lu~t'Ocs .,h'l<lo lI-ooin1 nOoJdll- until now 

day 0':1'0 . health aM elt1zen6b.1p 11')\11'606 , tlrta, musio, 

pi"F- pl)n~ , dan~B6 , and wh~tovor o1s~ W~Q needed an~ e,uld 

be provldlHl r,r . Mora 1111~::.rt.!tnt Uta 'Iny ::.t' thllsa- Qe?~.rnto 

netiv1 t108 , thll eent..!rs e::.uld 1)ej:lln to ,.1 -e 0. sonee ,r 
, , 
co~nlty. of co~~on fata snd e~~'I'n ,~wer. t? seatt~red 

1nd1viduale . Pro~ th~ beflnnl~ . the centerl ware ~ant as 

pol'llllln<Jnt 1nstitutl1M. but In tho8e fll'lt htlQt.1e 'tI:mtba • 

tale)' b .e boaen hous"d in church bll&e"lOllta . ol d school hotl •• , 

In' at tilll6lJ evec 1n a b:1clr r;l.>lll in tho CaPO ottice ; QIIW tmd 

at~otlye bu11dlqpa are ~lo.nnod t r .ovorDl ot the_. 
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!M d. 0' ,,. ..... $lid IIOh Ia 1:1 not to ... the 

"poea or lI1aal. l..,pt .0" ."«op He to vt\l ... ICe ,111". 
Dot to bol a 1our,: mD WO 15 1\.u6,.tM PN.Mh az-' wuol,. 

an 1", LeIllN aut'; lI'Clt O!'1'Vl 0 at t" • "'l'C~tod Gountol" 

or a ~nd_lO; \:1101 VItIlt t~ 1UlI'IIt t.be 100.\1 ieP:1'OCII In 

tbEI I'Or~ or locht,. aa a wh .... ':,o .. T!:.e7 Had ,!lroctl,. am 

unavoldo.bl,. to p"l1 tl elll Ill" ttv! ty. 

Tbe po'lt.lc-ll1 tlc-ttcn of tho S. ~:-' t':)joct W"' .. t"orold l 

Yotor rorht:"lltlon. and retll'll'1tl"l!lt\oD r,r ttw Hh:Jtl.'alppl 

FrChj<!;)~ Do"l')coratl., I"orty . V~. '" vowr Nlgllt.1"BtLon 'IIns 

co.llad. 10 Q lont' RM u,mJ.ll Gtl"~o).lo. A r."Oftf")' att r t..b.o 

"'nclpl~on ~roclQ.I!I'l.· ;;>:1. lO~6 ,,'tnn '?~ of thfl (!.Ih'lt Dop;roos 

or 1!.1&Ii!ll'llp,,11U"O N-I!lt<l!' .. J "~'-~T,l,!\; ..::,t 1II0ro tl!1l1< 6~ 

or tho ""itol . In .... ~ C"',l.~t.1'lU "J:.b tl nl:tJcrrlty ot t il. 

po~ul.t.lon Eop:r'J, thoZ"& 18 n:>tr :HlD rOll'lIItoNd non-lihiM 

"o~o!'. ~ o'>Urt'\ou!lO rJp:latral" Ins an uncbocked veto O'MI" 

ICY J'Cj,I!1I~r"Qt!.OD att.:l~pt and bu 1I.~ 'mil GOUllloD';!lr to 

kolo., ="; tty, "err? , no _tt.,,!" h:) .... wetl odu ... nto". CO?O 

vcr\col"l h,n.",,, I •• ~: : OOIl! R"'M'J'OlII ltud, tbo ,.."lltl'll.tlon 

teltl. bo,.e CU't"Il:ljled f'roo6001 011,1. to OM'IIU'Il"e ro,:-1" ~I'"fll;l !I'n. 

an6 ha.,.. IUIO::.pAQle6 .,1"011 O<::t11'C "ot<-rl to tho o"JUrth~lIhJ.J 

10eal uthozo!t1n hI." utll6 "!7 t!)N or "1 lenee anll 

IntleUaUon to kuap tlw. ava,.. '!'boN h VII !)II lJ a~lta 

UDd ... r- tho 111 .. I .. t ,?rew,,\1 Ill" vl"bout.1Q' pretu,tI. tillne. 

am auoLa1.1~~..I~ allP1OJo_ b.,.e toleS 1011"0 eaplo,.ool, 

-It rou. l'O,:;I.tel', 10\1'1"0 tirod.· tbul openlJ brealdnc IIbe 

PedeJ'l.l Lav. .Sl'oel lIbo daNe!: ra~lI H I' bIYe bad tholl' 

b CN .. I b:MbecS Ind nNd lllto .. 10 spite of . U tbl.., COtJO 

htll tcuM A OOfttimll'lB 11:1'0" ot "1'1 and VOIIIMl "11 """1' 
wll1111R to eUeb t~e OOUl'thou" atop' &lIeS 1'1111: btl' 

11,..l1boodl aad OYeD b ll' l1vOl •• 1'I1e ,,0l'Il: bu bOt pl'actuoa' 

• p .... , IX!1t mDiber ot Ie,",o " ote" _ tIo, It !Iu produced • 

aol1d hllt of affl'a"" ttl Il,.cs lt7 lMOI)\. d • .,.. ftd of 

Ud.. bAl110 dn"IC ... tta . ... ~ltu ... ooal I'l .... "" n.e 

........ , a lIIbol. Al'II 8111 ot trNn.-.oIIIJ Ill .. fthIa liM 

JiI •• Dapu .... fit .u. ... .u ... .. ~HII 
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(aDd .... D fIbo8. rt .. aM "lUI •• U,. bu'1"ed hoD. tbO 

pIi._1"10.). tM ~:t"'Uill ~~gxr.,:,. 3i:.i1. va 
t'ouncSod . 'l'b pO;r":)' 1. 01' 1': t':) aU oH •• n/li, til clc an" vb1te • 

• bd Ito hoI pl."Jt"" itsolt to to I) plaht"rm or tho 'aUonal 

Do.ool'lltote ;>arq _ u~tk'" th~ Ml"l'lItp 1 De'l!l.:ICratlc larto7 

tIhlob vent 1 U gWft W'l)' r.. D(l1'1), (II 1946, 1I1l" 1Jh1cb 11 not 

., .. mleh I!. po11Uca1 <'o.rt)' anT'l)l"O •• fl pOWDr lIIooh1no to 

tUl oertaln o~rlcos rith " rtdn DOo-,ll. Ualw NF1,atratt:,a 

tozona bra d ,n (I Ilortharll ~0601 . the ~ll.l.tlp?l F#~., . 

b)' mld-A\J;1Ust tbeo C(';7') h"'1 ornet:l In .Jocaoa hIld c':IUnt.d 

SE..~OO F.ll .... N latol"I" V)t 1'5 , POclnr.t. ClUnt,.. and S\AU 

C:>nvlntoionl hnvu baon hold. a .. tI 0'" ')t th brt,ht .. .,......nt. 

t~ P.O •• • "~lo~Rtl':)n nt tho De cor tic C,)nY n~l')a In 

Atlantic City. ttw rlltr<HIt. or tholl d"lo,:e.tn or thD 

Kl!lslnl,·1 D.:"ocr'ltt~ ~.rt1 . an" the dotlo1te c7IWIIltlaOnt 

to tru~ zoe NI.o:t!NIt1.,.e del.tlltt ~ rwo 1968. 

There WJa maru. COPO br~ht tol k .1~or • • mu.lclana, 

lind tho PN8 SouthQ:"fl 1'hoat'l' t· t")Qr the nll'o.1 '!roea' of 

Jfl.elOllppl where f v PO'}"l~ h .. '" oval' I"on 11'10 ont.orb'IJ.naoont. 

coro "lltrlbUtod food ancl Ci.t.t.h!'f¥ll t;, t~ ur.e.p1010" • • oCI 

took. apoola1 zoeapoMlt)lllt, tor a" thOle Who hood l:)lt 

thoil' jobl OS" thell' lend becauae ')r t.bolf' Itam tOI' 01,.11 

My-lIt.l. COCO !!lade the n-tl;,n re~."1' flbt Fo~'t"'D 'I&n ot 

Mt.'l .. l~ I. Su....,lrtg uP. COPO ac.rtod 211 c.-nit, oelltorl . 

founde" at. lonat )0 Proed • Sc.h 1. Vith".11 ,"01' thr'ea 

tb.cuae.nd PQ?UI. \lid O)nduc~ T~c.r ~It"tl:m ca~lSIU1 

ia tor t,. tcnl'n8 ond 'VIU agol I n tobe .t.a ... Am tbll bI.lgo Job 

_a done . II 0. ,.loltlnaz; _1D.1aWI' rr,. tbe latlonal CO\lftCl1 

ot CbuI'ObDI vro~ b ... . '.". :r0UllB _a 'UId WOIIID In bot a'" 

ol'_.d .t.orel .prJ bo.e' tumad Cllnl riFht. efrt". , u:ms 
the " Dpa"" aDd batto ... " I'oad. ot "lItl'O 1iI11.1181ppl ••• ..sa, 
• IU __ of a"mal 1""~17.· 

,""11118 t.broutdl *be .ute . b~ aor&b \0. .. .... 

f'rM' .,' .... . Boll,' .,.. 111 * ft.,...... ...... 
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... t .... .,001 t. :so..l' jet. ,.,_H at .... ,.. 

or ~bII IftaaUalppl .DUIl*, a ntt, aD'! b owaa ..... .. 

be ... a. l.~!'tanl to coro VOI'\;ore .. tl'ODUII" t, tbI 

.,.. AD O~ rSJ':JUDd In '''rld _.1' 11). 

Claradalo, .. h1ch el.;).l .j It. t:v) .V1~nc ,0011 rlsh' 

at t bagInnlnt ~t t3.J au_r ratMJ" thaD ob07 ttw 1 .... , 

put IUatf :>n tbo eMO -;t thl"ouch It. IIIha1"1tt Bon Co111011, 

.. 1'0";..'111" ,1etuNlllquo t!puJ'8 .... ~ lUiod t::) .;tr.". ch1t J"lrtt,t. 

V:)l"pr. V1t.l:1 a rO!)lll 't'a~OPlr.ar" r'lOrtdll'1P' Ib~t 'bo" Oc.IUna 

In tho fluld ..".2"t •• on tlnds:m selt tblnJdlV" a' rU'stl, 

-Bol. not .uch a bnd ~y. hd hns ft .8~B ot hu~or.· bUt a 

n.ore tbot''JUl!'h atru,dy or th lIIB".etl"l ''':;JW'. h:Iv da.dl, IIr'ntC 

lucb an l .. ?ro •• )n 1f('Iul" be. Tbere 1.1 n~tbl" 111.1.11 r:"U. olnu' 

tlho In'lm1dnn~na. tho tlr1M. t~ ,eba. tba beatlDlt ot 

prl.e.» .... Bon C,ll.t:u 18 GD the Ncel'd "1a lUITtl:1g .aU. 

-W'MD thole CWO bOJI o.re EODII, I'll ld.11 all aiM8l'. 

~H vb .. ,rbd with tbt •• - ilcwenr. tho coro be,. 11111 

l1et po.. (l~ 1a 0. rt",111 t.hIIt. ti.o t.hJ'"ct ~n lNl'doNd IMIIU' 

1h11~a14rbl .. at ~ Itrlrt et t~ ..... 1' _N _I'll'" 'lib SblU-

0. .... lD tba IIOIt Nal IOQli J 1;b8 Dat100al MactieD ~ llbeu 

dl"p"U'~ a .ad tbI 11", of -.or :It thllr .011 ....... ). 

P1-nd", Sehl)oh plua II, tUth 0lIl' 111 1MIarbJ' ~I b .~D1. 

cGnt41l' lrQ.lII .at.Abll1be~ In vtvlt _. d •• el'1bed ..... "olea_ 

liP t~ .. ru 17 I.,~.;)n reltauraDt.· COPO in eta bu'.1e 1:IH 

.... c"'Pl.~11 daN hou ... lilt"' .. the el tJ arHrtne ... lJUUtfdi 

tM l1$1:bt. _lie .. oull ot tboo _11; c\1J".,rlIll1rv-17, tht. un 

II. lpeaJ'Gd ODe dfl7 .t the oDd "or tbIII a . ...., .. to tre11 u.. 
't'olUQMeN tbn. t he 1"811, IlJ l1bd ~ "I'J' 1IUOh. C!.1l1'."o.la 

.1ao hal the dubi .... hoDo .. ot bout1nG a cburola ... Pt.N' 

CbrJ,aUAO Cburah or 111. Diaolple. ,;,t Cbrla' ..... " • blldM) 

Dor1Itwl'Q ldDi.aHI' or tbat ... denOJd. ... Moa ......... ~ 

bel ..... 1aa ... OODdlot!ed _nil fib. 0i'f'U ~ p.r .. . 
.,. ... u_ *' CIIrie,'. 4t.a~ ~ ..... 
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Dl-. iaJ':JD & •• DI'7, a "teND etyll 1"lIdlte _D .EMf now 

obau-n t:4 tb:I PNedXII Do ... xorat1c inti. ?aD:lla C~lIt7 

wall "pocillllJ' 11llpOf'taat beeauso • f edoral 1cjuooUQI1 bad 

ebat"pll CUl't.o.1led tho yot:;! p~rll 3t tho ciZ'c'Jit clerk thero, 

and oy~1'1 <l1l.1 tw4ot1 t o thirty INn nnd W3lllGD w"re t;;!Und at 

tho 03\1rllh"""lIo waltlrr to rogUt r; tIN count)' '-ritt 

dOlllo:l8trat<u,i local l'OlIpt>ct r~r tM I n ... ~,. cclhonlrll; tho 

pr3coedlll£' flth tb~ proscoco -:It hU :lllice d 3r, rlcht 10 

thO cO'Uf'tn-.ulo_ 

G,lnl!' "~wnatro" .. 111lrl/': tho )flI1S11181:'nl 1n t~ Delt!l; 

ths Mat centors ot 01Yl1 rlrhtl W"l"k W')N 5u.nn.;y.,or and 

B"JUVlIl' C UIlU I, Vith t~ t~$I Chvol,ond, DNW. Ruleville, 

Irtllar.bla, 3ttn", 'cd M"J'lnrl B.,,,,". SNCC w3::"k-Jra ca .. o t3 1\\10"111. 

In 1962 a~ Inlplrod th tc~atl on ot the ~lovl1l. Cl~t sBnah1p 

Club. 6,.ouod vbleb "ote,. ror"lat,.°t11a hr.s ceatoroed ne,. 81noo. 

I'annl0 t."" Ea_r b a been the !"reat lelldol" beN. (Atter the 

tlrat ntt<>1I!ptll ot rerist-flU:m, th.:. Itolr.l'')Qa allllost wlth:IUt 

exeo»t11n l oat the11' Joba. 0 .... 103'-" W:JI*,ID _1'0 taugbt 

qullttng t> rala~ .:lIDO 11':)1101. tho aCl'llpa t .. Z' their wJrt 

C:ltil¥l' tb .. nuh"Ulo Ki<nufnctu rlnr. DlIIIy!lny ... ftcr " ",hl.l0 ll 

tho Ct)!lpaD1 _ 1ofh1<:1l hna II. h~nd :.>tt1<:. n, "Naldont. 1:1 

Rew York __ .od~ 1t 1to p;11<:1 t~ ~rn all ~l:.>th acrGp.). 

fl:Il .... IU. nee baa Ita Pr-o,d~ S.:.h:.>ol, COl'II"oUQit1 cantor. 

and Vreed'~ r~rlotratl~n dri .. o ~llD~ !he ~ed3m Soh101 

wa. partlcu.lnrly i!llp:>l"tnnt. t:lll" bDro ••• In "" .. :-.1 otbol' 

o"JUntloa. lle,.r? children 11'1 public aCMola o:;!DStantly .. !a.ed 

olaaaoa bocaua.:. tboy '1"1"0 aeot QUO to d, tltu.nd·rotatDR· top 

the aoh,oh. PM", tM ...... or air-ht :>n, ohtldJ'OD Ita.- to pa' 
1n O~ or .ore day. ot oott~n 1'1ck11WT, vUb DO __ lmoiIIlrw 

wt.1"O tbe •• no,. flo J. tho oott3n F',)OII ~_ pCI.1nag. 101964 "ri._. 
1Ildwa1 thJo3Ull'h tboo .u_r. the .bonN ot SU;Dn ..... COlUll7 

' old ttle yOlWl.taoN t1w. t fro. tbeD OD All bIIU, GO _,,,p 
1IImt .. obAI'ga, wCAlld be "SOO PoP peNon 01" It»e - aaat.b1DS 

JaW 10 AMrlOCUl 16p1 blato..,. C1Vll :r1ab_ ........ , $l'P1Y1as 

vUb "1'M1D 111\\810_. Il'1ed II btl tIalJII. 1ifJtk tbe ..,ON 

of Idn1l1 .., ..... till" '-' N~ ... 1\jIl'b uo. 
'I .... P'ID' 
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, l'Ua"~. 
ftlld. alOllF u.o SlQbllo b1 h • BoN 1. tbO 'OD :Jt ...... 

• hh_a' 10 t» G1"a.avo~ tl1 J a , o~ n " cauao It 18 

p.riiCQlnlJ d .... \l.c but 1'atM1' ".08U •• t 1'- n-oJ'Jda, ...... 

it .:J111~ ban bIoPPODOd aaywMl'O tbl •• u...,1' la "Ilul •• !ppIJ 

"011 M,. ~, 1961t at ahout 11130 ['If I vu 
ctrhlar d'JWD "'oLaurlu Btl' t la 01' om"~, ...... 1 •• 1~p1 acoo.pan1~ bJ 8 ____________ • Wo wore 

drlYIDC' PI 10 b:.o tzo,.tbo ..... "Mottar whioh 
bald bo u held tbalt oYOaiCP'. 

'Jbo pall ~o ell bad ~D toll ')Vin U8 .inca 
IfCI 1 n tho was ,"!!ItlD!>. W .,.rkCd 'JUt-,ldo 
Lula'. "'ar., OD 'fcLtt rill. t ~::It I .,t out or ttbG 
G&J', lnt 1)611'11' to ') lato1hc Cato. 'Y'ho ,11.Co 
0«1' pullod alon .old . 'l'b,. all "" r,r t 0 1'0-
I!Utl'at1on ~pe ... out'><! car. 1 .}o.')vod 'Milt. 
bathoJ a.kad tor IIIl' "MY l'a line nao . It wu 
ID t bo FloY 00ll~1' Dt ~ th oa... I WOllt "0 
tho C!U'. aoU'obod lntho ".10Y0 CO"tpU't.allt tI'l"tltO 
Ia_ •• Gonet • • and then "he 11~D. lel ·Y.1U 
.bOQ,ld ba~ Ibd.tbo. 1n J:IIlr p::KI t. bt'. too 
10116 to .aU. · '!he,. 8.1'1'0." .,. I RUG t; bo -1. to IIJ' 'lU" to . -- ----, rt ~ police_a 
.aU -fako IIbo ke,.. wIth J.». 

~J too~ a_to tbo .... tIl a. cbll'£"d .,. 
vltb baYtn.; .. t:mlt,. drhor'a l1DOe" an! 1'QM~ 
D .top _1(-:1 GO<! thl'ell ., iu JeU. C.,#.J work')r. 
a",bod a_ U_ ~ ... " CN t.. 3h 
... I ... eawo1op11 ~ Y u.-
alibi (tak.3n rro. !Ie YbOu wu .) all or 
t1)o ~1'. 1 luI4 MOlt e&l"l"JiII{': 1 0 1,. 't:I poeb' 
WON 1IICa_1nr. . 'l'-,c." l.tcltl 1'"' NC 1 tat ropatp 
l'Ocalp'_. ate . ~ vallot wu. In t OY mope, .,., 
it ucl I) no atl"lppCll ot 1111 idontt.tlouJ.cm o..mt. -_ .. 

t "~et "-ok to Luln ' • Co.!o vbct1"O ~h"~ 1 ttl 
..,. (ld. '!be eo.!" VIla Co.,. l'oopl 111 Lu1 ' e Oaf. 
hld tb tatter I l oft , otbou' p"Uco c. • eoe~ 
lba OUi, e~ PllpaN ol'OWld al'Jl'l t~" tlM tuU' 
... J 

Va wnt bock d1NQt.) t atG.U~ to.o: ... , 
tho ..... I wu told tho, '1"'" II _" It. • 1;01. 
tbO .~.t. 1't!' nnt tbAt I .... ,H. \:bill .. ~tiId 
letl. lot outalde. 80. 1'1 -00 1 _.. t 
(fot: 1 t .ad III'0000a PH to ~ ttlM. 

1'h&t Ddt "Q ,be OU" tiGIIld bUd17 I'M ., aU. 
I hole U to 0 •• ,.'. SO""" akti... 11M _GUIIlo 
tblusht 1 t va. tbe ftoab anO' .... tbItI tbli.t. 
'IbII cuo ,UU WOUlda't"" • aU, I took It \:0 
LeI'OJ'" 0 .. .,.. '!bill ~iI .,. told ., Ito 
vu .... In .aw ,.. IIlu*. tba od la IlO" • total 
1 ... . 

&aotber" ftpal't; aU. of a. ~-tIrO ,.... elf ~._I" 

eo lo1' • pI'OJUt; 4l1'OO~. at _ tOG ~ to ..p. ... , • 

.... ., ... ftlllllll 00D'I'1IIMJf ___ .... ""*'. DMD-____ · ... N.., .. 
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IVa 10 

SUll f rot" 1" .. V'I h' '1s.,.1) t e • V1c1aJ-

• t rolet t,vn 1.'11'" e nt .. r,,· r <'01" 1 ~r:l1oeUi 

ro 1 t " I v p,J-e rul 11-<'. . t 1 ,H , thu~ 

II rol,. roport. •• J ; t ... tI o.,"tO~ tb ", • ., • j rM. n n:>to 

tb t t"g e:>mml.D:.t,. <,,),,t.r V'I! .. 1'''1-,' ".,>tn. (01 rol'ln 

(':J\l t ~!1Crl.f:- rr. r. L '~it tt , l!O Sh "1 ek 11 1'1/Ol. ht-, 

tlC'·,s' 

hj ... _l{'JI·.n ,,' It:t:>u h ' t"'l'~h II • f)t; rl ht 

~n t _ 1It'~tJ . VlcKl"uT" h d 6:;0 "",.,:lit tt nt, th 

Fro'" .?!crt,. pr...elnet l'l ::Itio( . ~ !'l.Jb} tt r v., st-rt.~ 

e". r,y., 'flle , -,," ~ ,) rv,)~ 1'1 ~ ,t~ .:-,~ ".' ·,a.t. 
Vlc~ "'r' -111:> dlaUJl'IJ1sh" 1~1I l.f' ~ ",I. n, a'lC'CO" ~ 

1'ilOn.'~G t ')f "'clu,"'1 • 

J'~1o:3"n w-e n c nt"r ·r ,. " 

IT~' ~t; 1t "1'. _ .. r'>ut' bIn"""! "-\, !11 !n J, t:t "":'1 

"h~'l,.'" ""1- IT"'- ~ r' It,.-:!·, c·~ ,-,", ~ 

ul'ty c r 1" In,',, . ~,,.. 

m _,~:r, 1_ t I ' . '[1.,) t· ... 

eo 'r t th'r -\JI, 1n " ' ~!ll'l1l1' \ U:: 

~t- s "Ut ,r, 1--~ "1 r.' : \,:'s ',\O" 

t.~Vfl t h • 'l th " . 
., l utlw or.:. , t. v !l • ..... t 

v n 
, .' 
v , 

• 

'. 

" ... elft 

II ~ 1 r 

• .r 

r t... tlW': r ~. ~ ,_ .. 

~. , tn :'1_ Url"IW, 

,', ~S,_S 1, .. 

tt~;j!l ••• 

th'o lt~ ,!l-r. :f '~1" • t"a~Tl . ~ 

or fed r·11~w) . "'r.: 'J A (':">r~ t'tl'" 

e r 's w, r', ... ~ ,'. l'{!"',"lt C;" , ~·t l~C -r 

r l r .. t. · 'I""~"rB . 

lb.' ~ett nco 

t~ ~ fhla U~ 

nat or J --.e' s~n 110''' t '1" ., 1't'1 C f'r-r a ~n~l tlatrolet 

whIch w,s thn .~e l l!. l r os,noll ,111 t y .,f ('"'fS ( tatrict. 

':')roo , I'w::> , ~'tuooll . "lft<l ~ '0'0 " I"(t N:) ")' 3 " '. Wit.h 

Clinton, (' rtM o . B r ::>DY. 4"1'1"\ n . __ n.~ i1l1 1 ".lP'll , 

vb l' oJ ... , Ch'lne1, •• nt'r v G;),)l "''' , n ('bAlll O~""I' 

"'1'0 WI'dO!'CIC:l . Jb<o JAr CDOI' lad att 1. tId.. 

~l.tr1r' C\ko 1 1 at; I'll t of J:IllJ 11 Ii U ' ,f 

.".1' l'k1.. J'O r .... -
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...... 30b0J,1 ane c .. • _oI,,*, Cco.~ 

_~I' ..... _.~M. 1 tar 1 ". ~~ 4. d. .., • .,Ill M" 

Yc.lu.~'NI hniI tbe .to Ul to •• t liP a Dn, rr.od". 60h0ol. 

In CII.P~4 •• C:oPJ...Orl lon"IMd ,,"" ht\ .. red to rts op lUI 

.~tJ lohl)Ol bullc'! tII" . onI T to .,,j told we. t:M mil 1f01 

tint,had tMe tbe, e".,l'" rt3t u.o ttl tho, .t~I"A'" at"'8lh 

l')'1Owhoro 1.". lEi ('R .. th"r". t,o. rO"'l bAd contt""'cted 

with roI"tO It-'\tt.:m W All t':l1'. lort". ,r •• ,.,t "na-.urtCo _ 

_ rite .,t t .. !l"reo"'- teooorMt!a ""rt .. e"lllnt:J' co ... .,''"tl :ml 

1\ Cln1 1 t.Q1' "n ....... :0"'8.01" " It' 1.,n -.:an!\tTa" c ....... 10.) nok 

ou~ Itece he t. ro~ "tor tb" 1':\'11:1 ·r ~ at tl'1t! "n6 

tbf UNti l "01'1 e~tilte ro 1[,1115. t (10 proJ ot ."luo"lrA 

.. ~ be .... l belpor. bu!H LbOlr :'''"11 C"O!IIIIlQJ.tl oeDt t~ 

leu eMn t1ft(lcn 'JUooNd dollars_ _riM... ". 

l Oll: " I'l '~,)III oloch~l prapl"ll.. DC' all.), 01' ,I II, 

I!. ':1 t3' Att ~rn"1 III th Ofl~~ hrlelt"'l'l~ t:> ro"t",iD I;)t:C 

10' 1 I!. ~t(.t .... l''' hr • '11' tho "alunte, ... . 

'I'ha ... .,.t II. CCOI"t"ul Pro.,~!)'lI.Bdwol ",PIal'" ... 

IN ...... ,"I th"t 'J!' 9 ttl .""'t';!. 0 "I: J n:llu 011 :4 

.Ju.1, lat. ~nc.' 8!X "" .... lnt.o!" ~2 ~.o:'! .. l • ":"OC' chil Na 

h,," aSr.o1 up. 8~}-c'1. we .... e.ot up 111 oS,; ohul''"hN, IlbaN 

WON! cou,..oo 'n ,",,~lo. i.n cl~1.0ftllb1p, No 1" btotc:''''', hi .. 
Ele .. , p"DAt41 .,," :"tv(Oa "', II. NP'lot ..,.4 11I.U' .. ,. In 

tiM N"1 .oatel" o'"l~tlc' '>11..,," '1',..1n", '''''0 "lltd out 

or t~f II. ..... 'nj t7 e later ;)ltoM4 ctllJ' o~" t,.,. ."11 
ob.1 1d"". I'OC:I'OI\U"D, II d 01 .... 0 111 11 torao,. hoAle. 

ou., .. ne .m..... '1"bIo ProadOli SohOQl ""cawN UU-d 

alUt the PMOt'1Q11 I*aooNtlC Ial'tJ, II.IIl' at .. ~ ',... 

ollt.t WIdIII ..... bol d t".,. tb~ tIbo dlda' t: at..., .. 
_eboI... 'IbIt 11..., ben •• , la ..... tala, ltI OCIIU ... 

(tl ...... _'*' 0"1' .... N1 .. par t. __ • 

Page 350 of 353



_ .. 
If.Id, ..... ldO "l~I'Cl"lDR. ~t oooe 1Ibo .,.:.luD\8O" 

lIbond UP. the 100"1 ,.op:.., ... lr:r -how ~~,. bad COIW 

all t;:bot V&3' • • qulclcl1 f'61l1ed . -'41%}' OII!n!atctl"l • OOUP-

01101'1 trQ(J tM .... U,Ml "OUI)CU ,r f'11uroh a 0",'"0 to 

BatU .. """'. 'lntl ~ ... flO .\ .. wore the nov "Ctutulpp1 

Stu""'nt 01'1100 • ..,de up of l'~"l hl"h u,ho':ll ot\l"onh, 

vorkof ~ltb r~p, on votar rerl.t~t on. ..~~v L,urwl 

hrI~ ttl PMOc\:OII Sohool too , " e~'Wnl t1 ('Io"te ... '\n,~ '\ 

atro", "otor ""letr-tS "n pr".... ..... . 

"'43aS.a.pO)! I. 5-,uttnMat ~. tI n' ..,,,n' , l and ,r .,101 .. 

tinea, n"" ," 10 • _JOP trill""" tbnt votor Nglat::'!ltton 

""a netunll, undortall.1ln In anteh'. nnd lee_. "lid tJl..,t 

IICCOIIIh h~(' n 1"\"\1 PrcI.cI:~ ,:j,oh~l. R!l.tcb.lS lIS CM e_ 

plao,pnl ... (:or thG [.!)!IIInn C ... tbol1c C1uJ.reh 1n '!tuUllppl. 

bllt 00 ,fO,. the "\017.:;11'1 htl' n,t /l~.n -It tJ welc~ tho 

nort~orn .,rleau Vb, "'lDt to "'1) 1n hI_ ot'lto . 'lbDII 

('l'Ith')I:(' pr\flsta "~n c,..,o on1'1'" "t1ur1I1ta . " In o3Qt!':llt 

t.o t!lotr roteaC"ot' n<' Javtab collo'l.<"1l.cs. who. \lEYel" t~ 

IJatioMl C~cll ,r C.~bUI balS-d the " ... luateers vi tb 

.orol lupport •• latta In ,"11. vtttl c ... ~utt'!Ur':.Nr tmn..!1-

I'I)1ln .... I'llx' tr'ln~ to POI. t11111" t., C'It 'I 1'0..".1'1" ~~1 when 

poa.l~le. 

'l'ho Southatalt of tho .t"lt? ~1" -,ettor th.'1n tM ~~tb

weat; perb!l." tlote a,,~ wln. "lll\,s Il"'<lwbllt t, "1,,,, the c3b

we"a out or people'. bc,t';,. 'hlta .')lnt. t aCIl~~ul~. r;ulr

p?l't. r:Uoxl • ... m \Jeeftn 3p1"1D1 e . ~Il I ..... 1':)'0 III ~ot1on. 

"net tbG Ol'Olltlon or .<lbool ... 06 copbu'" (1IICr-lal . 2$ 

.tl .. I nl,.ad . Met 8. eh8rirr Vbo al.pl l nnnoun~ed tha.t 

white "oluntIMrSi ooo.ld aot Intel' St~ CClWltl) . Ieo nl. 

lozi. c, ... P) undertook a \lb.1te ("o..-uut, 1'l'o'''Ot ,r oontll<lU 

Vith the .s.nt.atn . jOW"."Uate . 1'1"')J" l.ad ..... ..,nd penOODll 

01 tbII nMrtI' .ed.r All' 'a,I"08 "ue. nvo W.t! • • Me' .--

88. 11nr, 'tilt ell"IU,.b ,,1\1 "ohiO,," to _1"J'IldII Il w:ld'. 1IpN14-

lap- ot Us.. '1'0.1 d . .AD .,..t.....,t ~ .. to4Ia. e. 'n 8U,· 

::laS tlo .e~ II. boll~r\eN. 'wIt 0' .. lq~ .... a' &tat 

~1"" (_te. IUd I'lf'n el) eaaeet.e6 ..... 
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KG88 rOlllt Dea.,. ~(' oale 18 \\ ''''"' of' blUsl" 

poltM """ •• ",,,nt 1Snt4 IItr~_ rlvll r1 'tits 4fttbu.l~'.' 

" quote tl"Ol!! (I "pOf't - .. n ... n·n. 1t cOl1lt'l h"ve heen ".,

where In "'lilli_sippi : 

-The rive of us ,1"8 :.rte VOl'"" l~dJ' fZ';," the 
CQllllllUnltl. whJ 18 very 1I'lt(lro8~,d In world.l'IF: tor 
Cf,Yll ~l,'bt., WDl'lt to "Hl'dlS"Ul'S tJr 80l\I<l ~cb 
nfe4fd InIPJUeh At'thla ·potn,. "'. I1.'1d tt., """Or
ln1s, tm)nel • .3trlcc or '~"1 peoplo . 'rter atop;10-. 
at the Court BOlli. 1;:. 800 'J __ ___ _ __ _ tr~ c. distance 
of' tour.a __ we ,>rrlved at tho lli:tUos',urr .,rrlcfl 
whore "'" vcre 'lory l~prellse{! With the 11,>11"110 :If tbe 
"IOY1I1I8nt ti'!,".t 18 80 ~.pp r"f!Int thet",}. we NIl11y Mv. 
1I00000thln:'" to wJrlr t:;I1'"",_ In :lry n1~1r..l ouraolv68 
il'l Kose ,~olnt. 

nWo a19~ 1 '~rnn~ th~t the 3 ciVil rl~htl w:.rkers 
VII" nrro8~O" In Ml . 'UIS. , relo .... od !It nl"ht end 
aN n.,., ",Uslllf' . TIlo e"r vtllI t:)Un/ '>urned . Tho pres • 
.... n~ tho ".1 "1'8 oV!lr7'fh:)~ . '!he :3 vent tlutro to ln~ 
vEletl":)~e " chm'ch ',"rn1np: I!rn" !-,.e'\!;lrl'"s ;,t lel'"r?Oe . 
'lie rctt''''"lf>,o to ~,,~s ~lnt ""(r"t f, • ". nrnl '1tton(',,6 
11 ltv'! ly (o:-ivtJ rtrhts) .. otln!" . 

"Whftn wo l":ltt tl"iQ '"Motin,. ... ~~-~ ncl 1 "lint to 
.Il cnte ~n" Wlre ,,.,In.- t., co'l11 ~tt1es"""~ "-,,,,.,. the 
recent tr.ml,l.o , '1 V'lS told Ily Il~nlt, people nhaat 
wb! tOil throvlnr p::llSl)not' {'''ndy "1'1<' <l'U"I rOlin<' the 
f~nJ.ty. Two 8'11n11 cbtl"'r.n w.l1"O eU'looset;l to btl" 
1}OQn ')::lls::l~'" """11 . 1 eIl.lllld "nfl tho,. "o~ to ctll1 
1lIO '1:'"",, "'tthtn the tt.,ur, n ___ utt tM cllte to aoe 
C ____ • J "'nlle .. neJrt 6001" on<" 8"t on the l~vn when 
r anw - oODSt!l"'l!t ("0'1111"". Tb8 c?nBt~"l" J)Ut a_-_ 
10 tho en:, ~m' en"',", ..,vcr t~ .~ . ",(h~toh" cI;,11'1,<'" her-& 
"";,y?n i. sh.~rt <'le1';wu8 r,ll ·woel. no,l J. "o.a :J1lt uD4_ 
er arNet "f;,.I;' InWlstlr:.:lHon . " 

"At to" J"ll. we Cll8t Hl-hw, <"ntr"Jl. "tl.1lc.s~-:lU14 
IUll'I Aosli l:oint cit,. p.,11e..J. abert rt t

• ceputiu !'tM 
othere _ 'l'tte: r:8bOrel c,""orltflU.)n vae ,", ~t barr_ 
Itsl",.nt ane' IntlO1ld!lh,n. (IWe t""'·t ou;.~ mr.-ere 
well !l3 lon. aa tMT 01r.1 In t~.1t· pl'lce • •• wo tlon ' t 
"Wl\r.t ,.ou COIII'1I.O auta.i."e 'to 1 td~()rs C'lIII1111l!" la ••• <'IIople 
~ot killed t3J:' leoa. ') ~n we vent ~p t~ el.v~t_ 
or. 11 M 111.'0 t, r~re tho 01 Y3tOJ' w.l1 "ad ~ hi-hila,. 
p:o.tr.)l:!l"n took ~t hia "1U!:r elah. a'l'\clco~ 1. on bl_ 
own h3~. nn~ a~td . ' You bo,. ~re 10 tor !l ~~ ~p-
11'11" • I 

"Op,n <'Int""ll'l< call "l~" .,0 ., ra taken to "nl .. /t8J' 
~ul1 ;.on . " thOll VIlr1 .h,,,,,,t> lnsl~o "ftC" ,Nl oro lJa1d, 
'Bere tbe,. "re. ~ot ' O"l "0". ' '1'b1a 1. yer'lJI'IIl8,ull 
j)r'letlrl!: r.,r vtllt .. s to:) "(I [)'Jt 1'1t, ttl .. "e~o sect1"D. 
Tho Na'"2'"olla exproolJ"" e,nt'Ual:m .. .,t ttl"r. ma,. lIfiIN 
III:)'VN' to "a'lt '0,' . FIve IIIl~t •• l"tor, t.,o ettlc· ... 
took us into 1\ Whlto "eU'llock. ibf.. vn. n"'ont 12130 
n . .. . t./ol'noS'II,. . At the white "all. tht! ot"loe ... trta4 
to inclto W!.to prlsoDcn's t.) t'lke out thO, .. 011'''"10-
lone .,n th(" voluntoe1'S . (lIt ' s V'lopia:r t!4tG . t) '!be 
oft1c,,1'0 10tt Iln~ whit" ')1'1'''''0" P'lltb'u'ot'l r"out. 
R-----opon~d II con.,er":tlon 111 ~b ODO, "n oa.,et 10M 
ot the tOllS1 ')n. At thiS ').)tDt • 1"le II apob up 
"Dd n--,,~-.p3P t., bt. 10 ;, "\atah to till ') "."'l~ 
& :.lter eeverol tinut,. , II to ••• .1. ¢,u 

be baOlle" "11 1'l1" 81'. fI~ II1!"P'el'-lovor. 

ii ... ~~.:~ ,-,:_:_,::_.t:baN to be .,. tora by thO vb1~ s . ,., 
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wt ____ ~ldn' t kD:JV uJ !!1Ic' t~ • " reU!1Y vh1 te 
Ml'l ,,~p Itt"..,..n "l"..It I1v Moec! n 101''11 ~II ~r 
~.'Itb 'loOe!. t tltll .. I lit - .. -- te' nt!l~ . tlP.'1I 
a~nln-, tlM ",,('It .,t bi' h '1~ "1 o;:'IIlP, w. !:roth 
V9N •• enl"te~ to tbG l'lh '1 \lttu' ... t orne" f1"1' CO'l 
In J"clalon WI'O vlI.ltln •• •• • L,t'ftl polle-a retu.ect 
to "turn 1)$Nonal >l\p8ra, ln1'l ~n~p.tten notf'lI. 
ontl d.nle~ they tiN! ovor t'l"on t~ .... . In 'I au1o).equoat 
ltlte1'V1'1v. rul !:. ... '1ot. """;I:re •• ~" n? tnterest in tbe 
flGpt:'ll b..r,r-.u '_81'.t ~lch :?rrpr)"IJ" "\ltilW ~f.!!! hour. 

tft~t J\~~;i~~J!t!!h ~~n J'I
1 ~r;;~~T ~ rr-:~n 'lbll 

roU ,,,,t,.,. tnI'm fl. the .r.ontt B· ... t' there wore n, eba1"l'38 , · 

In >(0811 .')lnt. na In ,tl'l r \ OWlia , t.horoJ .;r.:. " ttlW 

Ifopr, !,")l1re1l n on.h ,·,ree. "'I)'s", 'ot n:) "11"1. )1'11" 

II. ,",onus or r'lOl)' tloll'lNI POl' ~rM t . They 41'8 not ~1l0W8~ 

t· ~oolc Wltne. "ut ",,,rol't tbill "ll_el' ttv1 wore In(",1'"..o<:' 

th- 1t IMII ~11 r!r t t, '>1'tt'· In Nb1t8 01'111 rl"l-jtll IIOr'k8M1 . 

~ t lO"lIt 01'18 or t"'" .~ ('!... "~"'t l1:)t r"r'8~. rK'_. 
t'lMid . 

"I0$S _ot"t b,'I1' '11"'" ~"81 ",,"ectors ; .":)b _re fll'e" 

lot" ~ II' m..r-i",. t"'''l II ~'''~ II.t t '') n", n1' thNe ~1r'1. 

_l"8 h'Irt, on, b'l,n,. , Ha"c!l·thel~S9 , rtve-hl.uldMC"l ;le:)")10 

8boVoc" up tM' .tt 

~u.e 0' sr ona taO! b of lib' b:'\e h'\pt>t IIOd thA.oId.r.ht 

ber-ure. but' tben t.he1 rg,1saC' the 1'1'.:011',;] .. nd S'll'lf, ' lit 
SbAll Overcoes . ,. 

On Au.-ust 1 0 , the !Teod:) ..... ch:)"l nt lol"rptr\('t 111 

'1af'il11,n ~nt)' nolll' fn"lton . wrs '>Ul'tlt" t:) tile II;r"'IOo' . A 

*bIrtoen )'S I' :)1" ';0"1'::1 "01 WMto to"_nt this 1 'tt.er, Rr 

thJ.nk B ' " " 111'1" ,,) h'IW "Ill t~'" -,Ot" 'Jook=! $l'ot hurne", 

hoW t110 'l8nolls '1m' t~"llJs pot "'urn .. . hov tl). I'burcb 

pinno ~~ I'll tho o~ cbur'ch ~neb.~. ~~ "ur"o~ to ~.be • • • 

A 1"1.1'1 ""ote , ",\~ t., tt,o '" t'l,t ... · ~ ('! ~"I\ln tlol..,t ""Ud-

1M - )'eu RI"G Dot t.ll't ,., ". , T'IU "' ..... "ulldl'" til'O:)ft JOUl' 

OWl) hack. f,ocQUs. don ' t feu Im:rw C.,t:!I ..... 10* DI" Itt ]'00' 
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