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A GROWTH INDUSTRY:

THE WISCONSIN ALUMINUM COOKWARE
INDUSTRY, 1893—1920

By James M. Rock

N 1920 the Wisconsin aluminum cookware

industry captured over 50 per cent of the
total national marker, after selling less than
5 per cent in 19100 During the twenty-zeven
veara after the first Wisconsin man got the
idea of producing aluminum goods at the
1693 World’s Columbian  Exposition, five
suceessful  Wisconsin companies—Aluminum
Sign Company (now Leyse Aluminum Com-
pany ),  Aluminum  Goods  Manufacturing
Company [now Mirre Aluminum Company ).
Aluminam  Specialty Company, West Bend
Aluminum Company |oow West Bend Com.
pany. & division of Dart Industries. Inc.).
and Kewaskum Aluminum Company (now
reorganized a: Regal Ware, Inc.)—began
and prospered. Considered abjectively, a new
industry producing a product which has many
subztitutes, is more expensive, and i2 made
from a literally unknown metal: founded in

Avraor’s Nore: 1 am grateflul to the men of the
Wisconsin  aluminum  cookware industry for their
help and encouragement. A special thanks goes
Hu]_'n-'eﬂ R. “":-'||1||1'F1 I|'|r_' =r|]r_' n-'ma:ini.r‘lg pinrlrur |,|'|I
this industry.

' The Wisconsin companies lost the majority share
af the l"l"'l."ll'lu"t i t!!u,' rrﬁlJHI of l]'lt: Gﬁ:.‘lt Deumiun
and did not regain it until sometime after the Sec-
ond World War. James M. Bock, The WFisconsin
Alpmeivgent Cookivare ladustry Prior 1o World War I
(Metal Cookware Manufacturers Association, Chica-

go, 1967), 221,

87

geographic izolation from its major raw ma-
terial and itz major markets; and with only
unzkilled labor te dl‘aw upon. might TEAROT-
ah]}' be expected to fail. Yet in a rectangular
sirip eighty miles long by fifteen miles wide
in eastern Wisconsin, with all these potential
dizadvantages present, il succeeded.

By the late nineteenth century this arca
along the west-central shore of Lake Michi-
gan, between Milwaukee and Green Bay, had
been denuded of the i!,im!l white pines which
had supported the lumbering industry, Two
Rivers, for example, which became the birth-
place of the aluminum utensils industry in
Wisconsin, sprang up in 1836 following ru-
mors of a gold strike near Kewaunee, and
then continoed to exist because of the ex-
cellent fishing and dense forests nearhy. Al-
thouzh other companies were started {brew-
eries, grist and flour mills, a lime kiln and
brickyard). the primary companies existed
as part of the lumber industry (saw mills,
shipyards, lanneries, a chair factory, a pail
and tub fﬂL‘luI’}', and a Haﬁh? r]mr, and blind
fnn::lnr:;.* When ]IJIIWL}nE.'rinpj,'_r declined, a new

*The historical information was primarily 1aken
from: Two Rivers High School Class, Local Histary
of Two Rivers Two Rivers, Wisconsin, 1897) ; Mark
Rhex Byers, Siography of f. £, Hemilton (privately
publizhed, Two Rivers, Wisconsin, 19323 : Mirro
AMuminum Company, Mixing Sowd {Januwary, 1948) ;
and The Milweukee Journal, April 2, 1967



WISCONSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY

industry was needed to revive the depressed
communities, and aluminum manufacturing
filled part of the vacuum,

Although aluminum was nol isolated as an
element until the early nineteenth century, it
constitutes & per cent of the earth’s crust and
is exceeded in amount by only two elements—
oxygen and silicon. Hans C. Oersted pro-
duced the first metallic aluminum, in 1825,
by heating potassium amalgam with alumi-
num chloride, but he was only able to pro-
duce a few small particles of the “metal of
clay,” as he called it. Ordinary =melting
methods could not break down alumina (alu-
minum oxide}, and the chemical process was
slow and Exp:nf.ivu. 1t was aluminum’s strong:
affinity for oxvgen that denied man itz use,
except for “conspicucus consumption™ items
Because of its properties—esperially lightness,
ductility, and beauty—the demand for alumi-
num far exceeded its supply. Consequently,
by at least the 1850°s, its price was higher
than those of the so-called precious metals.
This strictly limited the range of articles
that eould be made from it. Denmark’s King
Christian X wore an aluminum crown: Na-
poleon IIT had an aluminum rattle made for
L'Aiglon and aluminum table service for the
most honored guests at his banquet table:
and he gave the King of 5iam an aluminom
watch chain as 1 token of hizs esteem.

The reduction of aluminum to a common-

AHall and Heroult supplied only the chemical
knowledgze; the electrolvtic knowledge was supplied
independently by Charles Bradley and Eugene and
Alfeed Cowles. For different viewpoints concerning
the discovery of the electrolytic process for produc-
inr commercial alominum  see Charles C. Carr,
Alcoa: An American Enterprise (New York, 1952),
and Alfred Cowles, The Trae Story of Aluminum
{Chicago, 1938).

$The Mellons af Pitshurgh,” in Fortune {Deto-
ber, Movember, and December, 1967},

“Prior to the First World War, almost the entire
worlds production of bauxite {a mixture of alumi-
na, silica, ferric oxide, and other impurities} was
concentrated in southeast France and in Georgia,
Alahama, and Arkansas The war cansed the Central
Powers to bring into production extensive deposiis
within the old Austro-Hungarian empive. It is only
ginee 1920 that the discovery of commercial deposits
of hauxite has spread around the world. See Donald
H. Wallace, Market Control in the Aluminum in-
dustry {Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1937}, 34-36,
6972, 8.

WINTER, 19711972

place metal of mass consumpticn had o await
the advent of clectrochemistry. The perfection
of the dynamo in the 1870°: provided the
electrical key;: then only the discovery of the
chemical keyv remained. Beeause of the in-
flated expectations of wealth engendered by
aluminum’s high price, large amounts of
money were spent on the search, Two unp-
known chemists, Charles M. Hall in the United
States and Paul L. T. Heroult in France,
working independently, discovered the mod-
ern  electrochemical process for producing
aluminum in 1886.°

Two years later, Captain Alfred E. Hunt
orgauized the Plttﬁhurgh Reduction Enmpan}'=
pl‘ogﬂnitﬂl‘ of the Aluminum Cumpuny of
America (Alcoa), to acquire the patents nec-
eszary to monopolize the production of alumi-
num. With a legal monopoly for the first
twenly years of its existence, the financial
backing of the Mellons of Pittsburgh.! contral
of the domestic .ﬁiippl}" of laauxil.tr,” control
of the domestic hydroelectric power sites”
prohibitively high import duties,” cartel agree-
ments,* and the astute management of Arthur
Vining Davie, Alcoa was able to fortify it-
self so well “against competition that none
developed™” until World War 11.° For this
reason it was able o control, to a large ex-
tent, the growth of aluminum-using industries
in the United States until 1941,

With the onset of commercizl aluminum
production, the demand for it as a luxury
wood paled and Aleoa was forced to zenerate
new demands for its monopoly. As Arthur
V. Davis said. “[It] took a lot of selling to

Srhid,, 12, 26, 39, 41, 77, 120-148. Tt takes about
eight to tem kilowatt-hours of clectricity per pound
of aluminum, an amount sofficient to keep a -
wait bulb lit for move than ten dave

" Bee, 1.5, Tanff Commission, The Tarlff and
lis History (Washington, 1934}, 40: U.S, Tariff
Commiseion, Tareff Information Swrvevs on the Ar-
ticles in Peragroph [43 of the Tariff At of 1913
[ Washington, 19311 : and [United Stares vz, Alumi-
num Compony of America, 148 F. 24 416, 411 (2d
vir,, 1943).

"George W. Stocking and Myron W. Walkins,
Cartels 1n Action {New York, 196), 216-273; L.
Louiz Marlio, The Afumingm Cartel (Washington,
1947 ).

'Wau“_'n Wearket (.“uurmi in the ..-'fha.m:r-.r:um Ir-
dustry, 537,
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get anybody to nse aluminum for anything. ™"
Aluminum’s newness was not the entire rea-
son for its slow acceptance; the high monop-
oly price Alcoa maintained for it was also
significant.

In an attempt to stimulate a demand for
aluminum, Alcoa turned to the cookware in-
dustry. Late in 1889 or early in 1B, Cap-
tain Hunt proposed that the Avery Stamping
Company, a general steel stamping company
which also produced a line of stamped-steel
cooking utensils, also stamp aluminum cook-
ware. Hunt sent Avery sufficient sheet alumi-
num to produce between twenty and twenty-
five hotel stew potz as an experiment. Theze
pols were the first aluminum pans stamped in
the United States, but the experiment pro-
ceeded no further. When Henry W. Avery
asked Captain Hunt to give his company the
exclusive T:ight to manufacture :'.unl-:ing uten-
sils from sheet aluminum, Hunt turned down
hiz requeet.!* Alcon wasz interested only in
the expansion of demand for aluminum and
not in the privileged monopolies of others.

Then, at the turn of the century. Alcoa
ﬂ[:quin:fl a $mﬂ].E a]um'inum "ﬂﬂkwﬂn: COT-
pany in seitlement of a debt. By 1901 the
Aluminum Cooking Utensil Companv {now
Wear-Ever Aluminum, Ine.), a wholly owned
subaidiary, had been organized to manufac-
ture quality cookware at a premium price.
In building a sales organization. A, V. Davis
wrote to Charles Ziegler and John H. Wilzon
in Carlizsle, Pennsylvania. These two men
had berun, some vears earlier, to sell enamel
kettlez to earn money to finance their educa-
tion. Because of limited capital. they ped-
dled their wares door to door. When some
domestic stamped aluminum cockware came
on the market during the early 1890, Zieg-

* Boyden Sparkes, “Shoot the Works!" in The
Saturday Evening Post, (January 2, 1043}, In the
same vein Charles Hall, one of the pionecrs in com-
mercial production of aluminum, wrote to a friend
in reference to the early days of the aluminum
indostry  {1890°%) :  “People have said we didn’t
bave 1000 pounds. They were wrong, bat they
might hove said, that so far as wsers of aluminum
were  concerned, practically mo one wanted 1,000
pounde” Carr, Alcog, 1049,

I Tnformation on the Avery Stamping Company
was obtained from the unpublished historical files
of Aleoa.

a9

ler and Wilson discovered that its lightness,
resistance to corrosion, high conductivity to
heat, good appearance, resistance to chipping
or cracking, and ease of cleaning made it
casy to sell—even though the price of alumi-
num was double or triple that of its most ex-
pensive competitors—if it coold be demon-
strated to the housewives'® It was this sales
technique which they brought to the Alumi.
num Cooking Utensil Company; and house-to-
house selling, combined with demonsirations,
remained the most important methad of mer-
:rhandising aluminum ::uﬂl:ing utensils until
the twenties '

Although some aluminum ecookware was
stamped during the last decade of the nine-
teenth century, the majority of the aluminum
f‘-mclt‘:fl b}' lﬁl.]ﬂﬂa Wiks umﬁ:! ;IJ ﬂ{“"‘:ltiﬁ‘"—'
aluminum combs and lucky penny  pocket
pieces (“Keep me and never go broke™).M
In fact, what eventually became the Wiscon-
sin aluminum cookware industry began as an
aluminum novelty company.

HE WISCONSIN PART of the cookware

story began at the World’s Columbian
Expusilinn in cl'liuugu in 1893, with tﬂugh,
raw-honed enterprencur  Joseph Koenig '
Koenig, had immigrated to the United States
in the late 1860°s with his recently widowed
mother and his eight brothers and sisters,
The family settled in Two Rivers, Wisconsin,
195 miles north of Chicage, and Koenig ob-
tained employment at the Two Rivers Manu-

1 The high import duties alse kept foreipn aluomi-
num ceokware out of the United States. But that
did not =ecure the coskware market for domestic
producers of aluminum cocking  utensils, There
were many gubstitutes available. Henoe, each higher
protective duty increased the disparity bhetween the
prices for aluminum cookware and its domestie sub-
stitutes, See 1897 Sewrs Roebuck Cotologue (New
York, 19681, 130-136, for comparative copkware
prices.

*Wear-Ever alone held from 80 w 30 per cem
of this market before 1919, Rock, The Wisconsin
Alpminem Coolware Industey, 237, Some Wear-Ever
conkware was sold to department stores and institu-

lions,

% Ihid., 43.

“The major sources of information on Koenig's
life are Louis Falge (ed.), Mistory of Manitewor
County, Wisconsin (Chicago, 19123, 210-213; Mirro
Aluminum Co., Mixing Bowl {(July, 1955) ; and vari-
ous other issues of the Mizing Bowl
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Caurtesy Mirma Aluminum Co.

_J'Jr,sn:-_r_hiz _.";m_'ng'g‘ _fm.:nr]'rr u,l' the Aluminum .Ld'r:a:ufar.'fur—
ing Compary of Twe Rivers, predecessor of the Mirro
Aluminum Company.

F&Clul'ill;._', ﬂﬂmpﬂli}'. a H‘:H’J{Ih‘{rrkillg COICErT.
He was not content long to spend his time as
a woodworker, and in 1872, at the age of
fifteen, he left home to 2eek other employment.
During the next twenty years he worked as a
painter and decorator, a lawyer, a factory
manager, a land speculator. and a teacher in
the Midwest,

Lﬂ.tﬂ' il'.l Iﬂgﬂ-? Iliﬁ r.'I::-urEi.:ll |'i.i|'l.l'||.'||' R!:}-‘mm.l.r.l.
asked him to act as the legal representative
for a German aluminum novelly company
which wag going to exhibit at the exposition.
Koenig, then a teacher in Chicago, accepted
and when the exposition closed the following
October, he purchazed the remaining merchan-
dise and exhibited it at fairs in San Francisco
and 5t Louis. He was gratified with the at-
temtion it atiracted and amazed that he was
able to sell everything at a good profiL

Heartened by the demand [or aluminum
novelties, Koenig began to think seriously
about manufacturing them. While searching
for risk capital and a production site, he re-
turned to Two Rivers to visit his relatives.
There he was introduced to 1. E. Hamilton,
owner of the Hellywood Type Company.!

o0

wintir, 19711972

Koenig was able to convince Hamillon that
hiz idea—that aluminum novelties manufac-
tured domestically could be produced and
zold more |:|'Lr:EL|}[_'p than lhose imporfed—waa
feasihle.

“I asked him.” Mr. Hamilton recalled. “how
he proposzed to start his enterprise and if he
had any capitel. He said he had only §300.
but all he wanted was a small room to work
E]I Ll.Il.';i L"l'll::l'l.lg!l. IJ'TI‘.’ET to DPE‘rﬂtE hiq r.l'lﬂl:"hinﬂﬂ.
| took him out in the factory and showed him
a space about 20 feet square. with a shafi
overhead from which he could take his power
without charge. and to go ahead with his ex.
perimenting, and =ee what he could do'7

For the next two vears Joseph Koenig
worked virtually alone to perfect the ma-
chines, tools, and dies necessary for the manu-
facture of aluminum novellies. When Koenig
began production he had two men filing the
teeth of combs out of steips of aluminum, a
slow and rvelatively costly process. Anxious
to effect a more efficient procedure, Koenig
set up a single, power-driven saw to cut out
the combs’ teeth, but soon he had a pang of
saws rigged up Lo make the teeth in one cut.
The gang saw. however, generated too much
heat and the aluminum strip warped.

Koenig next devised a “drum arrangement
with =lots which would hold a hundred comhbs
at a lime: the drum being revolved against
the zaw, and then moved forward into position
for the next cut after each revolution. This
gave time to allow the metal to cool between
cuts, and also provided for production in
such quantities, with only one man to tend
the machine. that the cost of each individual
comb was reduced, in Mr. Hamilton's phrase,
‘almost to nothing.' "#

Along with the use of this and other of his
inventions, Keenig's output of novelties rose
ratpid]}-‘ while hiz unit cost [lell .-auI’:lEtnniiuH:.'.
He added travs. bicycle guards. key fohs.
pigar cases, mustache cups, salt and pepper
shakers., ash trays. and. of course. penny

fad Hﬁ”}'h‘rlﬂd wiHas tl'lvl" ki“d |'|f wml:”] u.-h?d [ :||:|.:|:ic|'
the Ly ez,

U Byers. Biography of f. E. Hamilton, 77,

W [hid,, 7R, The vetail price of an alominum pocken
comb in 1897 wae eight cent= but by 1902 the price
had fallem to four cents. 1897 Sears Hocluck Cate
logue, 326, and 1002 Edition of the Sears Roebuek
Cotrfogue (New York, 19691, 936,
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Workers mafing wtensils in the Manitowoee Aleminem Novelty Company, early

picces lo his line and found the public eager
to purchase novellies made from the new
mystery metal. “When Koenig took his first
manufactured articles to Chicago in 1893, he
received orders for more goods in two hours
than he could manufacture in three months,”™

With sales increasing and the need for more
capital and space becoming abundantly clear,
Kueui-d incnr[mrut::r] the Aluminum Manu-
facturing Company in July of 1895 “for the
purpose of manufacturing and selling wseful
and ornamental articles of aluminum. or of
other materials or metals,” The Bank of Twa
Rivers, controlled by J. E. Hamilton and his
brother, lent Kn:’.‘nig 8500 on the condition
that the Hamiltons receive a hall interest in
the company. with Koenig's half interest 1o
be paid for out of earnings. The city of Two
Rivers also provided an additional $2,000
capital as an inducement to keep the com-
pany in the eity,™

Az the volume of business grew to annual
zales of $125.000 in the next few vears. ad.

" Wiseansin: A Guide fo the Badser Sipte (Ind
v, Mew York, 1954, 320

1

5.

ministration and financial management be-
came more important, but Koenig's intercsts
remained with the mechanical and develop-
ment departments. He found it difficult to
delegate responsibility and that, combined
with his irascible nature, caused some of his
ablest men to look elsewhere for employment.
Herman Schwab and Henry Methsner, skilled
tool and die makers, quarreled with Koenig
in 1898, were fired. and became important
cogs in the establishment of a competing com:
pany. as did others in the years that followed.

Only seven miles away in Manitowoe, Wis-
consin, a tannery owner walched Koenig's
progress with anticipation. Henry Vits was
being forced out of the tannery husiness by
the ecutthroat competition of the Leather
Trust® In 1898 Vits sold his thirty-four-year-

* Hubert K. Wentorf, “Hizstory of the Aluminum
Industry of  Wisconzin,”  (unpublished typescript,
1067, 15: Byers, Biography of 1. E. Hamilion, T8-70;
Wisconsing A Cuide to the Badger State, 320,

" The majer sources of information on the Vits
family are Falge (ed.), Hiziory of Manitowoe Conniy,
15-16, 18-21, 54-57; and Mime Alaminum Co.,
Mizing Howd (January, Febroary, March, 1948, and
July, 1955).
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Courtesy Mirro Aluminum Co.

Henry Fits, whoe abandened the tannery busmess o
found the Manitowse Aluminum Novelty Company in
g,

old tannery business, and converted the build-
ing for use by the Manitowoc Aluminum
Novelty Company, with Schwab and Meihsner
as employees and the only non-Vits family
ﬁtor_'khnhf::rs.ﬂ Vitﬁ WEaSs an able administra-
tor and soon Manitowoe Aluminum was chal-
lenging Aluminum Manufacturing for leader-
ship of the Wisconsin aluminum novelty busi-
ness.

Five vears later, in 1903, another of Koc-
nig's emplovees quit to start another com-
pany in Two Rivers to manufacture aluminum
signs and other advertizing novelties. Albert
B. Leyze, who had been foreman of the buf-
fing department for five years, convinced his
dentist, Dr. E. J. Soik, to finance the Alumi-
num Sign Company. On March 31, the day
before the sign company was formed, Koeniz
fired Norman Leyse, Albert’s younger broth-
er, Consequently, the Leyse hrothers started
in the aluminum sign business together, Al-
bert as an unskilled tool and die maker and
manager, and Norman a: an equally un-

skilled printer®

=2 Wentorf, “History of the Aluminum

[nefiestry
of Wisconsin,™ 6.

02
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In the winter of 19%04-1905 the Aluminum
Sign Company’s need for more factory space
to accommodale its expanding business and
Kewaunee's need for a new economic hase to
:n_'plam: the lumber im{uHir}r coincided, and
the city paid the company S2.000 1o move.
Dir. Soik =old his interest in the company to
Albert Levse and a Kewaunee man  for
S665.50. B}f late May, 1905, the Fa:'tr:r}f Was
in np&mtiun in Kewaunee with thirteen work-
ers, The company’s success, on a relatively
small seale, continued until World War |
when the increase in aluminum novelty com-
paniez without a comparable increase in de-
mand, the scarcity of aluminum, and the fail-
ure to obtain war contracts almost brought
:“naru_',iul t‘!l'rl]ﬂ E..?I1

B}-‘ the E_'url}' 1000 s H.u-r:ﬂ'tg‘ﬁ chief rivals
were the Manitowoe Aluminum Novelty Com-
pany and the equally large if not slightly
larger New Jersey Aluminum Novelty Com-
pany, Thess three companies were, by and
large, the aluminum novelty industry in the
United States, and each other's most impor-
tant compehbors =

For the first six vears of the new century.
demand for aluminum novelties expanded as
rapidly as production. However, the banking
panic of 1907 quickly dried up consumer
spending for nonessentials, When production
of aluminum novelties continued. the market
became glutted and the prices of novelties
were repeatedly lowered to stimulate demand
and, at times, to destroy competitors, Alcoa
realized that it would lose sales if any ome
n:l: IJ'.l.E lhrEB rrl:ljnr E.t:-rnpzlnicﬁ WieTe "{r!’ﬁl?,.rl‘].
into bankruptey, Conzequently, Aleoa acted
to stop the price war and to effect a combi:

“The major sources of information on the Levse
brothers are The Keweunee Star, March 2, 1960;
The Kewvunee Enterprize, September 19, 1968« inter-
view with Norman Leyse, July 21, 1967; and Leyse
Alominum Co., “Levse Anniversary™ (unpublished
tyw-ﬁnr’tpl, 19551,

The Kewannee Enterprize, April 17, 1903, May
26, June 2, 1905 A. B Leyse, “Reminiscence Speech
to Hotary” {unpublished typescript, 19453, 6: and
the unpublished historical files of the Leyse Alumi-
num Lompany.

= The federal government charged in 1912 that
these three novelty companies controlled over 70 per
cent of that industry, See, U3, Congress, House,
Committee on 'Ways and Means, Tenff Hearings,
H.R. Doc. Ne. 1447, 62 Congress, 3 seesion, wol, 2
schedule €, 1913, pp 1527, 1532,
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Courtesy Leyse Aluminum Co,

Norman Levse (left) and his brother Albert, Kewonnee aluminum  pradices
metefacterers,

nation of these companies.®™ On December
10, 1908, the Manitowoc Aluminum Novelty
Company, the Aluminum Manufacturing Com-
pany, and the Mew Jersey Aluminum Com-
pany were successfully consolidated as the
Aluminum  Goods Manufacturing  Company
ithe present Mirro Aluminum Co.)

Alcoa was generowsly repaid for it= ser-
vices as mediator, arbitrator, and financier,
It ﬂ'.(!t’!I'\'C!’I 2‘.5 per cent aof the 1:upiia] .=~tm:|c
and was given a monopoly on the sale of
sheet and ingot to Mirro®® In addition, after
1911, two of the six directors were Alcoa
executives, and in 1914 an Alcoa accountant
was made secretary-treasurer of the corpora-
tion. Between 190 and 1912 Alcoa increased
its finaneial interest in Mirro until it con-
trolled over one-thivd of its stock, which it
held until the early twenties>

Because of the consolidation which formed
Mirro, several other men employed by the
Wisconsin companies decided Lo zo into busi-
ness for themselves. In 1909 Emil W. Krug,

* hid., 1528; U5, Federal Trade Commission,
Report of the Federal Trode Commission on Home
Furnishings Industrics, Vol. I, Kirchen Fureeish-
ings  and Domesiic Appliences, October 6, 1924
(Washington, 1925}, 7I.

*'The actual incorporation of the company under
the laws of the Swte of Mew Jersey did not take
place wntll March 3, 19089, Rock, The Fisconsin
Aluminum Coolware Indusiry, 102-105,

a stockholder in Vits company before the
consolidation, and his brother Charles left
Mirro to found a small aluminum jobhing
shup in I'I-']unih:wn:;, Both MmN werde 5ki]t¢d
tool and die makers™ Their Aluminum
Specialty Company, was not successful, and
after five vears the Krogs sold out to Walter
E. Spindler. Spindler’s interest in the alumi-
num novelly business was evoked by his
father, Charles E. Spindler, who was one of
the principals of Barnhart Brothers and
5pindler of t:llil!ﬂr_tu:, the JELI‘EESI ind{:'_pﬂnf!ent
tyvpe foundry in the United States, and also
an early stockholder of the J. E. Hamilton
Hollywood Type Company. With the consoli-
dation of Koeenig's company into  Mirro,
Hamilton had become involved in ils man-
agement as the new chairman of the board.
Hamilton’s enthusiasm for the aluminum
novelty business was conveyed by Charles
Spindler to his son,

“ 1.5, Department of Justice, Hepore of Filliam
R, Benham on the Aluminum Company of Americm,
6Y Congress, | session, Senate Doc, No, 67 (Washing-
von, 1926, 32: Tariff Hearings, 1028; United States
v. Alumingm Co. of America, 148 F. 2. 416, pp.
435436, The percentages refer to stock beld by
Aleoa and its officers,

* Rock, The Fisconzin Aluminum Coskware fn-
dustry, 248,

“The major source of information on the Krugs
is Alominum Specialty Co., Arnual Reporr, J@55
{ Manitowoc, 1956), 4.
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A 1905 phetograph of women polishing wriicles in
the Manirowoe Afumitam Novelty Company fictory,

Walter Spindler had been a partner in the
Northern Wisconsin Produee Company. but
while in Texas for three months in the winter
and early spring of 1914 buving fresh pro-
duce, hiz partoers had lost the firm consid-
erable business through poor management.
On his return to Manitowoo, he ligpuiclated
hiz holdings in the produce firm and with
this capital and additional financial support
from his wife's family he bought the Alumi.
num Specialty Company.

Spindler continued to operate the company
as a jobber and independent manufacturer of
aluminum Epcuiu[llrj thrnu:_;hnul World War
[. Although he was a better manager than
the Krugs, Spindler faced the same difficul-
ties as did the Levses and the rest of the in.
dustry during the war. Most of the aluminum
companies that produced cookware. as well
as novelties, fared better and were to benefit
most when the consumer, with his accumu-
lated forced savings. was released from war-
time restriclions in late 19159

“ The major sources of information on Spindler
are tbid., and Lows Falge (ed.), Histery of Manito-
wor Gapnty, 02-03.

!
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LTHOUGH ALUMINUM NOVELTIES

consumed the bulk of virgin aluminum
produced at the turn of the century, aluminum
cookware became. within a few years, the
leading us=e to which aluminum was put. Afrer
the Panic of 1907 the demand for aluminum
cookware mulliplied. Wear-Ever's campaign
of demonsteation and education was beginv
ning to pay off. From 1908 to 1909 Wear-
Ever's sales increazed approximately B0 per
vent, while at the same time the company held
ol per cent of the market.™ However, virgin
aluminum production was increasing  even
more rapidly: by 1914 ulensils were using
only one-third of the output.™ During and
after World War 1 many new uses of alumi-
num were found.™ Consequently, cookware’s
share of the total market continved to fall,
to 15 per eent for the first five vears of the
lwenties ™  Aluminum  cookware’s share of
the kitchenware market, on the other hand,
was growing during the same period,

At the beginning of the twentieth century,
the fledgling aluminum utensils industry prok-
ably represented less than 5 per cent of the
total cookware market. By 1914 it was a
major competitor, and by 1917 it was close
fis ]Jeeamiug the most in'l.p-::lrtnnl cookware, ™
In addition, the results of a questionnaire, cir-
culated in the early twenlies and reputed to
cover a cross section of the United States,
indicated that approximately 93 per cent of
all housewives at the time preferred aluminum
utcuai].{t.“"'- Hawr:wrr, t];i:: ]-.':55 rxpctn.sive {enﬂ.
meL iron. Hn, and Eupper] wares constituted
about 80 per cent of the cookware used, and
more enamelware utensils were uszed than
aluminum utensils

*Rock, The Wisconsin Aluminum Cookware In-
dustry, Zal, 257,

= Walluee, Marker Cantral in
Ineliesery, 60,

" Allied governments were reported (o lave weed
over 90000 tons of aluminum o 1918

=U.5, Department of Justice, Kepore of Williom
K. Bepham, 32,

* Rock, The Wisconsin Aluminum Cookware [In-
dustry, B, 45; 1.5, Department of Commerce, Burcau
of the Census, Censps of Manpfoctures  (Washing.
tom, 19197,

L | Sﬁor}' S!ur_'r nll' .Jdlramalnunr I}ri:tnill:lwoc_. oo,
1923}, 10

S, Department of lustice, Report of WFiilliom
ft. Benkarm, 23, 51,

the  Alumtinum
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The first Wisconsin company 1o speeialize
in producing aluminum utensils was the
Standard Aluminum Company, also formed
because of the consolidation. [t was started
in 1908 by Adolph Kummerow, who had quit
his _]-Jb as a foreman for Koenig becanse the
Hew company was guing to make him ].‘lum.‘i'l
a clock like the rest of the help.® Up to this
time there had been relatively little cookware
manufactured by the Wisconsin companies
Kummerow q-.han;;f:ﬂ all thi=. A= the local
paper repor ted: “He manufactures exclusive-
ly aluminum haking pans and cooking utensils
ani the special adaptability of this metal for
this purposze, ensures the success of hiz en-
terprise.. His field at present iz the entire
world and introduction of his wares is all
that is necessary to bring them into general
use, ™ B:.-' 1010 Kummerow's company had
grown to the point where hiz brother-in-law.
Herman Wentorf, left Mirro to join him,

The Standard Aluminum Company did not
survive for long as an independent entity,
It had constructed a rolling mill in 1913 and
subsequently had imported it2 total aluminum
ingot needs. The beginning of the war in
1914 heralded the end of aluminum chest
and ingot imports into the United States. Be-
cause it was unable to obtain Alcoa alumi-
num (only civilian customers who had been
guod prewar pur::haﬁurﬁ received quoms}, its
fate was sealed, and Standard Aluminam was
soon forced to sell out to Mirro.

When Herman Wentorf moved from Mirro
to Standard, the management of Mirro gave
his hrothers. Carl and Robert, an ultimatum
get Herman to return or be fired themselves. ™
Insr_ea;d_. the}: resignc{] and moved on Lo starl
gtill another aluminum cockware COTTpany.
In the summer of 1911 the two Wentorf
brothers learned that B. C. Ziesler and two
other men from West Bend, Wisconsin, had
toured the Standard Aluminum Company in
search of a business to replace a leather zoods
fai:to-r}' which had heen I:‘I.t'“!-'ll‘l.’)ft'f“il |.|!. fire.

B Thes |'r|||.j|1r sOAEnGE ol infarmation on KIJlllll'ln?rll'w
is Wentorl, “History of the Alominum Industry of
Wisconsin,” 7-8.

" The Twwe Rivers Chroniele, July 7, 1908

U Wentarf, “History of the Aluminom Tndustry of
Wisponein,"

THE WISCONSIN ALUMINUM CIHMKWARE INDUSTERY

Caurtesy The West Bend Ca.

Bernliard Carl Ziegler, one of the original founders
and fong-time official of the Fes Bend Alwminum
r.‘fJ.'rJrHrFI'I'.

The Wentorf brothers, who were experienced
tool and die makers, contacted Zicgler: terms
were discussed and agreed upon; and the
necessary capital was raized, largely on the
baszia of the twenty-seven-year-old Ziegler's
reputation as a business wizard.™

The West Bend Aluminum Company was
mga:uzed on September 27, 1911, The com-
llﬂrl"r =\. TEw I:]T.!.l\'r' Pt‘l 55 WHS ﬂ'ﬂf]ﬂh‘!b [:ll bl.lth-
ing about fifteen different kinds of utensils,
and it was decided 1o limit production to
those “articles until business warrants branch.
ing out into the manufacture of novellies and
M rous l,“'.':l'l.!“-ilﬁ.“l:; TI'I{:- 'H.:.'tu:’}' l'.lﬂpll'_il:r'ﬂl]
six Lo ten men at fivst, but growth came quick-
lv. By 1914 a new factory had been built and
in 1918 a large threestorey addiion was

“The major seurces of information on Ziegler
are Carl Quickert (ed ), History of Fashington
vl'.-'urua.::r, *F"E.u'unsfm: Past  and  Presemnt 1{:hj::a£u1
1912f, I: 114-116, 231-232; and the West Bend
Aluminum Co., The Fest Bend: Story, 10]11-1056
{ West Bend, Wisconsin, 195371, 6-15. While etill a
high school stadent, Fiegler founded and ran his
own  fullfledged fire insurance company. B.
Zicgler and Company iz now larger than all the
other firms in the institutional fimancing market
ecomhbined. “Fiegler of West Bend,” in Lotz See
{Auguat, 1963), 16

# The Fest Hend News, October 17, 1911,
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Courtesy Leyse Aluminum o,

A 1922 photograph of workers in the Leyse Alumingm

Lompany of Kewasees,

erected. Sears Roebuck and Companv early
became the most important single customer,
acecounting for between 10 and 50 per cent
of West Bend's sales through 1919, Prior to
the First World War, Sears, other mail-order
houses, and jobbers purchaszed 90 per cent
of its sales*® After the war West Bend in.
troduced its line in department stores, hut
that market was dominated by Wear-Ever and
Mirro.

Within two years after formation of Mirro,
internal dissension arose between the Wiccon.
sin and New Jersey interests. The western
members wanted to produce aluminum cook.
ing utensils while the eastern members did
nat feel the necessary capital investment would
be profitable. Koenig and George Vits, Henry
Vits” son, appealed to A, V. Davis of Alcoa
and he agreed to help them buy out the New
Jersey interests. George Vits was elected pres.
ident and Koenig first vice-president.*

It was not until 1913 that Mirro began to
produce cookware by the same mass produc-

" Inperview with J. R. Brown, December 27, 1965,
“Wentorf, “History of the Aluminum [ndustrs
of Wisconsin,” 4,

Hi
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tion method it emploved in making novelties.
The first utensil made that wav was a double
hoiler to be used by the Quaker Oats Com-
pany as a premium in a national advertising
campaign, While Wear-Ever continued to sell
most of its cookware house to house, Mirro
started with premium sales and the whole-
sale trade and slowly moved into the retail
murket. Franchizes were obtained from many
of the same companies that handled their
novelties, but most of Mirre’s cockware =ales
were made to jobbers, chain stores, and mail-
IiII'L:I.IT'I.' ]Iﬂ".“{'fﬁ..

r”“: .:.\ll.i..rl'{:l f‘!.|l.|rnEnurn {:O]’llpﬂn'}' l'li:lugi'll I_!],E
Standard Aluminum Company in July, 1915,
and began 1o eoncentrate on the production
of cookware. In 1917 the company brought
out a new hizh-guality line—Mirro, the Finest
Aluminum—to improve its market position
and its image. The Mirro line was sold di-
rectly to vetailers only, and store franchises
were soom one of the company’s main zales
oullets,

The Mirro Aluminum Company expanded
its manufacturing space almost every vear
to keep up with its sales. In one execeptionally
busy vear, 1919, five large additions to the
Manitowoe and Two Rivers plants were be-
gun. The importance of the Mirre Aluminum
Company to the industry before 1920 can-
not be overemphasized. Until the early 1920°s
Mirre accounted for over 80 per cent of the
aluminum utensils sold by Wisconsin com-
PETL;E‘H-,*E

P T 1919 Weat Bend and Mirrs were

the only Wisconsin companies making
aluminum cookware, but this was due to
change. As was to be expected, the cessa-
tion of fighting in Europe caused a recession
in those sectors of the ECONOMY prnducin#‘
war goods, while most civilian goods began
selling briskly, especially aluminum utensils,
In 1919 firms began to enter the aluminum
cookware illliu.‘[l'}' al an almost unhelievable
rate, five of them in Wisconsin alone ™ Two

“Rock, The Wisconsin Aluminugm Ceoliware Ine
dustry, 128,

W There were estimated to be I]:i.r'l}‘-"w-. :|':i:rm:l m
the stumped aluminum cookware imdustry in 1923
Approximately twentv-five of the firms entersd the
industry between 1919 and 1921, [hid, 10-15.
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of the Wisconsin companies had previously
manufactured aluminum novelties, The Alu-
minum Sign Company changed its name lo
L'E.‘}'EU Aluminum C{;:mpan}' ta r:rﬂf;r:t k= di-
versification of production, and distributed
its cookware zolely through independent hard-
ware dealers as a way of instilling dealer
loyalty.*® The Aluminum Specialty Company
also began producing cookware, The F. W,
Woolworth Company initially contacted Mirro
to build a plant to be used exclusively for the
praduciion of the chain store’s aluminum
utensil and novelty needs. When Wooslworth
rejected Mirro’s counter offer of a special
department, rather than a new plant, for their
exclusive use, Walter Spindler of Aluminum
Specialty moved into the stalemate. Hiz offer
to build a plant in Chilton, Wizconsin, was
aceepted by Woolworth.”

Prohibition zoon gave Wisconsin its fifth
aluminum cookware company. The Rosenhei-
mer Malt and Grain Company of Kewaskum
was a profitable enterprize with a dim future.
The Eighteenth Amendment was ratified by
three-fourthe of the states on Janua'q.l' 16
1919, and was to go inte effect in one year,
but because of the wartime food control act
the manufacture of heer actually ended on
Ma}' 1. 1919, a’LrIu[ph Rosenheimer, Sr.. the
owner of the malt plant, had already hegun
to look for anaother profitable investment.’®
Rosenheimer enticed Al Hrom and Arthur
Manthei. the Wentorls' assistants at West
Bend, to help set up the Kewaskum Aluminum
Company “in a rented building just as Ziegler
and two Wentorfs had done at West Bend
eight vears earlier.”™ On October 4. 1910,
the fifth and final successful Wiszconsin com-
pany was incorporated, and shortly there:
after it too began to produce aluminum cook-
ware.

The other two companies that began pro-
duction in 1919 were baoth located in Shehoy-

* Interview with Norman Leyse, July 21, 1967,

" Rock, The Wisconsin Aluminuem Coolware In:
dustry, 116.

*The major sources of information on  Adolph
Rosenheimer are Dean H. Roe, “The Kewaskum Alu-
minum Company™ {unpublished tvpescript, Septem:
her, 19671 Ouickert (ed.), Mistory of Fashingten
County, 200-301, 346-347: and Kewaskam States
mar, May 1, 1926,

“ Roe, “The Kewaskum Aluminum Company,”™ 11.

l]"'

gan and both left the industry before 1925,
Polar Ware Company. a spin-off of the Voll-
rath Company, an old name in enamelware,
was organized in 1908. Shortly after 1023
Polar Ware abandoned the manufacture of
aluminum utenzils becauze it had become
unprofitable. The second company, the She.
boygan Aluminum Company, was a8 com-
p]cl:; failure, Robert Stegeman  lelt Mirro
in 1919 to manage it. The company never
waz very successful; five vears later the plant
was closed and the equipment was sold at
auction, paradoxically. to an Ohio enamel-
ware manufacturer.’®

By 1920 the United States aluminum cook-
ware industry was concentrated in two areas
—sastern  Ohio-western  Pennsylvania, and
eastern Wisconzin, There were no companies
south of the Ohio River and only three small
companies west of the Missiseippi River. The
total utensils industry, other than aluminum,
was concentrated in the more heavily popu-
lated northeastern of the United
States

In the early years the Wisconzin companies
were at a slizght cost disadvantage becausze of
their greater distance from Alcoa. In 1915,
hl;lwlﬁ'ﬂr! .A.il.'i.:lﬂ. E‘I'la]l:_"'ﬂ.{ ii.=| }]liﬂ:‘l]lg fnrmu]a
from F.O.B. pricing at shipping point to
F.O.B. pricing at shipping point, carload
freight allowed. In essenee the change meant
that Alcoa would bear the transport cost
for companies which purchased aluminum in
lots of at least 500 pounds. Consequently, the
cost of aluminum was equalized to all the
relatively large companies.™ The cost of

I'DH'EI}I'I

#This was not the first failore for Stegeman. In
1911 he had left Mirre with several other men
to managze a plant finaneed by the community of
Mauston, Wisconsin, Eighteen months later, when
additional capital was needed, the financial backers
balked, Stegeman returned to Two Rivers to work
for the Standard Aluminom Company and, subse.
gquently, agein for Nirro.

* Rock, The Wisconsin Aluminum Cookware fn-
ustry, 17: '[.'.F.:.I Department of Commerce; Burcan
of the Cenzus, Censws of Manufecteres (Washing-
ton, 1929},

& American Meial Market, Meral Statistics (1065
ed., Mew York, 196501, 541; Aluminum Company of
Americn, “Ceneral Instruetions™ {(unpublizshed com-
pany files, dated September 13, 1930, and March 25,
1901, Companies west of the Missiesippi River
wore: only allowed the carload rate of If'relg]'lt Lk
21, Louis. The sheet aluminum was shipped mainly
by rail.
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Photos courteay Miero Aluminum Co,

These piciures show workers in the early 1920°s in the Mirre Aluminum plans
in Twe Rivers. (Above) oluminnm is being coast inte shabs by Rand: (befow)
the metad Being flat-sheet rofled by hand, ¢ process sinee swmaoded.
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shipping aluminum utensils was a =smaller
share of retail prices than for nonaluminum
I.'umpr:lilnrﬁ_. becauze aluminum utenzils were
relatively  expenzive and the most desired
cookware., In addition, it waz marketed in
ways which minimized transportation costs:
for example, ils light weight made it feasible
te =hip by mail which charged only by weight
and not by volume.

All labor costs, on the other hand. were
relatively low because of the decline of the
lumber industry. The lack of zkilled labor
never became an important barrier. Koenig
and Albert Levse taught themselves the fun-
damcntu]s of toal and di-r; mukintrr,: the rest of
the companies began operations  with  tool
and die makers on their payrolls. Likewise,
the capital requirement was not a difficull
barrier to suceess: for the Aluminum Manu-
facturing Company {1893} it was 20 feet of
factory space, free power, and little else; for
the West Bend Aluminum Company (1911)

and the Kewaskum  Aluminum  Company
(1919) it was ST.000 and 3125000 respec
tively.®

The high price of aluminum was a barrier
tor sucecess that was faced by every manufac-
turer of aluminum products, Alcoa, in com-
mon with many firms. was faced with the per-
petual problem of how to maximize its profits,
but in the context of a monopolist in an in.
dusztry where entry was difficult. Alcoa’s solu-
tion appeared to be to set a price for ingot
aluminum. taking all factors into considera-
tion, that would maintain itz share of the
domestic market at over W per cent™ Tt is
impossible to say whether or not Aleoa's
pricing maximized its profitz in the short Tun.
But over the long run Alcoa was very success-
ful in maintaining ils domestic monopoly. a
more important consideration as far a= Alcoa
was concerned,

In retrospect, the aluminum cockware in-
dustry reduced the high price barrier by edu-
caling housewives through houze-to-house can-

® Rock, The Wisconsin Alpmirum Coolware In-
dusery, 111n., 117,
myhid., 82 D74,

vassing and demonstrations and giving free
samples as premiums. A sccond way of re
ducing the price barrier had a positive ef-
fect emly in the short vun. After World War
I the thickness of the aluminam utensils was
reduced by some companies until the lower
aluminum cost made ils price competitive,
This thin cookware { one-hundredth of an inch
thick) was only a temporary help and Jater
a hindrance hecause of itz shart useful life
Aluminum cookware manufacturers were espe.
cially affected by Alcoa’s continual effort to
establish a higher price for aluminum, be-
cause all the -.‘.nrup:*tilivn ctmkjllg utensils
were made of cheaper materials, The supply
and, accordingly, the demand for aluminum
cookware were closely tied Lo the price of
aluminum because of the large share of total
cost, approximatley 23 per cent, it consti.
Luted 3

The potential demand for aluminum ulen-
sils was also reduced somewhat by antialumi-
nim propaganda, Antialuminum propaganda,
spread by compelitive cookware manufactur-
ers, attacked aluminum cookware az poizon-
ous, as provocative of cancer, and as a cause
of sterility, These attacks were not repudiated
5}'5Iemaliua":.' until after 1920.% But }.rj' 1920
the potential barriers which had made Wis-
conzin an unlikely location for the aluminum
manufacturing industry had been successfully
negotiated by [ive companies. and their fu-
Lure: suUCCEss was ﬂﬂ!ﬁl!rtﬂ[l.

Success, however. did not spoil Joseph
Koenig, Always the resolute, bul irascihle.
entreprencur, he did not allow his duties as
vice-president and director of Mirro to stop
him from organizing several other companies,
among them the Metal Ware Corporation to
manufacture  nickel-plated copper  cooking
utensile. Nor did he mellow with age. After
runming in Two Rivers' mayoral race and
losing, he expressed his displeasure by build-
ing hiz retirement home in Manitowoc.

P Ibid., 171-175
* {fid., 39,
=i hid . 300313,
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West

By Clark Kidder

years knows of the intense complexity of the situation,
and the ongoing balance of rights and protection for
cvervone involved—the children, the adoptive and hirth par-

! nyone who has been touched by an adoption in recent

cnts, grandparents, and other family. Between the legal nego-
tiations, the extended travel, and the seemingly endless
waiting, it =cems impossible that there was a time in our state’s
history when children of all ages arrived in town, with just a
few weeks notice, seeking homes and families. From 1854
and 1929, about 150,000 voungsters, and cven a few adults,
were part of a program known then as placing out. While the
trains these children traveled on were often referred to as
“haby trains” and “mercy trains” in their day, they are now
known as the orphan traing By 1910 the Children’s Aid Soci-
ety of New York City, a leader among the charitable institu-
tions that used the nation’s railways to deliver sought-after
children to the country’s Midwest, reported that they had sem
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2,750 children
and poor families
to new homes in
Wisconsin ac-
cording to its an-
nual report of the
EAINE Yeal

While  doing
genealogical re-
scarch on my
family in the
19808, T learned
that mv paternal
grandmaother, Em-
ily Reese) Kid-
der, was an o
phan train rider.
Dhring  her life
time, 1892-1986,
my grandmother
would often speak
of living in a
Brooklyn, New
York, crphanage,
and then being
brought west ona
train by a Sewv
cnth-Day Adven-
tist minkster named

Placing sgene 5 D Clarke snd b awstant Anva Lagra HiE ashered thy group of oidldrer i Hoplintoes,

“Inmate” of the
Tnclustrial School
for Girls and
gave coual weight
to girls who were
simply “stubborn
and unruly” as to
those who were
“viciously im
clined,” “Truants,
vagrants, and beg-
gars” were also
deemed “proper
subjects” for the
school, Those in
danger of vice
and 1mmorality
and those who
hail committed ad-
ult erimes round-
ed out the [st.
Children came to
live in charitable
and reformatory
institutions by
any type of ac-
tior, their own
or a parcnt's,
that made them

Courtesy of the author

Towa, March 15, 1905, By Reee traveled witl this prosp @ far as Chtnago, tefere she tnas plaged to

H. D. Clarke. It
was not until 1
received informa-
tion from the Orphan Tram Herdtage Socicty of America in
1989, however, that I began to understand that my grandmoth-
er was a part of something so big. Unfortunately, it was not until
after her death that I discovered many of the unspoken chapters
of her own story, beginning with the revelation that she was not
an orphan at all, but abandoned at the age of eight, by her par-
cnts, Lewis and Laura (Scott] Beese when they legally separated,

The term “nrphan train™ is misleading, as the majority of
the children, like my grandmother, were not true orphans,
This term gained wider use only after CBS ran a fictinnal
miniserics about the topic in the 1970s, according to Stephen

O'Conner 1n his book, The Orphan Tramns: The Story of

Charles Loring Brace and the Children He Saved and Failed.
It many cases, one or both parents were still alive, but simply
unable to care for their children, for reasons such as spousal
desertion and destitution. Many children came from institu-
tiong in New York, deemed juvenile delinguents although one
miuzt consider nineteenth- and early twentieth-century crite-
ria for delingquency and had behavior. Wisconsin's Blue Book
for 1885 delincated five reasons a minor girl should be an

T R

dependent, dan-
gerous, or both,

In New Yaork,
things were much the same. My mrandmother and her older
brother Richard, the last of ten children, came into the care
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children in
1900, Thiz institution soon transferred them to an orphanage
called the Home tor Destitute Children, in Brooklyn, where a
family adopted Richard in 1902, Emily, however, was to
spend six long years of her life at the grphanage, In 1906
Emily was trangderred to the Elizabeth Home for Girls, a
reform school for so-called “incorrigible girls.” Not long afier
she armrived, the school placed Emily with a woman “for train-
ing” of'a general nature but that tenure was bricf, At the age
of thirteen, Emily then came into the custody of the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society, and on March 13 of that vear she board-
ed an orphan train bound for Hopkinton, Lowa,

The program known az placing out began with the Chil-
dren's Aid Socicty of New York Gity, founded by Charles
Loring Brace, although other organizations soon took up the
practice. Each agency adopted its own placing out policies,
but in all cases trains were used to transport the children to
their new homes, Nearly every state in the Union reccived
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these children, but the midwestern states were especially pop-
ular. The focus on them reflects the philosophy of Brace and
others who believed fervently that city life and its industrial
environment was the direct canse of the problems that their
young charges faced. Annette R Fry, in her book, The
Chrphan Trains, quotes Charles Loring Brace in describing his
ideal, “The best of all asylums for the outcast child is the
farmer’s home.” The agricultural communities of the mid-
western frontier were by far the most attractive to New York's
charitable socictics

Typically, the different societies rounded up groups rang-
ing from #ix to more than one hundred children from the
streets and crphanages of the big cities, bathed the children,
fitted them with new clothes and shoes, sometimes gave them
cach a hihle, and then sent them on the trains to new,
unknown homes. In the case of the Children’s Aid Socicty,
advertisements were placed in local newspapers in the desti-
nation communities, where a commitiee, established approx-
imately two weeks prior to the arrival of the train, would
handle the necessary arrangements for the children’s arrival,
especially posting bills and helping the agents determine the
best matches. On the scheduled arrival date, prospective fos-
ter parvents would come ftom as far as thiny miles away (o
take their pick of a new son or daoghier,

v grandmother’s jowrney started out smilarly to
|\ ,." I other children's, but, according to Aid Society
records, her initial placement was unique. Like
everyone in her group, she would have been bathed and given
new clothes. All the children were allowed to take a few keep-
gakes with them, but Emily had only one: a small round brass
brooch, with a photo of her father, Lewis Beese, Her group
Icht the offices of the United Charitics Building by strectcar
argunid noon, and then crossed by ferry to the New Jersey
shore. Here, they boarded a special car on the train. The rail-
ways often provided special cars and free passes for the trans-
portation of the children. Duning the journey, the children
were fed sandwiches and would sleep in their seats,

The trip from New York to Chicago required a full day
and night. Upon reaching Chicago’s Union Station, the
oroups changed trains, bound for a specific region and the
children's new homes, In my grandmother's caze, however,
Rev. H. D. Clarke, the placing agent, had received a letter
from a couple, Mr. and Mrs. C. U, Parker, who were inter-
ested in taking a givl inte their home, The Parkers met the
aroup at the train station, as Clarke had requested, in orderto
meet the children and zee if any of the girls interested them.,
After the couple had conversed with the group for some time,
Emily stepped forward and declared that she would like to go
live with them, Bev, Clarke conzented, and while the remain-

ing children boarded a train or lowa, Emily went home with
the Parkers,

After arriving in Hopkinton, Iowa, Clarke penned a letter
to the Aid Society on Hotel Hopkinton stationery, It read in

part:

Mr. And Mirs Parker met us at Union Stavon. He has no
chifdren. He is a fine Christian man, and wife of excellent
family. He is city inspector of walks, Mr. Parker is 2 well-odu-
cated man and I have read fine articles from his pen. If there
15 any katch about this procedure, let me know. Emly will
have good advantages and refined and Christian influcnces if
she stays in that home. I know as yet, nothing of Emily’s dis-
oo,

My grandmother's initial placement was an uncommon
one, for most children remained on the trains until they
reached their scheduled destinations, Onee a train arrived in
a town, generally in the moming, the children would be
marched over to the courthouse, or the stage of an opera
house, where the agents would line them up, often telling the
children to sing, dance, or otherwise perform for the audi-
ence. The placing agent would speak to the crowd, and at the
end af his speech, he would call cach child forward, giving the
child’s name, nationality, traits, and any other background
information. The agent then invited prospective foster parents
t ingpect the children, in the sgame manner in which they'd
ingpect cattle: publicly, critically, and without any sense of the
child’s feelings. The group would adjoum for the moming,
and any interested partics would return for an afternoon ses-
sion where the local committee would assist in placing the
children. Children who were not chosen remained in town for
several days, while the agent ingpected the homes of the new
[oster pavents, and conducted [ollow-up visits with children
who they had previously placed in the area.

The New York Foundling Hospital, a Catholic-run organ-
ization, decided upon foster parents prior to sending the chil-
dren west on the train. The hospital assigned each child a
number, and sewed the name of the new foster parents into
the child’s collar. The Children’s Aid Society usually placed
Frotestant children in Protestant homes, and the Foundling
Hospital placed Catholic children in Catholic homes, The
Foundling Hospital sent a great many children to Wisconsin
as well. In its annual report for 1898, one religious sister
wrote: “We arrived in Wisconsin with our twenty-five little
charges to find their good foster papas and mamas awaiting
our coming. We systematically gave out the children to the
persons for whom they were destined except two, whose
would-he parents, misunderstanding the time of our arrival,
missed us. These little ones were quickly asked for by lookers-
on who, it @eemed, were nearly 1000 in number.”

Although references o “papas and mamas” occur
throughout the records of the various agencies, all of the doc-
uments uscd in the various states indicate that these socictios
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Coame Dut and Hear the Address,

[(TTE] L
H. D. CLARKE, Agt.
oo rtesy of e sathecr
The e sit e ot "theokors " e miw e Fooatl AT ahomatoy coumame witvias
clangalal whe prmatlores @B cnpbety s ol 2ohow whew el fn B,
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arnu] their agents racogmized that adoption wag ot the andict
pated] goal D many childen, The practcs of placing gut a
child allowed 2 whols range of freatment of that child fror 2
full kgml adopton 1o a D of moentme, Indentring a

cependent chd reaghd sriks v as repugnant today, atit wag
an arceptad and koal practice in Wicorgin and skven gther
states il 1927, According 1o The History oft e State Bopard
of Cowdral of Wsoorsdn, Wimmein allowed older chiliren
who wer reddents of the state moesmial sehook ) work or
prity molivichak mnogchanggs for their sappor and mams-
rance, Alhoagh Wismnsin and neighboring state; regimictad]
privaty omanimtions liks the Children’s Aid Sociaty withan
mergagne marber of ol and concditiong ggr e, the
orphian traing kept corning,

Onrzrall itappears that children yoarger than their tsnags
wears could hold soree reaxonabls axpectation of tems fulby
aloptad, that iz, accaptad erocticrally and laaElly as a farodly
meernher, Teenagars were ok likely 10 be weated as “help™
ani] hag] to garn their leep although aliowed sorne s 1o
attznud school, Both the general raguirsrnent; posted on diag
and the spacific temrng of the contract; the adwlts dered reflent
thege axpactatong, Ome of Clarke’s general fliars raacs, mopart:
“thige children shall b propedy clothed, weatad as moembers
of the faredly, given proper school adhantagss, and BIoain o
the fariby untl they are sightzen yean of age ™ But the con-
Tacts wars rors speciic (the temos for gids wers siodlar with
oo cifferancs in age requirerenty):

Terrs on Wihich Boys are Placed in Hones
Applications must be andorsed by the Local ClompEttes

Eoys under 18 peam of age, # not fegally sdopted, nuist be
retined a5 mernbers of the Gl and sent toschool 2ocondeg
to the Edicatipeal Laws of the State, untdl they ane 18 pean
ok, Sudtzbds prondgon most then be mada for Hhedr finuTs,

Bops 15 years of age most be reteined a5 merben of the
Eredy and sent to sohonl drng the wintar mondh; until they
ira J’?}r.gazs ald, when & mariead smanganent may be mads,

Boys over 16 years of age mest be retaingd &5 mermber of
the fzrely for one year, after wiich @ mwwal arrangeamant
ey be medes,

FParbas taldng boys agmes 0 woits fo the Socisly ot Jeast
oRce @ pear, or fo fave the bows dao 5o,

Hemovaly of boys proving wrgatifactony can be armnged
tHaongl the Locad Corrardttee or 2k Agent of the Socay, the
ARy agTesny o ravuin the boy & rezsonabls Lngih of Hme
after nowifjdng the Socigly of the dared changs,

If for any reason, the child fas 0 be removed Tom the
fptisafcdd, the SRifdrants Axd Socigty does @t &t it5 one
SEDERGE,

Aggnts had the respongbility to check anrmally on the
boreee 1ifz of the placed ot chidren, reroyving thern oo git-
aticms whers sither the child or the parants waere wohappy or
cdizzatifed, If the agent did not armig inoa tAroely MATOET 1
mrogye a chikd, the chikd wovld often nme ayay to gacaps
abwsg, angd both abwsa and the act of nannine aywey appearsd]
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to be quite common. Clarke noted in one of his many reports
that, “an owphan’s faults are magnified above others” and
recorded ome case where a child was cast away from his foster
home for “dipping his finger in the jelly jar.” Another child
was sent away for “swatting too many flics,” an act that dis-
played too much aggression. Knowing the difficulties and
potential abuse that awaited so many of the children, the
Children’s Aid Society discouraged the placement of siblings
in the same houschold, for Society leaders feared any existing
feuds would provide foster parents with a built-in excuse to
have them removed. One of the great tragedies of the crphan
trains iz that many children were not allowed to have any fur-
ther contact with family or friends.

My grandmother’s separation from her siblings ocourred
long before she boarded the train west, but she, like many oth-
crs, had to be plced scveral times over. Her firg placement,

with the Parkers, came to an end at the end of the summer of

1906, just months after her arrival. Clarke, on his return from
placing the remamder of the children in her group, visited the
Parker home on April 9 and found it acceptable, reporting it to
be a “wvery pretty home, Mr. Parker built it and owns it. Has
lived there about 13 years, Salid man, Home well furnished. 1
think girl betier suited than with average farm boys in the home
on farm. Thus far she has pleased them and = quiet and maod-
et and says she will do her begt to keep such a good home and
kind friends, Calls them uncle and aunt, Mrs, Parker seems to
hawve tact. But of course, time must tell the story.”
Untiortunately, by the end of the summer, Mrs. Parker had
developed serious health problems, and the Parkers gave up
Emily. From August 1905 through April 1910 H. D). Clarke
placed Emily in five more homes, totaling six different foster
hornes across three different states in just four yvears, The Pel-
ham family of Malone, Iowa found her quarrclsome and
“saucy.” The Browns of Le Claire, lowa, according to a 1908
report “robbed her of the years” school and her clothes,” mean-
ing they did not send her to achool for the year or provide her

with new clothes as they'd amreed to do. The Kellogy tamily of

Lanzing, Iowa, then took Emily, and she wraote positively, if not
grammatically, to Clarke about her life on December 26, 1908:

Dhear Sir—

I recerved vour Ietier quite 2 while ago but did not answer, T
go to school with the children that T live with, Istay at home and
help with the work, I have not any photograph fo sent. We five
2V mules south cast of Waukon. 1 do not know of the future years
what I am going to do. T ohink T will be a dressmaker. I befieved
I wall start o sew next summer. Well, I'vall close this time.
Your Truly,

Emily Reese

The Kelloges planned to move to Wisconsin in 1909 and
alr.hough they sought and received the nee cazary conscnt from

ﬁth-nsy of the: author

I spite of ber tumsltnons childiood the autbor's prandwotien, Ewily Rese,
storvened dl trewtment and indeiference

Clarke to take Emily with them, later in the vear they con-
tacted Clarke, requesting him to remove her. The family
attended a Seventh-Day Adventist Clamp in nearby Waukon,
Iowa, taking Emily along but with no intention of bringing
her home with them, according to Clarke’s report. Clarke
took her from Wankon and placed her in her first Wisconsin
home on Seplember 1, 1909, with the Mikkelson family in
Milton Junction. My grandmother didn't know it at the time,

but she would live nearly all the rest of her life i the Milton
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arga, Her fmal fogter horre was with a rearhy farodly, the
Conrmeye, I armn awars of two acdditonal trees when Clhrks
heard frorn rog grandrogther, Once when she agked him to
help her ooy books 1 3 rsing covrse, and again when she
writz biro a brisf bat happy postcard dated March 8, 1912:

Dearfriend,

Pacaived your Jast Lftar sonee Shee ago will amswer soomr I
teourefet I ypordd Jet you fnow that I are arpacted fo be mar-
med the 87th of #hds mo, To M, Eanf Hidder of course pou
viell be grrprise,

Errdly Rasgzs

At the age of severdzen, Erndy Fage mamizid Earl Eidder
and endad her crphan deys, Both of Earl’y parents and his
fipwr gblires tecarn: Emdys new farndly, and she and Earl
woald celebrate sevendy-inar years of marmhss, welooros
seven childran ne of whorn clisd at birthy, and sandve the
Depression, Wodd War I, and the sveryday toublss of farma
lifz n aowthern Wit Tsin,

Erciby was nut the only orphan train child 40 vz 2 happy,
porochactive achal Life, Ore of the mooat successtial chidren s
i Wiszonsin wes Thomas Jefferson Curmingbarm, who
becarns roayor of Shippewa Fallsin the 1880s and Bter saoed
a3 WhDIsin Seoratary of State, A promonent foars in Deroo-
cratic party circles, Chnnirehamn wag a fisnd oo three-tmes
pregcental canchicats Willam [annmes Bran, and a deloats
D saventzen ratioral political coTerentions, serving as the oldh
gt celemate at the 1940 conventon where Franklin I, Faoo-
sepelt wag Te-norninatad, Altheogh his Al 28, 194], ghitwery
in Madikon's caily newspansr, The Capitel Times, Toakes oo
reention of Curmdinghern’s armval in Wissoregn ag an orphan
train degr, the Childeris A $ocity mantained flas on i
argl ity 1347 arouml report cordrined thess srdrizs; frst, 2 copy
of a ktter rephing 10 a quary forn Mew York:

A Poor Boy Bacarns MAYOR
Dazr Sar;

I Rave just racedved the information dhat youw safad e o
set for you abont e pouwns ek sent o Wihconsn trough
Four Socily, HEs name & Thomeas O—, Chippens Falf,
Wiz, one of the perty who want whan my brother vwarg, e
feas bean mayor, alin @ mamber of the Legislanre,

Yourm respectivals,
E, Ostaryeld

Senond] was thiz desciption of Cinningharn’s earhy years
in Wissomsn:

Tharnes O—, dge 18, Ompf A Cosg West weth M, Fry,
Arvpgragt 10, 1860, Placed with R, —, Stonghton, Wis Wiots
to fim Jen, 26, 1870, —No reply, Wrote to fm Sept,, 1870,

Ml precberapts on this pege ane 20Tbesy ot sl

Eife Foaems oot The ol prdmen atl W
bl she Ewly s ctrritumth
vty il Etrd Plck L B £he B SRy
Ak 20y Btz 2os s e 2oieh @
el froeecl @ o e F it o B fadhes
B e £t ikl Lomcn, S fpd i it £
wonam i bt e B B o o e s

Chicago Milwaukee & StPaul
1204

B 1 F WA,

Prss Aver £ A (s, rﬂ*

Ne 2000 |

v e ¢ vt Pl arvmppiondcsn Wl e ot AiRceliog, £ 50 Pl
vimrecl sl prinnen b il wamnds dw ol o Rl s TR e
s e g o <Pl
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—Mp repdy, Whate to fére Apnd, 1871 —MNo reply, Wirobe to

fure Sgot, 1871 —No reply, Wrote to fdm Mareh 12, 1872,

In reply, M, B, [— woites March 25, 113;-"'2} that Thomss

LB fdtn, and vent fo Wookin & printing ofBce, whers e

workad o some Smer sew R some Sime oVer 2 year ago, He

¥as wonbing in Foscobal salsing orders BT oards, st
Pever foard Fom fém sdnes,

Ay gady 3y Curnninghard amival oo the
1570, the systero of placing ot carne wodsr
clea scmatiney, an] at tioes crifickro, fom the
philanthmpic world, H, H, Giles fioon Wisto e
s Board of Charitiss and Bafomn corormert-
edon the irflwe of boys foorn Mew York in hiz
anrmal report for 1875, “iour fisnck o, L, ey
York have contributed o the population of [the
indhwstrial] school [fr boys in Wavkeshal, | . .

Seerity years Eter I retwrmed 1o roy srandroothers natss city
anid visiterd the Chikdran's Aid Socisty, and to oy srnazermert,
they still had a mather phaap file oo ooy grncrogther, meleg-
I 3 latter fromn 3 Peese consin, searchine for moomls on
Ernily, which opered wp a whols new live of farodby reseamh,
More aTnarme 10 T was cisrofering that 3 woran m

roy horoetown of Mt wag the widow of Baverznd
H, D, Qlatks’s grandson, She had in her posses-
siom thrze of aven hand-typed kather bownd
volnes with gactergive records of e children
Chrke had plead owr his decaces with the
Childreris Aid Socisty, Hi jourmals and amp-
bk were filled with vivid dageriptiong of e
children, 3z well as phots and MangTipts of
thair letters, In acdmion, birth, rarmage, and
ceath dates were inchaded for 3 good noraber of
thern, as well a3 mformeation on who ook the chi-

Whilz we carnnot rzsist the bringirne arogme wg ety of e LA e drer, aned how they reacds gt in lifs, T komew that
of thege fret waif, we can and do mogt Cherls Devvp B el the recomds and photographs nesdad o be pre-
sartestly protst agairgt o7 Alhough this O FCRRRwRAUSGR gameed fr pogterity, so afterlocating all tt ore
board and ity succegors wowld contrms to m:vﬂﬁ.:m of the sen [ gatherad all the informoation
protest over the decades stz Bw would 0t ganadher pasere e Bopgdd 0Ether inoa drels book which was published

officially pmbibit the imporEton or expor-
tion of children batwsesn Wistongn and other
statgs urdi the pagace of the Childrers Code, 45,42 in 1929,

Atthe mrne troe Wicorsin had baen puaghed itdg the natiore
al lirnelicht, coticized by the Matgral Children’s Biregan for it
practice of chdld inderdars, and pregsvred 1 find “Tooe mtelli-
gent child care sanvices”™ A stady mothe publication, Sefoal 2nd
Socdaty, that mrne year cited] chikiren who were “worksd virns:
ally a5 wrpaid sarants in howgholk and on farmeg, ofgn
cdeprived of schoobing and |, |, | aoreetirees craelby treatad

By 1925 the lagt of the grphan tming rolld down ths tracls,

Drphuan Treadn
Destinationm in Wisosin

2 STl Feniiey Sy
O ol sAE Ruriag
D FEmmal

BBl

feReresde Fhe e ARichoes

in 2001 by Heritage Books, and ttlad, Cmplhas
Trzing and Ther Frecow Cargos The Lifss
Wiat of Ray M, O, Cllante,

During the pmeess of wnoonvenne the facts of oy grand-
rogther’; bz, Ie coroe to realize how wry Hrarats thogz chd-
ciram ara that grow wp ino 2 stabl: hougehold, with the Love and
roarturing of thelr parendts, and extencied farily, Perhaps sore
of the reacders of thiz articlz will he ablk 10 “oTmoect” ome of
fhuzit farriby roernbers to the grphen traing, and will ako be shl
0 b2 a partofthi fsenatng clapter m ATLETIcR's history, o

About the Author
Clark Kiddey redides i mdial Wissonsin
wiere hie and nis Wik Linda and soens
Ftiy =1d hatEn f[anm e nundied
acias of [39d, He iz 3 feslanos wiiley
and has aulncred Soveral beoks,
naluding A Gorssloqy af the Lo
Family, JFaimily  Tree Puldizshers,
2033]. ClEk hEs fmeed his Kidder
it 1S Sac i 1320 00 Maresiad, Sussea, England. Heis adi-
il Serding 35 Wice Fragiden] o fie Brand of Direciors of
e Millen Hedss Mussun, 3 Meicnal Endmaik issated in
M, WissdiSin, He iS5 alss Diresky of the Vlisaman
Trnan Tran Fesdarch Senla.
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Finding Records of Orphan Train Riders

By Mail

Braaklhy Nursery and Infant's Hospitzl
cio Salvation Ammy

Foster Homea and Adopton Sanvices
233 East 17t Strast

Me Yok, NY 10005

Childran's Aid Sociaty
Offica of Closed Records
Attertion: Victor Remer
150 East 458 Strast
Mew ok, MY 10017

Home for the Frendiass

{Establishad by The Amencan Femala
Guardian Soclety—Foundad n 1824)
Records ara being indaxed by:

The Crphan Train Hantags Socety of
America

614 E. Emma Avenue, Suite 115
Springdate, AR T2704-4634

Mew York Juvende Asvium—Founded in 1851
oo Children's Vilags

Offica of Alurme Affsies

Dobbs Femry, MY 10522

Five Points House of Industry

cfo Grear-Woodyerest and Hope Farm
hir. Btark Lukens, Cinactor

Crysial Run Village

RD 2, Box 93

Midcletown, NY 10840

Brookly Home for Chdren—3ince 1921
{fermarty The Home for Destitute Children—
Foundad in 1884)

clo Forestdale, Inc.

67-35 112th Strest

Forest Hilis, NY 113752349

Open Monday fhrough Friday (9=5 p.m_)

Mew England Home for Litle Wanderers
850 Boyiston Sireet, Suite 201
Chestnut Hill, & 02157

Mew York Child's Foster Home Services (for
Shetaring Ams and Speedwel records)
cfo Sheltering Arms

122 East 29%h Street

Mew Yor, NY 10016

Mew York Infart Asylum {mergad in 19710 with
Mew Yok Nursery and Child's Hosprtal)

cfo Mrs. Adele Lemer

hedical Archives

Mew York Hospital Comell Medcal Center
1300 York Avanua

Mew Yorke, NY 10021

Omphan Traln Hertage Soclety of America
514 East Emma Avenus, Suite 115
Sprngdals, AR T27E4-4634

PH: 479-756-2730

FAM: ATO-TEE-0760

E-mail: othaa@@msn_com

Website: hitpffenew orphantrainriders.com
{Publishes a quarterly, has documerted infor-
mation on over 10,000 Aders, and sponsers
arphan train Ader reunions)

Mew York Foundling Hospetal (New Yok
Fouwrdling Asylum—Foundead in 1369)
Department of Closed Records

580 Avenue of the Amercas

Wew York, NY 10011-2018
T15-596-5555

The Orphan Asylum Society of Brookhmn—
Foundad in 1832

el Brookwood Child Care {(1960—prasant)
25 Washingfon

Brooklyn, NY 11201

{Hava records back to 1855)

Original records were sant o

Urivarsity of Minnesota—Socal Welfare
History Archives

101 Walter Library

117 Plaasant Sirest, 3. E.

Minneapoiis, MN 55455

Fifp:iispacial Bh umn edwswha

The Orphan Asylum Sociaty of Mew York City
wfo Graham-Windham Services to Families and
Chill dren

One South Broadway

Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10708

On the Web

Legends & Lagacies: Orphahages

Browsae the growing list of known orphanages
natlonally and intematonally, plus kearn about
the history and typas of orphanages.

niip/ Ao leg ands. calorphanages!
orphanages. iml

Orprfian Traing—The Amercan Expeniance
PBS documentary examines the efforts of the
Children's Ald Soclaty to find rural homeas for
homedess city youths betweaen 1850 and 1929
htiptaeiae pbs . orgiwgbhvipage s amexdorphan

Orpfran Trafns of Kansss

Search for the lost history and ancesiry of
arphan chidren sent for the strests of New
York to the West betwean 1867 and 1930

A graat site for Kansas omphan frain research.
g faneee kancoll org/articlaslemphans)

Cipfiany Traln Riders Histony

Howard Huml recounts his chldhood as &
J-yaar-old crphan train rider with s G-year-ald
brother in upstate New York, 1925,

mifpe fwasesr hiamilton. netisubsenbersburd indas. himl

Crphan Trake Herfage Society of Amenica
MaBonal society that aids researchers of
arphan fraln nders, sponsons reunions of Aders,
and pubishes a quarerdy newslatier

i orphantrainddens. com

For Further Reading

Oplalt Trais aid Thedr Preciols Gargo:

The Lifes Work of Rev. H. D, Clarie

By Clark Kidder

{Hentage Books, Inc.. 524.95). Onder direct
from the publiisher at B00-398-7709, or visit
their web site at kit hartagabooks com.
Alzo avadable on Amazon.com

Chitdveny's Ald Soclety. Amnual Repoits 1=-140.
Meew York: 18541863

Reprint. Amo Prass and New York Times,
1971 (how handled by Ayver Comgany
Fublishers, Salam, Naw Hampshira),

The Orphan Trahs: Placing Ouwl in Ameries
By Marlyn Indn Haolt
{University of Nebraska Press, 1992)

Qrphatt Traf Riders—Thair O Storfas,
Wiols, 1=5

By Mary Ellen Johnzon, and Kay B. Hall
{Batimore: Gatewsy Prass)

Available from the Cephan Train Hesitage
Soclety of Ameanca

The Qrpfan Trains: The Stary of Charles
Lewing Brace and the Chilldren He Saved
atrnd Falled

By Stephen O Connor

{Haughton Mifflin Co., $18.85)

Oiphait Tralis to MissowT
By Patrick and Trickel
{University of Missows Prass, 55.935)

Flovd Tomwmsend
in gharkling oem
dothes, was
Placed i e Wiy,
Iea, in 1904,

Courrtasy of the author
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PEARL RUSH

BY GEORGE JOHNSON

For an event that lured such numbers of Wisconsin's
population into 1ts rivers in search of istant riches, the
Pearl Rush has received remarkably hinde attenton.
The tumult that would go on 1o cngull communites
across the United States began in the village ol Albany,
30 miles south of Madison, in August 1889, The pearl
that trigeered it all was found ina clam from the Sugar
River, which flows through the middle of Albany.

[t was the Gilded Age, idenafied by its often extrav-
agant displays of wealth. Pearls, a long-standing mcas-
ure of political and financial status, were rising steadily
i value at the ime and would reach “astronomic [sic]
heights between 1893 and 1907, Tradinonal sources,
including the legendary pearl waters of the Persian
Gulfand the Indian Ocean, couldn’t supply this grow-
ing demand. [s no wonder the discovery of salable
pearls, free for the taking in local streams, set off what
newspapers immediately dubbed a “eraze.” Rural Wis-
consin Iolk would soon be hitching up their pants and
skirts, wading in, and competing in the same world
pearl market as naked divers working salvwater reefs
halfway around the world.

New York gem expert George F, Kunz ook special
note of the discoveries in Wisconsin and recorded the:
spread of pearl rushes that followed. In 1897, he pub-
lished the Arst report of these new pearl sources, calling
the rush phenomenon “the pearl excitement.™ In
1908, he provided the most comprehensive summary of
the US rush in his Book of the Pearl, written with fish-

eries specialist Charles H. Stevenson.”
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A clam i the Sugar River at Albary, fall 2011

Albany was not the first pear] rush o the United States;
Kunz ahserved a short-hved 1857 rush in the Nowh Broak in

nortliern New Jersev.® Tn 1878, Kin personally investipated a

larger rush in-southwest Ohio's Little Miami River.” News of

these two early rushes and other widely seattered pear] finds
was reaching the US jewel trade: which traditionally had deall
i oriental pearls.: Business eaders in the gem mdustry were
sensing that they could sell pearls from their ovmn rivers, bat it
was the Albany rush that revealed people would do the time-

corsuming work of inding pearls without any pudrantee of

pavment in advance. And buyers quickly diseovered they could
miake a lviog dealing in the peatls warned ap by this unpaid
Labor foree, Overnight a new industry was born out of this
homegrown lotery:

Kunz and Stevenson, while acourate in most vespects, failed

to identty the Sugar River find as the pearl rush equivalent of

the gold nugzer at Sutter’s Mill, They erroneously siated that
the first pearl was found in the nearby Pecatonica River,” But
1t is Kune who mives us the scope and conwsxe of the rush as it
expanded natonwide: In a few years, the United States was
supplying eight percent ol the burgeoning pear trade, ranking

third among world sources of gemstone-quality pearls.’

The Albany Beginning

In the summer of 1889, without the benefit of any back-
eround knowledge of pearls, B E. Atherton, editor and pro-
prietor of the weekly Albany Vindicator, sensed that something
|I|1_: Wils ]‘Iili'llﬂ'l:i]];_'\. |'IH||_ fil |i.|'|‘|1" 'h':'l'll'll. il L]l‘l_'li,li'iilil'll'l1?‘"':":'}“'1"' []11'
death of a president claimed a headline ooly a column in
width, on August 8, 1889 he used his largest tvpe fce and
stacked his headlines four high to trumpet the near Iivsreria
that had enoulied the town

“PEARLS™
EVERYBOINY HUNTING THEM!
Oine is Found That s Worth 3100
BETTER THAN A GOLD MINE!

Congider that $100 in 1889 was equivalent to $2,400

I_I_H.iﬂ} illll:l hi:._"_{_'hﬁ‘"l .'IIIIII I?I il.'Ei"r '||1"i|,| |‘5 '\'l.'l.]l]ll:! STH I f;:]”.iﬂ'l'. +

The alert weekly in nearby Monvoe, The Monroe Sendned,
had aowally seooped Albany's editor by one dav, On Wednes
day, August 7, their headline “Albany Pearl Fisheries” reported
a seene “wild with exeitement,” And by Friday, the big city
dailies were acting on the Monroe and Albany articles,” The
.‘f”l'l'-'][n'ﬁ'f"f' }I:I'\“l'].l'lll"lr -II'I“i.lfl'IH'l'l_'i ‘.lll.' .'.'li'Fi'I.".l'-.l| £rm H\"i‘lll |.|='|"
headline: “MAD OVER PEARLS—Suange Craze at Albany
in This Stare—PEARLS FTOUND IN CLAM SHELLS IN
SUGAR RIVER—Hundreds of Men, Wamen and Children
Engaged in a Mad Scramble for the Shells
Bed of the Creek, "

{}il .\IUI‘I{LI"\. .'\I_l}_{llh[ |:..‘!.. ;"\I”'l"ri:ﬂlki'f'.?.‘i |‘fllf'|'|'”-“'f'||l i'”‘l”i“llﬂ'il

Digeing in the

its Adbany reporung with the observaton thar “this licde wown
of B04) inhabitanis has pone completely l.'r.'ur.}'."” Thar same
day, a reporter for Madison’s Wisconsin Staie Journal had
conmpleted a two-duy ratlroad tour of the Sugar River and filed
i lengthy piece detailing the singular nature of the Albany
hi'l]]l”']li“;;".‘i. EII:' ||i:|||:| ||I.l|]|' \}?I#'ilqlirf-hugkll Ri"."'[' -.ijl'ili'] E'Iihh'
g downstrean iy Brodhead and north inge Madison where
“fullv two dozen people were in Lake Monona Bay & . and
quite a number of pearls were fnd " In addition, pear
rushes at Darlington in the Pecatonica River and at Fort
Atkinson in the Rock River were reported that week in the
"?.I"[”r-”f'.ll. 13 '|-||:'n1' |'i"|'|i'r'3 WYere ti’ll“":'. 'l-‘u'i||‘|. "u'l.'i”i'l‘illl:"l!' ||'|i,|.[
included many more communities, Pearls were also reported
i the Missssippt in the Prairde Ow Chien Unfon on Augast 14
and 15 with a mexture of fact andia hint of disdain for the
enthusiasm shown by these unconventional fortune Seckers;
“It 15 fun for the bovs but hard on the clams" With {all tem
|_Jﬂ'|.'|.||”'l:":‘\ HE‘E” Wl Il 1'|||:|||_L:'|| 'Ii” [Jl'“li]l' 84 ] r_‘ﬂu:' (L8 |i:|1' '|‘|'..1!|."|."i:,
we lind newspapers elling of mass excitement in numerous
Wisconsin communities in lare 10889 "

The spring warm-up in 1890 reenergized the Wisconsin
rush and added more wawiis; Chilton, Columbus, and Mok

wonago. In all, at least 25 commumities experienced rushes

wisconsinhistory.org
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Pearlers liked the shallows
of the Sugar River as In this
stretch below a dam near
Broadhead, undated

In early August 1885,
Albary residents Nacked by
the hundreds to this part of
the Sugar River, setting off
the Amercan Pearl Rush.

STLERINEE
R:JM MAIN i
VIEW L00KING 5“"““ ALBANY, WIS
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RUBIES,

within the first two vears of the Albany
rush, and there are probably many yet
0 be discovered, ™ Kunz and Steven-
son place rushes n 1890 mostly in
Wisconsin and its sureounding states,
Fivers in the mid-south, especially

ENERALDS,

Tenmessee, quickly hecame centers of
pear] acovity. By 1895, folks in rural
Arkansas were pearding in such num-

JAPPHRIRES,

hers that “the local papers reported
much apprehension and difficulty in
harvesting the cotton.”™ Continuing

ever outward, pearling fevers erupted
ina few places in Georgia and Florida
inn 1897 and were stirring the populace
in Maine in 1901,

Exactly wha brought aboul the rush
in Adbany, this most unlikely ol com-

'S ORIENTAL
PEARLS,

mumities s smallest of rivers? News-
papers cite several scenarios, all witha
common thread. An unidentified per-
som with some knowledge of pearls
fowmd one in the Sugar Biver and sold i

for enowgh money that, when the word
mot ok, others were motdvased o check
the story for themselves. Withina day
or twa, a lew more quality pearls were

TURQUOILS.

found, a confident buver was at hand,
and the rest is hisiory,
Every day or two, a pearl of salable

'@]NDE & UPMEYER. »

DIAMONDS.

Ad for [ewelers Bunde & Uprneyer from the Milwaukee Elite Directory
[1891/2) In it, Wisconsin pearls were marketed as equal to orlental
pearls which were much better known.

fuality moved the rush along. One
ten-dollar pearl was equivalent tooa
week's wiages at that tme,"™ Every
pearler knew the next clam could be
hiding the next g pearl, worth ten
times ten dollars—or maybe even a
hundred gmes that sume The almos:
instant formation of a competitive
market [or pearls appears 1o have been
i cruetal element of the Albany rush,
Pear] buvers were being named in the st newspaper articles,
Perbiaps these would-be dealers were some of the fivst (o gointo
the river to determine if pearls were really there. Onee this was
confirmed, they were poised 1o srake their claim in this new
business, They would leave the uncombortable and less-reward-
ing search of the river beds to others,

In the first week of the rush, as chronicled in the Milwau-
kee Sentned’s “Nad Over Pearls™ article, much had already
happened hnancially: *[Pearls| have been sold in New York
for 375 and even 5100 each and 4 jeweler here [Albany] has
pated cul nearly 53,000 [$72,000 in toda’s money] Tora large

L
mumber .. 2!
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Milwaukee jewelers Louis C. Bunde and W. H. Upmeyer examining
pearls

(i H-:']il,i'ru%:rr 9. 1889 the Belomr Free Press o icled this
thumbmnail of the Albany pearl market: “A New York buyes
offered 3,500 [$85.000] for it [a single pearl ], but his ligure
was conaidersd too low. Hundreds of small pearls are found
and sold dailv. The purchasers are agents of Chicago, New
York and Paris houses.” Evervthing points to pearls meving out
Illlil |"i|\. ;trl:i |'|I'||r||:"t| Ih :|'|'|-|i|§_'_ riﬁll L. L L""I? ']H ["I"..,I'lllﬂ l.".i'j.-lili.:'l..!‘. li"l
July 18, 1890, the Miwaukee Sentne! reported under an
Albany dageline, “| T |he most reliable estimate: places the
money recetved for pearls in thisvicinity during the last year al
FA00,000." w starthng seven mullion dollars today.

['he Milwaukee jewelers Bunde and Upmeyer”™ and the
H”K“]ﬂ'il(l ||.“ ||_|,|1_E. gi'll“'ll'_: T |r'_|‘_.1'|'_]'4 f|||'l ]'.|. "I“l:'“]ll._" !""i A1
major pearl buyers as the rush progressed. The three-stary
Young House, with name intact, stands today ar the southeast
corner of Brodhead’s town square. Theee Dlocks down the
strect 15 s well-preserved Victorian home, builtin 1895, which

iy e . . |
local lore nodes was @ product of his suceesshul E:u:-;l:r! business.
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The Young house, Bradhead, undated

L. E. Kinleson of rural Alhany was both a pearler

and buver. Much fun was made of his leaving the
hiard I'.erll work to his sons while he dabbled in
pearls.™ In all, we can identify close to a dozen
'I'lll,ll'\.'ll::lh_lllh "|"||'||l Ir.:.'l_tll,l 1 ]]1 ._Irtb hl"”ii ||||. :‘_'Illl-_\.ll
Fiver during the fost years of the rush.
Wisconsin pearlers became wurh bargainers, Tt
wouldn’t have taken them long to figure out the
pear] size/quality/price relatonship and the frest
offer was alten refused. For the much larger num
ill'|'5 ”!..‘il'l'lil.".. hi A=Y i:llEl,I:' ]H'i:il |':i!, ]ll!' oSl 1?‘”1'“
vame down 1o the seller holding out for a quarter
or a half dollar more than the dealer’s “final”
offer. The dealer had o curb his arge o pay less
thian a Fair price for more desrable pearls, As in
any =small town business exchiange, it was in his

ii”l:'l'i'.‘ﬁ 141 I:_JIIH-'IIZ']E""IH ‘l'li,” 1“' hi'lfl |li:|i|:] Il“|||i'|.| :i“lll“_‘lj"ri H]"H" 1‘;:'.;1'
prices, leaving happy scllers o confirm o others that they

cinled CXPeCt the same TENCTOUS [Feaiment.

But was he really being that generous? While the prices the

MATTWLLE GAZET IE DFC el e B0 1am)
2 b

- .
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CoT “.45! FOR SUCAR SVGAR RIVER PEARLS

J. A Ym.ﬂu nuiu.u
Hotel Man,
m

luld to Bunde &
Bumpmarar. of Hllwnnl:u, a lot of
gar river pearls, which he re-

°ﬂiﬂd 84,451. Negotiations had been
. had .

Hr for some ' time, and stil]
Young has “a fow more left,”

Buyer John Yourg is reported to have sold some of his
pearl stock to Bunde and Upmeyer who would then
broker most of them in New York or Europe.

public was secing in the papers and Leating from each other

wisconsinhistory.org
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A group of pearl buyers including prominent Wisconsin buyer, Ed Kitt

may have spurred the search for pearls, that’s not o

gay the lucky find CIE TECOIVING hing elose

the 1 nan Vil I"-'|H'I'I::|H:-. when it came

very best pearls. There are too many stories

Prairic Du Clien dealer John Peacock’s purchase ol
lates that

soled it 1o

.Illil WS r.l':'l'll |Ji|'—-'-:¢'1|

e el retail price could
¢ been double that (51000000 today

Into the River for Pearls
A peard s formed “when an object ends up inside
the body of the mollusk and becomes coated
shell material,”** The la st formed
found near the center of the clam. To g
precious gems, &ll a Wisconam pearler needec wa

sl Bladled knife. ']'h'.":-. felt along the hotom of the

SPPRING

!




WISCONSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY

Here four pearls can be seen embedded in blisters within

stream with their hands until they encountered the upper end

"llil i |..'i| |i'|'|"||lii||:_' |.||'||I .lll' |||'||:| [EFI "'.|:ii|. [ |"' (] l."il Ml i
1 bag, When they had

enoueh; they went o the shore and ot the adductor mseles,

ily and could be dropped in
probing the Heshy interior with their fingers for a pearl

It 4|----'_|:"' willers, ;I-!':II]I""\ learned to feel -'.:'“I:-\ tlies Lot o
with themr leet. A clam could be teased out wath one’s toes and
I|II||:_'|I | II!'I'.'I..:Ii| :-illll=_=| the inside of the l'lil|:|'-'-ill |L;; wntil thi
pearer could grasp it without bending over, Sometmes @ slass-
bottonmed hucket was used o visually check the river bed. Var
ious rakes and grasping devices were developed o permit
wworking [rom a boat or through the ice,

and luck, Il a pearder gathered

|| Wk I Famsg ol |I.iII'I|'|'I'.‘v

the shell lining of this clam from the Mississippi River near Prairie du Chien,

enough clams, e would eventually find the &1 rfeet round or
llll i *-|I.I'I"':| '_'\II:II e G 1A '\”-n.'. I .-'|| surkict _'_'|'"-'l. (HEE) Iil ||
it Juster, bt usually too small w bring much money, But every
couple of prains larger doubled the value.: Perhaps the most

fortunate of the pearlers was W, Ho Murray of Brodl

usl one vear ol :':':”l”"-'\. 111 L H||'_'|;|1 Foaver, 11 w4 P yortescl Liwad

i i i
he earned enough money to purchase a farm,

The Lure of the Rush

I'he frst few davs of the Albany rush, with 108 mass

fon to the shallosw waters, were the high visibility part af the

II|‘5|I '|I;|| IIIZI-!lI' :I r'--i'l."-. i.l”'. |--"'.'.\'\x'.l.-I|;|'-.. J.III'I Il'l'-.'.-il'. -_"._:l_'n:"'l‘l'.

e easily accessible segpments of the Sugar River inthe town of

Anhistary
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Albany and at a couple of road bridges out in the counryside.
In oz fow weeks, the nearby and most easiby wadable sections
were emptied of clams, and & more resourceful breed of pearder
ook over. They could walk up and down the stream in the shal-
lows, They could hike across someone’s land from a country
'|I:i:::||. o []“"}' 1'”|J,Ij_l ',_);1" il |ln;|l,.. HU]"“ |.E|,'|'|]|-i|-.l."h eyVen sel |]|? {'ﬂl“l]
on the riverbank, The river tsell was public property as it s
tnday. and by now everyone knew the pearls were out there.
The high numbers of pearls identified as from the Sugar River
three vears into the rush el vs that many fortune seckers were
still in the river, spreading up and downstream from the towns,

Ill :i“' :_‘jr'l,'L|I| b8 |]] H_'i:l E'li]lll“" HI" |HHEI H]‘IQ]E! 3% 155 |::|:'|ir['i' |i"'
telephone or automobiles, the lure of the fver and pearls was
irresssible: [t meant an exeiting break from everyday: routine,
The whaole family would join in, especially because many lived
close enough that they could walk to the river. Albany editor
Atherton captured the carnival atmaosphere; “Monday morn
ill;-_! 1![‘_1 ;||‘|f| }“l”lg, Iii']l ?ll][i |_'|‘||1'|F':. T, WOTTe s -1||'|_| i Ili[i,:lﬁ"'ll
were oul at least four hundred strong |, . %

Those of recent European origin may have remembered
startes ol a time when dukes and kings claimed all pearls found
it the realm, and the penalty Brwithholding them wiis having
a hand cut off.*’ Women may have heard their grandmothers
ll'" {_rl-;:l:l,l:'ii'rll 'i|j||'||_l|,| |i:t|':|' ll.i_l"u"n'h | I‘I:H |""| Fhi] Pill.'[l COINMONers Ill O

wearing pearls. No less anauthority than the 1495 Diet of

Worms decreed that; “citzens who were not of noble hirth ...
mist withhold from the use of pold and _rwm'l_-\."!"I Far three
humndred vears, restrictions such a5 these were the law of the
land in Europe, Some surely thought of their immigrant fore

i]l'il]'.‘i. ';"i.‘iilil]] l.?j..il COHITILEY f)l‘!‘ill#"'i'l.‘i ]i:!'."!'{i '|||'i[.|:I L ll,ij._”ll]".' Ly
) I b

it was pearks, Above all, there was the intosdeating possibilivy of

riches bevond imagining,
A month mto the rush, the Vindicator reported, "Visitors

andd clam hunters are pouring into the village, and the banks of

the river for miles are dotted with tents, ™ Pulses of new activ
il,"}. |'||"'i:|_':||1|._'|||,"'f:| 1||!" |il'|1'h'."i|,“'1' I:r_iirill il'l. 1I‘\rl'i||'li'| I'I-I_;:_L-'hlll; "ilf'l_]lq"l'“'
that a trainload of people was coming over 1w peard from
another wown, or ales would spread of someone finding an
especially rich bed of elams. And nothing could maich the
et of the discovery ol an unusually good pearl. Clams were
present i every sizable stream and lake, Any of fifty clam
5_'.] ?k"'il_"'h l'I_FiEJ[t li,'l,l[ll;.lill il E]"il'l]. Il”]“'} |i"'||'|{'|:[ |'||..,|,§_’\t' |:H"r_|h i|| ]Hll 5
of tivers and may have constituted the lrgest body of biomass
of any class o anmal orcamsms, Bur, for all their numbers,
only a small fraction contained peards. One marketable pearl
perten thousand clams wis the likelihood of success quoted by

. . . an
i l:Il'l]'I'I'.IIT]["Hl I‘.H'jl]'] lilll:n.'l."]' of I|I'IL' .

A Darker Side Appears
The excesses of the rush inevitably became apparent, and a
harshly negative tene began entering the otherwise buovant
reporting, Most visible were the disposal practices ol the

sSIPRING 2012

Art Nouveau-style brooch of gold and LS natural pearls, ca. 1915,
owned by Eve Alfille

LAKG ANTICUE & ESTATE IEWELE?
PHOTO Y JEL HEIRTAN

The Wisconsin Pear Rush brought tomarket guantities of lower
value pearls that included unusual shapes and colars, Craftsmen
worked them into jewelry in & price range available to middie class
women, This“Bunch of Grapes” broach in Art Mouveau style was
created using purple Us seed pearls. The brooch was manufactured
in Ahode island, ca, 1900.

Dwner: Eve Alfille

PO B ROLL PRI
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pearters. They simply left the shells along the
Banks: And it wasn't just the shells: By Septem
ber 19, 1889, the Albany Vindicaior was ¢laim-

S{LIMEN

i that “[1]t is a wonder that all who ventire
om or near the river are not taken sick consider
ing the stench constantly arising from decaving
clams along the banks.” The meat, considered

WE ALFLLE, PHOTO BY X281

mnedible, was usually discarded ino the river,

though same was nsed as fish bait or fed o pigs.

Pearding had other detactors, The bediagsled
river denizens were easy targets of ridicule, espe
cially prim fadies fumbling in the mud and water
all dev, The Yankee tendency i scorn the wdea off
wealth withom work was widely invoked. As
attendance fell off at Sunday services, churchmen
tailed and, most ansetding of all, the value of
the pearls was questioned. The Beloft Froe Press
reported, “The "S500 worth® of pearls shipped
froan Darlington o Chicazo last week have been
pronounced worthless by Chicago experts.”™ The
Mitwaukee Sentinel trumpeted, "OF LITTLE
VALUE, JEWELERS WOULDN'T GIVE 10
CENTS A BUSHEL FOR THEM.” hased an
statements by Milwaukee jowelers, ™

Landowners didn’t always cooperate. At
Brodhead, nine farmers joined in running an
advertizement stating their lmd was ofT limirs to
pearlers,™ Al nearby Argyle, an investor group
set out to lease five miles of river, hoping to clam
all the pearls for themselves, This came to
paught when they found they conldn’t restrct
public access at the bridges.™

Kunz spoke out early against this wholesale
slavghter of clams and. in has Fish Commuission veport, opened
his detailed discussion about their conservanon with this siate
ment, “The state of affairs is one that calls loudly for reform.
The wealth of Unios [clams] that Glled our rivers is rapidly
being destroyed by dgnorant and wastefiul methods of pearl-
hunting: and . . O some form of profection is important - . 72
Within a year [pllowing the beginning of the Albany rush, even
the newspapers were reporting calls for government acton:
“PROTECT THE PEARL BEDS, Itis an outrage . . . that the
soverment has as yet taken no steps w protect these pearl beds
.+ from urer ruin”

From Wisconsin Rivers

to Spectacular Jewelry

Despite these problems, it is apparent that great numbers of

people were actively pearling in Wisconsin, And they were
cominge upwith pearls equal in beauty o any nothe world, Fol-
lowing the psath of gemstones taday, the highest guality mate-
rial Aowed o a relatively small group of dealers and jewelry

12

In 1897, New York gem expert George F. Kunz took special note of the
discoveries in Wisconsin and recorded the spread of rushes that
followed. In 1908, he provided the most comprehensive summary of
the US rush in his Book of the Pear, written with fisheries specialist
Charles H. Steverison,

houses i che largest cines, This commerce was finely tuned w
puide each pearl o the exact place where it could earn topy daol-
far at vetail. A large pearl of the highest quality might pass
through a halt-dozen hands before finding s vlomate point of
display in a splendicl pendant or set of earrings. It was often a
epuestion of Anding a pearl that exactly matches] another in siee;
shape, surface, color, and luster, Craltsmen sometimes distrib-
uted a lead casting of the exact pear-shaped pearl they needed
to compleie a pair of drop earrings for a duchess. And a grad-
nated pearl necklace could He up a fortune while the jeweler

wisconsinhistory.org
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walted [or one or two pearls of just the rghi siee and shading
tex fill the missing spaces thar would complete the picce.
This s almost certainly the story hehind the assembly of the

famous Lady Dudley necklace. Kone recounts, “The peards of

Lady Dudlev were sold at Christie’s [auction house in Lomdon)|

on July 4, 1902, Among them was a magnificent necklace of

[orty-seven shghtly graduated round pearls, of large siee and
unusuilly brilliant orient; [some guite possibly [rom Wiseon-
sin] their gross weight was [0 grains . IF This was an aver-
age size shghtly smaller than a pea, The auction price was
£22.000, which today would be $2,558,581 or over $54,000
per pearl,

The major avction howses, by conducting public bidding,
plaved a significant. if not central, role in the valvation of fine
pearls worldwide. They were an integral part of the gem husi-
ness culture in the large aties and ultmately set the price ol a
peart on the banks of the Sugar River. In the weak rural econ
oray af the early 1850z, the value of pearls had finally reached
alevel lngly enough (o sustain the enthusiasm of rushes across
the United States. The ever-rising price of pearl jewelry: in
Europe, Asia, and New York continned to give impetis (o the
US pearl rush votl about 1910, By then, many of the éasily
accessible waters in the United States were stripped of
their clarms,

A lew years into the rush, a new use was found [or
clamshells: The American pearl-button industry had its
beginnings in 1891 and & much Better documentad than
the pearl cush, The button factories purchased clamshells
by the ton, and pearls were recovered when the button
clammers cleaned their shells ac the end of the day. Peo-
ple could make a lving gathering shells even if they never

tound a pearl.

Furthermore, the waters shell elammers worked were
different, Pearlers liked the wadable upper ends of Wis-
consin streams, Just the opposite, shell clammers
r‘ll"i'[ll:ll I'I‘_l?_': 1" lllil.':‘\ ‘PI“ wiler "|'h'h1"|'t" Walal 1H\d.‘i “I" I']ELJ'I'I"'
allowed them to work out of their home docks o boats
ontfited with bars of crowloor hooks wsed 1w drag the
riverbed. In Targer vivers many pearlers no doubi
switched to the more dependable business of clam-
ming pnce a market developed for shells after 1891,
I?!lj“ﬁ_l]-.‘i]“"ll l"li:'l"l'lnillg went on H HOOer [I!-l‘}' '}"11&"'!‘]_.
and eventually these professionals moved up the
rivers untl they reached the shallows where their
quarry had ofien been depopulated by pearl rushes

years carlier,

Using peards-to-clims ratios worked out by Kunz
{l]]!_], H“"n.""l'll,ﬁlili} W CULTH :l'N'\' I'l"i:‘l:‘i“llftl]‘l}' 1'1'|'|i|it| 1]“:" i_‘J;_:rmﬁ
of the Sugar River, and streams in geoneral i souchern YWis-
consin, procuced more pearls than the clams of most other LS
rivers. ™ Not only are there references o other Birge Wisean-
sin sales, bt the 1893 organizers of the Wisconsin exhibition

sSIPRING 2012

al Clucago’s World Columbian Exposition put together an eye-
popping show of pearls described as follows: [0 particular
interest 1o visitors was g 150,000 25,703,607 collection of
pearks from the Pecatonicih and Sugar Rivers, The pearls were
of many eolors including lavender, pink, hlue, white and hilae,
Tiftany and Co., the New York jewelry firm, purchased most
of the pearls for sale in Europe.™

The thousand or so pearls in the exhibit had o have come
maostly from these two rivers and maostly in the fourth vear of
the Albany rush, & Gme when the newspapers were anly report-
ing the finding ol an especially valuable pearl. In other words,
a lot of people were still pearting hard in southern Wisconsin
well int the 185905,

Adding Up the Contribution
Rehable information on the economic impact of the pearl
rush st available, but Kunz and Stevenson report some
round numbers for southern Wisconsin: “[A]bout S300,0000
worth of pearls were collected before the end of 1891, greatly
exceeding all records for fresh warers.”™ They typically quote

Headlines fram the Janasville Gazetta in 1891 were fraquently found
in Wisconsin newspapers In the 18805 and 1890,
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prices-at the buver level, making this
ecqual o $7000,000 profit for the
pearlers in current dollars. At another
point they report one county in the
arca that recetved ST00,000 m 18491
:52_.-|*1'P“.'|'|'”U|.“ In her reply “Wash-
boards, Pigtoes, and Muckets: Historie
Musseling in the Mississippi Water-
shewl,” Cheryl Claasen concluded,

:
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=
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=

“Proceeds from pearls brought 1o many
individuals instant fortune and have a
heretotore unacknowledeed rale 0 the
capitalization of rural America in the
perind prior o 1950, Pearl revenoe
exceeded that ol all other natural procd-
et industries combined, excepting tim-
ber, in many areas,” " This maintained
a sense of unending bonanza when, in
trutly for most it was a construction of
talse hopes.

Many pearls continued to be Tound
i1 Wisconsin as a byproduct of the bul-
ton ndustry, At one tme the state
allowed individuals 1o collect up w 30
clanes a day and pearling persisted as a
Sunday afternoon recreation for some
Eamilies Today all collecting of chams
for any purpose s against the law in
Wisconsin and surrcunding waters with
ome exception. Carelully regulated pro-
fessional divers are allowed (o collect a
limited wmnage ol certain clam species
fronm some of the naviganonal pools of
thie Mississippt Raver, These shells are
processed imto nueler used by the far
Yacific cultured pear] industry, A few
pearls, some of rernarkably high quality,
are sl held m family collecdons and
come on e market rom tme o tme.
At least two pear] dealers keep small stocks of these early Wis-
comsin natural pearls and supply the handful of artisans who
work with this once-renowned homegrown gemsione.

Koo summed up the eva, explaining, “[ 1o the last quar-
ter ol the nineteenth century, in Europe, as well asin Amer
ica and elsewhere where gems are worn, luxury found in
pearls a refinement, associaled with richness and beauty,
exceeding that of diamonds and other crystal gems, and in
the last few years they have taken the highest rank among
jewels.™ ™ Thus the product of one of our most colorful eras
became the cemterpicce of some of the most valuable pieces
of human adornment ever created.

We niow know that the silis and Sands of Wisconéin's wiiter-

A portrait of Tsarina Maria Alexandrovna by Franz Xaver Winterhalter,
1857, Such elaborate adomment with pearls by European and Aslan
aristocracy created the demand that brought about the pearl rush in
America.

ways once produced jewels as treasured as the fabled Burmese
rubies and Kashmiri sapphives. 11 is not a stretch to imagine a
time when e unkempt figure scrambling up the bank of a
mameless Wisconsin creck just might have been clurching the
perfect teardrop pearl that would enable a Parisian jeweler w

complete the wedding tiara of a Hapsburg princess, 84
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The lohnson pear was found an a
sandbar just west of the Green County
Highway T bridge where [t crosses tha
Sugar Hiver. In 19a5, lllinois youth Bruce
Johnzon discovered the pearl attached
inside the still-hinged shells of a giant
floater clam {Pyganodon grandis).
Weighing in at one-half carat, it Is an
unusual ght-gray color with pink
overtones, This same type of unusual
colering resulted in widespread attention
for Wisconsin pearls in world jewel
markets. Pin created by 5. Horowitz Co.
jewelers of Chicago. Qwned by Marilyn
Johnson, Madison.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

George Johnson grew up near the Sugar
River, southeast of Brodhead, Wisconsin. As
2 boy fishing for catfish in the Sugar, he
Tound a few misshapen paarls in the clams
he used Tor balt. He alsocheard a vague tale
of sugar River pearts once selling for afor-
tune In the London jewelry market. Sixty-
five years later, he chanced upon a reprint of the 1908 Book ol the
Pegrl There it was—a paragraph recounting the 1820 Londan sale
of acache of Sugar River pearls Tar £11,700. That was the day he
began researching this story,
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When John Barleycorn

Went Into Hiding 1 Wisconsin

By Paul W. Glad

N January 16, 1919, the Eight-
eenth Amendment became a
part of the Constitution of the United Staes,
According to i werms, the manubacture, sale,
and transportation of mtoxicating  hgquors
were to be prohibited exactly one vear Later,
and the nation prepared tor a long drought.
When the day of natonal desiceation finally
arrvived, evangelist Billy Sunday held a funeral
service tor John Barleyeorn m Nortolk, Vir-
ginia. Ten thousand people attended the ob-
seqquies. which began with the arrival of a
special ran from Milwaukee presumably
bearing the corpse in a twenty-foot cotfin.
With his Satanic Majesty trailing behind in
deep anguish, the cortege proceeded from the
ratlroad ston o the mhernacle where Sun-
day greeted the procession with undisguised
rlee. "Good-bye, John,” crowed the evangel-
ist. "You were God's worst enemy; you were
hell's best friend. 1 hate vou with a perfec
hatred. 1 love to hate vou.™
But something was amiss. The cottin tha
Billy Sunday addressed with such exuberance
was empty. John Barlevcorn was not dead. In-
deed, he had never left Milwaukee., He had
gone underground, to be sure, but he had not
been mterred tor all eternity, He remuined
alive and well; he had simplhy retreated inio

Eorrar’s Nore: This paper was onginaliv delivered atthe
Founders Day meeting on February 24, 1954, in Madison

New York Times, January 17, 1920; Chavles Mere, The
Dry Decade (Garden City, New York, U0, 15 Johio
Kobler, Avdewt Spirts (New York, 1973y 1215

f.'nlﬁ'rr?m'.u B FOR% f The Slode Heiturea! Suetete of Wisroman
A raghidy nf refersslane feore 1o cerey form peserveed

hiding in Wisconsin and throughourt the na-
tior,

Jusi betare the arrival of the Great De pres-
sion i decade later, a University of Wisconsin
student from Virogua wrote a term paper on
his home wwn, One lively section of that pa-
per bore the heading “The Prohibition Ques-
tion,” and the stadent introduced  his
discussion with these observations:

This 15 rather a misleading title as
there is no Prohibition question in Viro-
i, There can’t be. There is no Prohihi-
tion. Either the people have not heard of
the great mistake ol 1918 or they are de-
liberately disobeving it. | rather think it is
the latter. Despite the efforts of the
W.C.T.UL, the iy officials, and numer-
ous long nosed people with plenty of
time on their hands, there has been, s,
and always will be, plenty of stimulating
Huids in Viroqua, Wine 15 a mocker,
strong drink is raging. and beer—heer is
two bits o quart.
I'here are no speak-easies in Virogua.
It you should happen by a dispensary
and hear the wassail, lusty songs and
feminine laughter that is ;ﬂw:i}'ﬁ I evi-
dence, 5-]:llf'=tkl.‘él?«'-1r' is the last term vou
would think of. '
Following the introduction came a list of
titty-one persons and establishments engaged
in selling liquor to the citizenry. Some of them
were notable enough to merit brief characteri-
zations or descriptions, “Puta couple of cloves
in [Clarence’s] nose and it would be mistaken
tor a ham.” Harold had eves "like a couple of
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The Moombight Crating Club, Muskego Lake, fuly 4, 1915,

fried eggs.” Shorty was “loguacious when
drunk and alwavs loguaciouns.” Skinny was
Virogua's “standing argumem tor prohibn-
tion. . .. He has one great ambition—to get as
drunk as he canas quick as he can aned stav that
way as long as he can. Heis an absolute marivr
tor this sunbition. ™

How seriously are we o take this assess-
ment of the Eighteenth Amendment’s ineffec-
tiveness. an assessment that the Virogua
student shared with many ol his classmates?
The prohibition effort is a challenge 1o the
analvtical abilities of historians, It involved
complex relatonships among ethnic groups,
cconomic interests, religious beliets, and poli-
ical objectives. To understand the Dy Decade
we must concern ourselves with the attitudes
of Americans before prohibition, the inllu-
ences that led w ratihcation of the Eighteenth
Amendment, the problems involved in en-
forcement of the Consttution, and the move-
ment that brought about ]'E'E‘Ji"ll We nmiust also
attempt an assessment of whan the drvs be-
lieved was a noble experiment and what critics
called the lie of the land. To begin, however,
we must understand how prohibition came to

*Cvros M. Bued HL “Vieogua,” paper in Student Be-
conds, Experimental College, Class 4 (183015325, Col-
nggq.‘- of Letters amd Scpence, Unnversite ol Wiseonsim
Archives, Madason,

120

have a symbiotic ]L|g!t]{?]1'-utllp with other
American reform movements in the nine-
teenth century.

HE initial settlement of the

New World occarred ar a tme
when the consumption of distilled spirits, es-
pecally gin, was on the rise i Europe, Al-
though gin never became popular in colonial
America, the colomists proved adept in the
production of fermented beverages and dis-
tilled spiriss from the grains and fruies a
hand, Drinking became a central feature of
colonial lite, as beer and ader provided stand-
ard beverages at the dinner table, and as colo-
nists celebrated weddings, baptisms, minis-
terial ordimations, muling musters, and fu-
nerals with generous libations.* By the time of
the American Revolution, the per capitia con-
sumption of absolute alcohol for evervone
over Afieen vears of age was about s1x galions a
vear—more than double the amount Ameri-
cans consume today. Yer drinking seldom led
to morbidity in the colonial period. Otheals
had the statutory power to deal with alcohol-

Aark Eelward Lenderand James huhy Moo, Lowk-
g i Amrnica (Mew Yok, FOs2) G-140 W, ], Bor abumgeh,
The Alewholic Repablee: An Ameriean Traedatinn (New York.
1979}, 2538,
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A deanece ball i Malwaukee, Sefore Profibiiran.

related problems, and colonists credited aleo-
hol with producing personal and social
benefits in health and happiness. The Found-
ing Fathers of the Republic were bibbers,
George Washington drank a home brew with i
molasses base, and Benjamin Franklin pro
duced a spruce beer. James Madison, fm
whom the capital city of Wisconsin was nametd,
commonly consumed a pint of whiskey a dav,
maost of 1t before breakfast. During the War of
Independence, the Continental Army sought
to provide a daily ligquor ration of tour ounces
tor the prevention of disease,!

Although drunkenness helps toaccount for
some military inefficiencies during the Revo-
lation, that was not the reason for the Hrs
efforts to reduce the consumption ol aleohol
that coincided with the winning of indepen-
dence. More importantly, the Revolutionary
era, with its erosiom of deferenial patterns,
aroused concern for social stability, Benjamin
Rush, a Philadelphia physician and a signer of
the Declaraton of Independence, was the
most prominent and important of those pér-
sons troubled by the disruptive consequences
of heavy tippling. In 1784 he produced Ax
Tnguiry inte the Effects of Sparitous Liguors, an es
say which [m-c_';um'_ a model for later temper-
ance publications.”

In large part as a result of Rush’s effors,
the citivens of several states began substituting

termented beverages for distilled spirits be-
tore the end ol the eighteenth century. De-
spite a growing opposition o hard liguor,
however, the available data suggest that in the
carly vears of the Republic drinkers were im-
bibing more than ever, By 1830, per capita
consumption for the population over fitteen
vears of age was in excess of seven gallons of
raw alcohol & yvear, more than at any other
[]‘l‘]ll" ill .'Illlllf_"'l'.ll'll.ll Ii‘l.\['.”'fr.“ I..ik{' r:ulht'| CArLn-=
tries where consumption rates were high,
most notably Scotland  and  Sweden, the
United States was agticultural, sparsely popu-
lated, and geographically isolated from for-
eign markets, Abundant grain went to the
distilleries, and ease of distribution made
whiskew an article of trade as well as a standard
American drink.’

As rates of consumption approached re-
cord heights, other influences were also at
work, Expansion of the frontier, the coming
of new immigrants, and the first indications of

Waorman H, Clark, ieleoer U from Eval (Mew York,
197605, 18-21: l.n,'l:l-:l.:'l' anel Man !ih. |'.3.l.l|n'r|r|g s Asmegeess, 1,

*Rorabaugh, Tihe Afcahafie Hopubfic, 35946, Lender and
Maroin, fJ.'u.'.f:r.n'q' i A seerice, 30—,

Slark, Delever U from o, 20, Clark sets e per capita
consumpiion @t ahowt ten gallons, Lender and Martin
provide @ table on consumption estimares over ime, See
Divenkeng ov Americn, T—197

TRorabangh, Fie Afeodiodsc Repatdie, 10-11
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an approaching indusirial transformation all
seemed to threaten community cohesion and
stahilitv. The times demanded veform if re-
publican values were w remain credible, and
the temperance movement gained strength
along with the movements for woemen's nghus,
the abolition of slavery, and a host of other
reforms.” By reinforcing the efforts of m;}am-
zations formed o reduoce the consumption ot
spirits, the reform impulse did much o mod-
erate American drinking habits. The Ameri-
can Temperance Society, established in 1826
through the etforts of reformers and clergy-
men such as Lvman Beecher, led the aitempt
to bring about sobriety through moral sua-
sion,” But to ardent opponents of drink, moral
suasion alone was insufficient. For them,
nothing but statutory prohibition of alcohol
waorld suffice.

Aleader in the movement 1o secure legish-
tion prohibiting the sale ot beverage alcoh]
Wads H:ﬂﬂ..l l‘}lﬂ'ﬁ'. il !}'I'I::l[]'li”l'“t |]‘||5-i|“.,".‘|h|||i:l|] 'il'l
the state of Maine and mavor of Portland.
Throughout the 1840's Dow stumped the
state for his cause, and in 1851 his ettorts pro-
duced the first real prohibition law in Ameri-
can historyv.'" Passage of the Mane Law
encouraged temperance workers i other
states, including Wisconsin, to strive for sim-
Lar legislation. Although the Wisconsin legisla-
Tre p-ztﬁﬁd two prohibition bills in 1835,
Governor Williim AL Barstow vetoed  both.
Since Barstow was a Democrat, the Repubili-
cansmight have ]:{vna.'-'.pe:'w:l toycontinue the
fight for a Maine faw in Wisconsin, Thev did
not do so, however, for Republicans were be-
ginning to wrn their undivided aienvon o
the slavery question. Then the Civil War inter-
vened, and For a nme prohibition virtually dis-
appeared as a political issue. !

Sa‘ ET the cause did notdie. Aveord-
ing 1o prohibitionist love, Abra-

*Lender and Marcin, Deockeng in doverren, 3440, 52-
.

W ark, Defiver U from Evel, 3385 Kodder, Ardent ."s"f.'l ¥
i5, 2=08,; Joseph R, Guestield, Svmbolee Cracde; Stabies Poli-
feey and e Americin T.-'n.rlilr.l anee Mot | U pbaniza, 1963,
4243,

W ark, Delizer e I|’r.-:vrr.l Evel, 35400, 4550 Caixheld
Swmbaolic Crusede, 4245,

HEwhard % Current, The Histors of Wascansin, Valae
i The Gl War Eva, 1848-1877 ( Madpson, 14741, 215
217,205 206

ham Lincoln remarked on the dav obf s
assassination that “after reconstruction the
next great guestion will be the overthrow and
suppression ol the legaliced liquor affic.”
Whether or not the martvred president had in
fact voiced such sentuments, leaders of the
Prohibition party, tounded in 1868, Jooked to
antebellvim abolinonism for a model they
could adapt to the new needs of American so-
ciety after Appomatiox. Thus the party plai-
form demonstrated concern for a means of
incorporating and dominating a broad range
of reforms. During the economically troubled
18%)'s the party made advances wowards fu-
sion with other organizations such as the Pop-
ulist party, organizanons pledged o improve
the lot of a downtrodden humanity. In the po-
litical struggles of that decade, however, the
broad-gauge Prohibitonisis lost out o g fac-
tion of the party that emphasized the single is-
sie symbolized by llu dispensary of spiris:
the saloon. The party's effectiveness declined,
and by the time prosperity returned at the
close of the century. control over the prohibi-
Lion movenient was passing to the Ann-Saloon
League. '™

Saloons were indeed a problem at the trn
of the Ccentury. By 19048 there was one saloon
tor every 300 Americans, The nation had
more saloons than it had schools, libraries,
theaters, parks. or churches. Saloonkeepers
encouraged prostitutes, gamblers, and petn
criminals. Toincrease business, they provided
tree drinks to new customers, most ol them
adolescents. Saloons posed a threat to indus-
trial productivity. tor they reduced the effi-
ciency of workers. They also posed a threat o
women, They were a means of sexual exploita-
tion, and they fostered attitudes thar sanc-
tioned .-’.e*mmlt_:\plnn Ao,

As women became attracted o the cause of
women's rights atter the Civil War, it was logi-
cal that they should oppose the saloon, The
Woman's Christian Temperance Union hegan
in Ohioin T874, but it was 1o Frances Willard,
wha had grown up on a farm near Janesville,

Pk, Beliver U fram godl, 580 Jack 5. Blocker, Jr.,
Hetrent froon Reform: Fhe .|"|'n.l.l.l|’l|;rr-.-|.l 1.[.-|._ wraent e Hie d el
Nteter, JRO=TOT 3 | West juer, Connectiont, TUT6), TT-78,
1= MG Andrew Sioclair, o oof Exees A Soceal gy of
the Prafrebition Movemed) {(New York sod Evanston, FUGEY,
ot B

P endder sl Mnitin, .|'J.l'.'.'||l:1r.'.'_|r die Asmerica, TR T
Clark, Delives U from Evel, 533377 Kobler, Avdent Spiets,
174176
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that the WCTLU owed its success. Serving as
president of the organization undl her death
in 1898, Willard campaigned assiduously
aganst the saloon. After the presidential cam

paign of 1880, she helped organize the Home
Protection party o promote what she called
the “politics of the mother heart.” Within a
tew vears she was optimistically offering some
kind words, as she put it, “for the movement
that is revolutionizing the outlook of ow
brothers and sisters who are wage-workers
and through which temperance and the eleva-
tion of women are making such progress as
seems well-nigh magical !

Willard's WCTU had greater staving
power than did the Prohibition party, and af-
ter the failure of political fusion in the nine-
ties, it continued its battles in cooperation with
the Anti-Saloon League, Both organizations
sought to ally themselves with the prosperous
and imfluental members of communities they
hoped to win for their cause." A Wisconsin

Mary Earhart, Franees Willard, fromw fravees do Polities
(Chicago, 19494), 24=-349, 1951105, 21550 240-124 H
Ruth Bavelim, Wonter aid -.Ir.-'?\.'.llﬂ.l'.'l.ll.lr o E"l-.:].q-:lq.-li|||i,|_ 1L T .
117=13%.

BRobern H. Wiche, Fhe Seamh for fdeder, TRTF— e
(New York, 1967), RO Blocker, e Toom feform
M7,

branch of the Anti-Saloon League formed in
LHIS, and it vigorously sought support from
the respectable middle class. As state superin-
tendent For Wisconsin, the Reverend Thomas
M. Hare provided a hint of what the League
stowael for when he commented on the organi-
ration’s national convention in 1905, The del-
egates, he observed, were not “long-haired,
wild-eved, squeaky voiced cranks,” but per-
sons of stature and substance. Skeptical of re-
torm on several fronts, he took comtort from
“the ahsence of the extreme and visionary ele-
ment usually so prominent in reform gather-
ings."'" Such atitudes suggest that when
prohibitionists focused most of their attention
on eliminating the saloon, they were in etfect
avoiding serious challenge 1o the social and
economic standards of middle-class Ameri-
CHIS.

Although the Ann-Saloon League boasted
of astonishing success in mobilizing drv voters
across the country during the first decade of
the twenticth century, it met stubborn resisi-
ance in Wisconsin. he brewing industry, cen-
tered in Milwaukee. had prown since its

Mhlocker, Retreat from feform, S Jetirey Lucker,
“The Politics ofF Prohibition w1 Wisconsin, 9L 7-1948"

(raster’s thesis, Universiy of Wisconsin, 19687, 23
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origins in the 1840% to become one of the
state’s most important  indostines inovalue
added by manufacture. By 1910, Wisconsin
ranked third among the states in the produe-
|i|::||l I..IE t‘[‘l-ll[ ”[jl”ll"‘\i“'ll:l "-L'iirll(l i'I'I '.l'l{' |F||ill:|||l:-
tion of malt." An economic mterest of such
size could not be t'!~.|w| fL'Il |Ji_|'\.hi'. ey 1o ac 1-|:1 |
program for bringing about its own destrue-
tion, and the Wisconsin Brewers' Association
exerted considerable influence against the
Anu-Saloon League. Alled with the brewers
Wetre "-.!'I'i.(.ll.l?; 1.‘1]]'||il 5-_'|'|1:l|]|:lh. EHI,I |.Ei ||.Iil'||'. 1|:|"
Crermans. During the 1850°5, 1t was thev who
had most adamantly opposed a Maine law fo
the state. And i the vears before 1914, the
Diewetsche-Amevikeenche Notiorel-Bund (Ger-
man-American Alliance) ook an almost mvs-
L H:*'.'t.q]'ﬂ i all I||i1|g< Crermian, i :l:(l]l'..:_-: the
Cremiitlichhent of the beer hall. As George
Svlvester Viereck. editor of The Fatherfand,
later observed, leaders of the Alliance “ap-
pealed exclusively to Deutsclhium, but the
Colden Grail of therr idealism was filled o the
brim with Lager heer."'1?

['he dominant religious atfilatons among
CGerman-Americans, the Catholic and Lu-
thervan churches, also exerted an imfluence
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over attitudes towards |)]ui|i|]i[in11 in Wiscon-
sin. While the Anti-Saloon League secured s
most enthusiastic support from Protestan
churches deriving thew vitality From an evan-
L:‘E'I.il. rl.! l'|]‘|}]|‘l:|:‘i.‘\. [J‘I'i.'1!llj II._'r I”‘-I\. |Ei|.'1|li':ll-_:li .Lli ancl
organizational perspectives of the Catholic
and Lutheran churches allowed members ol
hoth o oppose prohibition. To the evangeli.
cals, conversion was a profoundly moving in-
dividual encounter with the Aloughty 1ha
mvolved “getting right with God™; Tor an least
some of the converted, pledges of abstinence
miay have come to hold a special place as pass-
ports to eternity. Joining the evangelicals in
support of prohibition were advocates of a So

cial Gospel that emphasized the importance of
improving conditions in this world while pre

]l-;n'rn_q for the next. '™ By contrast, neither the

!t 1 madedd
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Crerman Cathiolics nor the German Lutherans
placed much emphasis upon traumatic con-
versions, and theological as well as ethnic in-
fluences limited the Secal Gospel’s appeal for
Crermans of both persuasions.

There were, of course, varatons of -
tude towards prohibition within each confes-
sion. In the Catholic church the fight over
alcohol usage was part of a broader battle over
Americanization, with the Americanizers urg-
ing toral abstinence as a way of overcoming
stereotypes that associated drunkenness with
certain immigrant groups. During the nine-
teenth century the Irish, in particular, had
gained notoriety as hard drinkers. When the
prohibition movement grew m strength under
Anti-Saloon League leadership after 1901,
Irish acculturationists began w favor it as a
means of overcoming the Irish reputation for
insobriety.” Identifving themselves with lib-
eral Catholics who worked for ;1d.lpmli:m Lo
American bl.‘r-(ltl". thev won some IﬂTEJUIl.lt'Il
victories for Irish leapmt.llnllt\ They proved
so persuasive, in fact, that even some Germans
began o consider the meris of their argu-
ments. By 1913 the Central-Verein, the prin-
cipal organization of German Catholics in the
United States, had conceded that alecoholism
was “a very grave danger to the welfare ol our
people” and had recommended that it be op-
posed within the Catholic church.”' Most Ger-
man Catholics, however, found a  grea
ditterence between the whiskev-swilling Irish
reprobate and the honest burgher enjoving
his “continental Sunday” in the Biergarten,
Ihough living in a new land, they were reluc-
tant to forsake customs that in Germany hid

Muniemrpat, PR 920 {Cambridpe. T30 1821, 2504
Sinclair, Freof Exeess, G4—68; Peter HL Odegind, Preer
Polittes; The Sty of the Anfi-Saforn Leapue (New Yok,
19281, 30-35; Blocker. fetreat from fleform, Tid—1 66 Mar
tine ko Alarty, Hagheeow Empiees Ee Protedant Exferseace i
America (Mew York, 19700, 212213

T imberlake, Probiiton and the Progresaee Mioewend,
3132 Phalip Gleason,  The Refirmers
I'p.-u.l|.r.1.'-_l..l.l|.l'rrrrm fathndion amd She Sociad Cheaer | NODe
Darme, Indiana, V)L 37; Sister Joan Bland, Hiberwoan
Cowrade; Tlhe Story of the Cathiolie ainl Alstinence Uneen of
Amerea (Washingron, 149515 267; Demnis . Clark, " The
Irish Cathobes,” m BEandall M. Miller and Thoeas 1
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never seemed inconsistent with either decent
living or church teaching, More than their
Irish coreligionists, theretore, the Germans
tended to be conservative in beliet and tradi-
tional in practice. And the most liberal of Ger-
man Catholics tended to be far less amenable
io prohibition than were the liberal Irish.**
For different reasons; the Lutherans also
divided along lines of national orvigin in their
attitudes towards prohibition. Influenced by a
nineteenth-century  pietstic reform move-
ment in Scandinavia, the Scandimavian-
Americans had moved much closer 1o the
evangelical denominatons of the United
States than had the Germans. Swedish Luther-
ans of the Augustana Synod were perhaps the
miost committed—first 1o lemperance retorm
and then w prohibition.* Augustana Luther-
ans had long been troubled by spiritual com-
placency and dlerical conservatism in the
established church of Sweden; with migration
tor the United States they found abundant op-
portunity for their evangelical enthusiasm.
Joining the Swedes in the campaign againsi
nsobriety were many of the Norwegians and
the General Synod, an association of older,
primarily Eﬂgll‘uh -speaking Lutherans !
Unlike the evangelical Scandinavians, the
German Lutherans were not given to emo-
tional enthusiasm but were, instead, preoccu-
pied with working out clear sttements of
doctrine. Beginming with insistence upon both
the Old and New Testaments as the written
Word of God and as the only rule of taith and
lite, most German Lutherans held to contes-
sional writings of the sixteenth century as the
pure, unadulterated explanation of the Word
of God. They resisted such deviations as pi-
etism, rationalism, and modernism, and they
could accept neither prohibition nor the Social
Gospel as having anyvthing to do with the effi-

“ied,, 3739 Robert D, Cross, Dhe Emeogence of Libeeal
Coathadieisur in Ameriea (Cambrdge: 1958): 71, BY9=-490, 1S,
=12 Timberlake, Praluletion and the Progressive Moave-
ment, B =32 1181159 Gustield, Symibalic Crusade, 350657
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cacy of God's love, the only means by which a
sinful mankind might be saved. Thus the Ger-
mat Lutherans of the Ohio, BuflTalo, Mis-
sourt, lowa, and Wisconsin Svnods often stood
alone, isolated from other Lutherans as well as
from Anti-Baloon League efforts wo purify
American sociery by destroving the Ii||||n"
l[d[[lt Opposing the Catholic H irch with in-
creasing virulence as the four hundredih an-
mve rsarsy Retormation
approached in 18917, the German Lutherans
nevertheless found themselves unned with
German Catholics in their antagonism to
wards Anti-Saloon League objectives

Wlll‘. THER German-American
hostlity 1o prohibition  was
primarily ethnic or whether it was religious,
the coming of Waorld War l effectively neurral
ized German influence in American society,

It rh:; midse of the p."r|r:ﬂt'<l|u-hn c:s::lpml_{ll.
plots and ramors of plots. rallies to tan the
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flames of patriotic fives, and concerted effors
to portray Kaiser Wilhelm as the diabolical
leader of a band of Huns, anxieties aover the
loyaltv of Wisconsin began 1o mount. The
combined  immigrant  and  first-
generation German-Austrian population was
abowt TOLO00 aue of 2,300,001 residenis. =0 A
majority of its citizens hae German-speaking
ancestors, and in other parts ol the couniny
SUPpROrters of the war effort wok o t.l:.|ii|5_"
Wisconsin the “traitor state,”
Rav Stannard Baker visited Wisconsin in the
summerot 1917, he reported v William Allen
White that he tound i “really the most back-
ward state I've struck i s sentment toward

slale s

When journalist

Sévron Al Marov, Litherar
The £ o lnanflaed, 1917 ."ff-? {
1thel), =0 Nelsom, The Lutherans in Noth America, 173
145: Dean Wavne Kohlhofl,
and the Lovage of Germuny, 191411457
tation. Universiiv of o :|i-:.|-_;-|_ TOT Sy, 3254, 132
1749
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Mlera by M. F . Dieaer

the war."=" Sensitive 1o the indictment of then
commonwealth, patriots organized the Wis-
l;'f'l[]“-il'l I_.1 LR i|,||"| !.l';-_"if'l” ok 1wl el hl'(!iri*:lll iI.I:{|
1o extirpate the Teutonie influences they
luulul O] every hana. To assise i rhat |'i:!i|:'\. -
tive, the New Vork Sun in 191 8 pubhshed what
it identified asa “Sedition Map.” Based onin
tormation provided by the Lovalty Legmion, i
labeled as disloval the counties in a rangle
trom Milwaukee and Manitewoeo on Lake
Michigan to Richland County in the west, Our-
sidde that triangle, Green, La Crosse, and Mar-
athon counties appearcd  as islands o
pro-Germanism.”*

With ant-German sentiment running high
and with wartime needs tor men and materiel
a prime consideration, nmany Amencans be-
came amenable 1o patwriotic coercion. In a fa-

“Ray Stanmnard Baker o Willinmm Allen Whate, June B,
1917, i the William Allen White Papers, Divesson of Man-
USLITpES, Labpary o Congress, Baker, Machogan-torn, hal
grown upein SeoCrom Falls, Wisconsin.

mous essay published in the New Refudic,
philosopher John Dewey argued that the wan
represente La“plastic juncture” in history, Co-
ercion could become a threar, o be sure, bu
Dewey thoughe that the war had brought the
creation of agencies o promote “the publi
and social interest over the private and posses-
sive interest.” In short, the war expencence
could teach “intelligent men” how 1o construct
a berter world. Among other things, wartime
needs "added w the old lessons of public sam-
tary regulation the new lesson of social regula
tion for purposes of moral prophylaxis,” and
l‘.'t".\.!_':l.' l!_i1l_'|:] TIE W, I.'Elll..ll 15 [0y ol |.:l| f|'|:' [l .lij-!li
in alcoholic beverages as a part the same
Wit -i1lh[1il'{'f! II.'II:}H.:-'-I:"..'..I

FRamuel Hopkins Adams, “Invaded Americ: Wis
vorsin Joms the War." Evervbodvs MapaZie, 58 28 ( Jann
arv, 1918 Walter Goodland to Alfved Bench, .l‘.i.'ill"l'llll" I
120 19T, in the Wisconsin Lovally Legion Papers, Stane
Historical Siciety of Wisconsi, Madison

Hothn Dewey. Ch et Bt
Nocw! aned Poditieal Pratoseiig (SNew York
6l
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War had come, in fact, just as the Anti-
Saloon League was mounting i massive offen-
sive of its own. Responding w dry pressure in
1913, Congress had passed the Webb-kenvon
Act, a measure that prohibited interstate com-
merce in alcoholic beverages wherever their
importation violated state or local laws. Fear-
tul that the cause might languish if prohibi-
tionists settled ftor such limited legislation,
League leaders determined to press on towards
aconstitutional amendment.™ With American
entry into the war, they campaigned for clos-
ing the saloons as part of an ethaent war ef-
tort. Protessor Irving Fisher, a Yale University
economist, wrote the Unmversity of Wiscon-
sin's Edward A. Ross that probibition “would
save cnough grain alone to make a loal of
bread for each of cleven million hghing
men.” Prohibiton would also allow army and
navy physicians “to reduce greatly those con-
tagious diseases that are the most prevalem
among both soldiers and sailors.™!

Having committed the nation o war, Con-
gress quickly passed a series of acts to facilitae
victory. 1t had already endcted  profubation
laws for Alaska and the District of Columbia,
as well as a law o eliminate liquor advertise-
ments. Now, with the passage of the Selective
Service Act, it set up “dry zones” around every
military installation and forbade selling or giv-
g Ii{{um' to any member of the armed Forces.
Inanamendment wthe Lever Food and Fuel
Control Act, it forbade the use of foodstulls in
the manutacture of disulled spirits for bever-
age purposes. By presidential proclamanon,
Woodrow Wilson limited the alcoholic content
of beer to 2.75 percent. (The tew should do
without drink, argued the drys. so that the

"Timberlake, Profehiton aued the Progresime Mavemend,
150-165: Blocker, Retre at froawm e ||'| rion 140 T LRI TSNk
Peter B. Weisensel, "J he Wisconsin Temperance Cru-
sacle 1o P10 (master™s thesis, L mversity al W ESCd MESRN,
165, 142 Lucker, " The Politics of Probubinon in Wis-
consin,” 3-8 William 1. Evjue, A Fighting Edvar | Mads-
S0mn. 196R), 263264, 2T =273 The Anfi-Saluon Leagiee Year
Baok, JUTE, . 322,

"Fisher to Ross, Apnl 25, 1417, m the Ross |':I|:l|.'l'l:.
Siate Historical Socety of Wisconsin Julins Wembery
Eduiard Atk oy and the Soctobogy of fropresesesm (0L ul
s, 19T [6U— | T, “Every Iynqhk sl ITRTES shomlel
b taken o make Amernica’s assistance i the war immeeli-
ate and el tective,” commentedd one Wisconsin new spEiper,
“ancd ome of the mest apparent hanges needed 1o seciere
efficiency and resuhs is the need of abolishing every sa
lewioe sl brewery i the natione.”

.-";i'n'il 18, 1918,

1245

Wireiprra Corrnry Fisd

many might have food.)™ Along with these
measures, Congress passed a resolution call-
ing for a constitutional amendment o pro-
hibit the manutacture, sale, transportation,
and exportation  of intoxicating  liquors.
Transmitted 1o the states in December, 1917,
the proposed amendment brought on the cli-
mactic debate over prohibition in an atmo-
sphere of wartime tension and acute hostiliny
towards Germany and all things German.™

RUE o form, despite the risk ol
being  misunderstoond,  mosi
German-Americans in Wisconsin opposed the
prohibition amendment. Lav and clencal
leaders alike vrged ther followers 1o be tem-
perate in all things, but they worried abour the
threat to freedom they detected in the const-
tutiomal tinkering of the Anmi-Saloon League,
During the summer of 1918, Archhishop Se-
bastian G, Messmer of Milwaukee sent out a
circular letter arguing that “there 1s a strong
sectarian power back of the present prohibi-
tion movement.” Suspecting that sinister ene-
mies of the Catholic church were using the
reform asa stalking-horse wattack her “inthe
muost sacred mystery entrusted 1o her.” he tor-
bade “pastors of parishes in this Archeliocese
from allowing any prohibition speeches o be
given on any premises, be it the chuarch, the
school ora hall,™!

Lutheran congregations ol the Missouri
and Wisconsin synods wok a similar position,
“We can see no good whatever in a church’s
espousing any outside cause,” commented a
writer in the Nevthwestern Lutheran. “Least of
all so messy a cause as profubiaoen, involved as
it is with plots and counterplos. with spyving
and detective work, with smug bypocrisy and

*Clark, Deliver U from Euil, 1 18-128; Evnest B Cher-
1il|.y;!1r|:'|. The Eveelnlion & Prohibaton in the Uletted Steites |l|f
America: A Chronotomacal Flistors of the f—'-'.*"-'-” FProtdem ane thy
.I"n'lh:_ru vienece Ketforn ar the Ulnted Stoafes Il'mm i Iavliest Seitle-
meent to e Consammation of Natiwal Prabibitien (Puldics-
ton Na, ML Pawerson Smith Reprint  Series an
Criminology. Law Enforcement, and Social Problems,
Montelair, New Jersey, TOGH), 318, 352, 354-455,

“Cherrington, Evelution of Frafiiion, 3553 Clark, De-
fover Ls II'I-"--'-'-' Eoad, 120150 Lender and M: Lriee, .|'.J.r.'|.|'.||.'¢\I
e Ameried, 129= 1500 Kobler, Ardent Spivis, H06-2 120 Cay
F'Il"\.-.'rrl'p'.'lr H‘rr'rl.lr.l'. ] l.l:-||:._1.. | sess.. BR4R_RAK1L 5584
B3RO0 ik, 65 Cong... 2 sess., 337, 422470, 47 T-478_ 410,

M A rchbishe M Sebastian (G, Messmer ol ]:ri{wlﬂr;l 1he
Archdiocese, June 17, 1918, Archdwwcese Arcluves, =i,
Francis Seminary, Milwaukee,
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battermitk unas avanfable ab Avt Gerth s bar an the corner of Twelfth and

Clerrnliers o Mitevubee, about 1925,

cant." Later, after the Eighteenth Amend-
ment had been ratfied, the same commenta-
tor supgrested thar three mrerests were behined
the facade of the Anu-Saloon League's moral
]{‘_‘[1”'||| I“l'lﬁ' 1.| 81 Wiks l]ll:' R‘H LL! |.'|..:1.'|' LTS,
which “absorbs the corn output, and by re-
]]1rn'1'1|g the brewer ;|!:|:3 distille ]'ll:-|::':~' ey lwngs
all the corm at lowest prices.” Second were the
meil packers, who expecied cheaper mem
and greater profuts to result from lower graun
prices, and the canners, who looked forward
to rnew markets "__L',1:|}Ji--illiu' and ather
products to take the place of the vanished
cheer.” The thivd interest behind prohibition
included “the manutaciurers of cortain bever-
ages, such as Coca-Cola, which is said 1o con-
tain  habit-formmg 1|.1u;’_=|.~..“'"' From the
Lutheran perspective, the proper work of the
church was preaching the Gospel: identitving
the Kingdom of God with a saloonless societ
reduced the church's responsibiliiv 1o “the

YH. kMG UA Few Resalis of Prohibdtion,” i Neath

western Lathere, 50 162 (November 7, 1915

pertoration ot bungholes,” an acuvity that
served not God but mammon, ™

It goes withour saving that Wisconsin's
brewers and  distllers also opposed  the
amendment, but their arguments are worth
passing notice. An advertisement of the Wis-
consit Brewers” Association, bor 4_—\:;111~.||h'.
sugpested that the war crisis had led 1o an in-
crease in the power of the natonal govern-
ment in Washington, but that sound policy
demanded the return of powers surrendered
by the states. Using the tlag as a mantle for
producers of alcoholic beverages, another ad-
vertisement pointed our that “the United

WEE B M, " The PFrohibition Amendment 5 Win-
||it'l_i.’;.. m o Nerthaoestern Lathevan, G G-1100 :_|.-|||||.|1'. hi,
Fowjue,
e assembly m

Fabdh An least one prommnment drv,. Walliam 1
agreed with H. K. M, Elected o the st
1910, Evjue had sponsored a bl callig o a statewnde
referendom o |.l1|:-h|||1I||:-|a By HUIHE. however, he had
become disillusioned with the Anb-Saloon League be-
ciise he I|Ill.r_i.i|ll it '.l.';rl'rm.-l1||'e| FEad B RATY lerests, B
jue, Figphting Sdvtor, 26505 Capitad Fimes (Madison), April 11
and 27, 1919 Lucker, “The Politics oF Prohibicion m Wis-
consin, 15

FRalilbet U Missonr Svnoad Lutherams.”

I
Eh—158,
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Another monalcoholic party af e Uneversity of Wiseonin, Adpha Gamaia fiko, [924

Stutes government 15 tockay q‘u“m,ljn_}_' fromthe
liguor industry alone i internal revenue
maore .r]'lnl] enourh monev 1o pay each vear
[the| interest charge on all three Libermy
Loans, ™

In wartime Wisconsin, however, the most
telling arguments were those advanced by the
Anti-saloon I_l':!gllt' ared ns allies, "We have
German enemies across the water,” charpged
one prohibitionist in denouncing the brewers,
“We have German enemies in this country oo,
And the worst of all owr German enemies, the
most treacherous. the most menacing are
Pahst, Schlive, Blate, and Miller.” Patriots -
tacked "Schlivville-on-the-Lake” for produc-
ing “Kaiser brew.” and contended thar
German brewers contributed only 1o indus-
trial disorder at a time when efficiency of pro-
duction was in the national interese. ™

I the end. it was non just argument b
incessant campaigning and polivical pressure
that finally produced ratification in Wiscon-
sin, R P. Huteon, Ant-Saloon Leaguce super-

“Newmuner Enferprose, July 12026, Aegus 2,8, BT
homas C. € “l...!'ll an, T Pabe) Bre i e
Flostory of e Amereas Busieess (New York, s, B200 T
Nageracan lTeee, tseaneein Ealiba lI||:-I il, P9E: Clglegard.,

Pressure Pofitecs, TU

[ 50

mtendent  for the state,  detailed  the
magnitude of his organizaton’s ellort. "We
put on a country schoolhouse campaign. | .
We put factory experts to speak m the Factories
.1]1-:1 :t_;u'l the I.I:er'l'll.:lqll'lit": Loy il:l.:n the men for lis-
tening. We built up a Counal ot One 1 hou-
sard 1o back us—business and abor leaders. . .
We sold the factories billboards and posters
which were changed bi-wecklv. .. We staged
the }:iggr.\;l demonstration in Madison the
state has ever seen. We ratitied! and in the
archives at Washingion, Wisconsin was one of
the thirtv-six! We pur it over.™"

Hutton chamed too much. Wisconsin was
ot oree ujr' 1ht.' thirtv-six slales I'Il.'l.l‘.\-\.llj'. fim
rarification. It was the thirty-runth state o rat-
v, but the point g inconsequential, The
Amendment was ratified, and the Constito-
tion now prohibited the manufacture, sale,
.LI1<|. lI'uIIH|JUJ [i-i[il.:lri ol intoxic :||ir|_'_t_ ﬁi(|l|-:|:'-..|:

The Constitution also pron wled that Con-
gress and the several states should have con-
current power to enforce the article, although

" Preeedingy of the N

FE o I qeras ||-|r;._'|:||-'|. P Podities

siefeedetl Comswnliog of Jie A nfy

| 74—k
Wl And
Merz. dhwy Dher

Sarlton Lewpue Yoar Buok, 1020, pp, 88, 212
A153-316,
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it specitied no mechanism by which the con-
current power might be exercised. While Con-
gress was working on an enforcement hill
introduced by Congressman Andrew ], Vaol-
stead of Minnesota, the Wisconsin legislature
was deliberating a bill introduced by Senaior
Charles Mulberger of Watertown. Passed over
President Wilson's veto in Ocober, 1919, the
Valstead Prohibition Enforcement Code de-
fined as intoxicating any hguor containing (.5
per cent alcohol, and o the end that the use of
such !lquul IIllglll]){-‘ prevented, trafficking in
itwas profhibited. Yer the faw did oo make the
purchase of intoxicating hquor an act subject
to prosecution, Other loopholes appeared in
the form of several important concessions o
drinkers. In the privacy of their own homes
they could serve any ]Illl}\][.tllllﬁ ligquors ac-
'l.]'l.]]:lt'(l before passage ol the Volsiead Ay,
The thirsty could also produce cider, frui
juices, and other drnks for use in their own
homes. These htﬂ.'ﬂ':lgv; were o be consid-
ered intoxicating only it a jury in each case
determined that they were intoxicating in fact,
whatever their alcoholic conteni. Finally, the
Volstead Act permitted the sale of alcohol for
medicinal, sacramental. and indusiral pur-
poses.

In Wisconsir. the legislatire passed the
Mulberger Act in June, 19149, A disappoint-
ment o the drys, it legaliced Deer containing
2.5 percent alcohol, Yet it also provided that
the alcoholic content established by Congress
was 1o be accepted understate law. And when
the United States Supreme Court upheld the
dauthority of Congress 1o deline “imoxicating
liquor,” the Anu-Saloon League came out in
support of the Mulberger Act. In a statewide
referendum held at the nme of Novemhber
elections in 1920, citizens of Wisconsin voted
overwhelmingly to approve the stanwe "
They also elected John |, Blaine as governor.
Blaine was not ardently wer, ban neither was
he an advocate of suinptuary legislaton. As

""vl'.'nr],l_[?r'.l..'r.l.luh" Hrr-u.lr!. Ll ‘.:l:lllg.. | segs WA AR
20, P4P0-gE S, DER-2AR0, PRAT-25T5 BT T =280,
DRAGLIO0NS, 24 U-_2OTT_ IR, SIHET, IO, JEAR-RGD,
JEULP_4BUG, JOI—EIE, GhS | -h09R. Y55, Tl ], Taki-
Thid- AwfiiSaloom f.rrﬂg.'n' ey R, FUI0 P BO_05: K
cladr. Eva af Excess, | BG4,

Y e n .'1-'-.'|r.'.'.-'",rr.u.r.l.lrmr. Jeafis A8 F4 3 5% ) aps
of Weseonain, {909, Chs, 330, 685 Reben 5. M well, Fwe-
stweed .. f’.'lrnln:lr.ll,'!l. Woaicansine Stedferard (Ml ioon, 100G, R2
(Ba5)

Joveenad, June 7,

governor, his principal concern was with en-
torcement of the law, and he believed new leg-
islation necessary. Introduced hj. Senator
Herman |, Severson of lola, a new law passed
the legislature and became effective on July 1,
1921, In signing the Severson bill. Blaine
noted that "Llu:[t: can be no invasion of the
home or any spying on tamily life under the
ball, amdd prmldm 5|1'n}ﬂ|l:-;'rl machinery [or
enforcement,”™"

W I'TH legislation for carrying
out the intent of the Eigh-
teenth Amendment in place. one must ask
how eftectivelv it was enforeed in Wisconsin
Perhaps the most popular view of the Dry Dec-
adle is essentiallv the same as that advanced by
the student from Virogua. 1t holds that viola-
tions of the law and of the Constitution were
flagrant, that during prohibition Americans
consumed more alcohol than ever betore, and
that Houting the Volstead Act betokened a dis-
respect for all law which in turn encouraged
the development of organized crime. This was
an assessment that began taking shape shortly
after ratification of the Eighteenth Amenil-
ment, and it has continued o be a common in-
FE"]'pTE‘EHﬁIJ!] EVET SINCE.

When Wisconsin newspapers reported the
passage of the Volstead Act in 1919, many of
them made it abundantly clear that they did
not expect the state to become a Sahara. The
Rhinelandey Newe Novth innocuously reminded
readers that there was “still plenty of water in
the old Wisconsin River,” while the Pieree
County Hevald of Ellsworth pointed our tha
“sweet cider time will have an added signifi-
cance this season."® A vear later, with Con-
gress setting up the machinery for prohibition
tnf'ur-:t*nwm the Herafd posed an editorial
guerv: “How’s vour dandelion wine coming?”
Simultaneously, the  Rurlington  Standard-
Demoerat commented on the vain conceits ol
the Anti-Saloon League, " A beerless Milwau-
kee,” noted the edior, “is like 3 beanless

Bapital Times (Madison), May 27, 1921 Malwawker
1921 Blemne o D, F. J§||1'I|h;||n...r|||u' il
1421, Blaine 10 Annie Wyman Warren, February 10
14995, and P-—10 Rosbert M. L Folleoe, Se., Jamuarey 19324,
i the Blaine Papers, State Historical Society of Wisconsin

Bfthinefended New Nooth, July 30 1900 Pievee Lty
Herafd, Juby 5, 15014,
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Art fanse’s Bedcony Fnn, Tharty-fhared crrned Lincodn, Milwckee, Il.-r--.":&.'-:'_‘: e Angrust, 1933,

Boston—it can't be done, Milwaunkeeans will
have their favorite bes Clage even il' I]u'x h.;l'. >
to brew it themselves.™ In 1921, the United
States representative Lrom Wisconsin's Seo-
ond Congressional District, Edward Voigt of
Sheboygan, articulated the same theme with
an emphatic vaniation. “T believe that there is
more bad whiskey consumed mn the country
today than there was good whiskey belfore we
had prohibitoen,” he wrote a constituent, i
of course we have made a vast number of lars
and law viclators through the Volstead Act,™ "

Both wets and divs were soon commenting
onthe ancillary effeces of prohibition as wellas
o the wav it attected drnking habis, When a
former federal prohibition  commissiones
spoke in Medtord 1o encourage respeat tor the
Volstead Act, he emphasized the permicious
results of violating the Lw. “Moonshine,” he
contended in 1921, “is murdering many ol
our fellow citizens because the successtul deti-
ance of law _. .15 encouraging general Liwless-
ness, such as bank robberies,
murders, assaults, and other crimes ™ In

Al I[[|III| Zl.]ilt'

MPNeree

Standared-Tey

Iorrrpsy ."I'l'-"'-""'.. .|“|.| | | L
evaf, Julv 2, 14920
W aign ro Flialbert Hloard, Mirch, 11, 1921, mihe Hal-
tert L. Hoard Fapers. State Hisirical Seciety of Wiscon-
sin. [he leter s i||i.\.l!l'|:| in Daved E. Kvvip, fepealing
MNerfeomad Prsdvifafion (Chicapo, 19740y, 25

13w rlan o
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1922, the school board of Mercer o lron
{ :ut|||1:\ I.l::'llllilli:li.llt‘ﬂl. tir the OVETTI that chil-
dren going to and from school were "never
tree from the menace of moonshine crazed
mere” Without assistance i controlling the si
]].j['ll':l”\ '.'.'ill'lll.'l:{ thl." b | I:H:ll:'ll |3ll':l.\||'l:!, “\‘-{' '|\"i|| ||I.'
qustitied in adopting some of the methods
used by the Klu [sic] Klux Klan,"™

James AL Stone, a Reedsburg attorney aned
tormer prohibition director for Wisconsin, ex-
pressed the fear that “the number of people
who are indulging i moonshine in small
places™ was mcreasing during 1923, Perbups o
was such small places thit provided @ marker
tor products of the Pertect Tintoil Company
il :\{"h'- 1'Illil k. III IH:..::T.H[U”{‘||'EJ1H[|..,'|I.‘i|;|'| ]lll,'
firm was advertising "bottles, cartons, corks
and other essentials to go with doctored gin. . .
and whiskev.” It also offered for sale “cap-
ping machines. caps, and bottles stamped . . .
‘Hennesy [sic] Three Star,” ‘Martell Three
Star’ and “Bacardi,” "™ For its part in the un-

Wyl Conennly Star-Newes, November 10, 18921,

¥ leln M. Har [T Freod B Lee, amd W H. Hodfimin to
the Covernor, Attorney General, and State Superinnend-
ent al Schools, Ovrober 25, TU2E capy lossead i faimes
A Stone 1o William T Evjue, ASagust 148, TH2E, e ihe
Srone |'.i;|1'1'=. St Jii.‘-h"l'll..:i. saciety ol W I».ll."h'ill

James A Stone 1o Roy Al Tlaynes: Aprl 16, 927010
thie Seome Papers.
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dercover trade, Wisconsin was able o offer a
commaodity of its own in return, Eastern Wis-
consin gained fame during the twenties as the
home of package wort, a liquid made from
malt. The process of manufacturing beer
trom wort is relatively simple, requiring
mainly the addition of veast.

By 1925, according w0 an article in the
Burlington-Standard Democrad, Wisconsin was
accounted “one of the wettest states west of the
Alleghenies” despite the "thrift, indusury and
intelligence”™ of its anzens. Alcohol [owedd
among all classes in all parts of the state. “In
some of the staid, old communities . . . ," noed
the Standard-Democrat, “one often tinds old
fashioned places with the old mahogany and
the brass rail where beer s drawn at 25 cenis a
stein.™!

To continue aung evidence of Volstead Act
violations wonld require several volumes, and
many Americans found such reports of law-
lessness disturbing, Lo one of his (st acs as
president, Herbert Hoover in 189249 appoined
acommission to consider the problem of crim-
inal justice and 1o make recommendations for
improving the administration of fecderal ks,
Headed by George Wickersham, a [ovmer
United States attorney general, the commis-
sion completed its investigations m 1930, and
in January of the tollowing vear President
Hoover transmitted its report to Congress, Al-
though it did not suggest abandonment of the
“noble experiment,” it difdl provide @ vast
amount of information to reinforce the un-
pression that violatons of the Volstead At
were endemic throughout the land.

The Official Records of the Commission
contained a section on Wisconsin, and if any-
thing, it indicated that prohibiton violations
were even more common  than  anyone
[huughl Accor :]1”5_J [ 2 SUnNYmar ¥ mlnlv II'| the
records, only twenty of W ISCONSIE'S Seveny-
one counties deserved to be called dry. (Even
s, one wonders abow the accuracy of the la-
hel. Virogua is the county seat of Vernon
County, which investigators  reported  as
div. }"’ In any case, Frank Buckley, wha con-
ducted the survey of Wisconsin, visited several

B urlimptan Stavdaed-Demerraf, Oclober 26, 1928

Moo Commmission on Liow Oservance and En-
forcement. Fuforcement of the Profabiteon Lean: il He
crFila ‘".'l Mg Natwned Cowmmpcaen oo Lage Clsermanee sl
Emforcement (71 Comgr., 3 sess., Senate Document 507, vol-
e 4y, 1 =] [l

towns and cities, and inalmost all of them aleo-
holic beverages could be obtained with ease.
Volstead Act violators were treated in a
stratghtforward, candid manner involving
few admonitions or recrimimations. Buckley
attended police court in Superion and oh-
served the daily collection of fines trom pro-
prietors  of establishments  selling  hooze.
Betore the judge had finished asking the de-
fendant how he pleaded, “the violator in each
case would reach into his pocket, extract
therefrom a voll of bills, plead guilty, and
place $200 on the desk. ™

In Madison, the investipator visited the
Bush and denubied “an attracuve young [TH1E
ian girl” as “the queen of the bootleggers.” She
“catered exclusiv ely o a fraternity house cli-
entele.” At the University of Wisconsin, Buck-
ley conferred with an assistant dean of
women, who told him that she knew of "no
drinking or revelry on the part of the young
lacies under her supervision.” Yer the dean
impressed him "as one who would not be likely
to be cognizant of such conditions.’ "l |hl'|n—
rance of the lawbreaking, he implied, was in-
dicative of exceptional naivete. “Soft drink
establishmens. dispensing beverages of a
harder variery than the name implies,” Tour-
ished not :mh in Madison, but alsoin Shelwoy-
gan, Manitowoe, Green  Bay, Appleton,
Racine, and Kenosha, Thev Hourished in
Fond du Lac, wo, but in that city the author-
ties frowned on “other forms of vice,"™™ Mil-
waukee had the most ethicient police torce in
the state, according to the report, but in
March, 1930, prohibinon  agents  seized
ewenty-four large stills, one of which WS Ci -
ble of producing twenty-five gallons of 190-
proot iquor an hour™

Despite the amassing of such evidence, the
Wickersham Commission could not agree
upon modification of the Eighieenth Amend-
ment. Two conunission members, Newton 1.
Baker and Monwe M. Leman, favored repeal-
ing the Amendment and returning o |h1;
states the responsibility for liquor control,
third, Henry W. Anderson, argued for |fl1p1-
mg Sweden'ssvstem of government-regulated
liquor monopoly, and he won the support of
several other commissioners, including Wick-

S 1 A N T
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ersham. Shortly before Hoover released the
report. however, he announced that “the com-
mission, by a large majority, does not favor the
repeal of the eighteenth amendment as
method of cure for the inherent abuses of tlu
liguor rattic.” And he added, *Lam in accord
with this view.”” What Hoover did, thoughi
Walter Lippmann, “was to evade a direct and
:-xp“;ir official confession that federal l,_ll'llhi-
bition 1s a hopeless failure.” Other critics were
both puzzled and disappointed., “Is | Hoover's)

Kyvig, Repealrng Neteona! Profulstion, 115-1 14
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action either constructive o courageous?”
queried The Netion, “Is his trearment of the
report e his message of ransmittal even hon-
g oo

N the end, of course, the J.'..if_"‘h'

teenth Amendment was re-

pealed; but that was afier the coming of the
“Walrey |:-|!|IIII--‘II L MThe Great Wickerslurin . Mys-
tery,” e Vienity Favr, April, 151, 41-42
Wisrse Casmloinmeled.” i The N

Bl are :||.'-l-1,'-| m Kovig, R
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GLAD. JOIHN BARLEYCORN

Great Depression and after Franklin D.
Roosevelt had deteated Hoover in 1932, By
that time, several states had expressed formal
disapproval of prohibition, and Wisconsin was
one of them. In 1926, Wisconsin had voted
overwhelmingly in favor of amending the Vol-
stead Act to permit the manufacture and sale
of beer with 2.75 per cent alecohol. Only Con-
gress could amend the act, however, and liule
came of the referendum. In April, 19249, citi-
zens of Wisconsin voted 1o repeal the state's
prohibition enforcement law, the Severson
Act. ™

A major influence in the passage of these
referenda was the Associaton Against the
Prohibition Amendment, Under the leader-
ship of men such as Dr. | |. Seelman, presi-
dent of the Milwaukee Medical Society, and
Fred Pabst, a heavy contributor o wet cam-
paigns, the AAPA devoted great energy o re-
peal of the Severson Act. Governor Blaine,
harassed by the problems of prohibition en-
forcement in Wiscomsin, became a uselul ally.
As early as 1924, he was writing Fred Pabsi:

Wisconsin has very good enforcement of
the liquor laws, but if [the drys] are going
o have absolute prohibition they 1.-.'i1$
have to find some scheme of uprosting
the grapevine, destroving the dundelion,
the clover, and the hundreds of {ruis
outof which is made wine: then, to make
the pl'uhihitiu:n complete, the prohibi-
tion of the growing of cotn, rve. barley,
and other prains out of which malt and
spirituous [1.:&:'] liquors may be made; and
lElt‘u. to mike the prohibition absoluiely
complete, 1t would be necessary to have o
law thar would destroy practically the en-
tire vegetable kingdom, And even when
they got through with all this perfection,
inventive ingenuiry of the human race
would probably be able 1o extract the
necessary ingredients from the air, From
the soil, or from the water

NO1926, Governor Blamme cam-
paigned tor the senate seat occu-
pied by Irvine Lenroot. Pledging lovalty to

.I:INilllh.’t:i.ll ".:llfl'“nl'ﬂ;-i‘ LITRER 14 ] I. H LS ‘}rl:‘l{,‘l"‘.'-lll.l 1 illlil. .I_"I 1-
tereement, Eufovcement of the Frofeifation Lans, TV NS
[THELEN

WRLnne 1o Pabse, Oceober 30 1924, the Bline Pa-
pers. See also Blame w James Coweens, Febroary 6, 1925,

i

“the will of the people as expressed in the ref-
erendum on the Wet and Dry question,” and
identifving Lenroot as a wool of special inter-
ests, Blaine was successful, He served only one
term, but betore leaving ofhee he proposed a
comstitutional amendment for the repeal ol
prohibition. Modified to satisty the AAPA amd
other antiprohibitionists, the Blaine resolu-
tion was quickly adopted and sent to the siates.
On December 5, 1933, Utah became the
thirty-sixth state to ratify, and the Twenty-hirst
Amendment became a part of the Constitu-
tion of the United States.™!

What remains o be sand about the Drv Dec-
ade? In recent years, historians, sociologisis,
and persons concerned with alcohol and drug
abuse have been taking a fresh look at Ameri-
ca's expenience with  prohibition. Among
other things, they have been making a good
case tor a congeries of related arguments: tha
the Eighteenth Amendment and the Volstead
Act were not qust foolish aberrations of
narrow-minded puritans; that prohibition was
in fact far more effective in reducing ethanaol
consumption than what the toregoing discus-
sion might lead one w believe: that prohibi-
tion modified American drinking habits and
made possible the acceptance of moderaton
as the norm: that prohibition largely elimi-
fated a toul and nefarous insttution, the old-
me saloon: and that the Focus of avtention
tockay should not be on the prohibitionises, bu
on the mature of alcohol narcosis and the rea-
sems for high rates of morbidity in some soci-
eties, ™

I have attempted 1o show that during the
F920°s the drinking habits of many citizens of
Wisconsin represented a rejection of coercive
reform and sumptuary legislation, Twould not
argue that this state became a haven for soaks
and sots, bibbers and hoozers. On the con-
trary, what is impressive in the evidence is not

P County Progressive Bepublican Conmmittes 1o
Fellow Voter of Grant County, campaign letter enclosc
in Chrestinson (o Bline October 25 1926, Blane Pa
prets; Kys ig, I?r;.n-n.l'ugg Netpenegd P r.n’.'.-n'.'.rl'l.-.-l.-, 1a49-142,

=G Burnham, “New Perspectives an the Proli-
tion “Experiment’ of the 192007 i the fowsd of Socinl
Flosfory, 2 5163 (Fall, 19383 Joseph B Gushedd, “Frohi-
Bition: The Topace ol Politieal Utopianism.,”™ in john
Bracman, Robert H. Bremner, and David Brody, eds..
I..'fgrnj_gr i 'I'.'on!urmf_? I Tuwrl.l‘ﬁ'.l'.llr-i'.'ﬂ|lul'_||- Americea: The
F820% (Columbus, 1968, 27 [=308; Lender and Martin,
le'm.';!.lll.'g oo Amereci, 1 36=147: f:lurL. Delemer L'y If.n-r.ll |l:'ilr'|'I
W=
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the mtensity with which people violated the
Volstead Act in Wisconsin, bui the modera-
tion they exercised in breakinng the Law, One of
the Wickersham Commission's investigators
was puzeled by that very moderation. Wiscon-
sin, he noted, had “large blocks of population
coming directly from countries such as Ger-
many and Poland, where the use of alcohol is
an almost umversal custom.” Yet he conld nm
explain “why there are not more open viola-
tions of the law than are apparent.” Perhaps,
he thought, it was because “the German ele-
ment particularly were naturvally inclined o
orderliness and lawtulness,™ He had a point,
but I think his point could be applied wothes
ethnic groups with equal toree.

At the Umiversity of Wisconsin, our Viro-
gua student had a classmate from Lobrville in
Waushara Countv. Swedes and [talans were
the first to arrive there in large numbers, and
the Italians of Lohrville, like the ltalians of
Madison, were highly skilled stonecutters. Ina
section of his paper devored o leisure-time
activities, this scholarly son of Italian parents
described the wav Lalian lamilies would get
together three or four times during the sum-
mer season and spend o dayv at the lake, Thisis
what he wrote:

Each fanuly furnishes their own meals,
and a keg [of] beer and plenty of wine are

faanomal Commussion o Law Cservianae sl En-
foarcement. Enfarcement of Sie Prodabebon Laws 1050,
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taken along and those who have a thirst
have all the opportunities thev could
wish for toquenchit. The day is really an
interesting spectacle to witness, games
are plaved, varns are traded, old times
and old friends are recalled, and a good
time is had by all, When evening comes
the three or four cars among the pienic
goers make three and four trips from the
town to the lake so that all the pt'u]l;]r: are
sure of gewing to the lake and back
home, All the transportation is -
nished by the men who own the cars, and
no charge s made or asked of the people.
The remarkable thing about such a gath-
ering is that the Italian people . .. can
cooperate with each other for adav and
with such cooperation we have the Tune-
tioning to perfection of a social group.™

The Lohralle lalians were breaking the
[aw, to be sure, but who would wish 1o rad
their picnic and confiscate theiwr wine? The su-
perpatriots who had once identified Wiscon-
sin as the “traitor state” might do so, but hke
the prohibitonists that many of them became,
theyv took the trouble o understand neither
the richness of Wisconsin's ethme heritage,
nor the ties that span sodial cleavages 1o allow
for the building of true community, the kind
ol commumnity that unites this state,

“Eugene Cappeleni, A Begional Survey of Lohrville,
Wisconzin.” paperin Stiudent Becords Experimental Cal-
lege, Class 4 (1930-1932), College of Letters and Science,
University of Wisconsin Archives, Madison



WISCONSIN
MAGAZINE OF
HISTORY

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin = Vol. 59, No. 1 = Autumn, 1975




Published quarterly by the
State Historical Sodety of
Wisconsin, 816 State Street,
Madlison, Wisconsin 53706
Distributed to members as part
of their dues. {(Annual member-
ship, $7.50, or §5 for those
over & or members of affiliated
societies; family membership,
$10, or §7 for those over 65 or
members of affilinted societies;
contributing, 55 business and
professional, $50; sustaining,
5100 or more annually; patron,
£500 or more anmually) Single
numbers $1.75. Microfilmed
copics available through
University Microdilms, 300
MNorth Zech Road, Ann Arbaor,
Michigan #8106, reprint
valumes available from Kraus
Reprint Company, Route 100,
Millwood, New York 10546,
Communications should be
addressed to the editor. The
Society does not assume
responsibility for statements
made by contributors.  Second-
class postage paid at Madison
and Stevens Point, Wisconsin,
Copyright (@ 1976 by the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin,
Paid for in part by the Maria
L. and Simeon Mills Editorial
Fund and by the George B,
Burrows Fund.

Pavr H, Hass
EniToRr

WitLiam G, MARTEN
AssoctATE Emimor

Joun O, Hovzuverer
AsSISTANT EDITOR

Volume 59, Number | / Autumn, 1975

WISCONSIN
MAGAZINE OF

HISTORY

Spiritualism in Wisconsin in the Nineteenth Century 3
Mary Farrell Bednarowshi
Truman and the Historians:
The Reconstruction of Postwar American History 20
Robert Griffith
Allied Relations in Iran, 1941-1947:
The Origins of a Cold War Crisis al
Eduard M. Mark
Book Reviews b4
Book Review Index 77
Wisconsin History Checklist 78
Accessions B2
Contributors 88



Socicte’s Iconographic Colledtion

Lake Mills vitlage preen in the mid-1870%, a time when this small Jefferson County ORI
uris o8 .'l";;fhhlﬂf cemler for \'_II'.'.'i'.'I'H".U'n:I-n' rn.l'.;'."n'l'.'.. The If.l.i‘.ll.l]l’-';-:.l'lrlf.l}l Teas adde I'.'.-.' Andreas . IJ.-JJ?!
af Dy Foreif,




Spiritualism in Wisconsin
in the Nineteenth Century

By Mary Farrell Bednarowski

T IS customary to designate 1859,

the publication wear of Charles
Darwin's Origin of Species, as the starting date
of the religion-science conflict of the nine
teenth century. But the battle between the
churches and science over the theories and im-
plications of evolution was merely a contin-
vation of a strugele for authority that had
been in existence, off and on, for centuries,
Long hefore 1859—at the end of the eight-
eenth and in the beginning of the nineteenth
centuries—science had begun divesting the
universe of its supernatural qualities and
calling into question the teachings of orthodox
religion. Scholarship in such areas as arche
ology, anthropology, philology, comparative
religions, and geology led 10 doubts about
some of the wruths of Christianity that be
liecvers had always taken for granted: the
creation of the world by 4 benevolent, omni-
potent God; the divinity of Christ; the sur-
vival of the soul after death.

Higher Criticism—Biblical criticism based
upon scientific metheds—was undermining the
Bible, describing it as a collection of pious
writings, human in origin. Anthropelogical
and archeological studies revealed that man
had lived on earth thousands of years previous
w GO00—4000 m.c., the approximate date of
creation generally accepled in the Christian
world., Studies in comparative literature ex-
posed the Song of Solomon as an Oriental love
poem, and a fairly typical one at that. Ad
vances in philology cast suspicion on the tra-

ditional explanation for the origin of lan-
puages—that they arose upon the destruction
of the Tower of Babel. The study of com-
parative religions indicated that some of the
truths most basic to Christian tradition—the
Creation, the Deluge, a Messiah of divine
origin, the Resurrection—had foundations in
ancient pagan myths of pre-Christian times.
And geological findings abou the age of the
earth caused doubt about the Creation ac
count in Genesis,

The resule of all this scholarship was reli-
gious skepticism in nineteeth-century culture,
a pradual inability to believe in either the
divine origins of the universe or in the el-
ficacy of adhering 1o organized religion. The
possibility that science could render religion
ohsolete had @ liberating effect on some per-
sons. Convinced that religion was based on
superstition, and confident that, as Auguste
Comie had predicted, religion would fade
away as a necessary human institution, there
were those who happily accepted their place
in a4 materialist universe. But for many, what
appeared to be the supplanting of religion
by science brought only suffering. Torn be-
tween the desire to believe in a Supreme
Being and the equally strong need o probe
and to analyze with the tools of science, many
persons of the nineteenth century found them-
selves in an agonizing intellectual dilemma.,
It was their misfortune to live, as an English
historian put it, in one of those “trying per-
iods of human history when devotion and

8
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intelligence appear to be opposed.”™ The old
beliels were crumbling, and there was nothing
with which to replace them except a horrible
suspicion that man was abandoned in an in-
different universe, that "the grave appears
to be the end of all, human goodness nothing
but a name; and the sky above this universe
a dead expanse, black with the vaid from
which God himself has disappeared.”

It was during the middle of the nineteenth
century, in this climate of doubt and anxiety,
that American  Spiritualism  originated  in
18483 In March of that vear Margaret and
Kate Fox, the voung daugliers of farmer
John Fox of Hydesville, in western New York,
heard rappings and taps which came to be
interpreted as evidence that the spirits of
the dead were trving to contact the world of
the living. Within months of the Ffirst rap-
pings, Margaret and Kate were in Rochester,
New York, developing their spirit-contacting
powers under the tutelage of their married

' From James Anthony Frowde, History of England
from the Fall of Wolsey ta the Defeat of the Sparish
Armadn, as quoted in Walter E. Houghon, The Fie-
foraan Framie of Mind (New Haven, Connecticut, 1‘35?}.
[

"ﬁtnp[l]nl Brooke, f,f_fr and feliers l?f Frederic W.
Robertson, quoted {bid, B,

* Certainly there was evidence of the belief in human
coammunication with spivits long bhefore 1848, par-
ticularly among the Shakers and the followers of Eman-
el Swedenborg, But the Spivitualists themselves date
the beginning of modern Spivitwalism  from 1848,
There are several histories of Spiritualism availalle,
although none is definitive. An older work is Framk
Podmore's Modern Spiritwalism; 4 History and a
Cresicism  (London, 1902 a more recent volume is
Slater Brown's The Heyday of Spivitualism (New York,
14970, & ¢lear, though nonscholarly and occasionally sen-
sationalist acceunt of the history aml background of
nineteenth-century Spiritualism. Geoffrey Nelson treats
British and American Spiritvalism from a sociologi-
cal perspective in Spiritualism and Society (New York,
1969, Howard Hastings Keyr analyzes the influence
of Spiritnalism on nineteenih-centpry American litera-
ture i Mediyms gqred .S'l‘.ljrﬂ-ﬂalf.lf,mrs areed Rn;rfr:rfllg Redi-
eals  (Chicago, 1973 the author's unpublished dis-
sertation interprets Spiritualism as an attempt to re-
solve the religion-science conflict of the nineteenth
century. See Mary F. Bednarowski, “Nincteenth Cen-
IIJ.t‘:,' .-\.n:!’!r[f‘ﬂu Spirirlluliam: An ."'q.tlrnlpd al a S{:ir'rlti-
fic Religion™ (PhD. disseration, University of Min-
nesota, 1978}, Another discussion of the connection
lctween Spiritualism and science appears in B, Law-
rence Moore, “Spiritialism and Science: Reflections
on the First Decade of the Spirit Rappings” in the
American Quarterly, 24 474500 (October, 1972).

4

sister Leah Fish. As news of the rappings
spread throughout the Middle Atlantic states
and New England, spirit circles' began to
spring up in great numbers, Hundreds of
people discovered that they, too, possessed
the power to communicate with spirits, and
the spirit manifestations began to increase in
sophistication. The spirits not only rapped;
they also moved furniture, played musical
instruments, and poked and pinched living
members of the spirit circles,

For many the spirit manifestations bespoke
nothing more than a novelty, a sensational
kind of parlor entertainment. But as bizarre
as the spirit phenomena may seem, they
nevertheless came to be interpreted by thou-
sands as evidence that the spirits of the dead
were trying to communicate with the world
of the living in order to reveal indisputably
that life exists beyond the grave. The spirit
manifestations provided believers with the
physical, laboratory evidence whereby religion
would be put on the same footing as science,
Through the spirit messages, helievers became
convinced that life went on beyond the grave
much as it did on earth and that the spirit
world, like the material world, was governed
by natural laws which mankind could come
o comprehend.  This conviction led the
Spiritualists to claim that theirs was a reli-
gion “separate in all respects from any exist-
ing sects, because it bases all its alfirmations
purely upon the demonstration of fact, sci-
ence, and narural law, a law which applies to
the natral and to the supernatural worlds
alike."* As a religion based on knowledge,
then, rather than belief, Spiritualism provided
an alternative to the unquestioning faith de-
manded by traditional religions as well as to
the belict in a totally materialistic world
which was seemingly demanded by science.

There were only three tenets that were es-

PSpirit circles were informal groups consisting of
a medium, or one who professed (o have highly de-
veloped peychic powers, and several followers, vsually
not more than ten or twelve, Spiritmalist periodicals
during the second hall of the nincteenth century
abounded with advice on the best physical and mensal
conditions for harmonions spirit circles,

*Emma Hardinge Hritten, Modern American Spir-
itwalism: A Twenty Years' Record of the Communion
Between Earth and the World of Spivits (New York,
1aray, 17,
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A meeting of Spivitunlists in Dodwareh Hall, New York City, i the late 186805,

sential to Spiritualism: “First, that man has
a spirit; Second, that this spirit lives after
death; Third, that 4t can hold intercourse
with human beings on earth® But from
these basic beliefs there evolved a body ol
religious doctrine that offered its adherents
a solution to the dilemma posed by the need
to believe in an afterlife coupled with their
inability to accept the existence of life after
death on the basis of faith alone.

Because Spiritualism was always a loosely
organized movement, the number of fosllowers
has never been determined exactly.” Within
several years of its beginnings, however, Spir:

* Nathaniel P, Tallmadge to the Editor of the Spir-
itual Telegraph, Januwary 22, 1859, in the Nathaniel
P. Tallmadge Papers (micrefilm edition, 1973%), State
Historical Society of Wisconsin.

itualism had spread across the country, and
there were spirit circles in every state of the
Union and in many of the territories as well,

Vv ISCONSIN proved fertile
ground for nurturing of Spir-

itualism. Within twenty vears of the Hydes-

"E. Branch Douglas cstimates the number of Spir-
itualists at the height of the movement at one million,
including all those who merely believed that the
spirit. manifestations were genuwine, See The  Senti-
mental  Years (New York, 193), 366-370. In The
Burned-over District  (Ithaca, Mew York, 1950), 349,
Whitney Cros sets the count at one and a half mil-
liom, In Modern American Spiritualisse, Emma Har-
dinge Britten, a Spiritualist herself, srates that there
were cleven anillion Spivitualists in the United States
in I86T. but that number seems highly optimistic,

b



WISCONSIN MAGAFINE OF HISTORY

avTusmn, 1975

ville rappings, spirit circles had sprung up
in most cities of any size as well as in rural
areas. There were regional organizations such
as the Northwestern Wisconsin Spiritualists’
Confercnce which held conventions in such
places as River Falls and Oshkosh and con-
ducted summer camps at Omro similar to
the famous resort meetings a2t Lilydale in
western New York, Spiritualists held repu.
larly scheduled church services in Milwaukee,
Madison, Janesville, Fond du Lac, and Ap-
pleton. A newspaper, the Spirvitualist, was
published for almest a year during 1868 in
Appleton and Janesville. The only Spiritu-
alist college in the nation, the Morris Pratt
Institute, was built in Whitewater in 1888,
Hourishing there, and later in Milwaukee,
well into the twentieth century. Until 1972,
when the organization moved to Cassadaga,
Florida, the National Spiritualist Association
of Churches had its headquarters in Milwau.
kee. And to this day Spiritualists gather in
the summer for lectures, seances, and healings
in the small town of Wonewoo in Juneau
County®

The state boasts famous and respected cit-
izens who espoused the new belief. Ex-
governor Nathaniel P. Tallmadge was an
ardent believer in and defender of Spiritu-
alism, as were Warren Chase, founder of
Ceresco, the Fourierist commmunity at Ripon,
and Lyman G. Draper of the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, One ol Spiritualism’s
most famous trance speakers, Cora L. V. Rich-

*There is no general history of Spiritualism in Wis-
conzin, but, perhaps due to the interests and influence
of Lyman €. Ivaper, the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin has an extensive collection of material on
Spiritualism. In addition to numerows books, its hokd-
ings include folders of pamphlets: files of the Shekinah,
¥pivit Messenger, Tiffany’s Monthly, and other Spir-
itnalist periodicals: the annual procesdings of the
Natiomal Conference of Spiritualists; relevant mang-
seripl collections such as the Tallmadge Papers, the
Draper Correspondence, the James G, Howard Papers,
the John & Williams Papers, the Ada L. James
Papers, the Joscph Sprague Correspondence, the Simon
Sherman Reminiscences, and lettevs from George White
1 Richard Stoughton and frem Ronrad Meidenbauer
ey his brodher, In additton, the Altfwanhes ﬂ'r-nl'fnﬂl_,
unlike virtwally all other Wisconsin newspapers, has
been indexed for much of the mnineteenih century
(1837 to 1879, and the index may be consulted at
the Milwaukee Public Library for references to Spiv-
itualist activities throughout the state.

G

mond, began her career as a child healer in
Lake Mills. Robert Schilling of Milwaukee,
German-American labor reformer and editor,
became a Spiritualist in his later vears, and
Peter Houston of Cambria, inventor of many
of the attachments for the Eastman-Kodak
camera, was a Spiritualist® Ella Wheeler
Wilcox was a Spiritualist during part of her
life, as is evidenced by much of her poetry,

Assessing accurately the number of Spir-
itualists in Wisconsin in the nineteenth cen-
tary is difficult for several reasons. First,
there is a dearth of objective information
about the movernent. Newspapers frequently
give information about the more sensational
side of Spiritualism—news about the perform-
ances of wvarious mediums, discoveries of
frauds, and other scandals connected with
Spiritualism. Thev also published routine
notices of Spiritualist church services and of
meetings and conventions in various parts of
the state.

However, popular newspapers generally
adopted a hostile attitude toward Spiritualism,
and the Milwauwhkee Sentinel especially ook
an editorial stance that regarded Spiritualism
as at best ridiculous and at worst dangerous
to mental, physical, and spiritual health. The
Sentine!l noted the advent of the movement
in Milwaukee in 1851 at the home of a Mr.
Loomis, probably John M., Loomis of the
Clarke and Loomis lumber firm. In the same
issue a Milwaukee liquor firm, True and Hoyt,
took advantage of this news to key an adver-
tisement to puns on “spirits,”" who, "by their
continual knockings . . . have succeeded in
knocking out the bung of a cask of Brandy,
and we are informed by its spirit o be the
best in the State.” Two weeks later the
Sentinel scoffed at a report of rappings in
Plymouth Congregational Church of which
John J. Miter was minister, And on July 12,
1851, it prematurely predicted that “the
‘Knocking' humbug seems to be at its last

gasp.?

UMyfanwy Morgan Archer, "Wisconsin Man Tnven-
tor of Folding Film Roll Kodak Features,” in the
Wisconsin Magazine of History, 16: 287 (March, 1933).
Archer addi that Houwston used to make frequent
visits to John Muir's Hickory Hill Farm, where the two
men would fall into “heated wrangling” abouwt the
temets of Spiritaalism,

" Milwaukee Semfinel, January 3, January 14, July
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Letters, diaries, periodicals, articles, ser-
mons, biographies, and autobiographies writ-
ten by the Spiritualists themselves reveal the
motivations of those who espoused the new
belief and the degree and namre of their in-
valvement with it. With such sources as these,
of course, it is necessary to go cautiously in
order to gain objective evidence from ardent
believers.

The statistical evidence is difficult to deal
with also. In 1859 the Sentinel quoted the
Spiritual Register's state-by-state membership
statistics, ‘The Register lists 70,000 Spiricu-
alists in Wisconsin in 1859 and 80,000 in
1860.1  Since the population of Wisconsin
was 775,881 in 1RG0, 80,000 believers, more
than 10 per cent, seems excessive. Coupled
to this is the fact that Spiritualists notorionsly
overestimated the number of their followers
and often included those who merely believed
the spirit phenomena to be genuine but who
did not engage in Spiritualist activities. On
the other hand, the census of 1890, the first in
which denominations reported membership,
shows that there were 354 Spiritualists in Wis-
consin. This number seems quite low in view
of the fact that in 1895 there were four Spir-
itualist organizations, including one German-
5ptaking group, in Milwaukee alone.’

A“l‘ just about the time that the
Milwaukee Sentinel was proph-
esving the end of Spiritualism in 1831, it
began to be apparent to some that the spirit

12, 1851, Along with irs news articles the Semfined
frequently included editorinl remarks,  Even the ve-
porting of a simple anpowncement cccasioned & snide
comment: the Sentinel veported that the Spiritualists
would have a “Pic-Nic” in Elm Grove and added,
“Howgver prone they may be 1o commune with the
soul, we presume they will go in a body,” Auvgost 14,
1862,

U Milwaukes Sentinel, February 7, Febroary 8, |BG0
The February 7, 1839, issue also includes the com-
ment, “If the Register will now tell ws in blazing
mumerals, how many wrelches have lost their reason—
how many have been hurried inte eternity by suicide
amnd murderous  hands—how many families have been
separiated—how  many wives sent adrift opon the
streams of infamy—how many husbands wrecked, men-
tally and morally, and how many are now eking out,
i life in our humane institutions—all through the
agency of Spiriivalism—we shall ook upon the sa-
tistics as of infinitely greater importance.”

manifestations gave promise of revealing in-
disputable knowledge about the existence of
lite after death and that they thus could put
an end to the religious skepticism and despair
of the period. Among the first to see the
religious significance of the spirit phenomena
was Judge John Worth Edmonds of the State
Supreme Court of New York, a convert to
Spiritualism who was influential in the de-
velopment of many Wisconsin Spiritualists,
particularly Nathaniel P. Tallmadge,'* who
became convinced of the wuth of Spiritualism
when  he attended seances in Washingion,
D.G., conducted by Margaret and Kate Fox.
Edmonds had been drawn to seances while
attempting to deal with his overwhelming
grief after the death of his wite, Edmonds
needed to believe in a lite hereafter, but
could not do so through faith alone. From
his point of view Spiritualism offered the only
comsolation in a world which demanded a
choice between the certain knowledge offered
by science and the consolations of religion;

If it [Spiritnalism] had, as it seemed to
hawe, a most intimate connection with our
religious faith, it was worth while to in-
quire what effect it was to have in that
respect, and whether it was addressed most
to those who already professed some reli-
gious sect, or o that still greater number
who made no such professions and had no
such connection. My intercourse with the
wotld had taught me that most of the edu-
cated and intelligent among the people be-
longed to the Iatter class, and 1 found that
IMANY, YEry [many, ﬁecrell}' felt as I did.
They had heard and read so many contri-
dictory statements, that they hardly knew

W Witransin Blue _.rf.':lr_r.k_, 1864, i‘l:r,’a. 192.198: Cam-
fremivern of the Tith Census; 1890, P 305; Milwaukes
Cify Divectory, 1805, p. 54,

“Tallmadge made public his belief in Spiritualism
when he defended Judge Edmonds from a published
anonymous atack. He was a frequent visitor to Judge
Edmonds” home in New York City, where he attended
seances of the judge’s spivit circle, the Circle of Hope,
Tallmadge alse wrote an appendix io Judge Edmonds'
twosvedume work, Spirifwalism, in which he recounted
his own experiences. Tallmadge's wife and children
espoused Spiritualism also, amd two of his daoghters
du‘c]np«d powers  as [.m*_.r:hin:s-, according  to Emma
Hardinge Britten, they knew of the death of John
Macy, a prominens Fomd du Lac businessman  who
drowned when the Niagare burned off Port Washing-
ton in 1856, a day before the news reached Fond du
Lae
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what to believe on that most momentous
of all subjects, the life after death

This dual !'mpf:—l!]mr_ the 5pi1'fls mighl pro-
vide certainty about the existence of God and
of a life after death—is a constant theme in the
writings of Wisconsin Spiritualises in the nine
teenth century. It became especially prevalent
during the Civil War era, when premature
deaths touched the lives ol thousands, and
the problems of coping with being widowed
or orphaned or rendered childless attracted
many to Spiritualism. At the very beginning
of the decade, John Dean of Poriage City
wrote about his experiences—expericnces that
were to become familiar throughout the state
during the rest of the 1860's. He answered
an inguiry put to him by his father-in-law,
James Corydon Howard of Milwaukee, Dean
had attended severil seances in the fall of
1860, and he claimed thar he was “as ignovand
a5 any novice can well be; and yet I now, as
ever since last fall, feel so much inferest in
the subject, that I still wish to enquire il
there is anything in sound reason and philos-
ophy upon which to found such a system.”
Dean mentions that he did not believe that
a manifestation he saw at a neighbor's was
genuine beciuse the room in which it ocour-
red was dark. But he strikes the familiar note
that religion is useless because one cannot
know for certain if its truths are real: “The
human mind, ({or spirit) supposed to be a
part of the Great Father of Spirits, is so con-
stituted, or constructed, that it may be said
1o be i prossibile o prove, or disprove anything
of a spiritual or religious nature, except by
faith alone. We say we believe, or we do nol
believe, yer we prove, nor disprove nothing,
merely  becavse we have no fangible  evi-
dence”' For John Dean the spirits repre-
sented at least the possibility of obtaining
this tangible evidence.

R. T, Mason, a prominent Appleton Spir-
itualist, echoed the conviction that religion
had failed to provide homanity with any cer-
tain answer about what becomes of the indi-

" John Worth Edmonds and George Dexter, M.D.,
fedsy, Spivftualion (dth ed., New York, 1858), 10 7-2,

' James Corydon Howarnd from John Dean, April 238,
1861, in the James Corydon MHowanl Papers, Box §
Archives-Manuscripts Division, State Historical Society
of Wisconsin.

8

vidual after death. This failure of other
religions led Mason to pursue Spiritualism.
In 18649 Mason explained his views to Lyman
Copeland Draper, secretary of the State His
torical Society. Draper had become attracted
to Spiritualism in [868 because of the death
of loved ones and because he hoped to unravel
historical mysteries by communicating with
deceased prindpals in notable events. Mason
wrote Draper; “T began my investigation of
this subject more than ten years agoe mostly
lor the reason that the dogmatic teachings
ol the modern church were so notoriously in
collision with the . . . doctrines of the indi-
vidual sciences that | found myself adrift
and gradually sinking into a hopeless ma-
terialisor, T was glad to fall upon the founda-
tions ab a positive taith—a faith supported
by reason—thar faith I recognize in Spiritu-
alism,” In spite of his feelings about organized
relipion, Mason cautioned Draper not to be
hasty about severing his ties with his church
{in Draper's case the Baptist church in which
he was a deacon). He stated that if he were
Draper, "1 should insist on my right to look
into these things and not until T felt as
though the Church was unduly restraining my
liberty would 1 take myself out of an organ-
ization which 1 found heretofore so profit
able,"* Perhaps this kind of social awareness
led to Mason's being supported for the presi-
dency of the Wisconsin Spiritualists, for which
he was favored beeause of his “good standing
in the community.”¥

The poer Ella Wheeler Wilcox, who soaght
answers in Spiritualism, Theosophy, and New
Thought, felt dismay as a child that her family
expressed no great interest in the things of
the spirit: "I heard the grown-ups talking
in an agnostic manner about things spiritual,
I recollect just how crude and limited their

R, T. Mason ts Lyman C. Draper, January 17,
1869, in Box 17 of the Dimaper Correspondence, Ar-
{‘I:lil'::ﬁ-h'lunustripls Division, State Historical Society
of Wisconsin. Draper did not take Mason's alvice;
he began w stay away from church services and “de-
clined telling” the minister his reason. Finally Draper
wrote @ letter to the First Baptist Church explaining
his wiews and withdrawing from the congregation.
The Baptists waited two months, hoping that Draper
would change his mind, before they expelled him.

"H. & Brown, M.D., to Lyman C. Draper, May
22, May 30, August 2, 1869, in the Draper l"mrespcnd

enge.
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minds seemed to me and in my heart was
such a soft wonderful feeling of faith and
ENOWLEDGE of worlds beyond this world.”
As she grew older the poet concluded that
her family was not “atheistical,” but rather
“too advanced intellectually to accept the old
eternal hrimstone idea of hell and the eternal
psalmsinging idea of heaven; it refused to
accept the story of the recent Formation of
the earth, knowing science had proof of its
vast antiguity; . . . so the Wheeler family
was reganded as heretical by church people,"®
Ella Wheeler Wilcox considered her [amily
typical of those whose progressive minds
had outgrown the dictates of traditional re
ligion and could not accept evidence ot the
existence of the spiritual world without
scientific proof.

Even those who did not espouse Spiritu
alism or believe that 5pi1'il phenomena were
genuine sympathized with the dilemma which
the New Revelation was attempting to solve.
As a young teacher in 1876 and 1877, Charles
Van Hise boarded with a Spiritualist family
at Union, Wisconsin, in Rock County. In
a letter to a friend he recounted some of the
Spiritualists' beliefs, particularly those that
opposed organized religion, and went on to
say, "It is hard 10 tell what to believe when
one says, ‘'believe thus and so' or you will
suffer everlasting tortures, another that you
will live and be happy in the hereafter, and
another that this world is the last of lile,
They are all sure that theirs is the true doc
tine, and great men are among each. , . . I
have been thinking of this for 2 or 3 years,
and I am no nearer to a solution of the
mystery than I was at frse.”'™

T HE great antipathy on the part

of Spiritualists toward organized

religion, combined with their desire to uphold
certain religious beliefs—chiefly that the soul
and personality of the individual survived
lFl{: dcilt!l 'i}f 1!1{; E}DLE}' i'i':'tll ‘_'(l'll]{{ return o
earth to communicate with the living—re

EElla Wheeler Wilcox, The Worlds and I (New
York, 1918), 66.

“ULewers of Charles Richard Van Hise” in the
Wiscansin aUﬂgra:Irrc af Fﬁ.'f!r:lr_'rr o4 191 (Dccl:'m'ht::r,
14440},

Society's lconographic Collection

Ella Whecler Wilcox.
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sulted in a body of religious tenets that can
accurately be called radical in contrast to
coptemporary prevailing beliefs, The Spir-
itualists claimed that the mainstream religions
had gone astray for a variety of reasons: their
insistence on a vengeful, punishing God; a
corrupt, hypocritical clergy who terrorized
their flocks into helief with threats of eternal
damnation; blind acceptance of the Bible as
the only source of divine revelation; hypoc
risy and lack of Christian love on the part
of church members for their fellow persons.

Warren Chase, founder of Cervesco, the
Fourier community at Ripon, and a champion
of radical causes all his lite, was a particularly
harsh  oritic of organized  religion,  Chase
traveled extensively in Wisconsin, Hlinois,
and the eastern states during the 1850' and
1860°s giving lectures on "Phrenology, Phys-
iology. Geology, Temperance, Land Reform,
and other subjects” He claimed that he did
not accept pay until “the autumn of ‘52,
when most other business was dispensed with,
and the dispensation of our new gospel |[Spir-
itualism] absorbed his time, and he entered
the field as a lecturer, mainly on spirit life
and intercourse, and the philosophy of that
life and our intercourse with i."%

Like many others who experimented with
spirit circles in the early 1850%s, Chase and
his friends in Fond du Lac and Ripon did
not immediately succeed in establishing con-
tact with the spirit world. In fact, it was six
months betore the members of Chase's circle
were able 1o produce raps, and then only
through the mediumship of a young Preshy-
terian woman.?' Chase reported that at this
meeting he felt raps all over his body dealt
by the spirits of his two dead sons. Accord-
ing ta Chase, he and his fellow Spiritualisis

= Warren Chase, The Life-Line of the Lone One or
Autobiography of the Worlds Child (Boston, 1BST),
170, Clhase wefers 1o himsell im the thind  person
!h]’lll]“]l(iul II1¢: ||-||r:|k. FI'ur|1J<‘IIII'!. as [he l.m:li' I:_-Il'lé.
In addition 1o his ineecest in Spivicealism, Chase was
a vegetarian, a tectotaler, and an advocate of women's
vights. He was the Free Soil candidate for governor
of Wisconsin in 1850 and served in the Wisconsin
legislature and as a member of both Wisconsin con-
stititional converiions.

=i, 174, The young lady was convinced by her
Family and her religious superiors that  the spiric
phenomena were produced by the Bevil, and she
abandoned her activities as a medium

1

Saciete's Jl.l:hn-uﬁmph-.l.' Collection

Warren Chase, Spivitualist and founder of the Fourier-
ite rommunify at Ceresen.

suffered a great deal of ridicule from the
Christians of the area for persisting in at-
tempts o contact spirits. But Chase spoke
out just as strongly, making it clear that the
Christians were the misguided ones: “Fools!
what do you go weekly for vears to the church
for, and never find God, nor any sign that
there is God, except those that the infidel
has in common with you, in nature!"# Chase
loathed the claim of supremacy by adherents
of particular religions or philosophies, and he
could not tolerate it even in those whose views
were similar to his. He criticized even fellow
Spiritnalists: LIt must be amusing to minds
whose development has carried them far out-
side anv of us, 1w waich each author of a

= ldein,
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system of creation, as he gathers around him
a little class of kindred minds, and teaches
them that kis is the great Divine law of crea-
tion by which God has unfolded power in
a universe, .. "% In connéction with Chase’s
criticism of taditonal Christianity, he was
convinced that the institution of marriage
preatly needed reform and that women suf-
fered most from the institution.® Chase re-
counted the story of Mrs. P. of Milwaukee,
“one ol nature’s nohle women,” who divorced
her hushand, to whom she had been unhap-
pily married, after he deserted her and their
three children. Mrs. P, remarried, but her
second husband died within a lew weeks. “Of
course,”” wrote Chase, "it was not the duty
of any Christian to aid or comfort her, for
she had broken their sacred tie of legal mar.
riage; and they not only let her suffer, but
heaped slander on her with their scorn, . . .
and thus she had all against her except the
few Spiritualists who alone respected, appre-
ciated, and sympathized with her. . . ." Be-
cause of his stand on marriage. Warren Chase,
like many other Spiritualists, was accused of
advocaring free love; but he claimed about
marriage that he “never did advocate its
abolition, nor did he even believe it could
be dispensed with; but he advocated those
changes already alluded to [chiefly divorce],
with a release of all the sufferers, without
public scorn, as a consequence of freedom,
as it now is, for women.”2®

Chase criticized further what he considered
the idolatrous devotion to the Bible by or-
panized Christian churches, He claimed that
this Dblind acceptance of Biblical teachings
kept the human mind bound by the chains
of superstition, and that “there can be litele
progress in a human mind till this idol is
given up to reason and criticism, and wied

=Warren Chase, “What and Where Are WeF” in
Shekinah, 3: 6567 (1853).

* Almost from the heginning of their movement,
Spiritualists were accwsed of loose living because of
their stand on marriage and divorce; An excellent
explanation of the Spirienalist idea of “Ffree Jove" and
marriage appears in oa pamphlel by Lizdie Doten, a
Spivitualist poet and trance speiker, who distingiishes
hetween “free love™ and “free lose”  See “Free Love
and  Affinity: A Discourse  Delivered Under  Spirit
Influence at the Melalean™ {Boston, 1867).

% Chase, Life-Line of the Leme One, 192, 104,

for its truths by reason and science and history,
and these will utterly ruin its claim to
authenticity,"?®

An even more vehement critic of the Bible
than Chase was Robert Schilling, an acquaint-
ance of Chase who converted to Spiritualism
in his later years, Like Chase, Schilling was
interested in a variety of reforms. He pub-
lished the National Reformer, a Greenback
German-language paper in Milwaukee, and
he also ran a nursing dairy, Schilling wrote
a tract denouncing the Bible and the Spir-
itualists who believed in it. He quoted
Leviticus: “A man or also a woman that
hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard,
shall surely be put to death.” And he ex-
claimed in amazement, “There are Spiritu-
alists who want to pray to a being that
issues such orders!” Schilling also made fun
of another line from the Bible: "“Thy king-
dom come, Thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven.” Schilling insisted that “if
God cannot establish his kingdom (whatever
that may mean), or have his will done on
earth after being asked to do so every day
by his Christian followers for 1900 years, 1
am sorry for him. He certainly cannot claim
to he omnipotent.”® For both Schilling and
Chase, the Bible symbolized the servitude of
the established churches to corruption and
superstition—a  servitude fostered by the
clergy.

In order to emphasize their distaste for
organized religion, Spiritualists sometimes in-
terrupted church services. On one occasion
in 1851 the Sunday service at the Spring

" Warren Chase, Forty Years on the Stivitusl Rog-
freem {Boston, 18BB), 45,

# “Spiritualism and the Bible,” in the Schilling
Papers, .\1'4:hi'r'ﬁ-Ma:|u:icLipLu Diivision, Siave Histori-
cal Society of Wisconsin, Although most Spiritualists
oppoacd institutional veligion, they were not all anti-
Christian or anti-Bible. Charles Beecher, for example,
son of Henry Ward Beecher, was convinced that one
could in good conscience he a Cheistian Spivitualist.
See Spivitwal Manifestations  (Boston, 1879,  John
Shorehridge Williams, an Ohis Spivitualist [the State
Histonical Soclety of Wisconsin has- box after hox of
his writings), claimed that the "exact seiences” were
to dlivece man in velation to the needs of the body
anil that the Bible was "o give him equal certainty
in relation to his mental developments, involving his
cternal progress and eveddasiing happiness. . . " See
Arivicwal  Mandfestations:  Creatfors, Sufiversions, He-
demptions gud Harmonies (Boston, 1854), 1: 1
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Streel Congregational Choreh in Milwaukee
was disrupted by a woman who walked to
the pulpit while the minister was leading the
final hymn, The pastor, |. G. Wilson, asked
the woman to leave, and she walked away
“with her lips mumbling some unknown
tongue.” The story appeared in the Mileau-
kee Sentinel, and the reporter added to it a
rumor that the woman intended to pay sim-
ilar wisits to all the churches in Milwaukee,
The womans hushand, J. D, Spaulding, de-
nied this, however, claiming in a letter to
the editor that his wife had heen under spirit
influence when she visited the Spring Street
church and that she had no further plans for
disrupting services 8

Debates between  Spiritualists and  clergy
frequently occurred in the battle between the
new and old revelations, Reports of them
:!]JIJ(:;L!'l'.tl le"u']':,' often in The .5'!‘:fr:rffuaﬁ.':.t; the
newspaper published in Appleton and Janes-
ville during 1868, Joseph Baker, editor of
The Spiritualist, criticized George M. Stecle,
president of Lawrence College, for refusing
to take part in just such a debate, Steele ap-
parently had criticized Spiritualism in a bac
calaureate sermon, claiming that all the good
in the world had been accomplished by reli-
gion and that Spiritualism had yet to dem-
onstrate its effectiveness.  Baker countered
with a crivicism of his own: “You admit the
mmportance of this subject or you wouldn't
have mentioned us. Having thus attacked vou
cannot now resort to the usual dodge of silence
without wvirtually admitting that you dare
not or cannot meet the Spiritualists in a fair
discussion.”  The Spiritualist engaged in on-
going criticism of Lawrence College, denying
that the institution had any right to call it
self “liberal”  In a related incident The
.'!'Pr'rf.fu.ref.l:.l.'n' offered 1o primnt the commence-
ment address of a young man who was pre-
vented [rom graduating because he refused
to alter the address. called by Baker “an ora-
tiont of high order,” according to the wishes
of the college president.™®

N OT surprisingly, the established

clergy in Wisconsin, for the

= Milwauher Seutinel, January 31, Febrnary 6, 1351
= The Spivibualisd, Novemnmber 9, June 11, 1868,

[2

most part, opposed Spiritualism and accused
the new sect of fostering frand and mental
instability. The clergy was inclined, if it
gave the spirit phenomena any credence ar
all, o ateribute them to the workings of the
Devil. In 1899 the Reverend A, H. Barring-
ton of Janesville put forth his views on Spir-
itualism, and also on Christian Science and
Theosaphy, in a book called Ani-Christian
Cults. The book had an intoduction by
Isaac Lea Nicholson, who was then Episcopal
hishop of Milwaukee. Nicholson called the
book an attemipt to prevent the widespread
delusion of the public "by the many talkers,
the magicians of every degree—great and
small-male and female—who . . . do mest
egregiously fool the people, lead many weak
and unstable Christian folk away from the
old faith, aside from the rouph and narrow
path.” Barrington called Spiritualism "noth-
ing but useless and profitless imposition,
deceit, and trickery, accompanied by most
mercenary motives,”  He chastised Spiritual-
ists for wying to look into the unknown and
admonished  his readers o “walk by faith
through life.,” Bamrington was convinced that
Spiritualism, like the other trappings of the
occult—oracles, amulets, charms, potions, rel-
ics, etc.—was part of the Devil’s plan to hring
humanity under his power: “H there can
be anything supernormal in Spiritalism . . .
it is due no! to communication with the
spivita of aur blessed dead, but to evil spirits,
to demons who are evidently lying in wait
to deceive.”3?

Mot all clerpy, however, totally opposed
Spirvitnalism.  The Reverend John James
Flmendaorf, a professar of theology at Racine
College, sympathired with the Spiricualists'
request that science investigate spirit phe-
nomena to learn what laws govern their ex
istence. In an article in the Transactions of
the Wisconsin .n"un'adcm} of Sciences, Arts, and
Letters, Elmendorl proceeded very cautiously,
insisting that he was not introducing the-
ological discussions into the concerns of the
Academy.  But he stated that science should
not ignore the investigation of obviously
sensible phenomena just because they seemed
contrary to existing laws. He added that “the

=A. H. Baveington, Anti-Cheistian Cults  (Milwau
kee, 1899, 54, 20-58,
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facts related in connection with what is called
‘spiritualism,” if they were duly attested.”
might furnish "a very striking example” ol
a law of nature which has not yet been in.
vestigated or discovered. Like the Spiritual-
ists, Elmendorf speculated about the connec
tion between “force” and “spirrt,” and, in
contrast to the unbending attitude of most
of his clerical colleagues, claimed that as re
gards the existence of spirit beings, "1 have
the right to employ it as a hypothesis."5
Despite the continuing battle between Spir-
itualism and the churches, Spiritualists never-
theless were able to perceive progress in the
development of religion. Warren Chase com-
mented that Prowestanes overcame the “super-
stition, folly and idolatry™ of Catholicism;
Methodists threw out the “pompous cere
monies” of the Church of England; and Uni-
versalists preached the foolishness of teaching
love of a God who damned his children
Chase believed that the next siep in the
evolution of religion would be o desuper-
naturalize it completely, 1o make religion a
non-institution, free of dogma, clergy, and
hierarchy, The spirit phenomena would make
this possible through their revelation of par-
allel sets of natural laws which governed both
the material and the spiritual worlds, If nat-
ural law were universal, governing both heav-
en and carth, then there could be no talk of
"miracles” or of supernatural occurrences that
remained forever unexplainable to lay per-
sons—and left them at the mercy of a clergy
that arrogated to itsell the power to under-
stand or to interprec such things. The come-
munitarian reformer Robert Dale Owen, who,
like others, turned to Spiritualism in his later
vears, was convineed that the world eventual-
ly would reject the supernatural in favor of
the natural, the explainable, the scientific.
Owen wrote in 1872 that he expected to see
a “rhange from belief in the exceptional and
the miraculous to a scttled conviction that
it does not enter into God's cconomy, as man-
ifested in His works, to operate here except
mediately, through the instrumentality of
natural laws; or to suspend or change these
laws on special occasions; or, as men do, to

" John. james Elmendorf, 5.T.0., “Nature and the
Supernatural,” Transacifons of the Wisconsin Acadenty
af Sciences, Arts, and Letters, 5 G6-70 (1877},

make temporary laws tor a certain age of the
world and discontinuee these throughout suc
ceeding generations,”*

It 15 ironic that, although Spiritualism is
typically classified as an occult religion, the
Spiritualists themselves vehemently denied
that this was true. Theirs was a scientific re-
ligion, rotally dissociated from the mysterious
or the hidden. Bue if Spiritualists denied an
association with what people generally be-
lieved o the be the occult, nonetheless many
Spiritualists engaged in occult activities:
trance speaking, automatic writing, healing,
various kinds of character analysis such as
phrenology and psychometry, and predictions
aghout the future. To the Spiritualist, of
course, these were not occult, but rather sd-
entific activities, based on natural laws and
forces as yet unknown. But such activities,
and the publicity which attended them, were
no doubt responsible for the general public
opinion of Spiritwalism in both the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries—that it was and is
a cultish religion, if indeed a religion at all,
perpetrated by the fraudulent and embraced
by the pullible. And it was these more sen-
sational activities which accounted for Spir-
itualism’s abscurity as a religion.

One of the best known of the Spiritualist
activities, the seance, played a two-edged role
in Spiritualism, Seances provided the theo-
logical basis for Spiritualism, but with their
dubious and sometimes admittedly fraudulent
goings-on, seances produced much of the
damaging publicity afforded Spiritualism. A
good example of the more spectacular and
theatrically oriented seance occurred during
the 1861 visit to Milwaukee of the Daven-
port brothers, two nationally known mediums
whose career was managed by their father,
As customary, the senior Davenport invited
reporters to a preview of his sons' perform-
ance. During this display, the brothers were
“vontrolled” by the spirit of the pirate Henry
Morgan and his accompanying band of twenty
spirits, One of these spirits hovered over the

® Robert Dalte Owen, The Debatable Land Belween
This World and the Nexi {.\:'cw Yu-rk, IE-'_FEJ. 176, For
an excellent discussion of Robert Dale Owen as a
Spirituafist, sce Richard William Leopold, Roberg
Dale Owen: A Biography  (Cambridge, Massachusetis,
(R LIS

13



WISCOMSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY

AUTUMN, 1975

Brown, The Hepdiy of Spirituslism

Miltwaukee journalists exfresed doubt that the Davenport Brothers were freed from their
Donds and caliinet by sporils,

spirit cabiner, a kind of box in which the
bovs were placed, tightly bound. The news-
papermen were invited to inspect the box
and to help te up the brothers, which they
did. Alter a suitable length of time had
elapsed, the Davenports emerged from the
cabinet, supposedly set loose by the spirits.
Accompanying the performance were spirit-
played renditons of “Yankee Doodle” and
"Pop Goes the Weasel.” One of the reporters
commented that the performance was "“amus-
ing” and “inexplicable,” but hardly proof of
spiritual agency. Skeptically, he expressed
his wish to apply a red-hot pincers to the
“spirit” which materialized above the cabi-
net.®

While the reporiers attending the Daven-
ports’ seances were less critical than usual
about Spiritualist activities, the Milwauwhee
Sentinel suill prinre:l t;ritin]ucs which were

B Milwaukee Senbinel, December 9, 1861,
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renerally unfavorable, There followed an ex-
change of letters to the editor concerning the
validity of the Davenports' performance. A
Milwaukee bookkecper, Albert Morton, who
frequently defended Spiritualism under the
pen name "Justice,” responded to the eri-
ticism of the musical selection: . ., 1 should
prefer converting people to a rational belief
in a future life even by the 'dulcet strains
of “Yankee Doodle,' than te [orce them inte
i belief in my doctrine by holding before them
a threat of unutterable torment,'™

H EALING after the fashion of

Franz Anton Mesmer, the dis-
coverer of animal magnetism, was another
typical Spiritualist activity that invited criti-
cism, or at least scorn. Among the more fa-
mous of the Spiritualist healers was Cora L.

M Ibid,, January 18, 1862
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V. Scott (known at various times by the names
of her three hushands: Hatch, Tappan, and
Richmond). In 1851 Cora Scott began her
healing career at the age of eleven. Her
parents were acquainted with Spiritualism and
had lived for a time in Adin Ballou’s Hope-
dale community in Massachusetts, In 1850
they moved to a farm near Lake Mills, in
western Jefferson County, Wisconsin, an area
that was soon to become notable for a var-
iety of Spiritualist activities. Cora Scott’s
first spirit experience occurred when spirits
completed a school composition for her by
means of automatic writing. Soon after, Cora
developed the ability to diagnose illnesses
while in trance under the control of the spirit
of a German doctor. Apparently she was suc
cessful, for (it was claimed) she “aroused the
dxltdgﬂnlsm of the regular physicians and
clergvmen in the neighborhood, The former
were without patients and the latter lacked
audiences. . . . That village in Wisconsin soon
became the center of a spiritual circle that
had greater power than all the professionals
taken together."® This assertion is difficult
to prove or disprove, since primary docu-
ments about Cora Scott’s career are rare and
no newspapers published in or near Lake
Mills during her childhood are known to bhave
survived. Cora Scott remained a Spiritualist
throunghout her life, but she pursued her
career, for the most part, in New York, Chi-
cago, and San Francisco until her death in
1923,

Because she left Wisconsin as a child, it
was not Cora Scott but rather her grammar
school teacher, Mary Hayes Chynoweth, who
assumed the leadership of Spiritualist activi-
ties in the Lake Mills-Whitewater-Madison
area. Mary Hayes Chynoweth was Cora Scott’s
teacher at the time of Cora’s First spirit visita-
tion. Her first reaction to the news was dis.
approval; she was suspicious ol Spiritualism
and was afraid that Cora Scott had been pos.
sessed by a devil. She received her first visi-

® Harvison D. Barvett, Life Work of Mri, Cora I.
¥, Richmand (Chicago, 1895), 8-9, For an informative
discussion of Cora L. V. Scatts life a5 a medium, see
R, Laurence Moore, “The Spiritualist Medium: A
Study of Female Professionalism in Victorian America,”
in the dmevican Quarierly, 27: 200-221 (May, 1975,
Moore mentions a man namcd Daniels as anoher of
Cora Scott's hushands,

SPIRITUALISM IN WISCONSIN
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Britten, Modern American Spintualism

Cora L. V. Scott, whose long caveer in Spiritualism
heran during her ehildhood in Lake Mills,

tation from the Holy Spirit, or the Power,
us she called it, on a night when she had re-
fused to go with some of her family to one
of Cora Scott’s “rest-meetings.” On this eve-
ning Mrs. Hayes Chynoweth was brought to
her knees in the kitchen by an unknown force,
and she began speaking in tongues, She was
then lifted off her feet and inspired to open
the Bible and point to certain passages. She
claimed that she knew very little about the
Bible: "The way evervbody quoted Scripture,
and then put different constructions to suit
themselves, prejudiced me so that T discon-
tinued reading it; dogmas always repelled me. "
Nevertheless Mrs, Hayes Chynoweth wis in-
spired to point 10 the account of Pentecost
and the list of the gifts given by the Holy
Spirit to the Apostles. Her father asked, “Do
you mean it was appointed that my daughter
do all this?" The answer was yes®

® Louisa Johnson Clay, The Spirdt Dominant: A
Life of Mary Fayes Chynoweth (San Jose, California,
mal.), 4748, Louisa Johnson Clay wrote the biography
in thanksgiving for the cure of her mother by Mary
Haves Chynoweth, a factor which no doubt influenged
her  viewpoint.
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This first visitation resulted in a career that
spanned the rest of Mary Hayes Chynoweth's
life, from the early 1850's unmtl her death
in California in 1905. She preached and
healed and held seances: and she used her
spirit powers to give personal as well as
financial advice to her relatives and followers.
She seems to have been a Christian Spiritu-
alist, though, as she said, dogma repelled her.
Unlike maost Spiritaalists, she claimed that her
power was derived [rom the Holy Spirit rather
than from the spirits ol the dead. But, on
the other hand, her letters and writings ve-
veal that she believed that spirits did com-
municate with the living. In a letter to Mr.
and Mrs, Lyman Draper she claimed that
she was never alone, “and it is lively comfort
to know our spirit friends are with us— What
a life of unhappiness and misery this must be
to thase who have no confidence in our spir-
itual philosophy.”#

Whatever the exact nature of her theolog-
ical beliels, Mary Hayes Chynoweth fol-
lowed her preaching mission throughout
south.central Wisconsin, to “East and West
Trov, Columbus, Muckwanago, Milton June
tion, Whitewater, Jefferson, and other places,”
all of them convenient 1o Lake Mills and Was
terloo, where her two sons were born in 1853
and 1857, By the time the two sons, Everis
Anson and Jay O. Hayes, were completing
law schiool at the University of Wisconsin,
Mury Hayes Chynoweth was fltml}' estallished
as a healer and a clairvoyant., and she was
well known in the Madison area. There she
engaged in seances with judges, doctors, law-
yers, and university prolessors, among them
Lyman Draper, William Penn Lyon of the
Wisconsin State Supreme Court (whose daugh-
ter was married to Jay Hayes), and John
Favil, a Harvard-educated physician whose
family had come to Lake Mills from western
New York.

'nl‘q' lI'II: "I-.'I'Ill:" I:'It_',]' 50115 1|Hd !]T;Ji:f.[l_:ﬂfl ].a'lﬂr'
for several years, Mary Haves Chynoweth was
using her spiritual powers for financial ben-
efit. Acting on the advice of the Power, she
urged her sons, who by this time were prac.
ticing law in Ashland, w invest 3850 in a

T hary Hayes (Chynoweth) to Me. and Mirs, Lyman
Draper, January 13, 1833, in the Draper Correspond-
e,

16

tract of land in Bayfield County and not to
sell until they could get 35,000 for it. Next,
the Power instructed the Hayes brothers to
look for iron ore. They found it in abun-
dance, and, along with their mother, became
the owners and operators ol the Hayes Min-
ing Company, the Harmony Iron Company,
and the Hayes-Chynoweth Company. The
basis of the Family success was the Germania
Mine, one of the decpest on the Gogebic
Range. The dshland Daily Press Annual for
1R01-1892 claimed that "it was very largely
due to the wnllinching faith and energy of
Mrs. Haves Chynoweth and her sons” that
the lower levels of the mine were opened up.
Whether this “unflinching faith” was based
on instructions from the spirit Power, or
whether the mining successes were due to the
business acumen and good luck of the Hayes
brothers, there is insufficient evidence to
prove®

By 1887 Mary Haves Chynoweth and her
sons had taken up residence in Galifornia,
where they had lived for several years in the
early 1870's. They built an estate at Eden
Vale near San Jose, where Mrs, Haves Chy-
noweth founded the True Life Church, of
which her son Everis Anson was a lay min-
ister until his death in 1942, The church
seems 1o have been Spiritualist in nature with
emphasis on healing; but, according to Clara
Lyon Hayes, her mother-in-law “had invented
no new doctrine or theory ol religion, she
had simply lived and expounded the prin-
ciples of truth that have heen from everlast-
ing.""® Mary Haves Chynoweth continued to
be the spiritual leader of many of her Madi-
son followers until her death in 19053, Both
Judge Lyon and Lyman C. Draper spent time
at Eden Vale secking the healing powers as
well as the spiritual advice of Mary Haves
Chynoweth.

D RAPER maintained a close con-
nection: with Mary Hayes Chy-
noweth and her family, whom he had met

Mo dchland and Tts Irom Mines,” inm The Ashland
Daily Press Anmual (1391-1892), 60-61,

® Clara Lyon Haves, “William Penn Lyon:  Activitics
in Retirement,” in the Wiseonsin Magazine of History,

9 411 (1925-1926).
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through mutual friends, rom the late 1860'
until his death in 1891, This associanon in-
cluded a common interest in Spiritualism arid
varions financial dealings as well™ But it
was not through Mary Hayes Chynoweth that
Draper experienced his initial contact with
the spirits, for he first encountered a medium
during a research trip in Kentucky, While
interviewing Sylvester P. Morgan, a farmer
with pioneer ancestors, Draper became ac
quainted with Morgan's daughter, Mrs. Jo-
sephine Keigwin,  Draper attended seances
at the Keigwin home near [effersonville, as
well as in Louisville. He communicated with
the spirit of his dead dauwghter Helen, whe
assured him that she often visited Draper and
his wife in .'ipiri! form, As happy as he was to
have contact with his dead loved ones, Draper
was also very excited al the prospect of speak-
ing with the spirits of dead pioneers and In.
dian fighters.t!

After Mary Hayes Chynoweth moved to
California, Draper consulted the spirits about
his personal life through the apency of clair-
vovanis. One ol these was Mrs. Julia Sever-
ance of Whitewarer and Milwaukee, who
was famous throoghout the state as a Spir-
itualist and social reformer®® Draper sent
Mrs. Severance a lock of his hair and asked
her to analyze his personality through psy-
chometric evaluation (whereby the clairvoyant
assesses a person by physical contact with an
object belonging to that person). Mrs. Sever-
ance advised him by leter on evervthing from
his diet to his social life. She suggesied un-
leavened graham bread, baked potatoes, and
hot baths; she mentioned that Draper might
do well to associate with vounger members of
the opposite sex, “in o commonplace social
way, so that you can reéceive from them the

“The Draper Corrcspondence with the Hayes fam-
ily imdicates that Lyman Draper helped Anson Everis
Hayes, the first husbamnd of Mary Hayes Chynoweth,
to =ell apples. He also invested money in the Ger-
mania Mine mmd, on occasion, borrowed money from
the Hayes brothers

SWilliam K. Hesseltine, Pioneer's Mision: The
.Qh!lrj' of f.j.'m.rrn [ 20 Durfu!:r {MJ.'I'H*&JI'I. |954:|, Qag. 930,

¥ Mrs, Severanee's interest in soclal refurm earned
her a reputation as a radical. The Miwoihker Sentinel
described her as taking “the extreme tadical ground™
in her attempts at reform, "going if possible heyond
the notions of Victoriz C, Weodhull,” January 13,
1874,

Specrety's Iconagraphic Cotlection

Mary Haoves Chvnoweth, spiritual adviser to Lyman O,

rafer and  offer nolefle fieures o (e Madison
CoR Ry,

more  youthful magnetic  element.”  Ms,
Severance informed Draper that he was at-
tended by “a very advanced class of spirits,”
and that if he followed her directions he
would “he able to perfect yourself in this lile
so that when wou arrive in Spirit life vou
will be in condition to move right along har-
monicusly with your work in “the hereafrer”™®

Draper died a Spiritualist in Auguse, 1891
Seven years hefore his death, he had learned
it a vision that he would die on August 27,
but he did not know what vear until the on-
set of his last illness. His death occurred late
in the evening of August 26, 1891, a few hours
short of the date he had predicted.*

Morris Pratt of Whitewater was another
beneficiary of the financial talents of Mary

¥ Mrs. A, B Severance o Lyman O, Draper, Sep-
tember 25, 1868, in “Scrap-Book of Material on the
Life, Career aml Death of Lyman C. Draper,” in the
State Historical Socicty of Wisconsin.

4 Hesseltine, Pioneer’s Mission, 316,
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Hayes Chynoweth's spirit Power. Mrs. Chy-
noweth overheard a pledge made by Pratt
that if he became wealthy he would devote
most of his money to Spiritualism. She ad-
vised Pratt to invest his monev in “wild lands"”
in northern Wisconsin and Michigan, He did
so, and became rich from the discovery of
iron ore, Pratt used his money to build a
Spiritualist college in Whitewater, the Morris
Pratt Institute. Completed in 1888, the large
building had classrooms, offices, reception
rooms, and space sufficient to board fifry
students. According to rumor, the third floor
was the seance room and furnished completely
in white, Only full-fledged members of the
Spiritualist faith, dressed in white, were per-
mitted to enter. 43

The curriculum of the Morris Pratt Insti-
tute was ordinary in some respects, offering
such subjects as grammar and rhetoric, English
composition, and history, But many of the
courses were typically Spiritualist, reflecting
the Spiritualist belief that the perfect reh-
mion would have to be scientific in outlook,
The course offerings consisted of “psychic
research (o study of the relation which exists
between this world and that beyond the
grave); comparative religion {(a study of the
great religions of the world—hoth of the so-
called miracles and mamifestations of science
with theology—a study of each branch of sci-
ence, or the war which the Christian church
waged against it through the centuries); higher
criticism, which is the study of the Bible

“Fred L. Holmes, “Prospecting with the Spirits,” in
Badger Saints and Sinners  (Milwaukee, 1088, 865-
§78. Although Holmes is in many cases g teller of
Fables, his aceount of the Morris Prat Instionte seems
o coincide with other information available, par-
ticularly in Whitewater newspapeis. Praits belief in
Spiritualism dost Dot seem o have affected his social
standing in the community 25 is indicated by a sketch
that appearcid in the Fortrail and Biografthical Record
of Walworth and Jefferson Counties, Wisconsin {(Chi-
cago, 1804), 464-465, although il docs sound rather as
though the author of the sketch felt a need to jusify
Pratt's belief: “Mr. and Mrs. Pratt are Spiritualists
in religious helief, and are kind, charitable and beney-
olent peaple, devoted to the bed interests of himan-
ity, The honesty of purpose and strict integrity of
Mr. Pratt are shove question, and a well-spent life
has won for him the confidence and respect of all™
The Portrait and Biographical Record yefers o the
Morris Pratt Institure as a “sanitarfon and  science
hall.”
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from the standpoint of science; evolution;
spiritualism of the Bible, explaining the so-
called miracles and manifestations of super-
natural power in the Bible on natural
grounds.”* The Institute continued its opera-
tions well into the twentieth century and
eventually moved o Milwaukee.

In Wisconsin Spiritualism three prominent
groups emerge: that which revolved around
Mary Hayes Chynoweth in the Lake Mills
Whitewater-Madison area, that which encom.
passed much of the Fox River wvalley, in-
cluding Ripon, Omro, Appleton, Oshkosh,
and Fond du Lac, among whose prominent
members were Warren Chase, Nathaniel P.
Tallmadge, and R. T. Mason; and that which
was centered in Milwaukee and was led by
Mrs. Julia Severance amd Dr. H. 5 Brown,
The members of all three groups, many of
whom were acquainted with each other, had
in common a liberal spirit in regard to poli-
tics, religion, and social relationships, and
a conviction that Spiritualism, as a radical
belief untainted by the fears and superstitions
fostered by traditional religions, could pro-
vide humanity with certain knowledge not
only of the natural laws of this world, but
of the next as well. Many of these Spiritu-
alists, including Warren Chase, Nathaniel
Tallmadge, Cora Scott, Lyman Draper, Wil-
liam Penn Lyon, Mary Hayes Chynoweth, and
John Favil, had in commen also a birthplace
in western New York. the “burnt-over dis-
trict,” where Spiritnalism had begun. It is
interesting to speculate whether a youth spent
in the “burnt-over disurict” might not be con-
ducive to the espousal of radical religious be-
liefs later in life.

Underneath the more sensational aspects of
Spiritualism, such as the seances, the trance
speaking, the financial predictions, and the
autematic writing—those aspects of Spiritual-
ism which received the most publicity—lay
the basic belief that spiric manifestations were
intended to reassure humanity that each per-
son would survive the death of the body,
that the individual personality would endure

“rhforris Pratt Institute,” in Walworth County
Trade Review: A Business Trade Review of Towns
aned Fillages in Walworth County, Wisonsia (March,
1917.)  Excerpt available in Whitewater Public Li-
hrary.
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in the spirit world and would dwell with
loved ones in a Swedenborgian heaven where
life went on in a familiar manner, much as
it did on earth.

It is tempting to ridicule some of the mare
hizarre aspects of Spiritualism, and it would
be foolish to deny that Spiritualism atiracted
more than its share of cranks, hoaxers, and
gulls, who sought money or entertainment or
notoriety from contact with the spirits. But
it is difficult not to sympathize with the Spir-
itualists” longing for certainty about that most
vital of questions: does humankind survive
the death of the body?'™ In an age when
scientific discoveries, modernism, and mater-
talism  threatened old religious beliels and
values, the Spiritualists believed that they
had found a scientific religion, one based on
the physical phenomena supplied by the
spirits. Only a century’s hindsight enables
us 0 adjudpe the Spiritualists as overly op-
timistic in their belief that science and scienti-
fic method could make known to homanity
the mysteries of life and death,

S PIRITUALISM stood in the con-
text of ninetcenth-century at-
tempts to reconcile science and religion, to
urpge that science, rather than bringing about
the obsolescence of religion, might instead
free it from the sirictures of dogma and au-
thoritarianism. The vesult of this reconcilia-
tion would be a spiritual science, a body of
doctrine that would disclose the existence of
“realms interpenetrating our visible and
coarser world" without necessitating a rejec-
tion of reason and logic.

The principal concern of Spiritualism was
io prove the existence of life after death and
the survival of the human personality, Later
attempts at reconciling science and religion,
such a Christian Science, Theosophy, An-
Illrn]::.ﬂ!i{hp-h}l, and New Thought, were broader
in their outlooks and emphasized the proving
of such concepts as the existence of soul, rein-
carpation, and a divine plan for the universe.

A particularly poignant expression of this longing
appears in a porm, “You Promised Me™ written by
Ella Wheeler Wilcox to the spirit of her dead hus-
band, The Worlds and I, 346-347.

These latter movements unanimously con-
demned Spiritualism as essentially materialis-
tic for bringing the spirits of the dead to
the earthly plane rather than elevating the
human soul to a higher spiritual conscious-
TIess,

Perhaps, in the end, it was the Spiritualisty’
insistence on the spirits of the dead as the
agents of the New Revelation that resulted
in the decline of the movement. By the end
of the nineteenth century, its popularity had
diminished, and although the movement ex-
perienced another upsurge duoring and im-
mediately after World War 1, as it had during
the Civil War, Spiritwalism never again
achieved the prestige or the widespread ap-
peal that characterized it during the sccond
half of the nineteenth century. For it was
the paradox of Spiritualism that it, too, was
founded on faith, a faith in the genuine na-
ture of the spirit phenomens. And for more
and more people this faith became difficult
to sustain. After forty vears of psychic re-
search and a definite will to believe in their
genuinge nature, the novelist Hamlin Garland,
himsell a Wisconsin-born son of the Middle
Border, was still unable to accept the mani-
festations he had witnessed as real:

When in the quiet of my study 1 converse
with invisibles who daim to be my dis-
carnate friends and relatives, occupying
some other dimension, T am almost per-
suaded of their reality. For the moment 1
concede the possibility of their persistence,
especially when their voices carry, movingly,
characteristic tones and their messages are
startlingly intimate. . . . But after they
have ceased to whisper and I recall the
illimitable wvistas of the stars, these phan-
tasms of my dead, like all other human
heings, barbaric or civilized, are as grains
of dust in a cosmic whirlwind.

Nor could Garland ever persuade himself
that humanity might succeed in exploring
that “undiscovered country,” the life beyond
the prave: "We know a little now, we shall
know a little more a century hence—but death
will still be the ultimate insoluble mystery,”

* Hamlin Garland, Feriy Years of Piychic Reseavch:
A Pigin Narrative of Fact (New York, 1936), 301-392,
o4,
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