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The ABCs & 123s

of Creating Innovative
Local History Exhibits
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Bonnie Byrd, Waukesha County Historical Society & Museum
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Session Goals

1 Exhibit Development Process

] Building Low-Tech Interactives

[ Creative Design Elements

1 Fundraising for an Exhibit

] Benefits & Challenges
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Our ABCs & 123s

Histo fy@%
Waukesha
11 700 OBJIECTS
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Presented by the A William & Joanne B Huelsman Family Fund

Additional funding provided by:

WISCONSIN Dan & Cheryl Boehmke
HEMARITIES Sunset Dental
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What was there previously? ’

MAKINC
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Why build a new exhibit?

A. Anniversary | Commemoration q4 o) &
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B. Increase Capacity & Engagement
1. Volunteer & Staff

History o
Waukesha

4% 700 OBIECTS

2. Sponsors & Donors

3. Patron Access: Omeka
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Continued....

C. Expand Representation
Goal of each object:
1. Related to the City of Waukesha

2. Conftribute a new ideaq, concept,

or perspective
3. Add to the timeline 1896-2021




Development: How 1t came together

1. Inspiration

2. Collaboration

3. Funding

Hiistaryﬂﬂf
Waukesha
¥ 700 OBJECTS Fiscachticen|

The Waukesha County Historical Society £ Museum is pleased to join other businesses and
coMmmunity crganizations in celebrating the City of Waukesha's 125th Anniversary in 2021,
A comerstone feature of the year-iong celebmfion will be the special WCSHSM exnibition:

History of Woukesha in 100 Cbjects.

The exhibit showcases the history of the City of Waoukesna through artifact and archival
objects, each selected to represent a piece of the city's history. Parficuiar focus is on the
125 yes since the city incorporated in 18946,

The exhibit wil open in March 2021, spanning the fouwr rooms of the south gallenes in the
museum at 101 W Main Street in downtown Waukesha. Accompanying the galery
expefience will be an exhibit website featuring each of the 100 cbjects with addiional
program and inferoctive elements for students and pafrons to access anyfime, anywhens.

Sponsorship Opportunifies

PFresenfing Sponsor - $2,.500

Private tour of the exnibition OR virtual curgtor chat [scheduled 2 weelks in odvance], and
twenty (20] guest passes to the exhibition. Business logo and name will be included on
WCHEM's website £ the exhibit welbsite. Mame acknowledgement in press release and print
miedia. Business logo or name recogrition at top of sponsor oord in exnibit, and name
acknowledgment on five objects labes.

Lead Sponsors - 51,000

Receive twelve [12) guest passes to WCHSM for the exnibition. Business name will e

included on WCHSM's website L the exhinit website, press release, and print media. Logo
recognifion on sponsor board in exnibit, and name acknowledgment on two chjects labels.

supporfing Sponsors $500
Receive sit (4] guest pases to WCHSM for the exhibition. Busines: name will oe included on
WCHSM's main website L exhibit website, press release, and prnt media. Hame recognition
on sponsor board in exnibit, and name acknowiedgment on one ciject lkabel.

adopt-an-arifoct 5100
Hame recognifion on the exhibit and website cbject label. e @ é
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https://www.historycolorado.org/exhibit/zoomin
https://waukeshacountymuseum-my.sharepoint.com/personal/bbyrd_wchsm_org/Documents/2019%20October%20Reimbursement.docx

Benefits & Challenges

A. Donor & Member 1. Editing Object Lists
Engagement

B. Increased Confidence 2. Schedule

C. Improved Relationships 3. Representation

“Why didn’t you include...”



file:///C:/Users/blbyr/OneDrive/Desktop/sponsorship 100 objects.pdf
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Core Exhibit Goals

Interactive (multi-sensory)
Kid-friendly
Durable

Analog
County-wide representation
Inclusive o
Compact '
Movable




Hide & Seek Farm

9 HINGED DOORS and 9 MAGNETIC WOODEN PIECES
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Process of Creation

e Assigning letters

e Dream up/mock up interactive ideas (variety;
iIntferactives which reinforce interpretative ideas)

e Meet with designers to determine feasibility and
Ccost

e Determine photos and artifacts to include
(obtaining them when necessary)

e Fundraise PICQA QIOVS dilies

e Research; write label copy: EDIT!
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Process of Creation Continued

e Create the space where it would go (dismantle
old exhibit; retfurn arfifacts on display)

* Promofe
e Install (problem solving; adding lighting)

e Observe audience use and interaction; make
modifications (eg. directions, arrows)
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Benefits of Creating the Core Exhibit

« Strengthening and establishing ties with key stakeholders, businesses,
organizations, clubs, artists, and county through their conftributions of
money, talents, or information.

o Western Wisconsin Model Railroad Club

o Veterans Administration Medical Center

o Civic Group (Kiwanis, Rotary, Lions, etc.)

o Monroe County Departments & County Board

o Deke Slayton Memorial Space & Bicycle Museum

o Cranberry Companies

o Local Artists The following sponsors helped to make this exhibit possible:

o Ho-Chunk Nation etk G ATy ChamabAe it m&w"'
o Fort McCoy e e e - Mayo e it System
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Kohler Foundation
GUNDERSEN

HEALTH SYSTEM.




Benefits Continued

» History is more effectively communicated
and interpreted

« Overall visitor experience is improved;
provides more memorable visit to museum
(and community)

« Public views us more as a professional
museum

» Public views us a more family-friendly
destination

* More repeat visitors
« Exhibit has long shelf life
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« Developing this exhibit was in addition to normal
operations; this severely tfaxed employees

o £ 20w % T HISTORY-LIVE!
r Winfergreak ‘1 2018 PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES A r‘,' At the
‘\_ (}Yeﬁﬂﬁ craff Fl‘ee /7/7 ,95 Od Cl”,éé tmad | Thursdaysetle on ounty Local History Room & Museum

Wegner Grotto

Outdoors < r-

{The “Glass Churc”)

ke Home Family
i Dyl o

At The Museums

Just 15 minutes north of Spartg
" Regional Hops Gri YW

Archaealogy ot Fort McCoy, ; Then & No
by Dr. Alexander Woods & by Craig Saxe and Bob &

P g

Thursday, December 28th, 2017
10am—1pm Come and Go
Monroe County Local History Room & N |,

Deke Slayton Space & Bicycle Museum V4 .

May 10
Fires, Floods, and S
Nature: Monroe Cou

| Bl

g 3-269-8680 b —_ 3 i ks] it | e .c.:-ng:

in St., Sparta; 60! % — = iew:
} 200 :"’:S; "::";51‘0 vr‘f Al walsarie CEETL =BT —— (o%) i
Suggested Ages: a 13 *All Lectures will be held Thursdays at 7pm at f e
g Free program ber 13- January Soara
% s % . ~.~, | 7 Novem Monroe County Local History Room & Museu Tomsh 7t
B s ) oe County Local History Room 200 West Main St., Sparta, Wi
L 200 West Main St Sparta For more info on these events call: 608-269-86%
9-4:30 Monday-Saturday Or visit: wwiw.Facebook.com/MCLHR
©open 9-4:30,

Contact the Local History Room
; for more info;

5 b Facebaokcom/MClHR

| 7 269-8680 or
mclhr@tenturylel.net

8-9
: 75, Dec. 1-2, and

1 8pm on Nov. 24-25,

Oneh unhfacebook.(om/MC\-HR' 608-26-8680

FREE Admission!
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Challenges of Creating the Core Exhibit




Challenges

* A lof fo coordinate
(multiple people,
deadlines, logistics)

» Limited space: more
ideas, more text than
space allowed

« Technical elements didn’t
always work as designed
(disappointment,
adaptation)

« Unexpected delays, tight
deadlines

Edgar S. Kelley
push button
instructions
here. [NOTE:
signature can
me smaller to

accommoda
‘T

Architectural
Elements
instructions
here.

Comic drum
instructions will
just be the word

“turn” and a

vertical arrow
mounted to the
left of the
wheel, on the
unit itself

Gasoline Alley Comic Drum

Continued

Edgar Stiman Kelley

Toxt alorment for sach iotter
Placamont nd Charactar et
4t (0 the space allowed aftar
Sach Ftifact, photo, Interaceve
group 15 establsned

Photo
+ Repeater 12°W x 10°"H x1*D
12°Wx16°H Book

between

Acrylic

w/ Standoffs
14°W x 12°H x1°D

Achitectural Elements
Lifting Panels
©

L]
Four Comars
et kamant for aach letter SSWXESH
Placoment and Charactar Hinit
ace allowed aftar 14"WXI4°HX1"D
a3ch 3rB1act. phows, Interactive
Foup ts established. Y ©

Photo
8"W x 5H

Kent Mij

Gasoline Abey
20"W x 20"H x 1"D

group is established.

Gasoline Alley
Painting

Acrylic Case
2°WX22°HX18°D

Text atoment for each letter
Phacement aed Chara cted limie

Squal to the space lowed after
“ach wuBC phota, Interactie.
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Text choment for each letter
Placement and Chacactes imit

Progression of

. Trans
Progression of s 3
Transportation instructions are
(4) Sliding Panels on the base

panel. No
separate
16"Wx20Hx8°D instruction box
needed.

oqual 80 e space abowed after
i artact phoe, Intseactive
group s atabistied
Visual Timeline —
Taxt stament fo sach lttar

Viewer

Phacement and Character limet
+qu3i 1 the pace allowed after
aach M fact, phots, Interactive
oup bs astabiizhed.

12 Diameter x 3°D 12°W x 6H Ho-Chunk wheel

instructions
here

22°Wx 27"Hx 16'D

Ho-Chunk Shirt
w/Acrylic Case
24"W x29"H x 18°D




Challenges Continued

« Once installed, elements break and need
repair (which can take time and money)

« Visitors don't use interactives as intended
(don’t understand, don't read)

e Interactives can distract from educational
content

« School groups (too rough, sensory
overload)
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Challenges Continued

* Hands-on exhibits
during a pandemic

“MONROE COUNTY
= VOICES g
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Final Thoughts

Sometimes you reap benefits beyond the obvious/planned
outcomes

Think big, think creatively!

Visit museums and other attractions to find inspiration which you
can adapt to your venue

Networking

Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery




Questions?

Contact us:

Bonnie — bbyrd@wchsm.org

Jarrod — mclhr@centurytel.net

Hannah — monroecomsa@gmail.com

A W: 4
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