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2015 Local History-Historic Preservation Conference 
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Public Sector 

• Historical Background 

• Education 

• National 

• State 

• Local 

• International 



Public vs. Private Sectors 

Visser 2009 

U-Vermont 



Historical Background 

1960s a time of great 

growth – great loss 

Marquette 

Interchange 



Historical Background 

Penn Station (1905-10)  

Baths of Caracalla 

McKim, Mead and White 

Demolished 1963 



Historical Background 

“I was dismayed to 

learn from reading this 

report that almost half 

of the 12,000 listed in 

the Historic American 

Buildings Survey . . . 

have already been 

destroyed.” Lady Bird 

Johnson 



Reading List 

www.preservationaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/aaslh-fifty-years-of-

nhpa-by-james-glass-june-2014.pdf 

AASLH News, Spring, 

2014 Volume, #2 

James A Glass 

Former Indiana SHPO 
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Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 

• Provided funding to each State/Territory to create a State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

• Each of the fifty states, eight territories and Wash DC now have SHPOs (59) 

• 1980 - 10% of state’s funding made available to Certified Local Governments (68 in WI) 

• 1992 – Separate budget line available to Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (9 in WI) 

Work for one of the 59 SHPOs – Historian, Historical Architect, 

Architectural Historian, Archaeologist – Administration (PhD) 



Education 

Federal Standards 

Secretary of Interior’s  

Professional Qualification Standards 

(36 CFR Part 61) 
 

• Historian 

• Architectural Historian 

• Archaeologist 

• Historic Architect 



Historic Preservation Fund 

2015 – HPF Funding 

$56.41 m – SHPOs 

$8.985 m  - THPOs 

$500,000 – Diversity 
NR/NHL Nominations 

Outer Continental 

Shelf – Oil Leases 



Federal Employment 

National Park Service – Cultural 

Resources 
• Heritage Documentation Program 

• Technical Preservation Services 

• National Register of Historic Places 

• National Historic Landmarks 
 



Historic Preservation Funding 

National Park Service (PhD) 

• Archaeologists, Architectural Historians, 

Historical Architects, Landscape Architects 

• Seven regional offices  

1) Alaska (Anchorage)   

2) Pacific West (San Francisco) 

3) Intermountain (Denver) 

4) Midwest (Omaha) 

5) Northeast (Philadelphia) 

6) National Capital (Wash DC) 

7) Southeast (Atlanta) 

 

 



National Park Service 

Heritage Documentation Programs 

1933-Historic American Buildings Survey  

1969-Historic American Engineering Record 

2000-Historic American Landscape Survey 





Historic American Buildings Survey 

Cedarburg Mill, 215 East Columbia Avenue 

Cedarburg, Ozaukee Co., WI 

Built - 1855 Photo - 1960 

Liberty Fire House, Gold Hill, Nevada 

Built – c. 1865/Photo - March 1937.  

Historic American Buildings Survey started in 1933 

A work-relief program to employ out-of-work architects 





National Park Service 

Heritage Documentation Programs 

Student 

Summer 

Employment 

Applications 

due in March 



Historic American Buildings Survey 

Scotty’s Castle – Death Valley National Park 

Winter Retreat – Albert Johnson 

Construction – 1922-1930 



Historic American Buildings Survey 

Scotty’s Castle 

Built 1922-31 

HABS Recorded - 

Summer 1986 

• Financed by NPS Western 

Region 

• Team - Summer college 

students/architects and me 

as historian 



Historic American Buildings Survey 

Scotty’s Castle 



Scotty’s Castle – HABS 

Measured Drawings 



National Park Service 

Technical Preservation Services 

Develops historic 

preservation 

standards and 

guidance 

Administers the 

Federal Historic 

Preservation Tax 

Incentives 

Program 



National Park Service 

Technical Preservation Services 

47 

Preservation 

Briefs 



National Park Service 

Technical Preservation Services 

FY14 – 762 rehab projects 

– $4.32 billion 

60% in low/moderate 

income NBHDs 



Federal Employment – Historic Preservation 

Federal Emergency 

Management Agency – 

Temporary Positions 

Hurricanes Katrina 

and Sandy 



National Register of Historic Places 

The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the Nation's historic 

places worthy of preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation 

Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places is 

part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to 

identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological resources. 

Staff of 15 



National Register of Historic Places 

• Federally administered by National Park Service 

• In partnership with SHPO/THPO 

• Today about 80,000 NR listings nationally; 

approximately 2,300 in Wisconsin 

Wyoming Valley School 

1956 
Aztalan – 900 AD   



NPS – Internships  
Technical Preservation Services 

www.nps.gov/tps/education/internships.htm 



NPS – Summer Jobs 

Historic Sites and Structures Documentation 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hdp/jobs/summer.htm 



NPS – Summer Internship 

Sally Tompkins  

http://www.nps.gov/history/hdp/jobs/tompkins.htm 

$10,000  

Stipend 



NPS – Internship 

Maritime Documentation 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hdp/jobs/maritime.htm 

Stipend - 

$7,000 



NPS – Internship 

Cultural Resources Diversity 

http://www.nps.gov/crdi/ 

Theme Studies 

• Asian American 

• American Latino 



Federal Preservation Officers 

• Department of Agriculture 

• Department of Defense 

• Department of Energy 

• Department of Transportation*** 

• General Services Administration 



  State Historic Preservation Offices 

Historic Preservation Act of 1966 

Provided funding to any state or territory to 

create a State Historic Preservation Office 

•American Samoa 

•Guam 

•Republic of the Marshall Islands 

•Federated States of Micronesia 

•Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

•Republic of Palau 

•Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

•US Virgin Islands 

Washington DC 

59 SHPOs 

http://www.ncshpo.org/americansamoa.shtml
http://www.ncshpo.org/guam.shtml
http://www.ncshpo.org/republicofthemarshallislands.shtml
http://www.ncshpo.org/federatedstatesofmicronesia.shtml
http://www.ncshpo.org/commonwealthofthenorthernmarianaislands.shtml
http://www.ncshpo.org/republicofpalau.shtml
http://www.ncshpo.org/commonwealthofpuertorico.shtml
http://www.ncshpo.org/usvirginislands.shtml




 State Historic Preservation Offices 

Wisconsin SHPO –State Historical Society 

(12) 
 

Nevada SHPO – Department of Natural 

Resources (4) 
 

Texas – Independent – Historical Commission (192) 
 

Average - 10 and 18 staff - $1 to $3 million  



Role of the SHPOs 

Governed by the National Historic Preservation 

Act of 1966 

• National Register of Historic Places 

• Survey and Inventory 

•  Section 106 of the NHPA - Compliance 

• Historic Preservation Tax Credits 



Copies of this and other job 

announcements on the table 

in back 



St. Albans, Vermont 

Summer Survey - 1984 

Fairfield St School  

Central Vermont 

Railroad HQs 



Havre, Montana 

Architectural Survey - 1988 

• Railroad division point  - halfway 

between Minneapolis and Seattle 

• Land grants in 1910 – Hill County 

Havre HS local history class at 

Bear Paw Battlefield 

From where the sun now stands, 

I will fight no more forever. 

Not far from the Bear Paw Mountains – 

where Chief Joseph fought his final 

battle/final Indian war 



Section 106 of the NHPA 

State/Federal Agencies 

Department of Transportation 

Department of Natural Resources 



Historic Preservation Tax Credits 

Federal Tax Credit Program  

Income-Producing Buildings – 20% 

 

Wisconsin Tax Credit Program 

Income Producing Buildings – 20% 

Owner Occupied Residential Buildings – 25% 

 

Keep 2 staff preservation architects very busy 



National Park Service 

Technical Preservation Services 

Internship 

Guy Lapsley, Technical 

Preservation Services 

(202) 354-2025 

http://www.nps.gov/tps/about/contact.htm
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History of Local Preservation 

1931 – Board of Architectural 

Review, Charleston, South Carolina 

1937- Vieux Carre Commission, 

New Orleans 



Municipal 

2300+ historic 

preservation 

commissions 



Municipal 

$20 student membership 





NYC Landmarks Preservation 

Commission 

Largest in 

the US - 

67 staff 



City of Portland  - Senior Planner 

$32-$41 



PreserveNet – www.preservenet.cornell.edu/ 

University of Vermont - 

www.uvm.edu/~histpres/?Page=jobboard.html 

National Trust – Career Center - 

www.preservationnation.org/career-center/ 

USAJOBS - https://www.usajobs.gov/ 

ICOMOS - www.usicomos.org/intern 

Finding Jobs Online 

http://www.preservenet.cornell.edu/
http://www.uvm.edu/~histpres/?Page=jobboard.html
http://www.preservationnation.org/career-center/
http://www.preservationnation.org/career-center/
http://www.preservationnation.org/career-center/
https://www.usajobs.gov/
http://www.usicomos.org/intern


PreserveNet-Cornell University 

http://www.preservenet.cornell.edu/index.php 

http://www.preservenet.cornell.edu/index.php


University of Vermont 

www.uvm.edu/~histpres/?Page=jobboard.html 



USAJOBS 

www.usajobs.gov/ 



USAJOBS 

Supervisory 

Historian, 

Wash DC 

$90,823.00 to $118,069.00  



National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Career Center 

Good Articles 



International Council on Monuments 

and Sites (ICOMOS) 

Unpaid 

Traineeships 

www.icomos.org/en/get-involved/work-and-volunteer-for-icomos 



ICOMOS 

International 

Exchange Program 


