WWII Japanese Internment Camps:
Using Primary Sources

A lesson plan related to this material on the Wisconsin Historical Society website.
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COPY
March 12, 1942
L.T.Kagawa
lon, Delegate Smmuel W, King Camp McCoy
iashington, D. C, Sparta, Wisconsin

{y dear Dologata King:

Will you »ardon my writing you a nersonal letter when you
are so busy and the country needs you most. d o

You will notice from the abovo u‘ldrou that I am dottimd in
the camp now, transferred from our beloved city, Tflonolulu. .

As you know, ¥r, ¥ing, I am always andhave been a good American
citizen and I am still good American in my heart. I don't know why.
1 am detained, If I amdtained hers becumse of my dual citizenship
then it is no fault of mine. Constitution gave me the adbsointe
pacred right as Americen citizen uron my birth. I am rne of the
citizen of 30,000 that cigned the reque-t to Secretary Hull in
regards to the <mplification on dual cltizenship expatriation methed,
wiich you kindly yresented in behalf of the grapp to Secretary Hull.,
A= a law abiding citimeumy five children are not registered with
any other gountry of their bdirth, they are all educ:ted .in every way
as fine American citizen, Because I had some dealing with Japanese
business that can't question my loyalty disgua’®ified my right as
good American citizen. As you kindly helped mo much towardsm¥o
our undertaking of new store located at King and Bethel St; I tor-
national Emterprises, Ltd, (Bahave rasigned from the compa.ny as
president on December 1940, since I em the Genoraul agent for Occiden-
tal Life of California) if ti.is ia the reason of my arreet, then it
has nothing to do with my loyalty, If I an allowed to =gy, thia is
the time for unity snd wvery well thinking Americna's rosponsibility
is to uphold theprinciple of democmecy end liberty, which we Americans
treasure most., I havepreached and lea’ a'l there years among my -
rice of American citizens to ~uow and underatend the apirit of our
country and after declared w:r, 1 wrote =o mrny ettere inclnding my
brother at Tulane University to stand by =nd glve our life to Americsn.
1 wrote =o many letters to the f ct that our beloved America ias standing
on the crossroad to defend American demncracy :nd. the American citizen
of Japanese descent should give their life to defend the country, ;
not only from the standpoint of American citizen but thir 4is the time
and only chance to show our absolute loyaltk to the cuuntry so that
the next generation of our rece will be acce ted es Iinuv Americans
without prejudice or suspicion,

I still believe the above stated recascn and, prgg for falrply
on the part of other American and praying every day for my froedom
so that I'11l be able to serve the country properly because we owe
80 much to the American.

As to my character and Abilﬂy pleass refer to Occldsutal Life
Ins. C. of Tos Angeles, Calif. The entire officers of the company
are my busines~ versonal associat«s for many ye:rs.

Thanking you for yrur kind consideratirn, I remain,

epd. Lawrence T, Kagawa

See more classroom materials and lesson plans on the Wisconsin Historical Society website.
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