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Washburn,¥igcongin
6ctober 21lst,1918.
" Governor Em; L; Philipp,
Madison,Wisconsgin,
My dear Governor:-

Permit me to again trouble wou with a case similar to that I
wrote wou about October 7th;the only difference is,that the first case
wag caused by the Knights of Liberty,and the second by the County Council
of Defense,--the firgt attacking our germsn school only,the second our
german gchool and divine serviceg in the german language.¥ollowing is a
true copy of the notification of the Bayfield County Council of Defense
addresgsed to me personally and to the Trustees of our congregation:

"To Rev.R,Krenke and the Trusteeg of the
German Lutheran Church,W¥Waghburn,¥igconsin,

The following resolution was unanimously adopted by the County
Council of Defense,at its regular meeting held on Friday evening,October
18th,1918,:

“Whereas,a great many complaints have been made to the County
Council of Defenge,regarding the conduct of the German Lugheran Church
in ¥ashburn and Bayfield County,in that German School is being conducted
_on Saturdays and German Church servicesg are being held on Sundays.

This Couneil believes that the teaching of the-CGerman language
at this time should not be permitted under any condition.Our country is
at war with Germany,and any attempt either to teach the german language
to the children or to encourage the speaking of it is giving aid and
comfort to the enemy,we believe further that the holding of services at
which the German language is spoken exclusively tends to engender hate
and enmity in the hearts and minds of true loyal Americans.

This Council therefore demands that that German School be

immediately discontinued,and that church services be henseforth conducted
in the English language or not at all.

Regolved further that a copy of this regsolution be gent to the
proper authoritieg of the said German Iutheran Church,and that in the
event of a refusal to comply therewith,that such steps be taken as may be
deemed necessary.

Dated October 18th,1918

BAYXIBLD COUNWTY COUXNCIL OF DEFHENSE

By ¥els M, Oscar,Secretary "
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Permit me to call the attention of your Honor to the faet,that
no assertion is made by the "Council®" that either I or my congregation
were not loyal,or that we favored German Propaganda,or that we used our
school and gservices for such darmable purposes.In fact,I do not believe
that such assertion could be made,by even our enemies,if we have such,
with even a mere ghow of right and justice.¥e aim to do our full duty
towards our government and to uphold same in all its undertakings,and to
thus show our loyalty to our government.Our petple very liberally bought
Tibverty Bonds,¥.S.S.,contributed to the Red Crogs etc,--¥e are yet small
in numbers,consisting of 32 commnicant members,--members over 14 years
of age.Most of these people are common laborers;but nevertheless they
have subscribed more then $1350,00 to the Third Liberty Loan.Concerning
the Tourth Tiberty TLoan I have no complete figures yet,but the prospects
___are,that our people have exceeded their subseriptions to the 3rd Liberty
Toan.And the younger children have nearly all bought-and-are still buying
.8.8.,Thrift Stamps etc.,the tatal amounting to more than £300%,

Concerning the demand of the "Cougell" I would state,that by
complying with such demand nearly one half of the older people of my
congregation would be deprived of their constitutional right to serve
their God according to the dietates of their conselence and in such
language as they are capable to undergtand,-- several being entirely
unable to understand an english sermon,and others would have but a very
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limited benefit and blessing of an english sermon on account of their
deficiency in the englisgh language.For thig reason it certainly does not
appear just and right to deprive them of their services and spiritual
edification,and undoubtedly it is eontrary to the word and spirit of the
laws of our gtate and the constitution of our country.¥ will endeavor to
obtain a hearing before the "Couneil®,znd will there particularly ®ExuksExx
emphagize this point.

¥ow,my dear Governor, what procedure would you advise me further
to take?WoulgdI be asking too much of your Honor,in asking you,to eall
the attention of the State Council of Defense to thig matter?0r would it
not be advisable to do so?

In conclusion permit me to state that on September 29th my
congregation passed a resolution to introduce monthly english services,
and October 6th it passed a regolution to digcontinue entirely our school
for the present.

Thanking you in advance for an early reply,permit me to remain

Yours very truly

Dl

Vashburn,¥is.

See more classroom materials and lesson plans on the Wisconsin Historical Society website.



http://www.wisconsinhistory.org

"Correspondence from Governor Phillip to Pastor Krenke
Emanuel L. Phillips Papers at the Wisconsin Historical Society"

Cotober 24, 1918,

" Reverend R, Krenke,
Waghburn, Vissonsin,

By dear Pastor Lronke:
| I have your sommunication of the 218t ingt.
The Couneil of Hefense of Washburn County is entirely outside of
its pphere when i% atienplis 1o dielate to you in what languvage jyou
shall preash. ZThere is o law elther federsl or state which forbids
you to econduwd your religiows services in Germsan; alao your religiouvs
instrustions and N peraon had a right %0 molest or in eny way in-
terfere with you in this @ttar.
' I have stated many times from the public
pletforn and in the press that I would tolerste no interference
with religious services 80 loug a8 the s@me &re not used as &
propaganda for our enemy. I héve laid down this prineiple that
in Wigconsin he who worships his Diety may do €¢ in the languvage
of nin own sholoe and we 5hall adhere to thai prineiple so long as
I am governor of the atate of Wisconsin,
This statement, nowever, must not be under-
#tood Lo mean ih&t I would toleraie for a moment either in chureh
or elsewhsre the use of g foreign 1ang1;age for-the purpose of promote
ing the inferest of ovr enemy or in any way discoursging the co-
operstion of our people during the war, That, of course, 1s an
entirely different matter,
I ghell submit your letbter to the 3tate

Uouneil of LDefense for its action. Touras truly,
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Ootober 24, 1918,

Chalrzan, Stste Soungil of Defense,
Capitol, C & ¢ ¥ ; :

My dear Mr. Heddles:

Please nove the enclosed which indicates an
action by the Washburn County Counsil of Defeuse which is eﬁtirely
outside the province of that organization, Councils of Defanse
were organiged as war aid institutions to oreste propagands for
the war and to promote such work as 1t ls necessary te do in
order 4o properly support the army and nevy of the United Stutes,

I regret that some councile have taken it :
upon themselves 50 run politics and have gone into other flields
far from the intention of the law, It seeme t0 me Lhat there
should be & general eireular letter issued to the councils of the
state oalling the attention of the members 10 the fact that the
law under which this institution was orested confars N0 powers
upon them except {0 carry on necessary war work and whenever the
souncils exceed the authority conferred upon them by statute thﬁgg
not only are acting uﬁlawfnlly but they are 1n3§¥1ﬁg the ssuse
for which they were created, ' :

Political interests must be left with the
people, Any council thet atienpits to become political loses
the ooopefaticn of all who are opposed to ils political poliey and
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it immedistely drops to the level of a political organisation,
The omforesment of the esplonsge sot 1s the business
of the United States government and rests with the United States

. Distriot Atterney. A1l the councila should attempt to do in)
sonnection 18 Lo give the United Sintes Distrist Attorney sny ia-
formation that i% may have aén&mrniag'ﬁbe Tivlation of the law,

Any ianterferense on the part of the covpeils with ihe comstituvtional
right of freefom of religion is inm violation of the organic law
under which we live amd eannot bs tolerated for s ﬂa@i@enﬁ. nor would
such sction be sustained by the couris,

I also note thet in some gages oomunoils of defmnse have
nndertaken the hond scles and are gullty of injudiciovs scte in cone
nection with the same, Apzain I csll attention to the fact that
strong-arm methods,of any other form of force if attempted, are in
violetion of_thé law snd sre contrapy to the policy of the govern-
ment. : ;

I trust thet the central organisetion will keep the
sounty counsils within their pvapai spheres I ask this in the
interest of the beltter servics which the somwnsils may render,

Ioura tm.‘iy,
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