LESSON PLAN SUPPORT MATERIALS

Anti-German Hysteria In Wisconsin

See a lesson plan related to this material on the Wisconsin Historical Society website.

Newspaper Article

"Another Tar and Feather Party is Staged," Ashland Daily Press, 4/11/1918
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GOV. PHILIPP
WRITES MAYOR
A LETTER

He Reviews The Anton Case and
Despite The Fact That Court
Discharged Them Says Men
Were Guilty Of Crime.

© MADISON, Wis, July 27—In an
effort to check lawlessness  in the
city of Ashland Gov, E. Lo T*hiins
last night ' direeted a letter to too
mayor of that menicipality ealling
upon him to co.opernte with the su,
government and enforce law and ar
der. He deblares that the success ot
the war depents to a large cxtent G
on the good order at home and that
they de not wish their homes to nave
the reputation of being the one spot
in Wisconsin given over to lawiess
ness where self appointed men  may
commit acls of violence and go un-
punished for it.

Following is the governor's letter.
Mayor City of Ashland,

Ashland, Wisconsin,
My dear Sir;

| I feel that I szhould writc you re.
| parding the Anten tar and feathe:

case and the dismissal of the accusca
by the court, and talk seriously wit,

you eencerning such practieca ond the’

| apparent approval thereof by s co:
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[ Zens, b
In the ¢ase in question thei state
iwas ready to prove by the testimony
'of the wictim, nlso by the testimeny of
his wife, that the men who ecommitted
this det of violence, or at least two
of them, were not masked and that
Lhey eould identify them;. that. these
two men, with others who were
masked, came to the home of Anton,
broke down the door with foree,
matlg. a forcible entry into the' bath-
room; took the man fiom the house
by force and carricd him te a lonely
spot some distance  from = Ashland
removed his clothing, coated him with
tar and covered him  withi feathers,
that he was otherwise abused and was
obliged to make his way homte as
best he could without clothing.

Despite this proof the case against
the, men who could be identified was
dismissed, and I am informed that
the men who were guilty of this crime
stated in the court room, within the
hearing of witnesses, that if: the
Judge  did not’ dismiss  this cose
against them that he would receive
the same treatment.

If my information is correct, anid 1
have every reason to believe that it is,
a situntion has grown up in Asfiland
that is the natural result of /miving
encourngement to mob fruled and 1,
cannot refrain from saying to  you
that ['believe that your police depart.
mént, ‘alse the sheriff's  office, have !
not been a diligent as they should |
have been in suppressing that type of |

| disorder.
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vith - their crime, but it should le|
one by the orderly process of  thel
court, which is estublished by the peo-|
ale ful that purpose, and not by nl
nob of by any secret organization |
hat éets wmlf up as a judge of the|
wople's conduet,

|

I"Gov. Philipp Writes Mayor a Letter," Ashland Daily Press, 7/27/1918 I
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An excerpt from "Another Tar and Feather Party is Staged," Ashland Daily Press, 4/11/1918

; |
v

The Ant
the first thing
' jlunwelcome

fmm the

linegs (m
]’polme.
| As soon,
'‘Anton ran

cemetery .
; Bh\n 'took] -
«oul as. fay
no. tracé o
\'<it\1)“i1(~.(l {
Jand’ l[y 4h

}l‘(‘

Th An

Policd' Notified,
ONy l{n

¢ U\'O;
to.a neighborg and notlﬂod

She{told the police that.
she thought the auto went ‘put to the

“ithe policq.

ve a telephorie  hut
i owas dope, by the

Visitors was to|tear this
vall and [put it oyt of bus-
JJecommunication  with the

wuto departed, Mrs:

- e

olice” auto and; ‘went,

Tml'(hlel‘ of l‘nluo
P

as’the br l(k school homo
Jon %cemotm\ 2ond but’.could find
{any |disturbance: He then
o- the house of Mr. LA!rton
_ at-time Mr. Anton |
tui"n‘o I"home an(l-was busily cnp:atred
ting h
: } # 'lultoq'
! Recognized:
Lons. t

ad, re-

tar zmd feathen flom‘
.‘ . l . o

lcmbcrq ()l’ l’arty

1d the po ice that one'

*inl' the' m(‘mbcv af '

flntcrhd tho h

:'aml that

“howse ‘mo ve{

‘They| s
nized the voi

" they. recog
‘-'n‘wk\er of the

ous¢
1s |

party m that it ‘was-

- the voice|of .Gdorge Lﬂnan agent’

,,1or ‘the New’_' [Y¢ '_\ fo Inqlnancel

°company S e i Sy
- Gay #1 : nan rrested

Thls qfteiﬁbc'
;.G corge '."F ¢ M( y
Lplaint ,fox it

“chanan,

six unknown"pc
“thp home of [Ag
* hip The warrant lS-
z.‘ [

Cand _fcat}
%suvd:a'ﬁ f]

The .warr nt

"md ‘\Ir

/rondq as fo] o“

|

.“%1 ate ol\Wm o i
1t\ Lof \ql lm(,. (i N

of £ \ﬁldhd ; oy
"ou 8 L : ‘; S il
of Wisconsin: [ to- thc
i "OnTtdb]L of : <'ud

,'_‘In m\mwlpnl <

‘The Stite ¢
.Rhenﬂ' m.m
_ Whereas. Ge F {\Im nl hae tbxq :
}ad.w .complainis
‘judge of the
Sty ‘of “Ashla
J1and on’oath,
08 ) 'hnam Gav

Miunmpal court’ of “the-

_and six other persons |
) ﬂmfat on ‘the 10th «day;
|Dif1918: at the ‘¢ity’ of

elr presen ; as'ault s‘trlke, wound

’j':md there m a ‘,}1 olent unl wful:and

j‘i:wolent unla 'fu
“ ner take the|ss
"his dwelling»hohse and' ‘carry - thim:
_ " diwelling house’ anc{
then and th're
-the: sald Ad lpP

. the clothing| fro

' Dmtl Tt Attom ev
sue:

them along' thh

rsons . of breakmg into.
loh Anton and of" tar

ur(}ex whxch Mt GM

and 11 were arrested”

hxm ‘and cover hi
nd feathers to
e qald A olpl'

1ed a com- !

ina {W arr .mt

\

in l\\ntltw “to the

and | countv of “Ash-

at G'L‘ox ge Buchanan,

‘couht\ of Arhland|:
vxolent tml'u&ful ;
anner ‘to - the dis:|
:eacb and ‘to the’ter-
ance  ~of. .others "and|

Anton andl .did then

or bre'il\ mt&* thd"
of the said - Adolph'-.
|then ‘and there m '
and tamultots mani
i Adolph Anton fron

\h(['.'
'tear ‘the  clothing of
| ‘Arnton and stripped
m- him, and dxd Deap
im with a coat of tar
the great dftmage otf'
1. Anton. Kok &

See more classroom materials and lesson plans on the Wisconsin Historical Society website.


http://www.wisconsinhistory.org

