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Deluxe Edition Brings Jerry Apps Classic to a New Generation 
 

MADISON, Wis. – Fifty years ago, Wisconsin literary history was made. The 
first book written by celebrated storyteller Jerry Apps was published. His 
colleague, Earth Day founder Senator Gaylord Nelson, wrote the foreword for 
the then fledgling author’s first book, The Land Still Lives.  
 
This fall, the Wisconsin Historical Society Press (one of dozens of publishers 
who Apps has worked with in the decades since)—publishes the 50th 
Anniversary Deluxe Edition of Apps’s beloved book, The Land Still Lives 
(Hardcover: $25; ISBN: 978-0-87020-906-2). The gold foil stamped hardcover 
creates a treasured edition for Apps fans and nature lovers alike. 
 
Featuring Senator Nelson’s original foreword, The Land Still Lives proves that 
Apps’s stories stand the test of time and that stewardship of the land will never 
go out of date. 
 
Originally published in 1970, Apps’s first book introduces readers to his family 
and follows their efforts to restore their newly purchased, Central Wisconsin 
farm. Written when he was still a young agriculture professor at the University 
of Wisconsin, The Land Still Lives was readers’ first introduction to the farm—

Roshara—that Apps’s storytelling soon made famous as well as to Apps’s lifelong philosophy of caring for the land 
“so it in turn will care for us.” 
 
In a new epilogue, Apps updates readers on farm improvements and family changes since The Land Still Lives first 
published. The Land Still Lives is vintage Apps, essential reading for Jerry’s legions of fans. This timeless tale of a 
family’s relationship with nature—and all its mystery and wonders—is as relevant for a new generation of readers as 
it was 50 years ago.  
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Born and raised on a central Wisconsin farm, celebrated rural life storyteller Jerry Apps is a former county 
extension agent and professor emeritus at the University of Wisconsin–Madison, where he taught for thirty years. 
Today he works as a rural historian, creative writing instructor, and full-time writer. He and his work have been the 
subject of five Wisconsin Public Television documentaries, and he has written more than forty fiction, nonfiction, 
and children’s books on rural history, country life, and the environment. The Land Still Lives was his first book. It 
was published by Robert Gard’s Wisconsin House Press and proofread by Gard associate—and well-known 
author—August Derleth. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019 – Book Talk & Signing 
Time:  Doors open 6 p.m.; talk at 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Patterson Memorial Library, Wild Rose, Wis. Light refreshments will be served beginning at 6 p.m. 
 
Media:  For review copies, interviews, or events, please contact: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 816 State St., Madison, Wis. 53706; (608) 
264-6465; e-mail: kristin.gilpatrick@wisconsinhistory.org. 
 

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press has been publishing Wisconsin history and culture since 1855 in support of the mission of the Wisconsin 
Historical Society. It is the state's oldest publisher. 
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